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Wle hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may

Spring semester 
payment deadline
For students who are currently 
signing up for their courses for 
spring, the final payment day 
is Monday, January 5. If stu
dents are registering for classes 
after January 5, payment is 
due within 24 hours. All tu
ition and fees in excess of an
ticipated aid, loans and third 
party amounts are also due by 
January 5 for Financial Aid 
students. And students keep 
aware: always officially drop 
courses you do not plan on at
tending, or you will be charged 
for your classes.

NMC courses 
thinking outside 
the box
This spring semester, NMC 
offers an array of interesting 
elective courses on its main 
campus. Apprentice Poetry 
Workshop, taught by instruc
tor Holly Wren Spaulding on 
Mondays from 6-9pm, com
prises of weekly writing as
signments, peer critique and 
one-on-one mentoring with 
the instructor. The course aims 
to produce well-read poets 
who feel comfortable writing 
in a variety of forms. Swing, 
Latin and Slow Dancing, of
fered Monday and Wednesday 
nights, introduces students to 
dancing styles such as swing, 
jitterbug, tango, cha cha, waltz, 
slow dancing, two-step and 
Latin dancing (slippery soled 
shoes are required). Philoso
phy of Art and Aesthetics, 
taught by Michael Emerson 
on Mondays from l-4pm, is 
an introductory course to basic 
theories, concepts, ideas and is
sues of the philosophy of art. 
Views regarding the concepts 
of imitation and representa
tion, the relationship between 
art and beauty and other dis
tinctions will be discussed.

Holiday break or
holiday

broke?

I ABRAHAM MORRISON
Press Managing Editor

“What am I doing this Christmas break? 
Absolutely nothing.”

Second-year NMC student Aaron Gillette 
had that to say about his holiday break, and a 
lot of other students are saying the same thing.

Christopher Evans, a first-year NMC stu
dent, isn’t going on vacation either.

“I’m going to stay inside and complain 
about the weather,” he said.

In past years, his family always took a va
cation trip over the holidays, but the econom
ic situation in Michigan this year has made 
that impossible.

“Money is really tight for my family right 
now,” said Evans.

Those financial difficulties are being 
shouldered in part by students.

Abby Griffin, a sophomore at Michigan

State University, will not be going with her 
family on vacation this year. Instead, she is 
planning on staying in the Grand Traverse 
area and looking for work.

For Griffin, the holiday break will be 
a time to make a little extra money before 
going back to school in January.

However, the decline in travel has also 
made traveling a great deal cheaper.

Claire Garner, a freshman at Kalamazoo 
College said that her family usually takes a 
trip during holiday vacation.

This year, she and her friends are looking 
into a cruise to Cancun, and she said the plum
meting prices for travel are definitely a factor.

Jason Storms, a second-year student, is 
staying home this Christmas too, but not be
cause of the economy.

His family lives in the area, and they are 
all just getting together.

“We usually will go down to my grandpar
ents’ farm,” said Storms, “although the past 
five years or so we have been going to either a 
firemans’ hall or to a church’s youth center to 
have Christmas due to our large family size.”

Traveling is so expensive these days that 
going for a beachside vacation is just out of 
reach - or is it?

Flying out ofTraverse City is a nightmare 
for your bank account. So, don’t be a sucker. 
Driving just a few hours to Detroit will save 
you hundreds - check out these bargains, 
found on travelocity.com.

The only catch is, there’s just so many seats 
on a plane, and if you don’t scoop up these op
portunities before the stock market comes back

• See HOLIDAY BREAK on page 2
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HOLIDAY BREAK continued
from the dead, you might find yourself stuck in Traverse City this 
holiday break.

Jamaica: If you stay close to the resort, this Caribbean island is a perfect 
getaway. I found a 3-day getaway on Travelocity for $461, airfare included. 
For a little bit more, there’s an all-inclusive stay in Jamaica for $551.

The Bahamas: Sit on the beach and soak up the sun. Then, when 
you come back, make all your friends jealous with your tan. It’s $442 
for a 5-day vacation to Freeport, Grand Bahama.

Dublin, Ireland: You’ve always wanted to make a trip to Europe 
right? How about this Christmas? $394 will get you all the way to 
Dublin and back, with a 3-day stay at a hotel included.

Cancun, Mexico: Everyone knows Cancun is a party destination. So, 
if you’re looking to blow off a litde steam this holiday break, this might be 
the perfect place. And at $331, a4-day stay here is a tough offer to refuse.

3-night Cruise: Check out this deal - I found a 3-night cruise 
through the Bahamas for $139. If that doesn’t make you want to 
take a vacation, I don’t know what will. Airfare on this one isn’t in
cluded, but if you’re flying out of Detroit, you won’t break the bank 
getting to Miami for your departure.

San Francisco, CA: Don’t have a passport? Don’t panic. There’s 
plenty of fun to be had in the US of A. Why not spend a weekend in 
San Fran? It will only cost you $381, and you’ll get plenty of sun and 
sand, along with a world-famous selection of restaurants.

TIPS: How can a poor college student afford to live in luxury every 
once in a while? Cut back on the litde things. Here are some examples:

Beverages: Those four-dollar lattes? If you drink one every day, 
they add up. If you gave them up, you would be able to go to Can
cun in less than 3 months.

Restaurants: A quick bite to eat can clean your wallet out quickly. 
If you cut just thirty dollars out of your eating expenses every week, 
it would take you just over a month to get a boarding pass on that 
cruise in the Bahamas.

Cigarettes: Yes, I’m talking to you, smokers. If you gave up that 
five-dollar-a-day habit, you could be getting on that plane to Ireland 
in just 79 days.

AS SEMESTER DRAWS TO A CLOSE...

Press Photo/ALLISON PETERS

DRAWING I STUDENT Caitlyn Allchin, 19, prepares a piece in her portfolio in West Hall on 
Tuesday, December 9. While most students on campus are bustling to finish essays and 
study for exams, fine arts students have a semester's worth of projects to collect in a final 
portfolio or display.

NORTHWESTERN MICHIGAN COLLEGE

WHITE PINE PRESS
.............. . ' ....... "..................................

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
MANAGING EDITOR

FEATURES EDITOR 
A&E EDITOR

ADVERTISING MANAGER 
COLUMNISTS

PHOTOGRAPHERS

PRODUCTION MANAGER 
GRAPHIC DESIGNERS

DISTRIBUTION MANAGER 
DESIGN ADVISER

FACULTY ADVISER

Allison Peters
Abraham Morrison
Erin Bernhard
Nora Stone
Christy Gray
Tom Auch, Calvin Maison,. Jerry 
Dobek
Kayleigh Marlin,
Stephanie Derscheid 
Lidia Dart
Emily Kane, Nora Stone 
Richard Derenzy 
Joan Richmond 
Michael Anderson

White Pine Press 
welcomes comments, 
suggestions, ideas for 
news stories and 
calendar items.

NEWSROOM 231.995.1173 
DISTRIBUTION 231.995.1526 
ADVERTISING 231.995.1347 
FAX 231.995.2110 
EMAIL whitepinepress@gmail.com

Printed by Morning Star Publishing and distributed free.
Printed on 100% recycled paper

*



December 11, 2008
WHITE PINE PRESS NEWS 09

on campus

Web 2.0 tools embrace 
learning, communication
H ALLISON PETERS
™ Press Editor-in-Chief

The NMC Foundation awarded an Innovation Grant Fund of 
$5,000 on October 31 to the preparation and development of a new 
12-week self-paced course to introduce web 2.0 tools—such as blog
ging, podcasting, twittering, text messaging, creating wikis, YouTub- 
ing and social bookmarking—to NMC faculty and staff this spring.

“It is not technology for technology’s sake,” said NMC Osterlin 
Librarian Charla Kramer. “Our ultimate outcome is to facilitate all 
NMC employees to apply web 2.0 tools to their work in order to fa
cilitate student learning and reduce student barriers to education.”

Although developers are still in the planning phase of the course, 
they have already decided that a portion of the Innovation Grant 
money will be devoted to new learning incentives, such as USB 
headsets and microphones, possibly for web conferencing or Skype.

The majority of the award will be used for supplemental librar
ian staffing to cover reference sections and teaching obligations so 
the driving forces behind the web 2.0 project can get the program up 
and running for the spring.

“We should not resist truly effective new means of communica
tion that allow us to reach beyond our classrooms and offices,” said 
Kramer. “It is critical to learn these technologies because so many of 
our students are already using them and expecting others to use and 
connect with them.”

Kramer and other forerunners in the web 2.0 program were in
spired by “23 Things,” a project developed by North Carolina librar
ian Helen Blowers in August of 2006, which aims to “expand minds, 
empower individuals and enrich the community,” according to the 
programs Learning 2.0 blog.

Offering opportunities “to create and collaborate, engage in critical 
thinking and streamline operations,” Kramer said she is seeing a good 
response rate from people who want to learn about web 2.0 tools.

“I hope everyone will sign up and give it a chance,” she said
One of the main reasons that so many at NMC — including Jan Ol

iver and Maggie Bacon, who together wrote the grant for the Innova
tion Grant - are pushing for the web 2.0 tools to be implemented into 
learning strategies is because most students do not feel the connections 
they would if they were not at a commuter college.

“We hear a lot of people talk about how NMC is a commuter cam
pus and there’s not a lot of sense of community,” said Kramer. “Stu
dent groups have improved on that, but certain web 2.0 tools will 
create that community—like blogs, twitter and social bookmarking.”

Getting the web 2.0 program started has been a collaborative effort 
for those at NMC who, like Kramer, have devoted time and energy 
into making technology and fun learning experience for everyone.

“We are all really excited about these tools because we see their 
potential,” said Kramer, “but we are expecting some resistance since 
people see it as Facebook, MySpace—as a distraction.”

However, Kramer encourages everyone to keep an open mind 
about learning.

“There is so much out there,” she said. “These tools are fun and 
easy to use, and we can use some of them in our work environments 
to make work easier.”

At the end of the 12-week course, there will be a two- to three-day 
face-to-face workshop, where faculty and staff can take the tools they 
have learned throughout the course and apply them. While all full-time 
faculty and staff will get paid for the workshop, there will be scholarships 
distributed for adjuncts to get paid for the workshop as well.

“We wanted adjuncts to have equal participation,” said Kramer.
Although the course beginning this spring is only for faculty and 

staff, Kramer encourages students to express what web 2.0 tools they 
would most like to see the campus or their instructors use.

“ [These tools] are about connecting with people and creating a 
shared knowledge base,” said Kramer. “I’m just so geeked about it—I 
really hope faculty and staff participate.”

Writing coach finds niche

ALENA HONTARAVA, LEFT, READS OVER A PAPER at the Writing Center on 
Tuesday, December 9. Hontarava began her English studies in her native Belarus and 
has become a help for ESL students and native English-speaking students alike.

■ WHITNEY DUQUE
■ Special to the Press

She’s only been in the country three years and 
she’s already helping native speakers with their writ
ing. This is Alena Hontarava, a native of Belarus 
and an NMC Writing Center reader.

Alena was nominated for the Writing Center by 
one of her English instructors here at NMC, who 
told Alena she was one of the best students in her 
class and suggested that she help English-as-a-sec- 
ond-language (ESL) students, Alena revealed with a 
humble smile.

“I really feel proud because she said that—she 
inspired me. I thought I could help ESL students, 
and ended up helping other students as well. It 
makes me feel really good,” she said.

Having come to the United States when she 
was just 19 through a student exchange program, 
AJena returned to the states when she was 20 to fin
ish her education here.

“I thought it would be really cool to be in the 
country where I could practice the (native) lan
guage because I was majoring in English and Ital
ian,” Alena said. “Plus, a lot of people I knew were 
doing the same thing and boasting about it. I 
thought it would be a great thing to experience and 
even tell my children about (later on).”

That’s not the only thing Alena likes about the 
U.S. She is drawn to our open education system as 
well.

“ [It’s] not necessarily the strength of the sub
jects—just the way it’s set up,” she explains. “In a 
lot of European countries, the curriculum is cho
sen for you. You’re not allowed to make your own 
schedule or choose your own subjects.”

Alena is the first of her family—who all live in 
Belarus—to move to another country. Her hus
band, Mark Zimmerman, is a perfect match, as no 
one in his family has lived in another country ei
ther. Together, they share an adventurous dream.

“My husband and I are planning to move to 
Latin America because I want to teach English and 
Spanish there,” Alena said. “We would be like first 
settlers for his family and mine.”

Though Alena is a legal resident in the Unit

ed States, she has opted against becoming a legal 
citizen. Because of her loyal pride for her home
land, losing all legal rights in her country seems 
like a grim prospect for the happy-go-lucky English 
major. Though she is an advocate for the United 
States and its benefits, she has not forgotten where 
she came from. Alena speaks of her country with 
raw pride, her manner very serious on this subject.

“Throughout many, many years Belarus has kept 
its face.. .many countries have tried to invade Be
larus and it has kept its independence. It makes me 
proud of my country,” Alena said.

Nonetheless, Alena is excited about the opportu
nity for social advancement in this country.

“If you start at the bottom and work your way 
up, you can reach your destination and your goals. 
There’s more room for that here than in Belarus,” 
she said.

Alena began working at the Writing Center in 
hopes of helping ESL students, but has not really 
had a lot of opportunity to do that, though not for 
lack of effort.

“We haven’t had a lot of ESL population (this 
year),” said NMC Writing Center Coordinator, 
Megan Ward. “She originally was concerned that 

’native speakers wouldn’t want her help, but there’s 
no problem there. Overall, she helps all students 
pretty well. She’s a great reader.”

Ward believes that Alena is a great asset to the 
Writing Center, and says her patience makes her a 
strong reader.

“I’ve seen her deal with situations where other 
people might get exasperated,” she said. “She has a 
lot of empathy and seems to really care about the 
people she’s working with.”

Working at the Writing Center, Alena has 
learned a lot about Americans and how we write, 
and therefore, how we think. This has been an 
advantage to her in understanding the American 
mindset, something that, according to Alena, is not 
all that different from Belarusian mindsets.

“The more I think and compare it [the writing] 
to other people’s opinions, I realize we all think the 
same, we all feel the same, we all gossip! We’re all 
made of the same dough, it’s just the toppings that 
are different,” Alena said.
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Cheers, Jeers for NMC
SWEATER, 2CO8

CHEERS

NMC grounds crew: As the snow 
began to fall in November, it fell 
wet and heavy. Cars have been 
stuck in driveways and fishtailing in 
intersections because of the cutback 
in the plowing budget. But on NMC’s 
campus, the sidewalks have been clean 
and clear since that first snowflake. 

Thank you, grounds crew, for striving to 
create safe walkways for the pedestrians

and wheelchair-bound students of NMC.
Community volunteers: Here’s a toast to all of those who made 
pledges to WNMC to keep them solvent for another year. Here’s 
a toast to the NMC Foundation for giving money to the Maritime 
program so students would not have to look forward to steep 
tuition increases. Here’s a toast to VOX and Feminists United for 
all their fabulous work this semester pulling together events like 
LadyFest and Take Back the Night—on top of great campaigning 
efforts. Here’s a toast to the SGA for the free hot apple cider, 
for the free political forums, and for the free massages (we sure 
do love free!). We here at the WPP tip our hats to all of you for 
keeping the campus alive and well.
NMC Magazine: At the start of the semester, the NMC Magazine 
promised two issues to its readers (one in the fall and one in the 
spring), contrary to the publishing trends of recent years. Did 
they deliver? Absolutely. The staff put in a lot of hard work and 
produced a fantastic, creative issue, with each magazine boasting 
a unique cover that was once a part of the graffiti walls. The staff 
also did a thorough job distributing—just in time for students 
to find their favorite cover before finals week. The design was 
superb, the written posts were a hit, and the buttons were cool, 
too. Congratulations, NMC Magazine; we look forward to see 
what you have in store for us come spring!

JEERS

Intramural sports: NMC has
intramural sports? As we rummaged 
through the archives for information 
to put in to our 25th anniversary issue 
last week, we found the intramural 
sports program making headline after 
headline. And now...? The program is 
virtually nonexistent. Many students 
have chosen not to get involved with 

the student activities NMC offers,
and the campus is less lively because of it. The program offers 
basketball, volleyball, indoor soccer, floor hockey and more. So 
here’s a shout out to students: get involved! We could all stand 
to lose a few of those pounds piled on over the holidays anyway, 
right? Think about the option for next semester.
Bill Hendry’s salary: In the November 18 issue of the Record 
Eagle, it was reported that NMC Director of Human Resources Bill 
Hendry was forced to resign—without any explanation from him 
or college officials—with a nice chunk of change: he received a 
10-week severance package worth about $25,000. Hendry’s annual 
salary (just to top it all off)? Nearly $96,000 to oversee human 
resources functions, like employee benefits and search processes 
for new employees. The forced resignation was referred to as “a 
personnel issue,” and Hendry had declined to comment when asked 
about any post-employment payouts courtesy of NMC.
Students missing classes: We understand Northern Michigan 
winters are tough for anyone to endure—especially college 
students having to fight their way through the dreadful weather 
on wheels or on foot. However, seeing as this is the end of the 
semester, it would have been in students’ best interests to attend 
their classes regularly before finals. Looks like, “It’s just so cold 
outside!” won’t get you a 4.0. You missed out.

WPP EDITORIAL BOARD

cm

$2$ billion
CORRECTION
In our Dec. 4 issue, we listed that the WPP has placed in the top three for best overall 
community college newspaper in Michigan over two dozen times in the past 25 years. 
Actually, the WPP has placed in the top three no less than half a dozen times since 1984.

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts let
ters to the editor from members of the col
lege and community. Letters should be less 
than 400 words, typewritten, and signed 
with your name, address and phone number. 
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, 
spelling and length. Opinions expressed are 
not necessarily those of The White Pine 
Press staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686

BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 

BY FAX: (231)995-2110
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What's the first thing that comes to mind when 

you hear the word snow?
"Snowboarding."

CHRIS CHISM, 18
Mechanical
Engineering

"I'm pissed. I've been 
ranting all day about 
how my car ls covered 
under, how many feet 
of snow?"

NICK BALSARA, 24
Business

"Fun and job 
security.

JERRY COOK
Campus Custodian

5DUnD BYTES
"I love Scrabble, so I was really disappointed when 
Mum told me I couldn't play it on the DS because 
of the rude words." Eight-year-old ETHAN CARRINGTON, 
whose use of Nintendo's Scrabble game was cut off by his 
mother after it produced a string of swear words. Source: 
dailymail.co.uk.

"Brace yourself for a great semester! Braces by Henry, 
Stephen P. Henry D.M.D." One of the ads in small type at 
the bottom of California science teacher TOM FARBER’S 
quiz, which he handed out to students. Farber is selling ad 
space on his tests to help cover the cost of printing them. 
Source: cnn.com.

"The program is expected to begin on April 4, but until 
then, everything is the same as it was in June, in July, in 
August." JAMES MCCURTIS, spokesman for the Michigan 
Department of Community Health, on Michigan's new medi
cal marijuana law. Source: Michigan Daily.

"The pirates are living between life and death. Who 
can stop them? Americans and British all put together 
cannot do anything." Somali pirate leader known only as 
BOYAH, who claimed that piracy would continue so long as 
the lives of Somalis were desperate. Source: cnn.com.

"They were everywhere -- there was one curled around 
my bedhead, another around the bottom of the chair, 
and when I went outside there was one in the hallway, 
another on the railing and another on the step. It was 
like I was having a nightmare." ESTHER HONEGGER of 
Fannie Bay, Australia, to the The Northern Territorian newspa
per, on finding 14 baby pythons in her bedroom. Source: UPI. 
com.

"He was a senator at the time I bought the car. That may 
mean something to someone." LIZ MURPHY, of Naper
ville, Illinois, who put a Jeep Grand Cherokee first owned by 
Barack Obama on eBay. Source: Chicago Sun-Times.

"It's because there's an ayatollah...who expects to 
choose all the books and to take over all the discussions. 
And when I come on board, the ayatollah is threatened 
and doesn't say anything." ESTHER BUSHELL, a profes
sional book-group facilitator who leads a dozen suburban 
New York groups and charges $250 to $300 a member annu
ally for her services. Source: nytimes.com.

"My children, snowmen, 
snow angels and school 
closings."

KRISTY MCDONALD, 32
Career Employment 
Specialist

"That I want to 
move away."

KATIE ANDERSON, 21
Criminal Justice

ed by KAYLEIGH MARLIN

"Driving
conditions."

"Snowdays and 
shoveling."

MARCIE TREVOR WILLIAMS, 22
MONTGOMERY, 21 Business
nursing

The spotlight is 
on us now

IKALLEN MCQUILLAN
■ Special to the Press

Along with rising hype about the growth of the film 
industry in Northern Michigan comes mixed feelings.

With Michigan in its current economic decline, there 
is some concern about the 40 percent cash rebate that 
will be given to film producers, making it the highest 
production tax incentive in the country. An additional 
two percent will be given if production occurs in one of 
Michigan’s 103 “core communities,” of which Traverse is 
one.

While it is true that bringing the industry to Michi
gan will increase spending initially, 40 to 42 cents out 
of every dollar spent on projects will be returned to the 
company, according the law passed in April of this year. 
That includes the wages of employees and “above-the- 
line” talents - Hollywood jargon for directors, actors, 
producers and writers. That rebate will come out of our 
tax money.

The question must be asked, then: does the good out
weigh the bad?

No one is quite sure. Louisiana and New York have 
seen some initial success after raising their incentives to 
25 percent. However, other states, such as Rhode Island, 
have already seen newly increased incentives being taken 
advantage of, such as inflating the estimated budget of a 
film to get more money back than they should, according 
to the New York Times. Michigan residents cannot know 
in advance how our state will be treated by Hollywood 
and her people. We do know that previous exposure to 
the film industry, as through the Traverse City Film Festi
val, has been mostly positive for our local economy.

The attention brought to our area by Michael Moore 
has already seen good results; the repairing and reopening 
of the State Theater is just one example of many. On his 
website and in recent interviews, Moore has mentioned 
the rising number of directors interested in Northern

Michigan as a filming location. He has claimed it will 
create jobs that pay more in a single week than some 
people make in a month. However, he also says that our 
area lacks trained workers, a problem that will need to be 
remedied before the industry can go much further.

In fact, trained workers are not all our area lacks. 
Moore has been quoted as saying our area needs indoor 
filming locations for the industry to really launch here, 
in addition to personnel who are trained to work in such 
places. Moore suggested that training programs and 
courses at Michigan colleges would be the best way to get 
people into the industry and’keep the jobs among locals.

With our economy plummeting, job security is the 
thing on many people’s minds. Our outdoors are beau
tiful and diverse, but currently, we have practically no
where suitable for indoor filming. For the film industry 
to really take root in our state, sound stages, indoor stu
dios and recording studios are all needed. Building the 
necessary facilities in Traverse City could be costly, and 
who can be sure where funds will come from?

Not all residents are worried about it, of course.
Many, such as Kait Laurell, a Traverse City resident, are 
excited at the prospect of job opportunities. “We’re not 
the first state to offer compensation for hiring locals,” she 
said. “But we are the prettiest. It’s a much-needed flota
tion ring for our sinking economy.”

Despite the minor worries that have been voiced, 
most people seem to feel positively about the rising pres
ence of Hollywood in our state. Feelings that it could 
only improve our area’s economy outweigh the slight 
fears that it may corrupt the singularity of the Traverse 
area and the rest of Northern Michigan, or take money 
away from local residents. Instead, most people have cho
sen to lean towards the hopeful side and are ready to ac
cept the changes that must come to our community.
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XKCD by Randal, Munroe
"Egg Drop Failure" (xkcd.com)

a softer world bye. home &j. Comeau •"Oh please. Like you've never goofed up"

e home and j comeau asofterworld.com

All comics are copyright their respective artists.

Not only is Western Michigan University highly rated by those keeping 

score, but we work with your Northwestern Michigan College advisors to 

ensure you get more of the credits you've earned. Western is distinguished 

by an engaged faculty with a number of exports; who are leaders; ip their 
fields. I hey are all about providing real world experience -and keeping 

you and your degree on schedule. Add to that over 230 degrees and some 

of the highest ranked programs in the nation, and you realize you're not 

just on a career path you're on a bullet train!

-' c.; m wv c ■ > , *wafW <' C-
; '■ ■ ■ ■

Top schools in Engineering, Nursing, Aviation,
Music and Business 

Over 230 degree programs

Transfer scholarships available from $1,000 to $6,000

Western Michigan
University

Admissions: (269) 387-2000 • wmicli.odu/iidmissinns/trnnstor
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great american novel
How technology is making self-publishing a 

respectable business again

■
 NIKKI EVANS

Special to the Press

Major publishing companies used to have total control over what ap
peared on bookstore shelves. Self-publishing was considered almost as bad 
as vanity publishing, and the connotations of the word guaranteed that the 
chances of making any money were very small. The only option to get a 
book published and sold was to get it accepted—somehow—through a tradi
tional publisher.

That is easier said than done. To get a book published the traditional 
way, a person has to have an agent, be incredibly talented, extremely lucky, 
and know somebody in the system—preferably all four of the above—and 
even that isn’t enough to guarantee his or her book gets published.

However, with todays print-on-demand (POD) self-publishing services 
and numerous writing communities springing up on the web, getting pub
lished no longer has to rely on a good dose of luck and an excellent agent. 
POD services can print one copy of a book at a time, which makes it much 
easier and cheaper for a self-publisher to produce his own book.

Services like lulu.com offer free e-book publishing with a spot in their 
Marketplace and options to sell on Amazon. The Amazon Kindle and Sony
book reader have made e-books extremely popular. _________________
Lulu.com also offers real book publishing—it’s free to
create the book and it’s printed digitally with a POD 
service for what it costs to make (for a paperback, 
about $7). The author also controls the retail price of 
the book.

But is self-publishing profitable? Can authors ac
tually get their books out to consumers via large
bookstores? According to Amy K. Reynolds, sales ---------------------------
and marketing manager at Horizon Books in down
town Traverse City, the answer is a definite yes.

She said, “There has been 
a 200 percent increase in self- 
published books from two 
years ago.” The Internet, she 
says, has been the cause of 
this, because it is so much eas
ier for an author to produce 

and market a profes
sional-looking book.

However, it’s still 
not easy to get a self- 
published book onto

"A lot of writers do not 
understand that this is a 

business."

Amy Reynolds

j I I

the mainstream shelf, Reynolds said that she rarely ac
cepts books that have been pitched to her via e-mail; 
writers stand a much better chance of appearing on her 
bookshelves if they market their book to her in 
person. “A lot of writers do not understand that 
this is a business,” she said, explaining that the 
bookstore needs at least a 40 percent discount from 
the publisher to sell it at a profit. Most major pub
lishing houses are currently selling at a 45 to 50 per
cent discount.

What genre the book is in has a lot to do with wheth
er or not the bookstore will carry it. “Fiction is a hard 
sell,” said Reynolds. Exceptions exist, though. Award-win
ning author Priscilla Cogan sells her novels at Horizon 
Books; she has published five books with her own small 
publishing company, Two Canoes Press. Normally, how
ever, nonfiction—especially nonfiction covering local top-
___________ ics—is a better selling option, one that the

bookstore will usually choose when deciding 
which book to buy.

Local writers are also more likely to sell 
well in a bookstore. “We’ve sold hundreds 
of copies of Barns of Old Mission by Evelyn 
Patterson [a local writer],” she said. “Peo
ple worldwide realize that these barns are

------------------ a disappearing art form...it filled a niche.”
Patterson also advertised well, Reynolds said, 

which led to it selling copies worldwide and not just in 
Northern Michigan.

Sometimes, a self-published book that becomes a best seller 
will be bought by a major publishing company. This is what 
happened with Twelve Golden Threads, by Aliske Webb. After 
self-publishing and selling 25,000 copies, she signed a four- 
book contract with HarperCollins.

The ability of an author to market their own works is vital 
to the success of a self-published book. Since there is no pub
lishing company to get books on bookstore shelves and in peo
ple’s hands, the author has to do everything himself. Luckily, 
with the Internet it is easier than ever to get books to the con
sumers. Amazon and the Lulu Marketplace are just two exam
ples. However, it is still important to get the book to real-life 
bookstore shelves.

Because of technology, self-publishing is now a realistic 
alternative to attempting to get published through a large, 
traditional publishing house. But it still doesn’t mean that 
just anyone can make money off of it. Consumers won’t buy 
the book if it is not any good, and even if it is good the au
thor has to know how to market and sell the book to get it 
to the consumers.

s'.
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Countdown: 9 movies to see in 2009
KENDALL SPRATT
Press Staff Writer

Tired of the snow already? Need some
thing that will keep you warm and get you 
out of the house? Here’s the solution — a 
countdown of 9 movies you’ll want to see 
n 2009, plus the reasons why.

financial journalist in New York City.
Based on the novel by Sophie Kin-

sella. Fans of the novel will be pleasantly 
surprised by lisa Fisher, a talented up-and- 
coming actress who is fun to watch.

#9. Bride Wars - 9 January #6. Possession - 23 January

Starring: Kate 
Hudson, Anne 
Hathaway, Bryan 
Greenberg, Candice 
Bergen.

Best friends 
Emma (Hathaway) 
and Liv (Hudson) 
have dreamed of 
their weddings their 
whole lives; but the 

friends become rivals 
when their weddings are scheduled on the 
same day.

Good enough for an evening out with 
the girls. I am not sure if I like Anne Ha
thaway, but I’m willing to give her another 
try. I do like Kate Hudson, and the adorable 
Bryan Greenberg is very talented as well.

#8. Taken — 30 January

Starring: 
Liam Neeson, 
Maggie Grace, 
Famke Janssen.

A former
secret agent s 
daughter and 
her friend are 
kidnapped 
while on a trip 
to Europe. This 
film follows the 

former agent (Neeson) while he’s on their 
trail, trying to rescue the girls.

For all the Jason Bourne lovers like 
myself, this seems like a movie that is fol
lowing in his heart-pounding footsteps.

#7. Confessions of a 
Shopaholic - 13 February

Starring: Lee 
Pace, Sarah Mi
chelle Geller.

Jess’s (Geller) 
loving husband,
Ryan, and unpleas
ant brother-in-law,
Ramon (Pace), 
are in an accident 
that leaves them 
comatose. When 
Ramon wakes up he
believes that he is Ryan. Has her husband’s 
spirit returned or is it something sinister?

I’ve been waiting for this movie, and 
I’m excited to see if it will be as good in 
theaters as it is on paper. Pace should be 
interesting in something darker than his 
role as the pie maker in Pushing Daisies'.

#5. The Accidental
Husband- 27 March

Starring: Uma 
Thurman, Colin 
Firth, Jeffery Dean 
Morgan.

Emma Lloyd 
(Thurman) has 
made a career out 
of her sensible ap
proach to relation
ships. She’s about 
to marry her perfect

fiance (Firth), when she discovers a practi
cal joke: she’s already married, to “acciden
tal husband” Patrick (Morgan).

This is another movie that I’ve been 
waiting for. With this terrific trio of actors, 
I have hope that it will sparkle as one of 
the better chick flicks.

#4. Inkheart - 23 January

from the magical book Inkheart. Together 
Meggie and her father must stop a real 
storybook villain.

Based on the novel by Cornelia Funke, 
which has been on my reading list for 
years. Inkheart fans may be skeptical — let’s 
face it, movies don’t always live up to the 
book. But Fraser, Serkis and Betany are all 
strong actors who rarely disappoint.

#3. Push
-6 February

Starring:
Dakota Fanning 
Chris Evans,
Camilla Belle.

A group of 
young people 
with special 
abilities, such 
as telekinesis 
and clairvoyance,
are hiding from a U.S. government agency. 
To escape they must band together and use 
their abilities in one final job.

Seeing Dakota Fanning transform from 
a little girl to a teenager has been fun. It will 
be good to see her in a thriller as a teenager, 
not as a small girl alongside adult actors. 
Plus, girls, Chris Evans is a total babe.

#2. Watchmen - 6 March

Directed by Zack Snyder (300). Starring: 
Carla Gugino, Jeffery Dean Morgan, Malin 
Akerman, Patrick Wilson, Jackie Earle Haley.

-11

1985 in an 
alternate-reality 
America. When a 
vigilante, Ror
schach (Haley), 
starts investigat
ing the murder of 
an ex-superhero 
things lead to a 
terrifying end.

I’m not a 
comic book fan, 

but the more I read about this movie the 
more interesting it becomes.

#1. Knowing- 20 March

Starring:
Nicolas Cage,
Rose Byrne,
Chandler Can
terbury.

A group of 
students are 
asked to draw 
pictures for a 
time capsule.
One girl fills her 
sheet with seem
ingly random
numbers. When the time capsule is opened 
half a century years later the numbers are 
discovered to predict the dates and death 
tolls of every major disaster of the past 50 
years - and three approaching disasters.

Cage is always great in these race-to- 
stay-alive type movies. I have no doubt 
that he will live up to our expectations.

Starring: lisa 
Fisher, Hugh 
Dancy, Krysten 
Ritter, Joan 
Cusack.

To support 
her shopping 
addiction and 
pay off her credit 
card bills, a col
lege grad (Fisher) 
finds a job as a

<£a&enortfa.
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Starring: Bren

don Fraser, Andy 
Serkis, Eliza Ben
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Meggie discov
ers her father, Mo, 
has the ability to 
bring characters 
out of their books. 
One night he re
leases three figures
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The Fabulous Horndogs’ Dog Tracks
I NORA STONE

Press A&E Editor

The Fabulous Horndogs are indeed fabulous. 
I’ve been looking for some music to take me away 
from the truckloads of snow that have recently 
decided to take up residence in Traverse City, and I 
found it on the Horndogs’ new CD, Dog Tracks, a 
collection of timeless blues covers.

The Horndogs, a local Northern Michigan 
group, sound like they come from much farther 
south, playing their Cajun-flavored rhythm and 
blues for cool cats in a smoky bar in New Orleans. 
Luckily for us, instead of following the roots of 
their music, they’ve followed their own hearts and 
established themselves as “a premier dance and 
party band” here in the north.

Founding members Mike Marois (guitar) 
and Jim Murphy (drums) are joined by Tim 
Wire (piano), Jack Conners (bass), Hank Lawler 
(trombone) and A1 Anderson (saxophone).
All are from diverse musical and geographical 
backgrounds, but brought together as The 
Fabulous Horndogs, they create a fun sound that’s 
instantly familiar, yet distinctly their own.

Dog Tracks starts off with “For You My Love,” 
a swinging tune complete with classic “shooby doo 
wah” backup vocals. The track does a great job of 
getting your rhythm going and drawing you in to 
listen to the rest of the album. Next up is “Red 
Beans,” a Professor Longhair song about good food 
and good women.

Slower tunes include “Blues As Blues Can Get,” 
a ballad to hopeless love, and “Moon Blues,” which 
laments that while “it’s a brand new world, since 
those two men walked up there I It’s the same old 
world for us, we ain’t goin anywhere,” and wonders 
why, if we have money for a space program, we don’t 
seem to have it for the people who need it in this 
country - a sentiment as relevant now as it was when 
Otis Spann originally released the song in 1970.

These guys have been playing most of their 
lives, and their musicianship shines on each and 
every track, particularly the guitar on “Pretty 
Woman” and the piano, brass and sax on “Drinking 
Tanqueray.”

There isn’t a boring song among the lot, but my 
personal favorite is “Funky Kid,” a new spin on a track 
I was familiar with from the Blues Brothers soundtrack. 
You can get hold of Dog Tracks through The Fabulous 
Horndogs’ website, www.fabuloushorndogs.com - 
and be sure to catch them next time they’re in town 
for some Michigan-made music that will take you 
away from the Michigan snow.

★★★★

THE FABULOUS HORNDOGS are, I r. Hank Lawler, 
Jack Conners, Jim Murphy, Al Anderson, Mike Ma
rois and Tim Wire.

Selected shows
A Christmas Tale - 11-18 December 
JCVD- 12-18 December 
Elf-13 December 
A Christmas Carol—14 December 
The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou -

15 December
White Christmas — 19-24 December 
It’s A Wonderful Life - 19-24

December
Synecdoche, New York - 19-23 

December
Millions — 22 December

Holiday Inn -24 December 
Slumdog Millionaire — 25

December - 8 January 
The Wizard of Oz — T7 December 
Some Like It Hot - 31 December 
Finding Nemo - 3 January

Times and schedule subject to change. 
Please visit www.traversecityfilmfest.org/ 
statetheatre or call the box office at 
947-3446 for showtimes and an 
expanded schedule.

Upcoming Releases

Music
9 Dec. Brandy 

Human

16 DeC All-American Rejects
When The World Comes Down 
Dave Matthews Band 
Live at Mile High 
Music Festival
Live at Trax 
Vol. 13 
Fall Out Boy 
Folie a Deux 
Jamie Foxx 
Intuition

13 Jan. W Dear Disco 
Dancethink Music

27 Jan. Franz Ferdinand 
Tonight

Movies
The Reader - 10 Dec.
Doubt- 12 Dec.
Yes Man - 19 Dec.
The Tale ofDespereaux — 19 Dec 
Seven Pounds — 19 Dec.
The Spirit — 25 Dec.
The Curious Case of 

Benjamin Button — 25 Dec.
Bedtime Stories — 25 Dec.
Valkyrie — 26 Dec.
Revolutionary Road — 26 Dec.
Defiance — 31 Dec.
The Wrestler - 31 Dec.

H
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P Planned Parenthood 
1135 E. Eighth St. Traverse City, Ml 49686 231.929.1844 

ppwnm.org
EC, if taken within five days (120 hours) of unprotected sex, 

may prevent pregnancy.
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Walking on snow 101
OUT&
ABOUT

■ CALVIN MAISON
Press Staff Columnist

For me, winter is 
like a friend look
ing for a couch to 
crash on until they 
find a new place. Its 
fun at first, but once 
days become weeks 
and weeks become

months, you’re always happy to see them go. I love the first big snow 
when everything is white and fluffy—nothing too oppressive. Snow 
is only an idyllic scene for a short time before sliding into ditches, 
wiping off your car and constantly shivering your way to class be
come more than minor irritations.

But my favorite winter activity is snowshoeing—it does not require 
any coordination, athleticism, or anything besides snowshoes. Now why 
would I spend any of my free time in a bitter winter environment? To 
that I say, good point, stay indoors. Rich people are working around the 
clock to find more pitiful people to watch, and you can be that audience.

But for some, taking a stroll in the woods may not be such a hor
rifying alternative after all. Where most people go wrong is assuming 
jeans and a winter jacket are enough. Layers, children, layers. My fa
vorite combination is long johns, sweats and jeans for the legs with five 
shirts underneath a hoodie keeping the rest of me warm. Two pairs of 
socks are better than one—maximum bulk for maximum warmth.

One of my favorite places to snowshoe is Muncie Lakes out by 
Ranch Rudolf, beginning at one of the many trailheads. The great thing 
about these trails is that you can snowshoe or ski as far as your heart de
sires. Take an afternoon stroll and have a winter lunch on the lakes. Or 
perhaps you are in a more energetic mood and feel like visiting your 
aunt in New York; the North Country Trail runs right through Mun
cie Lakes and leads as far east as you can imagine. East Coast not your 
thing? The trail can also take you as far as North Dakota. Yes, it’s a long 
way, and yes, people do hike from start to finish—a six-month hike.

I’m no ice-thickness expert, so I resort to using game theory. If I go 
on the ice, I may be able to slide around and have a ball, but I could 
also fall through and die a most terrifying and excruciating death. But 
if I don’t go on the ice, I may have to sit contented on a log doing 
nothing. But there is no chance of me falling through ice I’m not on. 
This reasoning makes snow angels probably the most energetic activity 
I do because it’s nothing more than lazy jumping jacks.

Above all, my favorite thing about snowshoeing is that you final
ly take a break and are far enough into the woods that everything is 
quiet. And when I return home, I have a sense of contentment be
cause I actually did something today.

Wishing you a
Merry Christmas -
and a Knowledgeable

New Year! ^5/

EXPAND YOUR MIND IN 2009 
AT MADONNA UNIVERSITY!

We'll accept up to 74 transfer credits, sometimes more, 
making a bachelor's degree closer than you thought. 
Exercise your mind in one of 75+ majors, and gain the 

knowledge and know-how for a successful career.

A digital camera Christmas
With one out of two households in America 

owning some sort of a digital camera and over 21 
different named brands to choose from, buying a 
camera these days can be a mind-bending process.

Teaching a digital camera class for NMC’s Extend
ed Education has given me feel for the general public’s 
wants and needs. A common question is, “Which 
one should I buy? There are so many choices!”

TOMAUCH
Press Staff Columnist

TECHNO
BABBLE

Outside of digital SLRs (dominated by Canon’s 
digital Rebel and Nikon’s D-series) that are geared 
toward serious photographers, there are two basic 
“point and shoot” type cameras.

One is ultra slim, with the size and shape slimmer 
than a deck of cards but fewer features. The other is a 
bulkier camera built to accommodate a more power
ful, better quality lens.

I have owned a two-megapixel camera that gave 
me decent 8x10 inch prints. A common mistake I 
see from students is wanting the biggest megapixel 
for the buck. Unless you’ll be using it for a specific 
purpose, a five to eight megapixel camera will give 
you all you need as far as clarity and quality. It takes 
up less space and downloads faster. Lens quality is 
more important.

The first step in purchasing a point and shoot is to 
decide if you want convenience in a super-slim or one 
that can offer more features or a higher quality image 
with a significandy higher zoom that’s larger in size.

With most point and shoots ranging from one 
to four hundred dollars, I ventured out to a few 
local stores to test the market.

After losing Blue Photo on Eighth Street, our 
dedicated camera shops are The Camera Shop on 
Front Street and Ritz Camera in the Grand Traverse 
Mall. My favorite local big box stores are Sears and 
Best Buy; they have good selections but it’s rare that

get the expert advice as with the dedicated stores.
Look at speed, size and shape, as well as shutter 

lag and optical zoom. How big is the LCD screen? 
Does it have a viewfinder? Standard zoom is three 
times for the ultra slim pocket types.

The top selling superzoom camera currently is the 
Nikon Coolpix P80, with 18x zoom, ten megapix
els and image stabilization built in. An average street 
price of $312 makes this camera very attractive. Of 
course, this camera won’t slide in and out of your 
shirt pocket like the popular Nikon Coolpix S50 and 
S60 series that Ashton Kutcher is pushing these days.

After testing the Nikon at Ritz Camera, I found 
it to have a few flaws. It’s a small camera with a large 
LCD screen on the back. No room for a viewfinder. 
You must hold the camera by the sides to keep out of 
the way of the menu buttons and flash. I accidentally 
hit many buttons I shouldn’t have. In addition, the 
shutter lag was longer than expected. The salesman 
said the lag can be reduced by purchasing a different 
high-speed storage card. Hmm, more money.

A category that many NMC-ites will be interest
ed in is the $100-budget camera. This has been the 
fastest growing market; as the economy tightens, 
the competition does too.

A good choice is the Canon Powershot A590 IS. 
This 8-megapixel, 4x zoom camera is great value for 
money. It has face detection and tons of features. 
Make sure you buy high-quality rechargeable bat
teries. You’ll also need a high capacity storage card 
(32MB card is included, which is a bit of a laugh). 
Amazon.com offers this camera for $110, which in
cludes free shipping.

Remember, try before you buy, if possible. Get 
the camera in your hands and play. It’s best to buy 
locally to save on shipping, time and returns but 
the best face prices will be found in cyberspace.
Or, you could always print the online price and ask 
local store for a price match.

As always, I recommend www.dpreview.com as 
a great resource for in-depth reviews, previews and 
user comments on any camera in the market, even 
discontinued models. And happy holidays to all my 
fellow techno-nerds and geeks.

JERRY DOBEK NMC Astronomy Instructor

(for NOV. 13- NOV. 19 2008)

Earth to Perihelion
The Geminid Meteor shower will peak on December 
13 and 14. The 16-day-old Moon will interfere with 
all but the bright meteors. Despite the early heavy ac
cumulation of snoyv, winter doesn’t arrive officially 
until 7:04 a.m. EST on Sunday, December 21. This 
marks the shortest daylight time of the year. If this 
chills you, just remember we are getting closer to the 
Sun. The Earth reaches perihelion on Sunday, Janu
ary 4 at 10 a.m. EST when we will be 91,400,939 
miles from the Sun.

Thin Crescent Moon
If you missed the close conjunction between 
Venus and Jupiter and that thin waxing cres- 
cent Moon last month, you have another 
chance at a similar viewing. Mercury and 
Jupiter will appear just two degrees apart 
on December 28 and 29. The thin crescent 
Moon will join the pair low in the southwest
ern skies 30 minutes after sunset. The Moon 
will then glide above Venus on December 31.

The NMC Joseph H. Rogers Observatory will be open to the public on Saturday, December 20 from 8 
p.m. until 10 p.m. In honor of next year’s International Year of Astronomy, the Observatory will have Open 
Houses every weekend throughout the year. Beginning on Friday, January 2 from 8-10 p.m. the open view
ing will alternate Fridays and Saturdays. A list of Open Houses at the NMC Observatory can be found on the 
website at www.nmc.edu/rogersobservatory.

*



December 11, 2008
WHITE PINE PRESS

Calendar
Ladies’ Night in Downtown Tra
verse City, December 11 from 6- 
9 pm. Enjoy food, refreshments,. 
and specials for your holiday 
shopping needs. Visit www.down- 
towntc.com for more information.

“A Christmas To Come Home
To,” presented by Gio’s of Kalkas
ka and Stardust Productions. De
cember 12, 19, and 26. Buffet 
dinner at 7 pm.; show at 8 pm. 
Adults $25; Kids 12 and under 
$12.50. Call 384.4444 for more 
information.

“The Canary Effect,” presented 
by the Native American Student 
Association. This film won the 
Stanley Kubrick Award for inno
vative filmmaking at the Traverse 
City Film Festival in 2006, and 
the NASA will sponsor the free 
showing on December 12 at 7 
pm. Scholars Hall 217.

Holiday open house and mid
night madness, December 12. 
Visit downtown Traverse City for 
special events, in-store specials 
and general holiday cheer. Call 
231.922.2050 for more informa
tion.

Coppelia at Interlochen. Decem
ber 12 at 7:30 pm and December 
13 and 14 at 1 pm and 7:30 pm. 
For ticket information visit tick- 
ets.interlochen.org.

Student Photography Exhibi
tion, December 12-January 9. 
Visit Traverse City’s Cuppa Joe 
Warehouse Lounge to enjoy tradi
tional black and white photogra
phy from NMC students.

NMC Holiday break begins 
December 14.

Men’s Night in Downtown Tra
verse City, December 18 from 6- 
9 pm. Take advantage of in-store 
specials gift wrapping, refresh
ments and prize drawings. Visit 
www.downtowntc.com for more 
information.

College closed for the holidays,
December 24-26, December 31 
and January 1.

Spring semester begins January 9.

15th Annual Downtown Bridal
Show, January 4 from noon to 4 
pm. Visit www.downtowntc.com 
for more information.

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s
Nest, presented by the Old Town 
Playhouse. January 16-31 at 8 
pm. For ticket information call 
231.947.2443 or visit 
www.oldtownplayhouse.com

Downtown Chili Cook-Off,
January 17 from 11 am to 3 pm 
at the Park Place Dome. Proceeds 
to benefit Friday Night Live, the 
Halloween walk and other activi
ties. Call 231.922.2050 for more 
information.

Feminists United (FU) Meets 
Mon., 5:30-6:30pm. Scholars 
Hall, room 207. Everyone is wel
come to join. Discussion and ac
tion. tcfeministsunited@gmail. 
com.

VOX: Voices for Planned Parent
hood Meets Wed., 4:30-5:30pm. 
West Hall. Make your voice 
heard! Women’s reproductive 
rights are at risk! Join VOX for in
formation and discussion. voxtc@ 
hotmail.com or www.myspace. 
com/voxtc.

Classifieds
eBay! eBay!
Got extra stuff laying 

around? TVs Microwaves, 
Lamps, Dogs?

You drop if off...
We’ll sell it for you! 

Call Shibes at 
(213) 649-1221 

or reach us at
michaelheibel@yahoo.com

CALENDAR 11

THE NEW WHITING
- Newly Renovated Rooms 

• Great Urban Living

Call us at (231) 947-6360
or check out our website

www.thewhitinghotel.com
.. .
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ou are here NMC
University 

Center'

0 are we. Opening Neu• Doors

Ferris State University offers bachelor degree programs articulated with Northwestern Michigan 
College right here in Traverse City at the NMC University Center. We understand convenience is an 
important factor when considering the next step. Complete a bachelor’s degree on this campus so 
you can continue working and living the life you’ve established.

Your future’s in your backyard.
Stop by our office or call (231) 995-1734 to learn more about the quality Ferris programs offered 
right here: Accountancy, Business Administration, Business Administration-Aviation, Business 
Administration-Maritime, Business Administration-Professional Track, Computer Information 
Systems, Human Resource Management Certificate, International Business Certificate,
Nursing RN to BSN, Secondary Teacher Education and Social Work,
Information Security and Intelligence (BS) and

.............. ..... ...... ^Fekk.sS™Forensics Certificate.

University
www. ferris. edu/offcampus 
Online programs also available

COLLEGE OF PROFESSIONAL 
AND TECHNOLOGICAL STUDIES

•»
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Worst "hindsight is 20/20" moment
In Congressional testimony in October, as the 
stock market was plummeting and retire
ment nest eggs were disappearing, former 
Fed Chairman Alan Greenspan acknowl
edged that he was "partially" wrong in op
posing financial regulation. "Yes, I found 
a flaw," he said, when grilled about his free-
market ideology. "That is precisely the reason I 
was shocked, because I'd been going for 40 years 
or more with very considerable evidence that it 
was working exceptionally well."
Best person for the job Besl/Worst sign of the times

With the recession and job losses driving this trend,

Best weather
Cherry Festival

Near-perfect weath
er, new events and 
happy crowds made 
this years Cherry Fes
tival a success, despite

economic woes and high 
gas prices. Good leadership 
made the Festival profitable 
for the first time in five years.

Best performance from 
beyond the grave 
Heath Ledger
His captivating performance as the Joker in the year’s biggest 
movie showed why the Australian actor died too young in an 
apparent accidental drug overdose. Ledger may become just the 
seventh actor to be posthumously nominated for an Oscar.
Worst news for whales - Best homecoming 
Worst news for whales Ingrid Betancourt, who
In November the Supreme Court ruled was a candidate for presi- 
that the Navy had the right to contin- dent in Colombia in 
ue its sonar training off the Southern
California coast. Studies have shown 
that sonar pulses damage the hearing
organs of whales and dolphins and can years until her rescue, 
also hinder their ability to mate, find along with 14 other hos- 
food and navigate. Some sonar pulses tages, in July. The imag- 
appear to have caused whales to strand es of her reuniting with 
themselves on shore, with necropsies her children - now adults 
finding signs of internal bleeding near _ in Paris caused grown

Barack Obama
Go-bama? Or No-bama? 
McCain? Or McCan’t? 
And what about O’Billary? 
These questions were 
put to rest in an histori
cal 2008 election that put 
the nation’s first African- 
American in the White 
House during very trou
bled times. Young people 
also voted in 
record-high 
numbers
in this 
elec-

2002, was held hostage 
by FARC rebels in Co
lombia for six-and-a-half

mortgage troubles rose to a record level in the fall, 
with 1 in 10 home loans either in delinquency or 
foreclosure, according to the Mortgage Bankers Asso
ciation, who also reported that banks will start fore
closure actions against 2.2 million homes this year 
alone. The Labor Department reported that the U.S. 
lost 1.25 million jobs in the fall. With further auto 
industry cuts on the way and the
state unemployment fund already 
in the negative, Michigan resi
dents would do well to think about 
another of our traditions - farming.

Best sports performance 
Tiger Woods, U.S. Open
After undergoing surgery on his left knee in
April, Woods didn't play a tournament in 
the two months leading up to this year's U.S. 
Open. Yet Woods trailed journeyman Rocco Me

diate by just one stroke on the final hole of the 
last round. Tiger sunk a 13-foot birdie to force 
an 18-hole playoff the next day. He and Mediate 
- ranked 158th in the world - went shot-for-shot 

on Monday. Down three strokes after 10 
holes, Mediate roared back to take a 
one-stroke lead going into 18. But 
Tiger birdied the last hole again to 
force overtime, and he clinched 
the championship in the first

their ears.

Worst gray area 
A late March tip to Texas po
lice from a 16-year-old girl at a 
Texas polygamist sect's remote 
ranch complaining of both phys
ical and mental abuse became 
one of the largest child custody 
cases in U.S. history. On April 3, 
more than 430 children and 100 
mothers were removed from the 
Yearning for Zion Ranch after 
a judge ruled them in immi
nent danger. Its leader, Warren 
Jeffs, the leader of the breakaway 
Mormon sect, had been con
victed in 2007 of forcing a 14- 
year-old girl into marriage and 
sexual relations. Yet authorities 
struggled to prove their case, and 
after the Texas Supreme Court 
ruled the state acted improp
erly, all but three dozen of the 
youngsters were returned to their 
home by early June.

men to weep. Really.

Worst 15 minutes
Sarah Palin
In ’09, the Alaskan governor 
will join Dan Quayle in Re
publican purgatory, and by 
2015, she’ll be a question on 
Jeopardy. Quickly doubted 
even by party faithful after she 
did poorly in TV interviews, 
she failed to attract indepen
dent female voters to her mes
sage, which turned out to be 
mostly gobbledy-gook. Then 
she complained - against tra
dition - about not having 
been allowed to speak after 
Sen. McCain’s very eloquent 
and -rrr- gracious

hole of sudden death, winning 
his 14th major on a broken 

left leg.
Best economic news Gas prices plummet

Near-perfect weather, new events and happy crowds 
made this year’s Cherry Festival a success, despite 
economic woes and high gas prices. Good leadership 
made the Festival profitable for the first time in five 
years.

concession
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