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We hew to the line/ let the chips fall where they may

Election results 
in new NMC 
board member

The NMC Board of Trustees 
will welcome new member Susan 
Sheldon to the board after the 
November 4 election.

Sheldon, the director of in
vestment, trust and retirement 
services at Northwestern Bank, 
has helped with NMC fundrais
ing efforts in the past. She hopes 
her fiscal expertise will help NMC 
face the challenges provided by 
current state and federal econom
ic issues.

“I am really excited to serve at 
this capacity,” said Sheldon. “I’m 
really looking forward to it... I’m 
ready to roll up my sleeves and 
help.”

Returning to the board is 
K. Ross Childs, a retired adminis
trator for Grand Traverse County.

“We have one of the best com
munity colleges,” said Childs.

He believes the faculty has 
contributed to that just as much 
as the students have.

“[NMC transfer students] per
form in the top ten of all trans
fer students,” he said. “Those who 
go on with their two-year degrees 
perform well in business. It’s a 
great place for students to come 
for two years.”

BLACKOUT MEETING

Meeting sheds light on power outage
President Nelson apologizes in afternoon Q & A

I NORA STONE
Press A&E Editor

Online registration 
open for students

Online registration for the 
spring and summer semesters 
opened on Monday, November 
10. Classes ranging from business 
to oceanography will be offered, 
with something for everyone. To 
register online, visit www.nmc. 
edu/webregistration. First-year 
students are required to register 
with a counselor starting Novem
ber 17. Make an appointment by 
calling the Counseling Center at 
231.995.1040.

NMC President Tim Nelson and other 
college officials stood before East Hall dorm 
residents Tuesday evening to address criticism 
about the college’s handling of a nearly 12- 
hour-long power outage on Saturday, Nov. 8.

By 5:30 p.m. on Saturday evening - hour 
seven of the blackout - college officials were 
scrambling over where and how to safely 
house East Hall dorm residents for the night.

One solution that was floated included 
moving them to the training ship State of 
Michigan, which was met with objections 
from students.

“Nobody wanted to sleep on the boat,” 
said Betty Luigs, a student at the Tuesday 
night meeting in the lower level of West Hall.

President Nelson touched on the issue

while speaking to the group.
“The first thing was to make certain 

you had a safe place to sleep. The State of 
Michigan is safe, heated, there are lots of 
bunks and light.”

Another suggestion was to find hotel 
rooms for the night, but the only place 
with enough room available was the Grand 
Traverse Resort. With about 200 people 
living in East Hall, the cost to the college 
would have been high.

“We didn’t [decide] not to put people in 
a [hotel] room because it cost money,” said 
Nelson.

Some weren’t buying it: “They claim it 
wasn’t money, but everything’s about money,” 
said student Erica Kunkel.

Many students were frustrated over 
what they felt was an insufficient amount 
of information they were receiving. Dorm 
residents were repeatedly told that power 
would be back online “soon,” when the 
blackout actually lasted over twelve hours. 
This “lack of communication” was strongly 
criticized by some students at the meeting.

“If our leadership can’t communicate in 
a time of crisis, why don’t we examine our 
leadership if they don’t know what they’re 
doing?” asked student Antony Giese.

Students were told to grab what they 
needed for an overnight — clothes, books, 
medication — from their dorm rooms, set 
to close at 7 p.m. Students were sent to the 
Oleson Center, where, according to attendees

• See "POWER OUTAGE" on page 2
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"POWER OUTAGE" continued

of the meeting, their sense of frustration grew.
In fact, the people in charge didn’t have ariy more information 

than the students affected by the power outage.
“I was being told, ‘two hours, two hours,’ ” said Jennifer Metcalf, 

coordinator of housing. “The people calling me didn’t know either.”
“Jen was doing her best but getting the brunt of the frustration,” 

commented Luigs. “We look to her for answers. The fact that she 
wasn’t informed shows a lack of organization.”

President Nelson addressed the communication issue as well.
“Nobody was lying to you,” he emphatically reassured the 

students. “We make decisions based on the information we have 
at hand. I apologize for the inconvenience, [but] I don’t apologize 
for the decisions we made to keep you safe... We can question the 
decisions people made. I’m telling you how we made them and what 
we’re trying to learn from that.”

Safety was a more worrisome issue for some than for others. Nick 
Buchannon, resident of East Hall and a type one diabetic, was one of 
the students gathered at the Oleson Center, where there was nowhere 
to store his insulin.

“Insulin doesn’t work well when it’s warm, so I could have ended 
up in the hospital. And I packed my bags in the dark, so it was hard 
for me to find it [in my room],” said Buchannon.

The administration tried to provide food for the displaced 
students, but “it wasn’t really food,” said Buchannon. “It was chips 
and pop, which would be bad for [my diabetes]. I feel I should be 
reimbursed for the hotel room I had to get.”

“I think it would have been a smarter decision to move us 
somewhere else,” said Luigs.

Victor Draine, East Hall RA, felt the Tuesday night meeting was 
productive. “I’m thankful they answered [our] questions,” he said. “It 
was frustrating to be in the dark for so long - both in terms of light 
and of knowledge.”

CHAIRWAY TO HEAVEN

GETTING TO THE TOP Several NMC students stood baffled in the lower level of 
West Hall on Saturday, November 2 in front of a pyramid of tables of chairs that had 
mysteriously appeared overnight.

Election roundup
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Students speak out 
on ticketing

ABRAHAM MORRISON i RICHARD DERENZY
Press Managing Editor ■ Press Staff Writer

I made it officially two years 
without my sticker now. I’ve 
probably acquired over 12, 13 
tickets. When you add all that 
money up, that’s quite a bit of 
money, but it seems like they 
are a little bit edgy. I’m very 
upset. I’ve thought about it 
and yeah, okay, I didn’t get the 
sticker, but I have got way too 
many tickets. I’ve gotten three 
in a day, like, two at a time, like 
they have seen tickets in my car 
and they still give me a ticket. ))

JIMMY OLSON,
second-year student

a I am a poor college stu
dent. I can’t afford to pay 
$ 15 for over a month, and 
that means it goes up to 
$30. So I ended up pay
ing $45 for my two tick
ets, and that was like my 
entire month’s allowance, 
and I haven’t gotten any 
money from allowance 
since then, so I’ve been 
living off of 5 bucks for 
the entire school year so * * 
far. It’s not going so well. s '
MATTHEW MONLEY
first-year student

So it was late outside 
and someone [expletive] 
up their parking, and 
they parked on the line, 
so I had to park on the 
line. The next morning,
I had a parking ticket.
I am very upset. I don’t 
have any money, and I’m 
not paying my [exple
tive] ticket. ))

LOIS JONES
first-year student

The fight against 
racism is far from over

The guy who writes up the tickets at NMC, Of
ficer Morris of Traverse City parking enforcement, 
said it’s not about the money.

The goal of the parking police is to enforce the 
parking ordinances on campus, said Morris, so that 
the limited parking available on NMC’s campus is 
efficiently managed.

“My goal in life is to do my job and not write 
any tickets,” said Morris.

NMC’s main campus has only 1,696 parking 
spaces, and at peak class times, it’s possible that 
every single space on campus could be full.

And that makes improper parking a problem.
Morris said he said he tries to be lenient. If a 

student is driving a different car for the day, they 
can write down the permit number from their 
parking sticker and put it on the windshield of 
their car, said Morris. That way, the officer on pa
trol will know the student should not receive a 
ticket.

So if you have a parking pass and you are parked 
in the right lot, there is nothing to worry about.
But if you park improperly, expect to find a ticket 
on your windshield.

That’s what Matthew Monley and a small group 
outside of West Hall found out the hard way.

“You just walked up to a random group of peo
ple, and they all got tickets,” said Monley. “Every 
one of us has gotten at least one ticket.”

Where’s our parking deck?
According to numbers provided by NMC 
Facilities, a two level parking deck would 
cost $6,000-8,000 per space, and a three- 
level deck would cost of $9,000-12,000 
per space. So a new parking deck with 
400 spaces would cost $2.4 million, at 
the very least. A more reasonable estimate 
would be in the $4- to $5-million-dol- 
lar range for a three-level deck. Current 
budgetary pressures make any additional 
parking a dim possibility.

Cost estimates were provided in August of 
2007 by NMC Facilities.

Barack Obama broke through the barriers of racial prejudice in 
American to become the first African American elected President of 
the United States. However, a plethora of online communities pro
moting ideologies of white pride and racial purity are working tire
lessly to keep those barriers up.

Those organizations, along with the 26 active hate groups that 
exist in Michigan alone are a sobering reminder that prejudice is still 
alive and well in the America.

“I don’t think anyone is able to say, yeah I think racism’s really on 
the decline now,” said Student Government Advisor Lisa Blackford,
“I can’t say that, nor would I say that.”

However, Blackford said that reactions to the election will provide 
a indication of where the centers of racism and bigotry are.

A prime example of those sentiments is the events this past week 
outside Hampel’s Inc., an area gun and lock shop. After the elec
tion, an employee took the liberty of raising the American flag upside 
down, an international symbol of distress.

His statement to reporters at the scene of the incident included 
derogatory racist remarks directed at President-elect Obama. Area 
residents were shocked by the man’s behavior and responded with 
justified outrage.

Nationally, there was an even more appalling incident involving 
two young white supremacists. The two men were planning a mass 
murder of African Americans that would culminate in a suicide at
tack on Obama [New York Times].

The nation is in a transition. It’s clear the United States is moving 
toward equality but there can.be no doubt: one foot is still firmly en
trenched in the past. So, the big question is, what is the next step in 
overcoming racism?

Victor Draine, former SGA president and founder of the Multi
cultural Student Association, said he didn’t know if you could define 
steps or strategies for overcoming racism.

“If you could,” said Draine. “I’m sure it would have been over
come a long time ago.”

He sees racism as generational, and said he thinks the upcoming 
generation views race in a different, and more positive way, than the 
previous one. Draine is optimistic that this trend toward tolerance 
and unity will continue.

It’s no secret that there is no easy solution to the problems of rac
ism and prejudice. But Draine and Blackford both said the best way 
to overcome racial and cultural biases is to simply interact with a di
verse group of people.

Get to know someone of different a race, color, ethnicity or gen
der that you may have stereotypes about,” said Blackford. “We always 
have stereotypes about others than ourselves. It’s important to have 
good experiences. It starts changing those tapes in our minds of what 
we initially think about another. I think that education is a very im
portant piece for everyone, every day.”

To keep track of civil rights issues currently affecting students, check 
out the blog I Need to Calm Down at voxexmachina.wordpress.com
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Time to get rid of 
the Electoral College

Feeling relief now that Election Day is finally over? Think again. 
The real election won’t take place until Dec. 15. That’s when the 
Electoral College meets to pick the winner — and it hasn’t always 
been the candidate with the highest number of popular votes.

The popular vote is for a slate of representatives to the Electoral Col
lege, where the electors choose the next president. More than once, 
the candidate with the highest number of popular votes has come up 
short thanks to the way votes are distributed by states on a winner-take- 

all basis. The last time was in 2000, 
when A1 Gore lost to George W Bush 
despite receiving 543,816 more popu
lar votes.

Isn’t it time to get rid of this horse- 
and-buggy-era political contraption?

The theory behind the Elector
al College was that it would create 
a rough balance between states with 
large and small populations. Without 
such protection, small states feared 
that they would be overlooked as 

presidential candidates campaigned in states with the most voters. Be
cause it was the states that created the central government, this made 
sense to the framers of the Constitution.

In the modern era, however, it’s the states with some of the high
est populations - California, New York and Texas among them
- that usually are ignored because the outcomes in those states are 
considered a done deal. Indeed, Florida is the most populous state to 
enjoy - if that is the right word - a real presidential campaign, be
cause it’s a swing state.

These days, candidates focus almost entirely on a few states where 
the race is close, regardless of size, thanks to the Electoral College. In 
2004, President Bush and Sen. John Kerry spent almost 90 percent of 
their campaign time and money in fewer than a dozen states. This tends 
to depress turnout in states that are overlooked. It discourages potential 
voters who believe their vote has no real significance.

Giving swing states more clout is inherendy undemocratic. Sen. Bill 
Nelson, D-Fla., says it also violates the basic principle of one man, one 
vote. He’s right. Sen. Nelson wants to get rid of the Electoral College 
through a constitutional amendment. That, however, would require a two- 
thirds’ majority in Congress and approval of 37 state legislatures, an almost 
impossible political obstacle.

There is another way. Four states - Hawaii, Illinois, New Jersey and 
Maryland - already have passed bills to cast their state’s electoral votes 
for the winner of the national popular vote. This would take effect 
when states with an electoral majority - 270 of the 538 electoral votes
- also have passed such laws.

The sooner we are rid of the Electoral College, the more represen
tative our democracy will be.

THE ISSUE:
Is the Electoral College 

necessary?
OUR VIEW:

Young people must take re
sponsibility for the future of 

the region

MCCLATCHY-TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
Miami Hearald

“Well, that’s a fine how-do-you-do!”

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts let
ters to the editor from members of the col
lege and community. Letters should be less 
than 400 words, typewritten, and signed 
with your name, address and phone number. 
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, 
spelling and length. Opinions expressed are 
not necessarily those of The White Pine 
Press staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686
BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 
BY FAX: (231)995-2110
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How do you prepare for an all-nighter?

"Sleep all day."

Elizabeth Heydlauff, 19
Science & Liberal Arts

"I don't know how 
not to prepare for an 
all-nighter!"

Erik Pibs, 19
Bio-Chemistry

"It's difficult to make yourself 
do it sometimes. You just have 
to make the sacrifices now in 
order to get ahead later."

Will Burnes, 19
General Education

"Buy a 30-pack!"

Nick "Hippie" 
Bowlby, 21
Culinary

"Slack off the 
whole semester so 
that you eventually 
have to study all 
night!"

Jesse Andromada, 
19
Music

"Two words... 
Red Bull."

Julius Bagley 24,
Maritime

CAMPUS QUOTES
Compiled by STEPHANIE DERSCHEID

SOUflD BVTES Hunting: the truth, the tradition

■
 NORA STONE
Press A&E Editor

"I have been in business for 12 years, and I was here for Y2K, Sep
tember 11, Katrina, and all of those were big events, and we did 
notice a spike in business, but nothing on the order of what we 
are seeing right now," BERNIE CONATSER, owner of Virginia Arms 
Company in the Washington suburb of Manassas, Virginia, on the 
sharp increase in sales since last Tuesday's election.

"Just this morning at the dry cleaner, I was asked 'Have you 
found Betty yet?'" JAN MOODY, on recovering her trademark Betty 
Boop statue after it was missing for seven months.

"When you said that in '93, you emptied out the whole emergen
cy room. Everyone ran for their lives." MYRON GOLD, on admitting 
to his H.I.V.-positive status. Gold is a 67-year-old advocate for an aging 
AIDS community.

"There is only one Batman in the world. The American producers 
used the name of our city without informing us." HUSEYIN KAL- 
KAN, the mayor of Batman, Turkey, says of his recent lawsuit against 
Christopher Nolan and Warner Brothers.

"I regret my choice of words. That was a poor choice and I apolo
gize. It's probably not appropriate," RODNEY LOUIS NYLAND, for
mer employee of Hampel's Inc. Traverse City, on his racist response 
to a reporter when asked why he was flying the flag upside down on 
Wednesday.

"The bras put me out of commission for a month! I don't want to 
go through that again." One Victoria's Secret customer, in response 
to her allergic reaction caused by formaldehyde in some of the store's 
bras.

"To me, the hang of these two paintings in the current exhibition 
seems right. But if it is clear that Rothko himself wanted them 
to be horizontal, you would be crazy to go against his wishes."
WALDEMAR JANUSZCZAK, a Sunday Times art critic commenting on 
evidence that two Mark Rothko paintings have been displayed incor
rectly for years inside the Tate Museum, London.

"He kind of got to just about the middle and as he cut, he noticed 
what looked like fur." DEBORAH ATKINSON, after her husband 
found a dead mouse inside a brick of Maple Dale's Caribbean cheese.

"It's an amazing feeling. It's our first, you know, colored presi
dent," LINDSAY LOHAN, 22-year-old actress, on recent president
elect Barack Obama.

When this time of year rolls around, I sometimes get 
the impression that there’s a large group of people who 
have watched Bambi one too many times over the course 
of their lives.

I’m talking about hunting season. Myself, I quite enjoy 
this time of year; and to be honest, it gets on my nerves when 
I hear some people’s poor opinion of hunters, because I think 
those opinioffis are often formed without a thorough under
standing of what truly goes on in the woods, marshes and 
lakes of Michigan.

My dad grew up hunting duck with his father on the 
Detroit River and taking occasional trips in search of bigger 
game, like the white-tailed deer that roam our area. When 
Dad was in his teens, Gramps bought a membership at a ■ 
hunting club in Oscoda County, and a new family tradition 
was born. Years later, Gramps passed the membership over to 
my dad, who inherited more than a rifle and the right to use 
it on the club’s property: as the only one of his father’s chil
dren who made hunting part of his own life, an entire culture, 
a family history, was handed into his care.

To be fair, my dad doesn’t fit the mold of many other 
hunters. He doesn’t hunt from a blind but actually gets out 
in the woods and fields, sometimes climbing trees. He’s had 
to track wounded deer on his hands and knees through dense 
forests because he’s unwilling to simply shrug off what he’s 
shot and let the animal go to waste.

Waste is a touchy issue with hunting. In my family, noth
ing goes to waste. We eat everything my Dad brings home 
(multiple deer, if were lucky) and even butcher it ourselves. 
We know exacdy how that deer lived, how it died, and how 
it made its way to our table. Can you say the same about the 
steak you buy?

Again, were slightly alternative in this respect. Unfortu
nately, there’s a fairly large group of people who kill for sport— 
for the trophy they can hang on their wall. And I’ve heard the 
same horror stories you have of people riding in the back of a 
pickup with a high caliber rifle, on the lookout for anything 
with antlers; of carcasses left to rot in the thin November snow. 
I abhor such behavior, and I don’t call it hunting.

The true hunter is a gendeman (or in some cases, though 
rare, a gendewoman). He cares about the environment be
cause he spends more time outside than most people; he re
spects the need to keep the deer population at a disease-free, 
well-balanced equilibrium; he isn’t-ashamed to shoot does; 
and he has a healthy respect for the weapon he uses.

You may look at the deer hanging in my dad’s garage this 
fall and see causeless murder. But please don’t do me the dis
honor of equating all hunters with the wanton killers often 
vilified by those who don’t know better. I look at those deer 
and see decades of family history, I see my father and grand
father together in the forest; I see myself at five, at fifteen, at 
twenty, listening to their stories; I see my brothers and sisters 
and coundess family dinners and discussions.

I have a different take on the subject, because this is how I 
grew up. Maybe you have to grow up like I did to understand 
how I feel. But you don’t have to agree with me to give my 
opinion the same fair perspective I’m willing to give yours.

Photo Courtesy/MARK STONE

AUTHOR'S YOUNGER BROTHERS,
Donnovau (left) and Abraham (right),display their 
2006 trophies.

>
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Dinosaur Comics by Ryan North • "Is this TRULY the worst form of racism?"

Friday Nov. 14
The Lucky Ones - 12:40 
The Devil Wears Prada 
-3:00

Saturday Nov. 15
Indian in the Cupboard— 10:30 
a.m. (254 Kids Matinee)
Recycled Life — 1:00 (Free Special Feature)
The Lucky Ones - 3:00, 5:30, 8:00

Sunday Nov. 16
Flow: For Love of Water — 3:00 (Michigan 
premiere)

Monday Nov. 17
The Lucky Ones — 1:00, 3:10, 5:20 

Tuesday Nov. 18
The Lucky Ones - 1:00, 3:30 

Wednesday Nov. 19
Sergeant York - 11:00 a.m. (25<£ Classic 
Matinee)
The Lucky Ones —2:00, 5:00 

Thursday Nov. 20
IPR Poverty Forum — 10:00 a.m.
The Lucky Ones — 1:00, 3:15 

All times p.m. unless otherwise noted. Call the box office at 947-3446to confirm showtimes.

well, I can't say that I follow you, T-Rex.
Every book is written by someone, 
right? My point is that the system - 

\ the man - is set up so
anyone who doesn't want 
to be an author can't 
write a book. Ergo, 
racism ahoy.

I think you mean "prejudice". 
And what about diaries, / 

amateur writing,
transcriptions 1

Cc) 2068 Ryan North qfcsantz ► com

fVONDERM ARK * Ma«. ! »fri« for WNDERMARK.OOM

!__ _________Ft DOST UfMtr to\
THAT 

OUT OF HIS

NMC info on the go!Get Paid!
Get paid and build your re

sume by working for the
White Pine Press 

We need:
• A&E writers/movie 

reviews
• news writers
• feature writers

If interested call 231-995-1173
or stop by the office located in the 
basement of West Hall.

Alternative 
Housing for 

NMC Students
J www.thewhitinghotel.com 

231-947-6360

Room rates: S400 -*$^50 per mo 
• Wireless Internet

• All utilities included!
• Fully furnished rooms

• Downtown TC 
•Month-to-month leasing
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ICE CREAM UNDER THE STARS West Middle School eighth graders enjoy Moomers ice cream at the Plummer's field. Students turned out 
in droves to experience the magic of the Grand Traverse Astronomical Society's telescopes and expertise.

RICHARD DERENZY
Press Staff Writer

The NMC Astronomy Club teamed up with the Grand 
Traverse Astronomical Society last week to hold an event for 
eighth grade students at Traverse City West Middle School.

The idea for this “star party” came five years ago from 
Sandy Mills, who taught science at West for 12 years be
fore retiring in 2007.

Jerry Dobek, NMC astronomy instructor, said, “Sandy 
used to bring her telescope out, and members from the 
Grand Traverse Astronomical Society would attend and help 
to guide the students and family members around the skies.”

Unfortunately, Mills passed away last April after a 
long struggle with cancer. The event did not take place. 
This year, new eighth grade science teacher Sean Palmer 
revived the tradition.

“I felt it was necessary to continue Sandy’s tradition 
of putting on this event,” said Palmer.

Mills’ son, Dan, a member of the NMC Astronomy 
Club, attended the event to help the students. “The goal 
of the event is to get students involved with what they 
are learning in the classroom and apply it outside,” said 
Mills “ [It is] also to get the parents and community in
volved with the students.”

The community certainly showed up to get involved. 
Over a hundred students and parents roamed the field be
hind Moomers on North Long Lake Road with ice cream 
in hand, staring upwards as Dobek located various stars in 
the sky with a 1-A, 555-nanometer green laser.

The laser is much more powerful than standard lasers; 
it can shoot six or seven miles into the sky according to 
Dobek, who said he has a special permit just to use it, 
due to its danger to aircraft.

Multiple members of the Astronomy club attended 
the event to help the eighth grade students. 
_________________________________ West eighth-

"The goal of the event is to 
get students involved with 
what they are learning in 

the classroom and apply it 
outside."

-Dan Mills

grader Shel
by Christensen 
brought her own 
telescope to the star 
party.

“I’ve only used 
the telescope a 
couple times and 
felt this would be 
a good oppor

tunity to use it,”
said Christensen. “I’m trying to get a look at the Moon, 
but having a bit of trouble because it moves when people 
touch [the telescope].”

Attendees searched the heavens with telescopes from 
NMC’s Rogers Observatory as well as units provided by 
members of the Astronomical Society.

The largest of these was a Dobsonian 25-inch reflecting 
telescope. The 25 inches refers to the size of the mirror that 
is used for magnifying an object in the sky. The telescope it

self stood so for off of the ground that students had to climb 
a 12-foot ladder to look through the eye piece.

Richard Kuschell, a member of the Grand Traverse 
Astronomical Society for the past “six or seven years,” 
was operating the large telescope and showing students a 
variety of objects in the sky.

“I’m showing them the ring nebula located in the con
stellation of Lyra because most of these students have 
never seen it,” said Kuschell. “It isn’t like the pictures from 
the Hubble telescope, it shows up as a grey blotch, but it 
gives students an idea of what they are looking for.”

The Astronomical Society recently purchased this 
telescope and are using it to reach out to the commu
nity at large. The telescope has already been brought to 
Thirlby Field here in Traverse City, as well as Mancelona 
and Frankfort.

The Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation 
donated 40 percent of the funds needed to purchase the 
telescope to the Society. The rest of the funds were raised 
by fundraising and other means. Due to its excessive size, 
the telescope has to be stored in the garage of Ron Uthe, a 
member of the Astronomical Society.

Jim Hendry, father of Emily Hendry, a student at 
West Middle School said of the event, “It is great be
cause they host this event at Moomers and we just may 
learn something about science in the process.”
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Body of Lies
■

 NORA STONE
Press A&E Editor

“Nobody likes the Middle East, buddy. There’s 
nothing here to like,” says Ed Hoffman (Russell 
Crowe) in Ridley Scott’s new movie, Body of Lies.

But how would he know? He spends most of 
the movie at the CIA headquarters or in his own 
backyard, connected to his man on the ground via 
an incredibly reliable cell phone signal.

The man on the ground is Roger Ferris 
(Leonardo DiCaprio), who does understand the 
local culture, right down to speaking Arabic like a 
native. Much of the tension in the fdm comes not 
from the conflict between good guys and terrorists, 
but the fact that Hoffman looks down over the 
tops of his glasses and disregards the actual prob
lems in pursuit of his own goals—which he styles 
as America’s goals (though we’re
not shown whose orders Hoffman 
is following). Unfortunately, this 
includes going over Ferris’s head 
and destroying his credibility 
with Hani (Mark Strong, unctu
ously calling Ferris “my dear”), the 
charming and dangerous head of 
Jordanian intelligence—and this 
hurts the three men’s common goal 
of finding Al-Saleem, a jihadist 
mastermind behind bombings in 
England and the Netherlands.

In order to smoke out Al- 
Saleem, Ferris hatches a plan to
create a fake rival terrorist organization, complete 
with a fake rival terrorist mastermind (a hapless 
architect framed by manipulating email accounts). 
At the last moment Ferris’s guilty conscience leads 
him to try to save the architect’s life—I won’t tell 
you if he succeeds—but that conscience, which we 
see developing throughout the movie, is the most 
interesting thing about his character. It’s visible 
again in his reaction when he believes his pos
sible love interest, Iranian nurse Aisha (Golshifteh 
Farahani), has been kidnapped as a direct result of 
his activities.

Crowe is very enjoyable as the potbellied and 
Machiavellian Hoffman, and DiCaprio’s perfor
mance as Ferris is strong, particularly in a very 
difficult-to-watch scene in which he is tortured 
by Al-Saleem. But I felt like the real superhuman 
feats were performed not
by the actors, but 
by the technology

★★★☆

ble of picking a man’s face out of a 
crowded market street.

Some have called Body of Lies 
unbelievable, partly because of 
the level of technology displayed.
I’m not sure. I don’t know enough 
about the CIA and its equipment 
and techniques to say whether 

it’s possible or not—maybe it is. Maybe the 
verisimilitude of this movie is greater than we 
think. That’s a little scary, to be honest.

In fact, the most nail-biting moments of the 
movie are the parts we know are based on truth: 
Al-Saleem’s finger shaking and denunciations. The 
deep anti-American sentiment in that part of the 
world. The stomach-turning scenes of torture. 
Unfortunately, the moments that fall most flat 
come when the film tries to be too sincere, such as 
Ferris’s lunch at Aisha’s sister’s house, when he dis
cusses the “situation in Iraq.”

“There’s nothing here to like,” says Hoffman. 
“Maybe that’s the problem,” responds Ferris. 

Body of Lies does a pretty good job of balancing 
two very different points of view, and the convo
luted plot will keep you engaged. There is some
thing there to like—just as there is in the Middle 
East. But in the final analysis, the film falls a 
little short of four-star status. It just doesn’t have 

enough to say, from either 
point of view.

Body of Lies is 
rated R for strong 

violence, torture, 
and language 
throughout.

accurate

New on DVD

From blockbusters to 
writer's block

This summers big movies are starting to hit the shelves as this 
fall’s big DVDs. These three are arriving this week:

< Hellboy II:voy
TheGolaen Army
(Nov. 11)

A Tropic Thunder
(Nov. 18)

< WALL'E
(Nov. 18)

And since we wouldn’t be journal
ists if we didn’t talk about some
thing obscure at least once in every 
issue, here’s one you may not have 
heard of:

Gonzo: The Life and 
Work of Dr. Hunter 
S. Thompson >
(Nov. 18)

v / •

•-Jfc *1

£a§snorifa.

JOIN THE FUN WITH THESE 
MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBAU 

SPONSORS

MEXICAN RESTAURANTS

& *GARFIELD-ONLY. 
947-8820

BIS 
SCRTTN 
HDTV'S
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I
 JAKE ERWAY
Press Staff Writer

Skeletal Lamping closely toes the line between clarity 
and insanity. The album is the most recent brainchild 
of Kevin Barnes, songwriter for Of Montreal, who has 
written and recorded the band’s last four albums in Oslo, 
Norway and Athens, Georgia.

Due to this albums mosaic qualities, there is no logical 
place to begin or end a review of it. Skeletal Lamping is a 
collage of disco-funk, synth-pop, glam-rock and electronica 
that manages to transcend a myriad of genres and stream 
the consciousness of a 30-something man racked by 
insecurity, depression and sexual ambiguity. Without a 
careful analysis of the songs, one could easily overlook the 
juxtaposition of extremely upbeat and groovy music against 
the dark sexual overtones of the lyrics.

Songs are broken into individual movements that

Skeletal Lamping. Of Montreal
work together yet, if developed further, could stand alone. 
Barnes never ceases to amaze with his ability to layer 
complex vocal patterns, bass lines and synth tones. Added 
to this is his skillful blend of contemporary and traditional 
instrumentation. He even uses a dulcimer (yes, really).

Skeletal Lamping is music splattered on canvas: a crazy, 
troubled, schizophrenic, beautifully honest canvas. You get 
the feeling that Barnes has no filter between his brain and 
his mouth. Love it or hate it, there is no denying its sense 
of novelty and utter boldness.

But for all that, Skeletal Lamping will not serve to 
gain the band many new fans. Hissing Fauna are You the 
Destroyer? in 2007 was arguably their most accessible 
attempt to date, but Skeletal Lamping is its polar 
opposite, continuing the enigma that is Of Montreal. This 
is not easy listening for unseasoned fans.

While it may seem like a chore at first, allow yourself 
to get all the way through this album. If you’re willing, 
Skeletal
Lamping will 
strip away the 
layers one by 
one and offer 
a vibrant view 
through the 
deranged aural 
kaleidoscope of 
Kevin Barnes’ 
psyche.

Professor's Playlist
Sean Ruane 
Psychology

1) "Pushing Me Away" by
Linkin Park

2) "Red Rain" by Peter
Gabriel

3) "New Year’s Eve" by U2
4) "Holiday" by Green Day
5) "Firth of Fifit" by Genesis
6) "Southern Cross" by

CSN
7) "Wishing You Were Here" by Pink Floyd
8) "In The End" by Linkin Park
9) "Runaway" by Linkin Park

10) "Golden Slumbers/Carry Tbait Weight/The End" by 
The Beatles

Upcoming Releases

Flaming Lips 
Christmas on Mars DVD 
11 November

Girl Talk 
Feed the 
Animals 
11 November

Belle and Sebastian 
The BBC Sessions 
18 November

x>
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■ CALVIN MAISON"J ■ Press Staff Columnist

Bongo or bust
Sad? You may need more 

cowbell in your life
I doubt this is a 

rash assumption when 
I say that, like me, 
everyone is feeling a 
little stressed out with 
the semester com
ing to a close. All of a 
sudden, those unfin

ished papers due in two months start turning into papers due tomor
row. Funny how assignments given at the beginning of the year as to 
give the students plenty of time end up being done at the last second.

Finding a way to relax can be tough, especially when stress levels 
are extremely high. I mentioned this to my little brother who is cur
rently feeling the strain of high school, and we decided to check out 
a drum circle we had heard about that happens every Tuesday at Ra
dius Recording in Logan’s Landing off of South Airport. The ad in 
the Northern Express said the drum circle started at 8:15 p.m. and 
lasted until 9:15 p.m., everyone welcome with only a request for a 
three-dollar donation.

Neither of us was sure of what to expect, but we finally worked 
up the courage to check it out. The sign for Sun Radius is hard to 
miss, but if you get lost, just look around for the place with a bongo 
drum. Or just follow the music.

After climbing the stairs feeling more excited as the beats intensi
fied in volume, I was greeted by an odd array of people ranging from 
young hippies to older people who probably have fat 401Ks. There 
was a circle with a few people playing the drums and another group 
of people chatting while enjoying the music. My brother and I first 
decided to sit back and listen to the music.

Just listening was itself therapeutic; it had been a while since I’d 
felt my head was clear. As enjoyable as listening to the music was, the 
real pleasure was in actually participating in the circle. My brother 
opted for an open drum while I picked through the assortment of 
instruments lying in the middle of the circle. There were so many 
odd instruments to choose from, including tambourines, cowbells, 
and plenty of other things with which one could use some sort of 
physical force to produce music.

It really is neat to feel as if you are part of a musical creation. The 
spontaneity of it adds an entire new level of excitement. I myself am 
not musically talented, but I had no trouble smacking a tambou
rine on my leg and blending it in with the circle’s evolving beat. Even 
though everyone began doing their own thing, somehow it all came 
together and the group began to interact with one another musically.

Instruments are rotated around; the hardcore never cease to bang 
away while the novices, myself, found short breaks extremely de
sirable. I found this to be especially true when I decided to try my 
hands at a bongo drum.

A few of the players had been caught up in the rhythm for almost an 
hour with no signs of letting up, but I couldn’t keep a steady beat going 
for five minutes. My forearms were exhausted after only ten minutes of 
bongo. One of the men there said that drumming, especially with the 
frantic nature of a drum circle, works muscles often ignored in people’s 
everyday routine unless that routine includes comprehensive weight lift
ing. My daily routine never includes weight lifting.

One of the liberating aspects of being in a drum circle was that 
my relative inexperience with drums didn’t single me out. This 
thought gave me much comfort as I loosened up and started banging 
out beats more sporadically.

It is rare to find a spot in this town where a college student, or any
one, can hang out without feeling obligated to purchase something. 
Besides, I believe everyone has a primordial urge to make music by 
smacking objects. With the addiction of good company, this is defi
nitely a good way to pass what are generally dull Tuesday nights.

Windows announces 
Windows 7 to replace Vista

TECHNO
BABBLE

■
 TOM AUCH
Press Staff Columnist

Just when I bit the bullet and upgraded from 
XP to Vista for my PC, Microsoft announced that 
in a few short months their new OS, Windows 7, 
would be released.

Wonderful. So after I’ve trashed money to 
buy Vista, I discover that Microsoft sold me an 
OS that’s headed for retirement. I had held off as 
long as possible, but newer programs, videos and 
other apps are definitely being geared to Vista, so 
I took the plunge.

On October 8, 2008, screenshots of Windows 7 
were leaked, but the new system wasn’t officially an
nounced until October 28 at a developers confer
ence in Los Angeles.

I tried desperately to get a beta download, but 
only developers can test it currently - and that’s 
under the nose of a Microsoft rep, in person, on 
pre-loaded laptops (sorry Red Beard).

It’s really an inconvenience when Apple or 
Microsoft upgrades their operating systems be
cause so many programs and hardware aren’t 
compatible. Couple that with a half day spent 
uploading and another $ 189 bucks and I’d rather 
have a tooth pulled.

In this case though, there seems to be a gen
eral consensus that this is going to make up for 
Vista’s glitches and performance issues like long 
startup times, power draining performance and 
too many annoying pop-ups asking you to con
firm a command.

It looks like Microsoft listened to all these com
plaints and came up with what Vista should have 
been in the first place.

Despite being built on the same code base 
as Vista, Windows 7 should be able to boot up

faster than does Vista, according to Jon DeVaan, 
senior VP for Microsoft’s OS division. On Win
dows’ Hardware Engineering Conference website, 
DeVaan said it loads device drivers in parallel rather 
than one by one, and it cuts the number of services 
that are started when the PC is turned on.

. Another VP, Bill Veghte, stated that Windows 7 
won’t have the compatibility issues that Vista had.

“You’ve let us know you don’t want to face the 
kinds of incompatibility challenges you might have 
experienced early with Windows Vista,” said Veghte 
to conference goers. “As a result, our approach with 
Windows 7 is to build off the same core architec
ture as Windows Vista so that your current system 
will continue to pay off with Windows 7. Our goal 
is to ensure the migration process from Windows 
Vista to Windows 7 is painless.”

Developers at the conference gave it high marks. 
Programmer Paul Therrott said: “Well, let me ruin 
the surprise up front. Windows 7 is Windows Vista 
done right. If you’re already a fan of Windows 
Vista, you’ll love Windows 7 because it’s a better 
rendition of that earlier OS. If you’re a Vista hater, 
take heart: The makers of Windows 7 have re-eval- 
uated virtually everything about Vista and made 
changes small and large across the board. The result 
is a better Windows, no matter how you slice it.”

Windows 7 includes a new interface and a num
ber of new features, such as advancements in touch, 
speech, and handwriting recognition, support for 
virtual hard disks, improved performance on multi
core processors, improved boot performance, and 
high-level graphics built into the operating system.

The bottom line though is that the improve
ments to Windows 7 will only come to fruition 
if hardware makers, both PC vendors and device 
makers, certify and test their products for Windows 
7 compatibility to get things rolling. This was a 
major problem for Vista.

Don’t start saving your pennies for the big up
grade though, seeing as Microsoft delayed their re
lease of Vista numerous times.

4\IIGUT SKY
By JERRY DOBEK NMC Astronomy Instructor

(for NOV. 13-NOV 19 2008)

Saturn in the east
Venus and Jupiter are about 15 degrees 
apart as they move closer by almost one 
degree per day. By month’s end, they will 
make a nice pairing in the southwest
ern skies when the two brightest planets 
lie just two degrees apart. Saturn is rising 
now around 2 a.m. and is well placed in 
the eastern skies before dawn. Don’t con
fuse Saturn with Regulus, the bright star in 
Leo. Both appear the same brightness, but 
Regulus is higher and about 20 degrees to 
the west of Saturn.

Annual meteor shower
The annual Leonid Meteor Shower peaks on 
November 17. The 19-day-old Moon will 
interfere with viewing most of these “shoot
ing stars.” Like the Taurid shower, the Leo
nids produce some intensely bright meteors 
that can be seen despite the brightness of the 
Moon. Keep an eye on the eastern skies from 
November 14 through 19. The Big Dipper is 
laying low along the northwestern horizon at 
this time of year. If,you lived in Miami, Flori
da the Dipper would not be visible.

*

•»
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Zonta Club Festival of 
Trees at the Hagerty Cen
ter, Nov. 19-23. Come see 
over 40 professionally-decorat
ed trees and help raise money 
for the Zonta Club’s future 
activities. Tickets are $5 for 
adults and $3 for children, 
and can be obtained by calling 
231.883.4775.

Urinetown: The Musical
at the old Town Playhouse! Nov. 
13-16. Visit www.oldtownplay- 
house.org or call 231.947.2443 
for more information.

The Native Spirit Danc
ers will demonstrate their hoop 
dancing skills at Milliken Audi
torium onTues. Nov. 18. The 
event is free and open to the 
public. For more information, 
visit wwvtnativespirit.com

Feminists United (FU)
Meets Mon, 5:30-6:30pm. 
Scholars Hall, room 207. Ev
eryone is welcome to join. 
Discussion and action, tcfemi- 
nistsunited@gmail.com.

VOX: Voices for Planned 
Parenthood Meets Wed, 
4:30-5:30pm. West Hall. Make 
your voice heard! Womens re
productive rights are at risk!
Join VOX for information and 
discussion, voxtc@hotmail.com 
or www.myspace.com/voxtc.

Recycled Life to be shown at 
the State, Sat. Nov. 15 at 1 pm. 
This documentary provides a 
glimpse into the world of scav
enging at the Guatemala City 
Garbage Dump. Admittance 
is free, but a good-will offering 
would be appreciated. For more 
information, visit www.traver- 
secityfilmfest.org/ statetheatre/.

Saffire: The Uppity 
Blues Women will perform 
their tunes at Milliken Audito
rium on Sat. Nov. 15. Tickets 
are $25 in advance and $28 at 
the door. Ticket price.includes 
the concert as well as a post
concert reception, and can be 
purchased online at www.de- 
nosmuseum.org or by calling 
231.995.1553.

Lecture on US Foreign 
Affairs Policy in a Post- 
Bush World, Thurs. Nov. 20, 
at 6 pm. Dennos Museum is 
proud to present Dr. Derick 
Hulme, a political science pro
fessor at Alma College. His lec
ture is third in this academic 
years eight-part series spon
sored by the International Af
fairs Forum. Admittance is free 
for students and educators, but 
community members can at
tain tickets at the door for $10. 
For more information, call 
NMC Extended Education at 
231.995.1700.

Your BACHELOR'S I
degree!
is closer than you think •

| Livonia, Ml»800-852-4951»www.madonna.edu

CALENDAR 11
What in the world...?

It’s a small world, but all around the globe, we live based on 
different cultural traditions and rituals. What may seem typical 
in American culture might be considered downright odd some
where else, and vice versa. Uns feature will shed light on the 
practices and lifestyles of different cultures throughout the world 
so we can better understand each other as we grow.

! EMILY MORGAN
Press Staff Writer

-Ac?:

Some Christians in Africa have a different way of dealing with death. It may not seem “normal,” but 
their rituals have meaning. When people die, the deceased are brought home on the day before their 
funerals and put back into their old bedrooms. Family members hold a vigil by their bedside until the 
next morning - typically funerals are held before the sun rises. African Christians believe the sorcerers 
and witches are less likely to disturb the deceased at this time. They are afraid that the deceased would 
be meddled with during the death ceremony.
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■
 HEATHER HACKBARTH
Special to the Press
It was about 5:30 p.m. and I had just arrived home 

from decorating the youth room at East Bay Calvary 
Church for a Christmas Party the next night. I stood in 
the middle of our dining room and made a mental list 
of everything that still needed to be done that night. My 
mother noticed that I was on the verge of tears and asked 
what was wrong. I opened my mouth to try to explain, 
but I had no idea where to begin.

My best friend and I had had a huge fight earlier that 
day, I had an annotated bibliography and essay due to
morrow for AP Lang that I hadn’t even started, a chem

istry test was also 
tomorrow for which 
I was completely 
unprepared, and 
to top it all off, my 
dad had started in 
on the “What are 
you going to do 
with your life?” 
speech. I felt like 
butter spread over 
too much bread.

Before I totally 
lost it, I decided it 
was time to go for 
a run. I changed 
into the warmest 
running clothes I 
had, grabbed our 
dog, Summer, and 
ran out the door.
I ran as fast and 
as hard as I could 
in order to get as 
far away from my 
house as possible. 1

just wanted to escape reality. Maybe I could just run away 
from all the stress. Maybe, if I ran fast enough, it would 
all disappear.

At first, I didn’t feel any better. In fact, I felt even more 
stressed because I knew I was being weak. I was running 
away, literally, instead of facing my problems head on.
It was frustrating to know that no matter how far I ran I 
would still have to come home eventually and deal with 
everything, and then it would be even later, with even less 
time to get everything done.

Finally, I reached the big open cornfields that, in De
cember, were covered in a blanket of white. I stopped. 
Breathing hard, I gazed out at the openness of the field 
and listened to the quiet breeze rustle the dead stalks of 
corn. My racing mind seemed to slow down a bit. “Why 
am I out here?” I questioned. I thought about how a corn
field was the last place I should have been. I wondered 
what had possessed me to run out of the house like that in 
the first place, instead of just doing what I needed to do. 
And it hit me.

I am weak. I can’t do everything by myself. No matter 
how hard I try, I cannot live depending only on myself.

After I had this epiphany of sorts, I remembered that I 
wasn’t alone even then. I started to pray. As I did, I turned 
away from the fields before me and walked slowly toward 
the woods. While following the muddy two-track into the 
deep and snowy forest, I poured out my heart and soul 
to God, letting the pent up tears flow quietly down my 
cheeks. I realized that He, who should have been the cen
ter of my life, had somehow gotten lost in the midst of 
my busy, stressful life. Even while decorating the church 
that afternoon, my thoughts were not on Him, but on 
how quickly I could get it done to then go on to my other 
homework. And it was because I had been so distract
ed that I was so stressed. After all, had I been focused on 
the fact that God could help me get through anything, I 
wouldn’t have been in the woods that night.

Sometimes it’s really hard to concentrate on what’s re
ally important. I have always pushed myself to be the best 
student and best daughter in an effort to please my teach
ers and parents. But more often than not, being a people 
pleaser means being pulled in many different directions.
I was over committed, involved in the hardest classes at 
school and several activities at church. 1 enjoyed every
thing I did; however, my experience that night reminded 
me that I needed to chill out and bring my focus back to 
God. What helped me do this was to go for a run.

I don’t run very often. That’s because I have kept up 
the tradition to only do it when I need to escape the tan
gles of life and simply run into His arms. For me, running 
isn’t about staying in or getting into shape. For me, run
ning often restores a broken relationship with my heavenly 
Father, the most important relationship in my life.

That night in the woods, I realized how easy it was to 
just rely on God and give all the stress and frustration up. 
After all the tears were out of my system, I started to run 
again. But this time I wasn’t running away from anything.
I was running back to the house to get started on my work, 
the work I would face, not alone, but with God by my side.

Unfortunately, when I got home, it was past 7 p.m., 
and I had about 5 hours of homework to look forward to. 
Just as I was beginning to feel overwhelmed again, forget
ting what I learned on my run, my mom offered to let me 
take a “sick day” the next day. I’d like to say I didn’t take 
it, and that God helped me as I stayed up late into the 
night, working diligently until everything was done. I’d 
like to say that, but it would be a lie. I did take advantage 
of my mother’s offer. And I slept peacefully that night, 
knowing that the next time I ever felt stressed beyond my 
own strength all I had to do was run into God’s arms, lit- • 
erally or figuratively.

as ■ ■

*»


	2008-11-13-page-1
	2008-11-13-page-2
	2008-11-13-page-3
	2008-11-13-page-4
	2008-11-13-page-5
	2008-11-13-page-6
	2008-11-13-page-7
	2008-11-13-page-8
	2008-11-13-page-9
	2008-11-13-page-10
	2008-11-13-page-11
	2008-11-13-page-12

