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With only weeks re
maining before the pres
idential election, being 
up to speed on politics 
is more important than 
ever. So, this issue of the 
White Pine Press focuses 
specifically on issues re
lated to the election. In
side you can find:

• An overview of the 
candidates’ education 
plans (page 5)

• An analysis of the 
first presidential de
bate (page 5)

• An eaitorial on the 
importance of young 
voters showing up at 
the polls (Page 6)

• Some highs (and 
lows) in election re
lated films (page 12)

New club on campus shoots for the stars
I

 RICHARD DERENZY
Press Staff Writer

Astronomy students are looking for ways to raise money 
for a new dome at the observatory by getting involved out
side of the classroom.

“I could bake cookies for a bake sale or we could put 
on a car wash,” said Kari Claycomb, first chair of the As
tronomy Club on fundraising for the new dome. “My goal

with the Astronomy Club is to see that we can give the 
community this wonderful piece of equipment and to also 
make individuals in society more aware of how important 
astronomy can be to our daily lives.”

The club is looking to purchase a new dome, which 
will cost $13,500 unassembled. The new dome will be 10 
feet in diameter and 9 feet high. The dome will also con
tain an access door that will not interfere with the rotation 
of the dome.

STOP BEING POLITE...
P3

CHAT WITH A WNMC DJ
P4

BUY A CHOCOLATE AND GET 
BACK TO WORK P7

“The purpose of the astronomy club is to give students 
more insight into astronomy so that they can have fun 
with it and present it to the community,” said NMC as
tronomy professor and Astronomy Club Faculty Advis
er Jerry Dobek. “I would like to inspire some students to 
jump in and take over.”

One reason for purchasing this dome is to make open 
houses easier in the upcoming year, which is the interna
tional year of astronomy. This celebration is taking place

• See ASTRONOMY on page 2
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NMC offers vaccine for students
Student Health Services of NMC is offering flu vaccinations for 
students, staff and faculty. The cost is $15 for students and $20 for 
staff and faculty. The shots will be available on a walk-in basis on 
the following days:
• Tuesday, October 21 from 3-5 p.m.
• Friday, October 31 from 2-4 p.m.
• Monday, November 3 from 9-11 a.m.

State of Michigan ballot proposals 
approved
The controversial statewide proposals slated to appear on the Nov. 4 
ballot have been missing from the ad campaigns this year. The pro
posals are as follows:
•The Coalition for Compassionate Care promoted a proposal that 

would allow for the medicinal use of marijuana in the state of Michigan. 
•Stem Cell Research is a constitutional amendment to allow for stem 

cell research in Michigan.

Board of Trustees announce candidates
Four candidates will be vying for three open seats on NMC’s board 
of Trustees Two incumbents, K. Ross Childs and William D. Myers, 
will be seeking reelection. Susan Sheldon and Linda Wasielewski will 
be running against them. Current Board member Elaine Wood will 
not be seeking another term.

NO SPILLS ALLOWED

Press photo/CANDACE GLADFELTER

CULINARY STUDENTS worked their magic in the kitchen at NMC's Great Lakes 
Campus on Monday, October 6. In Professional Cookery, students study foods and 
cooking, focusing on commercial equipment, quality food production and profes
sional presentation.

K. Ross Childs Linda E. Wasielewski Susan Sheldon William D. Myers
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ASTRONOMY continued
all year long in honor of the 400 years since Galileo 
invented the telescope.

“Students are looking to build confidence to open 
to the general public,” said Dobek. “The assembly of 
the new dome will be done by the students.”

The foundation is already in place at the obser
vatory to support the building of this new dome. 
The new dome will provide a permanent mounting 
for the small 11-inch telescope. The dome is built 
of marine grade fiber glass - similar to speed boats - 
which is weatherproof and secure.

“Merely collecting the funds for the new dome 
is necessary,” said Dobek.

The Astronomy Club took shape last year when 
several former students, led by Melissa Brook and 
Cassie Kinney, came to Dobek about getting more 
involved in astronomy.

The Astronomy Club is currently made up of 
12 students. The only requirement to join is to be 
a current or former astronomy student. The club 
meets every Wednesday night around 9 p.m., and 
open houses - run by the Grand Traverse Astro
nomical Society - are currently held on Friday and 
Saturday nights when someone is available to run 
the observatory.

The observatory was opened in 1981, and as
tronomers from that generation have been running 
the observatories open houses.

“The Old Mans Club,” Dobek 
said with a grin,

“currently utilizes the observatory to get the com
munity involved; however, I would like to see the 
youth of this generation take over some of the re
sponsibilities so that this learning process does not 
get lost.”

Given that next year will be a worldwide open 
house year for astronomy, it is Dobek’s goal to have 
the observatory open at least one night every single 
weekend of the year.

“This will require a lot of help and commitment 
from students,” said Dobek.

Each year approximately 5,000 to 7,000 people 
visit the observatory. According to Dobek, the ob
servatory has the potential to bring in over 50,000 
people in a single year.

Last fall, Dobek designed the ceiling of stars in 
the State Theatre, providing an influential addition 
to the collaborative restoration of the historic cin
ema. The stars mimic the night sky directly above 
the State Theatre on August 12, 2007 at 11 p.m. 
during the first week of the Film Festival.

“ [The Astronomy Club] is intended to make stu
dents more aware of the community around them,” 
said Dobek, “It gives students a sense of accom
plishment to look
back on as a way to 
give back to the 
community.”

White Pine Press wel
comes comments, sug
gestions, ideas for news 
stories and calendar items.
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Start
getting
real
Reality TV star 
encourages 
NMC students 
to make their 
voices heard

■
ALLISON PETERS
Press Editor-in-Chief
Stressed out with less than a month until the 

election? Bring in Brooke to set things straight.
On Monday, October 6—the last day to regis

ter to vote before the election—Brooke LaBarbera 
from MTV’s The Real World: Denver came to Tra
verse City to host a discussion with NMC students 
in Osterlin room 203 about the importance of 
young people voting in this election.

“When I was 18,1 didn’t really care,” said the 
26-year-old reality TV icon, “but now I wish that I 
had cared—I wish everybody
in my age group had cared 
back then, because I think it 
would have made a difference.
It does make a difference.”

LaBarbera grew up in 
Nashville, Tennessee in a shel
tered environment. Raised by 
two clinical psychologists— 
her mother, liberal, and her 
father, conservative—LaBar- - 
bera and her politics do not 
necessarily match up with what her southern soci
ety would like.

“We can have change in the world and become 
happier people,” she said.

LaBarbera introduced several topics for discus
sion, including gay rights, the economy, illegal 
immigration, health care and Vice Presidential can
didate Sarah Palin.

“I think the fact that Palin is a governor [rath
er than a senator] is actually an asset,” said former 
SGA President Victor Draine. “It means she’s an 
outsider of Washington.”

Other students openly shared their opinions 
about the Republican candidate for VP.

“I’m actually really glad that [Palin] is running,” 
said NMC SGA Vice President Ruthy Posluszny, 
“because Tina Fey does such a good impression of 
her [on Saturday Night Live].”

When LaBarbera prompted the idea of Ameri

"The more young people 

that get involved, the 

better."

-Brooke LaBarbera

Press Photo/ALLISON PETERS

cans voting for the Republican ticket simply be
cause people want to see a woman in office (Since 
Hilary Clinton did not win the Democratic Presi
dential nomination), students had quite a bit to say.

“I think it’s a waste of a vote to vote for [Palin] 
just because she’s a woman,” said Draine. “I think 
it’s an insult to a woman.”

Students encouraged LaBarbera to input her 
full name into a Sarah Palin name distorter pro
gram online to find her “Sarah Palin name.”

Palin’s five children all have rather 
unusual names: sons Track and Trig, 
and daughters Bristol, Willow and 
Piper.

“Brooke Jackson LaBarbera” dis
torts into “Ammo Canal Palin.”

Students were involved in express
ing their opinions about which issues 
were most important to them.

“I think foreign policy should 
come first,” said Posluszny, “because 
I think everything follows after that. 

The better foreign policy we have, the better econ
omy we’re going to have. I think if people are going 
to be single-issue voters, the number one issue to 
look at is foreign policy because we’re a global vil
lage.”

LaBarbera continuously stressed the significance 
of the vote of the younger generation in this elec
tion.

“The more young people that get involved, the 
better,” she said.

Students discussed the idea of looking at the 
candidates from the perspective of their views as 
a whole instead of deciding on a candidate based 
solely on one issue.

“I can’t really rely on somebody for one issue, 
but I can rely on a candidate based on their 
thoughts in general—on how they think,” said Po
sluszny. “I say, ‘I want somebody who thinks like 
that to be President.”

New era in student 
government begins
SGA votes on one proposal, two 
more up in the air

■
WHITNEY DUQUE
Press Staff Writer

New Student Government Association (SGA) President Kristopher 
Smith feels that all the right people are in place to build on last year’s 
success.
“We have a pretty diverse group; almost one person from every [stu
dent] group on campus,” said Smith. “It’s a pretty good turnout.” 
Smith is enjoying the upbeat mode SGA has started the year with. 

“My main goal is to be the cheerleader of the group, to keep things 
positive,” said new SGA President Kristopher Smith.
New officers this year include President Kristopher Smith, Vice Pres
ident Ruthy Posluszny, Secretary Erin Deloney, Treasurer Mariah 
Baker and Webmasta Donovan Alkire. Lisa Blackford returns as fac
ulty adviser.
Last year’s SGA drafted a new constitution; a task that SGA has been 
trying to achieve for the last 20 years. This year, with a new constitu
tion, a new budget and a completely new board, is a year of firsts. 
During the meeting, the members voted on their first funding pro
posal, heard proposals from two other student groups, and nominat
ed two committee chairpersons.
Members voted unanimously to give $5,000 to the Ladyfest orga
nization.
“We needed the money for the venues, bands, merchandise, some 
of the workshops—basically everything we’re doing,” said Chan- 
tel Smith, co-founder of Feminists United, head of the Workshop 
Committee for Ladyfest and current SGA member.
Feminists United, which started last year, is organizing Ladyfest, an 
event that celebrates the achievements of women, and is intended 
to involve both the on- and off-campus community, and both men 
and women.
“Everyone has always been welcome to come to our organized meet
ings, men and women,” said Smith. “We have guys ask us if they can 
come and I’m like ‘Of course you can come!”’
Ladyfest will take place October 24-26, Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
at the InsideOut Gallery.
Two student groups also made proposals for funding from the SGA. 
Spencer Carey, president and treasurer of Pen and Paper Role Play
ing, requested $500 to $1,000 to buy books, paper, dice and other 
supplies needed for the “Dungeons and Dragons” tournaments in 
which the group participates. Although participation fluctuates, the 
group has 10-12 regular members.
Pen and Paper Role Playing is open to all students and any new 
member can be brought up to speed, Carey said.
A second proposal was brought by Dagorhir, a folk swordfight
ing group.
Dagorhir requested $1500 to cover repairs for their current weap
ons, to buy new weapons, to cover travel expenses and to rent Grace 
Macdonald Park where the group will hold their Barbeque and Bat
tle fundraiser. Dagorhir has showcased “battles” for a nursing home, 
a birthday party and even a YMCA girls’ camp.
The group travels to battle with other groups — even in the winter
time — such as at Oakland University’s gymnasium, where the group 
went last year.
“It is an honor-based sport and we try to emphasize that a lot with 
our players,” said Jacob Pobst, president of Dagorhir.
Two new chairpersons were nominated: Francis Hartsuff, for the 
Students Events committee, and Victor Draine for the Student Out
reach Committee.

*

•t
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NMC Foundation 
thinking outside 
the classroom
I

 ALLISON PETERS
Editor-tn-Chief

In September the NMC Foundation instituted a new plan to help 
fund innovative ideas introduced by students, faculty and staff for 
the greater learning experience at NMC.

NMC Foundation Director Kathleen Guy has had a big hand in 
making this money available.

“The Innovation Grant Fund,” explained Guy, “allows students, 
faculty and staff to say, ‘I think I have an idea that might work that 
I’d like to try, and there isn’t funding available for me in any other 
way. Would you be willing to fund me for this?’ ”

The Foundation will make available $50,000 annually for an Inno
vation Grant Fund for faculty and staff. The Foundation has also col
laborated with the Student Government Association and the Barbeque 
Board to create a $30,000 Innovation Grant Fund for students.

“Our Dean of Students Anne Monroe approached the Barbeque 
Board last year for funding for this program, and said if they would 
fund $10,000 for it, the Foundation would be willing to commit 
$10,000, and the SGA, through the student activities fees, could 
commit $10,000—so that’s how we have a pool of $30,000 available 
for students,” said Guy. “It’s really collaborative among several enti
ties within NMC.”

Funding is for one-time, non-recurring requests. Individual 
grants will range from a few hundred dollars up to a maximum of 
$5,000. Therefore, a minimum of six grants will be awarded each 
year for students.

Dean of Students Anne Monroe was “at the helm” of the opera
tion to make the Innovation Grant Fund possible, according to Guy. 

“I would credit a group of people for the student fund,” said Guy. 
Students with interesting, novel ideas to demonstrate learning 

could look to the Innovation Grant Fund for money to start new, 
learning-based student groups or to host field trips or study abroad 
programs, for example.

“Last year, we had students who were really interested in doing 
hands-on work abroad with the Safe Passage program,” said Guy.

The NMC Safe Passage Student Organization, a student group 
on campus inspired to aid the disadvantaged citizens of Guatemala, 
could have applied for the Innovation Grant Fund, had it been avail
able then.

“There were no funds available for [Safe Passage], so they knew 
they needed to raise X-number of dollars to be able to make the 
trip,” said Guy. “There was a gap between what it was going to cost 
and what they could personally contribute. There really wasn’t any
thing here at NMC that’s ready-made for that.”

Students with individual interests may apply for the Innovation 
Grant Fund if they have an area of academic interest that they would 
further like to investigate, but lack resources to do so.

“We didn’t say no to individuals,” said Guy, “because it’s possible 
that somebody might step forward with a project in mind that they 
would need some funding assistance for.”

Some campus organizations, including the NMC Writing Center 
and we here at the White Pine Press, have already shown interest in 
the educational benefits of the grant.

“It’s another funding source for students and student groups,” 
said Lisa Blackford, faculty adviser for the SGA. “However, student 
groups should still come to the SGA first for funding.”

Innovation Grant Fund requests can be submitted via a two-page ' 
form. The deadline for proposal submissions is Wednesday, October 15. 
This will be the “first cycle,” according to Guy. Future deadlines will be 
the first of February, March, October and December. Awards will be an-

• See NMC FOUNDATION on page 14

FROM THE SOURCE S MOUTH
By ALLISON PETERS Editor-in-Chief

J on making
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WPP: What’s your role at WNMC?
RATTAY: I am a volunteer DJ. Typically I’ll work 
one shift per week. And I just come in and DJ 
- play some tracks, depending on which shift it is. 
Currently I do Tuesday 2-5 afternoon jazz. I’ll play 
a jazz rotation and talk about it sometimes. For a 
long time - I’d say for about two and a half years 
straight - I worked pretty exclusively in the rock 
shows, usually from 9pm or 11pm until 2am, and 
just play stuff from rock rotation: current and local 
non-top-40 rock stars.
WPP: Who are some of your favorite artists?
RATTAY: I personally enjoy Eve 6, Ani DiFranco, 
Incubus and Raining Jane.
WPP: How long have you been at WNMC? How 
has your experience been there?
RATTAY: I’ve been at WNMC for four and a half 
years now - I started in May of 2004. I just walked 
in one day, just walking by, and I saw a guy play
ing guitar in the studio, and I was like, “Oh! Free 
concert!” And it turns out you can just volunteer 
and work for free. I was terribly interested in it. I 
started working some early morning jobs, getting 
my feet wet, and next thing you know, I was doing 
all sorts of call-in shifts. I was the only student em
ployee there who lived on campus, so I was the go- 
ahead guy, doing a lot of call-in shifts since I was 
right there. Over the years I’ve found myself in a lot 
of fill-in positions, where I’ll do a show for a num
ber of weeks or even months until the person who 
regularly does it can come back.
WPP: Was WNMC your start with radio?
RATTAY: Yeah, I had never ever done anything 
with radio before.
WPP: How did you get the job?
RATTAY: I applied online - you can volunteer 
online - there’s a form you can fill out on wnmc. 
org. And it’s pretty much a 100 percent hire basis.
You get hired and go through some training stuff.
But they get about the number of volunteers they 
need, so it works out real nice. And the bulk of the 
volunteers are people who have worked there for 
years — people who have been there for a significant 
amount of time.
WPP: What other radio or broadcast journal
ism experience have you done now in addition to 
WNMC?
RATTAY: A year and a half ago, I was approached 
with an offer to work at Sunny Country 101.9 over 
the summer, and it was an assistant position for a 
program director, which was huge for me. I was 
like, “Yeah! I’ll do it!” There were only four people

working there, and a couple weeks into it, the 
program director and the DJ left, putting me 
as the production director after two weeks. I 
took over pretty much everything, which was 
pretty overwhelming, but a convenient learn
ing experience. Over the summer, I was ap
proached by WMNC. My boss, Eric Heinz,

told me that 106.7 WSRT was looking for a stu
dent intern for the summer, and I got the position.
I did pretty much the same stuff I did as produc
tion director for Sunny Country, except for no 
money because it was an internship. Then, less than 
a week after I had finished [the internship], they 
called me and said their producer, who I worked 
under, from the morning show, was resigning, and 
they needed someone to fill in until they could find 
someone permanent. I had class coming up full
time, but I took it anyway. Monday through Fri
day at 5am pushing buttons and being on air was 
really nice, but just taxing as far as time and sleep 
and what-have-you goes. During that time, I did a 
number of voice recordings. The building that has 
WSRT also houses KLT and the FOX FM, so I 
talked to their producers and started working part- 
time at the FOX FM as a DJ.
WPP: Had you taken any classes at NMC that 
helped you gain knowledge or experience? 
RATTAY: I had also taken two semesters - with the 
manager of WMNC - of Broadcast Practicum at 
NMC, learning how to use the computer program 
they use to edit and cut sounds. It was a great class, 
and it really helped out. I took it while I was work
ing at Sunny Country because one of my jobs there 
was to create commercials. People would come in 
from the sales room and say, “Hey, we want a com
mercial.” They would just give us information, and 
we would have to create it from scratch.
WPP: What’s your advice for people who want 
to start getting the experience they need for what 
they want to do in the future?
RATTAY: If there’s something you want to do, and 
if there’s somewhere in the area where you can vol
unteer to learn how to do that - even an internship 
- it is an amazing learning experience, an opportu
nity. Everywhere you go people will tell you that you 
need experience to get hired, but you can’t get hired 
without experience - blah, blah, blah. If you can find 
an internship, they’ll take pretty much anyone with 
no experience to train because they don’t have to pay 
them. It works out for everyone, in my opinion. 
WPP: What are your plans for the future? 
RATTAY: I will have my Associate’s Degree from 
NMC in the spring, and then I plan on moving to 
Florida. By then, I will have five years’ experience 
at WNMC, almost a year at WSRT and the FOX, 
plus my previous experience at Sunny Country and 
the broadcasting classes I took here. I plan on look
ing at radio station jobs once I go to Florida.
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First Presidential Debate
I
 EMILY MORGAN

Press Staff Writer

Feeling as though Traverse City lacks a sense of community involvement? You apparently 
didn’t attend the First Presidential Debate on Friday, September 26, at the State Theatre.

An estimated 583 people lined up to see the debate between senators and Presidentical can
didates John McCain and Barack Obama.

Judith Pease and her sister Joanne Garrison were visiting the TC area when they heard about 
the event at the State Theatre.

“We were on our way back to the hotel,” said Pease, “when we saw the advertisements for 
the debate.”

The tickets for this event were free and were offered online in advance to help promote a 
sense of community involvement in the political campaigns. Those who did not get tickets in 
advance had to improvise. And thanks to the extra effort and generosity of the State Theatre, the 
sisters were able to see the debate by waiting in the stand-by line.

The theatre created a line for those of us who didn’t get a ticket in time, clearly upholding 
their motto: “Everyone gets in.”

For many, it was more thrilling to see the debate on the big screen than at home on a 20- 
inch television, and the balloons, streamers and dressed-up volunteers all set the mood for an 
evening of campaign excitement.

“It’s like we were there in person,” said Garrison.
A table was also set up for voter registration—quite appropriate.
After a short introduction from the Michael Moore himself, the fun of the night began. The 

candidates hit some major issues throughout the evening, inicluding the bailout plan, the state 
of our economy, health care and taxes. The bailout plan seemed to be of high concern for the 
State debate attendees.

“I’m just not understanding,” said Pease regarding the $700 billion plan. “[Let’s] put politics 
aside and get the real story.”

The Senators hinted at the plan, referenced it and dodged it frequently, but never gave 
enough information for the viewers to fully grasp the concept behind it. Pease would likely not 
be pleased with the lack of information given.

Long-winded answers left us with more questions than we had to begin with. However, it was 
a decent night of debating overall, with a couple “zings” here, a “touche” there. A couple notable 
quotes of the night: “Jim.. .err.. .John” (Obama), and, “I didn’t win Miss Congeniality” (McCain).

Strangers conversing, friends debating, loved ones discussing—bravo to the State Theatre for 
creating neutral a battleground for voters of all beliefs.

Whatever way you decide to vote - democratic, independent or republican—we can all agree 
with Joanne Garrison: “This is the most exciting election year I can remember.”

Take part in history!

Election by the numbers
538: total electoral votes
270 : minimum electoral votes needed to win
17: electoral votes Michigan is worth
5: states still a toss-up (npr.org)
69: electoral votes still a toss-up (npr.org)
$335: millions Obama has spent since beginning campaign 
(cnn.com)
$148: millions McCain has spent since beginning campaign 
(cnn.com)
$7.78: millions Obama has spent advertising in battleground 
states (TNS Media Intelligence/CMAG)
$7.80: millions McCain has spent advertising in battleground 
states (TNS Media Intelligence/CMAG)
56%: negative McCain ads (Wisconsin Advertising Project) 
77%: negative Obama ads (Wisconsin Advertising Project) 
165,437: in individual votes, the margin of Michigan Dem
ocratic win in the 2004 Presidential election (clerk.house.gov) 
1971: year voting age lowered to 18
14.2%: youth (18-24) share of votes cast in 1972 (civicyouth.org) 
36%: youth voter turnout in 2000 (civicyouth.org)
47%: youth voter turnout in 2004 (civicyouth.org)

Statistics as of 9 October 2008.

Obama and McCain plans 
for higher education

■
 ERIN BERNHARD

Press Features Editor

Considering how much is at stake in this election, both Senators
Obama and McCain have released plans for improving America’s higher 
educational system. 'Though policies and procedures will differ greatly 
between the two candidates, both claim to provide necessary changes 
for college students if they are elected.
Obama & Biden’s Pian
• Create the American Opportunity Tax Credit to create a fully-re- 

fundable credit ensuring first $4000 of college tuition paid and cover 
two-thirds of the average cost of tuition at public colleges. Credit 
would require recipients to complete 100 hours community service 
a year.

• Simplify the financial aid application process by eliminating the 
FAFSA form, basing aid eligibility solely on family tax information.

• Help students become aware of their own college readiness by pro
viding $25 million to high schools nationwide to develop Early As
sessment programs for 11th graders to stay on track for college.

• Expand Pell Grants, keeping pace with rising tuition costs.
• Provide community colleges with grants to conduct thorough analy

ses of skills and technical education needed to benefit local indus
try, implement degree programs suitable for industry and technical 
career demands, reward institutions for graduating students and in
crease transfer student numbers.

McCain’s Higher Education Policy
• Modernize universities by lessening governmental regulations, result

ing in innovative approaches to education and continued competi
tion in a global economy.

• Improve provided information for parents to help families make 
more informed decisions about their higher education paths.

• Simplify tax benefits so more families take advantage of opportunities 
and realize lower tax burden in sending their children to college.

• Eliminate earmarks to help federal government support univeristy re
search.

• Fix student lending programs, demanding highest standard of integ
rity from private lenders and expanding public loan capabilities.
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THE ISSUE:
What's at stake in '08?

OUR VIEW:
Present turmoil sparks action in 

young voters

one was asking the same question: “Could

Young voters matter 
now more than ever

Not since the election of 1972 have the votes of young adults mattered so 
much in a presidential race. That year, George McGovern was running against 
Richard Nixon on a platform of equal rights and withdrawal from Vietnam.
On campuses, he was a hero. As November approached, no one knew what to

expect.
It was the first election that 18 to 20- 

year-old Americans could vote, and every-

this new group of voters provide the mo
mentum needed for McGovern to take the 
White House?”

That year, the answer was no. Young 
voters failed to show up at the polls, and 
McGovern lost to Nixon in a landslide.

In 2008, the election could once again 
be in the hands of young Americans. Voter registration drives have yielded un
precedented results. Millions of young adults have been registered. Now the big 
question is, will they show up?

Showing up has never been more important. An oft-repeated critique of our 
system is that big problems - like how to pay for the budget deficit, how to pay 
for health care and keep Social Security solvent, how to change the way we de
velop and use energy — are given only temporary, “band-aid” solutions, while 
the hard consequences will eventually be borne by the young. The key differ
ence we face today is that for this year’s voters, “tomorrow’s” problems have 
come early. “Theoretical” problems are now very real, and we can no longer be 
satisfied with candidates who only speak of change and then go to Washington 
and perpetuate the same destructive cycle to hold on to their office.
The most urgent issues facing young Americans are:
- Education: September marked the ninth straight month of job losses, to

taling 760,000 since the beginning of the year. Those totals mean students cur
rently in college will be competing with workers who already have years and 
years of experience. The class of 2009 may be entering the most competitive 
job market ever. That makes getting a good education without becoming crip
pled by debt a higher priority than ever.
- Foreign policy: How to end protracted and expensive conflicts in Iraq 

and Afghanistan. Will the President’s war policy have an exit strategy?
John Paul Stevens is 88 years old and likely to retire during the next pres

ident’s term. His replacement will change the dynamic of a Supreme Court 
whose recent history has been defined by 5-4 majorities.
- Energy policy: New York Times columnist and author Thomas Friedman 
predicts that whatever nation finishes first in the race for alternative energy will 
be the world’s economic leader. Our dependence on foreign resources has com
manded too much of our diplomatic, military and financial resources for far 
too long, and domestic oil does not qualify as an alternative source of energy. 
The next president needs to be committed to making renewable energy a real
ity.
- The Environment: The International Union for the Conservation of Na

ture, brought together 1,700 experts in 130 countries to assess the current con
dition and trends of our environment. After five years of study, the group has 
just released a report that states 25 percent of mammals are in danger of extinc
tion. What has to happen before we’ll create a strong environmental policy?

These are all issues that must be addressed now. We can no longer expect 
future generations to bear the consequences of policies we implement today. 
There has been far, far too much energy expended over the last two decades on 
social issues like abortion, gay rights, a losing war on drugs, and shrill, divisive 
morality-based political maneuvering.

In light of our threatened economic and political stability, being a single
issue voter is no longer tenable. This isn’t the time for partisan polarization, 
moral posturing, or voter apathy. It’s time to begin un-doing decades worth of 
reckless spending and trigger-happy foreign policy. So, don’t vote for the candi
date who believes the same things you do, vote for the candidate who will solve 
the problems we are facing.

ABRAHAM MORRISON
Press Managing Editor

TRICKLE-DOWN ECONOMICS

US A LETTER- :• • ■. •• •

OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts 
letters to the editor from members of the 
college and community. Letters should 
be less than 400 words, typewritten, 
and signed with your name, address and 
phone number. Letters may be edited 
for clarity, grammar, spelling and length. 
Opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of The White Pine Press staff or 
any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686

BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 

BY FAX: (231)995-2110
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What is the main issue during this election?

"Tired of spiraling 
downward."

FRANCIS BEDELL, 19,
Culinary

"The economy and jobs-iike 
where am I going to be in 
[the] future?"

NICK "FRANCIS" HARTSUFF, 
21,
Business Administration

"The economy because 
of the bailout plan and 
how the stock market is 
doing."

APRIL KINGSLIEN, 24,
Clerical Support

"Individual freedoms and 
the preservation of them."

MARIAH BAKER "MOMO," 
19,
Psychology

"Southpaw sufferage 
and equality for lefties 
in the workplace."

DONOVAN ALKIRE, 19,
Undecided

"The economy be
cause our foundation is 
crumbling beneath us."

VICTOR DRAINE, 19,
Political Science

CAMPUS QUOTES
Compiled by EMILY MORGAN

50UriD BYTES
"As president, I will act to ensure our astronauts 
will continue to explore space, and not just by 
hitching a ride with someone else." JOHN MCCAIN, 
responding to NASA's temporary reliance on Russia for 
space travel. Source: New York Times

"These guys can't really hurt us. They're not going 
to shoot us. It's not Iraq. What...?"
Senator TED STEVENS of Alaska speaking to an oil 
executive friend about corruption charges he was 
facing. Source: Reuters

"We estimate that one in four species is threatened 
with extinction and that the population of one 
in two is declining." RESEARCHERS from the 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature, 
reporting the findings of the first major study on 
mammals in over a decade.

"I think that people who normally don't go to 
comic shops are really going to be part of the 
audience that pick this up." SCOTT DUNBIER, 
special projects editor with IDW, a comic book 
publisher who released comic book biographies of 
Presidential candidates Barack Obama and John 
McCain.

"Unlike Wall Street executives, America's families 
don't have a golden parachute to fall back on."
Representative GEORGE MILLER of California, 
commenting on the current financial crisis. Source: 
Associated Press

"The U.S. government has long recognized these 
men did not pose, and really never posed, a 
threat to the United States." JENNIFER DASKA, a 
lawyer from the Human Rights Watch, showing her 
support for a federal judge who ordered the Bush 
administration to release 17 Chinese Muslims from 
Guantanamo Bay. The majority were proven innocent 
over four years ago. Source: Los Angeles Times

In a sour economy, 
candy tastes sweeter
I
 ABRAHAM MORRISON

Press Managing Editor

The other day, I ran to a vending machine dur
ing a class break for a quick snack. I popped in four 
quarters, and grabbed my candy, thinking noth
ing of it. But halfway through my bag of M&M’s,
I realized something. I had just spent four quarters 
- wasn’t a bag of M&M’s 75 cents just a week ago?

I guess I was so busy complaining about the 
price of gas that I didn’t pay attention to the price 
of candy in the vending machine. Am I making too 
big of a deal about this? Maybe so.

After all, in an era of $700 billion bailouts and 
multi-trillion dollar wars, a quarter can’t compare.
I put $50 in my gas tank every week. Why should 
I be surprised when 25 cents won’t even get me a 
pack of Wrigley’s gum?

I guess I feel a little detachment from my gas 
tank, but the candy price-hike hit close to home. A 
look at market trends shows I’m not the only one 
who feels this way.

When AIG went under, who took their place on 
the Dow Jones industrial average? Kraft Foods Inc, 
the company that brings us the world’s best maca
roni and cheese. Cadbury’s profits were up in the 
first half of the year by a whopping 46 percent, and 
they aren’t the only ones cashing in.

Sales of premium and dark chocolate are expect
ed to climb more than 10 percent annually in the 
next three years. The list goes on. Cigarette and to
bacco sales are expected to rise 28 percent by 2011.

It’s obviously not a coincidence. Wallets here 
in America are getting mighty thin, and that 
summer cruise? Not happening. What better 
way to take the sour taste of a recession from our 
mouths than a little bit of high-end chocolate? It’s 
not Hawaii after all, but it’s still a luxury. An af
fordable luxury.

It’s nothing new either. In 2002, a new term 
was coined to describe the trend. It’s called the 
“lipstick effect.” When times are tight, we turn 
to the little things that make us feel good because 
we can’t afford the big ones. That year, lipstick 
sales rose 11 percent in the midst of a recession.

I’m not sure whether this trend is good or bad. 
After all, it shows what desperate consumers we 
all are. Scraping together enough change to get 
something even when we’re broke.

But I just can’t be that jaded. I don’t see us as 
a country full of spoiled spenders who are deter
mined to spend money on unnecessary items, no 
matter how small. Were just a country that finds 
a way to make the best out of any situation, no 
matter how dire. When the bank is taking the 
house, we buy a chocolate bar and get back to 
work.

Am I being melodramatic? Absolutely, but the 
message rings true. Buying cigarettes and candy 
in tough times isn’t just escapism. It’s noble. It’s 
patriotic. It’s American.

*
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Join hundreds of people meeting at the crossroads 
of ecology and social justice 

working on solutions.

Harry Bliss. Distributed by Tribune Media Services, Inc. -j Q/j -j

Great Lakes
BIONEERS

Conference

Friday • Saturday • Sunday • October 17-19
on the campus of Northwestern Michigan College 

www.glbconference.org *(231) 947-0312

Free to NMC students and staff

• attend for 1, 2, or 3 days • food - film • families 
music • art • workshops • open to the public

Ynur »pnt for 
Great Muatc

WNMC is northern Michigan’s volunteer-powered public radio station.
Dozens of people, NMC Students and community volunteers, put great music 
on the air 365 days a year at WNMC—hosting shows, writing and producing

announcements, organizing our vast music library.
YOU can be one of them. If you are interested in helping great radio happen, either behind 

the mic or behind the scenes, let us know. We provide all the training you’ll need.

Just click on "Volunteer" at wnmc.org
or drop by the studio and pick up an application.

“From up here they look like 
really stupid ants.”

Friday Oct. 10
Iron Man — 1:00, 3:30,
6:00, 8:30 

Saturday Oct. 11
The Jungle Book — 10:30 
a.m. (25<t Kids Matinee)
Met Opera: Salome — 1:00 
Iron Man — 3:30, 6:00, 8:30 

Sunday Oct. 12
WALL-E- 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:00*, 9:00 
*Free screening for students of all ages 
sponsored by NMC.

Monday Oct. 13
WALL-E- 1:00, 3:00, 5:00 
Pete Seeger: The Power of Song- 7:30 
(Presented by IndyFlix @ the State)

Tuesday Oct. 14
The Incredible Hulk - 1:00, 3:30, 8:30 
The Spirit of the Marathon - 6:00 (Filmmaker 
present for Q&A)

Wednesday Oct. 15
Lilies of the Field - 11:00 a.m. (25<f Classic Matinee) 
Motherbaby International Film Festival - 4:00, 6:30 
Third Presidential Debate - 9:00

Thursday Oct. 16
Motherbaby International Film Festival — All day

All times p.m. unless otherwise noted.
Times subject to change; please call the State Theatre box office at 
947-3446 to confirm.
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STUDENTS PONDER LUNCH OPTIONS in the cafeteria at Bergen Community College, September 22, 2008, in Paramus, New Jer
sey. On a tight schedule and budget, eating healthy isn’t always easy.

IASHLEYKINDERGAN
■The Record, New Jersey

Its difficult to think of a way to add pounds faster than 
living the stereotypical college lifestyle.

Juggling coursework, jobs and a social life leaves little 
time for exercising or even regular meals. Late-night study 
sessions are often fueled by the nearest 24-hour greasy 
spoon. Getting too little sleep can also trick the body into 
craving more food.

On top of all that, many freshmen are taking in many 
more calories from alcohol than they have in the past.

That’s the bad news. The good 
news is that not every entering fresh
man puts on weight, and there are 
some easy things students can do to 
avoid packing on pounds.

The first thing to do is to forget 
the phrase “Freshman 15.” A 2006 
study by Rutgers University nutri
tionists tracked the weight of 67 
students in their first year. Most stu
dents did gain weight, but more than 
one-fourth of students actually lost 
weight. Those who did gain weight put on an average of 
seven pounds, not 15.

But gaining seven pounds doesn’t require all that much 
extra food. The Rutgers study said that taking in just 112 
extra calories each day _ roughly equivalent to a cup of 
Cheerios _ would do it.

Jackie Ehlert-Mercer, a registered dietitian who runs 
nutrition programs for students at the University of Brit
ish Columbia and teaches a course in nutrition at Ramapo 
College, said that freshmen who gain weight their first se
mester and don’t lose it in the second semester are more 
likely to keep gaining weight throughout college. If the 
pattern continues, adulthood obesity and related health 
problems such as heart disease and diabetes may follow.

“An overweight adolescent... is probably going to be
come an obese adult if they don’t mediate their weight

"Once you gain the weight, 
it's very tough to regain 

your shape, but it's easy to 

prevent it"

-Ramya Pallavajhala

during college,” Ehlert-Mercer said. “The stresses they face 
such as getting married or getting a full-time job tend to 
increase. They don’t tend to diminish.”

Scott Fisher, director of the Fairleigh Dickinson Universi
ty Health and Fitness Center, recommends that students plan 
their days to ensure that they eat regularly and healthfully. 
Skipping meals to lose weight usually backfires, he said.

“You should really go no longer than four or five hours 
without eating something,” Fisher said. “If you go for too 
long a period of time without eating, your blood sugar 
level drops. When your blood sugar level drops, your body 

essentially sends you signals that it wants 
a very quick source of energy, which are 
the typical sugary foods, and some con
centrated calories, which are fatty foods.”

Eating frequently has worked for Mike 
Sciscione, 22, a senior at William Pat
erson University. The Rockaway native 
eats six small meals a day. Something as 
simple as a fruit smoothie counts, he said. 
Sciscione buys bulk packages of 100-cal- 
orie snack packs and keeps a bottle of 
water with him to stave off hunger pangs. 

“It keeps your metabolism going and keeps you from gain
ing weight,” he said.

Some students who gained weight said they were able to 
lose it again by reassessing their food and exercise choices.

Ramya Pallavajhala, 22, a senior at Fairleigh Dickin
son University, lost most of the weight she gained the first 
semester of freshman year by cutting out cheese and cook
ing healthy, vegetable-rich Indian dishes. She also walks 
between her Hackensack home and the Teaneck campus 
and squeezes in the occasional gym workout when her 
schedule permits.

“Once you gain the weight, it’s very tough to regain 
your shape,” Pallavajhala said. “But it’s easy to prevent it.”

Going easy on the alcohol can also make a big difference.
Daniel Hoffman, a co-author of the Rutgers study, said 

that the body metabolizes alcohol before either carbohy

drates or fat. That means the body has less opportunity to 
burn off carbohydrates and fats from food.

The sheer number of calories in alcoholic drinks is 
enough to make most people gain weight, especially if 
they are consuming the same amount of food and non
alcoholic beverages. A single shot of 80-proof vodka con
tains 97 calories, and a typical light beer contains about 
99, according to thecaloriecounter.com. Combine hard 
liquor with mixers (110 calories for an 8-ounce glass of or
ange juice) or down a few beers during a drinking game, 
and the calories add up quickly.

“A lot of students don’t realize that the number of calo
ries per gram in alcohol is closer to fat than to carbohy
drates,” Hoffman said. “If you look at binge drinking ... 
you’re looking at a lot of calories.”

Eating is only one side of the weight-gain equation. 
Working out can help burn off the occasional late-night 
pizza or homesickness-induced pint of ice cream.

Fisher recommended at least half an hour of cardiovas
cular exercise most days a week, and augmenting that with 
strength training a few times a week.

Relaxing a little isn’t a bad idea, either. Researchers at 
the University of Chicago found that college students who 
slept for four hours a night produced more of a hormone 
called ghrelin, which causes feelings of hunger, and less of 
leptin, which makes people feel full, than peers who had 
been allowed to sleep for as much as 10 hours.

Though most freshmen will err on the side of eating 
too much and exercising too little, some students respond 
to stress by becoming too restrictive with their diets. Stu
dents who have experienced disordered eating patterns 
before college face the highest risk of developing serious 
eating disorders in college, Ehlert-Mercer said.

Students who find themselves thinking obsessively 
about food, purging after eating or exercising compulsive
ly in order to lose weight should see a counselor or doctor.

Most college health centers either employ or can 
refer students to a nutritionist or psychologist to treat 
eating disorders.
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Life at the City Opera

■
COLIN WILLIAMS
Press Staff Columnist

They came, they performed, they rocked—The Junkyard Ghost 
Revival show was an astounding success. Poets Derrick Brown,
Buddy Wakefield, Anis Mojgani and Andrea Gibson came to Tra
verse City to perform their poetry live on stage, and we couldn’t get 
enough.

Andrea stirred the audience with her societal poetry, while Buddy 
kept us roaring with laughter at his erratic and sincerely romantic 
behavior. Anis pondered what made a “man” and held our hearts in 
his hands as he shared his deepest thoughts and feelings. Derrick was, 
as always, an incredible force to witness. He shared a few select poems 
from his books with the audience as he sang, danced, and even rapped 
his way into our hearts. The night was a magical one indeed.

After the show, the City Opera House staff took the Junkyard 
Ghosts out for dinner and drinks on the town, and the performers 
expressed how wonderful the audience was, and how they thorough
ly enjoyed their stay in Traverse Cjty.

If you missed The Junkyard Ghost Revival, don’t worry too 
much—the fun is only just beginning at the City Opera House. On 
October 18, City Opera house will be hosting John Caparulo, a co
median from Comedy Central.

John is best known for his blue collar work ethics which he ties 
into his comedy routine. In his own words, John is “living proof that 
you can do something with your life even if you don’t wake up be
fore noon.” He recently toured the western states as part of Vince 
Vaughn’s Wild West Comedy Tour. John’s affinity for cussing has 
quickly and effortlessly made him an audience favorite. His simple 
approach to life (and comedy) is infectiously funny, and I strongly 
recommend that you search for some of his material on YouTube. 
(My favorite video is the “John Caparulo - Just For Laughs 2006” 
clip. His true comedic character comes out in this clip as he rants on 
about orange popsicles, fast food, and the mutually exclusive rela
tionship between Pepsi and Coke products.)

John will be performing live on stage on Saturday, October 18 at 
8 p.m., with doors opening at 7 p.m. Tickets are normally $35, but 
for students who mention my name, Colin Williams, you will re
ceive your ticket for just $20.

Caparulo is a nationally renowned comedian, having been fea
tured on shows with Jay Leno and many others. I can’t wait to see 
John live on stage, and I sincerely hope to see you there too.

YouTube:
A copyright machine

TECHNO
BABBLE

■
 T0MAUCH
Press Staff Columnist

1135 E. Eighth St. Traverse City, Ml 49686 231.929.1844 
ppwnm.org

EC, if taken within five days (120 hours) of unprotected sex, 
may prevent pregnancy.

Hundreds of thousands of new videos uploaded 
daily - and when was the last time you saw a You
Tube clip that didn’t have copy written material in it? 
Let’s see: my latest search for Seinfeld gave me 7,000 
clips to pick from. How can this be when I look at 
YouTube’s own rules, which states clearly that if not 
followed, uploaded videos will be removed, otherwise 
you may get sued for a violation of copyright rules?

Created in February 2005 by three former Pay
Pal employees, YouTube, the San Bruno-based online 
video service, is not member-based. Anyone can ac
cess it and anyone can upload — for free. Add this to 
a powerful search engine, and this makes YouTube a 
legitimate resource for research and entertainment.
In the beginning I watched “Charlie the Unicorn” or 
“Muffins” for a good laugh. But when it came down 
to building a house, I started, out of curiosity, search
ing for more relevant subjects than missing kidneys.

What I saw was astounding. Many short videos of 
a variety of almost any subject: organizing a construc
tion project, beating the Rubix Cube, or even how to 
charge an iPod using electrolytes and an onion. I started 
YouTubing instead of Googleing. The most fun though 
was viewing old TV episodes of “Dark Shadows” or the 
“Dick Van Dyke Show.” And when I wanted to show 
my kid how the rock group KISS visited the town of 
Cadillac 30 years ago - yep, it was there.

YouTube’s rules are simple: the video must be under 
1000 MB in size and 10 minutes or less in length. 
Videos containing pornography, nudity, defamation, 
harassment, commercial advertisements and material 
encouraging criminal conduct is prohibited and no copy 
written material. Specifically, “Do not upload any TV 
shows, music videos, music concerts or commercials

without permission unless they consist entirely of 
content you created yourself.

It doesn’t matter how long or short the clip is or 
exacdy how it got to YouTube. If you taped it off 
cable, videotaped your TV screen, or downloaded it 
from some other website, it is still copyrighted, and 
requires the copyright owner’s permission to distrib
ute. So how does YouTube explain that over 80 per
cent of the content on the site is clearly copyrighted 
and clearly used without permission?

The answer is that YouTube has a secret: the mil
itary’s famous “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy. There 
is no effort to screen or verify that content is in
fringed. They get away with it under a loophole 
called “Fair use” and it’s not very easy to find on 
YouTube’s guidelines page.

Fair use is codified at Section 107 of the Copy
right Act, which gives a non-exclusive set of four 
factors courts will consider in deciding whether 
it’s copy written or not. These factors (I have them 
committed to memory now) are: the purpose of the 
use the nature of the copyrighted work the relative 
amount of the portion used and the market effect 
of the use on the copyrighted work.

This can be interpreted in many ways, but for the 
most part it gets YouTube off the hook as many cases 
have ruled in favor of “fair use.” Additionally, YouTube 
states: “The copyrighted content stays up until the 
copyright owner complains. Then, and only then, is 
it removed. Anytime we become aware that a video or 
any part of a video on our site infringes the copyrights 
of a third party, we will take it down from the site.”

The vast majority of clips on YouTube are there to 
entertain, not to make money. YouTube instituted a 
10-minute length limit, probably because of copyright 
issues and it seems to be working. Most content is tol
erated. With these factors in play, it’s hard to believe 
that the short, grainy, low-resolution clips on You
Tube could have any kind of measurable negative 
financial effect on content providers. This is one 
case where low quality works in their favor.

■ ■* SKY
By JERRY DOBEK NMC Astronomy Instructor

(for OCTOBER 9TH - OCTOBER 15TH 2008)

P Planned Parenthood*

Skies
We still have two weeks before the peak 
of the Orionid Meteor shower, but some 
scattered meteors can be seen from now 
until the first of November. This meteor 
shower is best viewed in the early morn
ing. One of the best showers during the 
fall and winter months, the Orionids, can 
produce up to 60 meteors per hour.

Planets and the moon
Venus is the last of the bright planets visible in the eve
ning skies to the west, along with Jupiter in the south. 
Mercury and Mars are now lost in the glare of the Sun. 
Saturn rises now at 4 a.m. and is high enough to be 
viewed with telescopes before sunrise. Catch this ringed 
wonder before the end of the year, wheti its rings become 
edge-on. The current view will show the rings tilted at 
just three degrees.

There we no confirmed impacts from the small asteroid2008 TC3 that entered Earth’s atmosphere over the 
Sudan area. This three-meter rock most probably exploded in the atmosphere scattering particles over a wide 
area. No photographs were taken, although several sightings were reported from commercial airliners.

Often Houses at the NMC. Observatory ran he found on the website ate umw. nmr edu/rocrersobservatorv
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Catching the last rays of summer
By far the most sadistic and maniacally evil TV 

channel right now is the Weather Channel. There’s 
nothing like seeing “highs in the low 50s” to make 
one scramble to finish up the summer to-do list. I 
couldn’t endure more talk of never-ending rain, so I 
decided today must be the day I officially say good
bye to summer.

0UT& 
ABOUT

■
 CALVIN MAISON
Press Staff Columnist

After digging out a hoodie from the back of my 
closet, I hit the road looking for something to do.

It dawned on me that I had not done much 
putt-putt golfing this summer. Miniature golf has 
always appealed to the more masochistic side of 
me. Nothing brings people together like a little old- 
fashioned humiliation, being cheated out of a hole- 
in-one or watching helplessly as your ball comes 
floating down the stream. It is a very emotionally 
intense sport, and yes, I did say sport. All actual 
golfers do is ride golf carts while drinking expensive 
cocktails. At least in putt-putt you have to climb up 
stairs and carry your own club.

As my friend and I hurled abuse at each other 
throughout the game, I could not help but notice 
that it was the longest conversation I’ve had with 
anyone for quite some time. It occurred to me how 
often I go over to a friend’s house and just watch a 
movie, with little social interaction taking place.

As long as you don’t abide by the six-stroke

limit and take frequent breaks, games can last for a 
while. Have to get your money’s worth, right? By 
the time we finished the course, my sides hurt from 
laughing so much. It was one of the most enjoyable 
times I’ve had this year.

I still had some leftover cash, and the sun was 
going to be setting in a couple of hours. Something 
special was needed to say goodbye to summer, and- 
nothing says “something significant happened today” 
than finishing out the evening with a nice cigar.

With a little less than $25 between the two of 
us, we went to Nolan’s Tobacco on Front Street. A 
quick tip on purchasing a cigar if, like me, you have 
no idea about cigars, yet do not want to look like 
a complete idiot: when it comes down to actually 
picking one, appearance is the only thing that really 
matters. Ask yourself one simple question: WWSS? 
What Would Scarface Smoke?

The last puzzle was where to smoke our new 
treasures. As gas has gone down a bit, I rationalized 
one last drive out to Empire. Off M-22 on Wilco 
Road, there is a trail that leads to a nice view of 
Lake Michigan about a mile south of Empire.

At the end of the trail there are benches and logs 
to rest your legs. After lighting cigars we sat and 
watched the sun set over Lake Michigan, reminisc
ing about the fun we had this summer. The cigars 
ended just as the last rays of sunshine disappeared, 
leaving us in almost complete darkness.

People, it will not be long until leaving your 
house will become an increasingly unpleasant task. 
Unfortunately, many people, including myself, go 
into hibernation mode as soon as temperatures 
drop below 50, so as Incubus might say, experience 
the warmth before it goes.

Earn a bachelor’s degree in Liberal Studies. This customized degree program lets you 

study topics most relevant to your career goals. You develop your own course of study, in 

consultation with your advisor, in areas of emphasis such as pre-law, environmental 
advocacy, nonprofit leadership, communication arts, child development, social work, or 

other human services. Plus, the flexible curriculum makes it easier to use your previous 

college credit to complete the degree. It’s your time to excel. Call or visit us online for 
more information about the Liberal Studies program at Grand Valley in Traverse City. 
gvsu.edu/traverse 231.995.1785 j 888.922.1785

PREPARE YOURSELF TO EXCEL
Liberal Studies Degree 
Areas of Emphasis:
Pre-law

Environmental advocacy 
Nonprofit leadership 
Creativity and communication arts 
Child development 

Human services 
Many more

GrandWii.ly 
State University

Traverse City 
REGIONAL CENTER

Fighting cancer 
with cancer?

■
CHRIS SIEMER
Press Staff Columnist

In November of2005 Craig Metz discovered a suspicious lump on 
his shoulder while preparing for the day of work ahead. After a series of 
tests, including an MRI, he was diagnosed with renal cancer. Along with 
a few small nodules that had metastasized from the original source, he 
had a five-centimeter-wide tumor on his left kidney. With few other op
tions he turned to experimental treatments to try and batde for his life.

A flood of thoughts came over him after this initial diagnosis.
“The word cancer— it’s kind of like a death sentence sort of 

thing,” said Metz.
Despite being ranked as one the top 100 hospitals in the nation 

multiple times, the oncologists at Munson Medical Center did not 
have an answer for the problem.

“Unfortunately there are not many treatments for stage four (late 
stage) cancer,” said Metz. “That’s why Dr. Kohlar suggested the Uni
versity of Michigan Medical Center.”

Practical about the situation, Metz explained, “regardless of where it 
happened, my kidney needed to come out. We decided to have it removed 
in Ann Arbor so that it could be frozen and saved for my treatment.”

This pioneer method takes the patients own cancer cells from the 
surgically extracted mass and, in combination with a set of the pa
tient’s lymph nodes (filtration systems for body fluid), develops a virus 
that specifically targets the cancer cells still within the patient’s body. 

“It’s fighting the cancer with your own cancer,” Metz described. 
The beauty of this treatment is that patients do not need to undergo 

the pain of general chemotherapy, which can often be as painful as the 
cancer its self. However, this treatment is no walk in the wood either.

“Every time that I received another treatment I would get extreme 
flu-like symptoms for hours,” said Metz. “I knew almost exactly 
when they would come on and when they would go. The full plan 
included twelve treatments and I made it ten before my other kid
ney started to shut down. This was a lot further than a lot of people 
made it—a guy that I talked to only made it through four.”

According to the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities in 2007, 
15.3 percent or 45.7 million people are without health care. Al
though the numbers are not in, this number is expected to have risen 
over the 2008 fiscal year. This large deficit in health care coverage 
can make it very difficult for everyone to get treatment, especially for 
large, costly procedures like a kidney removal or chemotherapy.

Luckily, the University of Michigan Medical Center has come up with 
a way to partially deal with this—fronting for the majority of the bill.

While the researchers at the University of Michigan do not accept ev
eryone into this experimental treatment, people who have lived healthier 
life style and are more serious about recovery are given preferential treat
ment, once in the program the hospital covers most of the patient’s costs.

“I am lucky that I work for a company that takes care of me,” said 
Metz. “I take care of them and they take care of me. I have health in
surance. But if I didn’t, U-M would have still made it possible for me 
to participate in the study.”

Since the conclusion of his treatment, Metz has seen his tumors 
slowly dissipate.

“The tumors have shrunk significantly,” he said. “I am very happy 
with the treatment I have received.”

While understanding that everyone’s individual situation varies, 
Metz feels that the key to beating this sort of illness is to never give 
up, because there are always more options. An experimental pro
cedure like this can provide the answer for anyone, even someone 
without the luxury of health care coverage.

Imparting a final piece of wisdom, Metz beseeches those strug
gling to “keep a positive attitude.”

“Improvise, adapt,” said Metz. “If you go to a certain point and 
are road-blocked, you find another route and overcome. Improvise, 
adapt—overcome.”
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Politics on the big screen
American Blackout

■
 STEPHANIE DERSCHEID

Press Staff Writer

Most people are well aware of the alleged voting 
indiscretions that occurred during the presidential 
elections of 2000 and 2004. The American Blackout, 
directed by Ian Inaba, documents the habitual reoc
currence of voter disenfranchisement. Ian Inaba delves 
into this chronic issue by interviewing congressional 
leaders and journalists as well as common voters.

The film begins by examining the Florida vot
ing calamity of 2000. It was yet another multifac
eted story of black disenfranchisement, including 
such discrepancies as faulty voting machines in 
almost every urban precinct.

Next, the movie examines the political hard
ship of Representative Cynthia McKinney, sug
gesting that when she lost her congressional seat 
in 2002, it was due to an idea conceived by Mark 
Ross to construct Republican crossover voting.

In the last segment, the producer depicts the 
flagrant fury of African American voters. The 
complaints range from roadblocks such as inac
curate felony records to inconvenience and mis
treatment in the neverending voting lines. In Ohio, 
black voters stood in the rain for hours outside vot
ing booths. Such images make it impossible to dis
regard the claims exhibited in the film.

I sat down to view this film with an open mind, 
but still thinking it would be a racial film com
plaining of arguable prejudice. But as I watched, I 
became more and more convinced of the truth of

MOVIE REVIEW

AMERICAN
D I /\ Z* |X Z^ I IT tdfclment o< the systematic
Er L-AAi IV V/ V# I tti of African American voters'

★★★ir
this story and believe it 

to be a film which deserves a wider audience.
Featuring Congressional members John Conyers, 

John Lewis, Stephanie Tubbs-Jones and Bernie Sand
ers, and journalists Greg Palast and Bob Fitrakis.

American Blackout will be playing at the State 
Theatre on Thursday, October 9 at 9 p.m. as part 
of “Green Night,” after a live, in-person speech by 
Green Presidential candidate Cynthia McKinney.

Criterion Corner

TANNER
IHU

Tanner ’88
This 11-part HBO miniseries from 
director Robert Altman and Pulitzer 
Prize-winning Doonesbury cartoonist 
Garry Trudeau depicts a unique presi
dential candidate running with the big 
dogs. Unique in that he is not real...at 
least, not a real candidate. Instead, the 
media campaign of a fake candidate is 
brilliantly showcased here as a mix be
tween a soap opera and TV news. This 
satire of American politics in the age of 

televised media has actors Michael Murphy (as contender Jack Tan
ner) and Cynthia Nixon (as his daughter) running side-by-side with 
real-life political powerhouses like Jesse Jackson, Bob Dole, Ralph 
Nader and Gloria Steinem, to name a few. The winner of a Prime
time Emmy Award, and considered by Altman to be “the most cre
ative work I’ve ever done,” this Criterion pick presents the entire 
series as something more relevant than ever.

ROBERT ALTMAN

New on DVD

Election
I
 COLIN WILLIAMS

Press Staff Columnist

★★★

Election (1999, directed by Alexander Payne) offers a 
somewhat cynical and satirical view on American politics, 
set in the stage of high school drama. Pretentious, over
achieving Tracy Flick (Reese Witherspoon) is running un
contested for Student Government Association president.
However, a social studies teacher named Jim McAllister 
(Matthew Broderick) bears a personal grudge against Tracy, 
and wants to see her fail—just once. He suggests that pop
ular dim-witted jock Paul Metzler (Chris Klein) run for 
president as well, and the race begins.

Every character in Election has a flaw. Nearly every im
portant figure makes a mistake, and this ultimately gives 
the viewer no one to root for. Ambitious, prettily ruthless 
Tracy Flick grates on the nerves, while the teacher McAllister 
makes you wonder just how petty a man can be.

Ultimately, the movie showcases talented actors and ac
tresses, and their performances lend to a reasonably well thought-out movie with 
quite intelligent humor and satire. However, the only really exciting moment was 
the ballot count, when the schadenfreude kicks in and you want Witherspoon’s character to suffer.

If you like a clean, inoffensive, innocuous political movie, watch Election. The film even manages to 
make the sex and one-time drug use bland and insiped, and feels like a lighter rating was deserved, perhaps 
PG-13. There are films with more exhaustive election analyses, but this is a fun, mostly darkly comedic 
take on the political process.

Election will be playing at the State Theatre on Oct. 18 (3:30 and 8:30) and 19 (8:30) as part of the 
theater's series of politically-themed movies this election season.

You’re Not Elected, 
Charlie Brown - 7/10
Originally released during election season in 
1972, this “Peanuts” short has new relevance 
today—if you’re looking for the lighter side 
of the campaign world. The school election 
is looming for our beloved “Peanuts” gang, 
and Linus gets talked into running for school 
president. Lucy and Charlie Brown act as his 
campaign managers with the help of Snoopy 
and Woodstock, but the candidate runs into 
trouble when he
starts making un
realistic promises

(sound familiar?). Unfortunately, Linus’ views on 
the Great Pumpkin do not make for solid cam
paign tactics. Will he win the election? Will he 
lay down the law with the principal? Maybe you 
should wait until after November 4 to watch and 
find out...

Miss This
An American Carol

“Just not funny” is the most common 
criticism of this spoof, written and di
rected by David Zucker and starring 
Kevin Farley, Jon Voight, and Kelsey 
Grammer. Farley is Michael Malone, a 
ridiculously anti-American documenta
ry filmmaker. He’s visited Scrooge-style 
by three ghosts who show him the error 
of his unpatriotic ways, but they spend 
too much time Making A Point to ac
tually, well, make a point. Though the 
world of satire most often means liber
als making fun of conservatives, here’s a 
movie that tries to break the status quo: 
a right-wing satire of a left-wing direc
tor (clearly created in the image of Michael Moore). It could be an 
innovative comedic idea—but falls sadly short of its intended goal.

*

*
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Come run away with the Circus Professor's Playlist

■ NORA STONE Don’t try to understand this music with your head. Just listen.
■ Press A&E Editor Five years agO; Gandalf Murphy and the Slambovian Circus of Dreams released

their last studio album, Flapjacks from the Sky. Since then, fiercely loyal fans have 
been waiting with bated breath for the next release. In August, the wait was re
warded by The Great Unravel, some of their best music yet.

Just one highlight is “Tink (I Know It’s You),” the closest thing to a single on 
this album: a love song about building a better world. You’ll find that no Circus 
song has just one thing to say.

The band is large, with seven members: Joziah Longo writes and sings the 
songs and plays guitar and harmonica. Feisty Tink Lloyd brings accordion, cello, 
flute and theremin (really) to the table. Sharkey McEwen plays the most amazing

guitar and mandolin you’ll hear in years, and Tony Zuzulo provides driven and creative drumbeats. Round
ing out the number are Joziah andTink’s twin sons, Chen (bass) and Orien (keyboards and percussion).

It is hard to find the words that will do justice to this music. Just listen. Dance. Go to the world they 
create. Don’t worry about being cool. Sing along. Yodel. This is music that will “heal what ails ya.”

John Zachman Political Science
1) “What Light” by 
Wilco
2) “The Laws Have 
Changed” by The 
New Pornographers
3) “Skinny Love” by 
Bon Iver
4) “My Doorbell” by 
The White Stripes
5) “Stuck Between Stations” by The Hold Steady
6) “Karma Police” by Radiohead
7) “Casimir Pulaski Day” by Sufjan Stevens
8) “Sister Contine” by Rusted Root
9) “Blue Thunder” by Galaxie 500
10) “Can You Get to That” by Funkadelic

Moore Seeks Interns

The Circus will be appearing in Whitehall MI, on Oct. 17, and for the Hillbilly Pirate Ball in Ann Arbor on Oct. 18.

WPP: What’s your style like? How has it changed 
over time?
Joziah: Our style is very non-linear... but there’s an 
emphasis on 60s pop, and elements of American 
roots music.
Tinlc We started out as a stripped down four piece 
band ... Then with Flapjacks From The Sky, we added 
the bass, and now with The Great Unravel we’ve got 
beefed up vocals, more exotic percussion and some 
piano and organ. The lineup evolves with each album. 
WPP: Who are some of your main influences? 
Joziah: Hank Wiliams, The Beatles, Dali, Magritte, 
Frank Capra, Lao Tzu, Abraham Lincoln, Incred
ible String Band, Syd Barrett. Sharkey, Tink, Tony, 
Chen and Orien. Seriously.
WPP: How long have you been playing in Mich
igan? What do you think of it here?
Sharkey: Our first show was a little over two years 
ago when we played at Bliss Fest. We felt an instant 
connection with the audience there. And then we 
played The Ark a few days later.... These first two 
experiences were an amazing way to kick off our re
lationship with Michigan.
WPP: What was your favorite song at 20 years old? 
Sharkey: One that comes to mind is “The Wild One, 
Forever” by Tom Petty.
Joziah: Pink Floyd’s “Echoes” and Syd Barrett’s 
“Scarecrow.”
WPP: What’s the most satisfactory thing about 
your job, your life, your music?
Tink: No matter how tough things are during the 
week, every weekend I get to play the accordion! 
WPP: Tell us about the Hillbilly Pirate Ball— 
what is it, how did it start?
Tinlc The “Grand Slambovian Hillbilly Pirate 
Ball” started out as a dream several years ago when 
we worked in New York City, and is still a develop

ing concept... The music is a real mish-mash of 
our favorite original, Celtic, old timey and sea-far
ing tunes.... We’re bringing a scaled down version 
to The Ark in Ann Arbor on Octoberr 18 as part of 
a fundraiser, so we’ll have to be on good behavior! 
WPP: What is the process by which your music 
“heals what ails ya?”
Joziah: The music we receive keeps me alive and helps 
me deal with things I confront on a daily basis. I have 
theories about why, but I think it’s best for folks to 
find out for themselves if it does anything special for 
them or not. Faith.. .can make hocus-pocus real. 
WPP: What’s the future of the Circus looking 
like? What are your plans?
Joziah: Things are looking pretty good these days. 
There seems to be a life-force and good fortune 
connected with the band ... We just had a won
drous experience last month in England.
Chen and Orien, the newest members of the band are 25- 
WPP: Has playing with the Circus affected your own 
music? Have you changed the band since joining? 
Orien: It’s made us better musicians, helped with 
our chops. And it’s interesting to play other peo
ple’s songs. Our work is changing, partly because of 
playing with people who’ve found their sound. 
Chen: Our own tastes definitely contribute as well. 
Songs that we listen to bring something that helps 
make the music appealing to people our age.
WPP: Advice for other young musicians?
Orien: If you’re gonna do something, put your 
whole heart into it.
Chen: When you’re genuine, that is what’s real
ly appealing and makes appealing writing ... Ul
timately you can reach anybody with music that 
comes from your soul, when you really mean it. 
There’s more! Read the full interview at nmc.edu/wpp!

Documentary filmmaker Michael 
Moore announced recently that he 
is seeking three interns for the fall 
semester for his upcoming film. In
terns will be part-time (one day a 
week of intern’s choosing), working 
through the semester and beginning 
immediately. Tasks range from re
search work and video footage log
ging to faxing, creating transcripts, 
and contributing to the vital tasks 
of the film production as a whole. 
Although it is an unpaid position, 
interns will have opportunities to 
learn about the filmmaking process,

and internship credit will be available. If you are interested and are 
enthusiastic, hardworking, meticulous and punctual, send a one- 
page resume and a cover sheet to Adriane Giebel at agiebel@front- 
streetprod.com (subject line: “Intern”) explaining any involvement in 
politics, favorite books and films, as well as input on any of Michael 
Moore’s previous films. The production office is located in down
town Traverse City.

YouTube Clip of the Week

Michael Palin for President
“Michael Palin for President” is a satirical po
litical ad that recommends the former Monty 
Python member as a candidate for President 
of the United States. The clip criticizes Mc
Cain’s choice in a running mate by suggest
ing that he chose the wrong Palin to be his 
VP. Comprised mostly of segments from his 
sketch comedy days, the endorsement shows 
Palin’s supposed views on the economy, the 
environment and foreign policy in addition 
to showing him as a family man with exten
sive knowledge of the constitution. Most no

tably it is also stated that he is a Hockey Mom, which is, of course, 
what we all should be looking for in a possible future president.
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VOX: Voices for Planned Parent
hood Meets Wed, 4:30-5:30pm. 
West Hall. Make your voice 
heard! Women’s reproductive 
rights are at risk! Join VOX for in
formation and discussion. voxtc@ 
hotmail.com or www.myspace. 
com/voxtc.

Native American Student As
sociation Meeting: Fri, Oct.
10th at 11 am. Comet to West 
Hall for pizza and fun!

Mel Larimer Memorial Concert,
Sat., Oct. 18, 7:30 pm at First 
Congregational Church on Cen
ter Road. The convert will feature 
TC West Senior High graduates 
Hanna Brammer, Amy Baumann, 
and Trevor Kolle as soloists who 
will be joined by 150 singers from 
the NMC Chorale and Cham
ber Singers, TC West Senior High 
Chorale, First Congregational 
Sanctuary Choir, and other com
munity singers. Vivaldi’s “Magni
ficat”, Boccherini’s “Gloria”, and 
Handels “Organ Concerto” will 
be conducted by Russ Larimer 
and Mark Puchala. A donation 
basket will be passed; suggested 
donation is $15. For more infor
mation, call 231.947.6698.

7th Annual Great Lakes Bioneers 
Conference, Oct 17-19 at Mil
liken Auditorium and Scholars 
Hall on NMC s campus. Come 
learn about “Sustainable Solutions 
for Social and Environmental 
Justice.” Online registration and 
more information are available at 
www.glbconference.org

War Is a Drag Calling 
all drag queens! Fri.
Oct. 10, 4-8pm. Schol
ars Hall, room 217. Drag 
show auditions! The Stu
dent Peace Alliance (SPA) 
is raising funds to attend 
the National Peace Con
ference by hosting a drag 
show called “War Is a 
Drag” on Sat, Oct. 30 at 
the InsideOut Gallergy. 
No experience necessary 
to audition! Tickets avail
able soon. For more in
formation, please email: 
nmc.spa@gmail.com.

College Transfer Fair,
Wed. Oct. 15 in the 
Welcome Center from 
10 am-4 pm. Come talk 
with admissions officers 
from the colleges you’re 
interested in!

Ladyfest! Fri, Oct. 24 at 
noon - Sun, Oct. 26 at 
10pm. InsideOut Gallery. La
dyfest Northern Michigan 
exists to celebrate the creativ
ity, strength and wisdom of 
women through art, music, 
film and various workshops. 
Ladyfest is a cooperatively 
organized grassroots festival 
with a focus on empowerment 
through the acknowledgement 
of women’s often-overlooked 
contributions. Everyone, 
women and men, are welcome 
to help plan and attend the 
event, ladyfestnm@gmail.com.

Free screening of Disney/ 
Pixar's "WALL-E" at the State! 
Sunday, Oct. 12 at 7 pm.

NMC info on the go!
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SPONSORS

NMC FOUNDATION continued 
nounced on the last day of each month in which proposals are due.

“We wanted to make sure this was readily available as ideas will emerge during the 
years,” said Guy. “So rather than having a lot of pent-up demand and having a dead
line once a year, let’s do it quarterly.”

These funds are made available through the generosity of donors to the Annu
al Community Campaign. The NMC Foundation is grateful to the faculty and 
staff who have already responded to this year’s request for support.

“We have lots of people, including our own faculty and staff, who make con
tributions to the college,” said Guy. “Some of them say, ‘I don’t know what you 
need it for, but I trust you to make good decisions about how you would spend 
the dollars that I donate to you.’ So those undesignated contributions are going 
to be used for this fund.”

Students, faculty and staff can apply again for funding in a different quarter, but 
the funding will have to go toward a new innovative idea.

“Some things still need to be determined as to who will take part in decid
ing where the funds will go,” said Blackford. “There are still some unknowns that 
need to be ironed out.”

Guy’s main goal with the Fund is to “provide a financial resource for good 
ideas” and to create an educational experience that goes beyond what NMC can 
offer in the classroom.

“This is something I have wanted to try for a while,” said Guy. “I think the 
stars just aligned—with the SGA and the Barbeque Board and the Foundation— 
and we’re all excited to see what will emerge.”

L. 2 Si
-

You are here 
So are we.

NMC
University

Center

Opening Xe/c Doors

Ferris State University offers bachelor degree programs articulated with Northwestern Michigan 
College right here in Traverse City at the NMC University Center. We understand convenience is an 
important factor when considering the next step. Complete a bachelor’s degree on this campus so 
you can continue working and living the life you’ve established.

Your future’s in your backyard.
Stop by our office or call (231) 995-1734 to learn more about the quality Ferris programs offered 
right here: Accountancy, Business Administration, Business Administration-Aviation, Business 
Administration-Maritime, Business Administration-Professional Track, Computer Information 
Systems, Human Resource Management Certificate, International Business Certificate,
Nursing RN to BSN, Secondary Teacher Education and Social Work,
Information Security and Intelligence (BS) and 
Homeland Security: Digital Security and 
Forensics Certificate.

University
Ferris State

www. ferns, edu/offcampus 
Online programs also available

COLLEGE OF PROFESSIONAL 
AND TECHNOLOGICAL STUDIES

5
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Florida moving

to Canada?
Tiny measurements yield 

big discoveries
■

 ROBERTS. BOYD
McClatchy Newspaper

As scientists learn how to make more exact measure
ments, they’re finding some astonishing surprises:

-The enthusiastic stomping of soccer fans after a goal 
creates a “footquake” on earthquake gauges 30 or more 
miles away.

-Florida is getting closer to Canada by about 1 inch 
every 36 years.

-Astronomers soon will be able to measure the side
ways motion of a star trillions of miles away even though 
it’s moving at a speed of less than 10 inches an hour.

-It takes 61 trillionths of an ounce of force to make 
one atom hop over another.

As these examples show, new technologies are enabling 
researchers to measure things such as time, distance, tem
perature, weight, force, size and motion with a precision 
never before achieved.

Scientists say that these tools can help improve global 
positioning systems, space navigation, wireless communi
cations, national security sensors, biomedical techniques 
and basic science in physics, chemistry, astronomy and ge
netics, among other uses.

For instance, the ability to work with extremely min
ute intervals of time soon may allow scientists to freeze 
motion - like an ultrafast strobe light - to observe the be
havior of electrons inside an atom, according to Philip 
Bucksbaum, a physicist at the Stanford Linear Accelerator 
Center in Stanford, Calif.

“The ability to measure time is reaching nearly ri
diculous levels of precision and accuracy,” said Michael 
Baum, a spokesman for the National Institute of Stan
dards and Technology in Gaithersburg, Md. The institute 
is the federal government’s temple of metrology, the sci
ence of measurement.

No measurement can be 100 percent accurate. The 
laws of physics make such precision impossible, but scien
tists are edging closer.

For example, Michael Roukes, a physicist at the Cali
fornia Institute ofTechnology in Pasadena, managed to 
measure the weight of a single molecule with an uncer

tainty of less than a billionth of a trillionth of an ounce 
(0.000,000,000,000,000,000,001 ounce). Mighty close, 
but still not perfect.

Garrett Euler, a seismologist at Washington Uni
versity in St. Louis, detected tiny vibrations he called 
“footquakes.” He’d installed a string of 32 seismometers 
across 900 miles in Cameroon, Africa, to observe volca
nic activity there.

One day, Euler noticed an unusual pattern of squiggles 
on his seismometer. His girlfriend, Katy Lofton, figured 
out that the tremors came whenever a goal was scored 
during an African Cup soccer match between Cameroon 
and Ivory Coast.

“Each goal triggered a countrywide footquake as fans 
watching TV jumped and stomped for joy,” Euler told the 
American Geophysical Union last winter. “The more cru
cial the goal, the stronger the footquake.”

Some examples of recent record levels of precision follow:
TIME:

Scientists have measured time to within a millionth of 
a billionth of a second by counting the “ticks” that a single 
atom of mercury emits.

A clock built by researchers at the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology is so accurate that it wouldn’t 
gain or lose one second if it ran for a billion years, accord
ing to Till Rosenband, an institute physicist in Boulder, 
Colo.

“It’s the world’s most accurate clock,” he said.
Ferenc Krausz, the director of the Max Planck Institute 

for Quantum Optics in Garching, Germany, discovered 
a technique that was able to distinguish events only a bil
lionth of a billionth of a second apart.

“Such tools would constitute a space-time micro
scope that would make the motion of electrons visible 
in slow motion,” Krausz reported in Nature. The tech
nology also could improve global positioning systems 
and wireless communications networks, as well as help 
in disease and biological research.
DISTANCE:

Eric Calais, a geophysicist at Purdue University, used 
satellite technology to determine minute changes in the

locations of 300 GPS stations in eastern North America 
over 10 years.

He found that the distance between Florida and Hud
son Bay, Canada, is shrinking by nearly three-hundredths 
of an inch a year. At that rate, it would take 36 years for 
the continent to shrink 1 inch.

The shrinking occurs as the North American continen
tal plate continues to recover from the crushing weight 
of ice during the last Ice Age, which ended about 11,000 
years ago.

“This slow recovery is causing a very small horizon
tal shift,” Calais said. “With that kind of precision, we are 
able to see the horizontal plate deformation due to the 
melting of the ice sheets.”

Astronomers from the Harvard-Smithsonian Center 
for Astrophysics in Cambridge, Mass., plan to test a laser 
device this summer that can measure a star’s motion across 
the sky by as little as 10 inches per hour. Such a tiny wob
ble may be evidence that an otherwise undetectable Earth- 
size planet is orbiting the star.

With this technology, “astronomers will finally be able 
to find the first truly Earth-like worlds in terms of size and 
orbit,” astronomer Chih-Hao Li reported in Nature. 
TEMPERATURE:

Nobel Prize winner Wolfgang Ketterle has cooled 
atoms to a record 800 trillionths of a degree Fahrenheit 
above absolute zero at his lab at the Massachusetts Insti
tute ofTechnology in Cambridge.

It’s impossible to reach absolute zero - minus 459.67 
degrees Fahrenheit - because there’s always a tiny bit of 
heat-producing energy that can’t be eliminated from a 
substance, physicists say.
LENGTH:

British scientists Tom Parker and Mahmoud Farhad- 
iroushan have measured the wavelength of light with a 
resolution of470 millionths of a billionth of an inch. The 
wavelength of light is what determines its color.

That accuracy is the equivalent of measuring the dis
tance from New York to Los Angeles with an error of only
4 hundredths of an inch, they said.
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