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We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may

Enrollment stays 
steady
Final enrollment numbers have 
been compiled for the Fall 2008 
semester. They show that enroll
ment at NMC is up by 1.2 per
cent from last year, rising from 
4,507 students to 4,564. Credit 
hours for students attending the 
college are up 0.14 percent while 
contact hours are down 0.27 per
cent. The average credit load has 
also dropped by 1.19 percent.

Author and
activist to speak 
at TC West Senior 
High

Greg Mortenson, author 
ofThree Cups of Tea, will be 
speaking at Traverse City West 
High School about building 
schools in remote regions of Af
ghanistan and Pakistan. Twen
ty seats have been reserved for 
NMC students. There is no cost 
for students, but those wishing 
to attend will need to wear their 
student IDs. The presentation 
will take place on Monday, Sep
tember 22 at 9:25 a.m.

SGA to nominate 
officers this friday
This Friday, the NMC Stu
dent Government Association 
will nominate its officers for the 
2008-09 school year at its week
ly meeting. The SGA will then 
elect the officers at their retreat 
later this month. The SGA gets 
around $30,000 a year from the 
student activity fee, and hopes to 
disperse that money to various 
student groups throughout the 
year. In addition, the SGA will 
be sponsoring a talent show to 
students in the winter semester 
of 2009.
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Campaign workers hit the streets
Students driving voter registration
I ABRAHAM MORRISON It’s election season, and this time around

Press Managing Editor students aren’t just sitting back and watch
ing. They’re pounding on doors. They’re 
pounding on all the doors.

“We knocked on every single dorm room

[door] on campus to encourage students to register,” said Sarah Chauvette, 
a second year student and founding member of the campus group Femi
nists United.

This sudden interest in politics isn’t restricted to our area. A study by 
the Pew Research Center for People and the Press found that 57 percent 
of Americans between the ages of 18 and 29 say they have registered to 
vote. That figure has risen 5 percent over the last 12 years.

I ABRAHAM MORRISON
Press Managing Editor

I NATHAN KAINSTE
I Press Staff Writer

They’re not just registered either; they’re enthusiastic. A Harvard 
study this year shows 62 percent of young voters report that they’re 
excited about the election. That is a dramatic change from the 2000 
election cycle, when only 30 percent of 18 to 24-year-olds turned 
out to vote.

“My opinion of democracy is that you have to participate in 
it - you can’t just watch it,” said Chantel Smith, another mem
ber of Feminists United working on voter registration.

Now, Feminists United is working together with the area’s 
Obama campaign organization to get even more students regis
tered to vote. The two groups will be working together to staff a 
voter registration table in the Welcome Center from 10 a.m. to 5

• See CAMPAIGN WORKERS on page 2
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w on campus

CAMPAIGN WORKERS continued

p.m. every day up until the October 6 registration deadline.
Corey Ross, a volunteer for the Obama campaign, is one of many 

young people doing the legwork in this election cycle.
“One of the things that’s really driving the campaign this year is 

people my age,” said Ross. “I’m 20 years old, and I’ve never seen peo
ple who are my age so interested in political campaigns.”

NMC student Raja Howe views the push to get younger people 
to vote as critical in this election.

“Younger people don’t vote as much as older citizens,” said Howe. 
“It is important because right now, a minority of people is making 
decisions for everyone.

That information places an important responsibility on the 
upcoming generation to be informed and get involved with their 
government.

“I think it’s an extremely important aspect of our development as 
adults because we’re going to be the ones around to face the implica
tions of policies that are implemented today,” said Ross.

Student groups provide a gateway into grassroots-level organizing, 
which both campaigns have realized is necessary in their pursuit of 
the white house.

“If you have students joining student organizations,” said Smith, 
“they start to see how they can effect change in their community, and 
they become more likely to do something like voter registration.”

NOT A DRILL

ON TUESDAY MORNING, September 16, 2008, startled students in West Hall were 
told to evacuate the building after a cafeteria grill set off the fire alarm. The Traverse 
City Fire Department was on hand in less than ten minutes to clear the smoke from the 
cafeteria kitchen so students and West Hall employees could return to their activities.

Voter registration on campus
Feminists United has teamed up with the Obama campaign to get 
students on campus registered to vote. Members of the groups will 
be stationed at a table in the Welcome Center every day until the 
October 6 registration deadline. With state-issued identification, reg
istration takes only a few minutes.

TAKE A BIKE
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FROM THE SOURCE'S MOUTH
By MICHAEL HEIBEL Press Staff Writer

Walk the Walk: Talk to Mauk

On Friday, September 12, the WPP had the chance to 
sit down with English instructor John Mauk about his 
new grammar class and what we as students can expect 
to gain from his course.
WPP: Where did you get the idea for a grammar 
course?
MAUK: The idea for the 100 level grammar course 
came, initially, from Karen Giddies - the former 
manager of the Writing Center. She heard interest
ing rumblings and questions about grammar. I sim
ply picked up the grammatical ball and kicked it. 
WPP: How does someone start a new class at 
NMC?
MAUK: Starting a new course is more involved than 
one might imagine. Because we’re an academic com
munity, we must make a case to our colleagues that 
a particular course has value to students, to the col
lege, and to the community. In other words, we have 
to make an argument, a claim of value to all those 
English 112 students out there. This argument is re
viewed by the Curriculum Committee - a group of 
faculty/staff members from various disciplines and 
offices. They make suggestions and ultimately grant 
the course a life in the formal curriculum. Its a great 
lesson about professional life: you’ve got to make a 
case for your initiatives. The world doesn’t play along 
without a good argument.
WPP: Does this class produce better writers? 
MAUK: I hope so. The folks in the class this semes
ter are wildly lucid - fine writers and thinkers. I am 
humbled so far. My hope is that the intensive eight- 
week session cranks up our language about language. 
And whenever people get steeped in metalanguage, 
if I can say that, good things are bound to happen. 
Or think of it this way: Whenever people involved in 
any craft - plumbing, spelunking, writing - partici
pate in a critical examination of the craft, they are 
bound to generate new forms of awareness and gain 
new kinds of agility.
WPP: Do English courses these days focus less on 
grammar?
MAUK: Maybe, but one thing is certain: English 
composition courses definitely focus more now (the 
last couple of decades) on rhetoric - on the ability to 
generate increasingly sophisticated and persuasive in
sights. Increasingly, 100 level college English is about

how people think, how people use language to 
peel back the layers of everyday life and discover 
something significant, how we can use language 
to rewrite our perception, or to solve the crises di
rectly beneath our own feet. To most of us, this 
is an important, perhaps critical, shift. After all, a 
democracy can die, an organization can rot, and a 
culture can go over the cliffs of sanity even if the 
commas are correct.
WPP: Who benefits the most from this course? 
MAUK: Well, this particular class was designed 
for students who want a thorough academic dis
cussion about grammar. That might mean English 
majors who want to bring all the contradictory, 
slippery, and changing conventions of the lan
guage to the foreground. Or it might mean Eng
lish 111 or 112 students who feel like they need 
to regain some traction after high school or years 
away from school. Presently, we have a variety 
of people in the course: writers, student writers, 
composition students, writing tutors from our es
teemed Writing Center, and teaching assistants. At 
the least, all these folks are likely to help one an
other dig deeper into language.
WPP: How important is correct grammar? 
MAUK: That’s a big one. It depends on the situ
ation of course. Most often, “good grammar” is 
talked about as a sign of propriety, an indicator of 
intelligence or good manners. This is unfortunate. 
It turns the structure of language into a silly parlor 
game. And of course, we have to acknowledge that 
leaders of countries and corporations might, oc
casionally, have terrible grammar. So, rather than 
discuss grammar as a set of manners and niceties,
I think it’s most helpful to think of it as the pre
siding linguistic conventions. And here’s the pow
erful part: People don’t think without language. 
Language is the engine of awareness. So folks who 
understand the dips and turns of language—the 
twists, nooks, crannies, notches, peaks, and val
leys—are also apt to understand the nuances of 
their own thinking. If you consider that, then it 
seems to me that everyone ought to think pretty 
seriously about grammar—not as a suit one wears 
to an interview, but as the skin one wears to bed. 
WPP: How has grammar changed over time? 
MAUK: In short, I can say this: Grammar 
changes, and anyone who studies it for long real
izes that change is inevitable, that change is not 
inherently bad or corrosive. English has morphed 
in a variety of ways even within the last century. 
It’ll keep changing, and it’ll probably keep grow
ing. If it doesn’t change, it will fade into history 
rather than make it.
WPP: Are there any prerequisites for this course? 
MAUK: The prereq for this course is placement 
into English 111. In other words, we don’t see 
this course as “developmental” or back-to-basics.
I think it is, in many ways, aimed at the basics— 
nouns, verbs, clauses, sentence variety. But we’re 
examining the way these basics animate what can 
be said, what can be thought. I think of the course 
as elemental.

NEWS 03on campus

Dennos Museum 
hits the jackpot

I RICHARD DERENZY
Press Staff Writer

A $ 1 million exhibit at 
the Dennos Museum has 
caught the eye of both the 
community and North
western Michigan College 
students. The exhibit will 
be showcased at the up
coming Educators Open 
House.

Proof of the muse
um’s quality artwork 
came this summer when
Museum Director Gene Jenneman discovered that a signed Edward 
Weston photo in the museum’s collection could be worth somewhere 
from $600,000 to $900,000.

The Weston print was donated to the museum back in 1989, but it 
was not until April 8 of this year that Jenneman, while sitting down for his 
morning coffee to watch CNN, discovered the true monetary value of the 
photo.

The day before, a similar Edward Weston photo had sold at a So
theby’s auction in New York for a record $1.6 million.

“The museum wants to draw attention to the quality artwork it has 
to offer,” said Jenneman on the open house. “It is an asset to the stu
dents, with artwork worthy of museums around the world.”

The only other museum to have this photo as a part of this collec
tion is the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York. Only two other 
copies exist, both of which are privately owned.

“[The photo] has some tarnishing,” said Jenneman, “but it is in 
an acid-free environment, behind glass to prevent fading, and is se
curely locked to the wall.”

Shortly after being donated generously by Jack and Ann Ozegovic, 
the photo was sent to the Detroit Institute of Art for verification of its 
authenticity, which was approved. The DIA had no record of the photo 
or any negatives to verify any others of its kind in existence. Dennos 
will be taking out a $1 million insurance policy on the print.

Jenneman is looking for new ways to reach out to the broader commu
nity and to get them to use the amazing resources and exhibits available 
at the Dennos Museum. One upcoming example is the Educator Open 
House. The event, which is being held on September 29, will bring in K- 
12 teachers from schools all over the region.

“The idea behind the event is to give teachers a firsthand experi
ence,” said Jenneman. The museum will be showing teachers how 
they can utilize the museum as a tool of higher education.

“With tours, exhibits, and a range of musical performances, Northern 
Michigan has a great resource at its fingertips,” said Jenneman.

Curator of Education and Interpretation Diana Bolander, who 
works with the public to promote K-12 programming at the Muse
um, set up the Educator Open House. The Museum currently serves 
over 5,000 K-12 students every year.

The Museum currently has a few NMC student employees work
ing in the gift shop and helping out around the museum, but volun
teer opportunities are also available to NMC students who want to 
get involved in the educational experience.

“The museum is great for students in the Education Program at 
NMC,” said Bolander, explaining that museums allow these students 
an opportunity to see what resources will be available for their cur
riculum when they become teachers. “[I encourage] anyone who 
is looking forward to working in a museum to come down and get 
more experience,” she said.

NMC students receive free admission to the museum, along with 
a half-off discount on tickets for concerts.

*
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THE ISSUE:
The drinking age
OUR VIEW:
Keep it at 21

Keep the drinking 
age at 21

A group of 120 college presidents is pushing to lower the drinking 
age to 18 in an effort to curb binge drinking on campus. They've got 
an impressive name, the Amethyst Initiative, named after the ancient 
Greek words that mean "not intoxicated."

These college leaders hope that a lower drinking age will encour
age more responsible drinking. They 

—————also think it will cut the excessive, 
furtive, forbidden thrill of drinking 
— "pregaming," in kidspeak — be
fore a frat party or other public ap
pearance. But we think these top 
academics forgot their Econ 101. Le-

......... galizing something generally invites
more indulgence, not less.

Yes, binge drinking is widespread, entrenched and pernicious. 
And that is surely frustrating for college officials. But their strategy 
reeks of surrender.

Kids under age 21 don't drink because it's illegal. And they won't 
stop drinking if it is legal. There is another problem with lowering 
the drinking age: Surveys - and experience - suggest that making al
cohol available to 18-year-olds also opens the spigot wider for 17- 
and 16-year-olds and even younger teens.

The current age threshold doesn't stop many underage college 
students from drinking, but there's evidence that the higher drink
ing age has curbed some binge drinking. In 1984, when Congress ef
fectively mandated the 21-year-old age limit, 45.4 percent of college 
students engaged in binge drinking, which is defined as five or more 
drinks in a row at any point in a two-week period. That's according 
to Monitoring the Future, which conducts an annual national survey 
of drug and alcohol use by young people. By 2006, that figure was 
40.2 percent. Meanwhile, the percentage of students who reported 
drinking every day fell by more than a quarter.

Statistics on the effects of the higher drinking age on driving fa
talities are even more dramatic. As legal drinking ages have gone up, 
the number of young people ages 16 to 20 killed in alcohol-related 
crashes has plummeted by nearly 60 percent — from 5,224 in 1982 
to 2,121 in 2006. This, even as the number of young people killed in 
non-alcohol-related crashes has increased by 34 percent.

Some of that drop is attributed to other factors, including safer 
cars and increasing seat belt usage — and greater awareness of the 
perils of drinking and driving. But the trends are known and pre
dictable: When states lowered their drinking ages in the 1970s, alco
hol-related crashes involving teens rose. Do the math. Does anyone 
doubt that putting alcohol in legal reach of 18-year-olds wouldn't in
stantly result in more accidents and drunken driving deaths?

The argument most often trotted out to defend this proposal is 
fairness: If an 18-year-old is old enough to fight in a war, he or she 
should also enjoy the right to drink. That sounds like a compelling 
rationale. Except it's wrong. Society confers different rights and re
sponsibilities at different ages — in many places, even a 24-year-old 
can't rent a car, for instance. The right to join the military and fight 
at 18 doesn’t automatically qualify you for every other right and 
privilege of adulthood, particularly if experience and statistics show 
that it's a bad idea.

Those college presidents are right to be alarmed about underage 
drinking on campus. But we'd rather see them pouring their ener
gies into making sure that authorities enforce local laws against serv
ing or selling to minors, and making sure that residence hall advisers 
are riding herd, not looking the other way. As well as pioneering new 
campaigns to convince college kids that they risk their health, and 
their lives, with heavy drinking.

Lowering the drinking age would transfer responsibility and, in 
some cases, legal liability from colleges and their presidents to the 
immature shoulders of 18-year-olds.

That would be lethal and unwise.
Chicago Tribune
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Editor:
I would just like to say that I enjoyed the editori
al on the NMC magazine. I have often wondered 
why they call themselves a magazine because I’m 
pretty sure that they have not, to the best of my 
knowledge, actually produced a magazine. Maybe 
they did in the years before I started picking it up. 
You said that last years' issue lowered the bar, well 
I think that there never really was a bar to begin 
with. The Magazine is too caught up in concept to 
worry about content or put out a publication that 
makes any sense. I don’t even like opening newspa

pers all the way because of the space they take up, 
and I think it’s absurd to dedicate the entire floor 
of my living room to open the roadmap to who- 
knows-what just to read a short story. If they’re 
going to try and be original, why not create some
thing that the average student might want (or be 
able) to pick up and read.

Joseph VanWagner
University Center student

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts let
ters to the editor from merpbers of the col
lege and community. Letters should be less 
than 400 words, typewritten, and signed 
with your name, address and phone number. 
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, 
spelling and length. Opinions expressed are 
not necessarily those of The White Pine 
Press staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press 
Letters to the Editor 
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686

BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gm3il.c0m

BY FAX: (231) 995-2110

................. ............ .......... ........
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What is your favorite word in the dictionary and why?
"Gratuitous. Why 
wouldn't it be my 
favorite word?"

AARON GILLETT, 18JOSH AMBORSKI, 19

"Persnickety, becasue 
there is no other word 
that is that cool."

"Diversity; it adds 
spice to life."

"Hunting, because I 
am an outdoorsy per
son and I love hunting 
for the family."

MAGGIE PETERSON, 18 MEGAN BODARY, 18

5DUnD BYTES Alternative oil? It's a start
"It is completely different from me sitting in front of a 
screen, looking at a little picture and typing something 
in - almost like the experience is reduced to my brain 
and my fingers. In the Cocoon we have the whole 
body immersed inside." TINO SCHAEDLER, one of three de
signers developing a virtual reality pod called the Cocoon. 
Source: CNN

"I saw a few that looked better. I actually saw some 
breasts, which was great. But there was one show I 
went to, and everyone looked really skinny." FINOLA
HUGHES, host of "How Do I Look?" commenting on the 
figures of models at this year's New York Fashion Week. 
Source: CNN

"Gratuitous insults must be punished." LUCA VOLONTE, a 
Christian Democrat in Italy, expressing support for the 5- 
year sentence that comedian Sabrina Guzzanti is facing for 
obscene comments against the pope during a comedy rou
tine in .July. Source: Times Online

"We are satisfied that Johnson's expectation of pri
vacy while visiting his wife in her nursing home room 
is one that society would recognize as reasonable."
Statement by an anonymous three judge panel declaring 
that videotapes taken by police of a man having sex with 
his comatose wife could not be used in the man's trial felo
ny sexual assault. Source: Associated Press

"You'll be encouraged by the power of God's love and 
His desire to transform the lives of those impacted by 
homosexuality." Quote from a WASILLA BIBLE CHURCH bulle
tin referring to a conference whose purpose was to make 
gays heterosexual through the prayer. Sarah Palin attend
ed Wasilla Bible Church for six years. Source: Associated 
Press

"I think part of me would love to play a drag queen 
just because it would be an excuse to wear loads of 
eye makeup." DANIEL RADCLIFFE revealing his dream role for 
Details magazine.

I THOMAS J. SHELDER
Press Staff Writer

We have all heard during this election cycle the 
phase “Americas addiction to oil,” and we have all 
listened to the rhetoric that surrounds our need 
to wean ourselves off foreign oil, but what we 
have not heard is a viable solution to the prob
lem. Well, someone has a plan, and it’s not Barack 
or McCain - it’s a billionaire oilman named T. 
Boone Pickens.

The Pickens Plan, as he calls it, outlines a strat
egy to utilize wind power to replace the natu
ral gas used in electrical generation and move it 
to power vehicles. With an estimated 700 bil
lion dollars being shipped overseas every year to 
fuel our addiction, this massive loss of wealth will 
only appreciate to become what some are calling 
the largest distribution of wealth in the history of 
mankind. This not only threatens our economic 
well being, but also our national security.

Pickens wants to build wind farms, lots of 
them; in fact, he personally is building the largest 
wind farm in the world. The electricity produced 
by these farms, mostly located in the Great Plains, 
will replace the 22 percent of electricity that is 
currently generated through natural gas. The natu
ral gas will then be used to fuel vehicles taking an 
estimated 38 percent out of our foreign oil pur
chases. Second only to coal as a domestic energy 
source, natural gas is cleaner, cheaper and much 
more abundant than oil.

The plan is a great alternative, but it is not 
without problems, and Mr. Pickens is not the 
white knight that he is portraying himself to be; 
he has a very vested interest. Pickens and his part
ners are hugely invested in the production of 
natural gas, the generation of electricity through 
wind and the distribution of natural gas as'an au

tomotive fuel.
There are also some huge hurdles to overcome: 

first, the nation’s infrastructure is not equipped to 
channel large amounts of electricity over large dis
tances; second, Americans would once again have 
to invest in vehicles that run on something other 
than gasoline; third, a new system would have to 
be implemented for the distribution of natural 
gas to fuel the vehicles; fourth, most communities 
have no ordinances to accept or reject the instal
lation of windmills. A project has the potential to 
be stalled by the local government indefinitely. No 
solution is perfect, and this is no exception.

However, there are some appealing aspects to 
this plan. Not only a corporate giant, but also an 
oilman has hatched the idea, and because it is not 
a solution hatched from the political pulpit you 
can bet it will be implemented much faster; this is 
capitalism in action. The plan is also green; it calls 
for a 22 percent increase in electricity production 
from a renewable resource, and that is substantial. 
The plan also has the potential to create a lot of 
jobs in sectors like infrastructure development and 
high-end manufacturing; something Michigan is 
well known for. Pickens admits that his idea is not 
a cure-all solution, but a stepping-stone to even
tual energy independence.

There are no quick fixes to this problem that 
do not require every American to get involved. We 
as a community, state and nation have an ardent 
responsibility to fix the mess that we have been 
in for 40 years. So next time you’re listening to 
the gas pump whine and watching the dials turn, 
think about where that money is going and how 
you can get involved in shaping America’s future.
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Jesus & Me
I'M NOT SURE I SEE THE DILEMMA. 

OBAMA'S SPEECH, THE NAME OF THAT HURRICANE, 
ALL THIS VP STUFF, I'D THINK IT'D BE PRETTY EASY

Lyrical Astrology by Nathan Kainste

Virgo (8/23 - 9/22) Express yourself, from the heart, cause if you want to start to move up the chart, 
then expression is a big part of it. “Express Yourself” by N.W.A.
Libra (9/23 - 10/22) I’m pickin’ up good vibrations. Oom bop bop, good vibrations. People are pick
ing up what you’re laying down. Keep sending out good vibrations, you’re really getting your 
point across. “Good Vibrations” by the Beach Boys.
Scorpio (10/23 -11/21) We have no control. We do not understand You have no control. You are not in com
mand. Stop trying to control everything in your life and go with the flow. “No Control” by Bad Religion. 
Sagittarius (11/22 - 12/21) Everyday I’m hustlin’, everyday I’m hustlin’, everyday I’m, everyday I’m, 
everyday I’m hustlin’. Keep busy to avoid drama in your life. “Hustlin’” by Rick Ross.
Capricorn (12/22 — 1/19) It don’t make much sense that common sense don’t make no sense anymore. 
Although no one seems to use common sense anymore, you shouldn’t be afraid to use some right 
now. “Common Sense” by John Prine.
Aquarius (1/20 — 2/18) Wanna whole lotta love? Wanna whole lotta love? You got it. Now is the 
time for romance in your life! “Whole Lotta Love” by Led Zeppelin.
Pisces (2/19 — 3/20) Don’t go chasing waterfalls. Please stick to the rivers and the lakes that you’re used to. If 
you start to feel overwhelmed, take a step back into something more comfortable. “Waterfalls” by TLC. 
Aries (3/21 —4/19) Can I believe the magic of your sighs? Will you love me tomorrow? Could that 
flirt turn into true romance? “Will You Love me Tomorrow” by The Shirelles.
Taurus (4/20 - 5/20) Is this really the way it is, or contract in our mutual interest? Make sure you understand 
the terms before you agree to any contracts, be they tangible or emotional. “Contract” by Gang of Pour. 
Gemini (5/21 - 6/21) Call me the hunter, that’s my name. Pretty young thing like you is my only 
game. Your romantic aim is sharp right now. Choose your target. “The Hunter” by Danzig.
Cancer (6/22 — 7/22) Every new beginning comes from some other beginning’s end. It’s a new phase 
in your life. Something big is about to start. “Closing Time” by Semisonic.
Leo (7/23 - 8/22) Looks like we made it. Look how far we’ve come my baby. We might have took the 
long way. We knew we’d get there someday. You’ve been doing a great job. Stop to reflect on your ac
complishments. “You’re Still the One” by Shania Twain.

Liberal Studies Degree

Areas of Emphasis: 

Pre-law

Environmental advocacy 

Nonprofit leadership 

Communication arts 

Child development

Social work 

Human services

Many more

Earn a bachelor’s degree in Liberal Studies. This customized degree program lets you 

study topics most relevant to your career goals. You develop your own course of study, in 
consultation with your advisor, in areas of emphasis such as pre-law, environmental 

advocacy, nonprofit leadership, communication arts, child development, social work, or 

other human services. Plus, the flexible curriculum makes it easier to use your previous 

college credit to complete the degree. It’s your time to excel. Call or visit us online for 

more information about the Liberal Studies program at Grand Valley in Traverse City. 
gvsu.edu/traverse 231.995.1785 | 888.922.1785

NMC
University

Center

GrandAAlley 
State University

TRAVERSE CITY 
REGIONAL CENTER

Friday Sept. 19:
Tell No One- 1:00, 3:30,
6:00, 8:30 

Saturday Sept. 20:
Babe - 10:30 a.m. (25<f Kids Matinee)
Tell No One- 1:00, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30 

Sunday Sept. 21:
Tell No One- 1:00, 6:00, 8:00 
Three Cups of Tea - 3:45 

Monday Sept. 22:
Tell No One — 1:00, 3:30 
Metropolitan Opera Grand Opening 
Gala - 6:30 

Tuesday Sept. 23:
Tell No One- 1:00, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30 

Wednesday Sept. 24:
Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo - 11:00 a.m. 
(25 <t Classic Matinee)
Tell No One- 1:00, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30 

Thursday Sept. 25:
Tell No One- 1:00, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30
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New books at Osterlin:
A concoction of contemporary controversy, criticism and questions

ERIN BERNHARD
Press Features Editor

Sodexo’s Cafe al la Cart isn’t the only new thing in Osterlin this semester. Mountains of new 
books have come to call our library home this month, and the WPP is here to showcase five of 
them in all their glory.

Osterlin Library is a brilliant resource for those who have a particular research project, as well 
as those who are merely looking for a good book to read. Visit www.nmc.edu/library for hours, re
search services, and access to the library’s entire catalog.

American Political Poetry into the 21st 
Century
by: Michael Dowdy
An analytical masterpiece, Michael Dowdy’s Ameri
can Political Poetry into the 2P' Century leaves no 
stone unturned. Investigating both mainstream 
American poets and those of whom no one has 
heard, Dowdy surprises with his intensity and thor
oughness. He writes, “Poetry...is not only about 
imagination and creativity, nor is it a calculated re
treat from the empirical world. It is an engagement 
with lived experiences.” He believes that much of 
20tl* century American poetry, is politically based, 
and takes pride in saying so. This is a book for those 
interested in the cultural history of American po
etry, as well as the assessment of 20th century poetry 
in and of itself.

1

American 
Political Poetry 

Ir* the 2 I it Centyry

The Case Against Perfection: 
Ethics in the Age of Genetic 
Engineering
by: Michael J. Sandel
Conciseness and clarity are Michael J. 
Sandel’s objectives in his book The Case 
Against Perfection: Ethic in the Age of Ge
netic Engineering. His arguments against 
the practice of bioengineering human 
life are brief and sensible. His idea of life 
being a “gift” is ethical, yet philosophical 
in its religious undertones. America’s con
tinued quest for perfection, he says, only 
leads to loss of appreciation for natural 
talents and beauty. For those who are in
terested in scientific philosophy, this is 
the book for you.

Are the Rich Necessary?: Great Eco
nomic Arguments and How They Re
flect Our Personal Values 
by: Hunter Lewis
In this, a time of economic decay in America, semi-so
cialist arguments like those in Hunter Lewis’ Are the 
Rich Necessary?: Great Economic Arguments and How 
They Reflect Our Personal Values are welcome as new 
solutions. From market depression to government in
tervention, Lewis creates interesting anecdotes out of 
seemingly depressing and misunderstood topics. His 
viewpoint - that the rich “stand in the way of democ
racy” -.is radical, yet undeniable. He argues well and 
helps turn out more knowledgeable readers. It challeng
es and refreshes those who are interested in alternative 
solutions to our economic crisis.

ARE THE

RICH
necessary?

Greof &©r?om/c Arguments 
and Hew They Mleet Ow* 

Atrseno/Wfues

HUNTER LEWIS

The Bad Wife Handbook 
by: Rachel Zucker
In The Bad Wife Handbook, Rachel 
Zucker addresses wifedom from all as
pects of the title. Zucker’s poems are 
poignant and rich, taking small stabs 
at the life of a married woman. Her in
sight is respectable and refreshing. The 
humorous, somewhat sarcastic under
tones make for quick, enjoyable read
ing. Poetry fans will pick this book up 
and not be able to put it down.

Censoring Sex: A Histori
cal Journey through American 
Media
by: John E. Semonche
John E. Semonche’s Censoring Sex: A His
torical Journey Through American Media 
tackles the contraversial issue of sex in the 
media. He writes about the evolution of 
sex in the media from the 19th century 
until the present. Semonche creates an 
image of censorship that is thorough and 
interesting. This is a cultural masterpiece, 
complete with arguments against cen
sorship and a questioning glance at the 
media today. Of course, American history 
buffs will have to pick it up in order to 
get the full gist of it.
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Righteous Kill: 
Not So Righteous

I COLIN COVERT
Star Tribune (Minneapolis)

Enduring a contrived and convoluted crime 
drama would be worthwhile if it featured power
house performances from the two best screen actors 
of their generation. Such is not the case in “Righ
teous Kill,” which wastes the talents of Robert De 
Niro and A1 Pacino, while squandering the time 
and goodwill of the audience.

The stars play Turk and Rooster, New York po
lice detectives nearing the end of their 30-year part
nership. Rather than coast into retirement, they 
elect to tackle one last big case. A vigilante has been 
killing criminals who escaped the legal system, leav
ing poems mocking the victims as a calling card.

One of the pair is in it to catch the murderer, the 
other to impede 
the investiga
tion so that the 
“righteous kills” 
can continue.
The film impli
cates one of the 
cops immedi
ately through a

videotaped confession, then leads viewers through a 
labyrinth of red herrings and misdirection to put his 
admission of guilt in doubt.

De Niro and Pacino had no scenes together in 
‘The Godfather, Part II’ and minimal screen time 
together in “Heat.” Here, they’re practically insepa
rable, but seriously off their game. Not that the in
ferior screenplay by Russell Gewirtz (“Inside Man”) 
gives them much to work with. Their dialogue is 
generic cop talk and boilerplate banter. De Niro 
plays a raging bull at the end of his days and Pacino 
is his wry sidekick, but their personalities are un
derdeveloped, the better to keep us guessing.

A kinky crime scene specialist (Carla Gugino) 
provides a whiff of sex appeal and thickens the plot 
as another potential suspect, while a rival detective 
team (John Leguizamo and Donnie Wahlberg) pur
sues leads to a killing in their precinct and adds a 
mild degree of suspense. Curtis (50 Cent) Jackson 
drifts through the piece as a drug lord who makes 
his own street-level sales, which is one of the script’s 
lesser implausibilities.

Director Jon Avnet (the culprit behind Paci
no’s abysmal “88 Minutes”) stumbles 
through the story, never building the 
momentum an engaging cop yarn re
quires. In its place, he tries to goose up 
the wearisome tale by dropping in an
other killing every few minutes, or giv
ing Gugino and De Niro a few timidly 
filmed sex scenes. By the time the gla
cially paced film delivers its final fore
head-slapping switcheroo, you might 
feel like you’ve qualified for your own 
retirement dinner.

MOVIE REVIEW

RIGHTEOUS 
KILL

Criterion Corner
Brand upon the Brain!

Imagine your childhood as 
it never really happened. Next 
imagine a silent, black-and-white, 
comic, science-fiction nightmare 
set in a lighthouse on a mysterious 
island. Now combine the two into 
a sensory-overload super-cinematic 
vision that Roger Ebert described 
as “a phantasmagoric story that 
could be a collaboration between 
Edgar Allan Poe and Salvador 
Dali.” Canadian cult filmmaker 
Guy Maddin presents Brand Upon 
the Brain!, a fictional look back 
into the mad Gothic recesses of 
his twisted memory. The Criterion 
Collection presents this silent film

with narration tracks by Isabella Rossellini, Laurie Anderson, John 
Ashbery and Guy Maddin himself. Top it off with two new short 
films by Maddin, a documentary interviewing the director and his 
collaborators and a new high-definition digital transfer. Brand upon 
the Brain is a worthy addition to the Criterion Collection.

New on DVD
Leatherheads - 9/23

Leatherheads takes football fans back to their roots in a screwball 
comedy starring George Clooney as Dodge Connelly, the leader of 
a ragtag team about to go under. To keep the team alive, Connel
ly turns to a college wunderkind named Carter Rutherford (John 
Krasinski). All goes well until a ravishing reporter (Renee Zellwe
ger) threatens to tear the two apart. George Clooney shines in front 
of the camera, but as
in Good Night and 
Good Luck, it’s his 
work behind it as 
director that really 
takes it to the end 
zone. A solid addi
tion to the genre that 
brings a little some
thing new by taking 
it back in time.

Miss This
Bangkok Dangerous

If only it lived up to the excitement of the title. Nicolas Cage plays 
Joe, a professional assassin sent to Bangkok, Thailand, to kill four 

people. There he meets pickpocket 
Kong and a beautiful mute girl. Un
surprisingly, in the company of his 
unlikely friends Joe begins to discov
er he has a conscience and a heart, 
after all. Pretty, but generic. We’ve 
seen too many neon-soaked Asian 
cityscapes. A note: Kong is no rela
tion to King of the same name - too 
bad, since a giant gorilla would prob
ably have been a plus.



September 18, 2008
WHITE PINE PRESS ARTS & ENTERTAINMENTQ9

—

New Music to Lighten You Up

Kimya Dawson: "Alphabutt"
■ NATHAN KAINSTE

Press Staff Writer

On July 28th, 2006, solo recording artist and one 
half of The Moldy Peaches, Kimya Dawson and her 
husband, Angelo Spencer, had a baby they named 
Panda Delilah. On September 9th of this year, Daw
son and some friends released an album entitled 
Alphabutt, one of the most honest and heartfelt 
childrens albums I have ever heard. Being a former 
child, I feel qualified to make this claim.

Kids of all ages can enjoy songs like “Bobby-O,” 
the ballad written about the adventures of Fabio’s 
skinny younger brother, and “Smoothie,” which 
details the effects that a smoothie has on Dawsons 
unborn child. Singalong songs, songs about pee- 
pee, loose teeth, and bears combine to make the

album a wholesome and useful tool for parents or 
anybody who needs a pick-me-up.

The title track is an alphabetical romp through 
Dawsons surface thoughts. Many letters in the 
song are coupled with various animals’ posteriors. 
For example, “F is for fart, G is for gorilla Fart, H 
is for huge gorilla fart... Z is for farts that smell like 
the zoo.” “Happy Home (Keep on Writing)” is an 
inspiring song about Dawson’s childhood, loneli
ness, fantasizing about being in Annie and a teach
er’s encouragement.

The last song on the album, “Sunbeams and 
Some Beans,” eloquently explains world hunger 
and its causes with a fable about Sam Champion 
and Grand Champion. Grand grows food to feed 
anyone who is hungry and inspires Sam, the weath
erman, to start growing beans. It ends with some 
wise words from Dawson’s grandmother: “If you 
only have one bean and you meet someone with no 
bean, you should give them half your bean ‘cause 
you will be less hungry if you eat just half a bean 
than if you eat a whole bean in front of somebody 
with no bean.”

If you are easily offended by words like pee-pee, 
fart, and butt, then this may not be the album for 
you and/or your children. However, if you don’t 
mind the words that many mothers use with their 
kids, I suggest you pick up Alphabutt and remem
ber: “R is for robotic monkey who is going to take 
over the world.”

Professor's Playlist
Kristen Salathiel 
Communications

1) “100 Years” by 
Five for Fighting
2) “Photograph” by Natalie 
Merchant with REM
3) “Brian Wilson” by 
Barenaked Ladies
4) “Galileo” by 
The Indigo Girls
5) “Closer to Fine” by 
The Indigo Girls
6) “(Don’t Go Back to)
Rockville” by REM
7) “Valley Winter Song” by Fountains of Wayne
8) “Rosalita” by Bruce Springsteen
9) “No Rain” by Blind Melon
10) “Under the Bridge” by The Red Hot Chili Peppers

Upcoming Releases

NORA STONE
' Press A&E Editor

Miyagi: "Lightbulbs"

I have to admit, before I picked up Lightbulbs, 
their brand new album, I’d never even heard of 
Fujiya & Miyagi. And their style — electronica 
— is not one that I often seek out. But if I follow 
one overarching musical philosophy, and here it 
is: to never exclude any
thing from the realm of 
the possibly enjoyable.

And guess what? I like 
Lightbulbs. I’ve played it 
through several times, and 
concluded that this is a sol
idly enjoyable album. Fujiya 
& Miyagi are four British 
guys from Brighton: Steve 
Lewis, David Best, Matt 
Hainsby and new member 
Lee Adams. None are Asian, 
but their name is from a 
brand of record player and 
Mr. Miyagi from The Ka
rate Kid.

What I like about this album is its subtle even
ness: synths (Lewis), guitar (Best), drums (Adams), 
bass (Hainsby) and Best’s distinctive vocals blend 
together in beautiful, rhythmic, yet understated 
tracks. It’s too quiet to dance to, and I wouldn’t put

it on if I had to stay awake for a road trip, but it 
makes great background music for when you need 
to sit down and crank out that English paper. The 
beat keeps you from getting distracted without dis
tracting you itself.

The first track is “Knickerbocker,” which im
mediately gets stuck in your head. Most of it is 
about a knickerbocker glory (a British version of an 

ice cream sundae), but Hans 
Christian Anderson and a 
dead singer named Lena Za- 
varoni also make appearances. 
Or try “Dishwasher,” not your 
typical relationship song, in 
which Best sings, “We could 
paint our walls magnolia / We 
could buy a dishwasher / Ora 
3,000-piece puzzle of raspber
ry ripple ice cream.”

The most interesting part 
of their sound is that David 
Best doesn’t sing so much 
as whisper, and that rhythm 
and oddball emphasis take 

the place of melody. At first it’s 
different, but after a while I found it slightly mo
notonous. I like melody. While I wouldn’t say that 
Fujiya &: Miyagi have converted me to an electron
ica fan, this album will definitely be in regular rota
tion from now on.

September 16

Dressy Bessy 
Holler and Stomp

Breathe Carolina 
It’s Classy, Not Classic

A Farewell Rescue 
Never Meet Your Heroes

Clip of the Week
Lasse Gjertsen’s ‘Amateur”

This YouTube classic will leave viewers in awe. The Norwegian 
creator filmed himself making several different sounds on piano and 
drums (neither of which he knows how to play) and then edited the 
timeline to create music that flows seamlessly from one note to the 
next. As well as his piano/percussion one-man duet, Gjertsen has 
made a slew of equally en
tertaining shorts that vary 
from stick-figure cartoons 
to professional hip-hop vid
eos. With its unique editing 
style, this amazing video is 
one not to be missed, even if 
you only watch to see a crazy 
Scandinavian tickle the ivo
ries with his toes.

I
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Top 10 fortune 
cookie sayings
Better a stride that will last than a trot that tires fast.

We can learn from everyone, especially from our enemies.

The smart thing to do is to prepare for the unexpected.

The next time someone insults you, fail to notice it;
you will show more class for doing so.

5. If you can shape it in your mind, you will find it in 
your life.

• Not every soil can bear all things; be practical.

7A good beginning is only half done.

8. The one you love is closer than you think

9. Boredom is volatile and 
dangerous fuel for action.

10 . You will be the best.

Move over Mr. Gates
Google Chrome takes over Internet Explorer

1.
2.
3.
4.

First Dates
' T ■

IJANELLE MARTIN
Press Staff Columnist

A first date is a big deal. All girls (and most guys) know that it is 
important to be on your best behavior and to dress to impress. The 
first date is the deciding factor for whether or not there is going to be 
a second date.

Well, I have a bit of a confession. I went on a first date this year. 
Like my first-first date. I’ll pause so you can all laugh. That’s right,
20 years old and just went on my first date. Now, in my defense, I 
used to be a really shy girl and I have been on group dates. But I di
gress.

Most people have decent first dates — normal first dates — but I 
am about to share my incredible first date story. I met my first-first 
at work and he was a cute nice boy, who, after a couple months got 
up the courage to ask me out on a date.

We had planned on going to see a late movie, so he picked me 
up in his pick up. Typical, right? Well, we had quite a drive from my 
house to the movies, so we talked quite a bit on the way there, and 
the conversation went considerably well.

Finally, after we got to Traverse City, we headed over to Horizon 
to go see what our options were. Funny thing is: we had nothing. All 
of the movies had already started. (Apparently they don’t do the re
ally late movie anymore?) So, now what?

We thought about going to get some dinner, but my first-first 
wanted to stop at Meijer to pick up a couple things. So being the fun 
adventurous person I am, I of course had no problem with it. Well, 
after all of our fun in Meijer, we were both pretty tired, so we didn’t 
really feel like going out. So I went home.

Needless to say, there hasn’t been a second date.

TECHNO
BABBLE

ITOMAUCH
Press Staff Columnist

For years, Google has been on the heels of Mi
crosoft. The rivalry has just recently intensified as 
they fought for control of Yahoo.

It is common knowledge that Google has it 
“going on,” attracting the smartest brains on the 
planet. With all the perks and huge salaries, who 
wouldn’t want a piece of the action?

Microsoft’s bread and butter is its operating system 
—the user interface that we all see- Windows. It’s tricky, 
but Microsoft can sometimes pick and choose what 
they want us to see over the long run.

With all the bad (or should I say competitive?) 
blood that’s been brewing between these two behe
moths, it’s no wonder that Microsoft’s Vista operating 
system has been incompatible with some of Google 
products and services lately. And it’s also not surpris
ing that Google is not going to sit by idly.

Word on the street is that Google has a brainy 
team working on its own operating system. That’s 
right...Google’s own operating system.

A new operating system would be a difficult 
chore. There are millions of systems currently run
ning Windows and Mac, and to change it would 
be like changing the format of movie viewing from 
DVD back to 8 mm. Some believe that this is the 
reason that Google has only released a beta version of 
a new browser, code named, “Chrome.”

By definition ten years ago, a browser was the 
application or the interface that let one access basic 
web pages. But with changing times, the browser has

NIGHT SKY
By JERRY DOBEK NMC Astronomy Instructor

(for SEPTEMBER 16 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 23)

Planets and the 
moon

Venus continues to brighten in the early 
evening skies. Try to view the triple of Venus, 
Mars, and Mercury through the end of this 
week. You will probably need binoculars. We 
will soon loose Mercury in the glare of the Sun. 
Jupiter is the bright object due south at sunset.

The waxing gibbous Moon occults the Pleia
des star cluster on Friday September 19th. The 
event begins around 10:15 PM EDT and ends 
just after midnight. Best seen with a small tele
scope or binoculars, the bright part of the moon 
will pass in front of several stars in this open 
cluster. Watch as the stars reappear from the 
dark limb of the moon.

incorporated many more chores. It can run applica
tions, scroll though images, and run Javascript apps 
or YouTube videos. In fact, the browser almost acts 
as its own little operating system. Many are saying 
that this is the strategy that Google is taking.

Just like the switch to G-mail (which is, by far, 
the best on the planet), Chrome will seem foreign 
and uncomfortable. But in no time, IE is going to 
get a run for its money.

Google has streamlined its browser in the theme 
of its search engine, combining search engine features 
with the URL address bar. You have to try it on your 
own to appreciate the simplicity.

Clean and simple, Chrome’s interface can open 
up multiple web pages, in the form of tabs at the 
top of the browser window. This is useful because 
you can move them around or delete instantly. 
When a page crashes or locks up, you can close the 
tab (leaving all the others open), hit refresh and 
you’re right back to the crashed page.

There is also a double layer of security, so malware 
and spyware scoundrels will have a harder time.

The best part? Speed. Web pages seem to open fast
er. In a test (performed by Google execs.. .hmm...) 
Chrome static pages opened three times faster than IE’s. 
Those with dynamic content (like JavaScript or You
Tube videos) opened up to ten times fasten

To download your own beta version, go to Google, 
then Google Chrome. It takes about 15 seconds and 
will import all your bookmarks immediately.

Chrome is called an open source technology, so all 
techno-geeks and developers can see the programming 
code which makes it run to add suggestions to im
prove its performance. That has a lot of critics praising 
Google.

FYI -Chrome is Windows only. Mac and Linux 
are on the short-term horizon. And keep in mind: 
this is a beta, so it will have some G-bugs.

Skies
Summer officially comes to a close, at least by the 

calendar, on Monday September 22nd. At 11:44 AM 
EDT, the centre of the Sun’s disk will align with the 
equator of the Earth, marking the beginning of the 
Autumnal Equinox. This is not necessarily the time 
of “equal day, equal night”. That occurs about 3 days 
later, due to the tilt of the earth’s axis.

The next Open House at the NMC Joseph H. Rog
ers Observatory will be on Friday September 26’h from 
9 pm until 11 pm. Featured objects include Jupiter, the 
summer globular and open star clusters, as well as sev
eral planetary nebulae.

Open Houses at the NMC Observatory can be found on 
the website at: www.nmc.edu/rogersobservaory

*
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Calendar
Feminists United (FU) Meets 
Mon, 5:30-6:30pm. Schol
ars Hall, room 207. Everyone 
is welcome to join. Discussion 
and action. tcfeministsunited@ 
gmail.com.

“Nunsensations” at OTP
Sept. 5-27. Curtain at 8pm, 
Sunday matinee at 3pm. Old 
habits are hard to break! Watch 
the “nunsense” Vegas revue by 
Dan Goggin. For tickets: 231- 
947-2210 or www.oldtown- 
playhouse.com.

Banned Books Week: Sept. 27 
- Oct. 4. Books appearing on 
the list year after year include: 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
by Mark Twain, The Color Pur
ple by Alice Walker and I Know 
Why the Caged Bird Sings by 
Maya Angelou. Read a good 
book this week!

Poets’ Night Out: Region
al poets of all ages are invited 
to submit up to three original 
poems (96 lines total) for the 
annual juried poetry reading. 
Submissions accepted through 
Oct. 1. Registraion fee: $10, 
For details see www.poetsnigh- 
tout.org.

Find Out for Yourself: “Dr. 
Frank Turek and CrossExam- 
ined are addressing an alarm
ing trend among Christian 
youth in America.” Come hear 
Dr. Turek contrast atheistic 
views to Christian values. Fri. 
Oct 3, 7 pm at T.C. Christian 
school.

Junkyard Ghost Revival: “The 
ultimate plugged-in spoken 
word experience!” Sat. Oct. 4, 
8pm, City Opera House.

War Is a Drag Calling all drag 
queens! Fri. Oct. 10, 4-8pm. 
Scholars Hall, room 217. Drag 
show auditions! The Student 
Peace Alliance (SPA) is raising 
funds to attend the Nation
al Peace Conference by host
ing a drag show called “War 
Is a Drag” on Sat, Oct. 30 at 
the InsideOut Gallergy. No 
experience necessary! Tickets 
available soon. For more in
formation, please email: nmc. 
spa@gmail.com.

Ladyfest! Fri, Oct. 24 at noon 
- Sun, Oct. 26 at 10pm. In
sideOut Gallery. Ladyfest 
Northern Michigan, a co-op 
grassroots festival with a focus 
on empowerment & acknowl
edgement of women’s often- 
overlooked contributions, 
exists to celebrate the creativ
ity, strength and wisdom of 
women through art, music, 
film and workshops. Everyone, 
women and men, is welcome 
to help plan and attend the 
event, ladyfestnm@gmail.com.

VOX: Voices for Planned Par
enthood Meets Wed, 4:30- 
5:30pm. West Hall. Make your 
voice heard! Womens repro
ductive rights are at risk! Join 
VOX for information and dis
cussion. voxtc@hotmail.com or 
www.myspace.com/voxtc.

Classifieds
Conservative students Part- 
time political action work. 
Must have flexible schedules. 
Approx. 20 hrs/wk. Call Grand 
Traverse County Republican 
Action Center: 231-946-3333.

Peer outreach workers Are
you aged 15-20? Have a desire 
to help others? We need your 
energy, ideas, hard work, life 
skills and dedication. Looks 
great on college and job appli
cations! Call Third Level Crisis 
Center if interested: 231-922- 
4800.

CALENDAR ] 'j

Sudoku Puzzle
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September 18, 2008
WHITE PINE PRESS

I
thought 
buffalo 

ings
were 
made 
of s 

SB /<>

1 2 FRESH INTELLIGENCEArt project 'POStSCCVCtencourages people to open up
by Nicole Paitsel Daily Press

i dBHfceKeye

natfcing w**®1
______
WWssangpggg!

J* SftT iW ft
$ATK£»»*s TSC. S)

&>rct£ of-VMLGMA |’>

©t Mr '

J> gkrfX ii8n4

—-

J©;
for one of mv closest friends

Would you share your dirty little secret?...
Frank Warren hopes you do. In four years, he’s collected more than 200,000 anonymous secrets 

written on postcards for his blog “The PostSecret Project.” Every Sunday, he sifts through thousands 
of cards with secrets like “Everybody who knew me before 9/11 thinks I’m dead” and “I’m 65, and I 
still want to be a famous tennis player,” and posts them on his Web site postsecret.com. Most of those 
postcards are decorated with artwork or pictures reflecting the secret, which can be funny, shocking, 
sexual or heartbreaking.

The project started when Warren handed out blank postcards to strangers in preparation for an art 
show. Within a month, more than 150 people responded to his request for their secrets. Now, 1 mil
lion people a week visit Warren’s blog, and he’s shared even more secrets in his four best-selling books. 
For him, sharing secrets is a way of freeing yourself, and he encourages his audiences to tell one of 
their secrets at his lectures.

“We have the opportunity to share our secrets like gifts,” he says.
Here are some of his thoughts on the success of his secret collection.
Q: Why do you think the PostSecret project has been such a success?
A: I feel like part of it has to do with the communication technology that is available to everyone.
Blogs and virtual networks are creating opportunities for new kinds of conversations - conversations 
that are more open, more democratic and more self-purposing. PostSecret is self-purposing. It taps 
into this hidden landscape that we all live in, but we never talk about. People can share a part of them
selves that they don’t tell their closest family members and friends. It_helps us all feel like a part of a 
greater community. At times, I feel like I’ve accidentally tapped into something full of mystery and 
wonder that I don’t completely understand.
Q: Are you ever shocked by the secrets you get?
A: I’m never shocked, but I’m surprised every day. For years I’ve gotten 1,000 secrets a week, and you’d 
think that we’d run out of secrets. But there’s something about secrets that’s inexhaustible, but still 
full of vitality. They can be funny, sexual, shocking, hopeful. They can be in the form of an apology, a 
prayer, and they can be transformative. And I think what really allows them to resonate is that some
times we think we’re keeping a secret to ourselves, not realizing that so many people feel the same way. 
And the whole process of writing down your secret and letting it go out to a stranger can be transfor
mative. One of the things I’ve learned is that there are two kinds of secrets: The kind we hide from 
others and the ones we hide from ourselves.
Q: What is your secret?
A: I have a secret that I kept from myself for most of my life. And I think that in some way, that se
cret was trying to get out of me in a subconscious way, and it led me to this project. That’s one of the 
things I share during my talks, and I include one of my secrets in each of my four books.
Q: How has your PostSecret experience changed the way you relate to your teenage daughter?
A: I think I try to be more open and accepting of who she is. I let her know that she’s free to share 
anything she wants to with me. But if I truly want my daughter to share her secrets with me, the first 
thing I need to do is share one of my secrets with her, and show her my vulnerability. It’s on that foun
dation that I think we can build our strong, intimate connections.
Q: You’ve won awards for advancing mental health - is that one of your goals, and how do you 
think the site contributes to it?
A: When I realized how popular the project was becoming - I get more than a million viewers a week - I 
knew I wanted to do more than put pop-up ads on the site. I made a commitment that I’d never make 
any money from ads on the site, so for four years we’ve promoted the National Suicide Prevention Hot
line, and we’ve raised more than a half million dollars for the help line. Suicide has touched me in a num
ber of ways, through family members, friends, and in my own dark times, and it gives me a real sense of 
satisfaction that I can move the issue forward in positive ways. Suicide is the most preventable form of 
death, and the best way to prevent it is to share our feelings about it; share our secrets.
Q: What can we expect at your lecture?
A: At my talks it’s really neat because I share some of the censored secrets that the publishers wouldn’t 
include in my books - the secret secrets. And I also open it up to the audience to ask questions and to 
share. And it’s a really powerful time. It brings people together.

your new horrible dye job makes me feel a 
lot better about jig, feet that you left rue
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