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Stimulation
Come May there could be a 
$500 check in mailboxes across 
the country from the U.S. Gov
ernment if a stimulus pack
age approved by the House also 
passes the Senate. The Senate 
Finance Committee tweaked 
the Houses original plan, which 
had provided a $600 tax rebate 
for any person with an income 
of $3,000. The Senates $157 
billion package reduced that 
number to $500, but made it 
available to more people. The 
economic stimulus plan passed 
the SFC with only three Repub
lican votes. “Complexity is our 
enemy, and I am concerned that 
the bill that has come out of the 
Senate Finance Committee is 
already too complex,” said Trea
sury Secretary Henry Paulson.

Focus the Nation
On Thursday, January 31 
NMC honor society Phi 
Theta Kappa hosted a “Focus 
the Nation” seminar in the 
Welcome Center on NMC’s 
main campus to raise aware
ness about climate control. 
State representative Kevin A. 
Elsenheimer could not attend, 
but offered, “There is value in 
reducing energy use, in reduc
ing carbon footprints and in 
promoting alternative energy.” 
Phi Theta Kappas member
ship officer Amanda Campbell 
said, “It’s crucial for any cause 
that we find common ground 
and have discussions without 
animosity.” For information 
visit www.focusthenation.org.

Writing Center 
open house
NMC’s writing center will hold 
an open house on Wed., Feb. 13 
from 11 am. to 2 p.m. in SH 
221. Prizes awarded to students 
who find and bring in quotes hid
den around campus. All students, 
faculty and staff ate invited.
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SGA revamps budget, constitution
I JOHN PARKER

Managing Editor
In 2007-2008 the Student Government Association was charged with 

distributing $62-65,000 of general fees to organizations around campus.
But that will change for the 2008-2009 school year, now many of those or
ganizations will automatically receive their funds without having to petition 
the SGA.

“What we really wanted to do was strengthen our student groups and or
ganizations to have connections for students,” said Dean of Student Services 
Dr. Anne Monroe. “We heard from surveys and from talking to students, 
‘There’s nothing to do, there’s nobody to hang out with,’ so we thought 
we’ve gpt to find a way to pump this up.”

Currendy, $ 11 per contact hour goes toward the general student'fee. A 
full time student who registers for a 16 credit hour semester, for example, 
pays $176 in student fees.

Intramural Sports, NMC Magazine and the White Pine Press automati
cally receive their allocation without having to request those funds from 
SGA - unlike groups like Phi Theta Kappa or Model U.N. - whose fund
ing needs vary from semester to semester.

Monroe stresses that students know better than the college what the stu
dents want to do and will then fund appropriate organizations and projects.

PASTA CHEF extraordi
naire John Collins whips 
together fettuccini, veg
etables and a special 
spinach garlic sauce on 
February 7 at the North- 
woods Cafe in West 
Hall. Since the begin
ning of the new semes
ter, students have seen a 
change in the quality of 
food on campus provid
ed by Aramark, including 
an improved soup and 
salad bar, a serve-your- 
self Panini grill and the 
magnetic cook top John 
uses to saute delicious 
pasta creations. (Refer to 
editorial on P6).

“SGA is the representative body for all students; true or not, that’s 
what Student Government Association aims to be, to be your voice,” 
said Monroe. “They can have some purviews through an application 
process and they set up that process so that [student organizations] 
can apply for the Student Service money.”

Since the 2007 spring semester, however, the college has been ex
amining how the general fee was being spent.

“If we’re going to charge an all-student general fee,” said Monroe. 
“Then we want to make sure that indeed we’re using it in those areas 
that benefit the most students.”

Talks between Monroe’s office and the SGA revealed that certain 
funds were always allocated to certain organizations and always in the 
same amounts, as was the case with Dennos Museum. Admission is 
free for students, and to help offset that, the SGA provides funds to 
the Museum. Beginning in 2008-09, that money will automatically be 
provided to Dennos without having to go through reapproval.

Dennos Museum, Intramural Sports, Tutoring Services, Orienta
tion, Child Care, Career Fair, and the Student Activities office are slat
ed to receive automatic allocations in the proposed 2008-09 budget.

Also new for 2008-09, is a partnership between the Barbecue 
Board, the Foundation and the SGA.

“The Barbeque board and the Foundation are [each] putting in
• See SGA on page 2
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IN BRIEF
Written by GABE TAYLOR AND ERIC CAIRNS

The TART Trail cometh
During the January 28 NMC Board of Trustees Meeting, the TART 
Trail Committee requested permission to extend the trail through 
University Center property. The Traverse Area Recreation and Trans
portation Trail currently extends along most of Boardman Lake.
If the TART Trail were allowed to pass through University Cen
ter property, then nearly all of the lake would be accessible from the 
trail. The Board ofTrustees did not grant final approval during the 
meeting. However, they agreed to give permission to use University 
Center property if the committee could show their ability to fund 
and maintain the project. The TART Trail is funded by grants and 
donations, and would not require any expenses from the school it
self. The free, public trail system is over 55 miles long and provides a 
path for walking, biking and other recreational activities.

NMC Magazine Valentine deadline
NMC Magazine wants your literary and artistic vision of the Ameri
can Dream. The deadline for any submissions is February 14. These 
submissions include poems, essays, artwork and special interest stories 
pertaining to the theme of the magazine — the American Dream. The 
magazine will still be accepting non-theme-related submissions as well. 
Artwork may be submitted to the Humanities office in the Fine Arts 
building. Literary pieces may be sent to the Writing Center, located on 
the second floor in Scholars Hall, or emailed to submitnmcmag@mbx. 
nmc.edu. To see eligibility requirements, download a submission form 
and read their vision of the American Dream, go to www.nmc.edu/ 
nmcmagazine. Or call the Humanities Office at 995-1325 or the Writ
ing Center at 995-1189 for more information.

Press photo/ALLISON PETERS

FIDDLERS AT THE TABLE Ruby John, left, 17, plays fiddle alongside 91-year-old 
fiddler and guitar player, Lee Sloan, in the downstairs commons of West Hall before 
their performance at WNMC on Friday, February 2. Ruby, who is home schooled 
and has played the fiddle since she was 10 years old, enjoys traditional songs such 
as "Crooked Stovepipe," "Arizona Waltz" and "Blackberry Blossom." Lee, who has 
played fiddle and guitar for 84 years, teamed up with Ruby about two years ago, and 
they have been playing together ever since. Check out Ruby John's MySpace to listen 
to some of her music.
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SGA continued 
$10,000, and SGA is putting in 
$10,000, so there will be a pool 
of now $30,000 that SGA will 
have a voice in,” said SGA Advi
sor, Lisa Blackford. According to 
Blackford, this partnership along 
with SGA’s re-adjusted budget 
will mean, “SGA is going to have 
about $60,000 that they still 
have a voice in allocating.”

The goal of this partnership 
will be to fund the bigger proj
ects on campus, from organiza
tions such as Safe Passage and Phi 
Theta Kappa. “When they come 
to SGA they’re usually asking for 
$10,000 or more,” said Black
ford. “This [partnership] will help 
offset that from the SGA bearing 
those larger portions of it.”

This will leave the SGA with roughly $30,000 
to distribute to student organizations.

The revamped budget comes at a time when the 
SGA has moved a draft of theif^ew constitution 
out of subcommittee and in front of the full Stu
dent Government for consideration.

“That’s a tremendous amount of work,” said 
Blackford. “That was a big task, just to take that 
on. It’s monumental.”

In November a subcommittee began their up
date of a constitution that was in parts irrelevant to 
NMC students in the 21st century. Specifically, two 
bylaws that established sub-boards (Film, Sports, 
and Social Activities) and specified how much 
money they received: 10 percent was to go to the

A Brief Constitutional Rundown - 
What’s new and what’s gone

CURRENT CONSTITUTION NEW CONSTITUTION
-First By-law -Removed
-Second By-law -Removed
-Members must have min. 2.00 GPA -2.50 GPA
-All new members must collect -Full time students must acquire
50 signatures 50 signatures

3/4 time students: 60 signatures
Part-time students: 70 signatures

-Fixed Number of members -Unlimited number
-A student is defined as any student -All students who are
paying the general fee plus part-time enrolled in for credit courses
students enrolled at NMC
-No wages for members unless -No wages at any time
approved by student body

Film board, and 30 percent to the cultural board. 
These boards ceased to exist as the campus evolved 
and interests waned, however, and since previous 
SGAs failed to update the constitution, the current 
SGA inherited a partially obsolete document.

SGA President, Victor Draine, said that initially 
the process was difficult, but became easier as the 
work progressed. Now that a draft has been writ
ten, the full SGA must evaluate it.

“Revising it, that way there aren’t any loopholes, 
to the best of our ability,” said Draine on their task. 
“We’re doing that for future SGAs down the road.”

The constitution will be presented to the Board 
ofTrustees on February 25. Blackford hopes to 
have a student body vote on the constitution in ei
ther March or April.
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Driving out of square one

Photo courtesy/MCT CAMPUS
DETROIT CITY COUNCILWOMAN JOANN WATSON and members of the Peace Al
liance gathered with their family and friends back in September for a Walk for Peace 
through Ferndale and Detroit. Watson gave an motivational speech in support of estab
lishing a Department of Peace before leading the group of 40 on a four-mile walk with 
DOP brochures to hand out to the public.

Finding peace at NMC
■ ALLISON PETERS

Press Editor-in Chief
Less than four months ago NMC became the first 

school in Michigan to open a student chapter of the 
Peace Alliance, an organization that recently became an 
approved United Nations group.

“Michigan’s been on fire since October,” said Darla 
Hill, NMC Campus Coordinator and Faculty Advi
sor of the Student Peace Alliance (SPA). “The state as a 
whole is really coming forward.”

NMC social work student Ruthy Posluszny, who re
cently accepted the esteemed position of State Alliance 
Organizer for the SPA, is excited to be on board, taking 
on duties that include approaching other colleges to get 
new chapters started.

“It’s a lot of responsibility to take on,” said Posluszny, 
“but it’s something I love doing.”

SPA representatives hope that the Midwest conference 
in June will be the catalyst for more student involvement.

“It’s a commitment,” said Hill. “It’s above and be
yond being a student. Those who have been involved 
have just blown me away.”

Kristen Jongen, the District Representative for the De
partment of Peace (DOP), is prepared to take the necessary 
steps toward social change.

“The pendulum has swung,” Jongen said. “The 
Peace Alliance has now become a global umbrella. We 
can pull the umbrella together. We need something that 
has international heft.”

According to Jongen, establishing a DOP would 
cost only two percent of the $8 billion spent for the De
partment of Defense, and it would act as a back-up re
source for the President and other government officials.

“It’s nonpartisan,” said Hill. “Were asking for a na
tional DOP, which means another person at the table, 
a part of the executive blanch. We have the Secretary of 
State, the Secretary of Defense and, hopefully soon, the 
Secretary of Peace. It’s not anti-war. But instead of going 
out there with guns and candy bars, we’d give our sol
diers a tool to use overseas.”

Jongen wants America to respond in a cohesive manner to 
assure the government that a DOP is more than necessary.

“We can change the world,” said Jongen. “This will 
fundamentally change the foundation of our govern
ment if we have a Secretary of Peace.”

So what’s the difference between the Peace Alliance 
and the Department of Peace?

“There’s a national campaign to establish a DOP,

and the SPA is the movement toward that,” said Hill.
But representatives like Jongen know the group 

needs attention from the general public.
“It becomes a national argument,” said Jongen. “We 

have the information, but there’s no central hub. We 
need people talking to other people about it so next time 
you see a DOP bumper sticker, you’ll know what it is.”

The SPA has big goals to keep in mind: increasing 
awareness by reaching out to other schools, incorporating 
a peace curriculum at NMC, opening a local “Kids for 
Peace” chapter, promoting research and facilitation of do
mestic issues - and even establishing a “Peace Academy,” 
which would provide the “best education for the bright
est minds in the country,” according to Jongen.

“Some people don’t think we need any more govern
ment,” said Hill “but this is the first proactive solution to 
these issues when so much of what we have now is reactive.”

So far there are 69 co-sponsors of the 13-page legis
lation to establish a DOP, written by Ohio Democratic 
Representative, Dennis Kucinich. However, Congress
man Dave Camp has refused to approve the bill.

“It’s frustrating because the Traverse City Council 
endorses the DOP,” said Posluszny. “Kristen [Jongen] 
has gone to meet with Camp many times, but he al
ways denies [the bill].”

Taking matters into their own hands, the SPA will be 
sending Valentines to Camp with sayings about peace, 
including what a DOP can do for our community.

“Democracy works, and that’s what’s exciting,” said 
Jongen. “This nation was founded on a bunch of rebels. 
Somewhere along the line, we became complacent. So 
we need to wake up and let people know we are awake. 
And we’ve been asleep for a very long time.”

The SPA has only just begun. Not only will they be 
holding a public SPA logo contest - with a $50 cash 
prize — but they will also be hosting nonviolent com
munication technique seminars in hopes to bring posi
tive energy to NMGs campus.

“We’re trying to create a culture of peace,” said Po
sluszny, “and I hope NMC can be a part of that.”

SPA members like Hill are hopeful for the future of 
the volunteer group.

“If people want to come and hear what it’s about, 
that’s great,” said Hill. “Just spread the word.”

The SPA meets every Friday at 2 p.m. at Java 
City in West Hall. If you have questions, contact 
Ruthy Posluszny at ruthypoz@gmail.com. Visit 
www.thepeacealliance.org for more information.

■ JOHN PARKER
Managing Editor

On February 20 the Northwest Michigan Sustainable Business 
Forum will sponsor a workshop geared at steering biofuels from concep
tual design to road-readiness. A similar workshop held last year tackled 
the whys, this year the NMSBF will focus on the how.

“This is about getting down and doing it,” said Patty O’Donnell, 
regional planner for the Northwest Michigan Council of Govern
ments, which manages the NMSBF. “The plan is to work with farmers 
to grow the plants here, make [the fuel] here, and then market it.”

According to Michigan.gov, transportation accounts for 74.3% of 
Michigan’s oil consumption. The Energy Information Administration 
reports that in 2005, Michigan consumed 119,584 thousand barrels of 
motor gasoline. In 2006 there were 5,076 fueling stations for gasoline 
compared to 28 stations for ethanol.

“Everyone is talking about it,” said O’Donnell. “But the funding to build 
the plants and producing the fuel is a challenge. That is a state-wide problem.”

Corn is normally the main ingredient in a biofuel. The U.S. En
vironmental Protection Agency reports that the United States is the 
largest corn producer in the world. In 2000, 23 billion bushels of corn 
were grown worldwide, of that 23 billion the U.S. produced nearly 
ten. Currently Michigan does not produce the necessary amount of 
corn to support a biofuel network.

“The question has been, ‘Can the state grow that much corn?’ to 
support biofuels,” said O’Donnell, who has previously served as En
vironmental Steward for the Ottawa/Chippewa band for almost ten 
years. “Michigan is not a big corn-growing state.”

But this year’s speakers, who include Bruce Soloway, Evan Smith, 
and M-TEC’s William Koucky, manufacture their biofuel not from 
corn, but soy, canola, switchgrass, wood waste or sunflower oils. Feasi
bility for the production of these crops will be discussed. Evan Smith, 
Vice President and CFO of Food for Thought, is hoping to demon
strate how their vehicles and generators run on biodiesel.

BATA currently uses a percentage of biodiesel to run their fleet and 
some local farmers have begun to use the biofuel in their tractors. Locally 
there are even efforts to collect oil from area restaurants to send it to diesel 
cars. O’Donnell said that efforts have been made by the state government 
to begin moving Michigan away from a petroleum based fuel to biofuels.

“Granholm has given grants to gas stations to renovate and restruc
ture to do the ethanol and biodiesel.”

The free workshop will be held in Room 112 at the Great Lakes 
Campus from 8:30-11:30 a.m. To register, call (231) 929-5039 or 
email pattyodonnell@nwm.cog.mi.us.

»
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on the perfect 
murder

Female bombers 
can skirt security
As U.S. forces impose tougher 
security measures to thwart car 
bombings, Iraqi insurgents are 
increasingly using women as sui
cide bombers. The Iraqi security 
forces, mostly male, are not al
lowed to search women. Iraqi 
police are trying to recruit more 
female members.

This flaw led to the February 
1 attacks on Baghdad pet mar
kets, which had the worst daily 
death toll in Baghdad since Au
gust 2007. The women were 
able to slip into the market un
searched.

One Iraqi official said the 
women might have been men
tally retarded and forced to 
wear suicide vests that were det
onated remotely.

“The terrorists’ use of a men
tally deranged woman has un
covered the lowly ethics of these 
criminal gangs and their deceit 
and animosity toward humani
ty,” said Prime Minister Nouri 
al-Maliki.

Ice loss acceler
ates in Antarctica
The rate of ice loss on the Ant
arctic continent has increased 
by 75 percent over the past de- 
cade-but not because the conti
nental ice is melting.

A new study by a University 
of California at Irvine research
er says warmer ocean tempera
tures around Antarctica, likely 
abetted by shifting currents, are 
causing ice to flow more quick
ly to the ocean from the conti
nent’s interior.

The study, the product of 14 
years of precision radar mapping 
over a far larger area than any 
previous effort, reveals the intri
cate webbing of the continents’ 
glaciers, rivers of ice that are 
slowly but relentlessly thrusting 
themselves into surrounding seas.

“Most of Antarctica is still 
cold,” said glaciologist Eric Ri- 
gnot, the study’s lead author. “It’s 
not showing any signs of warm
ing. The interior is slighdy cooler.”

He said scientists have found 
no evidence of large-scale melt
ing on the continent itself.

Iran no longer 
wants to talk to 
U.S.
According to U.S. and Iraqi of
ficials, despite repeated offers 
from the United States, Iran 
has refused to set a new date for 
further talks between the two 
countries in Baghdad, said U.S. 
and Iraqi officials.

According to the Iraqi offi
cials, the U.S. and Iranian am
bassadors held three meetings 
last August in an effort to defuse 
tensions, but since then Iran has 
backed out of a follow-up session 
on three occasions.

Officials think the reason is 
the U.S. National Intelligence 
Estimate from November that 
concluded Iran had suspended 
its nuclear weapons program in 
2003.

“The timing of the NIE re
port was a disaster,” said an 
Iraqi official. “The message 
vindicated Iran’s position. The 
pressure and the threat of force 
were keeping them in check. 
Now that’s gone.”

High-tech court 
at Guantanamo 
Bay
On the eve of the resumption 
of its war crimes trials, the mil
itary Sunday unveiled a new 
state-of-the-art court capable 
of trying six alleged terrorists 
simultaneously at Guantana
mo Bay Navy Base in Cuba, si
lencing them from the outside 
world if they try to spill state 
secrets. The military offered a 
comprehensive look at its new 
court, part of a $12 million 
razor-wire-ringed legal com
plex that arrived by cargo plane 
and barge in prefabricated 
parts. Unlike a more ambitious 
plan to build a $125 million 
compound on the site over
looking Guantanamo Bay, the 
new compound can be disman
tled and shipped back stateside 
once trials are done.

Photo Courtesy/ELIZABETH KANE BUZZELLI

On Tuesday, February 5 the White Pine Press had 
a chance to chat with Elizabeth Kane Buzzelli, in
structor of the extended education class “Murder Most 
Foul: Writing the Mystery Novel. ” The class will study 
the genre, develop ideas, learn openings and endings, 
and discover where to put those twists and turns that 
keep readers on the edge of their seats.

WPP: When did you first start writing fiction? 
BUZZELLI: I was eight years old. It started with 
George Washington. I started to read “The Men 
With No Shoes.” I could see it; I could feel it.
And I turned it into a story. Ever since then I’ve 
been hooked.

WPP: What does the murder mystery writing 
class entail?
BUZZELLI: It is basically writing a mystery. But 
the class is getting moved to May because I had an 
accident. I’m calling it “soccer accident,” but really 
I slipped on my kitchen floor.

WPP: What was your inspiration?
BUZZELLI: Emily Dickenson says when she got into 
a good poem she could feel the top of her head blow 
off. When I get into good fiction, that’s how I feel.

WPP: What advice would you give to young 
writers?
BUZZELLI: To read - just read and read and read. 
You can’t write if you don’t have the rhythms of lan
guage embedded in your mind.

WPP: What is your recipe for success? 
BUZZELLI: Don’t listen to anyone except your 
own inner voice. You can learn from everyone, but 
don’t let anyone stop you. You have to open your 
ears a little, but you can hear stuff that people just 
don’t believe. That is very exciting.

WPP: What work do you do on the side besides 
writing?

BUZZELLI: I sell real estate, I teach at the 
college and I write a gardening column because 
I love gardening. I also review books, mostly by 
Michigan writers because I like to keep the focus 
on Michigan. I am also a member of the Notable 
Books Committee at the Michigan State Library; 
we choose 20 books in Michigan that we deem the

best of the best by writers in Michigan. I also at
tend writers’ conferences and teach at Skidmore 
College in Saratoga Springs, New York.

WPP: Why do you like teaching?
BUZZELLI: I don’t like teaching; I love to teach 
because you get more from teaching the class than I 
could ever give. I love the class preparation and get
ting rid of all the stuff that hinders anything mov
ing forward.

WPP: Tell us about your students.
BUZZELLI: I have found that up here in Northern 
Michigan we have some of the most talented writ
ers trying to find their way into fiction. I have never 
seen students so dedicated to work as hard as the 
students up here. I have four to six students who are 
in the process of finishing their first novel. It hasn’t 
been easy, but, boy, are they good stories! The time 
and the dedication they have are incredible.

WPP: What sort of murder mysteries have you 
written yoursell?
BUZZELLI: I have a mystery that takes place in 
northern Michigan, and it’s coming out in mid- 
September, published through Midnight Ink. It’s 
called Dead Dancing Woman. And I have another 
one in the spring called Dead Floating Lovers. And 
then I will have one a year after that through the 
same series.

WPP: Who is the most villainous murderer you 
have ever read or written?
BUZZELLI: I don’t think there are any villains that 
can top Jack the Ripper; I don’t think there is any
one else that could do the things he did. Of course, 
we have our own “horribles” here in Northern 
Michigan, but they are just so crude. People come 
to me with murder stories, and none of them can 
compare to Jack the Ripper.

WPP: Your new book, Dead Dancing Woman 
— what is it about?
BUZZELLI: It’s about a woman joqrnalist who 
moves to Northern Michigan to write her books. 
There she meets an officer named Deputy Dolly 
and gets involved in a murder when she finds a 
head in her trashcan.
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Analysis In-depth

Choosing a career
with your name on it:

Learning the tricks of the trade and getting the most in return

I ALLISON PETERS
Press Editor-in-Chief

CAREER CONFUSION
It’s not easy deciding what to 

do with the rest of your life when 
you’re a teenager or a twenty-some
thing without much experience - 
and you can’t just decide overnight.

Many students complete two 
years of basic college classes (like 
those offered here at NMC) be
fore finally declaring a major, and 
at that point it may take more 
than what was originally planned 
to get a degree.

College isn’t cheap; tuition 
costs are steadily inclining, and 
a Bachelor’s degree can put you 
100,000 dollars in the hole with
out scholarships, depending on 
where you go. So if you’re will
ing to spend the money - say, the 
90,000 dollars total it costs to get an in-state, four-year 
degree in psychology from the University of Michigan - 
you’d better be planning on putting that degree to use.

But don’t be afraid to break the bank a little bit. If you 
want to be a successful lawyer, get yourself into the best 
law school you can. It’ll pay off in the future when you’re 
making the big bucks.

TOP 5 CAREER BLOGS
1. NewlyCorporate.com: Various “newly corporate” 

young professionals blog about their experiences and les
sons learned, from how to brew the perfect cup of joe
to buying a suit that actually fits. The site is written for 
young professionals by young professionals.

2. Idealist.org Career Center: If the nonprofit world is 
more your thing, idealist.org is the place to find your dream 
job or find resources to advance your nonprofit career. The site 
features online nonprofit career guides developed by their stel
lar advisory board. Look up careers from performance manager 
at Carnegie Hall to energy analyst in Berkeley, CA

3. Vault.com: The ultimate blog for employer insight, 
salary surveys and insider information about graduate pro
grams. Their “Electronic Water Cooler” is the Internet’s 
first hub for company-specific message boards for prospec
tive employees of those companies.

4. Naceweb.org: The National Association of Colleges 
and Employers site offers a jobwire, links to internation
al career fairs, internship services and any information you 
need to know about career planning and college recruiting.

5. MyPlan.com: The supreme site to find salary cal
culators based on which career you want and where you 
want to live, top 10 lists of high and low-paying careers, 
an extensive career database, a personality test and interest 
inventory, information about undergraduate and graduate 
colleges, national college rankings and intense insight to 
the best careers suited for specific majors.

GET YOURSELF TO A CAREER FAIR
On Tuesday, January 29, NMC hosted a Career Fair at 

the Dennos Museum on NMC’s main campus. Sixty-one 
different groups attended representing specific business 
opportunities for maritime and culinary students as well 
as miscellaneous employment in Traverse City and nearby 
areas. Visit www.nmc.edu/careers for information on their 
next career fair and other services they provide.

Career Fair etiquette:
• Prioritize the companies you might want to speak with 
by doing the research - find out who they are and what 
they can offer you.
• Don’t just show up and wander around like a tourist 
who doesn’t know what they’re doing; plan out a strategy.
• Prepare a short infomercial for yourself, including your edu
cation and work experience, and keep copies of your resume 
at hand and organized.
• There might be free pens and Frisbees on a recruiter’s table, 
but don’t help yourself for the sake of losing an interview.
• When beginning a conversation, always keep eye contact, 
give a firm handshake and offer a warm smile.
• Be confident and prepared. After all, they’re there to give 
out jobs - and you’re there to get hired.

GO ABROAD TO SPICE UP YOUR 

RESUME
Now more than ever college students are expanding their 

horizons - literally. Don’t be afraid to pack your bags and 
setde somewhere spicy for an educational experience you’ll 
never forget. Apply for international internships - if you have 
the opportunity to work with the best, take it. If you have 
the chance to get out into the world, it’s always going to look 
great on a resume. You don’t want to let the traditional col
lege path get in the way of something you love. Experience 
something new, and learn from it while you’re at it.

Studyabroad.com offers ulti
mate access to opportunities over
seas and across the border, with a 
glut of information on academic se
mester or summer programs, intern
ships, volunteer programs and more.

WHEN YOUR 
REPUTATION IS ON 
THE LINE...

Reputationdefender.com: A
paid service that will search out all 
online information about you, and 
then will, in their words, “destroy at 
your command, all inaccurate, inap
propriate, hurtful, and slanderous 
information about you and/or your 
child using our proprietary in-house 
methodology.” Many employers 

rress pnoio/juLic aimmuss now research a prospective employ
ee’s online presence. They don’t want 

to hire someone only to learn later about their unprofes
sional photos posted on MySpace or Facebook.

CAREER BOOKS
Vault.com’s internship guide: Presents alphabetical 

capsule reviews of internships with everyone from Amnes
ty International to the San Diego Zoo. Includes details on 
compensation and contact information.

“Getting from College to Career: 90 Things to do 
before you join the real world” by Lyndsey Poliak reveals 
the answers to one of life’s modern conundrums: how do 
you get a job without experience, and how do you get ex
perience without a job? It’s all about building experience, 
skills and confidence that you need to succeed through 90 
action-oriented, professional tips and strategies to make 
your way to the top.

“Ambitchous” by Debra Condren offers a woman’s 
guide success, with the title defined right on the cover 
to a tee: “A Woman Who: 1. Makes more money 2. has 
more power 3. gets the recognition she deserves 4. has 
the determination to go after her dreams and can do it 
with integrity.”

BEST ONLINE CAREER OUTLOOK 
RESOURCES

1. OCO: A 10-year occupation projection that offers 
the most specific career data and the most job categories.

2. USNEWS AND WORLD REPORT: A user- 
friendly online resource that includes tidbits from 13 
overrated careers.

3. MYROAD: The College Board’s site that offers ca
reer and college major planning for high school and col
lege students.
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“Because you 
asked for it”

Last semester students walked past the Northwoods Cafe in West 
Hall and saw those cryptic ‘Because you asked for it’ signs posted ev
erywhere. United in their incredulity students asked, “What the heck 
is ‘Because you asked for it’ supposed‘to mean?” “Who’s asking for 
what?” Nobody would ask for anything from that place. The food 
there is horrible, their hours ridiculous - everybody knows that.

Traditionally, Aramark served five-dollar lunchmeat sandwiches 
from 2-4 p.m. and closed up shop at 6 p.m. Not exactly what we at 
the WPP deem accommodating.

When students could manage to get in for dinner - forking over 
seven whole dollars - the Cafe could not even provide a balanced 

diet. The hot food was processed 
, ,, i.. SjJisbujy steak out of a can and the

vegetarian option was iceberg let
tuce. Well, we do admit to some 
exaggeration on that last part, but 
we’ve all had enough of this food in 
elementary school to know that, first 
off, it’s worth no more than $1.25 
per meal and, second, it’s not even 
safe to eat.

But these signs implied that the

THE ISSUE:
Improvements at the

Northwoods Cafe 
OUR VIEW:

Better by leaps and bounds 
(Dare we say: delectable?)

food the students ate would be partly their own responsibility. Dine 
at your own risk.

So what has changed? The student food survey of last March 
must have had some impact, since the Cafe is choosing to advertise 
change so vividly and proudly.

Well, marvel of marvels, upon entering the cafe take heed and 
notice the constant crowd of students just off to the right. That 
happens to be the brand new pasta bar - “Pasta by John” - self-pro- 
claimed by none other than the chef himself. John offers a fresh 
array of vegetables and delectable meats that are sauteed right in 
front of you and tossed with pasta. Students even have the choice 
of two sauces and three types of pasta - spinach fettuccini is a 
WPP favorite. The biggest difference really seems to be the increase 
in food quality (something Chef Pete, a recent staff member, has 
pushed for).

Also notice the soup and salad bar has been smartened up, now 
including a self-serve Panini grill that runs throughout the day. Gone 
are the days of uncreative and cold sandwiches; with a little bit of 
creativity, it’s now easy to make an awesome hot meal, even between 
lunch and dinner hours if that better suits your schedule. Specialty 
ingredients include feta cheese, sun-dried tomatoes, yellow squash 
and zucchini - all available daily.

The exhibition area run by Lucy offers daily revolving food op
tions, directly influenced from student and staff requests. The Mex
ican food bar is now graced with her homemade guacamole and 
Pico de Gallo salsa. And from a student request Lucy has served lo 
mien. Anyone can receive Soymilk or black bean burgers just by 
asking a chef on duty.

All of this change derives from student requests, an active SGA 
and their relentless President, Victor Draine, who took his concerns 
straight to the Dean of Student Services, Dr. Anne Monroe. And yes, 
while a committee was formed, of which Draine was apart, and they 
in turn worked with a receptive Aramark management; it wouldn’t 
really be possible unless the Northwoods Cafe staff pushed for it, 
too. In contrast to the general lackadaisical mentality of last year’s 
staff, this year we do not have cooks, but chefs. And they seem much 
happier serving the wonderful cuisine they now create.

Students who are vegetarian, vegans or who simply desire to eat 
healthy should have no trouble eating on campus now. And they can 
actually savor what is on their plate.

JAN TEETER
Press Staff Writer

GEORGIA 5GHOOL5 PAY STuCWrS T8 AN Hou« tN 
APT&fi-SCHOOL'LEARN ANP EARNz PROGRAM |----- 7=7

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Nominate your instructor

To all NMC students:
I would like to invite each of you to take part 

in the very important process of selecting one of 
our faculty members to receive the Imogene Wise 
Faculty Excellence award and one of our faculty 
members to receive the NMC Adjunct Faculty 
Excellence award.

In recognition of NMC’s commitment to 
celebrating excellence in teaching and learn
ing, two of our faculty members are chosen each

year by NMC students to receive these presti
gious awards. Each of you can nominate faculty 
members who demonstrate teaching excellence 
at NMC. Ballots are available throughout cam
pus with nominations being accepted through 
March 6.

Faculty are truly honored to be nominated 
and to receive these annual awards. I look 
forward to commencement in May when I will 
announce your 2007-2008 choices.

STEPHEN SICILIANO
Vice President for Educational Services

US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts let
ters to the editor from members of the col
lege and community. Letters should be less 
(than 400 words, typewritten, and signed 
with your name, address and phone number. 
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, 
spelling and length. Opinions expressed are 
not necessarily those of The White Pine 
Press staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press 
Letters to the Editor 
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686
BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com
BY FAX: (231)995-2110



February 11, 2008
WHITE PINE PRESS OPINION 07
If your heart were a Valentine's greeting card, what would it say?

"I love you."

FRANKIE 
PALADINO, 20
Law Enforcement

"You're my light and 
inspiration."

ELIZABETH PRIEST, 25
Undecided

"I'm closed." "I don't bite...hard."

JIM MCCORMICK, 36
Journalism

KYLIE BRIEF, 22
Psychology

"Here is the deepest secret nobody 
knows: '(here is the root of the root 
and the bud of the bud and the sky 
of the sky of a tree called life; which 
grows higher than soul can hope or 
mind can hide) and this is the won
der that's keeping the stars apart 
I carry your heart (I carry it in my 
heart)."' (e.e. cummings)

ALLEN EHARDT, 25
Business Administration

"I'm the love 
-Doctor."

SHIBES HEIBEL, 20
Business

"Be kind."

MAGGIE BACON
Osterlin Librarian

CAMPUS QUOTES
Compiled by KAYLEIGH MARLIN

SOUflD BYTES "We found the WMD"

"This is about the ecstasy of escaping death. It is part 
of us as human beings." INIS AMADOR, a Columbian law
yer who helped revive Corralejas, a bullfighting ritual in Northern 
Columbia, where hundreds of amateur matadors, most of them 
drunk, do battle with a 900-pound bull.

"Zoos like this make me want to boycott everything 
Chinese. I'd like to rip out everything in my house 
that's made in China." EMMA MILNE, star of the BBC's 
Vets In Practice, reacting to the news that at certain Chinese 
zoos, one is able to buy a live goat and then toss it over a wall 
to a pack of salivating lions all for the purpose of enjoying the 
carnage.

"Get in here and do your (expletive) jobs, you dumb 
(expletive)! I pay taxes. I am your boss. Get in here 
and do your jobs or I'll have to kick your (exple
tive)!" DONALD REIDNAUER SR., 56, yelling at police officers 
who had come to investigate a BB pellet fired at Reidnau- 
er's Pennsylvanian home. After his verbal assault, Reidnauer 
lunged at the officers and was duly arrested.

"He speaks within two feet of me with two serious 
infectious diseases. Either you mask your witness... 
or we do not proceed." JON-JO DOUGLAS, an Ontario 
Judge, who became hysterical when it was discovered a wit
ness in his courtroom was HIV positive; Douglas moved the 
proceedings to a larger courtroom and then forced the wit
ness to wear a mask so that Douglas would be protected 
fromrinfection.

"It's absolutely a human zoo. One solution is for tour
ists to stop going." KITTY MCKINSEY, UNHCR'S regional 
spokeswoman, commenting on the Thai government's refusal to 
allow female Kayan Villagers to emigrate from the country; the 
females wear rings coiled around their necks to stretch them. 
The Thai government cites the women as a tourist attraction.

"When officers arrived at the scene, (Long) was found 
drinking...suntan lotion." WKMG-TV OF ORLANDO, FLORIDA, 
reporting on former County Councilman Bill Long's recent DUI 
charge after he hit another car while speeding.

I JOHN PARKER
Managing Editor
“Sepre ande” is a Latin motto that means “date to be just.” 

This challenge haunted me when I discovered my forebears 
adopted it to the family crest. Dare to be just.

Here the thought is not to strive for the wisdom to be just, 
nor is it a command to be just. Rather it challenges the audi
tor to-overcome the feeling of detachment (“It’s not my prob
lem”) or apathy (“What does it matter?”) - to be just despite 
the difficulty.

This was a challenge John Adams undertook in defend
ing the British Soldiers involved with the Boston Massacre.
In March 1770, the soldiers were charged with firing into a 
crowd of colonials, killing five. The story inflamed the fu
ture Americans and the Massacre became a rallying point for 
independence, much like the Boston Tea Party.

But the colonial government desperate to give the soldiers 
a fair trail to ensure no British retaliation, could not find a 
lawyer to represent the soldiers. John Adams was begged to 
take on the case and finally accepted; he, too, wanted to en
sure a fair trial and demonstrate the validity of colonial justice. 
Adams’ defense of the soldiers, after reviewing the evidence, 
was self-defense. The case facts were: the colonialists had 
formed a mob that provoked the soldiers, causing them to de
fend themselves.

In a journal entry three years after the event Adams wrote: 
“The part I took in defense of Captain Preston and the sol
diers procured me anxiety... It was, however, one of the best 
pieces of service I ever rendered my country.”

Despite the extreme animosity Adams received from fel
low colonialists (his wife feared reprisals against her and their 
children), he dared to be just in a climate that wanted blood. 
As it turned out, the facts supported his case and the jury re
turned a non-guilty verdict.

What should we do then, when the Center for Public In
tegrity counted the number of times eight key members of the 
Bush Administration (including the President) publicly lied 
about Iraq and A1 Qaeda between September 11,2001 and 
September 2003 and tallied the staggering number of 935?

“Simply stated, there is no doubt that Saddam Hussein 
now has weapons of mass destruction. There is no doubt he 
is amassing them to use against our friends, against our allies.

and against us.” That was Vice President Cheney addressing 
the Veteran of Foreign Wars on August 26,2002. The truth - 
did come out a few years later that this was untrue, but the 
intelligence at the time said Iraq had WMD, right? According 
to the Center for Public I ntegri ty: no.

A CIA official referring to Cheney’s speech told journal
ist Ron Suskind: “Our reaction was, ‘Where is he getting this 
stuff from?”’ And then CIA Director, George Tenet, asserted 
that Cheney’s assessment went far beyond what the CIA had 
provided.

In his address to the United Nations Security Coun
cil, Colin Powell (who made 254 false statements): “What 
were giving you are facts and conclusions based on solid 
intelligence.” However, the informants who provided Powell s 
solid intelligence turned out to be liars themselves. One was 
an Iraqi con artist dubbed “Curveball” by suspicious Ameri
can intelligence officials.

But it is President Bush, who made 260 false statements, 
thus ranking him number one, who made the most audacious 
false statement to Polish TV. “We found the weapons of mass 
destruction. We found biological laboratories.” Days before 
this statement by Mr. Bush, investigators determined that the 
labs were not for WMD, and a month later concluded the 
labs had been used to create hydrogen for weather balloons.

There is a sizeable bloc of this country that would love 
nothing more than to see a Bush impeachment. But that 
seems less because they want to uphold the law and more be
cause they despise him and his policies. On the opposite side 
of the coin is another sizeable bloc that believes invading Iraq 
was the right thing to do no matter how we got there - lies or 
no. But the fault there is the precedent; it establishes that any 
President can forever conjure up evidence to fight a war with 
whomever he (or she) wants.

But Mr. Bush has less than one year left in office and im
peachment proceedings will be difficult, bloody, and dirty. In
stead, we could focus on the three history-making Presidential 
campaigns, which could mean: the fust black man, the first 
woman or the oldest man to ever swear in as President. Our 
choice then is to keep our eyes and determination squarely on 
the future or grit our teeth - remember our integrity and in
vestigate this matter no matter how onerous the process.

Sepre ande, my compatriots, sepre ande.
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Jesus and MeJune by Jerry Marsh

New Year, 
New You ,

If 2008 is a year of change for you and you’re ready for the 
next step, you don’t have to look far. Ferris State University 
offers classes on this campus so that you can take the next 
step to a new you. It’s not too early to begin looking at 
summer classes. Call or log on for more information about 
the opportunities to reinvent yourself this year at Ferris 
State University at Northwestern Michigan College 
University Center.

NMC
University'

Center

Opening New Doors

Ferris State 
'University
UNIVERSITY CENTER 
FOR EXTENDED 
LEARNING

www.ferris.edu/offcampus
(231)995-1734

New program for fall: 
Information Security and Intelligence

by Jason Bowen
X UGH? FORGET IT? \
I CAN'T MAKE YOU FUNNY ANYMORE? I 
WASN'T FUNNY TO BEGIN WITH AND THE 

AUDIENCE FOR A FUNNY JESUS IS SO 
SMALL AND... UGH! WHY CANT X JUST 

TELL FART JOKES AND BE A RACIST AND.
GET RICH LIKE EVERY /

SLj. OTHER CARTOONIST ON >
EARTH??

YOU COULD DO X 
A JOKE ABOUT BRITNEY 

SPEARS. SHE'S IN THE NEWS 
AGAIN. __ -Z

Z^ NO...
I HATE KICKING PEOPLE WHEN THEY'RE' 
DOWN. WHAT WOULD I DO? QUESTION 
HER COMPETENCE? WHAT WOULD THE 
PUNCHLINE EVEN 8E? A SNAPSHOT OF 

HER CAREER? NO, I'M NOT THAT z 
DESPERATE.

Zombie Fact of the Fortnight

by CARL HARLAN
Run and gun,|

ALIBER MATTERS
When one engages in battle with a 

zombified corpse, one must know what
type of caliber weapons to carry. When asked, most 
people will say, “I would grab the biggest gun I could 
find!” This is a common mistake. Most zombie killing 

be done either on the run or quiedy - that is, until 
ou are discovered. The most convenient and practical 

weapon is a 9mm Beretta pistol. Remember: all
’ Toy the brain, so why not do 

i get away faster? 
rake the mistake of carrying a 

large caliber weapon, it is usually heavier, too 
hard to take care of or just too powerful. It would 
not be convenient if your pistol were to jump from 
your grasp when you shot it because it is 
too commanding for you to handle. So 
keep it simple; keep it clean. Getting
messy is for closer encounters with 

either hands or blunt objects. So why 
worry about “splattering the brains of 
the dead” all over when there is a horde 
about to jump on top of you?

Of course, there is a time and place 
for pistols, but a rifle or a shotgun is the pre
ferred weapon. If you can handle it, use a 
12G pump shotgun for those close encoun
ters and a 5.56mm assault rifle for the pure 
convenience. More than likely there will be 

» military equipment from the first wave of 

T * C^aC overP°wered our forces.
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It never fails. Whenever you 
leap into leap years, you leap 
into numbers such as:

1: The number of days added to the cal
endar to create a leap year.

366: the number of days in a leap year.

29: The number of days in February.
But with February 2008’s official leap 
day about three weeks away, we thought 
we’d introduce you to a few other and per
haps less familiar numbers that you should 
know, according to Thomas O’Brian, the 
chief of the Time & Frequency Division at 
Boulder’s National Institute of Standards 
and Technology. This help explains why, 
every four years or so, it’s so important for 
the world’s calendar makers to add one 
more box to the years dreariest month.

“If we didn’t have leap years, we’d start 
having winter weather in June,” O’Brian 
said. “It would take hundreds of years, but 
the calendar would get way out of whack.”

Among some numbers to noodle:

365: You know this as the number of days 
in the typical calendar year, based on the 
number of days it takes Earth to travel once 
around the sun. Oops. It’s not very accurate.

365 1/4: This is closer to what it re
ally takes. Egyptian, Babylonia and Sume
rian astronomers knew as much thousands 
of years ago.

45 B.C: This is the year that the Julian 
calendar was introduced by the Roman 
Emperor Julius Caesar (whose name, by 
the way, gives us the month “July.” We get 
“August” from Augustus Caesar, who came 
later). It didn’t take long for society to no
tice the ill effect of all uncounted quar
ter-days. Feasts and celebrations seemed to 
get later and later. So the Julian calendar 
added a “leap day,” (technically known as 
an “intercalary” day) to the end of Febru
ary every four years to even things out. 
That didn’t work right either.

365.242216: The real number 
of days it takes for Earth to travel once 
around the sun. It wasn’t exacdy 365 1/4, 
but a little less. So the Julian calendar was 
actually adding too much time.

11 minutes and 14 seconds:
The Julian calendar was off by this much. 
Over the centuries this extra time started 
to add up. Again, the calendars were off.

1582: Greet the new Gregorian calen
dar, the one we use today It was intro
duced under the rule of Pope Gregory 
XIII. Instead of adding a “leap day” every 
four years, the Gregorian calendar came 
up a variation on the four-year rule. Yes, 
every fourth year would be a leap year. But 
a century year _ such as 1600, 1700, 1800 
and so on _ would not be a leap year un
less it was divisible by ...

400: Yes, that’s right. Unless the cen
tury can be divided evenly by 400, it is not 
a leap year. So 2000 was a leap year. But 
2100 will not be. Although it sounds arbi
trary, it works extremely well.

365.2425: This is the average length 
of the calendar year using the Gregori
an reform. “It’s not exact,” O’Brian said. 
“But it’s so close it would be thousands 
of years before we would have to worry 
about making an adjustment to the Gre
gorian calendar.”

That is good news for children who, in

centuries to come, Would like their sum
mers to be in summer.

Oh, and as to why we add the day to 
February? The answer to that question is a 
little less precise.

Both January and February are late ad
ditions to the Roman calendar, which used 
to have 10 months running from March 
to December (October referring to “eight,” 
November to “nine,” December to “10.”). 
February is now our second month, but it 
used to be the 12th and, as such, already 
had fewer days than the other months. 
When it came time to add a leap day, it 
seemed right to add it at the end.

Then there’s also this fun notion:
“The story goes - and it’s just a story as 

far as we know - that when Julius Caesar 
was looking at the length of months, he 
wanted the month that honored him, July, 
to be a long month,” O’Brian said. “So he 
took a day away from February to make his 
month 31 days long. Then, later, Augustus 
Caesar also took a day away from February.

“At one point February had more days, 
but it lost a couple of days to the Roman 
emperors.”

Add a day here. Take a day there. Hey, 
when you’re emperor, you can pretty much 
do what you want.
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Love don’t cost a thing
Dear Ashley,

I want to do something ro
mantic this Valentine’s Day 
for my sweetheart, but I don’t 
have a lot of money for an ex
pensive dinner or a bouquet of 
roses. What should I do to let 
her know I care without going 
broke? -Poor but in Love

ASK
ASHLEY!
I ASHLEY THORINGTON

Press Staff Columnist

Ah, the struggles of Valen
tines Day. It’s a day when you’re 
supposed to make your sweetie 
feel like she is worth one million 
bucks, although in most cases, 
especially for college students, 
you may only have ten dollars to 
spend. However, there is a way 
you can plunge into your roman
tic side without plunging into 
your bank account.

Tap into your emotional side 
and save a couple bucks by mak
ing your own V-Day card. Who 
needs Hallmark? Your sweetie will 
appreciate the originality and will 
actually be more impressed if you 
write her your own cheesy saying 
or sweet poem to express how you 
really feel about her.

Here’s an idea: throughout the 
whole day leave her cute messages 
and put them on her windshield or 
in her school notebooks so she’ll be 
surprised. Let her know how lucky 
you are to have her in your life and 
how wonderful she is. This will 
make her happy throughout the 
whole day, and it’s free!

Don’t have money to buy her 
a day at the spa or a deep tissue 
massage? Trigger your creativity 
and make a litde book of cou
pons. Decorate it to your best 
abilities, and have coupons say
ing something like, “Good for one 
free back massage or foot rub” or

A MINIATURE
BRONZE
KEYCHAIN
with large, clear 
beads was found in 
the Tanis building on 
NMC's main campus 
last week. Contact 
the Lost and Found 
in the Welcome 
Center or the Com
munications office if 
this item is yours.

“A free, home-cooked meal just 
for you.” This promises more time 
to spend with each other, and she 
will appreciate your willingness to 
make her feel special.

Since many girls have this 
thing about eating in front of their 
significant other anyway, why

spend 100 bucks on 
a dinner that won’t 
even be eaten? In
stead, make her a 
candlelit dinner with 
romantic music play
ing in the back
ground. Or you can 
go to a less expensive 

restaurant and decorate the booth 
you will sit in. This will let her 
know that you aren’t embarrassed 
to show people that you are mak
ing her feel special.

Valentine’s Day is also an ex
cuse for a girl to get all dolled up. 
Tell her to dress up for dinner, 
even if you do just stay at home or 
go to Burger King. Let her know 
how beautiful she is; she’ll forget 
that she isn’t in a five-star restau
rant if you remind her of how 
much she means to you.

Make her a mixed CD with 
her favorite songs, and after din
ner, go somewhere you can play it. 
Listen to it and enjoy each other’s 
company - ask her to dance! Yes, 
it’s corny, but it’s a scene out of 
a movie, and that is every girl’s 
secret wish. Take three minutes 
of embarrassment to make your 
sweetie feel extra special. Its all the 
litde details of her V-day that will 
make her feel like she is on top of 
the world, and you can enjoy it 
too because you won’t be feeling 
guilty for spending money you 
don’t have.

Do you have a burning ques
tion you are dying to have an
swered? Email the White Pine 
Press at whitepinepress@gmail. 
com for the best advice from Ash
ley — the advice goddess.

Can your PC handle the Crysis?
Make sure your PC has enough power before you buy

TECHNO
BABBLE
ITOMAUCH

Press Staff Columnist

Married into a new family, I 
suddenly inherited a wonderfully 
bright 12 year-old whose interest 
are the same as most kids his age: 
Video games.

So a year ago, I found myself 
asleep in the Target parking lot 
at 4 a.m. to secure a place in line 
for the new Nintendo Wii sys
tem being released. I was 16th 
in line. At 6 a.m. — three hours 
before they opened —- an em
ployee stuck his head out and 
said they only had. 15 systems 
(this is absolutely true) for sale 
and that I and the 35 people be
hind me shouldn’t bother to stay. 
As an act of kindness, two people 
ahead of me in line were from 
the same group and gave me one 
of their numbers. I got a system.

My new son (and I’m so proud 
to say that) is a bright youngster 
who plays basketball at Pathfind
er, skateboards, does tricks on skis 
and can almost play Lynyrd Sky- 
nyrd’s “Free Bird” in its entirety 
on guitar. He also has a passion 
for being in front of the computer 
being challenged by Zelda.

For me it started in the early 
80s with Pacman. My person
al favorite from what I call the 
“white-knuckle days” in the

* — -. NIGHT SKY
By JERRY DOBEK NMC Astronomy Instructor

(for FEBRUARY 11 THROUGH FEBRUARY 24)

Bright Planets
In the early morning skies, Jupiter is rising 

higher and gaining distance between the much 
brighter Venus. The two are now greater than 10 
degrees apart. Mars continues to shrink in size 
as the Earth is quickly pulling away in its much 
faster orbit. The planet is now about half the size 
in appearance as it was during its close approach 
in late December.

Saturn rises shortly after sunset and is well 
positioned for viewing throughout the evening 
skies. Look for this ringed jewel in the constella
tion Leo. The rings are quickly closing and will 
appear edge-on in 2009.

Total Lunar Eclipse
The last of a series of total lunar eclipses oc

curs this month; the previous two were clouded out 
for northern Michigan. This eclipse begins during 
the evening hours of February 20 and will be vis
ible across most of North America. The partial phase 
begins at 8:43 p.m. EST, with totality lasting from 
10:01 p.m. until 10:51 p.m. EST. The final partial 
phase ends at 12:09 a.m. on the morning of Febru
ary 21. If we miss this one, the next total lunar eclipse 
visible from this area will be December 21,2010.

The NMC Observatory-will be open for view
ing this eclipse. Hopefully the skies will clear 
enough for viewing, but just in case they aren’t 
(Any bets on this?), we will try to show a podcast 
from some location that is clear.

dungeons of the Delta 
Upsilon House at the 
University of Colorado 
was Asteroids. Yes, I’m 
guilty. But through my 
son’s interest I learned 
that these two classics 
are to today’s games as 

smoke signals are to satellites.
Many of today’s most popu

lar games cannot be played on a 
home computer without a high- 
end graphics cards to run them.

Extremely popular games such 
as “Crysis”, “World in Conflict” 
and “Orange” are all sold on disk 
for PCs, but let the buyer beware: 
these games require resources that 
most computers don’t have.

For instance, “Crysis”, released 
by Electronic Arts in 2007 for the 
PC, was touted as the most visual
ly intense experience ever. So, my 
son and I promptly went out and 
bought it. But when we tried to 
install it on our old desktop com
puter, we got a message that said, 
“Not enough resources to install.”

Our year-old laptop with 
“high-end” graphics gave us 
the same message. So we called 
the laptop’s manufacturer and 
learned that the graphics cards 
on most laptops are not upgrade- 
able at all. “You’re stuck with 
what you have,” they said. I defi
nitely had not known that when 
I bought the game.

Even our super-powered, Dell 
Magnum XPS wouldn’t run it.

We took our sob story back

to BestBuy where they said we 
needed a computer the size of 
Blue Gene/L (ranked as the fast
est supercomputer on the planet) 
to start it up.

Fortunately we had the re
ceipt and went to return it for 
another game with fewer require
ments. No way. BestBuy custom
er service said that since the seal 
was broken, they couldn’t offer 
a store credit - or even a swap 
- because some simply copy the 
disk and return the product.

Remember, graphics cards 
aren’t just for gamers. They help 
you work with large files and play 
high-definition video as well. It 
can even help some mainstream 
apps work faster and smoother.

Graphics cards differ by two 
things: amount of memory and 
orientation of ports. Standard 
graphics cards or “boards” have 
at least 256MB of RAM; “power 
boards” generally have 512MB of 
RAM or more.

To edit video, use your PC as a 
digital video recorder, or connect 
it to a big-screen TV to play games 
or watch high-definition video, 
you’ll need a graphics board ports 
that match your video devices.

My advice? Before you buy a 
new game, check both its system 
requirements and your existing 
graphics card. Write it down or 
print it out to take into the sales
man. Or else you’ll end up just 
like us: with games for sale all 
over eBay.
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Do the hate crime crime, 
do the hate crime time

■ CALVIN MAISON
Press Staff Columnist

Submit your originalpoetry to ahitepintpressCfgmatl.comfor a chance to win 

the UCPPs first-ever Poetry Contest beginning now through April 18. Up to 

two poems per poet. Possible pnyes TEA Winningpoetry will be published 

in the April 28 issue of the WPP.

an instrument.
Allison Peters

On May 3, 2007, the House of 
Representatives passed a bill called 
“The Local Law Enforcement 
Hate Crimes Prevention Act.” The 
aim of the bill was to financially 
help federal and state judiciaries 
(as well as Indian Tribes) prosecute 
hate crimes.

Specifically, the bill stated:
“The Attorney General may award 
grants...for extraordinary expenses 
associated with the investigation 
and prosecution of hate crimes.”

According to the FBI, the 
number of hate crimes is rising. 
In 2006 the FBI said there were 
7,722 criminal incidents relat
ing to hate crimes with 15.5 per
cent caused by sexual orientation 
- up from 14.2 percent in 2005. 
Why, then, would the Senate 
vote to kill this bill?

I asked that question about this 
bill which would only cost six cents 
per person to enforce according to 
washingtonwatch.com. Later in the 
year another attempt at a similar 
bill was introduced as the “Mat
thew Shephard Act” — named after 
the victim of a hate crime - but 
unfortunately, it too failed.

But as media reports of violent 
hate crimes and protested soldier 
funerals continue, there is still a 
movement to protect minorities 
and stem the tide of anti-homosex
ual sentiments that are progressing 
toward a militant stance.

Advocates for “The Matthew 
Shephard Act” bill hoped that it 
would be a step toward preventing 
hate crimes by giving more weight 
to hate crime laws. It would also 
give protection to minorities that 
have been sadly forgotten.

“I support this bill 100 per
cent,” said NMC Diversity Ser
vices Coordinator Lisa Blackford. 
“There has been a real void in civil 
rights protection dealing with the 
gay and lesbian community.”

Many are frustrated with the 
fact that the Civil Rights Act was 
passed in 1964, yet 44 years later 
homosexuals and transgender indi
viduals still do not have the rights 
they hoped for.

“In todays world, why are 
we still having this argument?” 
asked Blackford.

The bill caught resistance from 
certain groups because it placed ho
mosexuals and transgender individ
uals under the protection that racial 
and religious minorities enjoy.

Those that oppose the bill state 
that if it were to be passed, Amer
ica would be punishing what cer
tain groups dub “thought crimes,” 
a reference to the George Orwell’s 
“1984.” Many felt that this bill 
was encroaching on Americas 
freedom of religious thought, 
since homosexuality is frowned 
upon in many religions.

“I can appreciate the thought 
behind the bill,” said Pastor Matt 
Herron of Immanuel Baptist 
Church. “I was disgusted by what 
happened to Matthew Shepard. 
Jesus gave us the example of loving 
people, not killing them.”

During our discussion, neither 
Herron nor myself could picture 
Jesus holding a sign reading “God 
hates fags.”

However, opponents feel this 
bill may lead to unwanted reper
cussions in the future, which is 
what many religious people are 
afraid of.

“The slippery slope effect is a 
major concern when the courts, 
ruled by man, start judging on the 
thoughts behind the action,” said 
Herron. “Right now we can say 
homosexuality is a sin as long as 
we do not act out in violence, but 
in the future, if we start punishing 
people based on thoughts, then it 
could be made illegal to preach out 
against this sin.”

So what should the Church do 
to confront this problem?

“We need to love people - we 
need to do what is right,” said Her
ron. “The Church has had difficul
ties in that regard.”

Until people start viewing one 
another without the labels and cat
egorizations, discrimination and 
hate will continue to be a major 
unspoken influence in our culture.

Feelings
Kenneth Williams

Delete the scene in the past
Where we broke up
And our relationship didn’t last
Delete the part
where you felt you had to cheat to fulfdl your 
Delete the day
when you didn’t come to me and say
you were feeling neglected
Delete the day
when we prayed
for an ever-lasting love
Because you’ve cheated it

It’s always August.
Nathan Kainste

Smashed grape, sandy sunshine smiling:
Beauty bested me! Belly laughs beguiling 
Me. Like Cheshire: under pressure, styling.

gray skies,
buildings, trench coats.
but still she smiles, punching buttons
like keys on a typewriter,
writing rhythms with ringed fingers.

beauty was a game.

it exhaled major chords 
:art as I stared silendy at a slew of

four-story warehouses 
next to a gray man 
who couldn’t play

For a moment I heard
Calvin Maison

the hum of the typewriter, 
the vibration of the cosmos,

the cry of the newborn child, 
the moan of the dying’s last poem.

I saw the butterfly trampled at Tiananmen Square 
when the cold New Jersey rain put out my cigarette.

Northwestern Slichtj 
{diversity Center

TRAVERSE CITY 
REGIONAL CENTER

PREPARE YOURSELF 
TO EXCEL

Earn your bachelor’s degree in Traverse City. Our unique Liberal Studies bachelor’s 

degree can help you excel in your job and career. This customized degree program 

lets you study issues and topics most relevant to you, making your degree more 
meaningful, more practical, and more personalized. Plus, the flexible curriculum 

makes it easier to use your previous college credit to complete the program. It’s your 

time to excel. Call or visit us online for information about the Liberal Studies program 
at Grand Valley in Traverse City, gvsu.edu/traverse \ 231.995.1785 ] 888.922.1785
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As Oscar turns 80, 
the party is on

1 ABRAHAM MORRISON
"Press Staff Columnist

With the writers strike ongoing, some wondered if the Oscars would happen at all this year, or turn 
out like the Golden Globes’ news feed-type show. Thankfully, the writers union OK’d the Oscar ceremony, 
to be hosted by Jon Stewart on February 24 at 8 p.m. Here are the White Pine’s picks to win the top categories 
in Hollywood’s biggest contest.

THE MAN

WHO FELL

TD EARTH

Best Actor
This year’s nominees are domi

nated by deserving veterans. John
ny Depp, George Clooney, Viggo 
Mortensen, and Tommy Lee Jones 
all arguably deserve to win this 
year’s Best Actor award. Howev
er, the Oscar will most likely be 
awarded to Daniel Day-Lewis for 
his riveting performance as Dan
iel Plainview in Paul Thomas An
derson’s soon-to-be classic “There 
Will Be Blood.”

Best Actress
It would be breathtakingly cute for 
Ellen Page from “Juno” to take home 
an Oscar for Best Actress. She certain
ly deserves the nomination, but like 
Keisha Castle-Hughes from “Whale 
Rider,” Page is sure to be overshad
owed by older, more established 
peers. Julie Christy’s work in the Ca
nadian film “Away from Her” makes 
her the frontrunner.

Best Picture
There is no real standout in the 
Best Picture category this year. 
“No Country for Old Men” and 
“There Will Be Blood” lead in 
nominations, but “Atonement” 
could have an outside chance. My 
vote is for “Atonement,” but since 
it wasn’t even nominated for any 
other major awards, its chances 
are small.

Best Director
“No Country for Old Men” 
could be the defining film of the 
Coen brothers' careers. If that 
sentiment is widespread, they are 
likely choices for the Best Di
recting category. Having added 
a film of such a high caliber to 
their body of quality films, they 
certainly deserve it.

Best Actress in 
a Supporting 
Role almost 
inevitable.

Criterion Corner
“The Man 

Who Fell To 
Earth”

David Bowie plays Thomas Je
rome Newton, an alien sent to 
Earth from his dying planet in 
search of water. Disguised as a 
glam-rock billionaire, New
ton gains fame and wealth, and 
starts his own company (World 
Enterprises), which catches 
the eye of a washed-up profes
sor (Rip Torn), a patent lawyer

(Buck Henry) and a winsome hotel maid (Candy Clark), who each 
get very close to the captivating, alien stranger before his identity 
is revealed. Newton’s plans threaten Earth’s very survival. Includ
ed with the DVD is the Walter Tevis novel the film was based on. 
CC sez: Ignore the doubters who say it’s just “Ziggy Stardust: The 
Movie”, it’s better.

New on DVD

Best
Supporting
Actor
I’m not going to say that Ja
vier Bardem’s performance in 
“No Country for Old Men” is a 
guaranteed Oscar winner, but it 
doesn’t seem likely to go to any
one else. Thanks to him, Anton 
Chigurh will surely be remem
bered as one of the most unset
tling villians in movie history.

Best
Supporting
Actress

"Across 
the

Universe"
Julie Taymor brings the 
songs of the Beatles to 
life in a hip, emotive 
musical about a Brit
ish traveler named Jude 
who comes to America 
in search of his father. Along the way, he becomes friends with Max, 
Sadie, and Prudence and falls in love with a girl named Lucy.

“Across the Universe” has received mixed reviews, but it succeeds 
in its primary goal: entertainment. The reinterpretations are fresh, but 
maintain their distinctive “Beadeness.” If you missed its theatrical run, 
check out “Across the Universe” oil DVD. It’s worth the trip just to see 
Bono singing “I Am the Walrus.” Everything else in the film is icing on 
the cake.

Cate Blanchett is being honored with 
nominations in both the Leading Ac
tress and Supporting Actress catego
ries. She’s hot
likely to win 
Best Actress 
for “Elizabeth:
The Golden 
Age,” but her 
unique - and 
brilliant - rep
resentation of 
Bob Dylan 
in “I’m Not 
There” makes 
her win for the

Miss This
"Hannah 
Montana"
Teen pop-country sen
sation Miley Cyrus 
(also known as Hannah 
Montana on the so-ti
tled Disney TV series) is 
coming to Carmike with 
her “Hannah Montana/

Miley Cyrus: Best of Both Worlds Tour” concert prerecorded in 3D. 
The 18-dollar per ticket event (which includes the cost of paper glass
es so screaming tween girls can see their idol in the third dimension) 
is dominating the screens at Carmike Cinemas. For only 77 minutes 
of neon lights and metallic costumes, our advice is to miss this ex
pensive adventure and catch an Oscar flick instead.

«

*
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Breaking up is hard 
to do: The Mars Volta 
releases ‘The Bedlam 
in Goliath”
The Mars Volta breaks up... 
but not really

I JUSTIN DRABEK
A&E Editor

According to band leader, producer, composer and overall guru of 
the Mars Volta, Omar Rodriguez Lopez, in an interview with Mp3.com, 
said the band was ready to call everything off. While recording their lat
est masterpiece, “The Bedlam In Goliath,” their studio flooded twice, 
the mixer on the album had a mental break down, and some tracks they 
recorded mysteriously disappeared. These occurrences - as strange as 
the basis for the record itself - came from a peculiar ouija board entitled 
“Soothsayer,” which was owned by lead singer Cedric Bixlar Zavala. The 
band used to take it with them on tour until these strange coincidences 
began happening. With that, Mars Volta almost decided to call it a day 
forever. Thankfully, though, that didn’t happen.

Nothing seems to be able to stop this band, even after the craziness 
the band was still able to labor in the studio, putting hours of energy 
and focus to create an intricate and well thought out album.

“Amputechture,” Mars Volta’s 2006 release, suffered from mean
dering feeling in lieu of beautiful music, But then the album was sud
denly stuffed with free form jazz freak-outs that take up seven minutes 
of a 12-minute song. The freak-out is still present on “Bedlam,” but 
is presented in a more refined way, which allows Zavalas cryptic lyr
ics to take center stage as in the epic track “Goliath”: “Did she catch a 
left eye/When it blinks three times/Or once just to seal you in/In your 
drunken breath.”

Each song breathes new life to a band that seemed poised to let fate 
intervene with their plans. The “we will stop at nothing” attitude has 
served both Lopez and Zavala well in their 13-plus-year career: from 
when it seemed impossible that a little rock and roll band from El 
Paso, Texas called At The Drive In would go anywhere, to when they 
decided to break up that band right when it was finally garnering the 
well-deserved attention to take a risk with more experimental music 
that has become the Mars Volta.

Perhaps the world was expecting their careers to just vanish, and 
then, when they didn’t, it caught people by surprise. The Mars Volta is 
continually reinventing who they are, and they are - stylistically and 
artistically - taking a chance. Of course, the Mars Volta has always 
been a band that takes risks.

I GAIL PENNINGTON
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

Michael Emerson, a mild-mannered guy from 
Iowa, never knew he was scary until David E. Kelley 
cast him as a serial killer on “The Practice.”

“He clearly saw something in me that I didn’t see in 
myself,” says Emerson, who has gone on to specialize 
in twisted characters, including creepy hospital orderly 
Zep in the film “Saw” and, most notably, mysterious 
Ben Linus on the television series “Lost.”

With “Lost” just beginning its exhilarating
fourth season, Em
erson talks about

I told Carlton that I'd 

had the notion that 

he'd turn out to be a 

good guy. And he said, 

"Hold on to that."

the show and his 
character, Ben.

Q. What did 
they tell you about 
the role when you 
were cast?

A, Nothing!
’ ~~~~“ They told me

nothing. Even
when I got [the script], I had no idea of the story 
arc. As far as I knew, I was playing a balloonist 
from Minnesota named Henry Gale. But from the 
beginning, I sensed that this was a character best 
played in an ambiguous gear.

Q. When did you find out that Henry Gale 
wasn’t the person he seemed to be?

A. At first, mine was just a recurring role, but it 
grew from three episodes to six to nine. Near the end 
of the second season, I became a regular and, by that 
time, I knew Henry Gale was really Ben, one of the 
islanders. But I had no idea where they’d go with the 
character. I’d ask, and the producers would say, “Just 
do what you’re doing - don’t worry about it.”

Q. Were you shocked when you finally got the 
flashback that showed what Ben had been up to,

including killing his father?
A. The flashback showed Ben in the

worst possible light, much worse than I’d imagined. I 
told Carlton (show runner Carlton Cuse) that I’d had 
the notion that he’d mm out to be a good guy. And 
he said, “Hold on to that.” There’s a lot we still have to 
find out about Ben. He has a lot of unfinished business.

Q. Does all this mystery make Ben a difficult 
character to play?

A. Not really. I play it moment to moment, and 
that’s deceptively simple. As an actor, I don’t have 
to worry about past or future. I play Ben as trans
parent, but no matter how transparent I play it, he’s 
still mysterious because of the writers. I’m just a 
vessel for their ideas.

Q. Fans worry that the producers may not really 
know where the story is going and how it will end.

A. You should not worry. They know. Unlike most 
shows that promise a lot, this one won’t fizzle out.

Q. Some people think that Ben was in the coffin 
in the season finale.

A. I don’t. It’s more satisfying if the person who’s 
dead is someone we love, and I don’t think anybody 
would be mourning Ben. But I thought that twist (of 
flashing forward off the island) was inspired. It was 
a leap into a more adult realm, and it opened up so 
many exciting and heart-rending ways we can go.

Q. Tell us a secret about the new season.
A. Consider this: You thought you’d met dangerous 

characters before, but this season your sympathy system 
will be dramatically rearranged, and you’ll meet charac
ters more terrifying than you’d ever imagined.

Q. Yikes. So how frustrating was it to complete 
only eight of the promised 16 episodes before the 
writers strike halted production?

A. Very frustrating. At first it was like a snow 
day, and it was fun to be off. But now we’re sitting 
at home wondering when we’ll get back to work.
At least the ending of the eighth episode provides a 
eood button to the action.

*1



February 11, 2008
WHITE PINE PRESS1 4 ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

The pleasure of my company
0UT&
ABOUT

■
 BROOKS VANDERBUSH

Press Staff Columnist

It’s a few days from Valentines Day, and I have no signif
icant other to send into a diabetic coma or pierce with rose 
thorns! So instead, I’m going to find myself a Valentine.

Being beautiful and popular, I am not short on 
friends. Each friend seems to have different jewels of 
advice on how to locate that perfect mate. Surrounded by 
idiots, as I am, I have decided to pass their worthless 
advice onto the public. Listen up; by the end of this, 
NMC will be crawling with couples!

My first piece of less-than-horrible advice came from one 
of my better friends. We shall call her Helper Helpington.

Helper suggested that I try to score a number or two with 
her at her Pilates class. Genius! I should have no trouble get
ting hit with the seven digits at one of those classes right? 
Wrong. Turns out that Pilates is some form of workout that 
destroys your legs, arms and shoulders. Why don’t we just say 
that it renders one useless, but good-looking?

I am into the fiftieth minute of this glorious torture, doing 
what are called “Pilates pushups” when the realization hits that 
there is no way I’m going to get any numbers here. I feel as 
though I am about to spew the light fantastic and have diarrhea 
all at the same time, thank you Mr. Pilates and Ms. Helpington.

The next piece of wonderful advice handed down to me 
was speed dating. Okay, I thought, why not? If I am placed 
in front of an absolute bore, or an absolute boar, I’ll only have 
to deal with them for five minutes. Let’s do it.

I show up in my Sunday best and check in. That had 
to have been the most awkward thirty minutes of my life. 
The first girl was a psycho, perhaps an axe murderer. I was 
literally afraid of being accosted from across the table. The 
second girl was an ex. A laugh riot that one! The next few

were boring, and the last one was a man.
So I went jogging. It turns out that trying to talk while 

jogging makes one sound like a 70s porn star. I went to 
the bar. Apparently martinis make me hit on anything. I 
went to the produce department. I got a phone number! 
How do you like them apples? I have yet to call though.

Bottom line: I followed advice and fell flat on my beau
tiful, dateless face each and every time. Ms. Right is out 
there; she’s just not at Streeters (at least not for me).

Couples have it easy. Couples can go to Stella’s, Aerie, 
Amical, Ciao Bella or any of the other countless, typical 
romantic locales.

So here I sit, toasting my own brilliance at Top of the 
Park’s half-off martini night. I have come to the conclu
sion that I am the best valentine ever. So, I shall be my 
own valentine. I will buy myself wonderful things for Val
entine’s Day and enjoy my own company.

Why fret over love and infatuation? It will happen, 
and I’m not going let some Hallmark holiday rush get me 
down this time.

The sequel, the prequel and the remake

Saturday, March 1 
1 to 4 p.m.

• Explore our 75 career-focused majors
• Apply on the spot (fee waived)
• Meet our experienced faculty
• Learn about scholarships and financial aid

734-432-5339
madonna.edu

36600 Schoolcraft Road • Livonia, Ml 48150

There is something engrained in Hollywood 
studios to put out sequel after sequel, and then, 
when the ideas for sequels run out, make prequels 
telling the story that leads up to the original story, 
and then, 20 years later, remake all of it. Now what 
would happen to the publishing world if authors 
decided to follow a similar pattern? Readers wouldn’t 
put up with it. What makes movies so different?

Thy cycle of sequels, prequels and remakes is 
a fabulous formula for making a quick buck. But 
it leads one to wonder where original thought in 
film has gone. Why is Spielberg filming the fourth 
installment of “Indiana Jones” instead of the next 
“Munich”? Sure, it may be a labor of his love, but 
do we really need to see a middle-aged Harrison 
Ford play an archeologist adventurer again?

Then there is Sylvester Stallone, recreating two 
tired roles that both begin with the letter “R.” For 
some reason Stallone and Hollywood think that the 
world is ready to see if “Rocky” will still be able to 
cut it in the ring, and if “Rambo” will run around 
and kill as many things as possible. Don’t get us 
wrong - the first “Rocky” was an amazing achieve
ment in film, but that isn’t the point.

The point is: the world already has “Rocky” and 
other inventive films that deal with boxing, so does 
the general cinematic audience really need more

Stallone doing what he did back in the 80s?
Then there is the strange beast called the prequel. 

The most famous set of prequels to date is, of course, 
“Star Wars.” The tragedy with these prequels, is that 
Lucas took the memorable fantasy of the original se
ries and replaced it with special effects.

When the first trilogy was made, there was no 
green screen - all Lucas had was a group of actors 
and his own imagination. It was a huge risk that 
studios did not want to take a gamble on. But the 
original “Star Wars” ended up becoming a huge hit 
because of the fearless creativity it showcased. Tragi
cally, however, when “Star Wars” was revisited, it 
left all that magic out and replaced it with better 
looking spaceships and a cartwheeling Yoda, leaving 
a huge hole in the, hearts of “Star Wars” fans.

Remakes have suffered by contorting original 
stories and focusing on special effects or cliche pop 
culture references. Remakes lose the original vigor 
and often try too hard to be different from the plot 
that started it all.

There is, however, a glimpse of hope for remakes: 
Director J.J. Abram’s “Star Trek,” now in pro
duction. It is, in many regards, a return to form. 
Abrams refuses to use a green screen, and all of the 
original sounds and images that made the original 
Star Trek unforgettable will remain intact. The new 
“Star Trek” will also focus on how Capt. Kirk and 
Mr. Spock began their journey. Brilliant! A remake 
about the characters that made people fall in love 
with “Star Trek” in the first place; and really, a re
make that takes all of the elements of the original 
and chooses not to over-do the special effects.

There will be sequels, there will be prequels and 
there will be remakes in our future. Since they are - 
whether you like it or not - here to stay, we’ll just have 
to hope that some of the thoughts behind them will 
be original, even though the source material is not.

Meanwhile, let’s anticipate something that we 
don’t already know, can’t predict, and haven’t 
already seen - something new in the movie world. *
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Downtown Dinner & a Movie: 
Spinal Tap Wed, Feb. 13, 7pm, 
at The City Opera House. A 
1984 spoof “rockumentary” 
directed by and starring Rob 
Reiner. Tickets are $7 for adults. 
Cash bar available. Admission 
includes a dinner coupon for 
participating downtown restau
rants. www.cityoperahouse.org. 
231-941-8082.

Keely & Du at The Old 
Town Playhouse Thu, Feb.
14 - Sun, Feb. 23. A vola
tile drama about abortion and 
women’s reproductive rights. 
Dates are as follows: Feb. 14, 
15, 16, 17, 21, 22, 23. www. 
oldtownplayhouse.com. 231- 
947-2210.

Stass Pronin: From Russia 
With Love at The City Opera 
House Thu, Feb. 14 at 8pm. 
Doors open at 7pm. World-re
nowned violinist. Tickets are 
$22 or $38 for couples. Cash 
bar available, www.cityopera- 
house.org.
231-941-8082.

Esta at Milliken Auditorium
Sat, Feb. 16, 8pm, Multi-eth
nic Israeli music ensemble fea
turing elements from the many 
diverse cultures of Israel. Den-

- nos Museum Center. Tickets 
are $28 at the door or $20 in 
advance, www.estamusic.com. 
231-995-1553.

Latin American Forum Sun, 
Feb. 17, 3-5pm, Interna
tional Communication with 
guest speaker Nancy Parshall. 
NMC’s Safe Passage program 
hosts a series of free public fo
rums on Latin American issues 
every Sunday through April 
20. NMC University Center, 
room 209.

Traverse Symphony Orchestra 
performs “Hollywood’s Great
est Melodies” Sun, Feb. 17 at 
3pm. Lars Hocksted Auditorium. 
The symphony plays a variety of 
beloved melodies from Holly
wood movies, www.tso-online. 
org. 231-947-7120

Downtown Dinner & a Movie: 
Philadelphia Story Wed, Feb.
20 7pm. 1940 comedy romance 
starring Carey Grant, Katherine 
Hepburn and Jimmy Stewart. 
Tickets are $7 for adults. Cash 
bar available. Admission includes 
a dinner coupon for participating 
downtown restaurants, www.city- 
operahouse.org. 231-941-8082.

Jeff Nelson at Interlochen
Thur, Feb. 21 at 7:30pm in the 
Dendrinos Chapel. Hornist 
Jeff Nelson of Canadian Brass 
fame. Visit tickets, interlochen. 
org or call 800-681-5920, 231- 
276-7800

George Clinton and Parlia- 
ment/Funkadelic at Ground 
Zero Sat, Feb. 23 at 8pm.
Doors open at 7pm. Come see 
the Parliafunkadelicment thang! 
21 and over. $32.

Maria Graham Dance Com
pany at Interlochen Sat, Feb. 
23 at 7:30pm in the Corson 
Auditorium. The most cel
ebrated modern dance com
pany in America performs 
signature works. Also, Arts 
Academy dance ensemble of 
the Graham classic: Diversion 
of Angels. Visit tickets, inter
lochen.org or call 800-681- 
5920,231-276-7800

Downtown Dinner & a 
Movie: Dial M for Murder
Wed, Feb. 27, 7pm. Hitchcock 
mystery thriller starring Ray 
Milland and Grace Kelly. Tick
ets are $7 for adults. Cash bar 
available. Admission includes 
a dinner coupon for partici
pating downtown restaurants. 
www.cityoperahouse.org. 231- 
941-8082.

I Can’t Wait for Summer! City 
Opera House Leap Year Con
cert Fri, Feb. 29 at 7:30pm. 
Featuring Mike Moran, Jason 
Kott, Matt Hayes, Levi Brit
ton, and Mike Root. Admis
sion is $ 15 at the door. www. 
mikemoranmusic.com.

Dave McMurray Quintet at
Milliken Auditorium Sat, Mar. 
1, 8:00pm, :breathtaking sax 
player with a powerful stage 
prescence” blends smooth jazz 
with funky hip-hop. Dennos 
Museum Center. Tickets are 
$28 at the door or $25 in ad
vance. www.estamusic.com. 
231-995-1553.

Leon Redbone at Milliken Au
ditorium Sat, Apr. 5, 8pm at 
the Dennos Museum Center. 
The man in the white straw 
bowler and shades brings his 
quirky ragtime to Traverse City. 
Tickets are $30 at the door or 
$27 in advance, www.leonred- 
bone.com. 231-995-1553.

CLASSIFIEDS
CUSTOMER SERVICE
Earn Quick Cash. Put 
$$ Away for School 
While Building Your 
Resume and Gaining 
Great Work Experience. 
Scholarship programs 
available. FT / PT 
Temp with possible

permanent positions. 
Flexible schedules with 
a fun team atmosphere. 
$325+ weekly to 
start. Interviewing 
immediately, call now 
(231) 645-1556.

TELEMARKETERS 
NEEDED No phone 
sales.Part time evenings. 
Flexible school 
schedules. Work from

Lyrical Astrology by Nathan Kainste

Aries (3/21 - 4/19) I know a man, he’s a powerful 
man. That man (or woman) is you right now. Chan
nel your energies toward accomplishment, then get 
ready for some emotional refreshing around Valen
tine’s Day.
Taurus (4/20 - 5/20) Let’s hang on to what we’ve got. 
Don’t let go, you’ve got a lot. Avoid big purchases and 
be careful about making long-term decisions. There 
may be something better just around the corner. 
Gemini (5/21 - 6/21) Come on let me see you strut 
your stuff this Valentine’s Day. Your flirtatious 
enetgy is bound to make an impression on someone. 
Cancer (6/22 - 7/22) Slow down, baby, now you’re 
moving way too fast. Take your time with small tasks 
to avoid an embarrassing mistake. Keep your cool 
above all.
Leo (7/23 - 8/22) You can’t hurry love, no you just 
have to wait - but only until Valentine’s Day. In the 
meantime, get some work done.
Virgo (8/23 - 9/22) You can’t please everyone, so 
you’ve got to please yourself. Just do your best. Some 
people are determined to be critical.

Libra (9/23 - 10/22) When it comes to your friends 
righting, it’s none of your business. Who do you think you 
am? Being there for your friends is good, but the role 
of mediator is not for you to assume.
Scorpio (10/23 - 11/21) Life is very short, and 
there’s no time for fussing and fighting, my friend. 
Compromise would be a very good way to resolve 
that conflict right now.
Sagittarius (11/22 - 12/21) Dancing, itching, 
squealing, fevered, feeling hot, hot, hot! Valentine’s 
Day should be sweet and hot for you and a 
special someone, but be sure to leave plenty of time 
for conversation.
Capricorn (12/22 - 1/19) Let’s go crazyDYceaY the 
monotony with a really far-out date on Valentine’s 
Day, and not even the elevator will bring you down. 
Aquarius (1/20 — 2/18) Talk about, talk about, talk 
about moving. Now is a good time to 
decide if you really do want a change, and, if so, go 
ahead and make it.
Pisces (2/19 - 3/20) Well, it’s all right. Love is what you 
want. Flying saucer: take me away. Let it take you away 
this Valentine’s season. Romance is here for you. Look 
forward to romance before, during and after Valen
tine’s Day.

Spring/Summer 2008
Class Schedules Online Now!

Start here:
www.nmc.edu/schedules

• More than 60 areas of study

• Online and evening class options

• Financial aid available

• Online registration starts Nov. 12

home programs. Hourly 
wages + bonuses.Call 
evenings to get on this 
week’s training schedule. 
(231) 938-2397.

DOWNTOWN TC 
ROOMS FOR RENT
Premier Front St. 
location. $400/mo 
includes all utilities, 
cable, wireless internet. 
M to M lease. The New 
Whiting 947-6360.

Northwestern
Michigan
College

(231) 995-1054 I information@nmc.edu

n.
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How local schools cope with autism

■ ALICIA MAYLONE
Special to the Press

Four-year-old Liam Snyder enjoys the sight 
of his school bus as it arrives to pick him 
up each morning. He doesn’t even mind 
that his daily ride can take
more than an hour and a 
half each way.

“He absolutely loves his 
bus ride,” said his mom,
Jenn Price, “he loves any big 
vehicle.”

While the thought of 
such a long commute may 
worry many parents, Liam’s 
mom worries more about 
what will happen if he isn’t 
on the bus. On a recent 
morning when the family missed the bus, 
Liam’s entire day was upset. Price knows 
the importance of sticking to her son’s 
daily routine. She also understands the im
portance of education in Liam’s life.

Patience is a tall order for almost any 
preschooler, but for Liam, who has an Au
tism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), it is even 
more difficult to master the skills required 
to attend school. And he’s not alone.

There are 230,000 children in the U.S. 
who receive services under the Individu
als with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 
which provides transportation and other ed
ucational resources at no cost to families with 
autistic students. The federal requirements 
guaranteed 7,259 children with autism an 
education in Michigan public schools.

But with decreasing school and state 
budgets, officials are concerned about 
how to find the $18,790 it costs annually 
to educate each student with autism - an 
amount three times that of a regular edu

"People were 
shocked and sympa
thetic," said Price. 

"But I thought, 'Why? 
This is who he is; 

nothing's changed."

cation, according to the Subcommittee on 
Human Rights and Wellness.

At Glenn Loomis Elementary School in 
Traverse City there are currently six students 
identified as having Autistic Impairments 
(AI), according to principal Colleen Smith, 
who has seen dramatic changes in how au

tism is diagnosed in her 
time as an administrator.

“Six years ago students 
made it to fourth or fifth 
grade until diagnosed. Now 
it’s much more common
place and much earlier,” she 
said.

Though the school staff 
does not diagnose students, 
most are trained to know 
what behaviors to look 

for. The training is necessary, according to 
Smith, so that autism is recognized before 
it gets too advanced and so that it is distin
guished from other disorders.

Most students with special needs meet 
with a resource specialist or attend a re
source room part time and spend at least 
half the school day in a general population 
classroom, Smith explained. The home 
school district works with the intermedi
ate, five-county district to provide resourc
es students with milder forms of ASD need 
to meet the curriculum and to develop so
cial skills and independence.

Jenn Price has these goals for her son in 
the next few years. She’s hoping that Liam 
will get in to regular kindergarten next fall.

“If not, then hopefully he’ll make it by 
first grade,” she added, “or second.”

Right now Liam attends preschool in a 
self-contained classroom at Oak Park El
ementary, which has ASD programs de
signed for children 3 tol3-years-old who

have difficulty learning in the typical class
room. Older students in need of an au
tism-based education attend a program at 
West Junior High School. Both locations 
are operated by TBAISD (Traverse Bay In
termediate School District).

Under IDEA, public schools are re
quired to provide support for students 
with autism from ages 3 to 21; TBAISD 
has for years committed to extending the 
range from birth to 26. But with the rise 
in rates of autism and the fragile state 
economy, Michigan schools feel the effects 
of the situation.

It’s unclear why autism — or its identifi
cation - has actually increased. Either way 
programs like Liam’s preschool have to be 
there to help.

Price recalls the day a year ago when he 
was diagnosed as one of mixed emotions.

“People were shocked and sympathet
ic,” said Price. “But I thought, ‘Why? This 
is who he is; nothing’s changed.”

Price admits it was difficult to hear the 
pediatrician confirm her son’s diagnosis, but 
she says part of her already knew. In fact, she 
had pushed for testing when Liam was 18- 
months-old. Doctors told her that autism is 
difficult to diagnose before age 3, and to wait 
it out and he’d probably catch up.

With an actual diagnosis in hand, she 
felt she could better address the issue, but 
the pediatrician’s script was just the first 
step. After more evaluations in meetings 
with social workers, and a lot of paper
work, it was finally decided that Liam 
belonged at Oak Park’s ASD preschool in
stead of his home school.

On his very first day at Oak Park, he 
showed signs of improvement. He shocked ev
eryone by finding the letter “B” when asked.

Liam’s preschool class has six students,

with one teacher and two assistants. This 
individualized care has had noticeable im
pact on Liam, according to his mom, who 
said that before starting the program Liam 
had never talked and often had a glazed- 
over look in his eyes.

Now Liam gets about 24 hours of ap
plied behavioral analysis (ABA) each week.

Price explained that it is recommended 
that children with an ASD be exposed to 
40 hours of this approach each week, but 
at a cost of around $60,000 a year, she says 
she couldn’t afford it.

“It’s cheaper to educate yourself,” she 
said. Price has been able to apply various 
learning techniques used at school in their 
home. Reward systems are often used, and 
Liam has a favorite. Popcorn.

The family’s early struggles and Liam’s 
developmental improvements have in
spired Jenn to pursue a career in Early 
Childhood Developmental in hopes of 
providing better care for her own child and 
others, in which she can help other parents 
in her shoes.

The district has also helped the Price’s 
by locating scholarships for medical equip
ment, and when Liam is old enough, the 
ISD will also set up a picture education 
system in their home.

The resources students with special 
needs receive through public schools helps 
to mitigate the financial burden on fami
lies. Unfortunately, as the number of 
children diagnosed with autism rises, pro
viding their optimal education becomes 
more difficult.

But it’s hard not to remain hopeful for 
progress, considering the words Liam has 
now learned: “eggs,” “cookies,” “water,” 
“cup” and “I love you”.
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