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Unexpected: 
rising water
The levels of Lakes Michigan 
and Huron have risen in 
February, 2008 according 
co the US Army Corps of 
Engineers in Detroit. Lake 
Superior was eight inches 
higher than in February, 
2007. Gaylord had 133.2 
inches of snow - 21.7 inches 
above normal. Madison, 
Wisconsin, is having its 
snowiest winter ever. The 
Army Corps says this large 
snowfall, plus a rainy fall 
in 2007 has contributed to 
an unexpected rise in lake 
levels. All five Great Lakes 
are expected to rise over the 
next few months, but will 
still remain below their long
term monthly averages.

Fire-starting 
E.LFs arrested
Four suspects belonging 
to the Earth Liberation 
Front (E.L.F.) have been 
arrested this month for 
starting a fire that caused 
one million dollars worth of 
damage to Michigan State 
University’s Agriculture Hall 
in 1999. Marie J. Mason, 
Frank B. Ambrose, Aren B. 
Burthwick and Stephanie 
L. Fultz were charged v,iih 
arson, aggravated arson and 
conspiracy to commit arson. 
E.L.F is a loose grouping 
of activists who, during the 
past 15 years, have been 
the culprits of arson and 
vandalism across the United 
States. E.L.F. is committed 
to using “economic sabotage” 
and “guerrilla warfare” to 
stop organizations they 
feel are destroying the 
environment. In 2001, the 
FBI categorized them as eco- 
terrorists.

SUBTERANNEAN SUSTENANCE A refrigerator sits idly in the underground tunnel between the Tanis building and 
Scholars Hall. The tunnel is currently undergoing renovation as workers construct a "steel superstructure" to provide 
reinforcement.

What lies beneath: NMC’s hidden tunnel
■ JASON STORMS

Press Staff Writer

Recently, students, staff and faculty in the 
library, Scholars Hall and part of the Tanis 
building have heard loud construction noises 
outside the library, but when they went to in
vestigate, they found nothing - just students 
walking to and from classes and the occasion
al squirrel scurrying about the campus.

Unbeknownst to them, the construction 
was occurring beneath them in a utility tun
nel that runs between the Tanis building and 
Scholars Hall, as well as to the boiler building 
and West Hall.

According to Ed Bailey, director of campus 
services, in the past few weeks, workers in
stalled steel infrastructure in the section of the 
tunnel running between the Tanis building

and Osterlin Library to ensure the tunnels 
were properly reinforced. The sound that stu
dents heard was the melting of the steel.

Bailey said the utility tunnel was built 
in the 1950s and 60s, and was expanded as 
buildings, such as West Hall, were added to 
the campus. It was, and still is, used primarily 
to house steam lines and waterlines, allowing 
easier access for maintenance and repairs.

However, the tunnel has not been expand
ed to other buildings constructed within the 
past few decades. For example, when the Den- 
nos Museum was built in 1991, the tunnel was 
not extended to reach it, and the tunnel does 
not extend to the Beckett Building. Part of the 
reason for this, according to Bailey, is that the 
tunnel is not used as much anymore, and they 
are much more expensive to build today than 
they were 40 or 50 years ago.

“I know absolutely nothing of it,” said 
student Erin Stier when asked about the tun
nel. “This is the first time I’ve ever heard 
mention of it.”

Many students, like Stier, are completely 
unaware of the tunnel, which has entrances 
visible to students in the basements of Schol
ars Hall and the Tanis building. Other stu
dents have a little more knowledge of it.

“I’ve heard the teachers used them in the 
wintertime until they were deemed unsafe,” 
said NMC student Jacob Pobst.

According to Communications Instruc
tor John Pahl, the tunnel was indeed used by 
teachers, as Probst said, and students were 
sometimes lucky enough to enter the tunnel.

“Back in the old days,’ faculty all had keys 
to it so we could get between the administration

• See TUNNELS on page 2
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Written by ERIC CAIRNS

Pahl Prize deadline: April 29
The essay deadline to be considered for the second Pahl Prize Liter
ary Award is April 29. If you have a short fiction entry, the deadline 
will be in the fall. Entries for the prize can consist of major projects 
in literature courses and Advanced Writing and Rhetoric Writing to 
the Capstone essay that is written in the English 112 classes. How
ever, entries must have been written this year. NMC Instructor John 
Pahl, the inspiration for the Pahl Prize, said, “The emphasis this se
mester is on more academic and scholarly essays, but ones that are 
lively and engaging and deal with topics of public interest and intel
lectual exploration.”

SGA semester events
There is more going on than one might think with the Student Gov
ernment Association. The “Mock it or Rock it” show at Milliken 
Auditorium will be Monday, March 24 at 7:30 p.m. with pre-show 
tailgate party beginning at 6:30 p.m. And relax with the return of 
the massage - the Blue Heron Academy will be here again on April 
10 for “Stress Buster Day,” and (as always) the massages are free. 
SPECTRUM has announced their “Astrology Night” will be Thurs
day, March 27 in the lower level of West Hall. All students are wel
come. The question and answer forum “Sex...and the single guy” 
will be held from 8-9:30 p.m. in the lower level of East Hall. Bring 
only your questions and your appetite.

Best Buy to teach technology
On Sunday, April 20, Best Buy will open its doors from 8-10 p.m. to 
host a “Ladies Spring into Technology” session. Best Buy technology ex
perts will be showing guests how to take advantage of the special features 
of computers, digital cameras and more. Food and refreshments will be 
available among big-screen displays to inform women in particular that 
technology doesn’t have to be a daunting prospect, but can instead be 
fun, convenient and easy. Although the event is educationally driven, 
Best Buy will be open for business during the two-hour conference.
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PLAYING THE CARDS RIGHT

Press photo/CARL HARLAN

NMC STUDENTS [from left] Leann Bertodatto, Nichole Kent, Emily Roelfsema, Ka
trina Holdorph and Anita Godinez play the multi-player card game SkipBo on the night 
of Monday, March 17 in the lower level of West Hall. "It's fun," said Bertodatto. Many 
students sought out fun and safe ways to celebrate St. Patrick's Day in lieu of typical, 
rowdy college parties and drinking.

TUNNELS continued

building and what was the science building ly
Scholars Hall] on rainy days, snowy days or any 
days,” said Pahl. “It was a very popular spot for fac
ulty to gather between classes, drink coffee, open 
their mail and so on, and you could do that all 
without going into the snow or the rain.”

Despite this, Pahl said that in the 1980s the tun
nel was closed to faculty, possibly due to insurance 
and liability concerns, and teachers were forced to 
turn in their keys. Pahl said that he knew of no stu
dent shenanigans occurring in the tunnel, but had a 
sticky situation of his own many years ago.

“The worst episode I ever had down there, and 
I’m sure I wasn’t the only one, was being down 
there between two buildings and having a power 
outage hit traverse city or campus.” Pahl then had 
to grope his way down the corridor to the library, 
which was without power as well at the time.

Unfortunately for those interested in checking 
out the tunnel, students are generally not allowed 
in the tunnel, and all doors to the tunnel remained 
locked. According to NMC staff, the tunnel is used 
for maintenance purposes only.

YOU ARE FEELING VERY SLEEPY...

Press photo/JULIE KNAUSS

THEY'RE NOT TAKING A NAP Entertainment hypnotist and funny-man Dale K. 
came to NMC on Monday, March 17 to present his much anticipated St. Patrick's Day 
show where he successfully hypnotized a group of volunteer students, making for a hi
larious and memorable event.
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Water Studies Institute 
swims in new direction

Fresh face for freshwater
■ JESSE HO'ON

Press Staff Writer

NMC’s Water Studies Institute (WSI) is 
searching for a director who would create and 
oversee a more efficient and viable organization. 
The hope is that having a full-time director would 
allow the WSI to reorganize, restructure and en
hance current programs.

“The main goal in hiring a director would be 
to help the WSI find a focus and continue to bet
ter the community,” said Vice
President for Lifelong Learn
ing Marguerite Cotto. “Educa
tion and collaboration with the 
public are the cornerstones of 
the WSI. Leadership would en
able the continuation of those 
goals and be able to develop 
a formula to gain resources 
through federal, state, and pri
vate donations.”

The current proposal is for 
the position of a director as well 
as an educational coordinator. The proposed com
bined salaries for these two positions are $130,000. 
An additional $25,000 has been proposed for sup
port of staff, equipment and materials.

Cotto, who is performing the director search, 
would like to see further collaboration with NMC 
staff to enhance the current water studies curricu
lum and identify the most efficient areas for creat
ing a new course.

“The WSI wants to stay on the theme of water 
and get students really excited with course work 
and community projects. We want to give people a 
tool to utilize this resource,” said Cotto.

A continued alliance with NMC is critical in 
order to maintain future progress in educating the

The Great Lakes chain is the 
largest in the world, covering 
95,000 square miles.

40 million people rely on the 
Great Lakes for their supply of 
fresh water.

Worldatlas. com

next generation about water-related issues and to 
maintain regional awareness, said Cotto.

The director search comes at a time when there 
have been an increased number of swim advisories 
and beach closings in Grand Traverse Bay due to 
dangerous levels of E. coli.

Already parched western and southeastern 
states have been experiencing longer and more se
vere droughts; suggested solutions include the idea 
of tapping into the worlds largest source of fresh 
water: the Great Lakes.

Organizations like the WSI have 
been a leading proponent for keep
ing our region clean and ensuring 
that our most valued resource re
mains unharmed.

“What is more fundamen
tal to the quality of life in our re
gion, or anywhere on the planet, 
than the quality of our freshwa
ter?” said Rotary Charities Chair
man George Bearup in a speech to 
the WSI when the rotary made a 
million dollar donation to NMC’s 

Great Lakes Campus and Water Studies Institute.
“Inspiring lifelong stewardship of freshwater 

through education and partnership” is the vision of 
WSI, said Bearup.

Through a number of congressional and other 
awards as well as foundation grants, the WSI has 
been able to operate. Started in 2003 as part of the 
Great Lakes Campus, the WSI was created to bring 
awareness and education to the area by means of 
working with and educating the community.

The WSI has been able to stay afloat with dona
tions as the one by Rotary, but the time has come for 
them to recruit and hire a director, said Cotto. The 
WSI hopes to complete their search by Spring, 2008.

NMC Magazine:
completing the "Dream"
ISTEFEN HOLTREY

Press Staff Writer

It’s the time of year when spring break beckons and exam week 
looms beyond it. But for the staff of the NMC Magazine, spring 
break means it’s time to complete the “Dream.”

“We’re currently in production stages,” said James Zeits, edi
tor-in-chief of the magazine. Some members of the staff have been 
working weekends in an effort to finish the project, an exploration of 
what “The American Dream” means today.

“This is the do-or-die week,” said Faculty Advisor John Pahl, 
stressing the importance of finishing up production before students 
get caught up with end-of-year class assignments. “If anything delays 
us now, it will be tough to get things turned around.”

This year’s edition will be a change in format for the magazine. 
Instead of a typical magazine layout, the magazine will be laid out on 
a roadmap that folds out to reveal the various entries.

“The print edition will be an amalgamation of both the literary 
works and the artistic, visual works,” said Zeits. One side will show 
the literary works, like the poems, stories and essays, while the other 
side will present the pieces of visual artwork on a poster. All the piec
es will be framed against the background of a roadmap.

“Highways and cars are a big part of our culture,” said Pahl. “The 
whole thing has become a layered theme. It’s the American Dream as 
embodied in our tendency to move.”

There were a few hitches along the way as the magazine staff 
worked through differences in design opinion. Early on, it was de
bated if the map concept was viable at all, but that was eventually 
resolved, along with what Zeits referred to as “ridiculously hardcore 
technical questions.”

“We’ve come to a happy medium,” said Zeits.
Maintaining a steady group of dedicated staff members was 

also difficult.
“It’s really hard at a two-year college to develop our staff base be

cause usually by the. time people hear about us, they’re second-se
mester freshmen, third-semester sophomores, and then they’re gone,” 
said Zeits. “We actually lost two of our editors in the transition from 
Fall to Spring semesters.”

This year’s magazine will showcase the works of students in two 
different formats: the print edition, which will be the actual maga
zine, and the website, where all submissions will be included.

Only the winners of the different categories will be given space on 
the print addition.

Currently, all the entries have been judged and participating stu
dents will be contacted shortly.

*
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WORLD IN BRIEF
Compiled by JOHN PARKER from staff and wire reports

Iraq: five years and counting
Iraq's broken 
infrastructure

Five years after the U.S.-led 
invasion of Iraq, Iraqis still swel
ter in the summer and freeze in 
the winter because of a lack of 
electricity. Government rations 
are inevitably late, incomplete 
or expired. Garbage piles up for 
days, sometimes weeks, emanat
ing toxic fumes. The list goes 
on: black-market fuel, phone 
bills for land lines that haven’t 
worked in years, education and 
health care systems degraded 
by the flight of thousands of 
Iraq’s best teachers and doctors. 
“Under Saddam’s regime, we had 
limited salaries, but we had se
curity and decent services. Now 
we have decent incomes, but we 
lose it all to water, propane, gro
ceries, fuel. We save nothing,” 
said Balqis Kareem, 46, a Sunni 
Muslim housewife.

McCain returns
Republican presidential can

didate John McCain made his 
eighth trip to Iraq this month, 
holding private talks with U.S. 
and Iraqi officials about secu
rity developments at the end 
of a bloody week marked by a 
spike in U.S. troop deaths and 
a new wave of suicide bomb
ings. The past week’s spasm of 
violence underscored the fra
gility of modest gains from the 
30,000-troop increase known 
as “the surge,” which McCain 
has backed since it began a year 
ago. The number of attacks in 
Iraq had dropped by more than 
half since June, but those fig
ures have begun creeping up 
since the beginning of the year. 
U.S. military officials acknowl
edged the recent upswing in vi
olence, but insisted the setback 
was only temporary.

Iraq figures: Coalition Troop Strength
2003: 23,000

Estimated Iraqi Fatalities: 94,250 2008: 9,895
Foreigners Kidnapped: 311

Killed: 54 Iraq GDP, per person
Number of troops killed, 2002: $802
by country: 2006: $1,687

U.S.: 3,987 U.K.: 175 Inflation 2002: 19%
Italy: 33 Poland: 23 2006: 50%

Source: Brookings Institution Iraq Index

AT LEAST 400 PEOPLE 
TOOK TO THE STREETS
of the Sunni city of Fallujah 
in Iraq to protest a visit by 
Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad to the country 
on Sunday, March 2, 2008.

BALQIS KAREEM, 46,
A HOUSEWIFE AND 
PART-TIME COOK, shows 
the jumble of electrical 
wires in her living room in 
the Karrada neighborhood 
of Baghdad, Iraq. Five years 
after the U.S. led invasion 
of the country, the biggest 
complaint is lack of electric
ity and other basic services 
such as water supply.

Photo courtesv/MCT CAMPUS

FROM THE SOURCE'S MOUTH

Press photo/SARAH ZATOLOKIN

On March 14, the White Pine Press had the oppor
tunity to interview two employees, Ben Reynolds and 
Greg Chess, of the second largest sail-making company 
in the world, Quantum Sail Design. This is a look in
side the world of sail making with a couple facts you 
may not have known.

WPP: What do you do exactly at Comquest- 
CHESS: As a whole, we’re the number two sail
ing company in the world. It starts with the design 
team, which sends us files of designs that they have 
created and are ready for cutting. Once we turn it 
into a “NEST” file, which is the format that the 
cutting machines are programmed into, we then 
cut the sail into a ro ugh shape where it will be 
trimmed and cut down to size later. We have two 
cutting machines: a laser and a knife table. I run 
the knife table where I cut materials such as carbon 
fibers. The laser table, however, cuts spinnakers, 
which are the sails that are built for downwind and 
racing sails. After we get them cut, we send them 
to something we call first cut, where they put the 
seams together and start to form the shape of the 
sail. Then it goes to second cut, where the finishing 
touches are applied such as the graphics, the hard
ware and where the true three-corner shape of the 
sail is revealed. And after that, we send it out.

WPP: What are your company’s accomplish
ments so far?
REYNOLDS: As Greg said, we are the number two 
sail-making company in the world, and that’s quite 
an accomplishment given we are a fairly new com
pany. We do, however, expect ourselves to be at the 
top in the near future. We build year-round and 
expand our business worldwide. Currently we are 
building sails for both Europeans and Americans 
in the Grand Prix competition, which is one of the 
most prestigious sailboat racing events in the world. 
Some of the teams that compete in this event spend 
up to a half a million dollars on just their sails, not 
including sponsorship logos, crewmembers, or sup
plies. Also, a lot of these crewmembers are trained 
as sail-makers, so that puts a lot of pressure on us be
cause they expect perfection.

WTP: What are your working conditions like? 
CHESS: In the cutting stage, we do have a down 
time because of the graphic design process when 
they are creating the sail. But when there is a big 
race coming up, such as the Grand Prix, it’s go- 
go-go all the time because so many orders come in 
that were absolutely grounded from the beginning 
of our shift right up to the end. We get all of these 
new designs, so we also have to take into account 
our cost efficiency and make sure we are not wast
ing any material. So it’s pretty crazy. And then, 
on top of that, we have the added pressure of not 
wasting or messing up anything.

WPP: What is your favorite part of the job? 
REYNOLDS: Racing. A lot of us are sailors our
selves, and that is sometimes how we get business be
cause we are putting ourselves into the market. It is 
almost necessary to be a sailor if you are a sail maker. 
Sometimes we get a prototype from the design team 
that is for a new series of models - for example, a 
2009 series. We take the prototype, sail it and take 
very precise notes on how it sails in certain condi
tions and make material recommendations on how 
it could be better. When we are out sailing, we try to 
simulate a racing environment because that is what 
most of our clients do. We have so many repeat cli
ents because they may only use that one sail that we 
made for them for one race. So everything must be 
perfect for them so we can keep their business.

WPP: What advice do you have for people want
ing to pursue this as a career?
CHESS: Learn as much about sailing as you can.
Get on a boat, learn, do — there is no school or de
gree program for this, so you have to take the initia
tive. Observe things like wind speed and temperature 
and look at how the boat reacts. Sewing and com
puter design also helps if you know one or both of 
them because you’ll have an easier time transitioning 
into what we do every day.
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Energy, water demands are on collision course
I ROBERTS. BOYD

McClatchy Newspapers

WASHINGTON - Like the 
old song, “Love and marriage, 
love and marriage . . . you can’t 
have one without the other,” so it 
goes with energy and water.

It takes a lot of water to pro
duce energy. It takes a lot of ener
gy to provide water. 'Ihe two are 
inextricably linked, and claims on 
each are rising.

“'Ihe water supply is as critical 
as oil,” said Charles Groat, a geol
ogist and expert on the problem at 
the University ofTexas in Austin. 

In return, “water use requires

Water essential to make energy
Water is needed for mining coal, drilling oil, refining gasoline and 
generating and distributing electricity. The amount of water needed 
to produce a gallon of fuel from corn and soybeans:

Water* required to produce 
.- about 60 lbs. (27 kg)** of crop;

Soy to biodiesel
1 bu. 1 gal.

6,200 gal. i (27 k) (4 I)
(23,500 1)

’Averages for ' li8F
irrigated crops J/x

Soy Fuel

2,200 gal. Corn to ethanol
(8.3001) 1 bu. 2.7 to 4.7 gal.

**- 1'A

(27 k) (10-18 I)

t
Corn Fuel

Olympic pool holds about 648,000 gal. (2.5 million liters)
“Equal to approximately one bushel

Source: U.S. Department of Energy Graphic: Lee Hufteng, Judy Treible © 2008 MCT

a tremendous amount of energy,” 
said Peter Gleick, the president of 
the Pacific Institute for Studies in 
Development, Environment and 
Security in Oakland, Calif.

As the United States tries to 
lower its dependence on foreign 
oil by producing more energy 
from domestic sources such as 
ethanol, however, it’s running low 
on fresh water.

Water is needed for mining 
coal, drilling for oil, refining gas
oline, generating and distributing 
electricity, and disposing waste, 
Gleick said.

“The largest use of water is to 
cool power plants,” he said at a

panel of experts on “The Global 
Nexus of Energy and Water” in 
Boston last month.

According to Vince Tidwell, a 
water-management expert at the 
Sandia National Laboratory in Al
buquerque, N.M., more than 40 
percent of the water that’s with
drawn from rivers, lakes and wells 
is used for energy. The rest goes 
mainly for irrigation.

Most of the water used for en
ergy is returned to its source, but 
by then it’s often heated or pol
luted and of lesser value.

As a result, “increased use of 
brackish or degraded water may 
be required in some areas,” the 
Energy Department warned Con
gress in a report last year. -

Conversely, vast amounts of 
energy are needed to pump, trans
port, treat and distribute water.

For example, the California 
State Water Project, which pumps 
water over the Tehachapi moun
tains to the Los Angeles Basin, is 
“the largest single use of energy in 
California,” Gleick said.

Heating water to wash dishes 
or clothes or to take a shower is a 
greedy consumer of energy.

“Running a hot water faucet 
for five minutes is the equiva
lent of burning a 60-watt light 
bulb for 14 hours,” Gleick said. 
“Maybe the best way to save en
ergy is to save hot water.”

Most historic battles over 
water have come from the de
mands of agriculture for scarce

supplies in arid regions. But the 
energy sector’s needs are begin
ning to affect water policy and 
vice versa.

Gleick cited these examples: 
1116 Tennessee Valley Author
ity had to reduce the output 
from a nuclear power plant to 
avoid overheating the Tennessee 
River. London rejected a pro
posed water-desalinization plant 
because it would use too much 
energy. Amsterdam had to build 
wind turbines to generate energy 
before it could build a desaliniza
tion plant in the Netherlands.

One difficulty is that there’s 
no high-level authority to coordi
nate energy and water usage. At 
least 20 federal agencies, along 
with a multitude of state and 
local governments, have a hand 
in matter.

“No one is in charge,” said 
Groat, a former director of the 
U.S. Geological Survey in Wash
ington. “Energy planners as
sume we will have enough water. 
Water planners assume will have 
enough energy.”

The problem is going to get 
worse, according to Michael 
Webber, a mechanical engineer at 
the Center for International En
ergy and Environmental Policy, a 
policy-research group of scientists 
and engineers at the University of 
Texas in Austin.

“Future fuels are likely to be 
very water-intensive,” he said. 
“They all require a lot of water.”

For example, driving one mile 
on ethanol consumes 600 gal
lons of water to irrigate the corn 
from which it’s made, Webber 
said in an e-mail. Even plug-in 
hybrids, which are touted as the 
most efficient way to power elec
tric cars, need to withdraw 10 
gallons of water for every mile 
traveled, he said.

“Instead of miles per gallon of 
gasoline, we’re switching to gal
lons of water per mile,” he said.

Unfortunately, water supplies 
are shrinking even as energy de
mands increase.

“Climate concerns and de
clines in groundwater levels sug-

- gest that less fresh water, not 
more, may be available in the fu
ture,” according to “Energy De
mands on Water Resources,” an 
Energy Department report pub
lished last year.

“Available surface water sup
plies have not increased in 20 
years, and groundwater tables 
and supplies are dropping at 
an alarming rate,” the report 
says. “Some regions have seen 
groundwater levels drop as much 
as 300 to 900 feet over the past 
50 years.”

“If we’re switching from for
eign oil to domestic water, we’ve 
got to make sure we’ve got it,” 
Webber said.

The Energy Department’s re
port “Energy Demands on Water 
Resources”: www.sandia.gov/en- 
ergy-waterZcongress_report.htm
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The black truth
We protect our children because they are the future, and without 

children we cannot survive. But every day our children are subjected 
to such dangers as mercury, sulfur dioxide, lead and arsenic. We all 
know the dangers associated with these heavy metals: birth defects, 
cancers, mutations and death. The proprietors and generators of 
these scary poisons are not terrorists, but our own thirst for energy.

When coal is burned, it releases millions of particles into the at
mosphere, and these particles include some very harmful heavy met
als. We wouldn’t think twice about letting our children play with lead 
paint chips or a broken mercury thermometer, but data from the 2000 
U.S. Census shows that right here in Michigan there are 1.9 million 
children who live within 30 miles of a coal fired power plant.

One of the heavy metals released into the atmosphere when coal 
is burned is mercury. According to the EPA, “Mercury is a toxic, 
persistent pollutant that can impair cognitive and motor skills and 
reproductive, immune, and endocrine systems in children.” When 
mercury is released into the atmosphere, it condenses and falls back 
to earth as rain, and then absorbed into the water table.

Michigan did not formally recognize the need to control mercu
ry from coal-fired power plants until 2005. In a report entitled Mer
cury Electrical Utility Workgroup Final Report, the workgroup made 
suggestions regarding the need to significantly reduce the amount of 
mercury that is released into the atmosphere by burning coal. The 
work group also established that 41 percent of the mercury in Michi
gan’s lakes and rivers was from coal-fired power plants. This was the 
first time that the correlation was officially made between coal burn
ing and higher levels of mercury contamination in the Great Lakes.

Michigan is a state with a serious identity crisis as far as energy 
goes. While Governor Granholm is making speech after speech tout
ing Michigan as an environmentally friendly state, our own De
partment of Environmental Quality has four approved and three 
pending applications for new coal-fired power plants. Traverse City 
Light and Power is currently planning to become a partner in a new 
windfarm in Charlevoix - and two new coal-burning plants.

This sort of thinking will not only eliminate any hope of chang
ing our energy sources in the future, but will leave us in the energy 
dark ages for years to come. Michigan has 19 coal-fired power plants, 
but has not built one in over 20 years. According to the Public Ser
vice Commission, by 2012, Michigan will need at most 1000 more 
megawatts of power to support our economic growth.

Last Fall, in her weekly radio address, Governor Granholm said 
that “exciting things are happening in Michigan in the alternative en
ergy industry, and the potential for growth is unmatched in this coun
try.” She is right about the potential for growth. However, if Michigan 
becoming a coal-fired electricity producer for the rest of the country is 
what she means by exciting things happening, you can count us out.

Coal power is the most economically feasible fuel because we 
have an abundance of the stuff here in the United States. There are 
technologies that reduce the amount of pollution coal burning gen
erates, most notably the “Integrated Gasification Combined Cycle” 
(IGCC), a process that burns the coal at a very high temperature in 
a specially designed boiler. The exhaust is the run through a series of 
filters and condensed into a type of sludge that can be buried. Two 
out of the four approved plants to be built in Michigan will use this 
new technology. Though it may reduce the amount of pollution that 
is generated by burning coal, a reduction no matter how significant 
is not the answer, only a Band-Aid.

The facts about coal burning are scary, and it is scarier still that 
we are continuing to use it as a primary energy source. No one will 
tell you that light cigarettes are better for you, so why do we have 
groups telling us that coal can be cleaned up? If we really want to be 
the leader in alternative energy, why are considering these new coal 
plants, let alone approving them?

The opportunity is here to make significant change in the way 
we generate energy. We have an obligation to our natural heritage to 
change the direction.

THOMAS SHELDER
Special to the Press

IN RESPONSE TO POLITICAL SEX SCANDALS, THE 
U-S DEVELOPED SENDER-NEUTRAL SUPEPr 
intelugentropots to
RUN GOVERNMENT 
AT ALL LEVELS.

THESE MACHINES APE PROGRAMMED To BE TOTALLY 
DEVOID OF SEXUAL AWARENESS. THEY HAVE GUIDED

UNTIL NCW. ITGRIEVES ME. TO REVEAL THE SORDID 
RESULTS OF OUR SURVEILLANCE'. YOU MATED WITH

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

In response to the "NMC Identity Crisis" 
article in the last issue:

I have had a personal interest in a mascot on 
campus aside from that tree that adorns every sign, 
letterhead, newspaper name and swag item you can 
find on campus. I don’t really have anything against 
the majestic white pine - heck, there’s even a Face- 
book group out there called “Proud to be a Two- 
Year Pine Tree” - but maybe we could stand to look 
more aggressive.

In fact, the buffalo, a mighty, fast and rugged 
creature can be found on campus often, if you look 
hard. Sure enough, there’s one stamped on the con
crete on the way to the library, Oleson’s buffalo 
plushies can be found on staff desks. The NMC 
Barbecue slaps the critter on its tickets and tees. 
And we even have a building on campus called, 
what else, the Oleson Center! It’s time we got a 
mascot like that!

I used to speak with Gordon Niemi as a business 
representative to the SGA board when I first came 
to campus. He seemed to think an official mascot 
would be a great idea. The SGA was gearing up for

our first actual “Spirit Week”, probably in forever, 
at the time. He suggested that we could even get 
away with a tree costume if it had something like 
squirrel in it, and either could be the real mascot. 
But it wasn’t meant to be, and the costume didn’t 
get made.

Certainly we don’t need a sports team to need a 
mascot or have a spirit week, but a large, costumed 
Chatterin’ Squrrel or Stamping Buffalo would be an 
excellent idea in my mind.

I come to remember mascots of my local high 
schools when I lived downstate: the brave North
ern High Nights (the mascot was the knight chess 
piece, actually) and the Salem High Rocks (yes, 
the stone; ironically Plymouth High was right next 
door) might be battling it out on the football field. 
Mascots, gotta love 'em!

*These opinions are my own and do not neces
sarily reflect those of the SGA.

WILL BURGESS
SGA Board Member

------------ WRITE US A LETTER

OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts let
ters to the editor from members of the col
lege and community. Letters should be less 
than 400 words, typewritten, and signed 
with your name, address and phone number. 
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, 
spelling and length. Opinions expressed are 
not necessarily those of The White Pine 
Press staff or any college employee.

—

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press 
Letters to the Editor 
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686 

BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com

BY FAX: (231)995-2110
YY„ <Y

__________________________________
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What is your "dream" Spring Break vacation?
"Hot sand, Mojito in 
hand, no particular 
place to be."

STEFF SHEFFER, 29
Nutrition

"I usually spend spring break 
studying, but I would like to 
travel to San Francisco, New 
York or Chicago."

"Skiing out west where 
my son lives."

MICHAEL EMERSON, 51
Philosophy and English 
Composition Instructor

"In nature where it's 
not cold."

SUSAN KOPKA,
"NIFTY FIFTIES"
Drawing and Photography 
Jnstructor

BARBARA BRAGGI, 37
Business Administration

"Down in Georgia, 
in the water."

VICTOR DRAINE, 18,
English and Political 
Science

"Orlando and 
Daytona."

KYLE DENNY, 21
Business Administration

SDUflD BVTE5
"I guess my girl wasn't meant to have 3-D breasts." LANE 
JENSEN, Canadian tattoo artist, who augmented the buxom cowgirl tattoo 
on his left calf with real silicone implants underneath the breasts. However, 
Jensen's body rejected the treatment and the fluid had to be drained.

"I will eat Jews." ASSUD, a new Bugs Bunny-like character on 
the Gaza Television station Al-Aksa, recently introduced as a cartoon 
mascot for the Israel resistance campaign.

"How many ECOMOG soldiers did you eat?" COURTENAY 
GRIFFITH, defense lawyer for Joseph "Zigzag" Marzah, who was for
mer Liberian President Charles Taylor’s chief of operations. Marzah, 
under oath at the International Criminal Court explained how his sol
diers, with Taylor's approval, would decapitate captured enemies, . 
split, clean and then cook them. Marzah was instructed that enemies 
were no longer human beings, saying, "We throw your head away."

"Living in a cave is something else. I am very happy 
here." MEHMET TILKI, after 27 years of working in Adana, Turkey, 
has begun his retirement in the cave where he was born in the 
Hasankeyf region of Turkey. He has outfitted the cave with elec
tricity and even satellite TV.

"My thanks to you and all the others that together make 
this the greatest group of pedos ever to gather in one 
place." JAMES FREEMAN, an American who was apart of the ultra- 
sophisticated child pornography association "Mystikal." Authorities 
broke up the.ring indicting 12 Americans and recovering more than 
400,000 images and video files.

"It's not enough that I'm oppressed as an Arab in Jew
ish society. I'm oppressed as a queer in Arab society." THE
BRIDE, a 26-year-old, gay Arab-Israeli who works as a performance art
ist on the streets of Israel; he is called "The Bride" for his costume, a 
bloodied wedding dress, worn as he lip-synchs to political anthems.

"[The research involves] really bizarre and strange ex
periments with sheep and pigs and eggs. It's totally eso
teric; very strange indeed." DR. NICK GALES, head of Australia's 
delegation to the International Whaling Commission. Scientists have 
been analyzing Japanese research papers on whales, which include 
experiments such as cross breeding cows and whales and attempts 
to produce test-tube whale babies; the research is considered a veil 
so that Japan can continue its controversial whaling program.

Five years later: 
an Iraqi's view

I AU MARZOOK
The Institute for War & Peace Reporting (MCT)

BAGHDAD—Five years after the United States in
vaded Iraq and overthrew Saddam Hussein, it’s hard to 
see any progress in areas critical to the development of 
the country.

There is no sign of economic development. The 
country’s infrastructure is shattered, as is the spirit of its 
people. There is little optimism for the future. Instead, 
we are surrounded by fear, depression and violence.

I returned to Baghdad late last year and initially felt 
hopeful. My neighbors and friends were gone from my 
old neighborhood, but the violence was decreasing aryl 
security appeared to be improving.

But my optimism vanished the more I explored 
the capital. Unlike when I left several years ago, the

< city center is now surrounded by cement walls resem
bling a jail. Intended to protect its residents, the bar
riers succeed only in diminishing Baghdad’s former 
beauty and greatness.

And the change I witnessed isn’t just physical.
Fear has taken over the people, destroying the city’s 
social fabric.

No one dares to utter a controversial word in front of 
his friend or neighbors for fear that the individual may 
report him to a political party or militia.

When 1 tried to talk with one man about the current 
situation in the country, the man’s 19-year-old son inter
rupted, saying, “Please - we aren’t involved in politics.
We don’t know you or your party.”

When I assured him that speaking about issues was 
not political, he replied, “Everything now is political.”

Most Iraqis look exhausted, the years of tension and 
nervousness apparent on their faces. You can see it in

their eyes: they anticipate death at any moment; and 
around any corner.

People thank God when they arrive home safely to 
enjoy time with their families. But as night falls, the at
mosphere grows dark. Those without private generators 
sit in darkness, with electricity still in short supply. They 
worry that some militia or criminal gang will come under 
the cover of darkness to kill or kidnap them.

The random shooting one can hear every night in the 
capital only serves to deepen their fears.

The absence of law and order has forced Baghdad 
residents to adopt a survivalist mindset. Without jobs 
or the prospect of employment, many turn to crime 
just to survive.

For amusement, people watch the broadcast sessions 
of parliament. No one really believes that the lawmakers 
are there to defend their interests or protect their rights. 
After years of squabbling and inertia, many view the 
promised democratic process as a bad joke.

Most people’s bitterness is clear. Officials make prom
ises and speeches, but, having been lied to so often, Iraqis 
dismiss them. The politicians are considered liars, and 
the parliament powerless.

Five years after the fall of Saddam, what’s amazing 
is that there is so little to show for the suffering that the 
Iraqi people have endured.

ABOUT THE WRITER
Ali Marzook is a reporter in Iraq who writes for The Insti
tute for War & Peace Reporting, a nonprofit organization 
that trains journalists in areas of conflict. Readers may write 
to the author at the Institute for War & Peace Reporting, 48 
Grays Inn Road, London WC1X 8LT, U.K.; Web site:www. 
iwpr.net
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WMU is a great place to get ahead of the pack. When

you’re ready to make your next move, choose Western’ y r ' } ■ . .; /y- y'# , ’ '? ■ ; >
and be a Bronco, because a WMU student prepares for

success with engaged faculty, real-worid experience■ // •- ■■ ' / ' . ' /
and profs who are leaders in their fields. We’re proud of 

what we do here at Western. So are you ready to grab 

the reins? Then saddle up and do as a Bronco does.

• Among the top 100 
public universities 

in the U.S.

♦ One of the 20 largest
business programs 

in the nation.

• Transfer scholarships
available from 

$1,000 to $6,000.

Western Michigan University
WMU Admissions:
(269)387-2000

www.wmich.edu/admissions/transfer

Jesus and Me by Jason Bowen

COLLEGE STUDENTS ARE STILL INSANE!? 
MALLEABLE. THEY TEND TO NEED SHOCK 
OR TRAD9EDV TO PREVENT APATHY OR 

COMPLACENCY. PLUS. BETTER 
GET IT DONE HERE BEFORE HEAVI

Me and Al By Keith Warner

WPP
Hizashi

ii ©2008 Harry BJlss. Distributed by Tribune Media Services, Inc.

www.harrybiiss.com -7^

By Heather Tompkins

June

“Honey, let me call you back. I’m bored.”

~ by Jerry Marsh

*»
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, SZ Z\Z \ « ' / IS BURGEONINGAND YOUR WARDROBE SHOULD BE, TOO
On a quest to find your perfect spring style? Our fashion crew has tips to brighten up your closet with the latest trends

ALLISON PETERS
Press Editor-in-Chief

FOR THE GUYS
Guys should keep it simple when 
it comes to fashion this season, but 
dressing up a T'-shirt and jeans with a 
nice belt or watch is IN.

BARE NECK-LESSITIES
Necklaces are OUT this spring, 
so store away those beads and 
show off your light, flirty hairdos 
and dangly earrings.

SHORT AND SWEET
Cropped cardigans are IN 
this season, so for cooler 
days, cover up with a bright, 
fashionable sweater.

PRINT IT
Sassy prints are IN, whether 
you’re into pretty florals (pictured 
here) or mod, geometric prints.

Bright colors are all the rage for 
spring. Daisy yellows, tangerine orang
es, emerald greens (like this cute dress) 
and magentas are IN and make for the 
trendiest of trendy outfits.

PERFECT MATCH 1
Even though Jeanette is styl
ing in this assortment of 
trendy items, mismatching is 
OUT for spring, so keep it 
together and keep it chic.

HERE'S THE SKINNY
Skinny-fit jeans are IN, and so are 
wide-leg jeans, so find a style that 
suits your mood and body type for 
the ultimate jean.

WEDGING INTO STYLE
Although heels are IN this season and 
perfect for fancy dinners and nights 
on the town, try a pair of wedges to 
dress up your casual day look.

FLAT OUT
Flats like ballerina slippers 
are still IN - they’re comfort 
able and simple for almost 
any occasion. Press Photo/SARAH ZATOLOKIN

SPRINGING FOR SPRING
JEANETTE HAGBERG, 19, struts her stuff for the 
camera, showing off an eclectic collection of the 

latest spring fashion trends. Jeanette is a first-year
student at NMC and is majoring in Costume Design
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Press Photos/CHELSEA SCHULZ

Maggy London Dress: $118 
Necklace: $32 
Bracelet: $32 

Meeka Sandals: $30 
Total: $212

Shibes Heibel, 20, shows off his casual and comfortable 
style by shopping at Backcountry Outfitters.

Shibes is wearing:

Prana organic cotton tee: $30 
Prana Jeans: $75
Prana button up long sleeve: $60 
Patagonia Tech Web Belt: $26 
Total: $191

Callie Leaman, 19, shops at ML & 
Company for a more modern twist on 

the latest fashion trends.

Callie is

Chelsea Schulz, 19, shows her and eccentric 
style by shopping at Ella’s in downtown Traverse 
City.

Chelsea is wearing:

Vintage Blazer: $35 
Betsey Johnson blouse: $147 
Total: $182
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ASHLEY THORINGTON
Press Staff Writer

SPRING CHIC ‘08
Spring is just around the corner, which means your plain and dull-colored 

wardrobe needs to be pushed to the back of your closet. Spring fash ion 2008 is al l 
about bright colors! Fashion is taking a turn this spring from dreary to dazzling. 
While the flowers might not yet be blooming with vivid colors, you should start 
shedding some light on that washed-out wardrobe of neutrals.

IT’S ABOUT THE EXPERIENCE
Keeping your wardrobe up-to-date with the latest fashion trends can be hard to 

main tain, especially if one of your only shopping options is the ever-dreaded mall. 
No parking spots. Crowds of pepple pushing and shoving. Little to no customer 
service. Hours waiting in lines. Realizing what you bought is exactly same as dozens 
of others. Shopping can certainly be stressful and easily detested. For a less hectic 
shopping experience, great customer service, and unique but still trendy and fairly 
affordable selections, look no further than downtown Traverse City for the hottest 
of hot spots.

CALL FOR COLOR
If unique is what you want, unique is what you got! Ella’s boutique downtown 

is one of the only stores in Traverse City that offers both new and trendy clothing, 
along with one of a kind unique and vintage clothing.

For the spring season, follow the 
advice of Ellas owner Wendy Buhr- 
Dorman. “Pretty and bright colors 
are in,” she said, “but not neon.”
Dark, dull or washed-out colors are 
out, while colors like daisy yellow, 
tangerine orange, emerald green and 
magenta are in.
CHOOSE YOUR FIT

Lovers of the “skinny jean” style 
can smile, because they are still in for 
next season. Offsetting the skinny jean,
but still equally stylish, is the wide-leg pant.

“The wider the jean, the better,” said Buhr- 
Dorman. Since both styles are in, choose a shape 
that best suits your figure so you can show off what’s 
chic and your physique.

Jill

. ; ....

Will

HEEL OR NO HEEL?
Girls will be pleased to know that flats are still in for 

spring, and so are heels. To dress up an outfit, but still stay 
comfortable, try a pair of wedges.

“Wedges are all the rage for spring fashion,” said Buhr-

•»
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Dustin Gleason, 20

Striped Hoodie—Hot Topic 
Jacket—Hot Topic 
Pants—Hot Topic 
Glasses—Lens Crafters 
Shirt—JC penny 
Boots—Hot Topic 
Shoes—JC Penny

Ben Tompkins, 22

Shoes—Online 
Overcoat—Goodwill 
Pants—Goodwill 
Total $48.50

$25.00 
$40.00 
$50.00 

$200.00 
$15.00 
$60.00 
$30.00

Total $320.00

r o'

fc

42l »k5’

S4 beauty, fasbic

stunning, good look 

beauty. fashion, gor!.

stunning, f x>d lookii
beauty. fas oa, gorge

Qpiti 'Bling, { t taking

S'*1
* rang, £

gorges
)oking,

tty, fas

-

-orgeou.

f.
y,fas jeOUS,

Bg,g
, fas aits, a

g.g
fash \ aw<

r • g°* x. sp
ashio awes.

,goo .i|fc

Molly Shumar, 20

Blouse—Target 
Jeans—TJ Max 
Boots—Zappos.com 
Heart-patterned Scarf- 
Earrings—Hot Topic

Haircut—Epiphany Salon 
Makeup—Clinique

$20.00 
$10.00 
$40.00 

Target $10.00
$8.00

$35.00
$40.00

Total $163.00

$40.00
$5.50
$3.00

Press Photos/HEATHER THOMPKINS
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Dorman. For women who love 
feeling feminine but still want to 
keep to their own intricate and 
individual style, the options are 

endless at Ella’s.
DOWNTOWN MOD

For a mature and sophisticated
twist on the spring fashion trends, 

ML & Company is the place to 
p'"" shop. Although Ella’s carries countless 

|HF floral and “girly” trends that are in for 

this upcoming season, ML & Company 
HHHHHBF carries more of the chic and contemporary 

,'' . trends.
“Bright, geometric prints are very popular 

this season,” said Ann Owens, one of the owners 
of ML & Company. With both a modern and a retro 

selection, this store is a great place to find that perfect 
short little 60s dress that is on the list of the latest fashion 
trends. The collections and products offered in this store have 
more of a simple style, but the upbeat colors and patterns 
make it trendy.

“The mismatch look is out,” said Owens, so this store is a

great place for simple butt well put-together looks for spring. ML & Company is 
great for those who have a classic style but still want to be fashionable.

As for downtown shopping, Owens says: “Everybody wants a downtown, but if 
you don’t shop downtown and support downtown stores, you won’t get it.”

WHAT’S IN FOR THE GUYS
Guys need to be ready for the spring season trends, too! Luckily for the men, 

cool and casual is the latest trend. Keeping it simple but looking put-together 
is a must in the men’s fashion world this season. Dress up the basic T-shirt and 
jeans look by adding a belt or a watch to compliment the outfit. This is great 
for guys because they can keep up with the trends without looking or feeling 
like they tried too hard.

Backcountry Outfitters is a great source for guys to shop with style downtown. 
Aside from their outdoor equipment, they carry clothes that are perfect for creating 
the “cool and casual” look while still being comfortable.

KEEP IT PERSONAL
Personalized shopping is something that just doesn’t happen that often at 

the mall. For great customer service, personal attention, and unique clothing, 
downtown Traverse City is the only place to get it. It is the best place in 
Traverse City to prepare you for the brightness of the trends and fashion of the 
upcoming season!
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Dressing
green

I JESSE HO'ON
Press Staff Writer

Lately anything with the words 
"natural" or "organic" printed 
on the label has been all the rage. 
More and more commercials ate 
aired everyday that advocate the 
benefits of the all-natural lifestyle.

But what about the clothing 
industry? One of the least-known 
facets of the all-natural industry is 
the clothing sector, but it is soon to 
come bursting out onto the scene.

The majority of organic 
clothing sales are done online, 
but a major player can be found 
locally at Rooted to Nature in 
Elk Rapids. Their sole focus is to

provide nature-conscious cloth
ing to the area, and they have 
done so spectacularly.

The benefits of organic cloth
ing, surprisingly, are just as nu
merous as the benefits of organic 
food. From keeping harmful pes
ticides even further from our bod
ies, to preserving our farmlands so 
they will be capable of support
ing the nutritional needs of fu
ture generations, choosing organic 
clothing is yet another way to cre
ate a more sustainable way of life.

Cotton is one of the common 
natural fibers in clothing today, 
and its use can be traced back 
some 4500 years to the ancient 
Egyptians. Having always been 
produced naturally and without 
pesticides, there was never any rea
son to suspect cotton as a danger

to our health. Nowadays, however, 
pesticides are relied on to support 
cheap prices and mass production. 
Many of them were developed as 
toxic nerve agents during World 
War II, so it's not surprising that 
they have been linked to multiple 
forms of cancer.

The EPA considers seven of the 
15 pesticides used to promote cot
ton growth as “likely” or “known” 
human carcinogens. The World 
Health Organization estimates 
that die pesticides used on cot
ton poison three million and kill 
200,000 people annually. Farm
ers who need their jobs to sur
vive have no choice but to endure 

these harmful chemicals. Todays 
markets would make it im
possible for them to survive 
on a crop any smaller than 
their current output, mean
ing that one bug-infested acre 
would set them back for the 
entire year.

Kathy Montgomery from 
Rooted to Nature said, “In 
a consumer-based econ
omy, consumers have the 
power to buy organic and 
save lives. It is up to them 
to shape the industry in a 
healthy direction.”

According to a USDA 
study, conventionally-grown 
cotton uses only three per
cent of the worlds farmlands, 
but uses an astounding 25 
percent of the worlds chemi

cal pesticides.
It may not seem possible, but 

these pesticides don’t stay on the 
farms and outside our realm of 
worry. There are still enough pes
ticides in the clo thes we wear to 
absorb into our blood streams 
and accumulate. Cotton is a very 
water-intensive crop, which al
lows the excess pesticides to run
off into the lakes and streams and 
water tables near cotton farms.

In essence, the cotton indus
try is allowing toxic nerve agents to 
leach into our own soils and rest on 
our skin. Organic clothing is not 
only a new fad, but it is also a way 
to protect ourselves and the envi
ronment from harmful chemicals. 
Check out RootedtoNamre.com 
to learn more about organic cotton 
and other natural fiber products.

Recycle, reduce, 
reuse: your clothing
From Goodwill to Zany's to eBay 
jeans, used is the new.. .new

I MICHAEL HEIBEL
Press Staff Writer

If talk about economic recession, the war in Iraq 
and global warming have got you in a funk, ask your 
doctor about shopping. Side effects may include: 
debt, overdraft charges and long lines at the mall. 
Buying used clothes may reduce your risk.

Used clothing stores are a great option for those 
who are on a budget but still want to look fashion
able. We are especially lucky in the Traverse City 
area to have so many used clothing options. The key 
is to know which stores offer what you’re looking 
for; while some stores will have a lot of great mens 
shirts, they may lack woman’s dresses.

Goodwill is one of the most popular second
hand stores around, with everything from used 
pants to old microwaves. They offer an extraordi
narily wide selection of all types of clothes - they 
especially have a great inventory of men’s cloth
ing. A good shopping route for Goodwill starts at 
the men’s dress shirt section. Here you will find 
a lot of barely used Brooks Brothers and Ralph 
Lauren button-down shirts. There are also a lot of 
cool plaid shirts for those with an outdoor agenda. 
Next are the t-shirts: the best section, T-shirts are 
more than just something to wear under anoth
er shirt; they are a statement about who you are. 
Used t-shirts have slogans on them from years past 
that you generally don’t see anymore, which can 
make them trendy and retro. Be sure that when 
you visit Goodwill you bring
some of your unwanted clothes 
with you to drop off. Not only 
do you get a discount on the 
clothes you buy during that 
visit, but you are recycling them 
instead of throwing them away.
Even if your clothes aren’t put 
on the racks, they are sent to 
third world countries.

For both woman and men, a 
main shopping dilemma can be 
finding the right pair of pants.
Taking the time to find that per
fect fit can make all the differ
ence. It can be difficult to find 
the right pair of pants at a thrift 
store because you often need to 
try on a slew of different sizes 
until you find the right one; the 
sizes at thrift stores could date 
back a decade or two, back when 
the standard measurements were

T

a bit different than what they are now.
If you have gone to a store and have found your 

desired pair of jeans, take into consideration that 
you could buy them new for $80, or buy them 
used on eBay. Yes: you can buy used jeans on eBay. 
Simply type in the brand name, size and style, and 
you’ll more than likely find what you’re looking for. 
You will be able to view the jeans before you pur
chase them and read comments from other buyers 
about their transactions.

Zany’s, located on Randolph Street right behind 
Sleder’s, is a consignment boutique that specializes 
in woman’s clothes. The cool thing about this store 
is that you can bring your old clothes in and get 
money for them, while also buying new clothes at 
discount prices. Zany’s has a unique assortment of 
trendy clothes, perfect for those with a casual style. 
All clothes are washed and organized into sections, 
making the shopping experience pleasant and easy. 
Clothing that makes it to the rack is also free of 
rips, holes and stains, unlike many other used cloth 
ing stores. Although clothes found at Zany’s tend tc 
be more expensive than other used clothes, they are 
often better quality than clothes you might find at 
thrift stores - and, of course, Zany’s selection will 
always cost less than buying new clothes.

Purchasing used clothing helps to promote re
cycling while saving you money. Buying used is a 
great and viable option for anyone who wants to 
spend less and turn old trends into cool, retro looks 
- any time of the year.
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A SIMPLE, 
BLACK GLOVE
is no longer 
keeping its own
er's right hand 
warm. If you 
happen to only 
have one black, 
left-hand glove 
that looks iden
tical to this one, 
stop by the Lost 
and Found in the 
Communications 
office.

Techno tips to sell
your home

V TECHNO 
BABBLE

■
 TOM AUCH
Press Staff Columnist

If you’ve got
nothing

Dear Ashley,
I have been dating my boy

friend for six months now, and 
almost everything is going great. 
However, he wanted the pass
words to my MySpace, Facebook 
and email, and said that if I had 
nothing to hide, then there is no 
reason not to give them to him.
I don’t have anything to hide, so 
I gave him the passwords, but 
I feel like my personal space is 
being invaded. He checks all of it 
daily, and gets mad at me for stu
pid reasons. What should I do?
-In need of some privacy

Dear Privacy,

ASK
ASHLEY!

■ ASHLEY TH0RINGT0N
Press Staff Columnist

It sounds like this guy has some 
trust issues, to say the least. Of 
course, the beginning of a new 
relationship is generally exciting 
when you’re in the “puppy love” 
stage and your relationship prob
ably seemed perfect. Usually in 
these first few months, you two are 
doing everything together: going 
out on dates out to eat, meeting 
up between classes, talking on the 
phone for hours, or even doing 
nothing at all. But for most cou
ples, the puppy love stage has to 
eventually come to an end.

Two of the most important fac
tors of a healthy relationship are 
maintaining your own identity and 
trusting one another. But it seems

to hide...
like your boyfriend is dealing with 
insecurity or perhaps past failed 
relationships that are making him 
not trust you.

He is manipulating you into 
thinking that you are in the wrong 
for not wanting to give him your 
passwords, when, actually, you 
have every right to keep your pri
vate information private. Couples 
don’t have to share everything, and 
if that’s one thing that you are not 
comfortable sharing, then don’t let 
him take that away from you. You 
are 100 percent correct in feeling 
that your personal space is being 

invaded. Those ac
counts are yours and 
yours alone, and he 
should not expect you 
to share them.

Your boyfriend 
should trust you 
enough to know that 
you are not doing 

anything behind his back, but 
you should also communicate 
with him and let him know you 
feel invaded. If you are already 
having troubles with trust and 
communication early in a rela
tionship, the rest of it is set to be 
doomed. The fact that he checks 
your accounts daily is disturbing 
enough. Maybe you should be 
the one that doesn’t trust him.

Change your passwords to all 
of your accounts and let him know 
that it is your personal space. If he 
doesn’t respect this decision and 
still doesn’t trust you, then maybe 
it is time to re-evaluate the rela
tionship and move on. From the 
sounds of it, you don’t want some
one like that in your life, anyway.

Buying or selling real estate in Northern Michi
gan is challenging. There are so many resources, but 
one fact remains: to sell, you really need a licensed 
real estate agent to list your place. Even though 
technology has provided us with abundant resourc
es, when it comes to sales, the “insiders” have it, 
and the “insiders” are realtors.

These days, the Internet is where most people 
begin their search. Even though open-houses still 
generate leads, for the most part, buyers are found 
through the network of active agents and brokers 
perusing the internet.

With a house of my own up for sale right now,
I found out through my agent what they use along 
with a few techno tips on how they sell and buy.

When you list with a realtor, you get into the 
MLS listing service. This is the bread and butter list 
of the real estate world. The public doesn’t have ac
cess, but we do have Traverse Area Association of 
Realtors (TAAR), www.taar.com, who cover a five- 
county area including Grand Traverse, Leelanau, 
Antrim, Kalkaska and Benzie Counties. If it’s listed, 
you can find it in TAAR.. Search by MLS #, address 
or price. See images, specs, contact info and more.

According to many realtors, the best leads are 
coming in from the Internet, and the more pictures 
the better (contrary to some who think to make 
the customer call). Lou Anne Ford from Coldwell 
Banker Schmidt says, “I am confident the more im
ages the better.” If that’s true, then taking a good 
picture is critical.

Any camera can take a decent shot, but take this 
into account when snapping away. A camera with a

wide-angle lens is preferable. Expensive SLR’s (sin
gle lens reflex) with lenses can cost thousands, but 
there are some point-n-shoots out that take wide- 
angle shots.

The five MegaPixel Kodak v570, pocket-sized 
(thin and long) was the first digital camera to have 
two lenses built in. One is a 23mm wide-angle lens 
and the other a 39-117mm zoom for under $300.

Here’s a tip: take your pictures with warm, day 
sun (early or late) and avoid the flash. Flash makes 
your picture nice and clear, but it does nothing for 
atmosphere. It’s really important to use a tripod or 
set your camera on something steady and use the 
timer. Turn on warm, yellow lights or even use a 
candlelit room!

Custom web space: if you list with an agent 
or broker, they should have some Internet space 
for you, but you can try to set up you own web 
pages. You can buy a URL name and hosting space 
for under $50 (godaddy.com). I set up mine with 
237midtown.com.

Photo-slide shows are another option. Take the 
pictures yourself and host the images on a free site 
like Google’s Picasa, which presents the images in 
a slideshow like fashion with music optional. The 
realtor can then link into these custom sites from 
their company’s home pages.

Virtual Tours: usually for under a few hun
dred bucks, you can hire a professional to come 
out to your house and capture a virtual tour of 
your home. You can usually come out with some 
high-quality still photos of your homes as well. The 
downside is that many computers require plug-ins 
or higher system requirements.

Utilizing the latest technology can be tricky if 
you’re inexperienced. A good real estate agent can 
and should make some of this available to you as 
part of their marketing package at no cost. Unfor
tunately, many agents don’t have a marketing bud
get and simply list your home on the MLS.

By JERRY DOBEK NMC Astronomy Instructor
(for MARCH 24 THROUGH APRIL 6)

Bright Planets
Mercury and Venus will be less than two de

grees apart on the morning of March 24. Mercury 
is quickly lost in the glare of the Sun by the month’s 
end and returns to the evening skies by the end of 
April. Venus is slowly sinking in the East at sunrise. 
Try to catch the thin waning crescent Moon just 
above Venus about a half hour before the sun rises.

Eastern Promises
It’s time to “trade up” from our winter con

stellations to those of the spring. As Taurus,

Orion and Gemini fade to the western skies, we 
find Leo standing high in the South followed by 
Virgo and Bootes to the East. The “extra star” in 
Leo, slightly to the East, is Saturn. The Big Dip
per is now upside down, ready to pour out its 
spring rain.

The next Open House at the NMC Observa
tory will be Friday, March 28 from 9-11 p.m. 
Note the time change due to Daylight Savings 
Time. This will probably be your last chance to 
catch the Great Orion Nebula.

A,
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Nonreligious tol
erance

CALVIN MAISON
Press Staff Columnist

Submit your originalpoetry to whitepinepress@gmail.comfor a chance to 
win the WPP’s first-ever Poetry Contest beginning now through April 18. 
Up to two poems per poet. Possible prices TEA. Winning poetry will be 

published in the April 28 issue of the WPP. A Moment
Joyce Crockett

One of my daily habits is to peruse through the books near 
the entrance of Horizon Bookstore. It is one way to keep up on 
the current trends in society like, for example, how many movies 
were originally books.

Every once in a while there is a book that catches my eye, the latest one 
being The God Delusion by Richard Dawkins. This book has been on the 
New York Times Nonfiction Best Seller list for months with over a million 
copies sold in America. It has also been translated in 31 languages — not 
bad considering the book is all about not believing in something.

Even though atheists do not believe in a supernatural intelligence, 
they do believe in getting the word out, and there are a growing number 
of websites, such as www.whywontgodheamputees.com, that encourage 
the reader to address and be challenged by the questions raised by atheism. 
The very feet that a book dealing with atheism are making it on the New 
York Times Best Seller list is a definite sign of the changing times.

I was discussing this book with my agnostic-kind-of-leaning-to- 
wards-atheism-yet-somewhat-spiritual friend, Chloe Boudjalis, and 
she said, “I would like to think that if someone presented concrete 
evidence of the existence of God, nothing in my life would change.”

As much as Catholics, Jews, Muslims and other religious people have 
faced unjustified discrimination in the past and present, the nonreligious 
have faced the same problem for no good reason. Atheists and agnostics 
alike have been categorized as immoral or hedonists by many Christians. 
Some religious folk may say it is impossible to have a code of morality 
without religion, but often they forget the spiritual side of people.

“Religion is God waving a finger saying ‘don’t do that,” said 
Boudjalis. “Spirituality is just common sense on how to treat other 
human beings decently as.”

One well-known atheist who faced a tremendous amount of prejudice 
in his homeland for being Jewish and was then sent hate mail for not be
lieving in God while in America was Albert Einstein. Contrary to popular 
belief, or at least contrary to my junior high home school education, Ein
stein was not a “religious” person in the traditional meaning of the word.

He once said, “I am a deeply religious nonbeliever. This is a some
what new kind of religion.”

The Founder of the Calvary Tabernacle Association in Oklahoma 
wrote Einstein a letter in which he told Einstein to take his “blasphe
mous tongue” back to Germany along with his “crazy, fallacious the
ory of evolution.” At the time of this letter, Germany was under the 
leadership of Adolph Hitler, and they were having a Holocaust. So 
this letters implications are quite obvious.

Even today, search for, “why does god hate amputees” and you 
will find article after article decrying this website. Even though the 
authors intention was to spark dialogue, there is no need for hate 
websites dedicated to'tearing apart this literature. When religious 
people publish a book or start a website about God, people do not 
have a call to intellectual arms claiming it is a subversive attack on 
atheist belief. No, people simply talk about it rationally.

Roland Barthes, a literature critic, said, “Literature is the question 
minus the answer.”

That is what most of these literary works by atheists are doing. 
They present the question: “What if there really is no such thing 
as the supernatural?” A video promoting The God Delusion simply 
states in the beginning, “Imagine no religion, no crusades, no suicide 
bombings.” At the end it simply asks that you “join the debate.”

Join the “debate,” not the intellectual war, and enter into a 
thoughtful conversation about the presence of the supernatural.

A moment forever suspended in my mind 
Unable to free myself of it’s capture 
Running from the whispers of ‘what ifs’
Searching for a peace to comfort the restlessness in 
my soul.
As morning puts to sleep the night, I watch drop
lets of water
Form on a blade of grass. The quiet, consumes me 
as I look
Across the field; the mist hovering close to the 
ground
Begins to lift, preparing for the touch of the sun’s 
warm rays.
I notice a field mouse scurrying to it’s home 
Burrowed deep within the earth after a night of 
feeding
I think for a moment what it would be like to be 
him
So far removed from the complications of human 
emotion.
“Normal” as I knew it to be in my life is no more 
Broken and anguished; brought to my knees by this 
inconsolable pain,
My heart cries out for what once was but, can never 
be again
All I have left to sustain me, are my sweet,

beautiful memories.
The veil that protected my mind, and my realities 
open
Out of the depths of my grief, my vision becomes 
refocused
My priorities shift and my mind grasps for a touch 
of calm
I want “normal” in my life again, I want to go on 
and I want to live again. .
I know that it will never be what it once was but, 
life can still be lived
Precious little hands, beautiful little voices, inno
cent eyes looking up at me
Give me the first steps on the path of this journey 
called my life
A fulfillment that I have never known, greets me 
with each new morning.
The moment suspended in my mind forever will 
never be silenced
The words eternally etched in my memory will 
never slumber
The pain I have endured and the lessons I have had 
to learn never far
From my thoughts.. .but the music goes on and life 
within me begins to stir.
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NMC Players present Macbeth
I NATHAN KAINSTE

Press Staff Writer

If you have found yourself on the second floor 
of Scholars Hall around 12:30pm on a Tuesday or 
Thursday afternoon this semester, you may have seen 
cast members like Joe Van Wagner and Jeanette Hag- 
berg rehearsing lines for Play Productions perfor
mance of Shakespeare’s Macbeth.

Van Wagner stars as Lord Macbeth, while Hagberg, 
who is also the assistant director and costume coordina
tor for the play, takes a lead as Lady Macbeth.

Instructor Chris Pittinos will direct the per
formance. Students in the class produce the play 
in every aspect both on stage and backstage. The 
class generates its own budget and creates its own 
props, set and costumes.

Pittinos describes the play as “a war between de
terminism and free will in which determinism is 
triumphant.” The title characters are aggressively en
trepreneurial and, according to Chris, this makes the 
story extremely relevant to the American perspective. 
Young actors can relate to the characters in Macbeth 
because much of their evil may be attributed to their 
suddenly being thrust into the limelight by King 
Duncan. Pittinos says these characters offer what 
may be to some students the role of a lifetime.

“It takes a special kind of person to pretend to 
murder another person,” says Pittinos, and it is a 
special opportunity to act such a part.

Pittinos chose Macbeth for its relative brevity (it 
is Shakespeare’s shortest tragedy) and for its excellent 
representation of Renaissance thought. Macbeth is a 
story in which people ultimately become faced with 
the consequences of their actions. The tide characters 
suffer a downward psychological spiral as soon as they 
start their insane killings. Pittinos explains that they 
do not eat or sleep and they even begin to hallucinate 
as the walls of their sanity break down.

Van Wagner sits in the hallway opposite the stage 
going over lines with Hagberg. Ironically, he is wear
ing Macbeth brand sneakers. This will be Van Wag
ner’s second stage performance, after his lead role as 
Chief Bromden in One Flew Over the Cuckoos Nest

Press photo/JULIE KNAUSS

last semester. He says that Macbeth’s intense char
acter depth has had him finding all kinds of ways to 
memorize lines and get into character. Since Lord 
Macbeth is such a famous role that has been played 
by countless actors, VanWagner is constantly being 
told by anyone and everyone exactly how they think 
he should play the part.

Lady Macbeth is a very deep character as well, but 
not one so easily pitied. Hagberg explains that she has 
merely two lines before her character “becomes evil.”
In Biblical tradition, Lady Macbeth is the Jezebel who 
drives Lord Macbeth to his evil deeds. “Her evil catches 
up to her at the end,” says Hagberg. It may seem like a 
lot of work to co-star, coordinate costuming and assis
tant direct, but Hagberg admits that she asked to take 
on the backstage responsibilities, assuming she wouldn’t 
get the part of Lady Macbeth. It seems that as a result of 
her enthusiasm, she has her work cut out for her.

James Saddler is sitting near the theater room, 
headphones in, nonchalantly reading over his lines. 
He plays Macduff, the foil to Macbeth’s schemes. It 
is the role he wanted, and he appreciates its depth. 
After participating extensively in high school the
atre, Saddler recommends the NMC class, say
ing that he thoroughly enjoyed the experience. He 
hopes to put some of his fencing experience to use 
during his climactic duel with Lord Macbeth.

Everyone who wants an onstage role receives a part 
and most students end up taking the class multiple 
times. To provide for this, the class is offered on Tues
days and Thursdays from 1-3 p.m. asTHR211,212, 
213, 214 and even as an independent study course 
after that if necessary. Pittinos also instructs an acting 
class that meets from 10:15 to 12:15 on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. It is possible to work toward a theater major 
at NMC, seeing as these classes are usually transferable.

This semester the play production class enrolls 
22 students. Large class sizes like this make Shake
speare’s works ideal.

Macbeth will be performed in Scholars Hall, room 
217 on Friday, April 18 at 7 p.m., Saturday, April 19 
at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. and Sunday, April 20 at 2 p.m. 
Ticket prices are $7 for students, $10 for adults.

Press photo/JULIE KNAUSS

TWISTS OF FATE Joe VanWagner, 23, and Jeanette Hag
berg, 19, rehearse a scene as Lord and Lady Macbeth for 
the NMC Players' performance of the Shakespeare tragedy 
to take place Friday, April 18 through Sunday, April 20.

DIRECTING A 
CLASSIC: Play Pro
duction Instructor and 
Director Chris Pittinos 
looks over his script 
while the students 
perform their lines on 
stage. Shakespeare's 
dialogue is psycholog
ically demanding and 
must be performed 
accurately in its entire
ty for a successful and 
memorable perfor
mance. Macbeth is not 
only a favorite among 
the students, but it is 
also one of Pittinos' 
favorite Shakespeare 
productions.

*
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"Videodrome"
Max Renn (James Woods) is the 

owner of a cable channel specializ
ing in “soft-core porn and hardcore 
violence.” While trying to find new 
programming, he stumbles across 
Videodrome, a program composed of 
nothing but torture, murder and mu
tilation. As he searches for the source 
of the footage, his life and his mind 
begin to unravel. Videodrome shows 
David Cronenberg at his absolutely

hizarre best. There is no film to compare it to. Videodrome could 
very well be the weirdest movie ever made.

New on DVD

‘The Bank Job” 
steals the audience

Tin Man

I ABRAHAM MORRISON
Press Staff Columnist

In 1971 the “walkie-talkie robbers” perpetrat
ed the largest bank heist in British history, mak
ing off with more than three million pounds. 
Four days after the theft occurred, the robbery 
suddenly disappeared from the media. No one 
has been able to find out why — until now.

Director Roger Donaldson's fictionalized ac
count of the events that surrounded the raid an
swers all those questions. It confirms suspicions 
that there was a vast conspiracy surrounding the 
robbery. Was the local mafia involved? Yes. Corrupt 
police? Yes. MI-5? You better believe it.

In The Bank Job, Terry Leather (Jason Statham) 
is a hardworking family man and petty crook that 
just can’t seem to get ahead. With mafia goons ha
rassing him over debts he can’t afford to pay, an 
old friend named Martine Love (Saffron Burrows) 
proposes he rob the safety deposit boxes at the 
London Baker Street Bank.

At first he’s skeptical, but eventually agrees to 
take on the job and recruits a group of trusted 
friends to help pull it off. What he doesn’t know 
is that Martine is working for MI-5, and the real 
motivation for the heist is a collection of scan
dalous photos depicting a member of the royal 
family in a group sex romp.

It all sounds ridiculous, and admittedly, it 
is. However, it would be a mistake to place The 
Bank Job in the same category as Statham films 
like War and Crank. InThe Bank Job, Statham 
shows that he can indeed act, and that he’s really 
quite good at it. That may be hard to believe, but 
I assure you: it’s true.

Statham isn’t the only member of the crew

that turns out a solid performance. The en
tire cast, besides him, was made up of actors I 
had never heard of, but every one of them was a 
champ. They supplied the quirk, wit and emo
tional energy needed to make The Bank Job more 
than just another heist film. Don’t get me wrong, 
the Academy should not and will not keep this 
movie in mind when the awards season rolls 
around next year. It was made strictly for enter
tainment, and it succeeds easily.

I haven’t had so much fun watching people 
steal money since The Italian Job. It has memo
rable characters, a frenzied pace, and a lurid plot 
that could have been ripped
straight from a tabloid - add 
some popcorn and a hand
ful of friends, and you 
have a foolproof recipe 
for a good time.

L. Frank Baum’s The Wonder
ful Wizard ofOz has been re-visit
ed in the sci-fi channel mini-series 
Tin Man. However, it is much more 
akin to that of a sequel then a re
make. In this version, Azkadellia 
(the Wicked Witch) has destroyed 
the once beautiful Oz and left it a 
dark and decrepit place for her to 
rule. But when DG (Dorothy Gale)

magically arrives to Oz and meets Glitch (Scarecrow), Cain 
(Tin Man) and Raw (Lion), they begin their journey down the 
yellow brick road. Azkadellia realizes her reign over Oz may be 
at its end. Tin Man is filled with the same heart and energy of 
the original, and yet it maintains
a darker and more abrasive tone 
throughout the series. With beau
tiful visuals and a stunning story,
Tin Man is bound to keep the 
viewer engaged. Starring Zooey 
Deschanel, Alan Cumming, Neil'
Mcdonogh and Richard Dreyfuss.

★★★

The State of Things

"King Corn" 
special 
screening 
at the State

The Great Lakes Bioneers are 
hosting a special presentation of the 
film King Corn at the State The
atre on March 31 at 7:30 p.m. King 
Corn is a documentary about two

friends and the crop that fuels our fast food culture. Co-pro
ducer Ian Cheney will be in attendance and will also be avail
able for questions in special reception at Serenity Tea Bar and 
Cafe from 5:30-7 p.m. So come and find out what’s really in the 
food you’re eating.
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She & Him:
exception to the rule?

Devotchka needs its faithful 
to bear the madness

I JUSTIN DRABEK
Press A&E Editor 

Actress/singer Zooey Descha
nel [Elf, All the Real Girls) and 
Man Ward (who performs under 
the name M. Ward) met while 
recording a song for the Mar
tin Hynes film The Go-Getter, 
upon which Deschanel casually 
informed Ward
that she wrote 
and recorded her 
own music in her 
spare time. After 
much persuasion,
Ward was finally 
able to hear her 
demos. Shortly 
thereafter, She &
Him was born.

The “She” is
Deschanel, who wrote the songs 
(minus two covers and a collabo
ration song with actor/Coconut 
Records’ Jason Schwartzman), 
sings lead vocals and plays piano. 
M. Ward, the “Him” is the pro
ducer and guitar player. And, 
yes, he sings a little bit as well.

The newfound collaboration 
between the artists works. Musi
cally, it is a sonic place where the 
listener wants to dwell and get 
lost. Although it only clocks in at 
37 minutes total for its 12 songs 
and one bonus track, “Volume 
One” is a record that will be good 
for repeat listens.

“My eyes are so bleary/I guess 
I’m young, but I feel so weary” 
are the lyrics Deschanel sings 
on “Black Hole,” a song about 
love. It’s a song with a genuine 
1950s sound - back when things 
seemed more innocent and ro
mance was on the airwaves. The 
record makes you feel like you

have traveled back in time. Each 
song is a pop replica of days long 
since past, but nothing feels con
trived. This is as authentic as it 
gets when it comes to music.

Deschanel may be an actress 
by day, but one could hardly 
consider her musical career as 
“moonlighting.” Her fresh take 

to music is not 
an excuse be
cause she has the 
money. She is the 
real deal - all she 
needed to prove 
this was the right 
guide, and she 
found “Him.”

M. Ward, 
the Portland- 
based trouba

dour, pulled out all the stops 
by bringing in seasoned musi
cal veterans to record the album. 
Drummer Rachel Blumberg 
(The Decemberists) adds her fa
miliar beat while Saddle Creek 
Producer and Bright Eye’s Mike 
Mogis mixed the record, also 
Paul Brainerd added the perfect 
amount of Lap Steel. Top off 
that list with beautiful violin ar
rangements written by Ward and 
performed by DeVotchka’s Tom 
Hagerman, creating what could 
be one of the best backing band 
line-ups ever.

She & Him work well to
gether as an entity, almost as 
if the fates had aligned the day 
when Martin Hynes called in 
M.Ward to be a part of his film 
project. “Volume One,” hope
fully, is just that - the first in
stallment of more pure and 
influential music by two won
derfully talented individuals.

■ JOHN PARKER
Press Managing Editor

Best known for their contributions to the “Litde 
Miss Sunshine” soundtrack, Devotchka has returned 
with “A Mad and Faithful Telling” released March 
18. Largely a musical exercise on the band’s part, die
hard fans should be on board, while fans of 2004’s 
“How It Ends,” where most of the “Little Miss Sun
shine” soundtrack originated, might be turned off.

Devotchka has always had a strong Eastern Euro
pean (read “Bohemian”) influence, and on “How It 
Ends,” that influence was successful, adding to their 
overall genius. The fusion of sounds lets one say, “I am 
listening to something new.” But on “A Mad and Faith
ful Telling” the Bohemian persuasion is so strong that 
one comes to expect to see gypsies dancing down the 
street ahead of a wandering caravan. The elements are 
forced upon us as if the band were saying, “Look what 
we can do, over and over and over...”

This is an album that should make people happy

for iTunes—songs you can buy without having to 
purchase the whole album. Track six, “Translitera- 
tor,” has already jumped out as the top song from 
the album, and for good reason: it is the only com
prehensive track.

“You better mean what you say/Why don’t you 
say what you mean?/I never get anywhere/I get the 
space in between,” sings front man Nick Urata with 
his velvety goodness. What is great about this song 
is the sigh of relief one has that Devotchka has not 
completely disappeared into its Bohemian trysts.

“Undone” is the next buyable track: a romantic 
ballad reminiscent of a gondola ride in Venice with 
some added Devotchka pesto at the end.

Fans of Beirut’s “The Flying Club Cup” will love 
track three, “The Clockwise Witness.”

Track ten, “A New World,” is a fine buy; it’s the 
last track on the album that manages to fuse all the 
elements together into that sound and message we 
love: Devotchka.

Elf Power
“In a Cave”
March 25

R.E.M.
“Accelerate
April 1

Unwed
Sailor
“Little Wars’
April 1

Moby
“Last Night”
April 1
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TRAVERSE HEALTH*

Clinic & Coalition
HIV COUNSELING &

ANONYMOUS « DONATION ONLY
SAME BAY RESULTS■NHBH ...

1 ATTENTION!!!
I You need an HIV Test if:
|i > You are a Man who has 
I sex with Men (MSM)

I > You are a Man or Woman who 
J has used Injectable Drugs (IDU)

K > You are a sexual partner of an 
|| HIV positive person, MSM or IDU

> You are a person who has 
exchanged sex for money, 
drugs, food, or a place to sleep

> You have never had an HIV test

Is something coming 
up that you want in 
the calendar? Email 

us at whitepine- 
press@gmail.com, or 
call us at (231)995- 

1173.

SCHEDULEY01
231-935-0668

3147 Logan Valley Road 
(across from Logan's Landing) 

TRAVERSE CITY, Ml

r
NEW NMC SERVICE
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(lick on "Personal Info"

DELETE s OK
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NMC SECURITY TIP LINE

231-995-1116
NOTE: CALLS TO 231 -995-1 I 16 ARE COMPLETELY CONFI

DENTIAL IF YOU CALL FROM OFF CAMPUS OR USE A 
CELL RHONE,YOUR TIP WILL BE ANONYMOUS.

Campus Services depends on your help to prevent 
crime and spot problems or violations at Northwestern 
Michigan College. You may see something or know something that 
solves a major crime, saves someone's life or makes your community a 
better place for everyone. Campus Services can help, but we. need a 
place to start. You can cal! our confidential tip line at 231 -995-1116.

No information is too small or unimportant for the 
NMC Security Tip Line. Please describe the location of the-inci
dent and any details you can provide about the person and the circum
stances. Campus Services will follow up on ALL tips- you provide. We 
will NOT contact you, unless you want us to.

Providing your name and phone number on the NMC Security Tip 
Line is optional, but very helpfal. If we have questions, we may want to 
contact you later by phone, e-mail or by any method you choose, if 
you" leave your name, please use your real name, phone number/and 
e-mail address.

If a crime or other suspicious activity is in-progress, call 
911 or (231)883-9099. If you are the victim of a crime, 
call 231-883-9099.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP 
AND FOR HELPING OTHERS!

Night at the Opera
The Met in TC: "Peter Grimes" on the big screen

I CALVIN MAIS0N
Press Staff Columnist

In my never-ending quest to feel richer than I really am, I decided 
to head to the State Theater to catch Benjamin Brittens opera “Peter 
Grimes.” These shows are broadcasted live from the Metropolitan 
Opera in high definition to select theaters across the world.

This was my first time watching an opera, so I had no clue what 
to expect. But what I saw and heard blew my mind away. The singers 
were fantastic; there were plenty of times where I could not compre
hend how smoothly they flowed through the lines.

While the “Peter Grimes” opera is a very dark tale, there were 
plenty of moments where I found myself helplessly chuckling. The 
comical relief in this opera was priceless. The actors really did make 
watching “Grimes” a very entertaining experience.

However, a key aspect that made the opera come alive was the or
chestra. In one of the transitions between scenes, there is a storm ravag- - 
ing a small fishing village. All the actors are backstage, so the orchestra is 
the main focus. I am not exacdy sure how, but when the orchestra was 
playing, the instruments conveyed a very sharp image of that storm. It 
was incredible, even though I still have no idea how they did it.

On top of that, during these breaks between scenes, viewers were 
able to watch the maestro in action, which was extremely interesting to 
watch for someone who knows almost nothing about classical music.

During intermissions, the hostess takes the audience behind the 
scenes and interviews key people involved with the production.
Some of the people interviewed were the lead singers, the director 
and the maestro (to name a few), all of which gave an exclusive peek 
at what goes into making these elaborate shows.

Despite my lack of experience in this art form, I found myself both 
delighted and entertained by this overpowering sensory experience. The 
2007-2008 season is wrapping up, but there are still a few shows in April 
that you can catch. Seeing the opera is a unique experience and a defi
nite must for those trying to find something new to do in this town.

See it for 
yourself

The 2007-2008 season is 
wrapping up, but there 
are still a few shows in 
April that people can 
catch:

I '

La Boheme by Pucci
ni will be played at the 
State on Saturday, April 
5 from 1:30 - 4:50 p.m. 
Running time is 3 hours, 
20 minutes with two in
termissions. Tickets are 
also now on sale for an 
encore presentation on 
April 6 at 3 p.m.

La Fille du Regiment by 
Donizetti, a new produc
tion, will be played at the 
State on Saturday, April 
26, 2008 from 1:30 - 4:40 
p.m. Running time is 3 
hours, 10 minutes with 
one intermission.

Safe Passage goes InsideOut
On Sunday, March 30 Safe Passage (that in

cludes me) will be holding its final benefit before 
the trip down to the great nation of Guatemala. On 
that day there will be a concert at Inside Out Gal
lery featuring Ultraviolet Hipopatumus, The Rag- 
birds and Thelonious Get Down.

0UT&
ABOUT
I BROOKS VANDERBUSH

Press Staff Columnist

Some of us have been working extremely 
hard to get the restaurants in the area to donate to 
this event. As a result, there should be some fantas
tic food items for the gathered to choose from.

Safe Passage, for those of you that may not 
know, is an organization that works to educate the 
children of families that work and survive off of the 
Guatemala City garbage dump. As the resident go-to 
guy on what one should do in this area, I would never 
suggest that one venture to a garbage dump to have

a good time, let alone work by sifting through the 
garbage to find items to sell, eat and live off of. Safe 
Passage offers the children of these families an oppor
tunity to receive a quality education and thus avoid 
following in their parents footsteps.

In this little corner of the old WPR you’ve read 
about fantastic martinis, breaking and entering, great 
places to party and many other fabulous little gems that 
I am sure you could not now live without. But if you 
pay attention to only one of my pieces this semester, let 
it be this one. Wow, I have always wanted to say that!

Not only will you be among some of the most 
cultured and — dare I say it - beautiful students on cam
pus, but you will also be among friends. We welcome 
anyone who wishes to make a difference in this world 
— anyone who wishes to leave his or her own unique 
mark on humanity. If all it takes to make that impres
sion is a simple trip to a place that most of us have been 
to before for a night full of food, fun and friends, why 
not just do it? Come be a part of changing the world.

So, remember this: Sunday, March 30, Inside 
Out Gallery, from 3-9 p.m. Food, fun, friends and 
making a difference in lives that will never know 
you, but could never hope to thank you enough.

»

<1
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“Race up the Face” Snowmobile 
Drag Race Fri, Mar. 28 and Sat, 
Mar. 29 9am at Schuss Mountain 
in Mancelona. Pre-event is on Fri
day, and the race takes place on 
Saturday. Call 231-620-2292 or 
visit www.mancelonachamber.org.

Habitat for Humanity Flower and 
Garden Show Fri, Apr. 4 - Sun, Apr.
6. Over 40 vendors set up at the Grand 
Traveise Civic Center. 231-941-4663.

Leon Redbone at Milliken Au
ditorium Sat, Apr. 5, 8pm at the 
Dennos Museum Center. The

Aries (3/21 - 4/19) I can see 
clearly now the rain is gone. I can 
see all obstacles in my way. If you 
pay attention to your surround
ings, you will see the obstacle that 
stands right in your way. “I Can 
See Clearly Now” from Johnny 
Nash’s I Can See Clearly Now 
Taurus (4/20 — 5/20) I would 
go out tonight, but I haven’t got a 
stitch to wear. This man said, “It’s

Seme that someone so hand- 
_ should care. ” This charm

ing man... Go out and use 
that charm to turn your bor
ing nights into adventure. “This 
Charming Man” from The 
Smiths’ self-titled debut album 
Gemini (5/21 - 6/21) Such 
wonderful things surround you. 
What more is you loo king for? Ev
erything you need is right before 
your eyes, but you must open 
them to see it. “Under the Sea” 
from The Little Mermaid Motion 
Picture Soundtrack 
Cancer (6/22 - 7/22) Would 
you believe in what I do when the 
things that I make are all for you? 
Believe it! You deserve something 
nice that is just for you. Don’t be 
afraid to accept what you’ve got 
coming to you. “Would You Be
lieve?” from Roxy Music’s self- 
titled debut album 
Leo (7/23 - 8/22) It takes two, 
baby, to make a dream come true, 
just takes two. Find someone to 
help you out and you’re bound 
to succeed. Two heads are bet
ter than one. “It Takes Two” by 
Marvin Gaye and Kim Weston 
Virgo (8/23 — 9/22) Oh, everyone 
has got a certain weakness in life.. 
Your love just happens to be mine. 
You may feel strong, but you have 
a certain weakness too. It’s okay to 
acknowledge it. “Weakness” from 
Stevie Wonder’s The Woman in Red 
Libra (9/23 — 10/22) Sometimes 
when I’m with mv chick on the low

man in the white straw bowl
er and shades brings his quirky 
ragtime to Traverse City. Tickets 
are $30 at the door or $27 in ad
vance. Call 231-995-1553 or visit 
www.leonredbone.com.

“Same Time Next Year” at Old 
Town Playhouse Fri, Apr. 11 — Sat, 
Apr. 26. Playing every Friday and 
Saturday therein. This popular ro
mantic comedy that has seen success 
both on Broadway and on the silver 
screen follows a love affair between 
people who rendezvous once a year. 
231-947-2210.

(I’m a flirt) and when she’s with 
her man looking at me (I’m a flirt). 
You’re a flirt and you know it. It’s 
time to let that someone know it, 
too. You can’t catch a fish with
out casting your line. “I’m a Flirt” 
from R. Kelly’s Double Up 
Scorpio (10/23 - 11/21) And 
every night I hatch my plan, it’s 
not the case of a woman “V” man. 
It’s more of a case of haves against 
haven’ts, and I just happen to have 
got what you need, just exactly what 
you need. A good plan is what you 
need. Get your friends together 
and come up with a strategy. “I 
Spy” from Pulp’s Different Class 
Sagittarius (11/22 - 12/21) We’re 
right. We’re free. We’llfight. You’ll 
see, Statid up for yourself with 
confidence. Justice is on your 
side. “We’re Not Gonna Take it” 
from Twisted Sister’s Stay Hungry 
Capricorn (12/22 - 1/19) Net
working, I’m user friendly. Net
working, I install with ease. Data 
processed, truly basic. I will up
load you. You can download me. 
It’s time for you to consider 
some social and professional net
working. “Networking” from 
Warren Zevon’s Transverse City 
Aquarius (1/20-2/18) Remem
ber what the dormouse said. Feed 
your head, feed your head, feed 
your head. It’s time for some brain 
food. Go out and feed your mind 
with some new information and 
experience. “White Rabbit” from 
Jefferson Airplane’s Realistic Pillow 
Pisces (2/19 - 3/20) Well, I won’t 
back down, no, I won’t back down. 
You can stand me up at the gates of 
hell, but I won’t back down. Don’t 
back down; you know you’re 
right on this one. If you are hav
ing a disagreement right now, 
chances are you’re the one who’s 
correct. “I Won’t Back Down” 
from Tom Petty’s Full Moon Fever

The Light Paintings of Stephen 
Knapp at the Dennos Museum
Sun, Apr. 13. Knapp presents an 
exhibition of his amazing light 
paintings, filling the walls with 
color using only mirrors, dichro- 
ic filters and focused light sources. 
231-995-1055.

Bob Mintzer Quartet at Inter
lochen Thu, Apr. 17 at 7:30pm 
in the Corson Auditorium on the 
campus of the Interlochen Cen
ter for the Arts. Grammy-winning 
jazz saxophonist who has played 
and written for Buddy Rich, Mel 
Lewis and Art Blakely. His ar
rangements have become stan
dards for big bands all over the 
world. Call 800-681-5920 or visit 
http://tickets.interlochen.org.

Now more than ever

it matters.
Y0U*re considering a career in... business, computers, criminal justice, 
accounting, public health, government, informatics, marketing, research, math, 
education administration or health care systems

Have you considered a career in

Information Security 
& Intelligence?
Find out what this field is about and how you can 
earn a bachelor’s degree in IS! through Ferris State 
University on the campus of NMC.

Classes for this bachelor’s degree 
begin this fait Apply now!

r Information 
Session:

Thursday

NMC
University 

Center ‘

Opening Ntmt Doors

Beethoven and Brahms Traverse 
Symphony Orchestra Sat, Apr.
19 at 8pm at Corson Auditorium 
on the campus of the Interlochen 
Center for the Arts. Bridget-Mi- 
chaele Reischl, conducts. Pia
nist Kathryn Brown will perform 
one of the great works for clas
sical piano by the greatest of all 
classical composers, Ludwig van 
Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No. 3. 
Maestro Reischl conducts Brahms’s 
powerful First Symphony — the 
work that marked him as the heir 
to the grand Romantic symphon
ic tradition of Beethoven himself. 
For tickets, call 231- 947-7120 or 
www.tso-online.org.

Planned Parenthood’s “When 
Sex Is the Subject” Wed, Mar. 
26, 12-lpm at Planned Parent
hood’s Traverse City and Peto

Ferris State 
’-University
TRAVERSE CIT?

Phone:.<;l W.l/U 
E-mail:
www.ferris.edu
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skey health centers. Special 
programs and resources in honor 
of Parenting Awareness Month 
this March. Informational dis
cussions entitled “When Sex Is 
the Subject” are geared toward 
the parents of young teens and 
led by education specialists.

“King Com” film screening Mon, 
Mar. 31, 7:30pm at the State The
atre. Great Lakes BIONEERS, 
Oryana Natural Foods Market and 
MLUI have teamed up to bring co
producer Ian Cheney to Traverse 
City for the event. Cheney will be 
available for a meet and greet and 
to answer questions at the Serenity 
Tea Bar and Cafe in a pre-event at 
6pm. Visit www.kingcorn.net.
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