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Film industry 
gets boost in 
Michigan
A package of proposed rax 
breaks and other government 
assistance for movie and TV 
producers could have Michi
gan swarming with film crews 
by midsummer, according to 
a panel of celebrities who tes
tified on its behalf last week 
in Lansing. The key part of 
the legislation introduced last 
week is a 40 percent business 
tax break for firms engaged in 
moviemaking in Michigan, 
with a two percent bonus cut 
for work done' in urban com
munities. Also included are 
proposals to give tax breaks for 
the development of entertain
ment industry infrastructure 
and for job training related 
to film and video production. 
The assistance would be avail
able to companies making 
movies, documentaries, TV 
series and specials, and for an 
assortment of new media ven
tures, including video game, 
Internet and interactive pro
gramming. Free Press colum
nist Mitch Albom and actor 
Jeff Daniels were among the 
big names present.

IAF: Corruption 
in Iraq
Frank Willis, a Coalition Provi
sional Authority advisor in Iraq 
who became one of the early 
whisdeblowers on unaccount
able U.S. contracting practices 
there, will speak at an Interna
tional Affairs Forum lecture at 
6 p.m. on Thursday, March 20 
in Milliken Auditorium at the 
Dennos Museum Center. Wil
lis was the transportation and 
communications minister in 
Iraq following the 2003 inva
sion until the 2004 election of 
an Iraqi government.

MAKING ROOM FOR ART

Dennos looks to

Press photo/AUDREY DEAN

NEW VIEW Traverse City resident David Luick walks his dog, Wyatt, last week on the Front Street side of Dennos 
Museum, where a 10,000-square-foot addition is being considered. The expansion would be the museum's first since 
it opened 17 years ago.

■
 JASON STORMS

Press Staff Writer

Dennos Museum and Northwestern Michigan 
College have begun to consider expanding the 
museum center by adding 10,000 square feet.

According to Kathleen Guy, Vice 
President for Institutional Advancement and 
Executive Director of the NMC Foundation, 
the museums proposed expansion is one of 
four strategic initiatives that the museum is 
looking into feasibility studies, prior to taking 
further steps towards expanding the size of the 
museum.

“[This is] something were talking about,” 
said Guy. “The Board ofTrustees has not yet 
said ‘Yes, this is the direction in which we are

going to move,’ or ‘This is the path that we 
are going to take.’”'

While the museum and the college are 
just now beginning to consider expansion 
and formulate preliminary architectural 
conceptions, the two parties have been 
expecting this issue for quite some time.

“We began talking about this when the 
Dennos was built originally,” said Gene 
Jenneman, executive director of the museum 
since it opened back in 1991. “When we 
designed the museum originally, we looked 
at the possibility of how we could eventually 
expand the museum in terms of our gallery 
spaces and storage areas and so on as the 
programs grew here.”

According to Jenneman, the museums

expand
permanent collection has grown to around 
2,000 works, half of those consisting of 
Inuit art. Those numbers are expected to 
grow as more collectors, especially those of 
Inuit art, are beginning to favor donating 
their collections to the museum. In order to 
address this issue, the museum is seeking to 
add 8,000 square feet of gallery space.

By doing this the museum would not 
only be able to display a larger portion of the 
institutions 17-year collection, but would 
also be able to accommodate educators who 
wish to integrate the museum’s collection 
into their lesson plans for each semester. 
Currently, if a teacher wishes to have access to 
any of the museum’s works for their class, the

• See DENNOS on page 2
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I INI BRIEF
Written by JOHN PARKER & ERIC CAIRNS

Board decision pending on Campus 
Ministry
On February 25 the NMC Board of Trustees met to discuss the past 
year’s decision to remove Student Christian Ministry (formerly Cam
pus Ministry) from their West Hall office. Former members of the 
group along with local citizens voiced their support of the group. 
One resident said, “Campus Ministry gave students a place of ref
uge and support.” Anne Monroe, the Dean for Student Services said, 
“Campus Ministry meets the needs of students.” The Board seemed 
to agree with the supporters and Dean Monroe. Trustee Bob Brick 
said, “Church and State haven’t been together since 1949, but we 
have been battling with it ever since.” March 24 is the next sched
uled Board of Trustees meeting where a decision may be made on 
the matter.

Time for graduation?
Students who will complete their degree requirements between the Fall 
2007 and Summer 2008 semesters can apply for graduation. The applica
tions can be found online or in the Records and Registration office located 
in theTanis Building. Students planning on participating in graduation 
must purchase the cap, gown and tassel to walk in the ceremony. 
Graduation Timeline:
March 18- Deadline to Purchase Cap, Gown & Tassel from NMC 
Bookstore
April 5 - Deadline for Graduation Application
May 3 - Graduation Ceremony
Graduation Costs:
Cap, Gown and Tassel = $27.50 + tax
Separately:
Gown = $15.00
Cap = $8.50
Tassel = $4.95
Application Fee = $5.00
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NMC'S MODERN DANCE STUDENTS posing for a music convocated at the Dennos 
Museum's Milliken Auditorium on Wendesday, February 27. The dancers presented a 
"Must be Modern!" program on Saturday, March 8 Milliken Auditorium. The program, 
directed by Humanities Instructor Dorothy Eisenstein, included a dance choreographed 
and performed by Jamaica Humprey, the recipient of the annual NMC Dance Scholar
ship award. From left: Christina Marshall, Amanda Hoig, Julia Hemphill, Alora Chris
tian and Alicia Murphey.

DENNOS continued 
museum’s works for their class, 
the museum employees must dig 
the works out of storage, set them 
up for display and then take the 
works back down into storage.

In addition to the 8,000 feet 
of gallery space, the museum 
is also hoping to potentially 
add an additional 2,000 feet 
for multi-purpose space for 
museum workshops, activities 
with school groups, extended 
education programs and storage 
space for instruments in Milliken 
Auditorium. Right now instruments 
are transported from the Fine Arts 
building all the way to Milliken, 
which in turn puts wear and tear on 
the expensive instruments.

These initial proposals do have 
their costs and, according to Guy, 
the museum will need to pay $300 
for every square foot it adds. The 
Dennos Museum, should it move 
forward with these plans, would 
attempt to procure this money 
from donors and by increasing the 
museum’s current endowment.

And while the Board of 
Trustees took up the matter last 
month, these initial plans may 
not move forward for a number 
of years.

“It’s something we need to be 
thinking about,” said Jenneman.
“It’s something we need to be 
planning for, and it will have to 
happen eventually.” Press photo/ALLISON PETERS
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OVERCROWDED...FOR A DAY
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STUDENTS from East 
Jordan High School got 
a glimpse of higher ed
ucation on Friday, Feb
ruary 22 as they toured 
NMC's campus. The 
students crowded West 
Hall, creating long lines 
at the Northwoods Cafe 
and an overall congest
ed atmosphere for the 
afternoon.Are you inadvertently file sharing?

■
 JOHN PARKER

Press Managing Editor
Students signing onto any wireless network from 

a personal computer or laptop may find themselves 
sharing more than they realize. Or worse yet, they 
may have other people sharing files with them that 
they do not want.

In research for this article, the White Pine Press 
sat down with a third-year student with a substan
tial computer background; the student showed us 
that if a computer has its file sharing turned on, 
its a simple matter to put files onto that computer 
without the owners knowledge.

“When peoples computers are set up — as most 
ones running Windows are

— to share files with others on their local net
works, anyone can access their shared files and any
one can put files in their shared folders.”

Microsoft Windows automatically designates 
certain folders to be shared,

folders such as “My Music” and “My 
Pictures.” If a user connects to any network, wired 
or wireless, NMC’s or the free WiFi at the cof
fee-shop, those folders are exposed to anyone who 
knows how to look.

In a demonstration, our source accessed the 
shared folders of a computer connected to West 
Hall’s wireless network and was easily able to put a 
file on the computer. (The file was later removed.)

Microsoft has the file-sharing program automat
ically enabled because it is assumed that network 
connections on personal computers are at home.
If a teenager has a computer and the parents have 
one, they can share files instantaneously.

Users should also beware when using an unen
crypted wireless network. “It’s like using a walkie-talk
ie,” said the anonymous source. “Anyone within range 
can ‘listen in’ and pick up on web access, emails, in
stant messaging - anything that’s not encrypted.”

Even wireless networks that require an NMC ID 
and password to log in, such as the one in use in 
the Osterlin library, are completely transparent to 
anyone who cares to eavesdrop.

“If they have that sharing on, anybody can put 
anything on there,” said the third-year student.

The implications of this situation can be ex
ponential on a college campus. During the winter

break, a second-year student, Kristopher Thomas 
Kovach, was arrested for child pornography. As a 
dorm student, he frequently logged onto the wire
less Internet networks at NMC. Kovach’s defense in 
the case is that the incriminating files were placed 
onto his computer through file sharing.

“There are different security settings that you 
would have on your computer that can disallow 
that access,” said Director of Systems and LAN 
Management for NMC, Dan Wasson. “A Firewall 
would be a process or a device that basically pro
tects your computer from the rest of the world by 
configuring it to allow access or disallow access to 
different ports or different services.”

Wasson explained that Firewalls differ from 
Anti-virus in that the latter is software that tracks 
files that are attempting to write themselves to the 
computer. “A personal firewall doesn’t even allow 
the file to be written to the computer, they work 
hand in hand, both are necessary,” he said.

On Microsoft Vista to turn off the public fire 
sharing one must change their firewall settings.

Wendy Wigen, of Educause, a non-profit infor
mation technology think tank, said that because uni
versities and colleges are private networks they do 
not need to be compliant with the Communications 
Assistance for Law Enforcement Act (CALEA).

CALEA, passed by Congress in 1994, requires 
telecommunication carrier’s to allow law enforce
ment to tap into or monitor communications for 
law enforcement purposes.

“ [Universities] are not obligated to report ille
gal activity; not obligated to monitor,” said Wigen. 
“They are obligated to facilitate law enforcement.”

This means that if the Traverse City Police De
partment wanted to monitor West Hall’s wireless 
network, NMC would not have to comply. The 
college, however, retains the right to monitor its 
own networks according to the college’s computer 
and network policy.

NMC does maintain security of its networks 
and does provide some safety precautions for its 
wireless networks. “There are some things we can 
do,” said Wasson. “But, for the most part it is on 
the shoulders of the computer owner.”

For students then, logging onto any wire
less network is a swim-at-your-own-risk venture.

NEWS 03
on campus 7

Teens play 
hooky at 

NMC
■
 JOHN PARKER

Press Managing Editor

High School students looking to skip class have found a refuge at 
Northwestern Michigan College’s West Hall.

Beginning last month, campus security has fielded numerous com
plaints from RAs, students and staff who claim the high school students 
are creating a disruptive environment.

“We’ve gotten several reports recently,” said Campus Securi
ty Manager Sharlice Smith. “Because of those reports we have beefed 
up our patrolling in that particular area as an option right now.”

Just inside West Hall is a recreation room complete with couches 
and a big-screen television. NMC students often bring in video game 
systems to spend the time between classes, studying and sleeping.

According to Smith, the high school students have a knack for 
blending in as college students.

“We’re really trying to push the enforcement of student IDs,” said 
Smith, who estimates that there are a few “regulars” who frequent 
West Hall, but that normally it is a variety of high school students 
coming over to campus on any particular day.

This poses a unique problem for the college considering there is 
no standard identification system for its students. This allows almost 
anyone to come in and play the part of a NMC student.

“Eve spoken to the resource officer at the high school to assist us 
in identifying those individuals,” said Smith, but she continues to 
push for student IDs with the administration.

Press photo/ALLISON PETERS

BARELY RECREATION First-year NMC students Nick 
Crawford (left) and Logan Stallman sit inside the empty 
West Hall commons with their 15-inch television and 
X-Box playing Fire Emblem on Wednesday, March 5. 
Crawford and Stallman were first told that the com
mons had been vandalized, and therefore the furniture 
had been taken away; they were later told that the fur
niture was removed because Central High School stu
dents were loitering the area. "We always picked up 
our stuff when we were done," said Crawford. "Peo
ple must have been vandalizing it in the middle of the 
night." NMC students who often find refuge in the rec
reation room were told that no one knew exactly when 
the couches and big-screen television would return.
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WORLD IN BRIEF
Compiled by JOHN PARKER from staff and wire reports

FROM THE SOURCE'S MOUTH
By ERIC CAIRNS Press Staff Writer

Youth storming 
polls

The millennial generation is a 
constituency to be reckoned with 
in the 2008 Presidential Election. 
On Super Tuesday youth voter 
turnout shot up in key primary 
contests from coast-to-coast. Vot
ers between the ages of 18 and 
30 more than doubled in Mas
sachusetts, tripled in Georgia and 
more than quadrupled in Tennes
see, based on exit polls and turn
out data analyzed by the Center 
for Information and Research on 
Civic Learning and Engagement 
(CIRCLE). “I’ll guarantee you 
whoever wins the election will 
have won 70 percent of the youth 
vote or more,” said Matthew 
Segal, founder and executive di
rector of the Student Association 
for Voter Empowerment (SAVE) 
and senior sociology major at Ke
nyon College in Ohio.

Argentina:
Witnesses keep 
dying

Another witness against the 
officers who ran Argentina’s 
“dirty war” on opponents of the 
country’s military dictatorship 
has turned up dead. Police found 
the body of retired army Lt. Col. 
Paul Alberto Navone on Mon
day in the central Argentine city 
of Ascochinga. Navone’s death is 
the latest in a wave of mysterious 
deaths and kidnappings of wit
nesses in the prosecutions of for
mer officials in Argentina’s brutal 
1976-1983 dictatorship. In 2005 
the country’s Supreme Court 
struck down amnesties that had 
protected officers suspected of 
participating in the persecution, 
and trials began the next year 
with the enthusiastic support of 
then-President Nestor Kirchner. 
Some 1,100 cases are being in
vestigated, and more than 200 of 
the accused have been detained.

U.S. Embassy in 
Baghdad: Troubled

Richard Shinnick, the State 
Department’s new embassy con
struction chief, has rejected his 
predecessor’s certification that 
the $740 million new U.S. em
bassy in Baghdad is “substantially 
completed” and has begun a re
view of the troubled project. The 
embassy will house more than 
1,000 U.S. diplomats and mili
tary personnel, many of whom 
live and work at a palace of for
mer president Saddam Hussein 
that is subject to frequent rocket 
and mortar attacks. State Depart
ment officials, speaking on con
dition of anonymity, said that 
Shinnick dispatched a fire-safe
ty team to Baghdad after news 
media reported that the fire sys
tem was substandard. The team 
found that repairs that experts 
had urged dating back to August 
had not been done.

Text messages
embolden
Pakistanis

Over the past year Pakistan
is young and old have become 
addicted to their cell phones, 
thumbing away lengthy politi
cal speeches, announcing pro
tests, grieving the assassination of 
former Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto, oozing cynicism and in
spiring hope—all via text mes
saging. And on Election Day last 
month, the text messages began 
pouring in before dawn: “Wake 
up. Go out and vote against 
Musharraf and his allies.” Athar 
Minallah, an Islamabad attor
ney, said he counted at least 100. 
“I knew then there was a wave 
against Pakistan Muslim League- 
Q,” said Minallah speaking about 
the defeat of the pro-Musharraf 
party. The messages began at 
midnight and lasted until noon.

A KIKUYU 
CONSTRUCTION 
FOREMAN'S 
FAMILY PACKS
its belongings into 
a truck to flee the 
ethnic violence in 
the city of Narok in 
Kenya.

Photo Courtesy/MCT CAMPUS
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On February 17NMC Communications Instruc
tor Nancy Parshall gave a lecture at the NMC Uni
versity Center regarding the Safe Passage Group and 
their upcoming trip to Guatemala City. The White 
Pine Press caught up with Ms. Parshall before her 
speech to discuss her views and experiences from all 
across the world.

WPP: What is the key message from your lecture 
at the forum?

Parshall: The main focus of the lecture is what 
it is really like in Guatemala City. With all of these 
speakers coming in to talk, they are learning every
thing about Guatemala City. The people of Gua
temala City have different values and a different 
culture than we do, and my job is to give them a 
glimpse of what to expect. Speaking Spanish is not 
going to be enough. Often times if we take only 
our own language down there and end up with 
cultural misunderstanding. There are things that 
as simple as basic rules that make it easy to offend 
other people. For example, when I was in Japan it 
was considered rude to blow your nose in public.
So while you’re teaching during cold and flu season, 
you have a classroom full of sniffling students wear
ing surgical masks. I eventually got used to it. But I 
realized that the values we have here at home don’t 
necessarily reflect other cultures.

WPP: What do you feel is important about this 
Safe Passage trip?

Parshall: What is really important about this 
trip is that they are going out and looking at them
selves, rather than staying in a country where most

American 
culture 
through 
a foreign 
perspective
Nancy Parshall 
discusses Latin 
America, safe 
passage and travel

of the news is focused on where they Came from 
originally. Young people from other developed 
countries consider international travel a part of 
their educational experience because it isn’t hard 
to offend people in other cultures. Our eager
ness sometimes as Americans is to start sentences 
with “In America we...” or “Why do you do it this 
way?” This is very common coming from an inex
perienced traveler because we assume that our way 
is always better since we have been pumped up by 
our nation to believe that we are the greatest coun
try in the world.

WPP: Have you visited any other parts of the 
world?

Parshall: Yes, I have been to Europe, Australia, 
Asia - all over the place! In Australia children spend 
six months or more working and traveling in the 
U.K. or Europe, because Australia is still connect
ed to England (Queen’s rule), and they learn about 
other cultures through their own experience — not 
in school. If you go to Asia, you will find Europe
ans and Australians traveling and experiencing the 
cultures; it’s expected of them. And it’s expensive, 
of course, but they do it with backpacks and stay 
in hostels or dormitories. We as Americans put our 
money into bigger houses and nicer cars, thinking 
that is what is important, whereas Australians and 
Europeans put their money into seeing the world 
and getting the experience. We don’t learn other 
languages and we think that people should do it 
our way. Our own news focuses on our homeland 
and not on other cultures.
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Analysis In-depth

It’s a whole new solar system
■

 ROBERT S. BOYD
McClatchy Newspapers

Move over, Copernicus. Your once-revolutionary 
idea—that the Earth revolves around the sun rather than 
the other way around—has been eclipsed.

Recent years have brought a sweeping new revolution 
in solar system astronomy. The Earth still orbits the sun, 
as Copernicus declared 400 years ago, but the planetary 
system in the textbooks you studied is now out of date.

“The entire view of astronomy you learned in high 
school has changed dramatically,” said Alan Stern, NASA’s 
associate administrator for science. “We’re really in a new 
age of discovery.”

The changes go well beyond the International Astro
nomical Union’s controversial decision to demote Pluto, 
the baby of the solar system, from the familiar list of nine 
planets. The organization ruled that Pluto is now a “dwarf

Expanding solar system
Scientists now know much more revolves 
around the Sun than the eioht planets 
of the inner solar system.
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planet” or “Plutino.” The decision, announced on Aug.
24, 2006, upset millions of children and their parents.

“For six years I got hate mail from children who loved 
Pluto,” said Neil DeGrasse Tyson, the director of New 
York’s Hayden Planetarium, who had moved Pluto out of 
his solar system display years ago.

Stern and other astronomers offered a revised descrip
tion of the solar system at a meeting of the American As
sociation for the Advancement of Science last month in 
Boston. Stern said it differed from the previous under
standing in several major ways:

First, until recently, people thought that there were two 
parts to the solar system: four small, rocky inner plan
ets—Mercury, Venus, Earth and Mars—and four gas giant 
outer planets—Jupiter, Saturn, Neptune and Uranus.
Then there was Pluto, a “lone misfit,” Stern said, with a 
highly eccentric orbit and a rakish tilt of its axis.

“That was the old view,” he said. “Now, there are no 
more misfits: Plutos abound.”

Under the new definition, the Interna
tional Astronomical Union has officially rec
ognized 11 planets: eight traditional ones 
plus three “dwarf planets.” The dwarfs are 
Pluto; Ceres, which was thought to be an as
teroid between Mars and Jupiter; and Eris, 
an object that’s slightly larger than Pluto and 
farther from the sun.

At least 40 more dwarfs have been spot
ted even farther out and are awaiting offi
cial recognition. They bear names such as 
Quaoar, Sedna, Orcus, Varuna and Ixion. 
Dozens of others are known only by code 
numbers.

Stern said the solar system now was 
thought to be composed of three zones in
stead of two.

The four rocky planets make up the inner 
zone. The gas giants form a “middle solar 
system.” Beyond them lies an enormous 
third zone composed of the Kuiper Belt and 
the Oort Cloud, both named for the astron
omers who predicted their existence.

“This third class of planets vasdy outnum

bers the terrestrial planets and gas giants,” Stern said.
The Kuiper Belt, which was discovered in the 1990s, is a 

ring of dwarf planets, including Pluto, and smaller icy objects 
that range from 3 billion to 5 billion miles beyond the sun.

More than 1,000 Kuiper Belt objects have been de
tected, and astronomers think that there may be 50,000 
to 100,000 more. Most are small, but some rival Pluto in 
size. Some have atmospheres and moons of their own, and 
some may have warm, wet interiors.

Far outside the Kuiper Belt looms the Oort Cloud, 
which Stern calls “the solar system’s attic.” The cloud is a 
gigantic sphere with an outer edge almost 5 trillion miles 
from the sun and is nearly a quarter of the way to the next 
nearest star, Proxima Centaurr.

“If the Oort Cloud were the diameter of a football sta
dium, the inner solar system would be the size of a washer 
one-eighth of an inch in diameter,” said David Aguilar, a 
spokesman for the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astro
physics in Cambridge, Mass.

The Oort Cloud is thought to contain at least 
1,000 planetary bodies, some as large as Earth or larg
er, and as many as a trillion comets. Periodically, a 
passing star knocks an Oort comet loose and sends it 
diving toward the sun.

A second upheaval in planetary science is the realization 
that most members of the solar system weren’t born where 
they are now. Instead, gravitational forces forced them to 
migrate from their birthplaces to their present homes.

“This is a true revolution,” Stern said.
“The planets didn’t necessarily form where we see them 

today,” said Douglas Lin, an astronomer at the University 
of California-Santa Cruz. “They move all over the place.”

For example, the giant planets Neptune and Uranus 
formed where Saturn now lives and drifted outward to 
their present orbits.

The third revolution in planetary science is the realiza
tion that making planets is a common process in the uni
verse. In the past dozen years, 276 planets—some of them 
forming miniature solar systems—have been detected orbit
ing other stars. One such system has at least five planets. As
tronomers discover an average of 25 planets each year.

NASA will launch a new spaceship, named Kepler, next 
year hoping to find hundreds more of such faraway planets.
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Cheers and Jeers
CHEERS

Student groups on campus: Student groups have re
cently displayed a little backbone here at NMC. The

Anime Club requested funding from Student Activities last month 
to get their group going — and they are now exceeding 40 members. 
Feminists United is getting organized as well; not only do they have 
a group on Facebook and an official email address, but they also have 
a scheduled meeting time on Tuesdays from 4:30-5:30 in Scholars 
Hall, room 105. Habitat for Humanity has started up again and is 
going strong. Student Christian Ministry, which meets Mondays at 
7 p.m., has stepped up its game by having presented testimony to 
the Board ofTrustees on Monday, February 25 about retaining office 
space on campus. NMC Faith Club is a group where students can 
intelligently discuss different faiths and religions; thanks to the help 
of Director of Student Activities Lisa Blackford, the group is get
ting started and meets every first and third Wednesday of the month 
from 12:30-1:30 in Les Beiderman, room 208. And cheers to Will 
Burgess for being one of the most involved students on campus.

NMC International students: For those who haven’t noticed 
any foreign accents on campus, you might be surprised to find 
out that NMC has international students that represent over 20 
different countries. In preparation for the sixth annual Interna
tional Students Dinner at the Hagerty Center at NMC’s Great 
Lakes campus on April 16, the students are hosting a series of 
presentations on their home countries including music, dance, 
authentic food, multi-media displays and discussions. These pre
sentations, which will include in-depth looks at Brazil, Japan, 
Switzerland, Israel, Germany, Kazakhstan and Pohnpei, will take 
place at noon in the Osterlin building in room 202 beginning 
Wednesday, March 12. Cheers to these international students 
who offset the typical indifference of most NMC students.

r’l
< Sudden furniture removal from West Hall: On the

morning of Wednesday, March 5, students at NMC no
ticed couches, chairs and the big-screen television mysteriously miss
ing from the West Hall recreation commons. Students were told a 
variety of stories from NMC Security, including tales of vandalism 
and Central High School students loitering the space. While we ap
preciate Security’s assistance to keep out truant high school students 
from the college, should NMC students who specifically pay to live 
in the dorms and utilize the recreation room in West Hall have to 
make up for the poor decisions of teenagers who think it’s cool to cut 
class? The WPP says no. But those Central High School kids don’t 
get off so easily — jeers to those teens that play hooky, too.

In-class film festivals: Considering the fact that students pay 
a decent amount of money to learn substantial material in their 
classes, teachers who consistently play movies for their students 
in place of any curriculum and then consider it learning get the 
jeer here. An occasional film may be a nice work break in a usu
ally busy class, but weekly movies instead of actual education are 
not an adequate substitute.

JEERS

EHH...
Indecisive Northern Michigan weather: Since the 

WPP’s return from sunny San Francisco, we’ve been slightly 
testy with the weather in Traverse City. It might be a little warmer and 
brighter since our homecoming, but the weather’s hesitance to simply 
turn to spring once and for all is leaving us a litde impatient.

ALLISON PETERS
Press Editor-in-Chief

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
What science?

In the fall of2006 the State Board of Education re
sponded to a growing demand for Intelligent Design to 
be heard in the science classrooms of public schools in 
the state of Michigan. They said that evolution was sci
ence, and only evolution belongs in science classrooms.

But science is observable; that is the meaning 
of science. Science requires — no, demands - that 
there be experiments that can be duplicated with 
consistent results. Think about this: “Natural Selec
tion” demands a second generation and many more 
generations after that. However, the second genera
tion is the most important one in evolution “theo
ry.” It is the crux of the “theory” of evolution.

Demand the science that displays that life start
ed in the mud by itself. I am writing this to chal
lenge fertile young minds to question a very well 
entrenched political falsehood. What science?

TIMOTHY MCCOWN
2001 alumnus. Associates Degree in Applied Science

No IDs for NMC
I am a full-time student at NMC, and as a victim 

of identity fraud, I know all too clear the damage that 
this can cause. And as I wander the campus I am re
minded of how much all of us students are targets to 
this epidemic just because we chose to be students.

I, along with another student, attempted to get

an ID last semester. But because the handicap doors 
in West Hall where the Student Government office 
is never worked, we were never able to get our IDs. I 
found it too difficult to get the student’s wheelchair 
through both sets of doors while I had to walk with a 
three-legged cane alone with both our books.

I recently asked about the IDs but was told the 
machine was broken. Then I read your story that 
NMC has no intention of fixing the machine.

Frankly, I think NMC needs to step up to the 
plate with the rest of the colleges and universities 
and offer the student IDs again regardless of cost.

But another important feature is identity itself. I 
have a Student Advantage card, and I use this card 
not just for discounts, but also for travel ID pur
poses along with my license. However, during my 
travels there are many times that if I had a school 
ID along with my Student Advantage card, I could 
have received free access to a number of things.

To cure the cost, just have the $5 fee added to 
your tuition fees at the beginning of each school 
year. For those entering at any other time, they pay 
the fee up front, and it remains valid until the fol
lowing fall semester.

Face it. Students don’t always carry their licenses 
around with them on campus. Having a school ID 
would make life easier and safer for the students 
both on campus and off.

WENDY MCINTIRE
NMC Student

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY; White Pine 
Press accepts letters to 
the editor from members 
of the college and commu
nity. Letters should be less 
than 400 words, typewrit
ten, and signed with your 
name, address and phone 
number. Letters may be 
edited for clarity, grammar, 
spelling and length. Opin
ions expressed are not 
necessarily those of The

White Pine Press staff or 
any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to: 
White Pine Press 
Letters to the Editor 
1701 East Front St. 
Traverse City, Ml 49686

BY EMAIL: whitepine- 
press@gmail.com 

BY FAX: (231)995-2110

FOR THE RECORD
- In our Feb. 25 issue of the WPP, 
the editorial on page 6 should be 
credited to Press Managing Editor 
John Parker.
- In our Feb. 11 issue, the front
page photo should be credited to 
Allison Peters.
- In our Jan. 28 issue, the front
page photo should be credited to 
Sarah Zatolokin.
- In our Nov. 26, 2007 issue, the 
photos for the State Theatre fea
ture on pages 9-12 should be cred
ited to Kayleigh Marlin and Sarah 
Zatolokin.
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Where's your favorite place to shop?
"Sam’s Club to stock 
up for lunches."

TRAVIS PARK, 19
Undecided

"Backcountry Outfit
ters - it’s a good win- • 
dow-shopping place and 
more fun stuff than any
where else."

MATT THOMAS, 23
Nursing

"Online - it's con
venient."

JAMIE WILLS, 21
Nursing

"Old Navy -1 just like 
Old Navy; that and JC 
Penny's."

GRACE ANN 
VANNORTICK, 33
Education

"If I could afford 
it, I really like Ella's 
downtown."

ERIN LARRABEE, 21
Child Development

CAMPUS QUOTES
Compiled by KAYLEIGH MARLIN

sauna bytes
"Kill James." ELMO-KNOWS-YOUR-NAME DOLL, who connects to a 
computer to learn certain phrases, started making the death state
ments to a family of a two-year-old boy named James in Florida after 
the toy's batteries were replaced.

"Why do earthquakes happen? One of the reasons is the 
things to which the Knesset (parliament) gives legitima
cy, to sodomy." SEILOMO BENIZRI, a member of the ultra-Orthodox 
Jewish Shas Party and Israel Parliament, speaking at a parliamentary 
debate on earthquake preparedness. He added that the best cost- 
effective measure to stop earthquakes is to end legislation that pro
motes homosexual activity in Israel.

"We sleep with the snakes (cobras), we eat with the 
snakes, we live with the snakes, (but) we are not scared,"
SAID A14-YEAR-OLD GIRL of a village near Calcutta, India. Apparently 
more than 3,000 cobras live in one village with minimal attacks. If a 
cobra does attack, the villagers will lie and say a viper did it; cobras 
are so revered they are thought incapable of evil.

"When cockatoos in particular are depressed they can 
start to self-mutilate and peck their own legs to the 
bone," R0MAIN PIZZI, wildlife medicine specialist with the UK's Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, explaining why pets who are de
pressed are being prescribed anti-depressants to prevent self-harm.

"My wife, who was about seven months pregnant, deliv
ered the baby while struggling to free herself." PAUL YEKUM 
and his wife Nolan, both citizens of Papua New Guinea, were dragged 
from their house, accused of witchcraft and hung from a tree after their 
neighbor suddenly died. Both managed to survive and Nolan gave birth 
while escaping; she and the child recovered in Mt. Hagen Hospital.

"We created this service because we thought people 
would want to know what others were feeling about 
them," ALIN HEE-JUNG, of Korean cellular service KTF, about their 
new technology that analyzes voice patterns to determine if your 
lover is honestly speaking with affection. The service is called the 
"Love Detector."

"Barack Hussein Obama." BILL CUNNINGHAM, conservative talk 
show host, who used Senator Obama's middle name while introduc
ing Senator John McCain. McCain immediately apologized saying, "I 
regret any comments that may be made...I will take responsibility in 
any offense that was inflicted."

Backcountry Outfitters 
since they have quality 
products for kayaking, 
warm stuff for skiing 
and products that can 
keep you alive in ex
treme conditions."

ERIC SNELL, 
TOO DARN OLD
Just having fun

"Walmart because 
they have almost ev
erything we need. 
That and Sam's Club 
for bulk items. "

BILL HARDY, 57
Custodian

Talk of Clinton or Obama 
quitting the race ludicrous

I
 JOHN PARKER

Press Managing Editor

Imagine its the NBA finals and your team is there. 
After eight months of winning streaks and losing streaks, 
blow-out wins and crushing defeats, your team is in the 
NBA finals. And in that seven-game series, your team 
comes out strong and wins the first two. You are ecstatic. 
But then you lose game three, and then four, and then 
game five by one point.

Imagine the tension of game six. It is literally that cliched 
“do or die moment.” Win, and your team is one game closer 
to becoming world champions. Lose, and its over.

The game is tough and dirty. A good player from 
your team fouls out, and both teams are using up their 
team fouls pretty quickly. The game commentators do 
not have much faith in your team, and claim all the mo
mentum is with your rivals. Their coach says in an inter
view that even if your team manages to win game six it 
will only be delaying the inevitable.

“We’ll see about that,” you say. You hunker down in 
front of your television and cheer for every point earned 
and scream for every dumb call the ref makes. And, mira
cle of miracles, your team wins by ten points.

For the next two days, all you can think about is 
game seven. Despite your thrilling win, the commenta
tors still have no faith. They point to injuries; they claim 
the other team had an off night. Game seven starts just 
as brutal as game six. It is a tough competition and every 
point is a fight.

So what would happen if your team, down by nine 
points going into half time, decided to quit? What would 
happen if your coach came out of the locker room and 
said, “For the sake of unity, we concede the game.”

Riots. The coaching staff would be fired, the fans 
would boycott the arena, and hate mail would abound 
for years afterward.

Why then should Hillary Clinton or Barack Obama be 
forced to concede? This game is in a dead heat. The delegate

counts are pretty much tied, and the popular votes are pretty 
much tied. And every time Clinton is considered dead in 
the water, she wins. So why should she back out now? Or 
why should Obama, for that matter?

There may be the precedent that Presidential candi
dates bow out when their opponent is in the midst of a 
winning streak, but should they? This is a competition 
for the most powerful office in the world. It is a testa
ment to the staying power and strength of Senators Clin
ton and Obama that they have made it this far.

Cheers to Mike Huckabee for staying in the game until 
a winner was announced on the Republican side. Sure, the 
numbers were against him all along, but in an electoral 
year when Americans have come to see their primary sys
tem as frustrating verging on helter-skelter, his continuing 
to run is a testament to the real candidates.

If a candidate won three states in a row, and the oth
ers dropped out, the candidate who “won” has done so 
not because he or she is the best candidate, but because 
the others quit.

As this is arguably the most important American 
Presidential election in recent decades, Senators Clinton 
and Obama should be going through a hellish primary 
season - especially Obama, who is largely untested on 
the national scene.

Recently, talk has sprung up of having both Clin
ton and Obama on the ticket - something that earned 
tumultuous applause at a debate in February. The 
Democratic Party had a slew of superb candidates 
this season; it is no wonder they have had a hard time 
choosing just one considering their recent history of 
nominating losing candidates.

Any talk of either Senator Obama or Senator Clinton 
dropping out of this race for the sake of unity is ludi
crous. Political races are competitions in which the public 
learns both the nature and stature of a candidate. This 
nomination and this presidency should be won through 
votes, not because someone drops out.

*1
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Saddle Up. Enroll

WMU is a great place to get ahead of the pack. When

you're ready to make your next move, choose Western
‘ ‘ i ’dt' • Jt, ‘f' t ' t i >

and be a Bronco, because a WMU student prepares for 

success with engaged faculty, real-world experience 

and profs who are leaders in their fields. We’re proud of 

what we do here at Western. So are you ready to grab 

the reins? Then saddle up and do as a Bronco does.

• Among the lop 100

• One of the 20 largest
business programs 

in the nation.
’ Ti" > /JZ

• Transfer scholarships
available from 

$1,000 to $6,000.

Western Michigan University
/ WMU Admissions: - >

(269) 387-2000
www.wmich.edu/admissions/transfer

Jesus and Me by Jason Bowen

WPP
OFF! The Deep End By Kayla Higley

-- Ji-TT, » lMi"lllUMI|||Hf.iliLIW _________ _____

Hizashi By Heather Tompkins

by Jerry Marsh
D

June
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Rendezvous with Xiu Xiu
■
 JUSTIN DRABEK

Press A&E Editor

Xiu Xiu plays devastatingly beautiful and unique music 
that challenges and conveys the unspoken words of pain and 
suffering on a universal level. The group is made up of four 
individuals who tour the nation relentlessly and release new 
records left and right.

While in San Francisco I was presented with the opportu
nity to catch up with the band in West Oakland to discuss their 
latest album, “Women as Lovers, ” their upcoming tour featur
ing the new addition of band member Devin Hoff life on the 
road and their the numerous trips to RadioShack and Dennys.

WPP: How has preparation for this tour been differ
ent than for previous ones?

Jamie Stewart: This will be our first tour without a 
drum machine. We’ve only practiced like this for two days. 
At the moment it is a little early to tell; we have five more 
days to practice, and by the grace of god we will have it to
gether by then. And of course, that includes the addition 
of having Devin play.

Ches Smith: I’ve been with the band for two tours now, 
and when Jamie asked me to join Xiu Xiu, I just couldn’t pic
ture it. 1 just kept on thinking: What is this macho stuff that I 
am adding to this? I felt it was going to alienate everyone, but 
maybe that was die point. Dedicated Xiu Xiu fans gave me 
good feedback. In most cases I don’t care what people think, 
but for this it was nice to know I wasn’t bumming everyone 
out. I’m just glad the fans weren’t like, “Yeah, who is the tes
tosterone metal guy?”

Caralee McElroy : That’s how I think of you all the 
time, Ches. I just kept saying how badly I wanted Ches to 
be in the band because he is a Rock n Roll metal dude.

CS: Yeah, I’m like Rocky. And now it’s way different 
with Devin; I could never see that happening. I am kind 
of the least visionary member. But with Devin it’s been re
ally fun even just in the rehearsals.

WPP: What is life like on the road?
CS: It’s a lot of trips to RadioShack!

CM: And we go to Denny’s every day.
JS: On the east coast the drives aren’t as long, and we 

all have friends there so it makes it a bit more bearable.
But it’s mostly just driving and going until you get home.

WPP: In what ways do you keep your mind engaged 
while just going from state to state and show to show?

JS: I’ll bring three different books with levels of different in
tellectual difficulty, fit the first week I’ll read something like the 
political history of Iraq from 1914 to 1918, then in the next 
week I’ll be able to read a mid-fifties Japanese novel, but by the 
third week I can. basically read Us Weekly. [laughs] It requires 
a descending level of intellectual capabilities as you get tired.

WPP: How does spending so much time with each 
other on the road affect the friendships that you guys 
have with one another?

CM: Basically, there will be teams. Its going be Jamie 
and I against each other, and it will be Ches and Devin 
against each other. Then it will be Devin against me and 
Ches against Jamie.

JS: We’ve already done so much mean stuff to each 
other. If anything was going to affect our friendship, I 
doubt you would find us in the same room.

CM: If you’re having a bad day...
JS: It is totally awesome to play music about having a 

bad day. (Laughs)
CM: No, it’s because it’s very therapeutic to be on stage 

banging away on a cymbal.
CS: Unfortunately, the tension really works; I never re

ally used to buy into that.
CM: It makes you play with more emotion - not that 

I’m telling people to play in bands with people they hate. 
Otherwise, you know if you don’t have that friendship, the 
odter important aspects of being in a band won’t work.

CS: Yeah, I yelled at Devin today and hung up on Caralee.
Devin Hoff: You yelled at Caralee from the lobby of a 

Best Buy.
CS: Yeah, but that was between stops at RadioShack 

three and four.

WPP: How is your perception of “Women As Lov
ers” as opposed to the other records?

CS: I feel Jamie really opened up the process more col
laboratively; before that I was just recording stuff, Jamie 
would take it and I wouldn’t know where it was going. I 
just feel like I have much more invested in the music.

CM: I dtink just because we are practicing for the tour, 
and I have been listening to the songs so much, for me it 
has been a little blah, but I definitely think that this is the 
best record that Xiu Xiu has ever made. And I think that 
has to do with having Ches take part in the writing process. 
I feel very close to the songs right now, but at the same time 
I am analyzing them from a very technical standpoint. So it 
is really hard for me to think of it as an album right now.

CS: Right now it is a series of physical motions. Kind 
of like first level Spanish.

JS:I don’t like to look at records like that. With every 
record, we did the best we could do at the time. I guess I 
don’t even think of them necessarily as separate records; 
they are just a continuation of songs that happen to be 
codified on one particular CD. We have a studio in the 
house, so it’s not like once one record is done we stop 
working on music for a year.

CM: But you don’t think of them as like different peri
ods of your life?

JS: I guess I just think of when Xiu Xiu started up until 
now. It just doesn’t seem fruitful at all to be analytical on 
something you have worked on; I don’t understand the point. 
I’m really insecure about music generally. For me its just im
portant to finish something and then start working on the 
next thing. I think maybe once die band is over I can listen to 
the records as music. But at the moment I am thinking about 
rehearsal and working on the next record. I hope to god that 
if people buy the record, they get something out of it. But 
there is nothing I can do about that at all.
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When a brother’s friend 
goes too far

Dear Ashley,
My older brother and I are 

two years apart. We are very 
close and we share a lot of mu
tual friends. He has one friend 
who always hits on me, and last 
weekend at a party, he was tak
ing it too far. I always tell him 
to stop and to leave me alone, 
but he never listens to me. I 
want to tell my brother so he 
will stop, but I don’t want to 
ruin their friendship. Should I 
tell my brother or just ignore 
him? -No more flirting

Dear No More,
There is an unwritten rule 

about dating a friends sibling: its 
not allowed. Dating a siblings mu
tual friend just makes for difficult 
and sometimes awkward situations.

You don’t really have to worry 
about this rule though, because 
you aren’t trying to date this guy. 
It sounds like you are respecting 
yourself and your brother in not 
trying to stir up any unwant
ed situations, but this mutual 
“friend” isn’t respecting either of 
you. If you have made it clear to 
this guy that he is making you 
feel uncomfortable, there is ab
solutely no excuse for him to 
continue to do what he is doing.

Don’t try and ignore him or 
dumb the situation down just 
because you are scared of what 
will happen between him and 
your brother. Even if he was just 
joking around, you have asked 
him to stop, and he needs to lis
ten to you. He is not respect
ing you as a friend or a person 
and could get himself into some

ASK
ASHLEY!
I ASHLEY TH0RINGT0N

Press Staff Columnist

serious trouble if he is taking it 
too far.

Having three brothers my
self, I know that they would want 
to know if one of their friends 
was making me feel uncomfort
able. This person obviously isn’t a 
good friend to your brother either, 
because he should have enough 
respect for both of you to stop hit
ting on you when you asked him.

This is a tough situation because 
you don’t want to end any friend
ships or stir up any drama. But 
since this guy obviously couldn’t 

care less, why should 
you? In reality this 
guy is the one end
ing the friendships— 
not you. If you don’t 
want to go to your 
brother just yet, you 
could maybe tell an
other friend that you 

all share, and if he doesn’t stop after 
that, go straight to your brother. 
But you don’t want this guy com
ing over and making you feel un
comfortable in your own house.

Ignoring him definitely won’t 
work if you are already telling him 
you don’t like what he is doing 
and he still isn’t stopping. If you 
are telling him in a joking manner, 
then the next time he tries to flirt 
with you, tell him firmly that you 
don’t appreciate how he is acting. 
Also tell him that if he continues 
to act that way, you are going to 
let your brother know, and that 
obviously isn’t a good idea. If he 
still continues to act like a total 
creep, it’s clear that this guy has 
some major issues, and you don’t 
want to be the one who faces the 
consequences of them.

Your brother will be happy that 
you told him, because he cares 
about you and your safety more 
than some lousy “friend.” In the 
end you will be saving yourself and 
your brother a lot of time wasted 
on an untrustworthy friend.

LOST AND FOUND
A SMALL, 
PINK GLOVE
was found on 
a stick next to 
a No Parking 
sign outside of 
the Rajkovich 
Physical Edu
cation Build
ing at NMC on 
Wednesday, 
March 5.

Press Photo/JULIE KNAUSS

Can I copy that 
picture?

TECHNO
BABBLE
ITOMAUCH

Press Staff Columnist

Can I use that picture or audio in my presenta
tion? For years I have been asked those questions. 
Where do we draw the line? It’s always best to use 
your own stuff. But sometimes there are circum
stances where you can use material other than yours.

Right-mouse click (MAC ctrl/click) on any 
image/audio to download. That image can easily be 
brought into Word, PowerPoint or even into Pho
toshop to re-edit. But who belongs to the image? 
Can I legally use that audio or video in my movie
maker file to upload to YouTube?

Under a Government Copyright doctrine passed 
years ago, the Fair Use Act, you can use more than 
you think if it falls under four areas. If you meet 
basic criteria, it may be usable. The rules are not 
clear-cut, so use common sense or ask someone (al
most all web sites have a contact link somewhere).

According to Copyright.gov: “the fair use of 
copyrighted work, including such use by reproduc
tion in copies or audio or by any other means spec
ified for purposes such as criticism, comment, news 
reporting, teaching (including multiple copies for 
classroom use), scholarship, or research, is not an 
infringement of copyright.

To clarify, “Fair Use exemptions” should follow 
these guidelines: 1) the purpose and character of 
the use, including whether such use is of a com
mercial nature or is for nonprofit educational pur
poses, 2) the nature of the copyrighted work, 3) the 
amount and substantiality of the portion used in

Bright planets
Now that Mercury has reached its greatest 

elongation of the Sun, it will begin to slowly 
sink down closer to the horizon. If you missed 
the close paring of Mercury with Venus in late 
February, you have a second chance. These two 
will be within 2 degrees apart between March 
18 and March 24. Look for them in the early 
morning about 45 minutes before sunrise. Sat
urn remains in Leo, just a couple of degrees east 
of the bright star Regulus. Jupiter rises several 
hours before the Sun and is the bright object in 
the south-southeast during the dawn hours

relation to the copyrighted work as a whole, and 4) 
the effect of the use upon the potential market for 
or value of the copyrighted work.

In the 2003 Court case Kelly vs. Arribasoft, Ar- 
ribasoft was convicted of copyright infringement 
after it took a thumbnail image from Kelly’s web 
site to link to a search engine on their site. Later 
the appeals court overturned it, stating it was okay 
based on the Fair Use Act.

So if your instructor asks you to submit non-copy- 
written material, search for royalty-free images (is- 
tockphoto.com) or audio (Gettylmages.com/Music), 
or use your own. You may have to pay for it, but who 
knows - someday you may use it in your portfolio. 

Probably not okay:
•Was used in a parody of the original that did 

not refer to the original in broad enough terms to 
be understood by the court.

•Was used in an advertisement, commercial or 
promotional copy.

•Was a complete copy of the work or used the 
key elements of the work rather than being a copy 
of a small portion of the work.

Possible fair-use exemptions
•Is used for non-profit educational purposes.
•Is a parody of another work.
•Is used for critical purposes such as in a news

paper review of a work of art.
•Is used in a work of scholarship.
•Is the very subject of something you're com

menting on in your work.
•Is strictly for your own personal use and does 

not affect the income of the original creator.
•Does not contain the very "essence" of the 

original image.

Spring Skies
With Daylight Saving (not savings) Time, 

the skies remain darker for a longer period in 
the morning time. I wonder which bank is 
holding our Daylight account? The Ground 
Hog’s prediction will come true: spring will ar
rive on time. The Vernal Equinox is March 20 
at 1:48 a.m. EDT. This is the earliest arrival of 
spring since 1896. The beginning of spring will 
not fall back to March 21 in the Americas until 
2103. Easter is March 23, almost at its earli
est possible date. The celebration is calculated 
as the first Sunday after the first full moon after 
the Vernal Equinox. The full moon this month 
is Friday March 21.
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Faith Club

Three women with differing religious beliefs - one Jewish, one 
Christian, one Muslim - decided to come together and write a childrens 
book called The Faith Club about understanding different religions.

But in a world filled with religious violence and conflict, this 
seems like an absurd concept. These women opened up an honest 
religious dialogue that has spread across the country. In their book, 
Ranya Idliby, Suzanne Oliver and Priscilla Warner write about their 
experience learning and discussing one another’s faith.

In the last chapter there are instructions on how to start a Faith 
Club, and that is precisely what two NMC faculty members have 
begun doing.

“College is usually the place where people start to ask the big 
questions,” said philosophy professor Corey Sanderson. “Questions 
like: Why am I here? What is my purpose in life? Who am I? Faith 
Club is a safe place to explore and ask questions of a spiritual nature.”

The idea started when NMC Diversity Services Coordinator Lisa 
Blackford read an article in “About Campus Magazine” dealing with 
the book The Faith Club.

“Students come to campus and start to question what they have 
been exposed to,” said Blackford. “Faith Club is where students can 
have very open, very broad discussions about spirituality.”

College is definitely the time to start looking ahead towards a 
career, and many students are trying to find a job that pays well and 
gives them a sense of purpose.

“We all want to feel like our lives are meaningful in some way,” 
said Blackford. “Choosing a career that is both financially and 
spiritually rewarding is a big concern for a lot of students.”

One obstacle with religious discussions in public education 
is some of the restrictions inherent to the system. It seems to 
be a general understanding that the classroom is not the proper 
environment to talk about personal spirituality.

“In the classroom, you have to treat religion as a study, and 
nothing more, which is helpful in learning about the facts, but this 
way of dealing with religion does put a limit on how far you can 
go with it,” said Sanderson. “Faith Club is a way to make religious 
discussions more personal.”

It seems today that there are few opportunities for college students 
to explore spirituality in an open-minded environment. Most churches 
tend to have doctrines and issues that are not up for questioning. 
Unlike most religious or spiritual groups, faith clubs are set up with no 
real purpose in mind other than facilitating discussion.

“The idea was to get this started and let people come and set the 
agenda,” said Sanderson. “This is really meant to be more of a service 
to students.”

However, there are ideas on field trips that could be taken by the 
group. Two of the ideas Blackford suggested included a trip to the 
Medicine Lodge and a local Jewish synagogue. Sanderson hoped that 
these trips like these would let students experience different religions 
in a “sensory way.”

“It would also be interesting to get our international students 
involved too,” said Blackford. “How often do we get the chance to 
discuss religion on an international level?”

The NMC Faith Club meets every first and third Wednesday of 
the month from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. in the Les Beiderman building 
in room 208. Blackford stressed this is not a very formal gathering; 
people are encouraged to bring a lunch to the meeting, an open 
mind and something to talk about.

The deeply spiritual and the mildly curious are encouraged to join 
with the hope that this will be a step to breaking down the religious 
boundaries that tend to divide us.

Submit your originalpoetry to whitepinepress@gmail.comfor a chance 
to win the WFP’s first-ever Poetry Contest beginning now through 
April 18. Up to two poems per poet. Possible prices TEA. Winning 
poetry will be published in the April 28 issue of the WTP.

Lipstick
By: Allison Peters

She reached her pale hands
in front of the passenger vents
to stay warm
before she pulled apart the magnetic button that
cinched the sides
of her purse to take out that
bar of color;
she tugged on the cap, and the stick grew 
like a beanstalk when 
she twisted 
the end
out of place.
From the moment the rosy red touched her lips, 
she knew he’d refuse to give her a kiss.
So she told him goodnight 
and walked
herself to her door, 
not minding much 
since much wasn’t minding her 
either.

Transvestite
By: Kenneth Williams

What are you trying to hide 
Behind that make-up, 

tucked between your thighs 
Your hands, your voice 

give away your past 
And you still try to get by 

with stuffing your chest and pants 
Were you abused as a kid?
So you changed your I.D.

Was your childhood that bad? 
You hid your face from Jesus 

Were you spit on, beaten and teased? 
How bad was it for you? 

Changing into a transvestite

El Paso
By: Justin Drabek

A poem for West Texas from Juarez, Mexico 
In the morning you sit and drink your coffee 

Do you ever think of me? 
Sitting there, do you comprehend or understand the life you live?

While I take a bus to and from work 
You have become content with never looking across the border 
I can’t help but finding myself on the border of the Rio Grande 

Looking at you, looking at your loved ones. 
Do you even want to pretend to think of me? 

Or am I just a figment of your imagination?
Well?

PREPARE YOURSELF 
TO EXCEL

Earn a bachelor’s degree in Liberal Studies. This customized degree program lets 

you study topics most relevant to your career goals. You develop your own course of 
study, in consultation with your advisor, in areas of emphasis such as' pre-law. 
environmental advocacy, nonprofit leadership, communication arts, child development, 

social work, or other human services. Plus, the flexible curriculum makes it easier to 

use your previous college credit to complete the degree. It’s your time to excel. Call or 
visit us online for more information about the Liberal Studies program at Grand Valley 
in Traverse City, gvsu.edu/traverse i 231.995.1785 i 888.922.1785

GrandVmily 
State University

traverse City 
Regional Center
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"Semi-Pro" lowers the bar 
for success - and succeeds

I
 ABRAHAM MORRISON
Press Staff Columnist

It’s the 1970s and Flint is all funked up. One 
hit wonder Jackie Moon (Will Farrell) has used 
the fortune he earned from his smash single 
“Love Me Sexy” to become the owner, player, 
and head coach of the Flint Tropics basketball 
team. Under his leadership the ragtag team of 
misfits that make up the Flint Tropics have fallen 
to last place in their division.

Plummeting attendance, public humiliation 
and the looming shadow of bankruptcy cannot 
convince Jackie Moon that a change needs to be 
made to save the Tropics. It’s not until he’s in
formed that the team could simply cease to exist 
that Jackie takes action.

The American Basketball League (ABA), which 
the Tropics belong to, is merging with the NBA, 
and only four teams are selected to enter the NBA. 
Jackie Moon’s Flint Tropics isn’t one of those teams. 
After an intense debate with the board in charge 
of the ABA, he is given one more
chance. If the Tropics are to 
become a part of the NBA, 
he will have to place at 
least fourth at the

end of the season. The rest of the film details his 
pursuit of that goal.

Along the way, a washed up NBA benchwarmer 
named Monix (Woody Harrelson) is added to the 
team, and the Tropics’ delinquent star, Coffee Black 
(Andre Benjamin), learns value of teamwork - the 
usual sports movie formula is followed with very 
few exceptions.

I went into Semi-Pro with low expectations. If I 
hadn’t seen Woody Harrelsons name on the movie 
poster, I wouldn’t have given it a chance. It was those 
low expectations that made Semi-Pro such a pleasant 
surprise. Was it a good movie? Absolutely not. But 
when compared to how bad it should have been, it 
comes off as a cinematic triumph.

I found myself smiling a lot, chuckling a little 
and every once in a while bursting out laughing. I 
don’t expect it to be receiving any nominations next 
awards season. However, I walked out of the theatre 
feeling better than when I walked in and confident 
that the price of the ticket was money well spent.

Plenty of big budget action films have failed 
where Semi-Pro succeeded. It’s a sometimes- 

funny, almost-touching, oddly-inspiring film 
that somehow manages to surpass your 

expectations. Like Jackie Moon’s Flint 
Tropics, Semi-Pro isn’t trying to be the 
best of the year. It’s shooting much 
lower and easily reaches that goal. 
Whether or not that makes it a good 
movie is still up for debate.

I

Criterion Corner

The Last Emperor
Bernardo Bertolucci’s The Last Em

peror SN2S a hit at the 1987 Academy 
jfc J Awards, winning in all nine categories it

was nominated in, including Besr Pic
ture. Set in China during the last days of 
the Ching dynasty, the film follows the 
life of Emperor Pu Yi, from his corona- 

' I1 tion in 1908 at the age of three, through 
' ' ' ' decades of political revolution. With a

DVD release that finally does the film 
■ SWrff! justice, Criterion has pulled out all the 

stops with this four-disc set. Featuring 
two newly restored versions of the film, 

the 165-minute theatrical and 218-minute television versions are 
spread across two discs. While Bertolucci considers his theatrical cut 
the definitive version, the much longer television version is just as 
enjoyable, allowing the film’s cinematic design and scope more room 
to breathe. All this in addition to two supplementary-filled discs and 
a booklet featuring essays, interviews and production diary extracts 
makes this another must-have Criterion release for any cinephile.

New on DVD

Into the Wild
Into the Wild is based on the 

true story of Christopher Mc
Candless, who said “to heck 
with society,” gave away his sav
ings, burned the rest of his cash, 
changed his name to Alexander 
Supertramp and then hit the road 
for Alaska. Directed by Sean Penn, 
and featuring a wicked cast in
cluding Marcia Gay Harden and 
Catherine Keener, it earned Hal 
Holbrook an Oscar nomination 
for Best Supporting Actor. The film'stays honest by veering away 
from weepy sentiment and lets the audience decide if Mr. Super
tramp is a free spirit or naive loner.

You Decide
Vantage Point

Starring Dennis Quaid (“Smart Peo
ple”) and Matthew Fox (“Lost”), Van
tage Point certainly lives up to its tagline 
“8 strangers, 8 points of view, 1 truth.” 
The plot follows eight different people’s 
perspectives of the mysterious pub
lic assassination of the President of the 
United States of America during a peace 
assembly in Spain to unite countries 
worldwide. The film, which, unfortu
nately, sorely lacks any smart, intrigu
ing writing, turns into a game of visual 
telephone as perceptions clash and truth

is revealed. Vantage Point challenges how politics purposely falsify cer
tain situations in order to divert the attention of those who can be eas
ily swayed by the media. With a weak script but an intense plot, Vantage 
Point merits a “You Decide” from the WPP
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NIN follows the 
"free" wave

sing/talk/scream, and when he 
never does, that same demo-like 
quality sticks for the remainder 
of the first volume of the set.

This is bound to be worth the 
different price options for this four- 
volume record for dedicated and 
die-hard fans of NIN, but for the 
average consumer, it lacks — at least 
in the overall nine tracks — the sub
stance that would make someone 
want to spend an extra $5 to get 
the full 36 demo-like tracks. 

However, the affordability as
pect of “Ghosts” 
should be 
enough to push 
it through and 
make it a hit, 
and it may just 
in fact be the 
extra shove that 
is needed to get 
more bands to 
realize their cre

ative potential other than under 
the constraints of a major music 
label. One would be keen on be
lieving that Trent Reznor is the 
man who could realize this.

Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds: 
Dig!!! Lazarus Dig!!!

Nick Cave never seems to stop. He con
tinues to create one amazing album after an
other. This is Cave’s first return to the music 
world since 2004 with a release by his Bad 
Seeds band, but that doesn’t mean he wasn’t 
busy; he wrote the screenplay scored the music 
for the film The Proposition and then released 
his heavier Grinderman record. He then went 
back to musical scoring for the film adaptation 
of The Assassination of Jesse James by the cow
ard Robert Ford. Now he has taken all of those 
elements and put them into over an hour of 
enjoyable experience in “Dig Lazarus Dig!,” a 
record full of the Nick Cave people have come 
to know and love, but it also fits as the perfect 
introduction to an artist people should know.

I
 JUSTIN DRABEK

Press A & E Editor

After the success of Radio
head’s “In Rainbows,” it was only 
a matter of time before other art
ists followed the trend of offering 
free digital downloads of latest 
albums. Nine Inch Nails’ Trent 
Reznor is the next artist to follow 
suit by releasing “Ghosts.”

However, with ’’Ghosts,” it 
seems a little less inspired and 
less original when it comes down 
to the fact that
“Ghosts” is a 36- 
instrumental, 
four-part album 
that clocks in at 
a bit over two 
hours. And to get 
every track, you 
have to pay $5, 
which seems like 
a good idea for
a whole album. However, to get a 
nine-song sample, you pay nothing 
and you still get the first volume on 
it. But if these songs are any indi
cation of what the remaining vol
umes are like, it would be best to 
just download the nine free songs 
and part ways.

The songs start out hopeful 
enough: the first track, which 
is two minutes and 48 seconds 
long, is entided “1 Ghosts I.”
The song is an eerie and simplis
tic stepping stone for the record 
built upon a recurring piano line 
that sticks in your head and plays 
during the dead space between 
tracks one and two. On the sec
ond track, “2 Ghosts I” (you get 
the pattern here), the dark and 
overbearing feeling that tragedy 
is about to strike at any moment 
begins to stick, and the lyric-less 
tale seems to be unfolding of one 
of inner solitude and torment, 
sadly with the exception of tracks 
six, seven and nine, which carry 
the mood of a brilliantly unique 
and claustrophobically ambient 
Brian Eno sounding record. The 
rest end up sounding more like 
early lyric-less demos of a Nine 
Inch Nails record.

It’s on the third track things 
start to decline; the uniqueness of 
the first two tracks is replaced by 
a song that seems to be destined 
to have Reznor begin singing his

Here is a break down on 
what you get for what you pay:

Free - First volume of 
“Ghosts,” which consists of 
nine songs and the pdf pages 
for the booklet, including ex
tras such as wallpapers.

$5 - All 36 songs that 
span the four-volume set in 
a variety of digital formats, 
which includes a 40-page pdf 
booklet.

$ 10 - “Ghosts” on two 
CDs in a six-panel digi-pak 
case that comes with a 16- 
page booklet. Also included 
at the time of the download 
are the full 36 songs in a vari
ety of digital formats.

$75 - “Ghosts” in a hard
cover fabric slip case, which 
includes 2 audio CDs, 1 data 
DVD and a Blu-Ray disc 
with “Ghosts” in high-defini- 
tion, which includes 96/24 
stereo.

Ferris St

UNIVERSITY CE 
FOR EXTENDE

Success is closer 
than you think

NMC
University 

Center'

Opcw'HC: .%?«> Pool's

wwwJerris edu/offcampus
You almost have your associate degree. Don’t stop 
there. You’re too close! Earning your associate 
degree in one of the programs Ferris articulates with 
Northwestern Michigan College can put you about 
halfway or more towards your bachelor’s degree. 
Ferris offers classes on this campus because you’re 
too close to success to stop now. Success begins at 
NMC and continues at Ferris State University.

Call 1-231-995-1734

Stop by the Ferris office in the 
University Center to obtain information 
on the programs Ferris offers at NMC:
Accountancy
Business Administration
Business Administration-Aviation 
Business Administration-Maritime 
Business Administration-Professional Track 
Career and Technical Education, MS 
Computer Information Systems 
Curriculum and Instruction, MEd 
Human Resource Management Certificate 
International Business Certificate 
Nursing, RN to BSN
Secondary Teacher Education
Social Work
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It’s worth 
your time...
Regardless of your financial need, 
complete the FAFSA to be considered 
for most NMC scholarships.

Want a little help filling out the FAFSA?
Come to Financial Aid Friday:
1-4 p.m., Beckett Building, 217
Z Feb. 29 
Z March 7 
Z March 14

Check your NMC MBX e-mail 
account for what you should bring.

Northwestern
Michigan
College

(231) 995-1035 | financialaid@nmc.edu

NOTE: CALLS TO 231-995-11IS-ARE COMPLEISLf CONH-
DENflAL IF YOU CALL ROM OFF CAMPUS OR USE A 

OIL PHOME.OUR TIPW1JL Bfc ANONYMOUS.

Campus Services dapends <m your help to prevent 
crime and spot, problems or violations at Northwestern 
Michigan College. Ybu may « wowLnj’ erfeew scmstrirg fc*. 
stove.«m^or crime, w.r-. someone’s Hit or mate your common' a 
bettor far <wr>«r« Csnws Semes tsw help b« we wed a
pte to -ftrLtou «fil «r csrrftfeMs*) ip Ire M 231-995-11 IL

No Information Is too «mdt or unimportant for the 
NMC Security Tip Line, f’toise fete the lecRon offfc «- 
Stem and W dcask yw on p»w«fc afeOMt the person end she wm- 
oms. Qrrpw wI! follow up on AU ip* yay prwdc, W
wli NOT corort ygy.urfow Wt ms to.

PWwdtesg your name and phone surfer on the NMC SmxstyTp 
Lee s optional, but wy hefpfti, if«® tee qwstew, we may want to 
«w you law by pfcom, ww i or by any method you dicwe, (f 
you iem yaw »»> please w your real tww.plwee number, and

If a crime or other suspicious activity Is la-progress, call 
911 or (231 )883-9»M. If you a** the victim of a crime, 
call £3h«B3.»».

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP 
ANO FOR HELPING OTHERS! 3147 Logan Valley Road 

(across from Logan's Landing) 
TRAVERSE CITY, Ml

To the booth 
for a fake bake

There are a few things that really get to me this 
time of the year. Topping that list are cabin fever, 
clouds, the color gray, homework, stress and Michael 
Bolton haters.

Basically, as Mike Moran says, I can’t wait for 
summer to come. I crave the heat, the humidity, 
the clothing and, most importantly, the rays. The

0UT&
ABOUT
I BROOKSVANDERBUSH

Press Staff Columnist

suns rays help to banish the mounting depression 
that comes with a frozen tundra. At this time of 
year, I often feel as though I’d rather be writing a 
novel under the direction of Annie Wilkes than 
face another gray, artic blast.

I accidentally stumbled onto the solution to my 
mounting thoughts while tanning, following the advice 
of a friend on a clever way to look good throughout the 
winter months.

Another horrible side effect of winter is that every
one walks around looking as though they are imper
sonating their other worldly selves. This, too, can be 
solved with tanning.

The fake bake rays fill one up with fake bake joy. A 
most attractive dealer has suddenly provided the fix 
that I usually get from the sun after a nice long day at 
the beach to me. This tanning dealer sits behind a desk, 
looks me up in a computer and leads me to my own 
private room frill of my own private supply. I just have

to lie back and soak in my addiction.
Not only does my mood improve immediate

ly, but also my self-confidence. I am even surer in 
my skin than I would be normally. Sure, I think: it’s 
freezing outside and people can’t tell a human pass
erby from a grizzly at times due to certain winter 
fashions, but I will always look a bit more Hawaiian 
than anyone else.

These lovely fake rays (not in the quantity that 
may come from the sun) also provide Vitamin D. 
That’s good, right?

To me, the biggest benefit of a 10 or 20-min- 
ute trip to the tanning parlor is that of complete 
relaxation. I’m forced to forget all of life’s many 
woes and stressors. As I lie there, listening to the 
sweet hum of the bed and the lyrical whiskey of 
Buckcherry, I can’t help but become lost in the ra
diant world of make-believe that appears inside that 
sunny sarcophagus. The winter blues just melt away 
under that fake bake sun.

My personal favorite tanning salon is (and has 
been for years): Desert Sun. It is my sanctuary - the 
best there is, in my humble opinion, and you are 
welcome to it, but don’t come a knockin’ if Buck- 
cherry’s rockin’.

Gyms also have tanning with memberships. Stay in 
shape and look great! Ah, the best of both worlds.

Now, don’t get me wrong, I realize that too 
much of a good thing is bad - even tanning, 
with skin cancer and all. Of course, I figure: skin 
cancer takes a long time to form, and I probably 
won’t even notice it by then because of all of the 
liver spots. But seriously, don’t overdo it.

What’s the moral of this story? Summer will 
be here soon, and the biggest fix of all (the sun) is 
not too far away. But if you can’t wait for the sun, 
go out and get your happiness now at a tanning 
joint near you.

I ATTENTION!!!
[ You need an HIV Test if:

; > You are a Man who has 
sex with Men (MSM)

j > You are a Man or Woman who 
j has used Injectable Drugs (IDU)
I > You are a sexual partner of an 

HIV positive person, MSM or IDU

j > You are a person who has 
1 exchanged sex for money,

drugs, food, or a place to sleep 

> You have never had an HIV test

£a&fiorita
MEXICAN RESTAURANTS

GARFIELD AVE 
947-8820

NINTENDO
Wii

weekly tournament
mon-tues-wed
8:00 to 10:00

sign up @ 7:00

Monday -FIGHT NIGHT 
Tuesday—BOWLING 
Wednesday—BASEBALL

SCHEDULE YOUR WV TEST TODAY

231-935-0668 I maybe your the best....or maybe you’ve never 
played...it doesn’t matter...

IT’S ALL ABOUT HAVING FUN!!
*
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Irving Berlin’s ‘I Love a Piano’ 
at Interlochen Wed, Mar.
12, 7:30pm. Corson Audito
rium. Musical revue following 
the adventures of an old up
right piano through 70 years of 
American history. http://tickets. 
interlochen.org. 800-681-5920 
or 231-276-7800.

Downtown Dinner & a 
Movie: ‘Funny Face’ Wed,
Mar. 12, 7pm. Fred Astaire 
and Audrey Hepburn star in 
this musical comedy romance. 
Tickets are $7 for adults. Cash 
bar available. Admission in
cludes a dinner coupon for 
participating downtown restau
rants. www.cityoperahouse.org. 
231-941-8082.

‘Into the Woods’ at Old Town 
Playhouse Thurs, Mar. 13 — 
Thurs, Mar. 29. Curtain at 8pm 
on Thurs, Fri and Sat shows, and 
at 3pm on Sun shows. Mar 13,
14, 15,16,20,21,22, 23,27, 28 
and 29. James Lapine and Ste
phen Sondheim’s fractured fairy 
tale musical. With satirical ver
sions of characters like Cinderel
la, Litde Riding Hood and Prince 
Charming. 231-947-2210.

Jeff Haas Trio and Phoenix 
Quartet at Milliken Auditori
um Sat, Mar. 15, 8pm. Traverse 
City’s pianist Jeff Haas presents 
his double-quartet project fea
turing his own quartet and the 
highly acclaimed string quar
tet for a mix of jazz and classical 
music at the Dennos Museum 
Center. http://sabo.seatadvisor. 
com/sabo/servlets/Even tSearch ?p 
resenter=COH.

Traverse Symphony Orchestra 
performs ‘Messiah’ Sat, Mar.
15 at 8pm and Sun, Mar. 16 at 
3pm. Conductor Kevin Rhodes 
presents Handel’s complete ora
torio in full concert performance 
featuring a cast of soloists, the 
Traverse Symphony Chorus and 
the NMC Chorale. Considered 
to be the greatest oratorio ever 
written and originally performed 
during Easter. 231-947-7120 or 
www.tso-online.org.

St. Patrick’s Toga Party at 
Streeter’s Ground Zero Sat,
Mar. 15 at 9pm. Combining 
old school toga-partying with 
green beverages. No cover charge 
if you’re wearing a Toga! www. 
StreetersOnline.com or 231- 
932-1300.

An Evening With Little Feat 
at City Opera House Tue, Mar 
18. Doors open at 6:30pm, show 
starts at 8pm. A free-wheeling fu
sion of California rock and Dixie- 
inflected funk-boogie, Little Feat 
has been playing their eclectic 
and memorable songs since 1969 
with no signs of quitting, www. 
litdefeat.com or 231-941-8082.

Downtown Dinner & a Movie: 
‘Guess Who’s Coming to Din
ner’ Wed, Mar. 19, 7pm. Spen
cer Tracy, Katherine Hepburn, 
Sidney Poitier and Katherine 
Houghton star in this 1967 love 
story about a young interracial 
couple. Tickets are $7 for adults. 
Cash bar available. Admission 
includes a dinner coupon for 
participating downtown restau
rants. www.cityoperahouse.org 
or 231-941-8082.

Downtown Dinner & a Movie: 
‘Royal Wedding’ Wed, Mar. 26, 
7pm. Fred Astaire, Peter Lawford 
and Jane Powell star in this musi
cal romance about a brother and 
sister dance act. Tickets are $7 for 
adults. Cash bar available. Admis
sion includes a dinner coupon for 
participating downtown restau
rants. www.cityoperahouse.org or 
231-941-8082.

‘Race up the Face’ Snowmobile 
Drag Race Fri, Mar. 28 and Sat, 
Mar. 29 9am at Schuss Mountain 
in Mancelona. Pre-event is on 
Friday and the race takes place on 
Saturday, www.mancelonacham- 
ber.org or 231-620-2292.

Habitat for Humanity Flow
er and Garden Show Fri,
Apr. 4 — Sun, Apr. 6. Over 40 
vendors set up at the Grand 
Traverse Civic Center. 231- 
941-4663.

The Light Paintings of Stephen 
Knapp at the Dennos Museum
Sun, Apr. 13. Knapp presents 
an exhibition of his amazing 
light paintings, filling the walls 
with color using only mirrors, 
dichotic filters and focused light 
sources. 231-995-1055.

Bob Mintzer Quartet at In
terlochen Thurs, Apr. 17 at 
7:30pm in the Corson Audi
torium. Grammy-winning jazz 
saxophonist who has played and 
written for the likes of Buddy 
Rich, Mel Lewis and Art Blakely. 
His arrangements have become 
standards for big bands all over 
the world. http://tickets.interlo- 
chen.org or 800-681-5920.

Lyrical Astrology by Nathan Kainste

Aries (3/21 - 4/19) She says, Lou, it’s the 
beginning of a great adventure. Your days should 
be filled with adventure these few weeks. Don’t 
be afraid to go out and try something new. 
“Beginning of a Great Adventure” from Lou 
Reed’s New York
Taurus (4/20 - 5/20) There is something that I 
might find, looking round corners trying to find 
peace of mind. Your attention to detail is very 
acute right now, and for good reason. There 
is something that you might find: something 
important that demands your attention.
“If there is Something” from Roxy Music’s self- 
titled debut album
Gemini (5/21 — 6/21) Some of them lose and 
some of them loose. If you don’t loosen up a little 
bit, you’re bound to lose your mind. You’ve been 
coiled up and it’s time to unwind.
“Cindy Tells Me” from Brian Eno’s Here Come 
the Warm Jets
Cancer (6/22 - 7/22) We are young, but getting old 
before our time. Leave the TV and the radio behind. 
Don’t you wonder what we’ll find, steppin out 
tonight? Go out and have some fun this weekend. 
You might run into someone new and exciting! 
“Steppin’ Out” from Joe Jackson’s Night and Day 
Leo (7/23 - 8/22) You’re the antenna, catching 
vibration. Conversation is important right now, 
but dop’t forget to listen to people. You might 
learn some valuable information.
“Antenna” from Kraftwerk’s Radio-activity 
Virgo (8/23 - 9/22) It’s a fine, fine dividing line 
between the truth and the lies sometimes. I don’t 
know what you hope to find. I only know you got 
to be true to yourself Whatever you do, don’t 
compromise yourself and who you know yourself 
to be right now. People want to know the real you. 
“Be True to Yourself” from Stiff Little Fingers’ 
Guitar and Drum
Libra (9/23 — 10/22) Who in the world would

ever guess that something wasn’t right? Who can 
explain when the sun comes up in the middle of a 
winter night? Something is amiss. Keep your eyes 
peeled to find out what isn’t fitting into place 
right now.
“Something Isn’t Right” by Oingo Boingo 
featured on the soundtrack to The Bachelor Party 
Scorpio (10/23 - 11/21) Would you share a 
moment with me over herbal tea? Take a walk 
verbally, make a bond certainly? If there is 
someone you want to be closer to, now is a good 
time for some meaningful conversation. It will 
surely help to strengthen your bond.
“Mind Sex” from Dead Prez’s Let’s Get Free 
Sagittarius (11/22 - 12/21) It really doesn’t 
matter at all. Life’s a gas. Have some fun, take a 
chance, play some games. Stop taking yourself so 
seriously. You will have more success if you can 
enjoy yourself along the way.
“Life’s a Gas” from T. Rex’s Electric Warrior 
Capricorn (12/22 — 1/19) Hey good lookin’, what 
you got cookin’? You know you’re looking good, 
so lyljat .do you have in store for yourself. Others 
are noticing you. The ball is in your court.
“Hey Good Lookin’” by Hank Williams Sr. 
Aquarius (1/20 - 2/18) I don’t care too much for 
money, money can’t buy me love. Keep the wallet 
in your pocket. The important purchases to be 
madfccjfc’t be bought so easily. You may have to 
invest time and effort to acquire what you really 
want and need right now.
“Can’t Buy Me Love” from The Beatles’ A Hard 
Day’s Night
Pisces (2/19 - 3/20) What’s real and make believe? 
Baby Jane’s in Acapulco; we are flying down to Rio. 
You’re not on vacation but your perception of 
reality ■ taking some time off. Look around you: 
things are not always as they seem.
“Virginia Plain” from Roxy Music’s self-titled 
debut album

Is something coming 
up that you want in 
the calender? Email 

us at whitepine- 
press@gmail.com, or 

call us at 
(231)995-1173.

NEW NMC SERVICE
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Sian up for ftlert messaging!
- HHC Emergencu info
- HHC Campus dosores

It’s easy:_ _ _ _ _
wwwjroc.edu/selfseruice
Oicfe on "Personal Info"
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Your Success:
Our Greatest Achievement

generous scholarships 

- flexible class times 

dedicated, experienced professors
more than 75 undergraduate 
and 27 graduate programs

liberal arts combined 
with career preparation

Apply today!
Undergraduate 734-432-5339 
Graduate 734-432-5667

www.madonna.edu
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IF YOU'RE GOING TO SAN FRANCISCO... When they weren't in convention sessions, press reporters got a chance to experience the energy 
and eclecticism of San Francisco. From top left: Advertising Manager Christy Gray on the Embarcadero; the view from the COIT Observatory looking 
west toward Lombard Street; A&E Editor Justin Drabek waits for his cable car; and Union Square bustles at midday.

■
 ALLISON PETERS

Press Editor-in-Chief

On Thursday, February 28 through Sunday, March 2, 
White Pine Press Editor-in-Chief Allison Peters, A&E Ed
itor Justin Drabek and Advertising Manager Christy Gray 
had the opportunity to visit the fast-paced excitement of 
one of the Golden State’s greatest big cities: San Francisco.

Home to Chinatown, the Japanese Tea Garden, the 
Museum of Contemporary Art, the Transamerica build
ing, trolley cars, Fisherman’s Wharf, the Castro, Lombard 
Street, the house of “Full House,” Rice-A-Roni and, of 
course, the Golden Gate Bridge, San Francisco hosted an 
Associated Collegiate Press journalism conference, and - 
lucky us - the WPP was invited to attend the event for an 
unforgettable experience.

We woke up — or didn’t sleep at all, rather — at 2 a.m. 
on Thursday morning to drive down to Grand Rapids to 
make our 6 a.m. flight to Chicago, and then Chicago to 
San Francisco. Our flights were on schedule, and by the 
time we walked off the plane into the terminal in San 
Francisco, we were already taking off our winter coats and 
gloves and walking around in T-shirts with our suitcases 
in hand. This weather was the first blissful shock - sunny 
skies and 60-degree temperatures throughout the trip were 
a bit more pleasing than the freezing weather and snowy 
sidewalks in Traverse City.

We arrived in San Francisco at 10 a.m. on Thursday, and 
we spent the morning and early afternoon walking doz
ens of blocks around the city until we reached Chinatown. 
There we experienced some unique cuisine that we couldn’t 
quite pronounce, building signs that we couldn’t actually 
read and a very busy atmosphere. By the time we finished

swallowing our savory beef and pork jell-O, our feet were 
killing us and the temperature had risen to over 70 degrees.

We checked into the hotel, which was located on 
Nob Hill - one of the most beautiful areas in the city. 
Our ninth-floor rooms overlooked bustling streets, 
countless stores and architecturally pleasing apart
ments. Considering the fact that we gained three hours 
on the trip there, we were fortunate to have two Star- 
bucks located on our hotel’s block.

We registered in the convention before explor
ing the city: we found old buildings converted into 
25-theatre movie megaplexes (matinee tickets were a 
sketchy $7.50 each), we drank delicious Jamba Juices 
in the astonishing downtown district and we made it 
back to the hotel just in time to catch “Lost” at what 
felt to us like midnight.

On Friday we woke up early to tour the City Col
lege of San Francisco - the campus right in the heart 
of downtown - and the University of California in 
Berkeley. In order to make it across the bay, we walked 
down the Powell BART (Bay Area Rapid Transit) sta
tion and took the underground train to Berkeley, 
where we ate in a hep, student-populated independent 
fast food restaurant called Smart Alec’s, bought half 
a dozen CDs for under $20 at Amoeba Records and 
walked past skeletal trees and studious college kids at 
the UC Berkeley campus. We made it back across the 
bay to San Francisco just in time for an authentic Ital
ian dinner, complete with genuine decor, waiters with 
accents and wine galore.

By Saturday morning we had prepared ourselves for 
the convention. I found myself in the Crystal Ballroom 
for the session entitled “Management Skills for Editors,”

where I picked up some tricks on how to set strong dead
lines and promote effective leadership.

Christy went to an “Interactive Advertising” session, 
while Justin attended a session called “Music Writing,” 
where he learned the ins and outs of covering the music 
beat and how to establish contacts with bands; ironical
ly, Justin conducted his first full-length interview with 
one of his favorite bands, Xiu Xiu, in West Oakland 
later that day.

The rest of Saturday was filled with the ultimate shop
ping experience - an enormous mall on the famous Mar
ket Street that trumps any mall in Michigan - dragging 
our feet up and down the steep slopes of San Francisco 
and a light dinner with friends and relatives before collaps
ing into our beds to prepare for the final day of our trip.

We got our morning coffees at the neighboring Star- 
bucks on Sunday morning before packing our luggage 
on checking out of the hotel. We intended on taking the 
BART straight to the airport, since it was one of the stops, 
but by the time we walked the 15 in the blistering heat with 
our suitcases, we realized diat we weren’t going to make our 
flight that way. So we tracked down a cab and rode south to 
the airport to catch our 2 p.m. flight to Denver. We made 
it, luckily, but our flight got held over in Denver for an 
hour, and it wasn’t until the eight o’clock hour that we were 
finally able to head back to Grand Rapids.

It was 1 a.m. on Monday morning when we put oUr 
luggage in the trunk of Christy’s car and headed back up 
to Traverse City. We may have missed our Monday morn
ing classes, but we realized that we didn’t much miss Tra
verse City by the time we got a 20-degree stun at 4 a.m. 
You can thank the WPR by the way, for bringing a little 
California sunshine with us back to Michigan.

«

*1


	2008-03-10-page-1
	2008-03-10-page-2
	2008-03-10-page-3
	2008-03-10-page-4
	2008-03-10-page-5
	2008-03-10-page-6
	2008-03-10-page-7
	2008-03-10-page-8
	2008-03-10-page-9
	2008-03-10-page-10
	2008-03-10-page-11
	2008-03-10-page-12
	2008-03-10-page-13
	2008-03-10-page-14
	2008-03-10-page-15
	2008-03-10-page-16

