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We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may

Fraud: not just 
for criminals

■
 KELLY DOBEK

Press Staff Writer

NMC is starting off the Spring 2010 semester with a bang, according to the Re
cords and Registration office: a 12% increase from last year, an increase that can be 
partly attributed to a rise in Michigan’s unemployment rate. According to the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, Michigan is the worst state for unemployment at 14.7%.

With new students often unable to count on a job to pay for their tuition, more 
people are turning to financial aid to fund their higher education. There are sever
al categories a person may or may not qualify for when getting aid, from competitive 
scholarships and grants to federal Stafford loans.

Once approved, the money looks almost too good to be true. In a tough eco
nomic climate many students may feel the need to cheat the system - but this is no 
less than fraud.

Financial Aid Director Pamela Palermo understands the ins and outs of finan
cial aid.

“Take what you need, not what you want. You can always borrow more later,” said 
Palermo. “Live like a student now, so you can live like a professional later. This may 
mean eating Ramen for a while; however, it will pay off in the end.”

Some students will sign up for a full load of classes in order to get the maxi
mum student aid, collect the funds, and not show up for classes. However, though 
individual instructors may not enforce a mandatory attendance, NMC’s Financial 
Aid office does.

As refund checks are issued to students there is a chance of getting overly excited 
about the big pay-off. Many students may be tempted to use that money for some
thing other than tuition or textbooks.

A salesperson at a Traverse City big box store has noticed a trend among people 
coming into the store purchasing large electronics with money they’ve received as 
financial aid.

“It’s nice to know where our taxpayers’ dollars are going to,” says the salesperson.
Though that TV may look good in the living room now, the long-term negative 

consequences come back in the end.
“Students learn of the repercussions a lot,” Palermo said. “It is an experience for 

them and they learn quickly. Loans need to be paid. It is government money; they 
will find you.”

Former NMC student Erin Muse has personal experience with financial aid.
“Sometimes it was necessary to borrow more in case I didn’t get to work a lot,” 

says Muse. “However, if I borrowed more than I needed I always used it towards 
giving it back in the end.”

The misuse of financial aid funds may be due to a general lack of financial profi
ciency. To counteract this, many colleges offer a financial aid literacy session that helps 
students understand the fine print of these documents.

In her 2006 article “Making Our Students $mart About Money,” Neale S. Godfrey 

• See FRAUD on page 2
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vz on campus

NMC Magazine fall issue a success
The White Pine Press would like to recognize another great issue of the NMC 
Magazine. The amazing graphics and unique literary “secrets” make for excellent 
reading. The editorial board did a spectacular job of designing a visually stunning 
issue. The submissions were of course the feature, and it has to be said they are unique 
and worthy of publication. Congratulations to everyone involved on such a successful 
project. We look forward to reading your Spring TO “Recipe” issue!

FAFSA help available
“College Goal Sunday” will be held on February 14 by NMC’s Financial Aid office. 
The event will be from 1-4 p.m and will be held on campus in Rooms 146 and 
147 of the Beckett Building. Parking is available in the Maple Lot, which is closest 
to the Beckett Building. This NMC Financial Aid Assistance Event is a great way 
to free help filling out your FAFSA. This event is in connection to the nationwide 
effort to help students get federal funding for school. “Everyone who plans to or is 
thinking about attending college should attend this event to apply for financial aid,” 
says Sally King the site coordinator for NMC regarding this event. Over 50% of 
NMC students receive some type of financial aid and this is one way to get the help 
you need for next semester. Those attending should bring; 2009 Federal Tax Return 
Papers, Drivers License or Green Card, student and parent Social Security numbers, 
and also your FAFSA Pin. A pin can be obtained at www.pin.edu.gov, preferably two 
weeks before event. For those interested, more information can be found by calling or 
emailing the Financial Aid office at (231) 995-1560 or financialaid.nmc.edu. 

T?ecus^6>u ccin't use * Iheuisyau cant use • ^betus^jou cant use
A customer in an Indian restaurant in Surrey, England was flabbergasted to see the 
face of Jesus Christ looking up at him from his naan bread while dining out a few 
days before Christmas. A surprisingly recognizable reproduction of Jesus’s face was 
portrayed in blackened patches on the bread. Equally bemused restaurant owner Asad 
Khan said there was nothing unusual about the naan’s preparation, but joked that 
“perhaps my chef has a direct line to the man upstairs.” www.telegraph.co.uk
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FRAUD continued

discusses students being financially illiterate.
“An online survey commissioned by Northwestern Mutual in 2003 revealed that ‘70% 

of parents say that most of our kids in the U.S. feel a sense of entitlement,” wrote Godfrey. 
“They just expect to have whatever it is they want, whenever they want it.’ So, what’s the 
big deal, you say? Why not let kids be kids? The big deal is that our children have access to 
money and they spend it.”

Read more in part two of this story, coming in the January 29 issue of the White Pine Press.

If you find yourself in trouble or have questions, the Financial Aid office is there to help: 
995-1035.

Press Photo/CALEB STRAIGHT

WHILE SOME STUDENTS were lucky enough to find cheap books on
line or from fellow students, there was no shortage of people willing to 
brave the line at the NMC Bookstore. The bookstore is often a student's 
only resort if the class or book is a last-minute addition to their load, 
resulting in an even more crowded shop. The staff has done an excel
lent job; despite the first week's crush, they have been both helpful and 
speedy.

Press Photo.;NORA STONE

LIKE LAST SEMESTER, NMC has employed extra security to ensure 
fluid parking arrangement as NMC is once again faced with a record- 
breaking student body. Fall 2009 topped out at 5,074 registered students, 
while Spring 2010 has beaten that record by seven students, with 5,081 
as the semester begins.

*
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Duke student conies with his own housing: 
a ‘94 Ford van

Image Courtesy/MCT CAMPUS

■
 ERIC FERRERI

McClatchy Newspapers (MCT)

DURHAM, N.C. — Even by starving-grad-student 
standards, Duke student Ken Ilgunas’ campus housing is 
humble. It is, however, mobile. Ilgunas, 26, is shacking up 
in a 1994 Ford Econoline as a means of getting through 
his liberal studies graduate program without debt. Parked 
in a lot on the edge of campus, he cooks with camping 
equipment and subsists largely on peanut butter.

Ilgunas, who grew up in Niagara Falls, N.Y., doesn’t 
think he’s really roughing it. He showers and exercises 
in the campus gym and knows all the 24-hour buildings 
where he can keep warm, dry and connected to the Inter
net.

“I’m rarely in the van. Just to eat and sleep,” he said 
this week. “Generally it’s not the most convenient place. 
The closest bathroom is a quarter-mile away and there’s 
no source of water nearby. But with that said, I live pretty 
comfortably. I bring a water jug to campus and fill it up.”

Ilgunas isn’t doing this out of necessity. Rather, it’s a 
self-test of sorts prompted by the $32,000 in debt he was 
left with after getting his undergraduate degree from the 
Universitv at Buffalo, a state nniversitv in New York. He

paid that debt off working full time for 2 1/2 years, and 
he swore never to be similarly saddled again.

His Duke courses are $3,000 each, but grants cut that 
to $1,000 per course. Between money he makes working 
part time and the summers he spends as a park ranger, he 
gets by.

Ilgunas figures it’s only a matter of time before the 
campus cops come knocking. Until then, though, he’s 
not saying exactly where he parks and lives.

He bought the van for $1,500 this spring and tore out 
some seats. He sleeps on the converted back seat, using 
a sleeping bag for cold nights. It’s comfortable enough, 
though the heat is no picnic. He’s reluctant to run the air 
conditioning; it could blow his cover.

“I got here and it was 95 degrees and 75 percent hu
midity,” he said. “It was like a greenhouse. I’d be in there a 
minute and my clothes would be totally saturated.”

An aspiring writer and devotee of “Walden,” Henry 
David Thoreau’s classic account of solitude and self-dis
covery, Ilgunas has another year or two of schooling ahead 
of him and hones to remain in his van.

He need not worry. A Duke official said that while the 
university doesn’t encourage Ilgunas’ method of housing, 
he doesn’t appear to be violating any campus rules.

“Our first concern is for his health and safety, and we 
offer guidance and counsel to help him transition to a new 
home,” Duke spokesman Michael Schoenfeld said. “That 
said, it is certainly a creative part of his education, though 
I don’t think Thoreau had to worry about parking tickets 
at Walden.”

Ilgunas was raised in a suburban, middle-class family. 
His mother is a nurse, his father is a factory worker. It was 
a good life, but left Ilgunas unsettled.

Now, he buys food in bulk and eats, on average, for 
$4.34 a day.

“I felt there was something vapid about the suburban 
lifestyle,” he said.

“People work 40 hours a week and come home and 
watch TV. There’s no beauty or poetry or adventure in 
that sort of life. I recognized I wasn’t getting something 
out of that lifestyle.”
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On the left, workers finish the outside walls on West Hall during the first week of Spring 2010 semester classes. The image on the right shows 
an artist's vision of the completed renovation project.

West Hall demolition finished 
on schedule

I
N0RA STONE
Press Editor-in-Chief

The wings of former dormitory West Hall 
are no more, but the question still remains as 
to what will be done with the space created 
by the nearly-finished demolition.

Right now, according to Director of 
Campus Services Ed Bailey, there are no 
final plans for what to do with the newly 
available areas where the wings used to be.

“The demolition went smoothly, so our 
goal there was accomplished,” said Bailey.

. Ideally, the college would like to build 
what Bailey calls a “student learning cen
ter,” which he described as a “one stop 
shop,” which would include several large 
classrooms, a student interaction area, Re
cords and Registration, and counseling 
services—everything a student needs, in 
one building.

Unfortunately, that goal is far in the fu
ture.

“With what’s going on in the state of 
Michigan, it’s a bad time to raise funds,” 
said Bailey, “so the idea has basically 
stopped at that point.”

With long-term goals on hold until 
funding can be arranged, the immediate 
future of West Hall involves finishing the 
exposed walls and landscaping the new 
open space in spring, after the snow melts.

95 percent of West Hall demo debris 
recycled

According to a press release sent out on 
Jan. 11 by Cari Noga of NMC Institution
al Advancement, the college exceeded ex
pectation for recycling materials discarded

during the demolition process—metal, 
wood and concrete.

“As part of its recycling policy, NMC 
requires contractors to keep at least 50 
percent of the demolished materials out 
of landfills,” writes Noga. A higher goal— 
65 percent—-was set for the West Hall 
project, but with a recycling rate of 95 
percent, nearly all of the materials are des
tined for a new life.

About 40 cubic yards of 
wood and trees will be 
turned into mulch; 120 
cubic yards of metal, re
moved with a magnet, will 
be recycled by Rifkin, a 
Traverse City scrap yard; 
and 2,110 cubic yards of 
concrete and bricks will 
be crushed into gravel and 
used in other projects.

When destruction is 
the best option

Though originally built 
as a dormitory in 1963,
West Hall hasn’t been used 
as such since December 
of 2008, when the wings 
were decommissioned 
due to lower demand for 
dorm rooms. That winter, 
the roof of the north wing 
sprang a serious leak, and 
the south wing was also in 
poor condition.

Renovations to reclaim 
the building’s wings were pro
posed, but deemed too costly

to pursue. According to Cathy Jones, vice 
president of Finance and Administration, 
$861,000 would have been needed to fix 
the damaged portions. Further renova
tions would have been required to bring 
the wings into compliance with the Ameri
can Disability Association’s guidelines for 
handicapped access.

The cost for demolition was estimated 
at a much more reasonable $325,000. The

CRANE DEMOLISHES WEST HALL Construction equipment moves in to move 
out pieces of debris that once were the walls of West Hall dormitory.

final budget for the project is $250,000, 
according to Bailey. Grand Traverse Con
struction, the contractors in charge of the 
project, quoted a $207,000 price tag for 
the demolition.

The Board of Trustees approved the de
molition in November of 2009. The work 
was carried out by Grand Traverse Con
struction and Team Elmer’s while NMC 
was closed between semesters.
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FROM THE SOURCE'S MOUTH

Upward 
Bound 
director 
to retire

This year NMC will lose someone who has 
been a shining star and who has touched many, 
many lives. Barb Zupin is set to retire soon after 
21 years as the head of NMC’s chapter of Up
ward Bound, an outreach program that helps high 
school students prepare for college. We sat down 
with her to talk about her time at NMC and 
about the program.

How long have you been at NMC?
I have been at NMC this month for 21 

years. It’s gone quickly, as life does, it goes very 
quickly. That was the beginning of Upward 
Bound here on campus. I started in January 
and the funding for Upward Bound started in 
the fall of 1989.

Did you know that you were going to work 
on Upward Bound when you got to NMC?

No. I was determined to work at the col
lege and I have a master’s degree and I thought 
that the only way I’m going to get in here is to 
start anywhere I could. So I was hired to keep 
the admissions office open for two hours on a 
Wednesday night. I just did small jobs here as 
they opened up, which you would do wherever 
you want to work. You start wherever you can. 
Then the grant came through and a woman 
named Eva Petoskey was the director of Up
ward Bound. She was just short of her doctor
ate and an incredible woman. After she left to 
start a family, I became the director.

Where did you go to school?
Actually I went to NMC many years ago, 

and it was a great experience, and I really have 
to do my story, because all of us who’ve attend
ed NMC, especially in those older days, feel 
very fortunate. There have always been phe
nomenal instructors here, and I was just a kid 
from Traverse City who could not have gone to 
college had NMC not been here. Then, I grad
uated with my bachelor’s and my master’s from 
Michigan State.

By NORA STONE Press Editor-in-Chief

Press Photos/NORA STONE

What is Upward Bound all about?
We work with high school students and 

that’s our mission. We’re here to serve high 
school students as they prepare for college. 
What 1 really want to emphasize is that stu
dents for whom no one in their family has a 
4-year degree are at a tremendous disadvan
tage as they try to navigate and get them
selves in place to start college. None of our 
students’ families have four-year degrees. 
That’s the glue that everyone has in com
mon, but it’s a nice, wonderful mix of stu
dents. They start in ninth grade and finish in 
twelfth grade, so it’s very unique in a lot of 
ways and one of them is that continuity.

What do you do with the high school stu
dents to get them interested and on the col
lege track?

Well there’s the academics, we have a learn
ing coordinator and that’s Lisa Nowka, we have 
a tutoring staff, and there lot of opportunities 
to learn study skills, to prepare for the ACT, 
and for the MME.

The other part of it is that if you want stu
dents to attend college you have to visit colleges 
so that’s what we do, we travel. We visit Michi
gan State this fall and we also went to CMU 
to a football game, so the idea is that if you 
want students to go [to college], you have to go 
there. It’s a great opportunity for students. We 
also have a summer component that is unique

to all Upward Bound; we went to Notre Dame 
last summer.

So this is a nationwide program?
Yes, there are about 20 Upward Bound pro

grams in Michigan and 700 in the country. It 
started in the ‘60s when they really realized who 
was going to college and who was not going to 
college, and truly it was people whose families 
had earned college degrees. So that’s why we 
needed to open those doors so that a great di
versity of people could attend college.

What is the average Upward Bound student 
like?

It’s difficult to say, because they are very 
different. We take about 20 students a year. 
They need to be able to like school, they need 
to like being involved in school and be trust
worthy. Behavior and attitude are very impor
tant. They need to follow the guidelines and 
show that they want to be part of an academic 
program. It’s a mix of students, but they’re all 
willing to work.

Looking back on your time at Upward 
Bound, are there any success stories that 
stand out?

There are many. We had a student who is 
now at NYU, who had a very difficult home life 
and is now thriving in New York City. She was 
a student who loved school and wanted to work

very hard. We also had a student who gradu
ated from MIT, and we have many students at 
colleges in the state. That’s the beauty of being 
here long enough because we get to go down to 
colleges like MSU and see our students there.
So it’s very fun to meet a student in 9th grade 
and see them graduate from college. Many of 
these students come back and work in our sum
mer program.

Is it possible for NMC students to get in
volved with Upward Bound?

Yes. There are instructional opportunities, 
there’s an opportunity to be an RA during our 
summer component, to travel and be a part of 
our program. It would also be a great thing for 
college students to come in and talk to our Up
ward Bound students about what college is like 
and what they need to do to prepare.

Where do you hope to see the program going 
in the future?

I hope it stays very high energy. It’s been 
very fun over these years to keep it interesting. 
We are really a little microcosm of a college. We 
have our academic part and our career part, and 
retention and graduation is very important to 
us. To stay tuned with the future and with what 
is coming up, that’s what I’d like to see.
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More democracy, not 
less, is the answer

Editorial Cartoons

If Michigan’s Constitution were a car, it would be a Packard.
That's about how old our current constitution is. The last time it 

was revised was in 1962, nearly 50 years ago.
But these documents are built to last, right? Built to stand the test 

of time and to weather the winds of social change?
Our own state constitution, however, requires that Michigan voters 

be asked, every 16 years, if they think a constitutional convention is 
needed. This year, 2010, Michigan will have the chance to vote for 
a constitutional convention to be held in November., There has long 
been awareness in Michigan that our governmental structures are 
built for a population and an economy that no longer exists.

With all of the problems our state faces, it is a wonder that the 
possibility of a constitutional convention isn’t already big news. 
__________________ Alter all, you would have to

THE ISSUE:
Constitutional convention

OUR VIEW:
2010 is the year

have been living under a rock not 
to know that funding for most 
schools in Michigan is either 
insufficient or will be soon, and 
tax collections are endemically

______________________________ _ insufficient to fund the
government that we do have.

Furthermore, our state can’t compete with neighboring states in 
terms of number of college graduates, we spend more on prisons than on 
education, and the state’s economy has been in a recession since 2002.

Michigan, it is time for a reality check, and a constitutional 
convention can be the forum for a real discussion, finally, about what 
we want Michigan to be fifty years from now.

In a real discussion about Michigan’s future, the following issues 
should be on the table: term limits, consolidation of school districts, 
reinstatement of property taxes, changing the sales tax, eliminating 
townships, and restructuring the legislature.

Big changes like these worry established interests - especially 
if they are unable to commandeer the process - and this is at least 
one good reason to have a convention, because let’s face it, the 
established interests in Michigan haven’t done the working people 
many favors recently.

Twenty five years of hoping tax cuts will attract new business isn’t a 
solution. Republicans must finally let go of this failed idea, which seems 
to be the only one they have, no matter what the problem may be.

It is also clear that a “green revolution” in Michigan, will be small 
in scale - not the economic boon touted by the governor’s office. The 
truth may be unkind, but other states have already received the lion’s 
share of stimulus funding related to green energy and other states 
(like California and Massachusetts) are bigger markets for this type 
of energy and so are more attractive to investors.

It should be apparent to intelligent observers that since schools 
are meant to persist for decades, our 15-year experiment with 
funding educational institutions through sales taxes is both illogical 
and counterproductive. What happens when sales go down? The 
funding disappears, but the need remains.

A reinstatement of property taxes is something that should be 
considered in such a convention, if only for the simple reason that 
it would provide a more stable source of revenue for government(s), 
whatever shape they take. Though farming interests will fight this, 
the candidates they have supported have been unable to bring new 
business to Michigan.

Although the November referendum is still 10 months away, the 
big players in this game are already planning. If the Illinois example 
in 2008 is any guide, there will be corporate interests in Michigan 
that will raise millions to present a convention as a bad idea because 
voters’ disgust with Lansing (and their own dire straits) will increase 
the chances of support for a convention this time around and they 
are worried that changes in taxation that will cost them money.

To work against this, we strongly urge people to become 
informed about the November referendum. We cannot let others 
frame this debate for us yet again. WPP EDITORIAL STAFF

Qteat MwaMXJHf

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts let
ters to the editor from members of the col
lege and community. Letters should be less 
than 400 words, typewritten, and signed 
with your name, address and phone number. 
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, 
spelling and length. Opinions expressed are 
not necessarily those of The White Pine 
Press staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686

BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 

BY FAX: (231)995-2110
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What should be done with the new space near West Hall?

"Shelter for smokers.

KELLY RODRIGUEZ, 18
Psychology

"Pool hall or arcade, 
for shizzle."

JON VISSER, 18
Aviation

"Ice rink on campus, 
picnic spot in summer."

ROBERT CHAMBERS, 19
History

"A male stripclub."

CARALEE HAVERS, 19
Broadcasting

"Huge effin' 
trampoline."

CONNOR MEHL, 18
Undecided

"Another parking lot."

SAMANTHA BILLINGTON, 18
Business Administration

"Either a pool, ice 
rink or big open spot 
to do stuff."

COREY HUBBARD, 19
Aviation

iCAMPUS QUOTES
Compiled by Norma Jean MacNaughton

The Pedestal of Ridiculousness
I

 NORMA JEAN MACNAUGHTON
Press Staff Writer

As the semester revs up to full force, students are al
ready feeling the pressure to make it rock—and it’s only 
the first week of class. Those students who passed last 
fall are gearing up for their second term of Anatomy and 
Physiology, college seniors are scrambling to accumulate 
their required credits in time to graduate, and freshmen 
are contemplating what credits will transfer.

All of this adds up to a swirling bundle of frustra
tion and stress—and this is just the beginning! Students 
are increasingly required to be very hard on themselves 
to succeed, and the rest of the world puts on the pressure 
as well. Parents, high school teachers, college professors 
and fellow students are all in pursuit of being the “best 
that you can be.” But this pressure can have the opposite 
effect—driving students into an abysmal attitude and a 
physically harmful lifestyle.

Most students in college work at least one job, pay 
all or some of the bills they accumulate, rent an apart
ment, or have student loans to contend with, and overall 
are concerned with what the next step will be. All of the 
above embody the nitty gritty of adult life. But the stress 
that those activities can create in a student is where harm 
comes into play.

As we grew up, high school fed the problem. Work 
hard at honors classes, apply to numerous colleges, be 
a part of National Honor Society, keep above a 3.5 
grade point average, and have a good synopsis of your 
strengths and weaknesses so you can get a well-paying 
job after you graduate.

Whew! I was stressed from 9th grade up! My fellow stu
dents took Honors Courses online just to have an impres
sive high school transcript. The benefit of that was that my 
pals were exhausted, cranky, and high strung—talk about 
inducing coffee addiction early on.

The pressure doesn’t end with high school. Once you’re

into college, you’re flooded with a whole new set of re
sponsibilities. Each course and class, chosen or designed to 
further your education, is a grade. Each grade goes from 
being a simple gauge of knowledge accumulated to a judge 
of individual self worth. Students are tired, eating poorly, 
and more prone to sadness because of stress over school.

The ultimate question is why? Is it because as students we 
have an internal measure of how well we should be doing?

No. It’s because the world around us demands the best, 
and if you are anything short, you’re outta luck. Parents want 
the most for their children, and thus expect that students do 
well not only in school, but in life. And that is a lot to bear at 
19, 20 or 21. It’s wonderful if parents are supportive, but it’s 
harsh when they go to extremes. Students feel pressured to 
take classes they have no interest in or pass classes with high 
grades even if they don’t understand the material.

We live in a society based on holding its students up 
high on a pedestal. Students are aware that failure in any 
class, or lack of interest in any subject, or just not giving 
their all in one particular aspect of life, can cause shame 
and guilt. Things have changed since our parents were in 
college. Taking a class simply because you love it is prac

tically unheard of now. Degree, transfer credit, student 
loan, transcript—these are the new buzzwords for the 
modern college students.

We need to slow down, and evaluate the choices we are 
making. At 22 you cannot have every aspect of your life 
planned out. The career you will end up in, the money 
you will be making—all of that is dependant on social 
and economic issues, as well as how hard you work. Those 
around us need to be more understanding when we fail, 
and help us to be easier on ourselves. Making a mistake, 
or getting a bad grade is not cause for gut wrenching guilt. 
Please, tell us that.

Enjoy this semester. Of course, keep in mind your 
goals and do your utmost in your classes. But don’t go 
overboard; if you fail A&P, you get to live in beautiful Tra
verse City for one more year before becoming a wicked 
awesome med student. If your classes don’t transfer, okay, 
you get to retake a few courses. This is not life ending. 
Don’t force yourself onto the indomitable fast track. Slow 
down and enjoy being who you are, because honestly, it 
does only happen once, and no amount of four-points are 
going to change that.

*
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Pun Times Comedy, he brews

I ALWAVS WOUOBR WU6N 
X WILL FINAbLT BECOME 
A SUCCESS. WHEW WILL- 
TUB LIFE. I ASPIRE 
FOR F|MALLT B&LIW?

x Forever feel like 
I'm STRU&&UM& TO GET 
THROUGH THE. NEXT DAT— 
STRUGGWMG TO REACH

WET, DSD TOW NOTICE 
TWAT RAIN ROW WE
TUST
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Osterlin's new five

| NORMA JEAN MACNAUGHTON
■ Press Staff Writer

Welcome back, readers! With a new year, new semester, and new classes, 2010 is shaping up 
to be great. However, the decade is not the only new thing on campus. Head over to the Oster- 
lin Library where you willfind the latest awesome reads. Do it quickly before your classes bog 
you down with homework! Here’s five of the latest and greatest for you to check out today!

1. The Invisible Hook: The Hidden Economics of Pirates, by Peter 

T. Leeson. No read could prove to be quite as swashbuckling or in
telligent as this economically based examination of the legendary 
sea faring rascals. Leeson takes an unusual approach to pirate life 
and focuses his spectrum on their actions being the product of Re
cession driven desperation. The book is upbeat with serious inten
tions. A talented writer coupled with a unique perspective creates a 
golden treasure trove for Historical Lit lovers and beginning finan
cial gurus alike.

2. Peter Henry Emerson and American Naturalistic Photog

raphy: Based on the distinctive photographical style of Peter Henry 
Emerson, this compilation of Naturalistic Photography offers 
a rare glimpse into the beautiful connection humans can have 
with nature. The pictures range from the late 1880s to the early 
1940s, and the inspiring shots are a reminder of what simplicity 
used to be like. The book is a memory in itself and contains in
describable beauty for those willing to delve through it.

sauno BYTES

THE
UNITED STATES 

CONSTITUTION

3. The United States Constitution: a Graphic Adaptation, 

written by Jonathon Hennessey and illustrated by Aaron Mc
Connell. An educational and fun way to read about the Con
stitution and the issues the framers contended with during its 
creation. This graphic novel begins with the Preamble, The Arti
cles of Confederation, and spans all 27 Amendments. The novel 
exposes injustices, failures and triumphs of the Constitution, 
doing it in a creative and attention grabbing way. An excellent 
choice for those a little unaware of the creation of the U.S. Gov
ernment, and also for graphic novel lovers.

"It is a violation of Mr. Obama's right of publicity, his right to control his 
appearance and his likeness." BARBARA SOLOMON, intellectual property lawyer, 
on President Obama's image being used, in an ad for a clothing line without permission. People 
Magazine, 1/11/10

"Cold stuff all over my clothes and all of a sudden it started burning."
MICHAEL BREWER, describing what he last remembered before being set on fire. CNN, 1/12/10

"My job with Polaroid has nothing to do with me being a pop star." LADY 
GAGA, on her new job as creative director for the company. CNBC, 1/8/10

"It's really scary for me, especially being a new driver! Sorry I'm venting, 
but somehow I feel like my fans are the only people I can talk to." MILEY 
CYRUS, on the paparazzi following her around while she visited a friend. Mileycyrus.com,
1/9/10

"Mom is back in dad's embrace, where she belongs, and we are all in 
peace." JOE BIDEN, during the eulogy at his mother's funeral. Time Magazine, 1/12/10

"I deeply apologize for the way that was said and having said it. 
Obviously, I am not blacker than President Obama." Former Illinois Gov. ROD R. 
BLAGOJEVICH, on the interview with Esquire magazine in which he claimed to be "blacker than 
Obama." Los Angeles Times, 01/12/2010

"I'm a middle-of-the-road kind of guy. I want the Democrats out of my 
pocket and Republicans out of my bedroom. The one word I would use 
for what's going on in Washington is embarrassing." RON VAUGHN, who 
provides health insurance to his 60 employees at Argonaut Wine and Liquor in Denver. New 
York Times, 1/11/10

"They told me I did a good job of defending myself... Then they turned 
around and fired me. I guess they just wanted me to stand there and 
get beaten." ED BAUMAN, a 69-year-old Walmart greeter who was fired after a customer 
punched him. Bauman was accused of "gross misconduct" for what he said was self defense. 
WESH Orlando FL, 1/8/10

4. The College Fear Factor: How Students and Professors Mis
understand One Another, written by Rebecca D. Cox a Professor 
from Seton Hall University This book scrutinizes why many stu
dents feel discord between what they are learning and what they 
expect to be learning. Cox interviews over 120 students and gets 
a frank view on why students rebel against work, appear bored in 
class, and overall have a dissatisfied attitude. Cox reveals the re
ality of what a professor’s expectations can do to a student, and 
why concern over grades has changed the way students learn and 
perceive learning. A perfect read for concerned professors, and in
structors, but also an excellent way to review our own attitudes as 
students toward our instructors.

Wash your hands for 
at least 20 seconds.
(ABOUT AS10X6 «IT TAKES TO SIRS 

THE ALPHABET.)

1R1B1I 101

Cover your cough 
and sneezes.
(M0 TISSUE? HEY, YOU HAVE A SLEEVE.)

B CWjfcJ&ll 11%,

* k >
M., JjS

J. lagging: People Powered Metadata for the Social Web, 
written by Gene Smith. Until I grabbed this off the Brows
ing Shelf, I really had no idea what tagging was, and to learn 
that the Internet is being revolutionized by this new brand of 
organization sort of surprised me. Tagging is the feature that 
makes life easier when you type something into a search en
gine. Let’s say you want to buy a car so you head over to Craig- 
slist.com. This particular site is a Mecca of tagging; by clicking 
on your state, region, and For Sale, a myriad of tags involving 
items being sold in your region pops up. You can then narrow 
down your search by examining the specific tags that directly 
apply. So organized, right? But, if you’re like me, you may not 
be aware of all the technical doo-riggary that goes along with 
tagging. This book is here to fix that; it explores exactly how 
tagging works, and how you can create your own tags. A great 
read for TechnoBabble fans.

Stay home if 
you’re sick.
(YOUR FRIENDS WILL LOVE YOU FOR IT.)

Get the flu vaccine.
(CMOS DON'T BE A BABY.)

To learn 
more about 

flu prevention, 
including 
vaccines, 

contact your 
health care 

provider, local 
health 

department, 
or visit

michigan.gov/flu
or call 2-1-1.

8181
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A new decade: technology we said goodbye to
I still have a drawer full of VCR tapes. What do I do 

with them? I’d better keep them in case I need to build a 
raft. I’ve downsized my VCR players to one. They’re still 
worth $ 10 in a garage sale these days.

TECHNO
BABBLE

■
 TOM AUCH
Press Staff Columnist

Another decade has gone by. Looking back on tech
nology gone obsolete is a fascinating journey of where 
we’ve been.

The year 2000 started out with Windows ME, prob
ably Windows worst operating system ever (although Vista 
could compete). Full of faults and crashes, XP was rushed 
into production in 2001.

Computer storage saw some changes. Floppy disks 
and CDs are out. Cloud storage, external hard drives 
and flash drives are in. I have a 32 GB thumb flash 
drive on my keychain. That would be equal to 21,400 
floppy disks.

We saw the last of music cassette tapes. Compact disks 
were arou,nd but iPods and MP3 players weren’t. Designed 
and marketed by Apple, the iPod launched on Oct. 23, 
2001. As of September 2009, more than 220,000,000 
iPods had been sold worldwide, making it the best-selling 
digital audio player in history. If you look in my gym bag 
you can find a Sony Walkman cassette player with the Ma
donna tape still in it.

Back in 2001,1 threw out my back carrying a 22- 
inch computer monitor. Two by three feet, this ViewSon
ic weighed almost 100 pounds. It cost me $600 then. In

2008,1 couldn’t give it away, as flat panel LCD monitors 
made almost 10 million CRT monitors a major environ
mental concern as landfills overflowed with toxins includ
ing lead from the computer screen.

Netscape and AOL were household terms. Now we 
throw around names like Firefox, Safari and Opera for in
ternet browsers. In one of the biggest corporate debacles 
ever, Time Warner and America Online merged. When 
AOL purchased Time Warner for $ 164 billion in 2000 it 
was followed up with a loss of $99 billion in 2002 — at 
the time, the largest loss ever reported by a company. In 
2009 Time Warner Spun off AOL in a $ 100 billion les
son. (Interestingly in 2005, Time Warner was among 53 
companies that contributed the maximum of $250,000 to 
the second inauguration of President George W. Bush... 
that worked out well).

We lost the gaming arcade at the mall and many hand
held games. Even though the Nintendo DS and Sony 
PlayStation Portable (PSP) are still around, we would rath
er play with our Wii (sorry), Xbox 360 or PlayStation 3.

We said goodbye to our TV’s rabbit ears. Analogue 
TV went off the air for good as the average TV in America 
has over 240 digital channels. I sure do miss watching the 
Ghoul on Channel 50 in Detroit.

Converting to high-tech, we lost card catalogues in our 
libraries. It’s been replaced by computerized searches. Re
member the smell?

It’s hard to find a public payphone these days. In the 
late 90s, it cost a quarter. If I found one now I couldn’t 
even tell you what it would cost to make a call. And what 
about 411 or 555-1212? I get my info from a Google 
search on my smart phone.

It was a decade we’ll never forget and changes this 
coming decade will be substantial. You can bet we’ll see 
advancements in 3D along with device consolidation. Ev
erything you’ll ever need tech-wise will be crammed into 
your cell phone. Maps, fax machines, phonebooks and 
newspapers have all entered the endangered species list.

By the way, do we call it Two-thousand-and-ten or 
Twenty-ten?

Taking it one step at a time: realistic goal setting
According to Proactive Change, the blog of licensed mental 

health counselor Serge Prengel, the percentage of people in 
our culture who make New Year’s resolutions is 40-45%. Of 
these, only 46% maintain their resolutions after six months.

HERE AND 
THERE

■
 AMANDA CAMPBELL
Press Staff Columnist

Why so few? I have heard many theories and have formed 
my own from personal observation.

First, people shoot for the moon. I am not saying that we 
shouldn’t strive to be the best version of ourselves, only that 
planning to undo a life-long habit in a year’s time could be 
unrealistic.

Further, people often seem to think that when they make 
this kind of resolution, they are supposed to see results and 
achieve their goal within the first month or so of making the 
resolution. I think this might be a little, well, crazy. Prengel 
also stated on his blog that only 64% of resolutions are main
tained after the first month!

Another thing I’ve noticed is that people’s resolutions are 
often quite vague, such as “I will lose ten pounds by summer.”

Okay, what’s your plan? What steps are you resolving 
to take to make that goal a reality? What are you willing to 
change or give up—and replace with actions that will support 
meeting this goal?

According to my life coach, breaking goals down into 
“bite-size pieces” is a key to meeting the goal. Begin by set
ting a realistic date to meet goals and end with what will be 
done today. Goals may be broken down, month by month, 
week by week, day by day, or all of the above.

Resolving to take action to improve your life is a noble step, if 
it is realistic to get from where you are to where you intend to go. 
Resolutions have become meaningless rituals we do out of habit 
and expectation. In an undisciplined society, we are not taught 
that making commitments—to ourselves or to others—does have 
power. It could empower us or it could break us down, depending 
on whether we keep our commitment and achieve our goal or not.

This year, resolve to make a realistic goal with tangible, 
bite-size pieces! You will be much more likely to maintain 
your resolution if it is broken down into doable pieces.
Best of luck!

You can read more of Amanda’s writing at her blog, www. 
bluelotusgoddess. blogspot. com.

•t
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Tips on tipping
I JEANETTE HAGBERG
I Press Staff Writer

I, much like the rest of you, am trying to figure 
out how to pay for all my classes and my books. I 
get my money from waiting tables at a local restau
rant and I’ve noticed that lately the tips have been 
getting lower and lower.

Many people talk about how bad the economy is 
and how tipping ten percent is enough. If the econo
my is so bad and you can’t afford to tip your 
server, you probably should be saving
the money on your meals and putting it 
toward some groceries. If you can’t af
ford to leave 15-20 percent, you should 
probably head on down to the local 
McDonald’s, where the staff doesn’t rely 
on your tips to make a living.

Servers only make $2.65 per hour, 
which usually disappears in state and fed
eral taxes. Servers depend on tips to make 
their wages. Tips exist to “ensure good ser
vice,” and if you get good service there’s 
no reason to short your server. If a server
got everything right on your order, refilled your 
drinks in a timely manner and was genuinely nice to 
you, there is no reason not to leave him or her 15-20%. 

Some servers don’t even get to keep all of their tips.

ft The New Whiting
. Til

• Room Rates: $400-$450/mo.
■ Wireless Internet
• All utilities included!
• Fully furnished rooms
■ Downtown TC
■ Month-to-month leasing

231 947 6360
1521/2 E. Front Street 

www.thewhitinghotel.com

I*41 
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Get Your Java On -

FREE at Cafe CREMA!
Bring this ad.to Cafe CREMA and claim your free 
large cup of coffee with NMC id. Whatever your 
roast - it's all organic and fair trade.

Power Up
Tap into our free uber-fast Wi-Fi.

Open Mic Night
Stop by Mondays from 430 to 7 PM 
(voices and instruments welcome!).

Where I work, we have to tip out our bartenders for 
the drinks that they make for our tables, but servers 
at many other restaurants in the area have to tip their 
hostesses, bussers and the expediter, who’s in charge of 
organizing food between the kitchen and dining room.

Several online forums debate this issue constant
ly. I’ve read comments about how if all someone can 
afford is five percent, then it’s okay for him to leave 
five percent. If all you can afford is five percent, order 
something cheaper. If you stiff your server, it’s kind of 

like stealing. They gave you that service, and 
you’re supposed to pay for that service with 
your tip. If you don’t tip, you’re taking 

something for free, and that’s not how it’s 
supposed to work

I think a lot of people don’t real
ize that tips aren’t something extra, they 
are our base pay. The other day I was at 
work bussing one of my tables when I 
heard a twenty-something couple talk
ing about tipping one of the other serv
ers that I work with. “Oh, don’t worry 

about tipping her, waitresses make bank 
in tips,” was the general gist of what they

were saying. No, we don’t make bank in tips - and 
yes, you should tip her.

It used to be that ten percent was enough, but as the 
cost of everything else goes up, so do tip expectations.

When you go out to eat you need 
to budget enough to leave two dol
lars for every ten you spend. Un
less you really do have poor service, 
don’t deduct. Servers are people try
ing to get by, just like you are.

Some people think it’s okay to 
cut down their tips because the 
economy is bad. Well, the econ
omy is bad for your server too. 
You’re not the only one having a 
hard time with money, I’m a poor 
college student trying to make it 
on tips, and it irritates and worries 
me when I put forth the effort and 
still only get a couple bucks. “In 
this economy...” is not a reason to 
cheat someone out of their money.

Fine Haircuts 
$20 to $25

Reproductive rights 
are human rights

In the United States, we tend to complain about practically any
thing from every spectrum of life. Whether it is relationships, taxes, 
or a neighbor, you can bet your patriotic shorts that Americans will 
be angered and outraged to the point of rioting - although we rarely 
have the backbone to nowadays.

DON! DO IT
IN THE DARK

glL/III ■ ALEXANDER BRAND
■ Press News Editor

20% Off first cut
chemical-free zone 

Downtown at Old City Hall 
l6o East State Street 
23I.7O9.OO7O 
Mondays and Wednesdays 
9am to 6pm

But, while we complain about how difficult marriage is or how 
complicated relationships are, we tend to forget how lucky we are to 
have the opportunity to build relationships, or how we have the right 
to have as many children as we want. We are losing sight of the fact 
that, though the system is not perfect, the United States has very few 
regulations regarding bedroom behavior or restrictions on reproduc
tive rights.

For instance, look at a country like China. Recent census polls es
timate that roughly 30 million Chinese men will be without spouses 
by 2020. Some attribute this to the fact that rural areas focus on hav
ing males to meet the labor need. Others attribute it to sex-selective 
abortion, a practice used to control China’s blooming population and 
adhere to the infamous one-child policy. (This policy' implemented 
in 1979, states that urban families may only have one child except 
for ethnic minorities or outstanding circumstances.)

Sex-selective abortion is usually practiced where male children are 
valued more than female children. This is often attributed to cultural 
standards and rarely follows economical trends.

This practice is very controversial and is highly debated in even 
the pro-choice community. There is currently no way to detect the 
gender of a fetus during the first trimester, with ultrasound being 
reliable starting around week 20 of the pregnancy. This means that 
a sex-selective abortion takes place around the 5-6 month mark of 
pregnancy, far beyond the first trimester.

Now, I believe in reproductive rights for all people. A woman 
should have the choice to keep or abort a fetus. But a government 
should never dictate what goes on in the bedroom, regardless of sex
ual orientation or intentions. I’m not saying that we should let sex 
offenders go on the prowl and do what they please; I believe that 
human beings should have the right to reproduce as they see fit.

I clearly understand the population problems with China. With 
Earth’s population being roughly 6.7 billion, China is home to over 
20 percent of the human beings in the world. But this is not an ex
cuse to infringe on human rights!

The practice of sex-selective abortion is not fixing the 
population problems in China. Orphanages are filled to the 
gills with abandoned children who were left on the streets 
to fend for themselves. If sex-selective abortions have only 
stopped 250 million births in the past 30 years of the one- 
child policy, then how many children were born under the 
radar?

Unfortunately, this practice may never change, with 
China growing economically and seeing everything as fine 
and dandy. The only way America can start affect Chinese 
policy is to back the foundations that reach out and support 
those in need. So the next time you start complaining about 
your relationship woes, think of those in China that never 
had the chance to form one. Perhaps you could donate your 
time or finances to a foundation that’s actually complaining 
about something worth while.



January 15, 2010
WHITE PINE PRESS1 2 ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Youth in Revolt: the book, 
the movie, showdown The Hurt Locker

I
 KENDALL KAYESPRATT

Press A&E Editor

The Book
Youth In Revolt by C.D. Payne is the journals 

of Nick Twisp. Nick, who loves Frank Sinatra, is a 
fourteen-year-old aspiring writer and a desperate 
virgin. His biggest wish is to get laid.

Because Nicks mother and father have just been 
through a divorce, Nick lives with his trailer trash 
mom and her live-in trucker boyfriend Jerry and visits 
his father every Sunday. Dad is always reminding him, 
bitterly, that he is strapped with child support.

On vacation Nick meets Sheeni, the girl of his 
dreams. She is beautiful, smart and crazy as it seems, 
she likes him! Thus begins a wild ride. All of Nick’s 
energy goes into being with Sheeni. To get the job 
done, Nick creates a second persona named Francois 
who does all the dirty work. One thing leads to 
another and soon Nick is running from the law.

Reading this book I found myself thinking 
how glad I am that my parents didn’t let me date 
at fourteen! This book went way too deep into the 
mind of a hormonal teenage boy. However, it is very 
well written and like nothing I’d ever read before. 
Payne did an excellent job keeping my attention.

Not many characters were likable to me, but since 
we are seeing everyone from Nick’s point of view - 
and he dislikes a lot of people - this is fine. But I also 
disliked Nick. He was selfish and a liar. He’s also a 
very bad judge of character. Sheeni, Nick’s “One and 
Only Love,” is a vapid, narcissistic, selfish little girl. 
Despite all that Sheeni puts Nick through, he stays 
faithful to her, which is a pretty redeeming quality. 
However, his ultimate goal is to get laid — so draw 
your own conclusions.

Although I will probably never read this book 
again, I’m not going to say you shouldn’t read it.
My advice is, don’t buy it - borrow it from your 
local library instead.

The Movie
Nick Twisp (Michael Cera) loves Frank 

Sinatra and desperately wants to get laid. While 
on vacation he meets Sheeni Saunders (Portia 
Doubleday) the girl he hopes will take his virginity.

Sheeni tells him he must become bad, very bad. So 
he creates Francois, a mustached, cigarette-smoking 
oudaw. Francois gets Nick into a lot of trouble.

Once again, Cera is the awkward teenage boy; 
shy around girls, constantly taken advantage of, but 
triumphing in the end.

I’ll admit it. I’m a fan of Michael Cera, but my 
patience with him is running thin. He continues to 
play the same character over and over. Juno, Nick 
and Norah’s Infinite Playlist, Year One, Paper Hearts, 
— Cera needs to break out of his shell and show us 
why he should be able to call himself an actor.

Youth in Revolt is full of good actors from whom 
Cera could take his cues, like Zach Galifianakis, 
Jean Smart, Ari Graynor, Ray Liotta and Justin 
Long. Despite these names, the movie felt half- 
empty with half-assed acting.

One thing I liked about Youth In Revolt was the 
handling of Francois, the secondary persona. Cera 
plays both Nick and Francois and this was certainly the 
funniest part of the movie. Nick’s a frumpy, timid kid, 
but Francois calmly smokes his cigarette and bosses 
Nick around. The contrast is funny and well done.

The Book vs. The Movie
I know it’s a cliche to say the book was 

better then the movie, but the reason cliches 
exist is that they’re so often true. In the case 
of Youth In Revolt the book is most definitely 
better than the movie.

The whole reason the book was so 
interesting and kept my attention was the 
little details. In this aspect the movie doesn’t 
match up.

The Book Parents are pretty close to the Movie 
Parents - equally awful. Everything that anybody 
did in the book was done in extremes. Nick didn’t 
just help his friend run away, he faked his suicide.

Nick was never sorry for any of the lies he 
told or the people he hurt; in fact he rarely 
thought about the consequences of his actions. 
However, in the movie he’s just a pansy.

Movie Sheeni is sweeter. Nick is more loyal 
to his friends and less of a criminal. Where the 
book was hardcore, the movie was soft, and 
therefore boring. Although it may be easier 
to spend two hours at the movies than read a 
400+ page book, take my advice and go with 
the winner: the book.

Coming to DVD 
on January 12, The 
Hurt Locker was one 
of 2009’s highest rated 
and critically acclaimed 
theatrical releases. 
Dealing with the trials 
of an American bomb 
squad in Iraq, its tense 
pace and storytelling 
derives from the obser
vations of an embed
ded journalist.

It offers a first-hand 
look into the daily af
fairs of a bomb squad, 
and presents the diffi
culties and chaos associ
ated with the Iraq war

- and, in doing so, becomes one of the most definitive films to por
tray the Iraq war.

Taking place in 2004, the film delves into the last 38 days of a 
bomb disposal unit’s tour in Iraq, showing the group handling im
provised explosive devices - homemade bombs responsible for over 
half of the American hostile deaths in Iraq.

Showing real-world heroism and sacrifice, director Kathryn Big
elow paints an accurate picture of the war and turmoil in Iraq, with 
strong performances from leading actors Jeremy Renner and An
thony Mackie; and exposes one of the most dangerous occupations 
in the war.

The Hurt Locker is rated Rfor war violence and language.

TRANSFERRING CAN BE EASY.
Take the next steps toward earning a bachelor’s degree.

• Transfer scholarships up to $4,000 annually.

• Transfer plans allow for easy transitions.

• Small class sizes averaging 15 students.

• Campus in Traverse City and online.

To create a personal transfer plan with an admissions 
representative, please call 1-800-686-1600. Sign up for a 
personal transfer web page at www.davenport.edu/vip 
Or visit www.davenport.edu/transfer for more information.

BUSINESS | TECHNOLOGY I HEALTH DAVENPORT
. . . . . . . . .  UNIVERSITY

TRAVERSE CiTY z20O Gsndrmos Drive. ouite 104
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■ MAD DY MESA
■ Press Staff Writer

Fame monsters, with their tight pants and big 
sunglasses, have been crawling out of their caves for 
the past month to see “The Monster Ball” starring 
Lady Gaga. Her new tour, featuring Semi Precious 
Weapons and Jason Derulo, came down to Miami 
Jan. 2 and it was a frightening night to remember. 
Sponsored by Virgin Mobile, the concert was held 
at Miami’s James L. Knight Center, a small venue 
allowing the whole audience a great view of the gy 
stage. While waiting in line for the doors to operP 
Lady Gaga fans were able to fill out their name and 
cell number on forms given out by Virgin Mobile 
in hopes of receiving a phone callfrom UtGaga j 
during the show. Fans were also Created to posing 
inside the “monster ball.” Those “little monsters” 
who went all out in hair, makeup, and wardrobe 
had their pictures taken by jt professio 
pher and are featured on LadyVirgin.C'

The first band to kick off the night was Semi 
Precious We&pofiss,whose job, according J^^ront 
man Justin Tranter, was to get the audience “wet 
and excited for Lady Gaga,” With a rockin’ beat 

he New York based band
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followed with 
her first hit “Just 
Dance,” Lady 
Gaga moved 
across the stage
in a giant green lit-up box. Bizarre graphics were 
displayed between the many costume changes that 
left fans guessing what Lady Gaga would come out 
in next. Throughout the show Lady Gaga joked 
around with the audience, saying things like “this is 
my third night with Miami. That means we get to 
have sex and I won’t feel like a slut.”

M* 1° t^le Huddle of the show, Lady Gagas grand 
piano was brought out as she sang and played

0Sra” “Speechless” and an acoustic version of “Poker 
Face.” Then it was time for the phone call. Be
fore shghialed, Lady Gaga dischsses her collabo- 

n with Virgin Mobile and its efforts with the 
RE*Generation cause. The cause was started to
help the over two million youth in this nation ex- 

is the i\ew York based band , . ..,„ «,-< . r ,, , , , , periencmg hdfnelessness. One in every five home-
while Tranter soaked the mosh i , ' «» . . J L 1less in the community identified themselves as gay, 

lesbian, bisexual, or transgender youth, making ho
mophobia a top’cause in domestic violence,” stated 
Gaga. She went on to praise those who have donat
ed time and money into helping raise awareness or 
volunteering at their local youth center.

“And,” finished Gaga, “for every dollar you do
nate at www.ladyvirgin.com, I promise to match 
every dollar up to twenty-five thousand dollars.” 
After her phone call to a lucky twenty-one year 
old in the theater, Lady Gaga finished her set with 
more dancing, weirder graphics, and more elaborate 
costume changes. For her encore Lady Gaga stood 
inside her rotating monster ball while singing “Eh, 
Eh (Nothing Else I Can Say)” before stepping out 
to belt her newest hit, “Bad Romance.” The whole 

audience sang along to the “Rah-rah-ah- 
ah-ah-ah. Roma-roma-mamaa”

and danced with their 
monster claws in 
the air. The show 
left every little 
monster in high 

« spirits and eager
for more Gaga.

and super high heels the 
played a few songs 
pit with champagne. After everyone was dry Jason 
Derulo danced his way on the stage singing his new 
hit “In My Head.” During his set, Derulo brought, 
one lucky girl from the audience to sing to as she 
sat on stage. Derulo finished his show shirtless sing
ing his first hit single “Whatcha Say” that had ev
eryone singing along and dancing in their seats.

Finally it was time for the main attraction.
With a countdown on the main screen and incred
ible graphics, Lady Gaga launched her show with 
“Dance in the Dark,” off her new album, The Fame 
Monster. Lady Gaga danced on a dark stage with 
a Christmas-light style outfit lighting the way. She 

quickly

ration

cateGci . .4.
...

Leap Year
Leap right over seeing this one

■ NORMA JEAN MACNAUGHTON
* Press Staff Writer

Ugh. That’s pretty much the word that sums up the newest “rom- 
com” Leap Year, starring Amy Adams and Matthew Goode. With an 
overdone plotline and a maudlin ending, this movie was 97 minutes 
of good time wasted.

The usually spunky Amy Adams was in bad form as a vapid and 
uptight prima donna wishing for the perfect life with her doctor 
boyfriend Jeremy, played by Adam Scott. However, when Jeremy 
fails to propose in a timely manner, Adams’s character Amy flies to 
Dublin to remedy the situation.

Amy learns that in Ireland, there is a centuries old tradition that 
on Leap Day (February 29) a woman can propose to her reluctant 
man without judgment. She suddenly feels that this is an fiber-ro
mantic way to get the job accomplished, but from the second she 
steps off the plane everything that can go wrong does. A storm stops 
all air traffic, and local superstitions stop traffic in any of its other 
forms, forcing Amy, in her stilettos no less, to resort to sketchy 
methods to continue her travels.

Stereotypical drunken old men fill in background commentary 
with “You can’t begin a journey on a insert-whatever-day-it-is-here, 
it’s bad luck,” over and over again to stop Amy from continuing on 
to Dublin where her boyfriend is at a medical conference. During 
her first stop in a rundown Irish pub/motel, she meets the some
what handsome Declan (Matthew Goode) who appears to be a cynic 
of happy endings, but oh! just has a rough exterior hiding a painful 
past.

Together they attempt to get Amy to Dublin with Declan mock
ing her all the while, and Amy wielding her determination in su
premely selfish ways. The awkward “falling in love with the man 
who’s helping you get to the other man who you secretly never were 
in love with” plot thus continues at a stoic march, but sticks to a PG 
rating so the shenanigans are kept to a minimum.

Ultimately, you can guess the ending of this movie, and the peo
ple in the theatre around me knew exactly where we were head
ed long before I gave in to disappointment. Each scene is carefully 
planned according to the time-tested rules of insipid romantic com
edies everywhere, and at least three of the scenes in this movie are 
straight from Matthew Goode’s previous screen time Chasing Liberty. 
Only this time, he is armed with a botched Irish accent and patchy 
facial hair. Amy Adams’s usual doe-eyed charm is there but well-dis
guised beneath her obsessive and superficial behavior.

For moviegoers, my advice is to skip this one, and save your 
money for Avatar if you haven’t already seen it; the love story is still 
there and actually better scripted than this predictable drivel. How
ever, if you’re a resolute Matthew Goode fan, the whole scruffy-is- 
sexy thing might be worth $8. It’s up to you.
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Nothing can save Darksiders 
from its own apocalypse

Not quite there
The Flaming Lips with 

Stardeath and White Dwarfs: 
Dark Side Of the Moon

I
 MICHAEL ZIMMERMAN
Press Staff Writer

■ scon PELL
■ Press Staff Writer

Darksiders comes to us from Vigil games, a 
small company based in Austin, Texas. In Darksid
ers, players take on the role of War, one of the four 
horsemen of the Apocalypse. The angels and de
mons have been battling since the dawn of time, 
when finally God decides to create man. Because of 
the creation of man, the angels and demons decide 
to hold off on the war until mankind is ready to 
enter the fray. A group called the Charred Council 
creates seven seals that are to be broken when man
kind is ready for the “end war.” Apparently some
one got impatient and decided to break the seals, 
thus summoning War into the conflict because 
mankind was not ready for the Apocalypse.

The gameplay in Darksiders, consists of a concoc
tion of Devil May Cry, God of War, and The Leg
end ofZelda. Although that sounds like a winning 
combination, it isn’t. Darksiders pulls a Prototype, 
and gives you absolutely everything, then takes it 
away within the first half-hour. The combat is basic. 
You just mash the attack button over and over again 
until the finisher button pops up above the enemies’ 
head. Finishers are easy to pull off, being they’re just 
a single button press. There are no quick time events 
here, just a button that plays a movie of War killing 
a monster. Even these death animations aren’t very 
satisfying. Especially after you've killed the hun
dredth identical twin to the most basic enemy, you 
feel like they don’t seem to make full use of the fact 
that you’re one of the four horsemen of the apocalypse.

There’s a merchant type-character that you can 
purchase new moves and weapons from, but he’s 
useless. The new weapons aren’t as powerful as the 
weapon that they give you at the start of the game. 
There are only a handful of moves worth purchasing 
to optimize the horsemen, which just add on to your 
mashing the attack button more. What’s a horseman 
without his horse? Well, not much, since once play
ers get the horse, the gameplay doesn’t change at all. 
Players can run circles around enemies now, how
ever the strategy is the same: mash button to kill bad

guys. There are some puzzle sequences to change up 
the pace, but they’re not that good either.

The puzzle sequences are very much inspired 
by the Legend ofZelda franchise, and by inspired, I 
mean exactly the same. Early on in the game play
ers get an item called the Crossblade, which func
tions exactly like the boomerang from Zelda-. the 
Windwaker. Puzzles are often more confusing and 
tedious than a real challenge. Platforming doesn’t 
help things move along that much, with unrespon
sive controls making crossing the smallest gap an 
unnecessary frustration. Level design doesn’t help 
this problem one bit either.

Most rooms in the game have awkward dead 
ends with little to no reward. What were the de
velopers thinking? This doesn’t help in sequences 
where players have to navigate larger rooms to find 
Shadow Dwellers, or whatever they’re called. These 
shadow dwellers, are located in random places, 
which are more trouble than they’re worth. Once 
players find these things they are thrown into an 
arena style sequence where they have to kill en
emies under specific conditions. I guess that the 
developers thought that the players would be too 
distracted by the average uninspired level design to 
worry about finding them.

The graphics in Darksiders are nice, but they don’t 
do much with them. Environments seem repeated 
and uninspired. Character design looks awfully simi
lar to that of WarCraft. The main character, War, 
looks a lot like the character Arthus of the WarCraft 
series. However, the soundtrack and voice acting is 
well done. Mark Hamill provides the voice for the 
Watcher, a character who is similar to Navi from the 
Ocarina of Time, but not as annoying.

All in all, Darksiders just isn’t worth it. I was so 
bored with the game that I didn’t finish it. Combat 
is clunky and boring with a limited enemy selec
tion. Environments are forgettable and unimpres
sive. Platforming and puzzles are confusing and 
frustrating. The only thing that this game has going 
for it is the story and voice cast, but that 
just isn’t enough to save this game from its r> 
own demise.

Before .you read this it is recommended that you clear all the previ
ous existing biases you might have about a “modern” band re-work
ing a classic. As with all modern interpretations of classic masterpieces, 
it must be taken with a grain of salt, because lets be honest, no band 
can ever hope to re-create the brilliance of Pink Floyd’s 1973 mag
num opus, Dark Side of the Moon. Having said that, The Flaming Lips 
(along with Stardeath and White Dwarfs) do an excellent job of put
ting their own unique Flaming Lips-esque twist on the record.

The Flaming Lips have been making music since the mid-eighties, 
starting out as a noisy punk band from Oklahoma, and eventually 
trying their hand at Indie-Pop music in the nineties. They have since 
become established pioneers of modern music, paving the way with 
electronic-oriented music, like 2002’s Yoshimi Battles the Pink Robots, 
and 1999’s The Soft Bulletin. However, they established themselves as 
truly genius with 1997’s Zaireeka-, a four-disc concept album intend
ed to be heard by playing all four discs simultaneously.

The Flaming Lips continue to carry the torch that Pink Floyd 
wielded in the seventies with their own inventive, if not ground
breaking brand of psychedelic electronic progressive rock.

One could almost compare them to the Pink Floyd modern era. 
They’re both innovators, pioneers, leaders of modern music, com
pletely in a league of their own. It only makes sense that The Flam
ing Lips should cover Pink Floyds music.

Much of the original album is kept relatively intact, such as the large 
amounts of psychedelic sound-scraping, and long, drawn out drones of 
partial, out of context conversations. However, The Flaming Lips make 
it quite clear from the beginning of the record, that this is meant to be a 
Flaming Lips album, not a Pink Floyd album. The thumping bass line and 
up tempo, pounding drums of the opening track, “Speak to Me/Breathe” 
gives that away immediately. The Flaming Lips make the album much 
more “rock-n-roll,” switching the tempo from a slow, psychedelic drawl 
to a more driving, guitar and drum driven rock song. But on other songs, 
they do the exact opposite giving them more of a Pink Floyd sound.

All in all, what the album is missing is something that cannot be 
covered. It’s missing the chemistry of the original line-up, the toils, the 
hardships each of those band members went through, writing, and re
cording the songs. Engineering them to be exactly what they wanted 
it to be. It lacks the creativity, art and magic of bringing ones ideas to 
life. Although, what the Lips did here was something admirable. They 
took what is viewed by many as a classic and tried to make it their 
own. Where many have simply tried to cover the masterpiece, Wayne 
Coyne and his esteemed colleagues have actually recreated it, and 
molded into something almost as beautiful as the original.. .almost.

3 Yi stars out of 4
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Snowshoeing Through the Woods. Grand Traverse Conservation 
District will be holding a family snowshoe hike Saturday, Jan. 30, 
from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. Held at the Boardman Nature Center, fam
ily members can enjoy time together while exploring the trails of the 
Natural Education Reserve. Those without snowshoes don’t need to 
worry: Brick Wheels is offering 50 percent rentals for both kids and 
adults. Call the store for more details.

A free elegy writing workshop, led by Teresa Scollon, will be held 
on Jan. 20, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. The workshop, sponsored by 
Michigan Writers, will be at the University Center in room 215 lo
cated at 2200 Dendrinos Drive.

Get Paid for 
Being Creative!

Join the staff of the White Pine Press.

NMC info on the go!
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Free showing of “Smoke Signals” will be presented in the Milliken 
Auditorium at the Dennos Museum, Wednesday, Jan. 20. Also pres
ent, filmmaker Chris Eyre. Call 995-1043 for more details.

The Traverse City State Theatre will show a special presentation of 
“Soundtrack for a Revolution” in honor of Martian Luther King Jr’s 
birthday. Free. The movie, shown on Jan. 18, will begin at 7:00 p.m.

A Lunar Affair will take place at Traverse City’s Opera House Thurs
day, Jan. 28. With a champagne reception at 5:30 p.m., the LUNAF- 
EST film series ranging from animation to documentaries will begin 
at 7:30 p.m. Tickets cost $28 per person with proceeds benefiting 
Active Women Now. This local nonprofit organization dedicates it
self to making a difference in women’s lives. For more information go 
to www.lunaraffair.org.

Esperanza Spalding will grace the Dennos Museum on Jan. 23.
The “20-something” prodigy will begin at 8:00 p.m. and complete
ly change how you think of jazz. With her “uncanny instrumental 
chops and multi-lingual voice,” it’s sure to be a concert to remember. 
Concert made possible by the Wharton Center at Michigan State 
University. Tickets are $25 in advance, $28 at the door, and $22 for 
members.

The 16th Annual Downtown Chili Cook-off is here to warm up 
your winter. Running from 11:00 a.m. to 3 p.m. the event will be 
held at the Park Place Dome in Downtown Traverse City on Jan.
16. Local restaurants as well as Traverse City residents will compete 
for the coveted “people’s choice award.” Proceeds of the event go to 
help support other downtown community activities. For more infor
mation call (231) 922-2050 orvisitwww.downtowntc.com.

Annual Bigfoot Snowshoe Race, Saturday, Jan. 23. The race will 
take place at Timber Ridge Resort in Traverse City. Shoes are avail
able for rent from Timber Ridge. Don’t know what you’re doing? No 
problem. But for those snowshoe pros there will be a Midwest quali
fier for the National Championship Snowshoe Race, happening in 
March. Timber Ridge Resort is located at 4050 Hammond Rd. in 
Traverse City (Hammond and Six Mile). Call (231) 932.-5401 or 
visit www.TimberRidgeResort.net for more details.

You Can’t Take It with You will be presented by the Old Town Play
house to celebrate its 50th anniversary. This is a new production of 
the classic comedy. The play will show throughout the month of Jan
uary, Thursday - Saturday at 8:00 p.m., with a 3:00 p.m. showing on 
Sundays. Great for the whole family, this production is sure to leave 
you with your side splitting. For more information visit office@old- 
townplayhouse.com or call (231) 947-2210.

An interesting and historical exhibit has made its way to the Dennos 
Museum. Gulag: History of a Camp will be available for all to see 
from Jan. 16 through the rest of the month. Tracing the history of a 
Soviet Union’s labor camp and its impact on Russia, the exhibit fo
cuses on the camp at Perm-36, the only surviving site in Russia. Ad
mission is $4 for kids and $6 for adults. For more information visit 
www.dennosmuseum.org or call (231) 995-1055.

We need:
• Webmaster
• News Writers
• Columnist
• Feature Writer
• Graphic Designers
• Photograghers

Stop by the office in the lower level of West Hall 
and pick up an application.

Or Coil 995-1573; 

email whitepinepress@gmail.com
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■
 WILL MCCONNELL

Press Staff Writer

With the spring semester starting, many 
students are shopping around to save money 
on textbooks.

Transfer student James Weeks is already 
paying for 12 credits - the last thing he had 
in mind was paying $563 for his textbooks.

“My accounting book is what killed me,” 
said Weeks. “It cost over two hundred dollars. 
I’m glad my financial aid covered everything, 
because I wouldn’t have been able to.”

Textbook prices tripled between 1986 and 
2004, according to an August 2009 story in 
the New York Times. And college officials 
say the NMC Bookstore spends $2.2 million 
annually on purchases for the store.

Students looking for cheaper means do 
have a few options. A plethora of websites 
offer used books, and rarely will you see a 
bulletin board on campus without listings 
for used ones. I found that I could have 
saved eighty dollars if I had just spent twenty 
minutes browsing Amazon.com before going 
to the NMC Bookstore.

Needless to say, I was displeased.
The total on my NMC Bookstore receipt 

was $269.72, including $15.27 in taxes, and 
my shopping cart total for Amazon.com 
was $189.71, including $27.93 in shipping. 
Coincidentally, ordering seven textbooks 
online is much more convenient than

standing in line for 
45 minutes.

The only snag 
you’ll hit with 
buying textbooks 
online is selling 
them, or returning 
them. At a guess, I’d
get more than $60 back 
if I returned my NMC- 
bought textbooks at NMC’s 
bookstore. If you don’t have a 
receipt, “buyback prices will vary,” 
according to the Bookstore’s page at 
nmc.edu.

College bookstores used to have a stronger 
stranglehold on textbook business. The on- 
campus store was once a student’s only source 
for the specialized texts required by college 
courses.

The Internet changed that; concerns 
about the rising cost of textbooks were 
reflected in the Higher Education 
Opportunity Act (HEOA) of August 2008. 
The new rules will require college bookstores 
to publish specific information - ISBN 
numbers and retail prices - for the books on 
offer in campus stores.

HEOA will go into effect this July, but 
many bookstores are already in compliance.

The Mork Report
NMC student Heather Mork compares her textbooks' prices.

Textbook
(Class)

List price: 
new

NMC price: 
used

Chegg. 
com price

Elementary Algebra 
(Math 23) $170 $50

Social Problems 
(Modern Social Problems) $112 $80 $45

The ISBN
numbers for books are easily
visible on the index cards labeling the stacks 
of books - making it simple for us to go 
online and find the best deal. Knowing the 
ISBN number quickly solves the recurring 
problem of which edition to buy, since the 
right number takes you directly to the right 
version of the book.

Renting textbooks is another newfangled 
way to save money. NMC student Heather 
Mork chose to go that route, renting books 
from Chegg.com.

“I can’t afford to buy them in the bookstore,” 
said Mork. “It is seriously cheaper to get them 
online. And renting them, I don’t have to worry 
about selling them back.” She maps out her 
textbook costs in the graph at left.

Renting is a simple process: you send them 
the money, they send you the book and a box 
to return it in, you send it back when the 
class is over. Shipping is relatively cheap, and 
renting is clearly easy - though the savings 
can be less significant than they sound, 
since you’re not getting any money back by 
reselling the book.

Used books
Millions of Americans opt to 
save money by buying a used 
book rather than a new one.

Purchase choice
For U.S. households, 2004

Where used books 
are purchased
Percent of units, 2004

Thrift stall,
32%

23%

16%

15%

The World Today
(World Regional Geography) $102 $80 $40

Nora Stone contributed reporting 14%

Total shipping costs for the rented books were $18.

Note: Buyers are age 14 and older

Source: Ipsos BookTrends
Graphic: Chicago Tribune « 2005 KRT

Graphic Courtesy/MTC CAMPUS
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