
March 5, 2009 Vol. XXV No . 1 5 one copy FREE

NORTHWESTERN MICHIGAN COLLEGE

We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may

Revolutiona

controversial
discovery
Underwater archaeologist uses 
sector-scan sonar to uncover 
myths, history
1 ALLISON PETERS

Editor-in-Chief
ERIN BERNHARD
Press Features Editor

Acclaimed underwater archaeologist 
and NMC Instructor Dr. Mark Hol
ley has been doing more than teaching 
classes since moving to Traverse City 
two years ago—he’s been doing ground
breaking, internationally-recognized ar
chaeological research based in our own 
Grand Traverse Bay.

“Were doing something that no one 
else in the world is doing,” said Holley of 
the revolutionary technology and stud
ies he and his team—comprised solely of 
community volunteers—are accomplishing 
in Northern Michigan at the Grand Tra
verse Bay Preserve.

Holley recently returned from Germa
ny, where he presented a paper at the “In 
Poseidons Reich XIV” event entitled Un
derwater Archaeology in Northern Europe
an Rivers and Lakes based on the work he 
did in Scotland last year. While overseas, 
Holley used surveying techniques—that 
the Preserve had developed in the Grand 
Traverse Bay—to examine 2,000-year-old 
lake dwellings.

So why is Holley in, of all places, Tra
verse City?

“The Grand Traverse Bay Preserve, 
which is like an underwater state park,

was just formed this 
summer,” said Holley.
“What I was recruited 
up to do was survey the 
preserve area for every
thing—every cultural re
source found below the 
water line.”

From shipwrecks, 
docks and piers to cars, 
pieces of trash and air
planes, Holley and his 
team survey the entire 
geographical region of 
the bay, spanning from 
Cathead Point on the
Leelanau Peninsula to Norwood, south 
of Charlevoix.

“If we worked every single summer, it 
would take 70-80 years [to survey the en
tire bay],” admitted Holley.

Though the team’s Board of Directors 
is made up of local doctors, lawyers and 
other community members, the major
ity of this volunteer training comes from 
Holley’s underwater archaeology class at 
NMC.

As one of two schools in the whole 
country to do this type of research, NMC

SOUND IS SIGHT This sector-scan sonar image was taken off of the coast of Old 
Mission Peninsula and shows the remains of the pier of Reverend Doherty—the first 
white settler of Northern Michigan. Sector-scan sonar technology uses sound—not 
light—to take an underwater image and was developed to position oilrigs in the North 
Sea. It was with the help of this skillful technology that researchers were able to find 
the Titanic in 1985.

is second only to the University of Texas 
at A & M.

“We formed a partnership with NMC 
so that all the people who do the research 
received their training,” said Holley. “Any
body can do this.”

One way Holley is making this project 
so accessible is by offering a variety of posi
tions for his students and volunteers; those 
who are certified divers are able to do the 
underwater fieldwork, while those who are 
non-divers hit the books doing historical 
research about the area.

“We’ve taken a very different approach 
to archaeology,” said Holley. “Unless you 
have a degree with letters behind your 
name, you’re not allowed to play. Locally, 
we’ve taken exactly the opposite approach. 
This is a community-based project made 
up of non-professionals.”

After starting the project in 2007, the 
Preserve explored 12 archaeological sites at 
a remarkably reasonable cost of $2,000.

How did they manage to perform such 
innovative research on a nearly non-exis
tent budget?

See CONTROVERSIAL RESEARCHon page 2
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CONTROVERSIAL RESEARCH continued
The Kongsberg-Mesotech MS1000 is a sector- 
scan sonar, which uses sound—not light—to 
take an underwater image. The technology, 
developed to position oilrigs in the North Sea, 
was how researchers found the Titanic.

“One of the things we didn’t know 
about this technology was that it allows 
you to ‘see’ things that you can’t see with 
the naked eye,” said Holley.

In order to get a complete view of an 
object—since once the sector-scan hits an 
object, light cannot go through it—Hol
ley and his team sector-scan around three 
or four different spots of a site and then 
“phdto-mosiac” everything back together 
to create a full observation.

Kongsberg, a Swedish company that cre
ates this type of equipment partnership, 
trained students who use the technology- 
making for a win-win situation between stu
dents, who got to use the very latest models, 
and Kongsberg, who in turn got customers 
who would keep coming back to their brand 
name in future scientific endeavors.

The company that distributes these 
machines in Michigan, Nautilus Marine 
Group, found Holley’s project interesting 
enough to donate time and machines to 
the Preserve.

Holley’s findings include a deliberate

ly sunken ship from the 1970s, the pier of 
Reverend Doherty—the first white settler 
of Northern Michigan—off of Old Mis
sion Peninsula, a lumber schooner that 
went down in 1886,
and a man-made “junk 
pile” party island built 
by 1950s teenagers 
that now serves as a 
mini-time capsule.

“We are recon
structing the past,” said 
Holley.

In 2007, the Preserve 
team found a potential 
petrogylph, seemingly 
the most significant find 
in the bay to date. The 
discovery in question is 
one in a series of mys
teriously aligned rocks 
varying from the size of 
a football to the size of a 
small car.

“That’s kind of weird, isn’t it?” asked 
Holley. “There’s something bizarre here 
that we need to explain.”

As Holley and team investigated the 
site, they came across a stone unique to 
the others in the alignment. With errat

ic markings of percussion carvings and 
scratched lines, the stone appears to have 
markings that look man-made.

“It’s like looking into the clouds and 
trying to find something 
there,” said Holley.

The argument of un
derwater archaeologists 
is that it is believed the 
stone had to have been 
created in a dry envi
ronment; but the last 
time the bay was dry was 
around 6,000 years ago.

“What we potential
ly have here is a piece 
of rock art from 6,000- 
11,000 years ago,” said 
Holley. “What’s really 
caused the controversy 
is that we are saying it 
is ‘potentially’ rock art, 
while the leadership in 
the state archaeology of

fice is saying ‘this isn’t real.’”
If it is real, the carvings could symbol

ize the oldest piece of rock art in the Great 
Lakes area.

This pioneering research has earned 
Holley media recognition nationwide,

from sources including NPR, the Chica
go Tribune and Paul Harvey. However, the 
research is divisive among anthropologists 
and state officials.

“I didn’t want to go public when we 
found [the potential petroglyph], because 
I knew there would be a lot of controver
sy,” said Holley. “The controversy takes over 
your project and you spend all of your time 
arguing with people rather than doing the 
research. The state government is totally 
against us doing this, but I’m not in it for the 
argument; I just want to do the research.”

Research is currently in the works at NMC 
to construct machinery that can identify the 
markings as either man-made or natural.

“How can you manage cultural re
sources when you don’t know what they 
are?” questioned Holley of the state’s resis
tance to the intent of the Preserve’s project. 
“How can you have an underwater state 
park if you don’t know what’s in it?”

Some skeptics think the potential petro
glyph is nothing more than a hoax. What 
Holley wants to do, regardless of what he 
may believe, is to fulfill his responsibility 
as an accredited archaeologist.

Holley encourages future study of the 
potential petroglyph. “It is worthy of sci
entific investigation,” he said.
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Bittersweet farewell 
for NMC’s Bacon

NMC wants
involvement—and talent

■
 JACOB BAILEY
Press Staff Writer SGA looks to advertising, students for 

participation on campusA self-proclaimed “information professional,” well respected by 
her fellow faculty and adored by the students who know her, Maggie 
Bacon recently finished her seven-year tenancy as Head Librarian at 
NMC.
“Anything I am proud of was a result of a group effort,” said Bacon. 
“There is so much to do in education these days—the list is never- 
ending.”

“I am pleased with the progress the library has made in learning to 
balance the actual needs of the students with what we think they need and 
balancing the inclusion of electronic information with print,” she said.

Bacon was a big help this fall in encouraging web 2.0 tools to be 
implemented into learning strategies at NMC. Bacon is also to thank 
for the operation of the library’s Center for Learning, the addition of the 
Cafe la Carte as well as plenty of other facilities in the Osterlin Building.

“She’s the best,” said NMC Communications Instructor Kristen 
Salathiel, referring to Bacon’s accomplishments at the college.

But for Bacon, her job at NMC has lost its sizzle.
She recently started a new full-time position as a librarian at Glen 

Lake schools last week. Location played a large role in what drove 
Bacon to her new professional home; the Glen Lake school system 
is much closer—a mere 10-mile drive instead of her old 30-mile 
commute to NMC.
“This was a tough decision; I loved working at NMC,” said Bacon. 
“On a personal level, I saw this opportunity to help with a life/ 
work balance. I am looking forward to [both] working and living in 
Leelanau County. Empire Beach is the most beautiful place in the 
world to me.”
Bacon anticipates making progressive changes for her new career. 
First on the list is to change the traditional name “Library” to 
“Information Commons.”
“[The word] library, to many people, means ‘dusty old books,’ 
‘outdated resources,’ ‘old fashioned’—a place only for quiet 
study and people who shush you,” said Bacon. “An ‘Information 
Commons’ is a place where people can come to seek information 
of all kinds and in a variety of formats. It is also a place where that 
information can be transformed. The traditional ‘student commons’ 
has been a place where people hang out and exchange ideas; I would 
like to extend that concept to where people—in those exchanges— 
seek additional understanding of the issues they are exploring. A 
library isn’t just about books anymore.”

Bacon’s former NMC colleagues have bittersweet sentiments 
regarding her recent departure.

“We are all sad to see her go and hope she knows the influence 
she had on everyone,” said Shauna Quick, a long-time employee at 
the Osterlin Library front desk, who has a bit of advise for Bacon in 

her new career.
“Public schools are 

full of interesting kids 
who have a wide and 
diverse knowledge,” 
said Quick, “but they 
will always keep you 
on your toes.”

MAGGIE BACON 
RELAXES with her 
dog Sunny at her 
Leelanau County 
home on Empire 
Beach.

■ ALLISON PETERS
Press Editor-in-Chief

As a commuter college, NMC struggles with 
lack of student involvement on campus. Student 
government officials are incessantly urging the stu
dent body to participate and share ideas during 
their time at NMC.

“People are just driving to school, going to class 
and leaving,” said Student Government Association 
Secretary Jeremy Meagher. “We want to get people 
interested, to make this campus more like a univer
sity—like a community.”

Meagher,a French foreign exchange student here 
at NMC, approached SGA at the beginning of the 
semester with new ideas to increase student involve
ment—both as a college and as a community.

“Our primary crowd is NMC students,” said 
Meagher, “but [the recent event] ‘Turning Away 
from Hate,’ for example, attracted older people and 
high school students, too. We’re basically sharing 
a campus with the Trojans, and we’ve never done 
anything together, which I think is kind of weird.”

One way the SGA is hoping to attract more stu
dent involvement is through Meagher’s proposal of 
creating an advertising committee for the SGA.

“ [We’ll be] going downtown, going to the mall, 
talking to this newspaper to advertise our on-cam
pus events off-campus,” said Meagher. “We want to 
get as many people to go as we can.”

Meagher and the.SGA are open to the suggestions 
of the entire student body. The SGA hopes to visit 
classes on campus this semester to receive comments 
and suggestions from students through a survey.

“We want to know how we can improve students’ 
life here,” said Meagher. “What events you guys want 
to see, what we can do to get you guys more involved, 
what we can do to get you to come to our events. We 
all have ideas; so let’s use everybody’s ideas to build 
something that’s going to profit everybody.”

Members of the SGA, including Meagher, have 
a mission for what they want to accomplish for the 
school while they are students here at NMC.

“Our main goal is to get people more active, 
more involved in school, more interested in the stu
dent life,” said Meagher. “We talk about it at every 
meeting. College is supposed to be the best time of 
our lives—so our job is to figure out how we can 
make everyone’s days lighter.”

And to assist the SGA in accomplishing their 
goal is Lisa Blackford, faculty adviser for the SGA.

“Lisa is an awesome adviser who’s willing to help 
us with everything,” said Meagher. “She’s open to 
anything we have to propose.”

Francis Hartsuff, head of the events committee 
for the SGA, is enthusiastic about what the SGA 
has accomplished so far, but is even more excited 
for what is yet to come.

“We’ve had three student group socials already,” 
said Hartsuff. “And soon we’ll be doing the Winter 
Festival. As an events committee, another thing we 
want to do is have concerts here on campus. It’s dif

ficult when planning events on campus to bring ev
eryone here because everyone has certain hours.”

Despite the difficulties, next Monday, March 16, 
NMC’s Student Activities Committee will be host
ing a pop culture-themed talent show in order to 
highlight student acts and increase student involve
ment on campus.

“A lot of the people that are involved live in'the 
dorms or work on campus,” said Meagher. “We want 
the average guy that just goes to class to get involved.”

Building this sense of community on campus is 
a huge focus for the SGA, especially for Hartsuff.

“We [the SGA] are the students’ voices,” said 
Hartsuff. “We need to take care of the student 
groups and student life. We’re not doing the stu
dents’ voices justice well enough yet. [So] we’re fo
cusing on them, the students.”

Resident Assistant, Student Ambassador and for
mer SGA President Victor Draine will have a big hand 
in the talent show, which is sponsored this year by the 
NMC Housing Office (last year by the SGA) .03“ I 
have a particular part in the talent show that I’ll be 
leading called NMC Cribs,” said Draine. “The dorm 
students get to show off where they live. And I might 
be doing an act. I’m trying to decide if I want to play 
the piano or sing or do both. We shall see.”

While last year’s talent show boasted a strong 
number of participating students, Draine hopes 
this year’s will bring in an even larger crowd.

0“I hope we have more students attending than 
seats,” he said. “I always hope that when students 
attend programs put on by the SGA or other stu
dent groups that they get inspired, and a sense of 
getting involved overcomes them.”

SGA Vice President Ruthy Posluszny is working 
with other members of the SGA to bring new events to 
campus. Upcoming events in the works include NMC 
Night at the Terminal and NMC Spirit Week, where 
student groups would host events throughout week, 
finishing with a style showcase of student groups’ fash
ions and merchandise available at the NMC Bookstore.

As far as encouragement goes for getting com
muter students involved in activities going on at 
NMC, Posluszny has a few bits of advice:

“ [Students should] keep an eye out for the Stu
dent Life Office monthly calendar and try to come 
to the events that are right around the same time as 
their classes. If they want to be in a student group 
but can’t make the meetings, then students can ask 
to be updated through email.”

All NMC students are encouraged to attend and 
participate in the weekly SGA meetings, held Fri
days at 1:00pm in the Student Activities Office.

The NMC Talent Show will be held on Monday, 
March 16 at Milliken Auditorium. There will be free 
food at 6:30pm, and the show will begin at 7:30pm.

“NMC has an insurmountable amount of tal
ent,” said Draine. “The thing is getting the students 
to show it.”
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WORLD IN BRIEF
rnpiled by ALLISON PETERS Press Editor-in-Chief

Twins born of two wombs in Michigan
In Michigan, a woman with two wombs gave birth to twin girls—one 
from each uterus. Sault Ste. Maries 21-year-old Sarah Reinfelder’s twin 
daughters were delivered at Marquette General Hospital last Thursday 
by cesarean section. Reinfelder’s rare condition is known as uterus 
didelphys, which means she has two different-sized uteri. Although they 
were born seven weeks premature, the babies are healthy.

Chechen leader excuses brutal murders 
of seven women
Ramzan Kadyrov, 32-year-old president of Chechnya and former militia 
leader, emerged from an afternoon of praying at a mosque to explain— 
disturbingly—why seven young women who had been shot in the head 
deserved to die. Kadyrov said the women, whose bodies had been found 
dumped along a roadside, had “loose morals” and were rightfully shot 
by male relatives in honor killings. He told journalists in the capital 
of his Russian republic, “If a woman runs around and if a man runs 
around with her, both of them are killed.” The Chechnya president is 
carrying out a campaign to impose Islamic values and strengthen the 
traditional customs of predominantly Muslim Chechnya. Critics fear he 
is setting up a dictatorship where Russian laws do not apply, while some 
in Russia say Kadyrovs attempt to create an Islamic society violates the 
Russian constitution, which guarantees equal rights for women and a 
separation of church and state.

Woman swallows her engagement ring 
with Frosty
New Mexico man Reed Harris had the idea of hiding an engagement 
ring for his girlfriend, Kaitlin Whipple, in a Wendy’s Frosty milkshake 
during a fun get-together with friends. The problem: Whipple, in 
a Frosty-finishing race with one of her friends, swallowed the ring 
without knowing it. Two days later, the ring appeared—Whipple told 
readers on her blog, “I have never been so excited about my bodily 
functions. It was definitely well worth the wait."

Human footprints found from 1.5 million 
years ago
Anthropologists found impressions of 1.5 million-year-old early 
human footprints at a Northern Kenya site last week. These footprints, 
some of which were made by feet that could today wear a size 9 men’s 
shoe, indicate that early humans had feet like ours. John Harris, 
an anthropologist with the Koobi For a Field School of Rutgers 
University said, “In a sense, it’s like putting flesh on the bones. The 
prints are so well preserved.” The findings at the Kenya site help tell an 
ancestral story of humans who had completely transitioned from tree- 
dwellers to land-walkers and represent the oldest evidence of modern- 
human foot anatomy.

Man owns rare 1776 copy of Declaration
Richard Adams Jr., a technology entrepreneur in Richmond, Virginia, 
is the owner of a rare 1776 copy of the Declaration of Independence, 
according to the Virginia Supreme Court last Friday. Adams had 
purchased the document from a London book dealer for $475,000 
in 2001. The state of Maine claimed it belongs to the town of 
Wiscasset, where it was kept by the town clerk in 1776; however, 
Adams’ attorney, Robert K. Richardson, argued that the town clerk of 
Wiscasset had only copied the Declaration’s text into the town’s record 
books on Nov. 10, 1776—making only the transcription belonging 
to the official town record, and making the copy of the Declaration of 
Independence belonging rightfully to Adams.

GREEN MEANS CLEAN

MARCHING IN MARCH Demonstrators march for clean energy protesting at a rally 
on Capitol Hill and at a coal power plant in Washington, DC, on Monday, March 2.

sauna bytes
"We are poor, but we are not stupid peasants. The lithium may be Bolivia's, but it is also 
our property." FRANCISCO QUISBERT, 64, leader of Frutcas, a group of farmers on the edge of the world's 
largest salt flat in Bolivia, which has almost half of the world's lithium, the mineral needed to power hybrid 
or electric vehicles. Source: New York Times.

"Nudists in Lakeland, Florida, are upset that outsiders are sneaking a peek through a hole 
in their fence. The police promise to look into it." PAUL HARVEY, radio broadcasting pioneer, with 
one of his famous one-liners drawn from the news., Harvey died Saturday, Feb. 28, at the age of 90.

"Business as usual is no longer an option." SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE PUBLISHER FRANK VEGA, 
in a memo to his staff. The paper was given to William Randolph Hearst when he was 23, and published the 
work of Mark Twain and Jack London. Hearst Corp, says it might close or sell the paper, northern California's 
largest. Source: SFGate.com.

"There are some open spots, but there's pretty good ice from the Manitou Islands all the 
way to the Straits of Mackinac." NWS meteorologist BRIAN ADAM. Grand Traverse Bay froze for the 
first time since 2003 last week. Source: Traverse City Record Eagle.

"I have participated in celebrations for Pi Day (3/14) and Mole Day (at 6:02 am on 10/23). 
And maybe, just maybe. I'll crack open a nice cold root beer tonight in honor of today's 
square rootiness." MARGARET LYONS writing about 3/3/09, named Square Root Day. The next one isn't 
until April 4, 2016.

"No SMS will allow young people to 'detox from the virtual world and get back in touch 
with themselves,' " MONSIGNOR BENITO COCCHI brging Catholic youth in Northern Italy to give up 
texting for Lent. Source: La Repubblica.

"If people don't have the money to go out to a fancy dinner or are looking to cut back, 
Trojan gives them some real affordable ways to stay in and make some great memories 
together," says JIM DANIELS, vice president of marketing for Trojan, the nation's No. 1 condom maker. 
Sales of condoms in the U.S. rose 5% in the fourth quarter of 2008. Source: USA Today.

"I think this person really doesn't like Ford Escorts." Medford, Oregon, police Sgt. Mike Burdreau 
on an arsonist who is apparently on the prowl for green Ford Escorts from teh 1990s. Three of them have 
been burned in recent weeks. Source: salon.com
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Crash

Army aims to prevent hearing 
loss from combat’s clamor

■ BRIAN NEWSOME
The Gazette, Colorado Springs, Colo.

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. - Staff Sgt. Chris Mount- 
joy couldn’t hear for three days after the mortar round screamed 
into his camp and exploded 15 feet from him. The open door of 
a Humvee saved him from the shrapnel, but a shock wave blew 
him 30 feet into a wall, perforating his ear drums.

His hearing came back, but only partially.
Now, more than two years later, the 27-year-old who loved 

being in the infantry spends his days behind a desk at the 10th 
Combat Support Hospital in Fort Carson, Colorado, where he 
was reassigned because of his hearing loss and a traumatic brain 
injury from the blast.

Hearing aids help him, but they’re not perfect. He seldom 
lets his two young children play in a different room because he 
cannot hear if something were to happen.

He avoids loud restaurants, where background noise blots out 
dinner conversation with his wife.

Mountjoy isn’t alone in his quiet world. A cacophony of 
roadside bombs, machine guns and heavy equipment is wreaking 
havoc on the hearing of soldiers serving in Iraq and Afghanistan.

An Army questionnaire of soldiers returning from Iraq found 
that as many as one in four returned from Iraq with some level 
of hearing damage.

A 2005 study in the Journal of Audiology found that sol
diers deployed to Iraq from April 2003 to March 2004 were 
50 times more likely to suffer acoustic trauma than those who 
weren’t deployed.

Such statistics have prompted the military to rethink how it 
handles hearing cases, and Fort Carson is on the front lines of 
that change.

The Colorado post is piloting an Army study to show wheth
er additional hearing experts on staff and a sharper focus on pre
vention can cut down on hearing disabilities.

So far, efforts are working, said Capt. Leanne Cleveland, the 
senior audiologist and hearing program manager at Fort Carson.

Hearing damage is a problem that extends beyond a soldier’s 
daily life. It can make soldiers nondeployable, and it consumes 
millions in disability claims.

“For a soldier to be successful on the battlefield, they have 
to shoot, move, communicate,” Cleveland said. “Hand signals 
are not always enough. If you’re getting a radio transmission 
and the command is ‘fall back’ and you think the command is 
‘attack,’ that’s huge.”

There may also be unknown tolls. Hearing loss has been tied 
to depression in a number of studies, and depression and suicide 
have become a growing concern for the military.

Noise-induced hearing loss and tinnitus, hearing damage 
marked by ringing in the ears, are two of the top 
disability claims for soldiers and veterans, according 
to the Department of Veteran Affairs.

Both have been on the rise in recent years, with 
hearing loss becoming the leading disability among 
veterans returning from Iraq and Afghanistan.
More than 58,000 veterans from those conflicts are 
collecting disability for hearing loss, and another 
70,000 for tinnitus.

Improvised explosive devices tend to come sud
denly and unexpectedly, and depending on how far 
away they are, they can deliver crushing decibels 
and sudden pressure changes.

Additionally, the Institute of Medicine study 
found the military has fallen short in researching 
hearing loss, screening for it, and preparing soldiers 
with the equipment and knowledge to prevent it.

Enter Fort Carson. The post has two audi
ologists and five hearing technicians assigned to 
its soldiers, double the traditional allotment for 
Army posts.

It also has a civilian audiologist to outfit troops 
with hearing aids. And the focus has shifted from 
treating patients after the damage is done to pre
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venting hearing loss in the first place.
The post has ordered thousands of earplugs to fit every con

ceivable ear and situation. All that comes with an aggressive cam
paign to educate soldiers about noise-induced hearing loss and 
the importance of prevention.

A trained hearing officer equipped with an arsenal of earplugs 
and diagnostic equipment is being assigned to every unit, with 
about 330 trained so far.

The effort is paying off: Referrals to hearing specialists be
cause of possible hearing loss are the lowest they’ve been in seven 
years, and other hearing measures have improved.
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reasons why soldiers are an at-risk 
group for hearing loss.
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Extreme makeover 
economy edition

On February 20, 2005, millions of Americans sat down in 
front of their televisions and shed tears of joy with Milton and

Patricia Harper as they walked 
around their new dream 
home. When they handed the 
keys to their home to Ty Pen
nington and his jolly band of 
do-gooders, it was overrun 
with sewage. When they came 
back a week later, they had a 
trendy little mansion.

Unfortunately, their dreams 
were short-lived. The Harpers decided to gamble on another dream 
in the business world, with their home as collateral. Their investment 
just didn’t pay off, and now that home has been foreclosured. They 
owe the bank $400,000 and their $450,000 home is being auctioned 
off to the highest bidder to make up the difference.

Extreme Makeover Home Edition reassures us that the Ameri
can Dream is indeed alive. What is easy to forget is the other 15,000 
contestants that the Harpers were selected from. Don’t forget, all the 
candidates for that television show are homeowners, a group that 
shrunk by 2.7 million families in the past year.

Compare the fate of those families to our corporate leadership. 
Come to find out that when executives take a gamble, it’s the taxpay
ers who are held responsible. AIG alone will be receiving well over 
$150 billion in bailout dollars before this whole fiasco is over.

This doesn’t sound like a free market economy. It sounds more 
like corporatism. Could it be possible that the invisible hand has 
failed us? Could capitalism not be quite as flawless as we thought in 
the long run? The answer is obvious and conjuring up the ghost of 
Ronald Reagan himself would not change that fact.

Maybe it’s time to reassess the way we view economics. The 
American Dream has gone terribly awry. This isn’t just about 
CEOs flying in private jets when they are laying off employees.
It’s about something Karl Marx talked about over a hundred years 
ago. Labor has been commodified, and the working class has offi
cially been alienated.

Is this an endorsement of communism? Absolutely not. Leave 
your Molotov cocktail at home because we don’t need a revolution. 
We need to reclaim our labor.

Do not be deceived. All those people sitting at the top of the cor
porate ladder did not just work hard to get there, and all the deter
mination in the world improve your chances of joining them.

“Well, if I just worked a little bit harder.
That self-deprecating attitude is what keeps the revolving door of 

politicians, CEOs, and lobbyists spinning. It’s time to put that to a 
stop, and rethink the American dream. We’ve been judging how well 
“we” are doing by how many millionaires and billionaires we have 
living in our country. Meanwhile, the middle class has been shrink
ing while the lines outside food pantries have been growing.

Socialism is a dirty word that has been made nearly synonymous 
with a fair wage for a hard day’s work. When the richest people living 
in this country live like kings but their employees can barely make 
ends meet, it is time to start making changes. When did we become 
accustomed to talking about the “working poor?”

We can’t all be millionaires, but I think that this country has 
enough money flying around to put a roof over every head and food 
on every table. Maybe this is wishful thinking, but universal health
care doesn’t seem unreasonable either.

TALKING > TALK, awt—

THE ISSUE:
The American economic crisis

OUR VIEW:
Capitalism may not be worth the 

gamble

SOME WHO WORKS FOR 
THE NEW YORK POST IS DRAWING 

POLITICAL CARTOONS CN THE WALL1.

Letter to the Editor
To all NMC students:

I would like to invite each of you to take part in 
the very important process of selecting one of our 
faculty members to receive the Imogene Wise Fac
ulty Excellence award, and one of our adjunct fac
ulty members to receive the NMC Adjunct Faculty 
Excellence award.

In recognition of NMC’s commitment to cel
ebrating excellence in teaching and learning, two of 
our faculty members are chosen each year by NMC 
students to receive these prestigious awards. Each 
of you can nominate faculty members who dem

onstrate teaching excellence at NMC. Ballots are 
available throughout campus, and nominations are 
being accepted through Thursday, March 12.

Faculty are truly honored to be nominated and 
to receive these annual awards. I look forward to 
commencement in May when I will announce your 
2008-2009 choices.

Sincerely,
Stephen Siciliano
Vice President for Educational Services

WRITE US A LETTER

ABRAHAM MORRISON
Press Managing Editor

OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts let
ters to the editor from members of the col
lege and community. Letters should be less 
than 400 words, typewritten, and signed 
with your name, address and phone number. 
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, 
spelling and length. Opinions expressed are 
not necessarily those of The White Pine 
Press staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686
BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 
BY FAX: (231)995-2110 *
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What would you like to see your student government do for you?

"I didn't even 
know we had one.

JOHN PAUL 
MORRIS. 19
Visual Communica
tions

"I don't know for 
sure 'cause this is, 
like, my first semes
ter here. I just trans
ferred."

AMANDA MAAS, 23
Dental Assistance

" Pay for more state 
theater shows."

MATTHEW 
BOUWENSE, 18
former student of 
NMC

"Urn...find more 
scholarships."

AMANDA SEND, 
19
Nursing

"I don't know. I 
haven't seem 'em do 
anything.”

ERIC MARKER, 21
Aviation

"I think they could 
help keep the cafe
teria open later."

MEGAN
THURKETTLE, 18,
Child Development

"I think that in the win
ter, we should have an 
ice rink out in the big 
open space in front of 
East Hall."

KATRINA HOLDORPH, 
20,
Psychology

The stimulus package
AGAINST:
I BLAKE KNOBLOCK

Special to the Press

Don’t let anyone fool you— 
the recent stimulus package 
is an egregious offense against 
property rights. Too many are 
beguiled by the thought of a 
stimulus check in the mail and 
fail to see the infraction upon 
his or her economic liberty. 
While having money and hav
ing wealth are terms often as
sociated with one another, it 
must be noted that they are not 
synonymous. There is a fatal 
difference in that while hav
ing X amount of dollars may 
make you wealthy, X amount of 
wealth will not always be shown 
in that set number of dollars. If 
this principle was not true, then 
why not have the government 
issue a $ 100 trillion stimulus 
package and make us all rich 
beyond our wildest dreams?

Think of the Soviet Union 
before its collapse, or so many 
African countries with hyper
inflation, the extreme devalua
tion of a country’s currency and a 
fear-ridden prospect that the ill- 
regarded package flirts with. You 
can hold a single paper bill in one 
of those countries and be a mil
lionaire. It doesn’t do you much 
good, since a loaf of bread costs

10 million dollars, but nonethe
less, you are a millionaire. This is 
because these governments have 
pumped billions of dollars into 
their economy! And while it has 
stimulated spending, that is only 
for the short run because of the 
laws of supply and demand.

Think of the money as a 
supply—any scholar of rudi
mentary economics can tell you 
that as supply rises, demand 
will fall because the supply is 
easier to obtain. If the money 
supply goes up, prices will inev
itably go up and you are seem
ingly at a moot point. I stress 
seemingly because, in our little 
exercise, we have not begun 
to mention the costs of dis
tribution or production 
or the hours spent by our 
ever-so-effective Congress 
that wouldn’t dare add 
on worthless pork spend
ing or waste time; so as a 
result, you are losing money. 
Because goods maintain their 
same relative value, you are 
effectively losing money.
Ever)’ dollar you own is 
being inflated, and on top 
of that, some arbitrary per
cent—two, five or ten cents 
for every dollar’s worth—is 
taken away and given to the

politicians.
While stimulus packages may 

make everyone feel good, in re
ality, all they do is devalue the 
currency and steal wealth from 
every US citizen, not to mention 
the countries that rely on the US 
dollar. One may argue that this 
money is not being created but is 
redistributed through taxes, but 
these egalitarian aspects are com
monly misconstrued. I cannot 
expound enough upon the wide
ly-believed pack of lies.

FOR:
I LAURA EARLE

Press Staff Writer

The American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act recently passed 
by Congress will undoubtedly be 
of great help to college students. 
Funds from the $787 billion eco
nomic stimulus package are in
tended to go toward both new tax 
credits for those in higher educa
tion and a prominent increase in 
Pell Grant funding.

Approximately $13 billion will 
go toward the new tax credit. This 
tax credit has higher income limits 
and can be used by multiple stu
dents in a household as well. This 
means that not only will you be

to qualify, but 
any other 
college 
students 

in your im
mediate fam

ily will, too. The 
new tax credit 

is expected to 
provide up 
to $2,500 
annually to 

students in 
higher education. 

Even more 
funding is expected

to go to the Pell Grant program. 
Low-income college students who 
qualify for the grant (for example, 
students who come from fami
lies that make less than $40,000 
a year) could see up to a $500 in
crease, approximately, in their ben
efits within the next two years.

We NMC students may see 
some changes within our campus 
as well as in our financial aid. The 
college expects to receive around 
$28 million in benefits from the 
stimulus package, which will, for 
the most part, go toward remodel
ing West Hall and creating a cam
pus-wide bio-diesel bus system. The 
proposed transit system is intended 
to remedy our jam-packed parking 
lots and, perhaps, make our campus 
a bit more environmentally friendly. 
Other “green” projects for which 
NMC hopes to use its stimulus 
package benefits include improved 
windows and insulation, as well as 
the campus-wide utilization of geo
thermal and wind power.

With the benefits from the 
American Recovery and Reinvest
ment Act, many college students 
nationwide will have less tuition to 
pay and, if they are as lucky as we 
are, new-and-improved schools to 
attend as well.
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Carbon dioxide emissions could 
last millennia, expert says

^lww> f*u ewfe/^Ow/

Jwg^. jjU MMb cnv

I RENEE SCHOOF
McClatcchy Newspapers

Until now, most discussion of climate change has been about 
what scientific evidence shows is likely to happen between now 
and 2100. However, scientific research shows that the carbon 
dioxide gas released from burning fossil fuels lasts in the atmo
sphere much longer than mere decades.

David Archer, a leading climate researcher who teaches at the 
University of Chicago, has written a new book that looks at car
bon dioxides “long tail” and what it means for changes on Earth 
in the future.

If the world continues its heavy use of coal over the next 
couple of hundred years until it’s essentially used up, it would 
take several centuries more for the oceans to absorb about 
three-quarters of the carbon dioxide emitted into the atmo
sphere. In those centuries, there would be a “climate storm” 
that Archer says would be significantly worse than the forecast 
from now to 2100.

The remaining carbon dioxide—the long tail—would stay 
in the atmosphere for thousands of years, leaving a warmer cli
mate. About 10 percent of it would still be in the atmosphere in 
100,000 years, Archer wrote in “The Long Thaw: How Humans 
Are Changing the Next 100,000 Years of Earths Climate.”

“Ultimately, the amount of fossil fuel available could be 
enough to raise the atmospheric CO2 concentration higher than 
it has been in millions of years,” Archer wrote.

Because of the long life of CO2 from fossil fuels, the climate 
impacts would last for many thousands of years. Ice sheets would

melt, raising seas high enough to swamp 10 percent or more of 
the world’s agricultural land. Other climate impacts could in
clude uncomfortable heat and drier continental interiors, Archer 
tells his readers. “In the long run, it could be a steep price to pay 
for a century or so of fossil fuel energy.”.

Archer studies the carbon cycle of Earth as it interacts with 
global climate. His slim book is a clear explanation of carbon di
oxide and climate change for nonscientists. It also explains how 
the climate has changed in the distant past and looks ahead to 
the deep future.

His work has been a part of what John Holdren, whom Presi
dent Barack Obama named as his science adviser, has called the 
“tremendous effort” among scientists to reach a “center of grav
ity” in the understanding of climate change. The results of that 
work are available in the reports of the National Academy of Sci
ences and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. The 
conclusion, as Holdren summed it up at his confirmation hear
ing recently: “Climate change is real, it’s accelerating, it is caused 
in substantial part by human activity, it is dangerous and it is 
getting more so.”

Like Holdren and other climate experts, Archer concludes 
that there’s still time to cut fossil fuel emissions enough to 
avoid disaster.

“The question may come down to ethics, rather than 
economics,” Archer wrote, much as the issue of slavery 
did more than a century ago. “Ultimately it didn’t matter 
whether it was economically beneficial or costly to give up.
It was simply wrong.”

Some questions and answers with David Archer:

THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIA
TION (NEA) AND KIDTHING.COM asked 
young people around the world to share their 
thoughts with President Barack Obama. Man- 
ish Suryapalam, 9, of Downingtown, Pa., wrote: 
"We should not chop down trees because lots 
of carbon-dioxide will create the green house ef
fect. (make holes in the atmosphere.) Trees stop 
this from happening by taking in carbon dioxide 
and releasing (sic) oxygon (sic) for us to breath, 
(sic) Since solar panel powered cars are invent
ed you should tell people to use them instead of 
normal cars because gas creates global warm
ing, and you should also lower the price on solar 
panel powered cars."

Q: You write that the climate effects of fossil fuel burning 
will last longer than nuclear waste. Most discussions of climate 
change focus on this century. Why did you look further out?

A: Everyone knows that nuclear waste lasts a long time, and 
it seems to make a difference to them. It makes a difference to 
me the longevity of global warming, too.

Q: Some people, though, don’t believe it’s a problem.
A: There are people who will “believe” anything they want 

to; the question is whether anyone has a scientifically cred
ible justification for that belief. It was predicted over a century 
ago that rising CO2 concentrations in the air would warm the 
planet. Now it seems to be doing just that, just as predicted. If 
anyone can explain why things should not work in this way, then 
I’d be interested to hear, but so far there are just no completing 
ideas, just beliefs stemming from whatever source, and an active 
campaign at disinformation sponsored by the fossil fuel industry.

Q: What difference does the long view make?
A: The book makes the point that global warming from CO2 

emissions will last for thousands of years into the future. To me, 
that changes the picture, especially when thinking about the eco
nomics of climate change or the possibility of “engineering” the 
planet cooler by putting haze in the stratosphere or something 
like that. It also means that the eventual sea level rise from re
leasing CO2 could be a hundred times greater than the forecast 
for the year 2100.

Q: Is Earth doomed to an ice-free state, mass extinctions and 
rising seas?

A: No, the damage has not yet been done. We could stop re
leasing CO2. Technologically, that is tiot so hard.
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Amazon's new eBook reader
A while ago I reported on the Kindle, Amazon’s elec

tronic, portable book reader and its possible place in tech
no history. In mid-February 2009, Amazon announced 
the Kindle 2.0. Here’s an update, since books play such a 
vital role in our school lives.

TECHNO
BABBLE

IT0M AUCH
Press Staff Columnist

The Kindle weighs in at 10 ounces, is smaller than the 
size of a piece of paper and is 1/3 of an inch thin. Bat
tery life can last as long as two weeks, upgraded since the 
last version. The easy-to-read pages and images, (even in 
bright sunlight) only use power when you turn the page, 
so, even if you cram it in your backpack without turning 
it off, it stays charged.

The Kindle has always had a great list of features, in
cluding a dictionary, text search, bookmarks, image clip
pings, MP3 music playback and six font sizes for the 
visually impaired. The “green movement” loves it, as hard
ly a single tree goes into the printing of an eBook.

While I’m waiting for mine to come in, I’ve researched 
a few features that make this a possible “must-have” and 
could change the way we read books, deliver curriculum 
and course information and assign homework.

Ironically, one of the most interesting new features is 
coming under fire: the “text-to-speech” feature that lets you 
convert anything written into instant audio. This feature 
is great for long trips in the car or for the visually impaired. 
Don’t get overexcited, though, as the Authors Guild is con
sidering legal action, claiming it will cut into the sales of 
books-on-tape. With the monotone voice and battery drain, 
it’s unlikely sales of audio-books will suffer too much. Even 
so, at the time of this writing, Amazon is considering the 
option for authors to opt out of the audio feature.

The new Kindle is primarily a sealed device. You can’t ex
pand the memory, but it holds seven times as much as before, 
enough to read 1,500 Anatomy and Physiology textbooks.

There is also a large selection of newspapers wirelessly sent 
to your device, automatically, every day for $10/month. A 
growing list of magazines, like PC World (which has stopped 
their print version altogether), run $2-$3/monthly and can 
also arrive automatically by subscription.

The Kindle catalog is larger, with 240,000 books avail
able. New York Times bestsellers are $10 each, which is 
significantly less than the hardcover print editions; older 
books run as low as $3 to $6.

Have a word document, a PDF, or picture that needs 
to be shown to a teacher or student? No problem. Just use 
the wireless feature to send documents to the Kindle using 
a private email for 10 cents or transfer them over a USB 
cable for free.

Sprint Next el provides wireless service for the Kindle, 
allowing users to download books or newspapers in less

than a minute. The wireless features, which some cell pro
viders charge as much as $60 per month for, is absorbed 
by Amazon. Revenue will come from e-content for sale, 
which is estimated at $1.4 billion this year, 4 percent of 
all Amazon’s revenue, according to Bloomberg.com.

Currently, school textbooks have a limited selection, 
but that could be changing.

“The device may become an important tool for schools 
and educational-book publishers,” said Douglas Anmuth, 
an analyst at Barclays Capital in New York.

“More than one million Kindles may be on college cam
puses by 2012, generating an additional $700 million in rev
enue for Amazon.com,” Anmuth said. Total revenue from 
Kindle sales and downloads may reach $3.7 billion by that 
time. That could be a real carrot for textbook publishers.

Authors and publishers receive nothing on a textbook 
re-sale or a campus bookstore markup, so it makes sense 
for publishers to head down this road of distributing text
books electronically via a device like the Kindle.

I was able to find quite a few textbooks from McGraw- 
Hill and other publishers in e-format. You just need to 
know where to get them or have them listed by your in
structor. Unfortunately, they are PDFs or web-based and 
not compatible with the Kindle.

All of a sudden the $350 price tag doesn’t sound so bad 
if it saves you $200 on one book.

Will e-books replace conventional books? Not likely. 
But compete they will. There is already a long waiting list 
for this $350 device.
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PREPARE YOURSELF 
TO EXCEL
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Liberal Studies Degree 
Areas of Emphasis:
Pre-law

Environmental advocacy 
Nonprofit leadership 
Creativity and communication arts 
Child development 
Human services

Many more
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Earn a bachelor’s degree in Libera, Studies. This customized degree program lets you 

study topics most relevant to your career goals. You develop your own course of study, in 
consultation with your advisor, in areas of emphasis such as pre-law, environmental 

advocacy, nonprofit leadership, communication arts, child development, social work, Or 
other human services. Plus, the flexible curriculum makes it easier to use your previous 

college credit to complete the degree. It’s your time to excel. Call or visit us online for 

more information about the Liberal Studies program at Grand Valley in Traverse City. 
gvsu.edu/traverse j 231.995.1785 | 888.922.1785
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NIG H T S K Y
By JERRY DOBEK, NMC Astronomy Instructor

(for MARCH 5-MARCH 11,2009)

Comets fading fast
Comet Lulin is moving quickly through Leo into Cancer—and fad
ing fast. The comet reached its greatest' brilliance in late February, 
barely visible to the naked eye. Ceres, the largest asteroid, can be 
seen with binoculars above the triangular shape of stars that make up 
the hindquarters of Leo. Ceres is at its closest to Earth since 1857.

A pair above the horizon
Venus remains the bright planet in the western sky. The thin cres
cent shape is large enough to be seen with the naked eye. Try looking 
right after sunset and use a pinhole in a piece of cardboard to reduce 
the glare. Venus will recede into the sunset near month’s end. Saturn 
reaches opposition on March 8, when it rises at sunset and sets at 
sunrise. Saturn is also at its closest to Earth and nearly as high in the 
sky as possible. Morning sky observers will find Mercury, Mars and 
Jupiter. Jupiter is the brightest of the three, with Mars and Mercury 
forming a close pair only a few degrees above the horizon.

Daylight Saving Time begins on Sunday, March 8 at 2am. Remember 
to turn your clocks ahead one hour. This weeks Open Viewing is Saturday, 
March 7from 8-10pm, and if it's clear, we’ll take a final look at Comet,

Lulin and Ceres. For a schedule of Open House dates and times, visit 
httpd/www. nmc. edu/rogersobservatory.

A
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Change your environment; change your life
Environment influences us daily. Exam

ine the mode of your own mind when you 
enter a store at the mall or downtown or even

HERE AND 
THERE

■ AMANDA CAMPBELL
Press Staff Columnist

Oryana, our local health food co-op. Watch 
yourself next time you go to Hot Topic or 
American Eagle. What is the music, scene 
and clothing style promoting? Do you walk 
into the place and feel more fly? Do you enter 
into Oryana and just feel healthier? Do you 
go into Ellas and feel hip and classy? Watch 
yourself and see if you like who it brings out 
in you and how it makes you feel.

These environmental influences include 
anything that can be perceived by the 
senses: noise, scent, visuals, air quality and

The men beneath 
the muscles

In today’s society, the stereotypical man is seen 
tnd promoted throughout a variety of industries, 
mt that does not mean you need to embrace it and 
nake it your goal in life. Guys, you do not need to 
te ripped with muscles and emotionally blunt to

DONT DO IT 
IN THE DARK

■
ALEXANDER BRAND
Press Staff Columnist

te attractive. It is okay to show your emotions, to 
:alk to people about your problems and ask for help 
vhen you need it. You can talk in class and give 
tour opinion; I promise you, it’s perfectly all right 
tnd you will not be looked down upon for whatev- 
:r you have to share.

Starting at a young age, boys are told not to play 
louse because it is considered “girly” and is not ac- 
jeptable behavior. Yet when boys become men and 
jo off to live on their own, they don’t know how to 
took or do laundry. And people wonder why? The 
stereotypes of gender are always limiting. They are 
n no way, shape or form helpful in any situation.

The practice of internalizing emotions is very 
stressful and has been proven to cause physical and 
nental health problems. Releasing emotions is part 
if being a human being, and communication is a 
cey factor in the process. If men are supposed to be 
strong and silent, how will they learn to have emo

tional stability and be able to function in the roller 
coaster of life? It paints a very bleak picture of the 
existence of man.

But there is hope for men. You can, in fact, 
choose not to buy into what society is selling. You
can choose not to be the typical man and find 
your own identity. I believe it’s what many people 
refer to as being an individual, if I’m not mistak
en. You can choose to express your emotions, to 
talk about issues in your life, to be sensitive and 
caring. Your significant other will appreciate it, be
cause relationships based on physical appearances 
alone are doomed to fail.

My challenge for all the men, dudes, guys— 
whatever you wish to call yourselves—is this: be 

yourself. Do not let society’s stereotypes limit your 
existence. Find your own identity, your own per
sona and let the world see who you really are. Let 
your emotions flow and share your feelings. It’s 
okay to show love to others.

From here, I’ll leave you with a quote from 
Ralph Ellison of Battle Royal to ponder:

“All my life I had been looking for something and 
everywhere I turned someone tried to tell me what it 
was. I accepted their answers too, though they were 
often in contradiction and even self-contradictory.
I was naive. I was looking for myself and asking ev
eryone except myself questions, which I, and only I, 
could answer. It took me a long time and much pain
ful boomeranging of my expectations to achieve a real
ization everyone else appears to have been born with: 
that I am nobody but myself.”

l/IZe know you by name 
at the M w/fh the flame

You're never just a number at Madonna University, because of our 16:1 
student to faculty ratio. Small class sizes mean more personalized instruction 
from professors who want you to succeed. And, "Your success is our greatest 
achievement," is more than a slogan, it's the way you are treated by staff and 
professors alike. Madonna University — Michigan's most affordable, Catholic, 
liberal arts university — combines career preparation with service learning to 
nurture your intellectual, spiritual and personal growth.

Wisdom from above

MADONNA
UNIVERSITY

36600 Schoolcraft Rd., Livonia, Ml 48150
www.madonna.edu

734-432-5339

movement, climate and weather, interac
tions with others, electronics, lighting, etc. 
Take, for example, music. There are reasons

for the styles of music you avoid or are 
attracted to. It makes you feel a certain 
way. Intelligent marketing professionals 
know this, so they choose music that will 
attract their target consumers.

That means the ambiance is set so you 
will see yourself as you want to see your
self and feel the way you want to feel (i.e., 
cool, attractive, relaxed, fun, peaceful).

This increases the odds that you will pur
chase something, hoping to capture those 
feelings and take them home in the item(s) 
you buy. Once you get said item(s) home, 
you find the magic wearing off quickly and 
become filled with a desire for another fix.

You know what I am talking about, but 
if you don’t, see for yourself the next time 
you walk into Abercrombie, What to Wear 
or even Target. Watch how everything is 
set up for you to have a certain experience.
I am not suggesting that this is bad. It is

brilliant and enjoyable even. It’s just some
thing that you should be aware of.

If you don’t know for sure if you like or 
dislike what influence your environment is 
having on you, pay closer attention to how 
you feel when you exit the situation. Are 
you relaxed and calm or edgy and tired?
Do you leave feeling inspired and refreshed 
or distressed and depressed? Just notice.

You may wonder what exactly the point 
to all this is. Well, becoming aware of the 
things around you that influence your de
cisions allows you to avoid being locked 
into an image or a lifestyle or a job that 
doesn’t fit or serve you. This awareness can 
let you know when you are in the right 
place as well. If you are feeling open, re
laxed, enlivened and fulfilled, you may 
trust that you are in the right place. You 
may find places that are slightly out of 
your comfort zone but put you in touch 
with your ability to rise and be a little 
more than you’ve ever been, to grow and 
learn and expand and succeed.

Find your Writing Center
w^Need help { 

with a paper? 
Want to become 
a better writer?

Stop by the 
Writing Center 

for an
K appointment 

today! A

Scholar's Hall 
Room 221 „

Call (231) 995-1189
or email writingcenter@nmc.edu

This is how it all plays out in life: you 
can be unconsciously influenced in very 
powerful ways by your environment.
What you want to be able to do is to carry 
around enough ammunition in your con
scious arsenal to guard yourself against the 
sway of influences leading you down the 
path of destruction or suffering.

You want to know that the situations and 
scenarios you are choosing to surround your
self with and engage in are wholesome, nur
turing, enlivening and supportive of every 
creative endeavor you dream to succeed at. If 
they are not, let them dissolve and allow life to 
fill the spaces they leave with others more suit
able for manifesting your hopes and dreams.

This will allow you to be far more effi
cient and effective in life. The alternative is 
to be quietly swayed into feeling this way 
and that, making choices that are automat
ic and reactive rather than intuitive and 
intentional. Do yourself a favor and con
sciously choose which environment you 
surround yourself with.

*
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Doubt keeps audience guessing
I ERIN BERNHARD

Press Features Editor

“What do you do when you’re not sure’
...of what movie to see?

With a cast including Meryl Streep,
Philip Seymour Hoffman and Amy 
Adams, moviegoers cannot question 
the poignant articulation of this 2008 
Oscar-nominated film.

Based on the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
play, Doubt revolves around the parochi
al school St. Nicho
las. Sisters Aloysius 
(Streep) and James 
(Adams) find them
selves sitting in 
judgment of Father 
Flynn (Hoffman), 
the community 
priest and school 
gym teacher. A seem
ingly innocent meeting between Flynn 
and a student creates suspicion and 
causes the nuns to draw controversial 
conclusions. Arguments ensue, and the 
young Sister James finds out just how 
ugly the Catholic hierarchy can become 
if pushed into uncharted territory.

Set in the Bronx circa 1964,
Doubt opens on a neighborhood 
church. It’s Sunday morning, and the 
community has gathered for another 
of Father Flynn’s sermons. Eloquent 
and poised, the priest has quickly be
come a favorite of parents and stu
dents alike. Sister Aloysius, on the 
other hand, sees his personable na
ture as a threat to the tradition of the 
parish. As the principal of the school, 
she is stern and void of emotion. She walks along 
the aisles, waking students from late-morning naps 
with a hiss.

Sweet, innocent Sister James is introduced first 
in the church and later in her classroom. Her meek
ness allows her students to walk all over her and her 
classroom control is virtually nonexistent. It’s sur
prising that she musters the courage to bring Sister 
Aloysius her suspicions - she’s just as intimidated

by the principal as the students.
Darkness soon descends upon the 

school. Father Flynn makes a myste
rious call to Sister James’ class, asking 
to see a certain student in the rectory. 
Sister James feels the need to tell Sis
ter Aloysius and is soon forced in to an 
unfortunate position. Was the meet
ing an innocent one, or does Flynn 
have an inappropriate relationship with 

Donald (Joseph 
Foster)? Even the 
student’s mother 
(played by Viola 
Davis, whose one 
scene garnered 
great praise) isn’t 
convinced.

Father Flynn’s
liberal ideas and long fingernails do 
not help his case. He wants the parish 
to move forward, which Sister Aloy
sius opposes, claiming perfect pen
manship and traditional Christmas 
carols are the only ways of the school. 

Sister James is roped into a 
wild-goose chase that leads to 
nothing. With no real evidence to 
base her case upon, Sister Aloysius 
relies solely on her gut to accuse 
Father Flynn of wrongdoing. We 
are unsure, however, if Sister Aloy
sius’ decision is based upon her 
dislike for Father Flynn himself or 
his immoral actions.

Audiences leave the theater 
wanting more. With no way to 

draw conclusions and little basis for any accusations, 
the movie is gripping yet flawed. Scenes are slow and 
quiet, with little action in between. Conversation 
and argument between the nuns and the priest prove 
to be the only substantial pieces of the movie.

Doubt will be shown at the State Theatre in Tra
verse City from Friday, March 6 through Thursday, 
March 12. The jury is out on this decision; stop by 
the theatre to draw your own conclusions.

ADAMS

)OUBT
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SBUlBfe- .

DOUBT

Foreign Film Forum
Waltz With Bashir

Waltz With Bashir was the first animated 
movie ever to be nominated for an Oscar for 
Best Documentary. Though the medium is 
mostly associated with amusing animals and 
children’s films, it’s gaining respect as a vehicle 
for serious moviemaking. Bashir documents 
the massacre, during Israel’s 1982 invasion of 
Lebanon, of Palestinian refugees by a Chris
tian militia. The director, Ari Folman, was 19 
years old and a soldier in the Israeli infantry 
at the time. In the film he explores that histo

ry - vague to this day - visiting old friends and piecing together their 
stories, including one of a recurring nightmare of being chased by 26 
dogs. Waltz With Bashir beautifully develops the harrowing questions 
of guilt and responsibility that surround the massacre.

New on DVD
Clint Eastwood's Changeling

There’s no doubt that Kate Winslet’s performance in The Reader was 
worthy of her Oscar, but there is one role that shouldn’t be overlooked: 
Angelina Jolie’s portrayal of Christine Collins in Changeling. The film, 
directed by Clint Eastwood, tells the true story of Collins, whose son 
was kidnapped in 1928. The Los Angeles police force is corrupt with 
greed and power. When Christine sees the little boy the police bring 
back to her she is shocked — the
boy isn’t her son - but when she 
challenges the police, they put 
her in an insane asylum. This is 
a beautifully told story about the 
unconditional love of a mother.
Jolie’s performance is heartbreak
ing. She once said, “I seem to 
be getting a lot of things pushed 
my way that are strong women.
.. .I’d like to play strong women 
who are also very feminine.”
That just about sums up Chris
tine Collins.

Don't Miss This
Watchmen - In Theatres 3/6

“The world will look up and shout ‘Save us!’... And I’ll whisper 
‘No.’” From /jack Snyder, who directed 300, comes a film

which just might blow you away. 
Watchmen, based on the graphic 

novel, is definitely a film you 
won’t want to miss. The movie 

is set in 1985 in an alternate- 
reality America. As vigilan
te Rorschach investigates the 
murder of an ex-superhero, 
things lead to a terrifying end. 

I know that all of us have been 
duped by a movie trailer. Some

times it seems as though all the 
highlights of the film are put into 

the ads, and nothing’s left in the actual movie - but
every time I hear that deep, gravely voice on the screen utter the 
words, “The world will look up and shout ‘Save us!’ ... And I’ll whis
per ‘No,’” I feel chills travel up and down my spine.
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■ SCOTT PELL
1 Press Staff Writer

“Mirror’s Edge” has re
ceived a lot of hype during the 
course of its first appearance at 
E3 (Electronic Entertainment 
Expo). It was considered to be 
revolutionary in that it was a 

first-person game that didn’t 
give you a gun; the charac
ter had to rely on amazing 
athletic ability, and that it’s 

controls would be remark
ably fluid. However, “Mir

ror’s Edge” falls far short of
the hype.

The game play flows 
rather well; the charac

ter-movement is easy to use, and players, who are 
meant to be “free-runners,” can do wall-runs and leap from 

rooftop to rooftop with the greatest of ease. However, when 
players enter combat sequences, it all falls apart. A game like 

“Mirror’s Edge” should have a.certain flow to it that keeps the 
game going at a smooth pace, though with these combat sequences, 
the flow comes to a screeching halt. Combat requires inhuman tim
ing in order to disarm the enemies, and in fact the game gives play
ers the ability to slow down time, but it doesn’t help, because the 
timing on the attack itself is off way too often.

With its amazing graphics, sound and presentation, it’s 
one of the year’s most unique games. How
ever, with broken combat mechanics that 

are frustrating beyond all reason, it’s not worth 
the full price. “Mirrors Edge” is a game which 

tries something new and is worth a play, 
but not the full price. Rent it, don’t 

buy it.

NMC info on the go!

JICImergenciLinfo
JKiamsd

It $ easy:
jmnmc.edu/setfsBreice

(lick on Personal Info

Professor's Playlist
1. “Alina” by Aavo Part. I like this repetitious sweet music 
that the minimalist Arvo Part has compiled. I listen to it 
when I meditate.
2. Chicago, Broadway show soundtrack. Having lived 
in Chicago, I always enjoy a satire on the politics of that 
town and this is one of the best.
3. Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon, movie soundtrack. 
Yoyo Mas senti
mental cello solo 
in this track evokes 
the beauty of the 
Chinese lyric.
4. “Mustt Mustt” 
by Nusrat Fateh 
Adi Khan. Nus
rat Fateh Ali Khan 
combines many 
musical traditions 
in this piece that 
is a bit jolly.
5. “Akhnatan” by 
Philip Glass. Phil
ip Glass’s mini
malist writing of
this opera combines for me with the experience of having 
seen the opera performed In a very original manner.
6. “Don’t Know Why” by Nora Jones. Jones’s jazz ren
dering of this classic piece is excellent. She uses her voice 
to its best expression here.
7. “Chocolate” by The Chenille Sisters. Who doesn’t 
love chocolate and this fun song is a tribute to the best 
and chocolatiest.
8. “River” by Bill Staines. I heard it long ago and feel it 
represents my life in its lyrics.
9. “Dance Me to the End of Love” by Leonard Cohen. A 
beautiful rendition of the joys of marriage.
10. “I am Open” by Holly Near. Near uses her musical 
talents for social activism.

s
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Calendar 1
The Sunshine Boys, March 5-8 in the Grand Trunk Theatre, Traverse 
City. Theatre North TC will present their rendition of the play at 8 p.m. 
nightly and at 3 p.m. on Sunday March 8. Tickets are $10 and are avail
able by calling 231-632-3029 or by visiting www.theatrenorthtc.com.

Terrance Simien and the Zydeco Experience, March 6 at Milliken Au
ditorium. Grammy award-winning Simien will bring Creole beats to 
Northern Michigan beginning at 8 p.m. Tickets are $25 in advance and 
$28 at the door and are available by calling 231-995-1553. Visit www. 
dennosmuseum.org for more information.

The Secret Garden, March 6-22 at West Senior High. Based on the 
book, this Tony award-winning musical will showcase high school stu
dents. Friday and Saturday shows begin at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday mati
nees start at 2 p.m. Buy tickets and find more information at www.tcaps. 
net/wsh-musical.

The Producers, March 6-28 at the Old Town Playhouse. Visit www.old- 
townplayhouse.com for more information about this Tony award-win
ning musical. Tickets are available by calling 231-947-2443.

“Remember the Ladies, and be more generous and favorable to them 
than your ancestors,” is First Lady Abigail Adams’ famous message in 
a letter to her husband John Adams as he was helping to write the code 
of laws which would govern our new country This is also the title of 
the next Women’s History Project sponsored event scheduled for Satur
day, March 14, from 1:30 to 3:30 in the Fine Arts Building auditorium 
at NMC. Come and enjoy “Guess the First Lady” from impersonations 
by NMC Theater students, view a film on things you never knew about 
the First Ladies, and then take part in a discussion led by Mindy Mor
ton, NMC History Professor. Admission is by donation and there are 
free refreshments. For further information, call 995-1065. This event is 
jointly sponsored by the Women’s History Project of Northwest Michi
gan, NMC Phi Theta Kappa honorary, and the American Association of 
University Women.

NMC Foundation seeks excellence The NMC Foundation will again 
honor faculty and staff colleagues at Northwestern Michigan College.
All members of the faculty, staff, community or student body are able to 
nominate employees of the college for the NMC Foundation Excellence 
Award. Up to five awards will be granted in April. Nomination forms 
should be submitted to the President’s Office by March 16. For more 
information or to request a form, please call President Nelson’s office at 
231-995-1010.

The NMC Foundation will again honor faculty and staff colleagues 
at Northwestern Michigan College. All members of the faculty, staff, 
community or student body are able to nominate employees of the 
college for the NMC Foundation Excellence Award. Up to five awards 
will be granted in April. Nomination forms should be submitted to the 
President’s Office by March 16. For more information or to request a 
form, please call President Nelson’s office at 231-995-1010.

Talent Show 2009, March 16 at 7:30 p.m. This year’s talent show is ti
tled “Pop Culture.” Email housingoffice@nmc.edu or stop in to the Stu
dent Activities Office in West Hall for more information.
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So are we. IL
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Ferris State University offers bachelor degree prog b ms a rtic u lated with Northwestern Michigan 
Collage rght here in Traverse City at the NMC University Center. We understand convenience isan 
important factor when considering the nextstep. Complete a bachelorfedegreeon this cam pus 
so you can continue working and living the life you toe established.

Snowshoe Hikes at the Sleeping Bear Dunes, Saturdays through March 
28. Meet at the Lakeshore Visitor Center in Empire at 1 p.m. with your 
snowshoes. If you don’t have your own, extras will be provided for no 
charge. Call 231-326-5134 for more information.

Author Steve Lehto presents his 2007 Michigan Notable Book 
Award-winning book Death’s Door: The Truth Behind Michigan’s 
Largest Mass Murder at 5:30 p.m. on March 19. Sponsored the Kalkaska 
County Library, the book talk will detail Lehto’s historical research into 
a Michigan tragedy circa 1913. The talk will be held at Gio’s Trattoria 
Grille and will also include light refreshments. Call Deb Bull at 231-259- 
8411 for more information.

Your future’s in your backyards
Stop by our office or call (231) 995-1734te learn more about the quality Ferris programs offered 
rghtheie: Accountancy, Business Administration, Business Ad ministration-Aviation, Business 
Ad m in istratio n-Ma ritime. B usiness Ad m i nistratio n- fto fessio na I Trac k, Co m puter I nfo rmation 
Systems, Human Resouce Management Certificate, International Business Certificate,
Nursing RNto BSN, Secondary Teacher Education and
Social Work In formation Security and Intelligence 
(ESS) a nd Ho me land Sec urity: D g ita I Sec urity and 
forensics Certificate.

tvtw.ferh s.eofofeyfe aropt/s 
Online programs also awn'fafife

Ferris State 
University
COLLBG E OF PROFESS IONAL 
ANO TEC H NOLOG ICALSTUDIES
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I JEFF KOZISEK
Speciat to the Press

JazzNorth is a seven-piece little "big band" comprised of local, professional musicians that play 
classic swing, Latin, blues and ballads at various venues. The group met playing in the NMC jazz 
band and began performing as a septet under the name of JazzNorth in the winter of 2004-05.

JazzNorth has performed in Milliken Auditorium, The Elks Club, Friday Night Live, WNMC 
radio “Jazz from the Tradition” with Dave Walker at the InsideOut Gallery, multiple venues with the 
TC Film Festival and many swing dances in the tri-county area.

JazzNorth Band Member Steve Carey Arranger, Trombone:
Steve took up trumpet and choral singing in high school downstate, enjoying classical and jazz 

idioms. During college he performed with choirs, an opera company and instrumental ensembles. 
Post-college performing included playing trumpet in concert bands and jazz ensembles where he 
doubled on valve trombone. Steve moved with his family to Traverse City where he works as sail 
maker. Steve plays in a rock/soul band affiliated with Pathfinders School and Manitou Brass. He 
has produced several arrangements for JazzNorth and plays trombone in the group. Bill began play
ing trumpet in the school band programs, and has also played trumpet in the MSU Spartan Band. 
After starting up his transportation company in Traverse City, Bill joined the NMC Jazz Band and is 
a leader in the trumpet section. He performed with the Gary Carden Band and plays in the pit or
chestra of the Old Town Playhouse.

JazzNorth Band Member Dave Goodwin, Drums:
In high school Dave was the drummer for the State of Michigan Award Winning Northville 

High School Jazz Ensemble, the Detroit Metropolitan Area Directors Adult Jazz Ensemble and the 
percussionist for the wind ensemble. He studied marimba and timpani under Sal Rabio, Detroit 
Symphony Orchestra. Dave did studio
work in Detroit and toured with profes
sional acts in the U.S. and Canada. He 
moved to the Los Angeles area and studied 
with Dick Wilson, Drum Technique Guru 
and Karen Ervin-Pershing, concert ma- 
rimbist and composer. Dave is currently a 
teacher for TCAPS.

JazzNorth Band Member Jeff 
Kozisek, Alto and Tenor Saxophone:

Jeff grew up in the Mississippi Delta, 
home to many of the great blues and jazz
musicians. Through his local school band programs he developed a passion for big band jazz and 
swing music. At college he was a member of the R.O.T.C. Band, the university symphonic band and 
jazz big band. Fulfilling his military obligation in music, Jeff was a member of the 434th Army Band 
stationed in Ft. Gordon, Georgia, and the 4lst ARNG band in Jackson, Mississippi. He co-found- 
ed the Sentimental Swing, a dance band that played in the Memphis area. After a corporate move to 
Bowling Green, Kentucky, Jeff played in the Western Kentucky University Jazz Band and the Lost 
River Cave Big Band. Recently retired, Jeff currently plays with the NMC Concert Band.

JazzNorth Band Member Angelo Meli, Guitarist:
Born in Detroit, Angelo attended Michigan State University and the Berklee College of 

Music in Boston. His experience ranges from the folk club circuit in Detroit to rock n’ roll in 
Boston to Latin bands and studio work in Florida. In Michigan, Angelo has performed with 
back-up bands to the Drifters, the Coasters, the Platters and the Marvelletes. He is an active 
songwriter and performs with the blues band, the Corvairs. As the guitarist with the Neptune 
Quartet, Angelo was involved with the tune “The Great Thaw” commissioned by NMC as a 
fundraiser for the Waters Studies Institute.

JazzNorth Band Member A.J. Straw, Bass Guitar:
A.J. is a musician, artist, teacher and student in Traverse City. Having relocated here with his par

ents from Colorado, A.J. has been a member of the NMC jazz band since 2004. He received his as- 
. sociate degree from NMC and currently performs with Bo Bossa, Sol de Luna and Perpetual Never. 
The completion of his studies in music and visual communications is his primary objective. 

JazzNorth Band Member Norm Wheeler, Flugelhorn and Trumpet:
Norm play in the first ever session of Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp’s jazz band in 1966. He is the 

host of Beach Bard’s Bonfire, an open forum for storytellers, poets and musicians on Sleeping Bear 
Bay at the Leelanau School where he is a high school instructor. He is a member of the Turtlenecks ' 
and frequently performs with the folk band, New Third Coast. Norm has been a member of the 
trumpet section of the NMC jazz band for many years.

Press Photo/KAYLEIGH MARLIN

I

DOWN ECONOMY, MEET CAREER FAIR

Press Photo/STEPHANIE DERSCHEID

STUDENTS AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS GATHER on Wednes- 
day, February 25 in the Dennos Museum Center for the Career Fair 
hosted by NMC. Participating employers included AFLAC, Chase Bank, 
Michigan Works!, Munson Home Health Care, Sodexo Food Services 
and U.S. Army Recruiting—as well as some recruiters from NMC's spe
cialized occupational programs, such as Maritime, Nursing and Culi
nary. Even considering the state of the U.S. economy, optimists such as 
NMC Career and Employment Specialist Krisity McDonald remain hope
ful about future job prospects. "I would hope that people are optimistic 
and have hope," she said. "It's not going to be this way forever. When 
the economy turns around, it can open the doors."

^Nothing moves a>
i * l , resume to the top of

U..- r < s . '/
*fW f -f I ' ' re pile like a degree from

a top business college.
\ / \ /

"-’sr.

The Haworth College of Business is one of the nation's 
20 largest business programs. It is among just 25 percent 
of U.S. business schools accredited at both the graduate 
and undergraduate levels. The college also features the 
new Business Career Center where students land world- 
class internships and jobs. Grab the reins with great 
academics, great experiences and great careers. Learn 
more at www.wmich.edu/business.

One of the nation's top universities.
U.S. News & World Report

Western Michigan
University

Admissions: (269) 387-2000 • wmich.edu/admissions/transfer
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In Pentagon policy, a changing of the guard
For the first time since 1991, the public will see in photographs and video 

the flag-draped coffins of American war dead returning home

■
ALEXANDER LANE
Fresh Intelligence Bureau Chief

PART TWO OF A TWO-PART SERIES

Editor’s note: The following concludes a two-week inves
tigation. Part one appeared in the February 19 edition 
of Fresh Intelligence. On Thursday, Feb. 26, Defense Sec
retary Robert M. Gates announced that media coverage 
of returning soldiers remains would be allowed on a cof 
fin-by-coffin basis, provided that the families of the fallen 
agree.

DOVER, Del.—They fear a politicization that some 
say will come from such media exposure, a mass 
movement to turn their sons and daughters into sym
bols of American brutality and violence. They are 
simple folk, they say, many of them families whose 
military ties stretch back generations—fathers and 
mothers, sisters and brothers accustomed to life with 
the armed forces. They come from large cities, but 
more often small towns and rural areas centered 
around Army bases. They wish only to bury their 
kids, without the entire nation watching.

For these families, nothing will change. Under 
the new policy announced by Defense Secretary 
Gates on Thursday, no soldier’s body returning to 
Dover Air Force Base will be photographed or vid
eotaped without prior consent by the family of
that soldier. “I think that foremost in our think- ____
ing about issues like this should be the families and 
giving them choices,” Gates said at a Pentagon news con
ference. “We ought not presume to make that decision in 
their place.”

What remains to be seen is how divided that commu
nity really is. Activist groups like Military Families United 
expressed disappointment with the ban’s lifting while the 
anti-Iraq War organization VoteVets.org, which claims to

"I think that foremost in our think
ing about issues like this should be 
the families and giving them choic
es. We ought not presume to make 

that decision in their place."
—Defense Secretary Robert M. 

Gates

have 15,000 military family members, said it was pleased 
with the Pentagon’s decision. Among the general public,
67 percent of respondents in a CNN-Opinion Research 

Corp, poll conducted 
in mid-February sup
ported media cover
age for returning war 
remains. 31 percent 
were opposed.

But for all its con
troversy, the time 
seemed right to make 
the change. Speak
ing at the same news 
conference, Gates ex
plained that he was 
“never comfortable” 
with the ban, and a 
year ago had tried to 

have it changed. 
Meeting with 
heavy resistance 

from other mili
tary brass, Gates 
said he backed off. 
The Bush Admin
istration had sub
sequently renewed 
the policy for an
other year.

That all
changed with the swearing-in of Barack Obama. The old 
policy, like so many other Bush Administration stances, 
fell victim to a sweeping shift in the ideological spectrum. 
When Obama announced in early February that he and 
his top advisors would be “reviewing” the Pentagon’s ban, 
Gates used the opportunity to again recommend to his 

Defense colleagues that the ban should be 
overturned. Assisted by what he called a 
“compelling” Army memorandum that 
was circulated among E-Ring officers, 
Gates felt confident that he now had the 
support of a majority of the military com
munity.

When Gates announced that the media 
would once again be allowed at Dover to 
photograph war dead, he overturned rules 
that had been rigidly enforced for eighteen 
years. Not since President George H.W. 
Bush ordered American troops into the 
first Persian Gulf War had the public seen 
coffins returning home. In the absence 
of a visible “Dover test” for the public’s 
tolerance of conflict casualties, American 
troops had been sent into harm’s way in 
Somalia, Haiti, Bosnia, Kosovo, Afghani
stan, the Philippines, and Iraq.

THE FUTURE

For opponents of the Dover ban, its 
revocation may be a case of too little, too 
late. They argue that, should Americans be

allowed to view images of returning coffins being unload
ed from C-130 transport planes, public support for Iraq 
and Afghanistan would drop dramatically. The human el
ement, they say, is what’s been missing—a desensitizing 
force that has sapped emotion out of the way we view and 
see our role on the world stage.

Yet both Iraq and, increasingly, Afghanistan are unpop
ular wars already, and Obama pledged at the end of Feb
ruary to end combat operations in the former by August 
31, 2010. If he is to be believed—and there is significant 
reason to doubt that promise; not only is it impossible to 
tell what conditions on the ground will be like then, but 
already it represents a three-month extension on Obama’s 
Iraq deadline while running for president—then the pub
lic will have nineteen months in which to observe directly 
the return of the dead to Dover Air Force Base.

It is hard to imagine the quarter of the country still 
holding out in favor of the war being much moved by 
these images, nor the other three-quarters that much more 
aroused in their opposition. Perhaps if the rule change had 
occurred in 2005 or 2006, at the height of the carnage— 
but who is to say? Afghanistan, on the other end, is a 
more interesting case. The public remains quite evenly di
vided in their support of that conflict; a slight majority of 
respondents in most polls continue to support the seven- 
year-old war. And with Obama increasing troops there at 
the same time he is drawing down troops in Iraq, the stark 
visuals of Afghan war dead beamed into living room tele-

ABOVE: DOVER AIR FORCE BASE. Left: a 
soldier killed in Iraq is laid to rest in Arlington 

National Cemetery.

vision audiences across the country may very well serve an 
influence on public opinion in the coming months.

To every thing there is a season, and a time to every 
purpose. Now, as we fight two wars halfway across the 
world, our fallen soldiers will be brought home in the 
open for the first time. Now it is our time to recognize 
this change in purpose.

Allowing the media to photograph and videotape the 
returning remains of dead soldiers may sway public opin
ion, and many will use it as a political tool. It is important 
to remember, though, why the ban was originally over
turned: out of respect for the fallen soldiers and their fam
ilies. In disseminating their stories to a wider audience, we 
can attempt to do justice to the brief lives of these heroes, 
who defended our country to the death so it would re
main free and open, not cloaked in secrecy.

*
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