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We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may

Alternative energy has
Michigan seeing green
Lansing must "step up to the plate"

I

ABRAHAM MORRISON

Press Managing Editor

In her “State of the State” address, Governor Jenni
fer Granholm laid out ambitious goals for the state of
Michigan in the green energy sector. The big question
is how and where to start.
Jim Dulzo, the Managing Editor for the Michigan
Land Use Institute outlined what he considers the three
most important steps toward capitalizing Michigan’s
potential in wind power. Dulzo said the first priority is
to pass a statewide law on wind energy.
“A big part of our problem now is where are you
going to put them,” said Dulzo. “Each township has
their own laws. Some don’t have any laws.”
That greatly complicates the process of getting ap
proval to put up windmills.
“Essentially, a jurisdiction must adopt an ordinance
as part of the zoning code that allows for windmills,”
said Heather Seyfarth, a community planner for the
Land Information Access Association. “If a homeown
er wanted to install a windmill, it would have to be al
lowed for in the residential section or whatever zone
they lived in. “
Dulzo believes that the state government must step
in to streamline the process.
“Lansing needs to step up to the plate and get a
good zoning and citing ordinance going so that when a
company comes in to put a wind turbine in, they don’t
have to fight the same fight because of different set of
rules,” said Dulzo.
The next step Dulzo listed was a substantial in
vestment in alternative energy. The federal stimulus
package has roughly $50 billion allotted to alternative
energy development. A portion of that amount will be
sent to Michigan. Lansing is expecting $7 million for
wind turbine deployment and $2 million for solar en
ergy department. Overall, Granholm said the legisla
tion would create more than 100,000 jobs according
for the state.
The last thing Dulzo said was necessary for Michi
gan reap the benefits of alternative energy is communi
ty support.

NEANDERTHAL'S
GENOME SHEDS LIGHT P5

“This will take some work from interested citizens
to make it work,” said Dulzo.
One way he said that support could be raised is by
instituting a renewable energy payments. In layman’s
terms, that means if someone puts a solar panel up
onto the roof of their house, the utility company has to
pay for the electricity they generate.
“What it allows people to basically do is get into
the green energy business on their own,” said Dulzo.
“It’s aimed at allowing people to make a profit by
doing it, not just saving on their bills.”
Dulzo said that the transition to green energy in
Germany has been extraordinarily successful, and the
statistics back him up.
Between 2004 and 2007, employment in the re
newable energy sector rose 50 percent to a total of
249,300 jobs. If the United States matched those
numbers per capita, there would be one million jobs
in renewable energy alone.
Germany’s renewable energy industry, which in
cludes wind, solar and biomass power, provided jobs
for 249,300 people in 2007, a 50 percent jump from
2004. On a per capita basis, that is comparable with
creating one million U.S. jobs. The German govern
ment is expecting those numbers to continue to rise,
reaching 400,000 by the year 2020.
Unfortunately, energy efficiency means lower rev
enues for utility companies because consumers will
be purchasing less electricity. Dulzo said that Gover
nor Granholm can help smooth the transition without
even going to legislature by using the Michigan Public
Service Commission to decouple rates.
The Wall Street Journal defined decoupling like
this: “Utilities start programs to promote efficiency,
such as helping consumers upgrade to more efficient
appliances. States let the utilities make up some of the
lost revenue if consumers use less power.”
Instead of making a profit from selling a certain
number of amount of power, they will be paid to pro
vide a service to the market.
“In a normal business model, they’re selling less
electrons, so less money,” said Dulzo. “In the new
model, however much money we spend, we’re guaran

-

teed a 10 percent profit margin.”
Dulzo predicts that if the alternative energy industry
in Michigan grows, employment will follow suit.
With a stalled economy and skyrocketing unemploy
ment, that’s exactly what Michigan needs right now.
“It’s going to put a hell of a lot of people to work,”
said Dulzo.
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NMC projects up for funding
College officials have proposed four projects for federal stimulus funding, should it
become available. The projects, totalling an approximate $28 million, include:
-safety infrastructure developments pertaining to key systems, identification systems
and monitoring cameras;
-energy infrastructure developments incorporating energy-efficient and conservation
upgrades to five existing campus buildings;
-a transit hub, introducing four eco-friendly buses to the area for shuttling students
between campuses; and
-an eco-learning center, renovating West Hall into a one-stop shop for student life
and recreation.
The project proposes West Hall be converted in to a Platinum Level Building, includ
ing wind and solar energy, geo-thermal walls and labs for energy classes.
Updates will follow as more information becomes available.

NMC seeks Outstanding Alumnus nominations
NMC is calling on the community to for nominations for the 2009 NMC Outstand
ing Alumnus Award. This award was established in 1988 to recognize NMC alumni who
are noteworthy for one or more of the following:
- Continued donation of time, talent, resources and enthusiasm on behalf of the
college
- Significant professional achievements
- Exemplary leadership in community and professional activities
Nomination forms are available online at www.nmc.edu/alumni and are due by Fri
day, Feb. 27. In March, a committee of alumni representatives will review the nomina
tions and make a final recommendation to NMC President Tim Nelson in early April.
The award recipient will officially be introduced at NMC s commencement ceremony,
scheduled for Saturday, May 2, 2009. A recognition dinner will be held in June.
Last year’s Outstanding Alumnus award was presented to McMillen, a local business
owner. Other past winners include local photographer and Traverse City Film Festival
co-founder John Robert Williams (2007), State Senator Jason Allen (2003) and Walter J.
Hooper (1999), who is the immediate past chair of the NMC Board of Trustees.

NMC STUDENTS IN WEST HALL enjoy a self-proclaimed "danger

ous" game of "Bomb" at the pool table. A mix between the games
Horse and pool, Bomb is played with five or more players, where the
object is to hit the four-ball into a pocket on the table with the Q-ball.
Samantha Byndas, a student here at NMC, says, "It's a gentlemen's
game; we vote on new rules as we go, like a democracy." The rules
seem to range from practical to unnecesary to ridiculous. The game is
played all over Michigan campuses, originating in Holland.
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NMC hosts career
fair-even in a
down economy

■
■

ALLISON PETERS

Press Editor-in-Chief
WHITNEY DUQUE

Press Staff Writer

Who is hiring in a down economy?
According to NMC Career and Employment Specialist Kristy
McDonald, this should not be career-seeking peoples primary
concern.
“I would hope that people are optimistic and have hope. It’s not
going to be this way forever. When the economy turns around, it can
open the doors.”
On Wednesday, February 25, NMC will be hosting a career fair
from 2:30-4:30 p.m. at the Dennos Museum Center.
The focus should not be on a getting a paying job, but on the
opportunities that a career fair can provide, according to McDonald.
These opportunities include students’ evaluation of themselves and how
they present themselves and their talents.
“Any opportunity in which you need to force yourself to look at
how you’re presenting yourself, how you’re communicating yourself
and how you’re displaying your talent is a great step in job research,”
said McDonald, “whether it lands you in a job or not.”
The career fair will host more than 55 employers and
representatives from the surrounding area from such diverse fields as
banking and financial services, utilities, insurance, retail, food service
and hospitality, non-profit organizations and the military.
Included in these employers are AFLAC, Chase Bank, Michigan
Works!, Munson Home Health Care, Sodexo and U.S. Army
Recruiting.
There will also be recruiters for some of NMC’s specialized
occupational programs such as the maritime, nursing and
culinary programs.
Students will have the chance to submit resumes, talk with
different employers or get information about the companies.
However, the focus should not be solely on landing a job, but on
making connections and presenting one’s talent to the working
world, according to McDonald.
“You’ve got your resume; you’ve dressed up. If [you] didn’t find
a job, at least [you] made a connection or it motivated [you]. We
need to know how to communicate our talent and passion,” said
McDonald. “If we have talent and passion, then we’re going to make
that connection with a job.”
Some companies will be at career fair just to network or to
have communications, and some are there to present internship
opportunities that could possibly turn into a job later, said
McDonald.
The career fair could also be a great way for people interested in
pursuing a different profession to get started. For those interested in
pursuing a career that is not doing so well in this economy, the career
fair is the place to boost your spirits.
“I would hate to see people who are so passionate about writing
think, ‘Gee, writing isn’t making it in this economy,”’ McDonald
said. “It’s a changing economy. I think that passion and uniquenes
will take you far.”

Maritime Academy Open House
■ JIM MCCORMICK

■ Press Staff Writer
Few people will ever get the chance to feel the
exhilaration of maneuvering a 1,500-foot Great
Fakes freighter into a port.
Last Saturday, however, at an open house for the
NMC Maritime Academy, a few lucky people got to
do just that, even if it was in only in a simulator room.
“That is what brought us back this year,” said
Andrea Frost, a returning visitor. “It was a lot of fun.”
Andrea and Jack Frost have not been to the
open house in almost 10 years, but the curiosity of
the updated technology brought them back.
“I have always been interested in the maritime
stuff,” said Jack Frost, a former coal passer on a
Great Lakes freighter. “We have been on several
freighter trips around the world, and I always end
up in the engine room.”
He is quick to point out the technology in the
engine room of yesteryear, and how it is much
different from today.
The open house has been a regular occurrence
since the beginning of the maritime program itself,
and the event is hosted at least twice a year. The
purpose behind the event is to let the public know
what they have—right in their own backyard.
“The industry is not well known, and the
opportunities that are there are not well known,”
said Director of Admissions John Berck. “A lot of
our effort is education.”
In recent Maritime news, NMC voted back
in September to raise tuition at the Maritime
Academy to $318 per credit hour—an increase of
57 percent—to help pay for new rules requiring
NMC students to spend three times as long on the
water. With that vote, the Board allotted $272,000
in NMC Foundation monies to offset the increased
costs to be borne by currently enrolled maritime
students. College officials now are still working out
the funding model.
Last summer the Maritime Academy hired
a new Admissions Specialist, Jen Murphy; this
January, Tim Nelson reported to the Board of
Trustees that recruiting target goals for Maritime
have been met and are on track.
The open house is also used as a recruiting
tool—to let young people know what the field has

to offer, which isn’t always sunny and 85 degrees.
“There are days where it is rock’n and roll’n out
there. We are not going to Hollywood it up for
them,” said Murphy.
Visitors of the open house could also gain
insight into all aspects of the shipping industry,
with GLMA instructors available to answer
questions, and students available to give
demonstrations of the equipment and answer
questions about the college itself.
The goal of the Academy is to prepare future
merchant marines for the challenges of all types
of ships. The classes range from seamanship and
navigation to piloting, and students will spend
three years at sea aboard commercial vessels.
Maritime Academy officials say that graduates will
also enjoy 100 percent employment.
But it’s not easy to initially get into the program,
and it’s even more difficult to graduate.
“It’s a very demanding program,” said Berck.
“The program may be the most demanding thing
these students ever do.”
The final rewards, however, are worth the hard
work, according to Cadet Katrina Waltin.
“You don’t have to worry about looking for a job
after graduation,” said Waltin, “and if you like to
travel, that’s a good thing.”
The program may offer an exciting career—
and a surprisingly
thrilling starting
salary of about
$10,000 each
month—but
life on the
open water
comes with its
drawbacks.
“If you
want a family
life,” warned
Waltin, “you
might want to
reconsider your
decision.”

*
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National humane societies
facing an uncertain future

Compiled by ALLISON PETERS Press Editor-in-Chief

First woman to swim the Atlantic
Jennifer Figge, 56, left the Cape Verde Islands off of Africa’s western
coast on Jan. 12 to become the first woman to swim across the
Atlantic Ocean. She’d had the dream since the early 1960s, when a

turbulent trans-Atlantic flight gave her the idea that she could put

on a life vest and swim to shore if needed. Battling strong winds and
waves up to 30 feet high, Figge finally reached a beach in Trinidad’s
Chacachacare Island, an abandoned leper colony in the Caribbean,
at 5:20pm on Thursday, Feb. 5. Figge is continuing her odyssey

already, with plans to swim from Trinidad to the British Virgin
Islands, where she expects to arrive late this month.

Dad at 13
According to The Sun, a British Tabloid, U.K. schoolboy Alfie
Patten, 13, became a father when his girlfriend Chantelle, now
15, gave birth to a baby girl earlier this month. Only four feet tall
and baby-faced himself, the boy was just 12 years old when he
impregnated then 14-year-old Chantelle. Although the country
is still far below the United States’ teen pregnancy rate—which
registers 44 births for every 1,000 women aged 15-19—Britain has
one of the highest teen pregnancy rates in Europe, with 27 births
per 1,000 women aged 15-19, according to a report published
by Population Action International. When asked by a British
interviewer what he would do to support the child financially, Alfie
asked in a small, high-pitched voice: “What’s financially?”

Space crash catastrophe
Two satellites collided on Tuesday, Feb. 10, generating an estimated
tens of thousands of individual pieces of debris and “space junk”
that could circle the Earth and threaten other satellites for the next
10,000 years, according to experts. The two satellites—a derelict
Russian military satellite and a working U.S. Iridium commercial
satellite—crashed in what is known as the busiest part of near-Earth
space, some 500 miles above the Earth’s surface. In Moscow, one
called the crash “a catastrophic event” that he hoped would initiate
talk from the new U.S. administration on the issue of debris in
space.

■

ALEX BRAND

PRESS STAFF WRITER

The Cherryland Humane Society is a nonprofit organi
zation that has been working with the Grand Traverse area
for over 50 years to find suitable homes for unwanted and
abandoned pets.
Yet the humane society goes far beyond just housing
animals; it offers com
munity outreach pro
grams to encourage the
humane and ethical
treatment and care of
animals. As a non-prof
it organization, the hu
mane society depends
on the good will of the
people, accepting do
nations of a variety of
pet supplies, volunteer
time and monetary do
nations.
With our country
stuck in a financial rut
from east coast to west
coast (Michigan: no ex
ception), the Cherryland Humane Society is seeing chang
es in the shelter.
According to Mike Cherry, the executive director of the
humane society, there has been an increase in the number
of puppies left at the shelter this winter.
“It is unusual for this time,” said Cherry. “Usually we

9/11 widow among victims of deadly
NY plane crash
Beverly Eckert lost her husband on Sept. 11, 2001 and decided
from then on to put her never-ending grief to good use in attempts
to make the country safer. Just earlier this month, Eckert met with
President Obama to discuss how the new administration would
handle terror suspects. Eckert was on her way to her hometown to
mark her late husband’s birthday when the tragic irony occurred:
her plane—Continental Flight 3407—crashed on top of a house
near Buffalo, killing her, all of the other passengers on board and the
resident of the home that was destroyed in the crash.

New research station in Antarctica:
carbon-free
The Princess Elisabeth Station opened in East Antarctica as the
world’s first zero-emission polar research station. Scientists have
welcomed the base as proof that alternative energy is feasible—even
in the coldest of conditions. Using wind turbines and solar panels
on its roof for its energy needs, the 'station is inspiring its pioneer
scientists of Belgium and enthusiasts around the world to refute the
idea that wind and solar power in Antarctica-r—a region mostly vast
and icy—is not reliable.

don’t see this many puppies until the spring, usually not
until April or May.”
The humane society, at maximum capacity, can house
around 30 dogs and 60 cats. Walking along the dog run, a
visitor can expect to be greeted by barks of excitement—
and the competition for
your attention begins.
You will also notice
that the dog run is al
most full, with multiple
puppies in some of the
runs. With a constant
flow of animals in and
out of the shelter, it is
somewhat shocking that
the need for homes is so
high with the amount
of adoptions the shelter
has every day.
The humane society
staff is not large, conPress Photo/ALEX BRAND sisting of just a handful
of devoted individuals;
but the work they do there goes above and beyond the call
of duty.
According to the Humane Society of the United States’
website, out of 74.8 million dogs in the U.S., 10 percent of
them were adopted from an animal shelter, while 18 per
cent of 88.3 million cats were adopted from a shelter.
With the decline in discretion
ary spending, it looks like these
percentages may take a drastic
change.
When discussing the question
of whether or not the humane
society was seeing a change in do
nations, Cherry said, “We had a
really strong Christmas season.
But with pay cuts and layoffs,
who knows what is in the future.”
With the current financial
state of affairs, humane societies
across the nation may see an in
crease in animals with a decrease
in donations, which does not bal
ance out well. The future is un
certain, but with the donations of
time and money from the people,
U.S. humane societies can con
tinue to serve the people.
If you are interested in learn
ing more about the Cherryland
Humane Society or the animals
available, check out their website
at www.cherrylandhumane.org.

*
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SCIENTISTS WORK AT THE EL SIDRON (SPAIN) EXCAVATION SITE. Neanderthals became extinct about 30,000 years ago, but scientists hope that
the genome will shed new light on the murky origins of humans.

Scientists complete partial draft
of Neanderthal’s genome
I

ROBERTS. BOYD

McClatchy Newspapers (MCT)

WASHINGTON - It was an unfortunate accident, but a
lucky break for modern science.
,
About 38,000 years ago, a Neanderthal man living in what’s
now Croatia broke his left arm, forcing him to use his other arm
for most tasks. That increased the mass and density of the bone
in the upper right arm, and preserved his DNA for researchers using a dentist’s drill - to recover many millennia later.
With that bit of material, along with scraps of DNA collected
from half a dozen other Neanderthal fossils, scientists have now
completed a rough partial draft of the genome of humans’ pre
historic cousins.
The Neanderthals lived for hundreds of thousands of years
in Europe and western Asia, but went extinct about 30,000

THE BONE FRAGMENT from Vi80 33.16 from
which a large amount of the genome sequence was
generated was excavated in 1980 from the Vindija
Cave (Croatia).

years ago. They were replaced by Cro-Magnons, the ancestors
of modern humans.
Svante Paabo, a geneticist at the Max Planck Institute for
Evolutionary Anthropology in Leipzig, Germany, and his team
of researchers announced their achievement Thursday, on the
200th anniversary of the birth of Charles Darwin.
“We really need to compare ourselves with our closest rela
tives,” Paabo said. “They’re not very different from us.”
By contrasting the two genomes, scientists hope to discover
“what makes humans human, and what makes modern humans
the way they are?”
The goal is a “catalog of all the differences between the
human and Neanderthal genome,” Paabo said. “For the vast ma
jority, human DNA looks like Neanderthal DNA.”
Despite the similarity, Paabo ruled out any attempt to use
the genome to bring a Neanderthal back to life.
“We won’t be able to recreate a Neanderthal from DNA even
if we wanted to,” he said. “It is and will remain impossible.”
The Neanderthal DNA, however, could shed light on how
early humans increased their brain power and developed the
ability to use language. The two species share a variant of a
common gene, FOXP2, that plays a role in the ability to speak.
“We cannot say from this they could speak,” Paabo said. “We
can just say there is no reason to assume they couldn’t speak.”
Humans and Neanderthals shared a common ancestor
about 830,000 years ago, according to Paabo. The two lines
gradually diverged until truly modern humans, Homo sapi
ens, arose about and 200,000 years ago.
“Neanderthals were a separate branch of humanity, our clos
est relatives,” said Henry Harpending, an anthropologist at the
University of Utah, who was not part of Paabo’s team. “I call
them human.”

Neanderthals and humans
Anthropologists annouced they have created a complete Neanderthal
genome using ancient DNA samples. Neanderthals, the closest ancestor
to modem humans, became extinct over 30,000 years ago.

How they compare to us
Fossil evidence suggests that Neanderthals
were muscular, with broad shoulders
and strong limbs

Neanderthal

(Homo neanderthalensis)
Lower, larger skull
Larger browridge

Modern
human
(Homo
sapiens)

Larger shoulder joint

Larger, broader
rib cage

Larger elbow joint
Shorter forearm
Larger hip joint

Larger, thicker
knee ........ .....

© 2009 MCT
Source:
Eneyclopaedia
Britannica.
American
Museum of
Natural History,
BBC Channel 4
Graphic
Pat Carr,
Lee Hufteng

Shorter, more
flattened lower
leg bone------- -
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Student leaders should
prepare to defend
higher education
Leaders of Michigan’s community colleges breathed a collective
sigh of relief last week when their institutions were spared budget
cuts in the 2010 budget.
Governor Granholm’s budget proposal for higher education will
cut three percent from Michigan’s 15 state universities and $59 perpupil to local school districts. But on the next page of her proposal,
she asks colleges to freeze
their tuition rates in light
of “difficult econom
THE ISSUE:
ic times” for students and
Students are the ones paying the price for families.
Lansing's higher education budget cuts
Something doesn’t com
pute.
Aside from the apparent
OUR VIEW:
contradiction
at work, a bit
We need to come together to protect
of
historical
analysis
shows
our intrests
something more troubling
at work. Instead of mak
ing responsible appropria
tions, Michigan has, over the years, shifted more of the cost of higher
education from the state to students.
In 2001-02, the state contributed 36 percent of NMC’s total rev
enues, while tuition made up 31 percent. Put this side-by-side with
the 2008-09 numbers, and the change is glaring: this year, state aid
was only 24 percent, yet tuition was 46 percent of total revenues.
This is not an index of irresponsible spending by the college; it re
flects a decrease in Lansing’s contribution.
Adjusting funding totals for inflation with data from the U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics makes the situation even more alarm
ing. NMC will receive $8,757,200 in state funds for the 2009 fis
cal year. If state funding kept up with inflation, NMC would get
$11,307,343. Students and their families will have to pay higher tu
ition to bridge this gap.
NMC can soften this blow because of a Foundation that is ranked
nationally year after year, but no matter how the numbers get sliced,
they demonstrate the gutting of higher education funding during the
last seven years.
In calling for a tuition freeze, the governor is shifting responsibil
ity for the state government’s failures to colleges and universities—
which have no choice other than to raise tuition.
Politicians pay lip service to the importance of education in pre
paring Michigan to compete in the future, but the numbers don’t
lie—and we’re paying for it.
So, student government leaders around the state, what are you
going to do about this? Christopher Smith, NMC SGA president,
what are you and your board of officers going to do about this?
The White Pine Press is calling you out; here is your chance to
make a real difference in student government.
We need to pass resolutions, circulate petitions and apply pressure
on lawmakers. Most of all, we need to coordinate our activities and
work together. If 20,000 students from all over Michigan march on
Lansing, lawmakers might wake up and stop cutting education fund
ing first whenever the budget is in trouble.
After so many years of hearing politicians talk about the value of edu
cation, it is time for them to put the money where their mouths are.
We as students should organize as a community and defend out
interests.

WPP EDITORIAL BOARD

lneK CHtoRftes

is twite
Ktoutie. RfiBiteTHe s»o
wuon (&ftR his pwmtw.
w&mv, «wtw m
ww os me csiws of
wumtiy.
me 9-11 WfNG-

UiC. 6fff How Of
W ftfmiWL
ms TO 61D& w

6oo& iM Be SWN A&VT

eWortce-hl
(\ WHite
e.w. lulu
shoo yp no
A W HAT.

gusri/c«efiey

mewrcmfuM:
goc>'<s

6V feKL flowfis) tw vC

to The caurtc M W
[y&W‘s SWJ&t Mite.
sTOfVdD

ground

Tfe sfax, Resell Ale
Wo pesTfWM

Tse

totes of A WM6 gme no THe- §

sot tfWsmewTHu
Aue iiOoHcaw,Tte
INTHeJW.

|

Wa) $
®

efisiLV ine most expensive
we. in me ue-gegjzy.

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts let
ters to the editor from members of the col
lege and community. Letters should be less
than 400 words, typewritten, and signed
with your name, address and phone number.
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar,
spelling and length. Opinions expressed are
not necessarily those of The White Pine
Press staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to: .
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686
BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com
BY FAX: (231)995-2110
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What is the strangest thing you've seen on campus?
"Dagorhor."

"I saw a purple
sheepdog."

HEATHER MORK, 20

MATT MONLEY, 18

Theatre

Culinary

"Travis Dunaitis in
the top of a tree,
cawing like a bird."
JEB BAILEY, 25
Aviation

"Ca-caw!"
TRAVIS DUNAITIS, 20
Art

CHRIS MARSHALL, 19
Mortuary Science

50UnD BYTES
"We have begun the essential work of keeping the Amer
ican dream alive in our time." PRESIDENT BARACK

OBAMA, after signing Tuesday the $787 billion Ameri
can Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 in Denver,
Colo. The bill, composed of about two-thirds government
spending and one-third tax cuts, is intended to combat
the worst economic crisis in the United States since the
Great Depression. Source: The Washington Post
"Nobody believes it's going to get better yet. Do you see
that light at the end of the tunnel? Any kind of light? Right
now, it's not there yet." HOWARD SILVERBLATT, se

nior index analyst at Standard & Poor's, after the Dow
dropped 297.81 points or 3.8% to settle at 7,552.29
points at closing Tuesday. The big drop, coming on top of
General Motors' announcement that it would seek $12
billion more than originally planned in government loans
to avoid imminent bankruptcy, highlighted the markets'
.continuing uncertainty that the stimulus package will be a
success. Source: The New York Times
"It's fitting that for the 200th birthday of Abraham Lin
coln that he remains at the top of these presidential rank
ings." DOUGLAS BRINKLEY, Rice University professor

and presidential historian, commenting on the release of
C-SPAN's second list of presidential rankings, in time for
Presidents Day. The survey of 65 scholars ranked George
Washington 2nd and Franklin Delano Roosevelt 3rd. Bill
Clinton moved from no. 21 to no. 15 in the latest survey,
while George W. Bush entered at no. 36, ahead of only
six others. James Buchanan, who served immediately be
fore Lincoln and failed to prevent the beginnings of the
Civil War, remained in last place. Source: CNN
"Joaquin, I'm sorry you couldn't be here tonight." DAVID

LETTERMAN, late night television personality, wrapping up a
bizarre interview with actor Joaquin Phoenix on Wednesday.
Phoenix, who appeared with a full beard and dark sunglass
es, chewed gum throughout the rambling, half-incoherent
interview, which consisted mostly of mumbling one-word
answers to Letterman's questions. Supposedly there to pro
mote both his retirement from film and nascent hip-hop ca
reer,- speculation abounded in the media over whether the
appearance was a hoax, fueled by drugs, or just plain weird.
Source: The Baltimore Sun

"It's actually what I haven't
seen: No left-hand turn
light at Front Street and
College Drive!"

"Two people eating
regurgitated food in
the cafeteria!"
JACOB BAILEY, 22
English

"Squirrel
chasers."
ERIK BASSET, 19,
Psychology

War criminals
I

LAURA EARLE

Press Staff Writer

is an actual war criminal, putting people like Mun
yakazi on national television for our own entertain
ment distorts the truth of the matter — we do not
have enough evidence to tell whether or not he was
guilty. If it were not for NBC news, perhaps Mu
nyakazi would still be earning a living teaching at
Goucher today? Unfortunately, judging by the suc
cess of their previous “To Catch a Predator” series,
NBC knows how many of us enjoy seeing “bad
guys” get busted and will stop at nothing to give us
exactly that — anything to remain one of the coun
try’s most viewed TV networks.
Journalists do indeed have the right to report on
society’s “bad guys,” but they should format their
stories in the same informative, objective style as
the daily news does. With matters as serious as
sex and war crimes, viewers deserve the entire, un
altered truth. Exaggeration and dramatization is
unacceptable - we’re talking about murderers and
rapists, not kids getting busted for smoking weed
or midgets running from the police. Please, save the
drama for “Cops.”

Adults fighting like young children, midgets
climbing up streetlights in order to escape the po
lice. . .if you have a relatively immature sense of
humor and are in need of a few good laughs, real
ity television never fails to disappoint. Reality TV
shows, such as “Big Brother” and “Cops”, entertain
society with its own stupidity. These programs may
not be the most tasteful of the lot; nevertheless,
they are appreciated by the many people who feel
they need a dose of mindless entertainment now
and then. However, even mindless entertainment
has its limits - some matters are just too serious in
reality to be portrayed on television solely for enter
tainment purposes.
NBC news has crossed the line in its new “To
Catch a Predator” series. Once again, NBC is collabo
rating with the law to hunt down the bad guys (and
catch them on camera in the process). Only this time,
rather than pursuing sex offenders, they are after a
more frightening variety: war criminals.
Two months ago, a group of NBC
news journalists accused Leopold Munyakazi, a-professor at Maryland’s Gouch
er College, of taking part in the 1994
genocide in Rwanda, his native coun
try. Munyakazi denied participation of
any sort. NBC then informed Gouchers
president of Munyakazi’s alleged crimes
and showed the college’s communica
tions director a video of a person accus
ing the professor of said crimes. Even
though this video is the only evidence
supporting the accusations against him,
Munyakazi has been suspended from
SEYSS INQUART
teaching since December.
ARTHUR
Whether or not the person involved

SEYSS JNQUART
ARTHUR
*
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Ballet is hard and takes years of training
T-Rex!
to suggest that you could barge
onstage during swan Lake and just join in
is actually kind of offensive to ballet
dancers

I bet that I could be an
amazing ballet dancer.
In fact... yes.
wait.

OKAY, GOT IK BLOOP
OFFTHEUAUS.

oh, I know! That's not
what I meant.
X meant,
"I bet that, had i spent
YEARS TRAINING, I COUld
be an amazing ballet
dancer".

My true meaning was, 'I bet that,
had I the body type, circumstances
inclination, talent and training,
could be an amazing ballet dancer.
course

AhWel1I guess
•»
that would
Wk, '3' indeed be
\ the case.

i finished
the floor.

MEANWHILE, IN THE UNIVERSE
WHERE T-REX IS A BALLET
DANCER!

/ - '***>

Yep!

■

;
V

well, “1“ bet
that I could
be an amazing
urn, guy who
walks around
and talks
shit up?

>»•,«. qwantz, com-

(C) 200? Ryan North

But. I grew a
it makes me so

Comics, clockwise from left:
a softer world • e. home & j. comeau
Dinosaur Comics • Ryan North
XKCD • Randall Munroe
e home and j comeau

All comics are copyright their respective creators.

asofterworld.cofT,

nation s
universities.
U.S. News & World Report

J
Not only is Western Michigan University highly rated by those keeping score,
but we work with your Northwestern Michigan College advisots to ensure

you get more of the credits you've earned. Western is distinguished by an

• Nationally recognized programs ranging from
engineering management and geosciences to
jazz studies and advertising

engaged faculty with a number of experts who arc loaders in their fields.

• Second highest number of undergraduate programs
for any Michigan university

I hey are all about providing real-world experience -and keeping you and

• Scholarships and special housing available
for transfer students

your degree on schedule. Add to that over 230 degrees and some ol the highest

ranked programs in the nation, and you can be assured this is the place you
want to bo loday

and the school you want to graduate from tomonow

Western Michigan
Univi rsiiy
Admissions: (?09) 3HZ 7000 * vvmiUi.irilii/ndinissiniis/tiuiiMf!!
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Supermarket
Guru offers
tips to stretch
your budget
and still
put food
on the table

or many families, grocery shopping is not just
a monotonous weekly ritual — it’s increasingly
painful, thanks to rising food prices and die souring
economy.
But shoppers also have never had more options.
Think about it: From Walgreens to Super Target, eth
nic groceries to farmers markets, food is everywhere.
Those willing to invest extra time and effort —
and break out of habits they’ve had for years:—
can rind bargains, experts say.
“You have to break down the barriers to what you
think,” says Phil Lempert, a consumer trend-watcher
and food-marketing expert known as the
Supermarket Guru. That means buying items in
unexpected places, such as cheap milk in drugstores.
An increasing number of families are changing
their ways, Lempert: adds. He gets more than 6,000
BY JOAN OBRA
e-mails every week from shoppers looking to cut
their grocery' bills. Here are some of his tips, as
McClatchy Newspapers
well as others from chefs and retailers; With their
advice and a little research, you’ll keep more
miss if you don’t pay attention:
money in your wallet.

F

PLAN AHEAD
‘The most important thing to do is have a shop
ping list and stick to it” to avoid wasting money on
impulse buys, Lempert says. The list includes food for
meals youTI prepare, as well as staples. Using a list
prevents you from wasting money on impulse buys.
Choose meals that use what's already in your
kitchen, as well as ones with similar ingredient lists, so
you eat that whole bunch of cilantro before it spoils.
Also consider budget-friendly recipes. Examples
include $2-per-serving recipes at pamperedchef.
com, and the federal government’s collection of sim
ilarly priced recipes at recipefinder.naLusda.gov.
After making a list, check the kitchen.
‘“Lots of people put stuff on theft shopping list
and rind out later that they have it in the freezer or
cupboard already,” Lempert says.
Then research groceries as you would a new
computer. Using the Internet, newspaper advertise
ments and a telephone, shoppers can .compare deals
at supermarkets, drugstores, bulk and discount
retailers, and other shops.
“You’ve got to read the ads,” says Tim
Pashayan, co-owner of Hi-Life Catering &
Banquets in Kingsburg, Calif.
Trips to these stores won't even require extra
gasoline— if you choose retailers that tire part of
your normal routine.
‘Instead of going to one store, you’re going to
go to two or three stores,” Lempert says.
And don’t forget coupons.
Lempert even has a suggestion for shoppers who
don’t have time to clip coupons. “Put the kids in
charge? he says. “Give them a percentage of what
they save as their allowance or part of their
allowance.”

LOOK FOR DEALS
After you've made a grocery list and researched,
the week’s sales at different stores, it’s time to shop.
To get the best quality and value, treat food shop
ping like an adventure and not a chore. Lempert
advises going food shopping several times a week.
“When you go shopping for two to three meals,
you're focused? he says, pointing out that cramming
enough food for a week (or more) into one shopping
trip can require rushing through stores. As a result,
shoppers might not check for healthy ingredients, com
pare per-unit prices or discover all the deals — espe
cially if they’re in a store they haven’t explored before.
Yes, this approach takes more time than filling
up the SUV at a Super Wal-Mart once a month. But
it’s also more pleasant, Lempert says.
“In the past 10 to 15 years, we've taken the
enjoyment out of shopping for food,” lie says.
“Food should be enjoyment. It's more than just fill
ing our bellies.”
Here are some examples of what you might

i

■ Check discount grocers for specialty and
organic food.

For example, the Grocery Outlet, a western dis
count chain, which started in die mid-1940s as a
canned-food retailer, now carries discounted Kashi
cereals, spices from Crate & Barrel and Horizon
organic butter.
If you see something you like at a discount
retailer, buy ft quickly.
The selection changes all the time, says Blain
Dorn, owner of the Grocery Outlet in Fresno, Calif.
That’s because the stores sell discontinued items,
production overruns, food with label changes and
test market products.
Some customers come in to hunt for unusual items,
such as die Siljans Traditional Whole Rye Swedish crisp
bread, which sold out quickly, Dorn says. Others come
in for the perennially low prices, such as $1.99 for four
pounds of bananas. (Compare this price to the 80 cents
a pound at some markets during a recent week.)
Lempert sees stores such as the Grocery Outlet
as places to “save money and have some fun” while
hunting for treasures. But check the expiration
dates, he says — some products may need to be
consumed quickly.

■ For organic produce, try the farmers mar
kets. Double-check with fanners to be sure their
fruits and vegetables are certified organic, and ask
them whether they have deals. Some farms sell blem
ished organic fruits and vegetables at a deeply dis
counted rate. Look for the “ugly” sign, and choose
items that don’t require you to cut off Urge pieces.
And compare prices with those at stores, “just:
because it’s a farmers market doesn’t mean it’s less
expensive? Lempert says.

■ Ethnic stores and butcher shops are
great sources for low-cost meats, seafood,
eggs and specialty items.
“They don’t advertise them/but they have killer
deals? Pashayan says. “If you're a vegetarian, you
have to go — otherwise you’re missing out.”
Unfortunately, some folks feel nervous about
shopping in these stores. Pashayan puts it bluntly:
“White people are turned off. They're afraid.”
Get over that discomfort and a world of deals
and unusual foods opens up to you.
Lempert also likes independent grocers and butch
er shops, as long as they meet certain standards.
“Talk to these people and ask questions? he
says. “Say, ‘When do you get your seafood and
meat, and where does it come from?”'
Check expiration dates and the cleanliness of the
meat and seafood cases, and be sure that different
types of meat and seafood are kept separate from
each other.
And check the origin of the products. Given
China’s recent problems with melamine-tainted
eggs, milk and candy, some shoppers may tie wary
of Chinese products.

■ For higher-end meats, Costco is the place
to go — if you have some butchering skills.
Shoppers get the best value by choosing bulk
pieces and cutting it up themselves, says Wendy
Carroll, the personal, chef behind Seasoned to Taste
in Fresno, Calif. For example, she buys the short
end of beef tenderloin and slices it herself. It’s a
much cheaper way to get filet inignon, she says.

■ Even high-end stores are pushing the bar
gains, Some Whole Foods Markets are offering
value tours for their shoppers, teaching them to look
for its private label, the 365 Everyday Value brand.
Guides point out the “great buy” sales, which
match the lowest price or are priced lower than any
of Whole Foods’ competitors. They give out copies
of “The Whole Deal? a booklet with coupons and
low-cost recipes using items sold in the store. Also,
check out the Whole Deal section of Whole Foods’
Web site at www.whoiefoodsmarket.com/ prod-

Lfcts/wholedeai/lndex.php

SHOP STRATEGICALLY
By now, it should be clear that you can rind
deals on groceries just about anywhere. But rinding
a good store is just one step. How you shop there
also matters.
To take advantage of all the sales in a store,
“you want to make sure that you’re signed up for
the store’s frequent shopper program? Lempert
says. Also bring a notebook and write down perunit prices for your staple foods at a variety of
stores. Be sure to bring a calculator to stores such
as Costco and Sam’s Club.
“Very often, warehouse clubs do not have unit
pricing? Lempert says. “And it’s not the same size
that you’re used to.”
By keeping this record over time, you’ll get a
good feel for prices and know at a glance whether
you’re getting a great deal.
Also choose store brands over name brands to
save money, but first check nutritional labels and
ingredients to make sure you're getting a compara
ble product. The store brands won’t offer you the
latest: innovations in flavors, Lempert says, but they
do have another advantage: Since most privatelabel brands have a money-back guarantee, you
usually can return them if you don’t like them.
When you rind a great price on a staple, stock
up — as long as it won’t spoil before you eat it,
Lempert says. Follow the refrigerator and freezer
guidelines from the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (at www.cfsan.fda.gov/~dms/
fttstore.html). Keep the product in its original
packaging, and use a marker to date it.
With that caveat, the frozen-foods section of a
store is a great place to find deals on seafood and
produce that’s not in season.
Seafood lovers may thumb their noses at frozen
fish, but if it’s Hash-frozen at sea and sealed in cryovac, it often offers better flavor and texture than
the days-old, so-called “fresh” fish, Lempert says.
In addition, frozen fish also costs a fraction of the
price at *e counter.
And while you'll generally get the best: quality
and prices for locally grown, fresh produce, frozen
fruits and vegetables are the next-best option.
Warehouse stores, such as Sam’s Club, require a
certain shopping strategy. Consider the package
sizes and expiration dates of food. Lempert says.
Make sure you have room to store the items and
that you can finish them before they spoil.
“One of the things I buy is Orville Redenbacher
microwave popcorn.” he says. “The packages are
small and will last ”
Armed with these experts’ tips, you'll find new
deals — if you spend some time in a wide range of
shops.
“You’ve got to really slow down? Lempert
says. Once you’ve bought your preferred brands,
shopping should be “a little adventurous and a lit
tle fun.”
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Maintenance for your laptop
I’m carrying my laptop around with me more than ever
these days. With the introduction of $200 to $300 mini
laptops, I’m not alone.
That’s why its so important to pay attention to the han
dling and care of that precious piece of technology, especial
ly in a cold northern Michigan climate.
Computers are designed to operate in temperatures be-

TECHNO
BABBLE
T0M AUCH

I

Press Staff Columnist

tween 50 and 95 degrees Fahrenheit. That doesn’t mean
they can’t be exposed to conditions outside that range; they
just need to operate in that range.
I had the misfortune of leaving my PC laptop overnight
in the car on one of the coldest nights last year. To make
matters worse, I tried to turn it back on when it was still
cold. That caused me to lose all my data, my battery was
damaged (it would only hold about half its normal charge)
and my LCD screen was splattered with dead pixels.
What I learned was that it wasn’t the cold that killed it
but the moisture from the zero degree metal being heated
up to 150 degrees within 15 minutes. The condensation
killed it, not the cold.
If it’s really cold, be very careful moving the LCD screen.
Wires and circuits can snap— LCDs have the word “liquid”
in it for a reason.

AH Services
are
■
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If your laptop, or any computer for that matter, is ex
posed to temperatures below freezing for more than a few
hours it is critically important to let it come back up to
room temperature naturally (no blow dryers or pizza ovens).
It takes some hardcore freezing to ruin a computer. If trans
porting outside for longer time periods, at least have a qual
ity case or few towels to wrap it in, but always remove the
wrap before operating. Laptops need airflow.
If you do have to use your laptop in a cold setting, like
Center Ice or outdoors, switch the power settings to the
“least” economical to generate as much heat as possible. In
reality, the machine will operate more efficiently if it’s cold.
In normal settings, to keep battery strength at its peak,
turn down the brightness of the LCD. This will be found
somewhere in your power settings in the control panel.
Another unknown power drain is having programs run
in the background that start automatically when you turn
your computer on. On XPs, go to “Start,” “Run” (on Vista,
“Start,” “Search”) type in “msconfig,” then click the “start
up” tab. You won’t believe your eyes. There are dozens of
programs running in the background. On my laptop,
I had 17.1 unchecked them all and now my
computer reboots much faster.
Also, close unused applications that are
'
just sitting in your taskbar. Closing these
will reduce that burden and also decrease en
ergy consumption.
Even with your laptop plugged in to the AC out
let, you should not leave it on, in screensaver mode or any
other. The drive is always spinning, generating heat.
Try not to move your laptop around too much when it’s

running and if possible wait 30 seconds after hibernation,
or shutdown before moving the computer, so the hard drive
can spin down.
Try to keep your computer at least five inches from any
other appliances as their magnetic fields can actually cause
loss of data.
Lasdy, be careful when you try to fix something on your
own. If the vendor sees any signs of tampering, that will void
the warranty faster than snow melting in February.

■
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Greatest Brilliance

Use your Binoculars

Venus reaches its greatest brilliance this
evening, at -4.8 visual magnitude. In
the telescope, Venus appears as a thin
waxing crescent. In the early morning
skies, catch the waning crescent Moon
just above Mercury, Jupiter and Mars
on Monday. By Wednesday, Mercury
begins to recede toward the Sun and
passes within half a degree of Jupiter.
Jupiter will be the brightest of these
three, and you may need binoculars
to spot Mercury and Mars. Try look
ing toward the east-southeast about 30
minutes before sunrise.

Comet Lulin is now moving from Virgo
into Leo. The comet will pass two de
grees south-southwest of Saturn on
Monday, February 23. The closest ap
proach to Earth occurs the following
night when the comet will pass within
61 million kilometers. It is expected to
reach peak brightness during this week
and may become visible to the naked
eye. Current observations using binocu
lars show a fairly large coma with a short
broad tail. The reason for the short tail
is due to the fact that we are looking
nearly straight-on as the comet’s orbit
takes it past the Earth.

(231) 923-3488
This week’s Open Viewing is Saturday, February 21 from 8-10pm, and ifit’s clear, we’ll
take a look at Comet Lulin. For a schedule ofOpen House dates and times, visit httpd/www.

nmc. edu/rogersobservatory/
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The courage
to grow
It becomes apparent, at times, that you no
longer fit your environment. You no longer
feel comfortable. For example, I spent many
evenings out at local bars catching live music,

here and

R

THERE
« AMANDA CAMPBELL

U Press Staff Columnist

drinking great beer, and usually dancing my
booty off. It was pleasant to take the edge off,
rubbing elbows with other savvy bar flies and
getting down. On the rarest of occasions, I
would find myself in a nice partner dance fol
lowing the lead of some older man who was
hungry for his lost youth and trying to find it
in our dance. It may have been the case that he
had, at least temporarily, achieved that end, but
my aspiration was after something MORE.
After many different elements coming to
gether to furnish a brand new experience, I find
it challenging to set foot in a bar, even for the
best live music. For one thing, the smoke re
ally gets to me, but for another, I find that the
kind of dancing I once did no longer fulfills
me. There is something desperately lacking in
that scene. Something lacking in the interac
tions, the connections, the ability to be intimate
and present with another human being and not
expecting that there will be something coming
out of it. You know, the folks who are looking
to “hook up at the bar” who are not shy about
asking to “party after” or to “get your number.”
I needn’t tell you the deadendness those
nights brought on. I needn’t tell you about
the emptiness of an unfulfilled heart that was
seeking the fun of the chase, the thrill of the
game, the realization that trying to date some
one you’ve met at the bar isn’t a wise choice.
However, I do not believe that I could enjoy
and be as grateful for life and its current situ
ations today if it hadn’t been for those wild
nights. Don’t get me wrong. I am still known
to hit the scene from time to time and get
down. I am choosier about my dancing part
ners and the environment into which I enter.
Sometimes it is just the perfect thing to meet
friends and blow off steam. It’s just that I have
been indoctrinated into a whole new vein of
dance that has changed me forever.
Mykl Werth’s “Swing, Latin and Slow
Dance” here at NMC is that vein. I heard
about it several years ago and wanted so badly
to take the class, but I was TERRIFIED. I
can dance alone, no problem, but to learn
steps that I would have to perform in relation
to another tested my courage; it was a huge
roadblock to my trying the class. After a few
years, I finally took the class, and as a result

have been a changed dancer and communica
tor. I left many nights feeling lonely, sad, even
angry. I didn’t understand what was messing
with me so much. I knew that class was dis
solving my barriers to intimacy. I wanted to
be free, to trust and to have fun and did get to
experience those things. Yet, in the beginning
there seemed to be a contraction on the other
end of the joy.
One evening, I was dancing with anoth
er student of Mykl’s by whom I was very in
timidated. He seemed such a powerhouse of
a dancer and I felt so unsure and awkward.
Something melted inside me. I knew the steps
and could trust them, and decided to allow the
connection happening between us, as Mykl
teaches, to lead. I closed my eyes and took a
huge leap across a great ravine inside myself.
It proved healing, magical and empowering.
I moved more gracefully, openly and fluidly
with another human being than I ever had in
my entire life. I felt a new sense of intima
cy, freedom and trust unfolding in me. And
when the dance ended and Brian gently and
slowly dipped me, I almost wept.
Like me, you may find yourself growing out
of some situation in life. You can apply my ex
ample to anything that arises in your world. In
one part of my life, escapism was key and now,
growing roots in intimate, healing and support
ive experience is the new key. You will know
clearly when it is time to shift your behavior and
change your environment. You won’t feel good
about the same old routine any longer. You
won’t be able to ignore the call deep inside to
discover what more there is to life. You will be
drawn to things that you really want, that you
will have a really hard time allowing yourself to
have. GO FOR IT! All there is to lose is that
which no longer is serving you. What there is
to gain is beyond your imagination. Leap over
that ravine. We’re

The Hollywood
woman:
a film fiction
While checking what was on the big screen at our local, over-priced cinema,
a thought sprung into my wandering mind: there are barely any movies out with
a female in the lead role that does not have to do with shopping, relationships,
or some crazy horror story
where they are saved by
their overly-masculine male
companions. Why is that?
Why are “Tomb Raider”
and “Charlie’s Angels” the
ALEXANDER BRAND
first movies that come to
Press Staff Columnist
mind when I attempt to
think of a movie without
the previously stated at
tributes? Yet, even those movies portray women in a sexualized manner, show
ing them as the sexy, hardcore, butt-kicking heroines.... who receive their orders
from men? Something is not right here.
Remember with me, if you will, your youth. Oh, those wonderful days of
multiple recesses and snack time, when holding hands was a relationship and
Disney movies were the core of many children’s cinematic experience. Now,
think about Halloween and how many Disney princesses were waltzing along
the sidewalk, seeking a fortune in candy. The thing about movies that scares me
is the significant impact upon the culture in which they are viewed. In most
Disney movies, the lead female role is a slim, fragile woman, just into her adult
years, with the plot usually involving a traumatic experience where the prince
must come and save her.
Although many of us hold these movies close to our hearts, a critical evalua
tion of these movies is necessary in order to truly understand the messages they
hold. If countless young minds are viewing these movies, and young girls are
told “you must look beautiful to win your prince’s heart,” and the viewers, in
turn, are mirroring these princesses in both looks and behavior, is that not lim
iting the social roles that these young girls believe are available to them?
Now, if you cannot relate to the Disney analogy, let’s then look at the trend in
top 20 movies frofn several time periods. Randall Munroe, the mind behind xkcd.
com, took a look at the top 20 movies of 1977, 2004-2007, and IMDB’s top 20
movies of all-time list. He looked at each movie’s plot and cast, focusing on the gen
der of the individual that the film followed in all 120 films. In conclusion, Randall
Munroe found that roughly 110 of the films focused on the male lead role, while
roughly five focused on the female. While looking at these films, another trend ap
peared in current films: movies with two female leads are often either about a moth
er-daughter bonding experience or a horror film.
Society often unconsciously accepts the roles of gender portrayed in media as
the goal. Look at advertising and you will find thousands of examples of females
being portrayed as a sexual being rather than an individual with a mind, dreams,
and feelings. The image of what a woman should be is poorly portrayed through
out much of our culture, but in the hands of Hollywood it becomes a message
that reaches millions of people everyday, not to mention the number of children
who enjoy the Disney franchise and are fed gender expectations.
Of course, movies are supposed to be for entertainment, but film becomes a
much more powerful tool and can form the minds of the masses when used in such
a way. Next time you go to the theatre, be aware of what messages are being sent
to you and ask yourself “Is that the way I think I should be?” If the answer to that
question is “no”, then is it truly worth funding the people who are sending you
these messages by viewing these movies? Just a thought to flip around in your mind
during these harsh financial times with limited discretionary spending.

D0N7 DO IT
IN THE DARK

I am asking and challenging students to send in their ideas or questions to me,
for I am happy and willing to discuss them and offer guidance and help with the
troubles thatyou may be dealing with. Ifanyone wishes to send in their thoughts,
pleasefeelfree to email them to my personal address at abrand87@gmail.com, and 1
will gladly take a look and respond thoroughly.

"4
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Milk will be getting
it on with Oscar
I

ALLISON PETERS

Press Editor-in-Chief

“My name is Harvey Milk, and I’m
here to recruit you.”
Harvey Milk was a determined,
bright-eyed, middle-aged New Yorker
when he moved to the Castro district
in San Francisco in 1972 and opened
Castro Camera. An activist and politi
cian, Milk ran for San Franciscos Board
of Supervisors twice before he finally
got elected in 1977. Three times proved
to be a charm—and
brought on a string
of violent threats—
for Milk, the first
openly gay man to
be elected to public
office in the United
States.
Based on Milk’s
personal and politi
cal life, Milk begins
•in 1978 with the
then public figure, portrayed momentously by veteran
actor Sean Penn, recording an audio narrative of his life
as a gay rights activist on cassette tape.
“Only to be played in the event of...death by assassi
nation,” the tape characterizes this fictional but real-lifeinspired film, which embarks on a thorough reflection
of Milk’s multifaceted past through a series of private
flashbacks—his 40th birthday, his first election, his first
opera—leading up to his assassination in 1978 by Dan
White, the former city supervisor.
With an unflinching cast—including Penn,
James Franco, Emile Hirsch, Diego Luna, Josh
Brolin, Alison Pill and Victor Garber—Milk ex
ceeds expectations as an extremely personal inter
pretation of the biography of the man whose death
symbolized a changing era.
In the film, Milk describes how “almost everything
[he did] was done with an eye on the gay movement.”
This unwillingness to give in to the discrimination and
social injustices of 1970s America provided him with a
catalyst to represent gay people as a leader of equal rights
and freedom.
The daring intimacy, in particular, of Milk's
leading men—especially Penn and Fran;
co—makes this film the closest yet of
close-ups on Milk’s life. The 1984
documentary feature, The Times
ofHarvey Milk, won an Academy
Award, but did not explore private as
pects of Milk’s crucial, final years the
way Milk does.
“Politics is theater,” says Milk in
the film. “It doesn’t matter so much
about winning; you make a state
ment—you say, ‘I’m here’—to get
their attention.”

★★★★
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Who's going home
with Oscar?

■

KENDALL SPRATT

Press Staff Writer

Have you ever sat down to watch the Oscars and not known who
was nominated and what they were nominated for? Or maybe you
knew, but would have liked to have a list of the nominees? Well I can
help you with that!
Stop watching the awards ceremony just for the gorgeous gowns
(and fashion disasters). Get informed! Here’s a list of the main
categories and their nominations.

Performance by an actor in a leading role:

Milk has certainly captured our attention—as well as
the Motion Picture Arts Academy’s.
Nominated for eight Oscars, Milk has already im
pressed the best. Penn is nominated for Best Actor this
year—Oscars are Sunday, Feb. 22 at 8pm on ABC—for
his outstanding portrayal of Harvey Milk. Penn recently
won the SAG Award for Best Actor for the performance,
and our WPP prediction is that he will take away the
Oscar, too.
NMC will be hosting a free screening of Milk at Tra
verse City’s State Theatre for all students on Thursday,
26 at 6 p.m. The film will also
be playing at the State
every day through Feb.
26 at regular fees.
Milk has some
thing for every
body—so do not
miss this unforgetta
ble portrayal of one
of the most endear
ing, authentic and
memorable activists
of our recent history:
Harvey Milk.

Richard Jenkins in The Visitor
Frank Langella in Frost/Nixon
Sean Penn in Milk
Brad Pitt in The Curious Case ofBenjamin Button
Mickey Rourke in The Wrestler
Of the five nominees only Penn has won an Oscar. He won Best
Lead Actor in 2003 for Mystic River. Pitt was nominated in 1996
for his leading role in Twelve Monkeys. The other three have never
been nominated in any category. Most critics seem to be hoping
that Rourke will win the award - but I am going to go with Sean
Penn, though it would be nice to see someone who has never been
nominated to take home Oscar.

Performance by an actress in a leading role:
Anne Hathaway in Rachel Getting Married
Angelina Jolie in Changeling
Melissa Leo in Frozen River
Meryl Streep in Doubt
Kate Winslet in The Reader
In this category we have nominees from all over the place,
including first-time nominee Anne Hathaway, and Meryl Streep
who has had eleven nominations and one win from this category
— in 1983 for Sophie’s Choice. These are also Leo and Jolie’s first
nominations in this category. Winslet has been nominated three
times for this category — and snubbed three times. Famed critic
Roger Ebert says that Melissa Leo’s “intense, complete performance”
in Frozen River deserves the Oscar. I would love to see my favorite
actress, Angelina Jolie, win.

Performance by an actor in a supporting role:
Josh Brolin in Milk
Robert Downey Jr. in Tropic Thunder
Philip Seymour Hoffman in Doubt
Heath Ledger in The Dark Knight
Michael Shannon in Revolutionary Road
Most people believe that there is no question on who is going
to win this, Ledger has it in the bag. Brolin and Shannon are both
first-time nominees in this category. Hoffman won an Oscar as a
lead for Capote in 2006. Ledger was nominated for a Best Actor for
Brokeback Mountain, but this is his first in this category. We will just
have to .wait and see if this will be the second posthumous award the
Academy has ever given.

Performance by an actress in a supporting role:
Amy Adams in Doubt
Penelope Cruz in Vicky Cristina Barcelona
Viola Davis in Doubt
Taraji P. Henson in The Curious Case ofBenjamin Button
Marisa Tomei in The Wrestler
Adams and Cruz have both been nominated once and Tomei
won for her role in My Cousin Vinny in 1993. This is Davis and
Henson’s first nomination. Rumor has it that Davis may take home
the Oscar due to her amazing performance opposite Meryl Streep,
but Cruz’s passionate performance will give her a run for her money.

1 3 ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Michigan music magic

February 19, 2009

WHITE PINE PRESS

Upcoming Releases

Your guide to spring & summer festivals

■

NORA STONE

Press A&E Editor

It’s only mid-February, and we have quite a bit of
winter waiting for us in the weeks ahead. But if you
can’t stop your brain from skipping into the future
and making plans for summer, here’s a roundup of
some great Michigan festivals to keep in mind.
Remember, sometimes you can get ticket dis
counts by ordering early — so living in the future
can have advantages!
We hope to see you some weekend this summer.

Pretty in Polka (dots): late June/early July
The annual Cedar Polka Fest means big polka
names under a big tent. Last year’s festival included
a softball tournament, a polka mass, and delicious
traditional food. See www.leelanau.com/blog/cedarpolka-festival for developments
(currendy showing 2008 info).

Rothbury returns: July 2-5
The Rothbury Festival is
definitely on, after some uncertainty
about whether the lease on the festival
grounds (located north of Muskegon) was
valid. No lineup has been announced,
but keep your eye on the official web
site: www.rothburyfestival.
com. Last year — the first
festival - was a big hit,
with about 50,000
attendees watch
ing bands like
Of Montreal,
Modest Mouse,
the Dave
Matthews Band,
and Brett Dennen.

Blissfest is beautiful: July 10-12
A perennial favorite, the 29th annual Blissfest
will take place once again outside Cross Village in
northern Michigan. Artists expected to perform
include The Squeaky Clean Cretins, The MacPodz,
and various Earthwork Music folk. Watch www.
blissfest.org for more performer announcements for
this weekend of dancing, drumming and sunshine.

NMC info on the go!

Wild Womyn: Aug. 4-9
An intergenerational tribe of women come
together for Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival near
Ludington (www.michfest.com). The festival feeling
goes beyond the music with a film festival, artisans
and crafts, and lots of workshops and dancing.
Attendees donate time in volunteer shifts to keep
things running smoothly; community is everything
at this healthy, open, women-created event.

Perfection in the Porkies: Aug. 28-30
The up-and-coming Porcupine Mountains
Music Festival is now in its fifth year (www.
porkiesfestival.org). It takes place in the Upper
Peninsula at the beautiful Porcupine Mountains
Wilderness State Park and features some
surprisingly big names for such a small
organization: last year John Gorka and
Women In Docs (an Australian group)
appeared, and this summer Gandalf
Murphy and the Slambovian Circus of
Dreams will play for the third year in a row.

Wishing for Wheatland: Sept. 11-13
The weekend after Labor Day is the 36th
annual Wheadand Music Festival, a
haven for lovers of traditional and
folk music in all its forms. Not
many performers have been
announced (keep track at
www.wheadandmusic.org),
but The Steel Drivers and Red
Stick Ramblers will be there, as
well as Rhythm in Shoes.

Dunegrass up in the air
The Deering family will no longer allow
the Dunegrass festival to use their field outside of
Empire, leaving the future of the festival in ques
tion. Last summer’s Dunegrass was plagued with
problems, including low ticket sales and a deficit
of about $175,000 - many performers and ven
dors were not paid. However, Stephen Volas, the
founder of Grassroots Productions, has said that
the festival will take place in 2009.

17 February
... And You Will Know Us by the Trail of
Dead - The Century ofSelf
Morrissey - Years ofRefusal
Robyn Hitchcock - Goodnight Oslo

24 February
JJ Cale - Roll On
Lamb of God - Wrath

3 March
Neko Case — Middle Cyclone
U2 - No Line On The Horizon
Bell XI — Lights On The Runway

Don't Miss This

Cora line (3D)
In this stop-motion animated movie
based on the book by Neil Gaiman, Coraline (voiced by Dakota Fanning) and
her parents move to a new house, where
she discovers a door to an alternate ver
sion of her life. At first, it seems like the
other dimension is better than reality,
but the situation turns dangerous when
her Other Parents (Teri Hatcher and
John Hodgman) want her to stay forever.
All she has to do is have buttons sewn
over her eyes, just like them. Gaiman is
a master of fantasy (his latest novel, The
Graveyard Book, just won the Newbery
Medal) and the 3D makes this adaptation of Coraline pop, though
the movie may be too scary for younger viewers. But Coraline is re
freshing as an imperfect, attitudinal heroine who might just deserve
what she gets, and the animation is beautiful to watch.

A_Ihe New WhitingJ-
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We are known for the
best south-of-theborder cuisine, but
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Horoscopes

Top Ten
Things you forget you’ll have to
buy when you’ve moved out

10. Q-Tips
9. Coffee filters
8. Detergent
7. Toilet paper
6. Silverwear
5. Toast
4. Towels
3. Midnight Snacks
2. Soap
1. A place to live each month

■

LINDA BLACK

Chicago Tibune

Today’s Birthday (February 19). There will be lots
of ways to make money as the year progresses. To
do this, however, you may have to finish some
stuff you’ve been putting off. Like getting your
degree? Or cutting outrageous expenses? You al
ready know what it is.
To get the advantage, check the day’s rating:
10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.
Aries (March 21-April 19) Today is a 7—
They say if you do what you love, the money will
follow. That’s because you’ll probably do it very
well, eventually. If you’re not quite there yet, keep
practicing.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) Today is a 7—
Accept an invitation to do something entertain
ing. If a friend doesn’t call pretty soon, work this
the other way around. You think of something
that will be fun and call up a bunch of them.
Gemini (May 21-June 21) Today is a 7—
Make sure everybody knows how much you ap
preciate what they’ve done for you. Be sincere
about it, of course, but lay it on pretty thick.
They love getting your approval.
Cancer (June 22-July 22) Today is a 7—
Your agent can get through where you can’t, so
just sit back and wait. That’s after you’ve let him
or her know just
-------------------------------------- exactly what you
want.
Leo (July
23-Aug. 22) Today
is an 8— It might
seem like the hon
eymoon’s over. It’s
time to get back to
work. Actually, if

you get the right partner, the honeymoon’s just
beginning. Hard times forge strong love.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) Today is a 7—
The objective is to find a balance between work
and play. The trick is to do it while making
enough to easily pay the mortgage or rent. And
have some money left for food.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Today is a 7—
You’re getting into a creative phase, whether you
want to or not. This is good, since you’ll be get
ting some things done you’ve been thinking
about. You work well under pressure.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Today is a 7—
The sun is easing over into Pisces now, in your
solar Fifth House of love and games and children.
It’ll be there about 30 days. Does this give you
any ideas? Make a list.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Today is an
8— Conditions are definitely changing. The
money is coming in. This is a shower, not a
downpour. Resist the temptation to splurge. Fix
something at home and save the rest.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Today is a 7—
You have an old, moldy dream, but you don’t
have to throw it away. You can clean it up, fu
migate it or whatever, and learn how to make it
happen. You didn’t do that before.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Today is a 7—
The more you think about it, the more practical
you’ll become. It’s natural, because you want to
actually achieve your goals. Sure, you’re an ideal
ist, but you also have to be thrifty. And you can.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Today is a 7-’You’ve passed the most recent test. You can cel
ebrate with your friends. Accept congratulations
and a lot of other great suggestions. An older per
son helps you stay practical, and that’s good.
Days are rated by difficulty: 10 is the easiest day,
0 the most challenging.

3l Studies Degree

Areas of Emphasis:
Pre-law

Environmental advocacy

Nonprofit leadership
Creativity anilcommunication arts
developfitent

human services
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Earn a bachelor's degree in Liberal Studies. This customized degree program lets you
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consultation with your advisor, in areas of emphasis such as pre-law, environmental

advocacy,, nonprofit leadership, communication arts, child development, social work, or
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AN INTERNATIONAL
CELEBRATION

American Foreign Policy Lecture, February 19 at
6 p.m. The International Affairs Forum will present
another lecture in its series, this one entitled “Liberal
Legacies and Conservative Conundrums.” Tickets
will be available in advance or at the door of Millik
en Auditorium at a rate of $10. Please call Extended
Education at 231.995.1700 for more information.

Arts of Mongolia Family Day at the Dennos
Museum, February 21 from 11 a.m. until 3 p.m.
Bring the kids to enjoy storytelling, writing, handson art and more. An Da Union, a dynamic music
group from Inner Mongolia, will perform at 1 p.m.
For information about activities and admissions,
please visit www.dennosmuseum.com.

NMC BBQ Kickoff, February 21 from 11 a.m.
until 5 p.m. Stop by the Grand Traverse Mall to

purchase tickets for the 2009 NMC Barbecue and
enter to win a scholarship for two years of NMC
general tuition. This year’s barbecue will be held on
May 17. Tickets for the barbecue are $5 in advance
and $6 on Barbecue Day.

NMC Career and Employment Fair, February 25
from 2:30 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. Stop by the Dennos
Museum to see showcases from over 50 local
employers. Informal interviews with representatives
are intended, so bring resumes and dress in business
casual. Call 231.995.1041 for more information.

Milk free for students at the State! February 26,
at 6 p.m. This Academy-award-nominated picture
is rated R, so the showing is restricted to students
17 and older (with valid student ID). Seating
is on a first-come, first-serve basis. Visit www.
statetheatretc.org for more information.

NMC WRITING CENTER READER Diane Bair partici

pated in the International Writing Center Week festivi
ties on Thursday, Feb. 12 in Scholar's Hall. Students
stopped in to try some international cuisine, test their
knowledge of international words, win prizes and cele
brate the event with the Writing Center staff.
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In Pentagon policy, a changing of
the guard (maybe)
President Obama's likely support for media coverage of returning war
dead from Iraq and Afghanistan would end an 18-year ban

ALEXANDER LANE

Fresh Intelligence Bureau Chief
PART ONE OF A TWO-PART SERIES

DOVER, Del.—-They come from
Basra, Kirkuk and Tikrit, Mosul and
al-Anbar, Kabul, Tora Bora, Kandahar
and Fallujah, and Baghdad. Since Oc
tober of 2001, they have been flown in,
morning, noon and night, in the bright
of day and under cover of darkness. For
nearly 5,000 men and women, whose
journeys have all been different in life,
it is the sameness of their first journey
together in death that bonds them, as
their bodies return home for the first
time. These are the fallen troops of the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, whose ar
rivals at Dover Air Force Base in Dela
ware precede their final sojourns home.
Yet these are somber occasions for
which there are no images, no pictures
or video to convey the emotions of the
families that greet the loved ones they
have lost or sensitize the American pub
lic to the heartbreaking realities of more

toUV
***

Michigan
congressman and
local idiot Peter Hoekstra last week decided
to celebrate his arriv
al in Baghdad's Green
Zone by alerting
his follow
ers on Twit
ter that he had
landed—in real
time. Hoekstra,
a Republican who
represents Michi
gan's 2nd district—
which includes Benzie,
Manistee, and Wexford
counties—violated strict
American military proto
col that all political visits
to conflict zones re
main officially classified
or outriaht denied until

than seven years of conflict.
We know that 4,900 American men
and women have died in the service of
our nation in both wars, but have seen
nothing of the 4,900 coffins unload
ed from transport aircraft, nothing of
the 4,900 flags draped over their edges,
nothing of the 4,900 prayers uttered
by military chaplains upon each body’s
arrival. That is because since February
1991, in the midst of the Persian Gulf
War, the Department of Defense has
employed a policy of banning all media
from going to Dover to cover return
ing war dead, meaning no photography
or videos allowed. For eighteen years,
through one Clinton and two Bush
administrations, this cloaking policy
has been strictly enforced. (The pho
tos shown here, for example, were only
made public through Freedom of Infor
mation Act requests.)
So in all the spectacle last week that
was Barack Obamas first primetime
news conference as the 44th Ameri
can president, one potentially momen
tous fact seemed to slip right under the

radar—that his administration may
soon reverse this policy, which could
significantly alter public perception of
both wars.
What makes this development all
the more stunning is that Obama has
kept on former President George W.
Bush’s Defense Secretary, Robert Gates,
who is apparently willing to change
policy and lift the ban pending official
review. Encouraging the effort is Vice
President Joseph Biden, who during his
time as a senator from Delaware con
demned the practice, saying in 2004
that it was shameful that soldiers’ re
mains were being “snuck back into the
country under the cover of night.”
Yet those who advocate transparen
cy and the public’s emotional invest
ment in the returning remains are not
without opposition. Many families of
the war dead remain deeply conflicted
about the ban and would not like to see
it overturned, viewing it as an invasion
of their privacy in a time of great per
sonal grief.
to be continued

O0TS,

trav
elers re
turn stateside,
but also endangered his
own life and the lives of
every other member of
the congressional del
egation he was with
by betraying his exact
location to the en
tire world, including
those who might
wish harm upon
Americans. To write a
letter to Congressman
Press Photos/ HONORTHEFALLEN.COM
Hoekstra, I suggest you
TOP: AN EIGHT-PERSON MILITARY HONOR
join Twitter and navi
gate to http://www.
GUARD AT DOVER, removing an all-metal "transfer

T

twitter.com/petehoekstra to send him a mes case" from a cargo plane to place in a mortuary van.
Above: fallen troops return home for the first time, re
sage and tell him to be
more careful.
minders of the human cost of every war.

f/ifb week
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 11—200+ disoriented dol
phins and the scenic shores of Bataan prov
ince, Philippines. Volunteers and fishermen
from the nearby towns of Abucay and Pilar
eventually managed to guide the beached
mammals back to sea.
• The container ship Sima Saba and tanker
Kashmir in a shipping channel off the coast
of Dubai, United Arab Emirates. The tanker,
which was carrying a liquid used in making
plastic and was registered in Malta, burned
for hours but was eventually towed to port.
THURSDAY, FEB. 12—Republican senator
Judd Gregg, 62, of New Hampshire and
Democratic president Barack Obama, 47,
of Illinois. Gregg, who was Obama's sec
ond nominee for Commerce Secretary, ap
parently realized that in his rush to appear
bipartisan, he had forgotten that he actual
ly didn't agree with the Obama Administra
tion on much of anything. Just for kicks, he
voted against the stimulus package the next
day.
FRIDAY, FEB. 13—In a historical first, the
American and Russian communications sat
ellites Iridium 33 and Kosmos-2251. The
two orbiting bodies impacted each other at
7.3 miles/second 490 miles above Siberia
and have since disintegrated into more than
500 pieces of space debris, according to
the U.S. Space Surveillance Network. In the
United States, the National Weather Service
issued warnings alerting residents to "ex
plosions or earthquakes" while the Feder
al Aviation Administration advised pilots to
keep an eye on the fallout.
SATURDAY, FEB. 14—500+ disorient
ed melon-headed whales and the scenic
shores of Bataan province, Philippines. Vol
unteers and fishermen from the nearby
towns of Abucay and Pilar, wondering what
they had done to deserve this, guided the
beached mammals back to sea and told
local reporters that if it happened again, the
damn sea creatures were on their own.
SUNDAY, FEB. 15—Passenger Lee Red
mond, 66, and three other cars that were in
volved in the same accident as the SUV she
was riding in, in Salt Lake City, Utah. Red
mond was seriodsly injured but is expect
ed to make a full recovery. What will not be
making a recovery is the 28-foot combined
length of her fingernails, which she had
been growing since 1979 and for which she
held the Guinness World Record.
MONDAY, FEB. 16—In a historical first, the
British Royal Navy and French Navy nuclear
submarines HMS Vanguard arid Le Trium
phant. The two submarines apparently were
unable to out manuever each other in the
tiny Atlantic Ocean. The "low-speed" col
lision, which luckily did not feature nuclear
warheads spilling out onto the ocean floor
nor any significant injuries to either crew,
has nevertheless been characterized as pos
sibly the most avoidable event in the entire
history of humankind.
TUESDAY, FEB. 17—A 552-metric tonne oil
slick and the surface of the Atlantic Ocean,
39 miles off the Irish coast. Aerial recon
naissance surveys first spotted the slick
around the Russian aircraft carrier Admiral
Kuznetsov, which is currently undergoing
refueling. Though the Russians have denied
any spilling during the refueling process, the
slick is clearly on the march toward Ireland
and Wales and may be expected to reach
shore in about two weeks, where it is more
than plausible that a few lost Philippine dol
phins will have beached themselves.
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