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We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may

Which of these dudes is older?
Trick question. Charles Darwin and Abraham Lincoln
were both born on Feb. 12,1809
VALERIE STRAUSS

McClatchy-Tribune
How weird is it that the two men who
may be the most influential people to live
and die in the 19th century were born on

the very same day?
Abraham
Lincoln and
Charles Dar
win came
into the

world on Feb. 12, 1809.
One was born in a log cabin in Ken
tucky to poor parents, the other in a coun
try estate to a wealthy British family.
The two never met. But they both
changed the most basic ways that peo
ple viewed human existence and helped
bring about a new era in the history of
human thought.
“If slavery is not wrong, nothing is
wrong.”
Lincoln said that and declared freedom
for the Souths slaves in the early 1860s, an
act for which he is beloved today. But in
his own time Lincoln was highly contro
versial, as was the emancipation of slaves.
It may also surprise you that Lincolns
great life was filled with heartbreak and
disappointment.
“It is not the strongest of the species that
survives, nor the most intelligent that sur
vives. It is the one that is the most

adaptable to change.”
That was what Darwin realized after a
long trip that included a stop in the Gala
pagos Islands, 600 miles west of South
America. His theory that populations of liv
ing things evolve over generations through
a process called natural selection was pub
lished in a famous 1859 book called On
the Origin ofSpecies. Darwin had become
popular as a naturalist but was attacked by
those who saw evolution as a challenge to
the creation story in the Bible.
The revolutions in thought that
these men set off — emancipation
and evolution — have strong links
to life today. The election of
Barack Obama as the first black
U.S. president completed a cir
cle that started with Lincoln’s
decision to free the slaves. Today
most scientists agree that evolu/

and life’s biological complexities. But for
some, evolution is still very controver
sial.
Lincoln and Darwin share similari
ties beyond their birthday. Both lost their
mothers at a young age: Darwin at 8 and
Lincoln at 9. As adults, both watched
children of their own die — and suffered
terribly over the losses. And both took a
long time developing their now famous
ideas that changed the
world.
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HAVE YOU NOTICED THE
NEW ARTWORK IN SCHOL
ARS HALL? Jesse Jason is the
25-year-old artist responsible for
the oil paintings, previously show
cased in local restaurants be
fore being hung in Scholars Hall
in January. Jesse attended NMC
for one year before transferring
to Michigan State to complete his
BFA. After graduating, he travelled
Europe. He now lives in Portland,
Oregon, and is selling his artwork.
Jesse plans to move to Thailand
soon to teach English and further
refine his art.
His mother, Connie Jason, is a
communications instructor at
NMC. She remembers Jesse de
veloping an interest in art at a very
young age; he has been painting
since he was four years old.
Connie is pleased to have the paint
ings hung, not only because of her
pride in Jesse, but also due to her
own passion for art. She believes
there is not enough art in college
today. "Look around in buildings.
There is nothing... We need more
exposure to art in the world."
Jesse Jason's paintings are for
sale; call Connie at (231) 995-1181.

Career and Employment Fair coming to
Dennos Museum
The 2009 Career and Employment Fair is bringing local businesses

together to share information about employment opportunities
they have available for students and the rest of the community.
Yellowstone National Park Lodges, Munson Medical Center,
Davenport University, and many other employers will be present.
The event will take place in the Dennos Museum on Wednesday,
February 25, between 2:30 and 4:30 p.m. Business attire and
resumes are suggested for those interested in attending.

Winter festival coming to NMC
On February 26, NMC will be hosting a winter festival. The
event will hosted by the Student Life Office, as well as several
student groups. Among other attractions, there will be a dogsled
demonstration and a scavenger hunt.
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FLOODING PINES The recent warm weather has
caused a major melt around NMC's main campus.
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Substance-free college housing pro
vides haven for abstemious students

■

SUSAN SNYDER

The Philadelphia Inquirer

PHILADELPHIA—Students flooded into the col
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lege house in Allentown, Pennsylvania on a Fri
day night, headed straight for the bar, and ordered
drinks. The blenders whirred.
“Bottoms up,” the student bartender said as

drinkers tipped their cups.
Soon Muhlenberg College’s campus police offi
cers were at the party, also drinking.
After all, the plastic red cups were filled only with
milkshakes. Vanilla. Chocolate. And strawberry.
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No alcohol.
The house, on a quiet street near Muhlenberg’s
campus, is overseen by CASE (Clean and Sober En
vironment), a nearly two-year-old student-initiated
organization that includes students in recovery from

alcohol and drug addiction and others who abstain.
Perhaps there’s no place more difficult to live al
cohol- and drug-free than America’s college cam
puses—the first step away from home for many
students, a time to experiment, a time to let loose.
Half of full-time college students, many of
whom are younger than the legal drinking age of
21, binge-drink or abuse prescription or illegal
drugs, according to the National Center on Addic
tion and Substance Abuse at Columbia University.
Almost one in four meets medical criteria for sub
stance abuse and dependence, the group says.
Despite the magnitude of the problem, few col-

See

"COLLEGE HOUSING on page 3

Correction
In our Feb. 5 issue of the WPP, we inaccurately mentioned in
our “NMC instructors in the news” piece that Paul Harvey inter
viewed Dr. Mark Holley; Harvey actually just mentioned Dr. Hol
ley in his radio feature clip on the underwater archaeologist. We
apologize for this error.
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Funding for college
harder to get; start
planning early
R

kira millage
McClatchy Newspapers (MCT)

SEATTLE—College always ha? been an expensive endeavor for families
and students, but in the coming academic year it could be even worse.
The recession and collapse of several financial institutions that
provided student loans means less federal and state funding is avail
able for students to use for education.
And the cost of college, especially at state schools, is increasing as high

MARK PAN, a Penn sophomore who has lived on an alcohol-free floor since last year,
says he wanted a college environment that was conducive not just to studying and
sleeping but also to having fun.

"COLLEGE HOUSING"

coming from the federal government.
It is unknown how much federal and state funding will be avail

continued

leges have housing for students in recovery. Lo
cally, besides Muhlenberg, the University of Penn

sylvania and Rutgers University provide it. Some
schools, including Penn and West Chester Univer
sity, offer “healthy living” spaces for students look
ing for a drug- and alcohol-free oasis.
“There’s no question that colleges have started
to do more than they ever did, but they are by no
means doing enough,” said Joseph A. Califano Jr.,
chairman and president of the national addiction
center at Columbia. “Higher education has to get
the ‘high’ out of it.”
Despite what experts say is widespread drinking
on campuses, the demand for the special housing is
small. At Muhlenberg, six students live in the col
lege-owned house.
Penn two years ago designated a small wing of a
dorm for as many as six students in recovery. It isn’t full.
The Rutgers house for students in recovery has
room for 20; 12 live there. Officials say numbers
were kept smaller because of lack of staff. The house
will return to capacity in the fall.
Knowing of the need, proponents want hous
ing to grow both for students in recovery and those
who want a substance-free environment.
“I’m confident that it will, and that other
schools will catch on,” said Julie Lyzinski, Penn’s di
rector for alcohol and other drug programs.
The Muhlenberg house, amid a mix of upscale
and middle-class houses, looked like any other col
lege house hosting a party. There was loud music in
the basement and dancing under strobe lights. Up
stairs, students chatted.
“When I was a freshman and I didn’t want to
drink, it was really difficult,” Bauer said. “It took me a
long time to feel confident enough to go to a party.”
Then she met Aaron Lawson, now 21 and a se
nior theater and sociology major from Maine, and
Philip Lakin, also 21, a senior theater and commu
nications major from Wayne, N.J. They had just at
tended a program at the Addiction Studies Institute
in Ohio and wanted to start a group for students in
recovery and to connect it with others on campus.

er education institutions try to offset budget cuts as much as possible.
“It’s definitely harder to get funding now,” said David Thomas,
managing director of D.P. Thomas Consulting in Bellingham, which
helps families figure out how to pay for college. “The problem is this
year there is less money and fewer underwriters available. There are a
lot still in the (loan) business that are not doing these loans anymore.”
In 2008, about $169 billion was available for financial aid across
the country, according to the College Board, with about 44 percent

Bauer decided to join in.
“I knew there were other people out there like me,
and I wanted to do something about it,” she said.
The organization, which gets funding through
the student council, won a campus award in its first
year for best student organization. About 20 people
come to the group meetings, and 50 more are on
the club’s mailing list.
The house has rules: no alcohol or drugs - not
even medications such as Robitussin. No entering

intoxicated.
At some campuses, including Penn and Rut
gers, the location of the recovery housing — which
is only for students in recovery — is kept secret to
protect privacy.
Rutgers has been at it the longest - more than
20 years.
Lisa Laitman, director of the alcohol and other

drugs assistance program, was hired in 1983 to start
a recovery support group. “As the group got larger
and larger, housing issues arose.”
In 1988, the school agreed to open a recovery

able this year. But it is still possible to find it, especially if people
start planning early, Thomas said during a recent workshop on col

lege financing.
The best way to start is by filling out the Free Application for Fed
eral Student Aid, which is the only way people can qualify for federal
funding, including Pell Grants and subsidized Stafford loans, Thom
as said. By filling out the form, families find out what the govern
ment thinks they should be able to pay, giving them a starting point
in determining how much money to raise.
Many families who send their kids to college “borrow to the hilt,”
Thomas said, relying on home equity loans and stock market invest
ments to make ends meet. But the stock and housing market de
clines have made those options less available.
Tuition costs won’t be known until the state budget is finalized,
but in Gov. Chris Gregoire’s proposed budgets, four-year schools in
Washington state would be able to raise tuition by 7 percent. For the
2008-09 school year, tuition at Western Washington University, not
including room and board and material fees, was about $5,800 for
three quarters. University of Washington was about $6,800, not in
cluding room and board.
Tuition at private schools has also been rising, even though their

funding is not tied to state budgets. According to the College Board,

house on its main campus in New Brunswick.
Some schools have designated substance-free

private college tuition rose an average of 5.9 percent this academ
ic year, bringing the average cost to about $25,000, not including

dorms or floors for students who abstain.
“I really wanted to live in a college environ
ment that was conducive to not just studying and
sleeping but also having fun,” said Mark Pan, 19,
a sophomore urban-studies major from San Jose,
California, who has lived on a substance-free floor
at Penn since last year.
“I enjoy going out to parties and going out in
the city. I do so in a sober manner.”
At West Chester, which designated several wings
three years ago, students must sign contracts, pledg
ing not to use. About 40 students live there, among
the 4,000 on campus.
Marion McKinney, director of residence life,
said she was not sure whether any students living in
the hall were in recovery.
“If they let us know,” she said, “we’re more than
willing to help them, but they don’t have to let us
know that.”

room and board.
But there are plenty of other funding opportunities through
private organizations and schools. Students and parents need to
be sure to research their college of choice; know what scholarships
are available and how
to maximize spending power. Families
also should talk to tax
professionals about op
tions that involve tax credits.
“Some people fill
out the FAFSA online
and stop,” Thomas said
during a workshop.
“You have stopped way
short if that’s all you’ve
done.”

.

•

February 12, 2009

04 NEWS

WHITE PINE PRESS

Cheers, Jeers
for NMC
Intramural sports Cheers to NMCs
intramural sports teams for gathering
participative members and encouraging
students to be active. There is open
recreation soccer on Fridays from 24pm—and you can sign up now for
intramural basketball. Let’s go team!

CHEERS

Oxford English Dictionary
Roxanne Boursaw was an NMC student

and long-time reader at NMC’s Writing Center when she died
tragically in a car accident last winter. Funds for the purchase of an

Oxford English dictionary were donated by a number of Writing
Center supporters and Boursaw’s family and close friends in efforts
to support the learning Boursaw appreciated. Total estimated
donations, which paid for the 20-volume dictionary, exceeded $2000
according to Diane Bair, a Writing Center reader. The Writing
Center hosted a memorial luncheon for Boursaw on Monday, Feb. 9

SCWAtQUS PHOTO UEAKEP

in honor of her life and contribution to NMC.

Grounds clean-up crew The weather lately has been treating us
kindly (maybe the groundhog didn’t see his shadow after all?), but it
isn’t mother nature doing all the work. Here’s a big cheer to NMC’s
grounds crew for the work they’ve done to keep our campus safe and
clean. We appreciate it.

Thefts in Scholar’s Hall Three thefts

have recently occurred in Scholar’s Hall
on NMC’s main campus, including the
wallet of a full-time staff member. Also,
a vending machine' in the basement
of Scholar’s Hall was vandalized last
month before all basement vending
was relocated to the second floor of the
building. Let’s be adults—no finders
keepers and no beating up instant food machines. Come on.

JEERS

Recalled peanut butter A recall launched weeks ago in response
to salmonella-tainted peanut butter from Georgia has now expanded
to include over 1,000 products. The outbreak has killed eight people
and sickened 600 others. However, this peanut butter scare may be
hurting companies that are not affected by the deadly outbreak. Sales
of peanut products have fallen at least 20 percent since the recall,
and unrelated companies are luring customers in with coupons and
ads to keep buying peanut butter. Take a chance. Make a sandwich.

Nadya Suleman The story behind the now infamous California

octuplets erupted throughout America after the birth in January.
What began as a celebration of the miracles of modern science soon
twisted down a surprisingly disturbing path when octuplets’ mother,
Nadya Suleman, who already has six children between the ages of
2 and 7, stepped into the spotlight. Suleman recently agreed to an
exclusive interview with NBC’s Ann Curry and expressed how her
mothering techniques may be viewed as “unconventional,” calling .
the implantation of six embryos through in vitro fertilization “a
gamble.” As a struggling single mother, Suleman told Curry she did
not receive government financial help; however, new information
from the Los Angeles Times has revealed that the mother of 14 gets
$490 each month in food stamps. She now holds each of her new
babies for 45 minutes a day.

WPP EDITORIAL BOARD

Note from the Editor
Note from the Editor

For this issue of the White Pine Press, we hand

picked several wire articles that we thought corre
lated well with current times and interests. From
alcohol at universities and paying for college to
Charles Darwin and Abraham Lincoln, we hope

you enjoy our selections.
Due to a delivery error, our most recent issue of
the WPP just hit the stands this past Monday. Our

WRITE US
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts let
ters to the editor from members of the col
lege and community. Letters should be less
than 400 words, typewritten, and signed
with your name, address and phone number.
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar,
spelling and length. Opinions expressed are
not necessarily those of The White Pine
Press staff or any college employee.

%

apologies—but be sure to check out what could be
one of our best issues yet.
Have any comments? Questions? Suggestions?
Grievances? We want to know your opinions! Email
whitepinepress@gmail.com with your letters to the
Editor, and you may see it published in the next
issue of the WPP.
Allison Peters

Editor-in-Chief
White Pine Press

A LETTER
BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686
BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com
BY FAX: (231)995-2110
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What are your plans for Valentine's Day?
"I don't know. My
boyfriend has to work
so plans are up to
him."
DANIELLE GERALDS, 18

Broadcasting

"Going out to eat at the NMC
cafeteria with my boyfriend!"

"I don't have any
plans. It's just another
day to me."
JACOB GLASS, 20

"To hang out with my
two children."

DESIREE NORDSTRAND, 18

"Working."

Art

CHARLES MARTIN, 20

"Taking my girlfriend "out" to
eat at the NMC cafeteria."

Culinary

JOSHUA FISCHER, 31

"I'm gonna sit in a
dark, lonely place
and watch a romantic
movie all by myself."

International Business
T.J. BROWN, 18

General Education

CALEB STRAIGHT, 19

Creative Writing

sauna bytes An uncaring culture
"In the old days we would have called this selling out, but
it's a good way to spend a Sunday." ROBERT PLANT,

collecting one of several Grammys during last week's award
show. Source: Rolling Stone
"Back then it was a different culture. It was very loose.
I was young. I was stupid. I was naive, and I wanted to
prove to everyone that, you know, I was worth, you know
— and being one of the greatest players of all time." ALEX

RODRIGUEZ, explaining to his fans’why using steroids
to improve his performance on the field seemed like a
good idea at the time. Source: Fox News
"It dropped my chin to the floor. [How could they] not pay
for medication that would help my life, and yet offer to
pay to end my life?" RANDY STROUP, 53, from Dexter, Or

egon, found himself uninsured and suffering from pancreatic
cancer. He received a letter telling him that his medical treat
ment would not be covered because he was not expected to
live more than five years. However, the government would pay
for a doctor-assisted suicide. Source: Fox News
"A large percentage of these products either contain dan
gerous undeclared ingredients or they might be outright
fraudulent on the ingredients and have no effect at all. We
don't think consumers should be using these products."

MICHAEL LEVY, director for the FDA's division of New Drugs
and Labeling Compliance, warning customers about secret
additives discovered in "all natural" diet pills. Source: Seattle
Times
"The government will be a net buyer of Treasuries in the
short-term because there's no sign they have changed
their strategy, but personally, I don't think we should
increase holdings because the medium- and long-term
risks are quite high." ZHANG MING, secretary general

of international finance research center at the Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences in Beijing, referring to
China's investment in bonds from the United States. The
American government's current debt to China is $682
billion dollars.

I

LAURA EARLE

Press Staff Writer

As my two friends and I entered West Hall the other day, I
noticed a rather elderly man hobbling laboriously through the
atrium. We passed him and headed downstairs for the book
store, where we each needed to do some shopping. I reached
the bottom of the stairwell first, so I stopped, turned around
to see how far behind my friends were and held the door open.
Just as they caught up with me, around the corner and onto
the landing hobbled the old man. I walked ahead, thinking
that my friends would keep the door open for him. As soon as
1 reached the bookstore (ahead of them, once more), I turned
around again - just in time to see the old man finish strug
gling through the doorway.
“Honesdy, why didn’t you hold the freaking door open
for that guy?” I asked them, once we were inside the book
store. They each gave me a quizzical look. One of them
muttered something along the lines of “Eh, he’ll be fine.”
Disappointed in both of them, I strode over to the back wall
and started looking for the textbooks I needed.
I consider myself neither “old-fashioned” nor Christian
in terms of morals; however, I do believe that one should
always be obligated to “respect thy neighbor.” And the term
“neighbor” doesn’t always refer to the person next door. It
could be a friend, a classmate, a family member or the elder
ly man walking behind you on the stairs. It feels good when
people take the time to help you out, right? Come on. You
know the universal Golden Rule.
Well, although it may still be considered “universal,”
one place where the Rule is beginning to suffer is here in
the United States. Today’s overly-casual, individual-cen
tered American culture puts so little emphasis on po
liteness and manners that caring about thy neighbors,
whomever they may be, has become a thing of the past.
In this culture, “it’s all about you.” This may not seem like
a bad thing at first. Everyone likes a bit of attention now
and then, but when everyone’s too busy thinking of them
selves, interpersonal manners disappear and coexisting be
comes a lot more difficult.
Social gatherings exemplify this well. Every time I have

a movie night at my house, the wee hours of the morn
ing (after all the guests leave) are usually spent picking up
many a bag’s worth of garbage and countless dirty dishes. I
have made multiple requests that my friends at least move
their dishes/garbage into the kitchen; however, I seem to
be wasting my breath trying to communicate with a bunch
of people who, perhaps, were never told to clean their
rooms, rinse their dirty dishes, etc. I was taught at a young
age that it is considered bad manners (as a guest, or even
when eating at home with your family) to leave your dish
es for others to pick up - whenever I’m at a friends house
(and at home as well), I always make sure to rinse my dish
es after eating. Needless to say, I don’t have as many movie
nights as I used to have. •
On the subject of communication (or, rather, a lack
thereof), have you ever found yourself battling for “the
floor” when having a group conversation? I have given up
telling any sort of story when with a group of friends, and
often utter no more than one sentence at a time before
turning the floor over to someone else. Although, this
never guarantees that I won’t get interrupted.
Being interrupted is one of my pet peeves. It shows
that the person with whom you are speaking has absolute
ly no interest in what you have to say, and obviously values
what they want to talk about more than what you are say
ing. Paying attention to the person who is speaking to you
shows that you care about what he or she is saying or, at
least, that you respect him or her.
This Valentine’s Day (and perhaps every other day of
the year as well), why not try showing everyone that you
care about them? Here are some ideas:
— Hold the door open for the person behindyou.
— Clean up your spot at the table.
—When talking with someone, listen to whatever they
have to say, even ifit doesn’t especially interest you.
— Ifthe person sitting next to you in class forgot their text
book, angle yours toward them so they can see it as well.

— When shopping, say “thank you” to the cashier who
helps you and wish them a nice day as well.
«
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The Haworth College of Business is one of the nation's
20 largest business programs. It is among just 25 percent
of U.S. business schools accredited at both the graduate
and undergraduate levels. The college also features the
new Business Career Center where students land worldclass internships and jobs. Grab the reins with great
academics, great experiences and great careers. Learn
more at www.wmich.edu/business.
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- U.S. News & World Report
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6 Young boy’s
ensemble
7 Off-road 4wheeler
8 Very in Vichy
9 Part of EST
10 Chita of “West
Side Story”
11 Revise text
12 If not, then
13 Bleached
blonde, e.g.
18 Man’s title
23 Touch rudely
26 Godlike
29 Spike of films
31 Sob Sisters
32 Species of
butterfly
33 Low marks
34 Mailed out
35 Thompson of
“Dead Again”
36 Performs
41 Track figures
42 Reed or Rawls
44 Racecourse
measures
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1
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V a n a

N V 1
3 ni V
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a n H
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N 0 1 3
3 3 w
A 3 s 0 IAI
N 3 a T V
O d n
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1 3 3
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1 V Ifll

1

d V 3
d 3 1 3 d
3 S 1 A
s 3 A
A 1 a 1
v d 1
a 3 3
3 1 V

1

47 Foreboding
atmosphere
48 Isle of__
52 Dos Passos
work
54 Effective use
55 Actor Savalas

3 3
0 a 1
3 N
3 1 O
1 s O a a O
V
N 3 1 3

s

1

56
57
58
59
64
65

a

3

9

V
s H ± V d

Platform
Involved in
Coral colony
Indiana neighbor
Denouement
Actress
Thurman
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JEFF FERRELL HOLDS A MAN'S THREE-PIECE SUIT he found in a dumpster along with other things he keeps in a shed behind his home in
Fort Worth, Texas. Ferrell turned his dumpster diving hobby into a cultural analysis.

■

JESSICA MEYERS

The Dallas Morning News

FORT WORTH, Texas- The secret to
economic survival this year may lie in the

Dumpster.
Just ask Jeff Ferrell, a professor at Texas
Christian University who spends part of
his day buried in trash.
The 54-year-old scrounger extraordi

naire has furnished his Arlington Heights,
Texas, home with the refuse of fellow Fort
Worth residents. As the economy contin
ues to wilt, Ferrell’s daily glimpses into the
detritus of others offer both financial perks
and a cultural critique on American con
sumerism, consumption and collection.
The Dumpster “is a visible manifes

tation of how far it is from the have and
the have-nots,” said Ferrell, who tries to
“bridge that gap by Dumpster diving.”
In the world of garbage, Ferrell’s the arbiter
between the consumer and the landfill. “This
is late capitalism, not in its early stage when

your shoes were worn out so you got new
ones,” he said. “Now you get them because
the style changes. It’s marketing, not need.”
But as necessity demands consum
ers tighten their budgets and rethink their

spending, resourceful activities are taking
on a new meaning. But Dumpster diving?
“You’re not just finding things,” said
Ferrell, “you’re finding things to keep from
buying. It gets to be a self-sustaining sys
tem, the opposite of wasteful.”
Two days of scrounging sat on his cof
fee table one recent afternoon. It included
a suit, an unopened bottle of champagne, a
metal pot, binoculars, rhinestone earrings,
a reading light and a bag full of Banana
Republic boxers.
Ferrell said he’s seeing the same Neiman
Marcus sweaters and Gucci bags tossed
away in more affluent neighborhoods as he
did a year ago. But he’s encountering more
middle-class residents digging for wood to
build a shed or searching for school clothes
that fit their kids.
“It’s more people than you would be
lieve,” he said, who are choosing to make
valuable what others have discarded, be it
out of financial necessity, moral principle
or environmental duty.
Ferrell, a leading cultural criminologist
who attended Southern Methodist Uni
versity and has taught in Great Britain and
throughout the U.S., spent almost a year in
the alley-surfing underworld as research for

his 2005 book, “Empire of Scrounge: Inside
the Urban Underground of Dumpster Div
ing, Trash Picking, and Street Scavenging.”
He and his wife realized they could live
off her $270-a-week grocery clerk salary
with his full-time scrounging.
Ferrell’s findings - point at an object in
his house and he probably hauled it back
from a local Dumpster on his bike - from
his vintage turquoise bathtub to the brown
worker boots on his feet, have saved the
couple hundreds of dollars annually, said
his wife, Karen Lang-Ferrell. It has enabled
her to focus her attention on her own
breed of salvage - animal rescue.
“It’s a mixed blessing,” she said, chuckling.
There was that diamond bracelet he found
for her that sits in a lock box at the bank, and
the costume jewelry she secredy covets.
“The clutter builds up, and that kind of
drives me a little insane sometimes,” she
said, even if her husband labels it hoarding
with a purpose.
“The amount of items that he can bring
home and that we can pass on is really im
portant. And it’s a window into what peo
ple value,” she said.
Like other subcultures, Dumpster div
ing follows its own rules and etiquette. One

never intrudes on another’s space or takes
from someone who needs the item more.
Scroungers should always leave the area neater
than they found it, said Ferrell. About 90 per
cent of what he finds he donates to charity.
Along with locked bins and disgrun
tled security guards, urban foragers face an
image stigma, said Ferrell, who argues that
the act is actually hygienic and nuanced.
“A professor in Dumpsters shows people
it’s not about status,” said Ferrell, whose
spiky hair makes him look more hipster
than collegiate.
“Jobs and income don’t have to deter
mine how much we have.”
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(greatest romance of aTC timet7
I

Oscars vs. Grammys

KENDALL SPRATT

I

Press Staff Writer
NORA STONE

serious negligence in the area of music awards. We didn’t talk about

There’s something about romance and the
movies that makes them go together like pea
nut butter and chocolate - or rather, butter and
popcorn. The love story, in all its many permuta
tions, is probably the most popular plot in moviedom - and has been since the dawn of cinema
(see story on page nine).
Is it possible to measure why some movies
grab your heartstrings and don’t let go? Could
there be, in fact, a Greatest Romantic Movie Of

mate Number Qne.
But some did have an opinion:
“A Good Year, because it is a really soft film,”
says Samantha Fisher, a second-year NMC student.
“The colors are soft, the language is soft, the stjoryline moves slowly.” She also enjoys the fact that the
“typical love story” is secondary to the relationship
between the main character, Max, and his uncle.
Lily Prentice likes a more straightfor
ward romance: “Without
a doubt, Shakespeare
in Love. ...It is re
ally and truly about
romance and love ...
and I am quite con
vinced that Will and
Viola are in love.”
While those films
are fairly new, some pre
fer the classics. Melanie
Drane, a poet and teach
er, likes Dr. Zhivago “be
cause it is love at its most
complicated and tumultu
ous.” Local French teacher
Karen McCarthy enjoys Cas
ablanca, reminding us that

Things I Hate About You

to see is an actual competition.
Here’s our idea: a steel cage no-holds-barred fight to the finish. Who
would lay claim to the ultimate victory in Awards Season Showdown?

“The characters who are in love sacrifice their rela

tionship for a greater good.”
Sometimes only parts of a movie strike us as
worthy of our affection. “Rather than entire mov
ies, I like to recall particular scenes - because many
times I’m ambivalent about movies as a whole,”
comments Anne Marie Oomen, a teacher at Inter
lochen Arts Academy. She cites scenes from It’s A
Wonderful Life and Zeffirelli’s Romeo and Juliet as

Age. The Oscars have been around for 81 years, the Grammys
for only 51. While you might think that the weight of eight decades

would drag the Oscars down, the prestige (and notoriety) gained by

a long career make up for the wrinkles. Advantage: Oscars.
Statue: The actual Oscar statue is over a foot tall, made of
gold-plated brittanium, and weighs eight and a half pounds. The
Grammy (modeled after a gramaphone) is a gold-plated zinc/alu
minum alloy and weighs four pounds four ounces. It is clear which

being among her favorites.
The score is another important component of

statue is more likely to knock you out. Advantage: Oscars.
Total Awards Given: However, despite the weight difference, almost

romance. Lyndsay Isreal loves the recent version

of Pride and Prejudice partly because “the music
screams passion.”
After counting the responses,
10 Things I Hate About You and
The Notebook are in the lead - but
the majority is far from a consen
sus. Only a few movies received
multiple votes; many of the
spontaneous answers we were
given weren’t even on the “top
ten lists” we researched online.
Clearly, math has little to do
with love; there is no empiri
cal method to measure the
best love story of all time.
Statistics too have failed us,
because with such a huge
variety of answers - and
personalities - consensus is
simply impossible.
Here you’ll find the results
from our informal quiz. Don’t
worry; it doesn’t matter wheth

' ? \;

The English Patient
Pride & Prejudice

The Princess Bride
Boman Holiday

.

three times as many Grammys as Oscars have been awarded in just over
half the time. 7,578 Grammy winners and their statues will easily beat

the 2,701 Oscar winners with theirs. Advantage: Grammys.
Lifestyle. Both the movie and music industries have their fair
share of debauchery, but acting in general is a more active profes
sion How many musicians put on 20 pounds of muscle for a tour,
as Daniel Craig did for his Casino Royale role as James Bond? How
many guitarists undergo extensive weapons training for their “axe,”
as did the Lord of the Rings cast? Advantage: Oscars.
The Oscar goes to... the Oscars. Still, music is “the food of love,”
as Shakespeare said (fitting for Valentine’s Day) and if you don’t love
music, well, we just don’t know what to do with you.
And since we’re suckers for elaborate awards ceremonies, we love
the Grammys. We particularly send our love to Pete Seeger, who

won his second Best Traditional Folk Album this year at age 89,
and to Jimmy Sturr, who took home his 18th consecutive Best Polka
Album trophy.

er you agree with our data or
not. There are so many movies

The Notebook

You've Got Mail

the Grammys.
The 51st annual Grammy Awards ceremony was held February
8 in Los Angeles. This year’s big winners were Robert Plant and
Alison Krauss. They were nominated for five awards, and won all
five, including Album of the Year for Raising Sand, and Record of
the Year for “Please Read the Letter” off that album.
Other artists who went home happy were Lil Wayne, with four
awards; Coldplay, with three; and Radiohead, Daft Punk, and Adele, with
two each. Neil Diamond was named MusiCares Person of the Year.
The Oscars and the Grammys always end up competing against
each other for the attention of A&E writers across the country;
they’re the biggest ceremonies of the awards season. What we want

the best movies don’t always have happy endings:

dO +he ma+h: What were the
top-named favorite films?
70

Press A&E Editor
In our excitement over the Oscar nominations, we .were guilty of

Press A&E Editor

All Time?
We spoke with as many people as we could,
asking them about their favorite romantic movies,
and found that there was no unity of opinion. Not
surprising, upon reflection; for there are as many
fictional love stories as true ones, and as many true
stories as there are people to live them. It’s virtually
impossible to choose a favorite, let alone an Ulti

NORA STONE

.

out there that what’s impor
tant is finding the story that
means something to you. Yes,
the genre is somewhat over
done. How many romantic

movies come out every year?
How many are bad?
But when you find one
that you can hang on to,
that makes you believe in
love again, that gets you feel
ing better after a rotten day
— that’s what’s important.
That’s what the movies are
supposed to do.

Garfield 947-8820 & N. US 31 South 946-4545

%

A

February 12, 2009

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

WHITE PINE PRESS

09

Animal Collective’s Memweather Post Pavilion
JAKE ERWAY

Press Staff Writer
Calling them eclectic would be an understatement.
Calling them avant-garde would seem pretentious - but
they are definitely both. Animal Collective consists of
Avey Tare (David Portner), Panda Bear (Noah Lennox),
Geologist (Brian Weitz) and Deakin (Josh Dibb). Despite
the fact that on their latest album, Merriweatber Post Pa
vilion, Deakin decided to take time off from the band,
their sound doesn’t suffer a bit.
Highly anticipated, Merriweatber Post Pavilion is Ani
mal Collective’s eighth studio album in as
many
years. The

the submerged imagery.
“Brother Sport” and “My Girls” are sure
to be the most popular tracks from Mer

all of the moments of brilliance from the past
and woven them into an electro-freak-folk

indie tapestry. Drawing from so many musi
cal wells is a daring task, but they pull it off.
They shine because they sound like a group
that is simply having fun making music.
Often electronic and digital music can
seem impersonal and mechanic. Though
heavily sample- and synth-based, Animal
Collective retain a warm personal feeling by
utilizing their own acoustic drum samples,
tribal drums and bongos, along with
various acoustic instruments. Their
sound is amorphous, oblong, epic
and ultimately engaging.
Choosing a favorite from Mer
riweatber is a tough chore, but * f
a few standouts include “Blu
ish,” "Brother Sport,” “My
Girls” and “Daily Routine.” \
“Bluish” begins in an un
derwater soundscape that

remains in the background
for the remainder of the

song. It then explodes into
a distorted wah that furthers

riweatber. Both include irresistible lyrical
hooks and spot-on harmonies coupled with
infectious beats. “My Girls” is a proclama
tion of what Panda Bear wants from life:
“There isn’t much that I feel I need, a solid
soul, and the blood I bleed with a little girl
and by my spouse, I only want a proper
house.” It’s a song I defy anyone to sit still to.
For eight years Animal Collective has stretched the
boundaries of their sound. They have been as prolific as
any band!pf that time and have retained tlieir original
ity throughout. With Merriweatber Post Pavilion they have
put it all together in one package and the result is a de
light. It is certainly music one needs to spend time with to

truly appreciate.
The band will be on tour beginning this spring with a
stop in Royal Oak on May 18th. They have been included
on this years Bonnaroo Music Festival (Tennessee) lineup.
They are also likely to appear at Lollapalooza on August 79 in Chicago. Other projects to look forward to include a
movie directed by Danny Perez featuring visuals inspired by
the band’s songs. The soundtrack will include all new songs.

Love through the decades

I

KENDALLSPRATT

Press Staff Writer

From black and white to color. From Cary Grant to Leonardo DiCaprio. From
1950 to 2009. Here’s list of worthy movies from the last 60 years that will make your

Valentine’s Day special.
1950 - 1959 - Roman Holiday (1953). Gregory Peck and Audrey Hepburn sparkle in

a film about loving someone so much you’re willing to let that person go. Even though
it doesn’t have that “chase after the person you love to get them back” ending, it’s still a

wonderful romantic movie.
1960 -1969 - In 1961 Audrey Heburn stars in Breakfast at Tiffany’s as the lovely,
slightly flighty Holly Golightly. Whenever Holly gets the “mean reds,” she goes down to
Tiffany’s. She and Paul (George Peppard) start a friendship, but Holly doesn’t want to be
owned or own any living thing, even her cat - whose name is Cat.
1970 - 1979 - Grease (1978). “I’ve got chills/ they’re multiplyin’/ and I’m losing
control!” Who could forget the high school romance of Olivia Newton-John’s Sandy

and John Travolta’s Danny? When they sang and danced, you sang and danced.
1980 - 1989 - The standout movie of the 80s has that famous .scene with a young

John Cusack holding a boom box over his head late at night. Being a man, not a boy!

There’s just something about the fdm Say Anything (1989) that totally charms you.
1990 - 1999 - So many great films, but the final choice is Titanic (1997). This movie

was epic; when it came out, it felt like the whole world was talking about it. The words
“never let go” were never heard the same again.
2000 - 2009 - The Notebook (2004). Ryan Gosling is lovable as the boy girls always
want to meet, and the beautiful Rachel McAdams is feisty and lovely. The theme of love
lost and found again has been seen before, but this one will stay in hearts and minds.

Nothing says date movie like...
My Bloody Valentine 3D
Okay. So maybe you want to miss this one, but if I were you, I sure wouldn’t. Is it

Annual earnings can double with a bachelor's degree.* So make
sure those credits you've already earned pay off by continuing your
education at Davenport University.

• Transfer scholarships up to $4,000 annually.
• Articulation agreements to enhance the transfer of your credits.

• Small class sizes provide personal attention.
• Convenient locations where you live and work.

• Many programs available completely online.
Now it's up to you. Finish what you started. Call 1-8OO-686-16OO

or visit www.davenport.edu/transfer for more information.
‘According to the Census Bureau, over an adult’s working life, high school graduates
earn an average of $1.2 million; associate degree holders $1.6 million; and bachelor’s
degree holders $2.1 million (Day and Newburger, 2002).

TRAVERSE CITY

2200 Dendrinos Drive, Suite 110

a gimmick? You bet it is, but that doesn’t make it any less of a blast. Anyone who is
remotely enamored with B-grade horror should be sitting right there in the front row

when the first victim’s eyeball comes flying right at your face. My Bloody Valentine 3D
may not be a good movie, but it’s definitely one of the best bad movies I’ve seen in a
really long time. Do yourself a favor. Be grossed out and have a good time.
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Dusting off the link
•-

Spirituality and the environment connect
Have you ever wondered if your thoughts affect your envi
ronment? Quantum physicists say that atoms change their be
havior depending on the observer observing them. What does
this mean and how does it connect to how your thoughts affect
your environment? Well, in my experience, if I am thinking
about how crappy the world is, the world will look crappy. For
example, one morning I got out of bed, hit my head, then cut myself while shaving. I then burned myself on the tea kettle and
kept mov
ing along,
never
consider
ing that I
might stop
1 AMANDA CAMPBELL
and take
Press Staff Columnist
a deep
breath, listen to my body and see what it might need, see what
I might be forgetting, then start again. Without this pause, the
chances are good that the day will continue to be a barrage of nega
tive and clumsy events.
If, however, I get out of bed in that same fashion and stop
to breathe and reflect for a moment, chances are I will remem
ber that I am supposed to get to work early and that I have to go
to the bank direcdy after work so that my check doesn’t bounce.
With the second choice, my energy will be freed up to move for
ward from a fresh place.
1
The next time you find yourself thinking that “life sucks” or
“why me?”, stop for a moment and breathe. Try it out yourself. Sit
down, relax for a minute and just notice what is. What is around
you? Is it really so bad? Can you find one thing to appreciate? If so,
focus on that for a moment and then get up slowly and get on with
the day. Or, choose not to stop and see what happens. It will be
just as effective, but far less enjoyable. I promise.

HERE AND
THERE

In my experience, the way
we are treated, the relation
ships we foster, the grades we
get, the energy level we have,
the joy we experience, are all
directly related to the thoughts
plowing through our mind. Some
of these thoughts are old friends who’ve
become deeply engrained beliefs and seem
like “just who we are.” Some of them are new
concepts, perhaps like the one offered here, and
don’t fit so well. All thoughts are energy and do impact
our lives, though. Watching them and how they manifest
in our world is a powerful tool to change the effect you
have on your environment and the effect it has on you.
If you are interested in local resources for pursuing this
idea, please check out the following options that 1 know of:
Yoga practice at any one of our fine yoga spaces like the Bikram Yoga studio or the Sacred Space Yoga studio; Meditation
practices with a group like the one led by Margaret Magner; or
on your own from any number of audios available at the Higher
Self Bookstore; Life Coaching to help you see patterns (thoughts)
that hold you back with coaches like Shann Vander Leek or Debby
Werthmann; or you could get involved in a spiritual study group like
at the Unity or Unitarian churches, your own church, a 12 Step pro
gram, or some other group that feels right to you. Check out the re
sources available to you here in Traverse City. There is somedting for
everyone. And everyone could use a little space to breathe and to
break free from the thoughts that create unnecessary discord in life.
Best of luck!
Amanda Campbell is an activist, writer and meditation specialist.
Herpassion follows nature and the evolution ofhuman consciousness.
Contact the writer at bluelotusofzion@gmail.com.
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1 in 4 people ages 18-24 have had a sexually
transmitted infection. Hmmm.

I
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Earn a bachelor’s degree in Liberal Studies. This customized degree program lets you

Protect yourself.

study topics most relevant to your career goals. You develop your own course of study, in
consultation with your advisor, in areas of emphasis.such as pre-law, environmental
advocacy, nonprofit leadership, communication arts, child dei^lopment, social work, or
other human services-. Plus, the flexible curriculum makes it easier to use your previous’

college credit to complete the degree. It’s your time to excel. Call or visit us online for
more information about the Liberal Studies program at Grand Valley in Traverse City.
gvsu.edu/traverse | 231.995.1785
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Sweet Honey In The Rock, an all-women a cappella group performs at the City Opera

House on Friday, February 13, at 7:30. A great Valentine’s Day show to take your honey
to! Organic chocolates and local honey will sweeten the evening. Visit www.cityopera-

house.org or call the box office at (231) 941-8082.

A hint of Cassini
division

Lulin through Virgo,
past Spica

Breathe Owl Breathe Valentine’s Day Concert in Leland, February 14 at 8 p.m. The

Old Art Building in Leland will host the band and provide chocolates and good cheer.
Tickets are $12 for adults and $5 for students and are available at Leelanau Books in Le

land and Brilliant Books in Suttons Bay.

Mercury is reaching its greatest west
ern elongation and can be seen about
26 degrees above the rising Sun in the
morning skies. Jupiter returns in the
east at sunrise by the 17th and Mars
will join this group next week. Sat
urn is rising by 8 p.m. and is now well
placed for viewing all night long. The
rings have opened to two degrees and
a hint of the Cassini division can be
seen.

Comet Lulin is moving through
Virgo and passed just north of the
bright star Spica on the 15th of Feb
ruary. The last quarter moon will
slightly interfere with observing the
comet. Best viewing will occur next
week as the comet rises before mid
night and climbs higher in the sky.
The comet is currently visible with
binoculars and may reach naked-eye
brightness by month’s end.

NMC Children’s Choir Winter Concert, February 15 at 3 p.m. Come to Lars Hocks-

tad Auditorium inside Central Grade School to enjoy choral music from talented local
youngsters. Admission is $8 and tickets will be available at the door.
American Foreign Policy Lecture, February 19 at 6 p.m. The International Affairs

Forum will present another lecture in its series, this one entitled “Liberal Legacies and
Conservative Conundrums.” Tickets will be available in advance or at the door of Mil
liken Auditorium at a rate of $10. Please call Extended Education at 231.995.1700 for

more information.
Arts of Mongolia Family Day at the Dennos Museum, February 21 from 11 a.m.

until 3 p.m. Bring the kids to enjoy storytelling, writing, hands-on art and more. An Da
Union, a dynamic music group from Inner Mongolia, will perform at 1 p.m. For infor

This week’s Open Viewing is Friday, February 13from 8-10p.m. and is hosted by the

mation about activities and admissions, please visit www.dennosmuseum.com.

NMC Astronomy Club. For a schedule of Open House dates and times, visit http://www.nmc.

edu/rogersobservatory/

NMC BBQ Kickoff, February 21 from 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. Stop by the Grand Traverse

Mall to purchase tickets for the 2009 NMC Barbecue and enter to win a scholarship for

Find your Writing Center

two years of NMC general tuition. This year’s barbecue will be held on May 17. Tickets
for the barbecue are $5 in advance and $6 on Barbecue Day.

Want to become
a better writer?

Stop by the
Writing Center
for an
^appointment
today!

Scholar's Hall
Room 221 j

b-

Call (231) 995-1189
or email writingcenter@nmc.edu

The New Whiting

Go to the head of the
class at a top; 10
education college.
■

JVJ

With a 105-year tradition of success, the College of

Education is WMU's oldest college. Its program offerings

are among the most comprehensive and diverse in the
country. They include one of only 18 programs in the
nation offering a graduate degree in athletic training and

Room Rates: $400-$450/mo
Wireless Internet
All utilities included!
Fully furnished rooms
Downtown TC
Month-to-month leasing

231 947 6360
1521/2 E. Front Street
www.thewhitinghotel.com

a nationally recognized focus on preparing teachers for

urban classrooms. Learn more at www.wmich.edu/coe.

One of the nation 's top universities.
US

Mnvs &

World Report

WESTERN MICHIGAN
univi

RsriY

Admissions: (269) 387 2000 • wmich.edu/admissions/transfer
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Information
by design

BizFact
*

1

Cherries
Some leading producers of fresh cherries worldwide,
in metric tons, 2008:

Here is a small collection of
informational graphics pulled from
the newswire
Comet Lulin
As it moves to its closest approach to Earth on Feb. 24, Lulin is visible
to the naked eye, low in the sky in a southern direction before dawn.

Off-label drug marketing takes some hits
Drug companies have agreed io pay almost $7 billion in settlements that involve marketing drugs tor uses other than those approved by the FDA:
Brag

Approved use

Unapproved uses*

Settlement

2004 Pfizer

Neuronttn

Epilepsy

Multiple uses, including
pain, ADD, migraines

$430 million

■

2005 EH Lilly

Evista

Osteoporosis

Breast cancer prevention

$36 million

I..........................................

2005 Serono

Serostim

AIDS wasting

Lipodystrophy, body
ceB mass wasting

$704 million

2006 Schering-Plough

Temodar, intron A

Brain tumors, specific
cancers, chronic
hepatitis

Other tumors

$435 million

2006 InterMune

Actimmune

Immune system
disorders

Lung scarring

$37 million

I

2007 Pfizer

Genotroprn

Growth failure

Anti-aging, cosmetic use,
athletic enhancement

$35 million

I

2007 Ceil Therapeutics

Trisenox

Rare leukemia

Various cancers

$11 million

2007 Medicis
Pharmaceutical

Loprox

Fungicide for those
overage 10

Treatment for children
under age 10

$10 million

2007 Purdue Frederick

OxyContin

Moderate, severe pain
in specific instances

Wider pool of pain
patients

$635 million

•m

2007 Jazz Pharmaceuticals

Xyrem

Narcolepsy conditions

Fatigue, insomnia, pain

$20 million

j

2007 Bristol-Myers
Squibb

Ability

Adult schizophrenia,
bipolar disorder

Pediatric use, dementiarelated psychosis

$515 million
$425 million

Company

2003 Cephaion

GabHrll, Provigit, Actiq

Three different uses

Different uses'for each

2009 Eii Lilly

Zyprexa

Schizophrenia,
bipolar disorder

Dementia

$1.4 billion

2009 Pfizer

Bextra

Arthritis pain

Other indications

$2.3 billion

• Discovered July 2007

Comet

Lulin

• Color Comet’s
gases contain
cyanogen, which
glows green

Mi
■

teo

Virgo

• Moves in
opposite direction
as planets;
unusual to see
comet’s apparent
motion against
background stars

’Looking south before dawn.
Monday morning, Feb, 16

© 2009 MCT

Graphic: Jutta Scheibe, Eeli Rolli

Source: NASA, www.universetoday.com

Vanishing acts

'Examples of off-label uses; settlements may ba specific to just one off-iabel use
NOTE. GAO defined an o«-iabe> settlement to be any civil and/or criminal »etifoment or dsposmon of a matter where a sponsors promotion of a drug for a use not contained in FDA-approved labeling was
nvessigated. regardless ot whether that alleged conduct was the basts to' the mimaie disposition. settlement amounts may include penalties for offenses not involving olt-iabei promotion

Source; Government Accountability Office. U.S. Department o! Justice. Oregon Department of Justice. Pfizer Inc.
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U.S. companies have taken a total of almost 25,000 layoff actions since
the recesssion began in December 2007, affecting 2.4 million workers.

Mass layoffs
Monthly since December 2007

How VIVACE works
A device invented by a University of Michigan professor and students harnesses the energy in a water current,
then drives a generator to create electricity. The device will be put into the Detroit River next year.

Number
of actions*

Number
of workers

2,500

250,000

vi Boxes with cylinders are placed on the bottom of the river
AC
cable

The DC (direct current)
is changed to AC
(alternating current) and
sent to shore where, it
will light a new wharf on
the Detroit River

2,000

200,000

Source: University of Michigan
Graphic: David Pierce, Detroit Free Press

Electromagnet
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100,000

1
1,500
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For each layoff action, at least
50 workers were laid off

Examples
Each bobbing
cylinder moves a
magnet up and
down a metal coil,
creating a
DC current
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Selected companies that announced big layoffs, fourth quarter 2008
and first quarter 2009
Computers,
Banking, finance
Citigroup
Bank of Am.
ING
UBS
PNC
Credit Suisse
National City
Chase
Goldman Sachs
Fidelity

50,000
35,000
7,000
6,100
5,800
5,300
4,000
4,000
3,260
3,000

Retail

electronics

Circuit City j 34,000
Macy’s J 7,000
Home Depot
7,000
Starbucks 6,700
Bon-Ton 1,150
Saks 1,100
Walgreen 1,100
eBay 1,000
Liz Claiborne , 725
Neiman 375

NEC
Panasonic}
Dell
Sony :
Hitachi 5
Sun Micro '

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, company reports

Phillips sa
Intel
Eaton s
Microsoft,

Graphic: Pat Carr

20,000
15,000
8,900
8,000
7,000
6,000

6,100
6,000
5,200
5,000
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