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We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they mayKnowledge rescues drowning economy
Opportunity, challenges meet Northwest Michigan planners

ABRAHAM MORRISON
Press Managing Editor

Over the past few years, regional planners and collegi 
official have been talking about how to make North
west Michigan a hub for new economy think
ing and new economy jobs.

The recent economic turmoil is a 
painful reminder of the need to 
change the way that America 
works. This recession is an 
opportunity for improve
ment, but the stakes are 
high. The conversation 
about the new economy 
will need to move beyond 
talk into action if things 
are going to improve.

According to a recent 
study by Michigan Future,
Inc., Grand Traverse County has a total 
of 1,371 young professional households. That’s 
only 4.1% of all households. Wall Street and Silicon 
Valley are doing a great job letting the country know 
what the problem is. The solution, however, will be 
coming from much closer to home.

The Northwest Michigan Regional Council of 
Governments (NWMCOG) is working to bring in
formation about the new economy to people in the 
region.

“In terms of preparation, we’ve been working to 
identify hot areas of growth in knowledge jobs,” said 
Jaclyn Miel-Uken, a regional planner for the Coun
cil.

Later this month, a compilation of the study’s 
findings will be available. It will feature a list of ca
reers within the knowledge economy and base sala
ries for people entering each field.

Matt McCauley, associate director of regional 
planning and community development for NWM
COG, has been researching ways to make the re
gion a state leader in new economy growth.

“I think how I define the new economy is a para
digm shift in how we treat industry and whether 
that be goods producing or service-producing com
panies,” said McCauley. “And I think that what it 
really provides us is a new way of looking at what 
we need to do as a region, as a state and as a nation
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NMC instructors 
in the news

I
 ERIN BERNHARD
Press Features Editor

Susan Odgers, NMC humanities department instructor and pro
fessor in the Liberal Studies program at Grand Valley States University 
Center campus, will be writing a monthly column in the Record-Eagle.

Wheelchair-bound for 21 years, Odgers writes of her experiences 
as a handicapped member of the Traverse City community.

So far, “It’s been a Record-Eagle record. Over 200 calls, emails 
and letters to the first col
umn. It’s been posted on 
blogs and,websites world
wide,” said Odgers.

On a related note, NMC 
humanities instructor spe
cializing in anthropology 
and archaeology, Mark Hol
ley has also been featured 
in the news. National news 
icon Paul Harvey inter
viewed Holley for his syndi
cated radio show.

Holley, an underwater 
archaeologist, has been sur
veying the shipwrecks in the 
Grand Traverse Bay with 
sector-scan technology and

sonar. On the show, he tells Harvey of his findings, particularly a 
rock formation similar to Stonehenge.
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TAKING A BREATHER Cari Kendziorski, Amanda Wheatley and Anna Wheatley take 
a break between songs for a photo op. Chance to Dance is back this semester; stop by 
the Physical Education Building to have your own!

NEW ECONOMY continued

tive than ever, and McCauley said that two things 
were necessary to keep up: finding a niche product, 
and having people with the right set of skills work
ing to produce that product.

“One of the tenets of the new economy is that 
it’s knowledge- driven,” said NMC President Tim 
Nelson. “It’s dependent upon people, so it’s depen
dent upon talent, and talented people are able to be 
mobile and move where they want to move. So, the 
premise is that they will move, they will live where 
they want to live and connect with the networked 
global economy, as opposed to going some place 
because the job is there, they’ll move some place be
cause it supports what they want to do and they’ll 
create the jobs.”

Nelson said that the new economy will be will 
be networked instead of hierarchical. In the past, 
manufacturing has been the
backbone of the state’s econ
omy. So, companies looked 
for the location that allowed 
them to produce their goods 
at the lowest cost. As a re
sult, the same companies that 
made Michigan a manufactur
ing destination have packed 
up and headed to Asia and 
Central America. The knowl
edge-based economy will be 
built around the talent of the 
worker instead, said Nelson, 
but students will have to be 
prepared to take advantage of 
these opportunities.

“When we look at our gen
eral education requirements,

they are designed to give you fundamental, basic skill 
sets that will allow you to be adaptive, that will allow 
you to learn for the rest of your life,” said Nelson.

The most important thing for students to learn 
is how to learn, so they can adapt and adjust to 
changes in the economy.

“Things change at a much faster rate than they 
used to,” said Nelson. “So, when I talk to high 
school students and I tell them you can expect to 
have between six and eight careers during your life
time, most of those don’t exist yet.”

The study by the Northwest Michigan Regional 
Council of Governments is due to be released later this 
month. The data it will assist the college in determin
ing what programs to offer, and inform students about 
promising career paths.

Another broken record
The total number of Americans receiving unemployment insurance hit its 
highest level since 1967, when the government began keeping records.

■ Continuing to claim unemployment insurance
■ Making initial claim
sw Period of recession Week ending Jan. 17
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NMC Foundation announces three new 
board members
The NMC Foundation confirmed at its Foundation Board meeting 
on December 10 that they had named three new members to serve 
three-year terms on its board. New members include Michael 
Ascione, the co-president of American Waste, Inc. in Kalkaska 
and a 1986 NMC alumnus, Harlan “Pete” Peterson, the owner of 
Tapawingo restaurant in Ellsworth and a member of NMC’s Great 
Lakes Culinary Institute Advisory Committee since 1997, and 
Timothy Young, the president of Food for Thought, Inc. in Honor 
and a 1982 NMC alumnus. “Were so pleased to add these three new 
members who bring additional representation to the Foundation 
Board from our adjacent counties,” said Kathleen Guy, NMC vice 
president for institutional advancement and executive director of the 
NMC Foundation, which was established in 1981.

Spring enrollment highest ever
More students are taking Spring classes at NMC than ever before. The 
4,483 total is an increase of 5% over the previous year. The two age 
demographics showing the sharpest increase were the 18-20, and the 
over-26 age groups. NMC’s dual enrollment total also increased 32% 
this year, due in part to a partnership with Suttons Bay High School, 
where 38 students are enrolled in English and chemistry courses. These 
numbers were provided in an enrollment update given to the Board of 
Trustees by Anne Monroe, dean of student services, on Jan. 21.

International Writing Center Week
This upcoming week there will be neon flyers up all over NMC’s 
campus that ask students to guess an international word based on 
clues and root origins. The NMC Writing Center encourages stu
dents to bring in a flyer with the correct answer to the Writing 
Center in Scholar’s Hall room 221 on Thursday, Feb. 12 for a free 
beverage coupon. Also on Thursday, Feb. 12 from 11-3, the Writing 
Center will be hosting an international food fest. Students are urged 
to check out the Writing Center and get some free food from around 
the world. These events will be coordinated to celebrate International 
Writing Center Week and the NMC Writing Center.

Sign up for intramural basketball
Intramural basketball is gearing up for their winter season, which 
begins on Monday, Feb. 16, and runs for five weeks. Team sign up 
sheets are available at the Intramural Sports Office in the Gym or at 
the East Hall Front Desk. Each team must have at least one female 
player. A team captains meeting is being held Wednesday, Feb. 11 at 
5 p.m. in the West Hall Cafeteria. New players may also sign up at 
this meeting. For more information call Tom Kasper at 995-1198

Aviation department 
is spreading its wings

Aviation, Water Studies Institute 
collaborate for research and learning

STOP THE HATE

Press Photo/WHITNEY DUQUE

STUDENTS GATHER IN THE SCHOLAR'S HALL the
ater to watch American History X, a film chronicling the 
life of a Neo Nazi skinhead.

■
 ALLISON PETERS
Press Editor-in-Chief

In August, NMC aviation students and staff 
teamed up with the Water Studies Institute and 
participated in a 14-lake tour in northern and 
northwest Michigan with a 1953 piper cub aircraft 
that had been restored with amphibious floats by 
the college last summer.

This week the collaborating groups are beginning 
their first session of taking weekly aerial photographs 
of northern Michigan lakes for archival purposes.

Under an NMC Institutional Effectiveness Cri
terion Staff Policy revised last month, “NMC air
craft may also be utilized in collaboration with 
other NMC programs as a joint benefit to accom
plish student education or research.”

What this means for aviation is a way of branch
ing out to other departments for extended oppor
tunities and real-life experience for students. What 
this means for organizations like the Water Studies 
Institute is a chance to use the driving force of stu
dent learning for practical and important research.

“We want to show that there are other aspects 
of aviation other than flight training,” said Aaron 
Cook, aviation department head. “We’re making a 
conscious effort to collaborate and see how we can 
help each other out.”

The restored aircraft used for the 14-lake tour was 
purchased by NMC in 1997 for the aviation depart
ment, which has a total of 12 aircrafts. Since the ren
ovations, the aircraft can both land at Cherry Capital 
Airport and also retract its wheels to land on water.

“We didn’t physically pull water from the lakes,” 
said Cook, “but we tested clarity and solidity 
among other things that we can analyze from a vi
sual inspection and electronic test.”

Although learning and experience are key rea
sons for the collaboration, another important and 
sensible reason is for the purpose saving time and 
promoting effectiveness.

“We were able to do the tour in about one day,” 
said Cook. “It goes extremely fast and is much 
more effective than trying to deal with a boat.”

Hans VanSumeren, the director of the Water 
Studies Institute, started in July and approached 
the NMC aviation department with an idea for 
cross-denarrmenral collaboration.

“It was hard to get access to the lakes,” said Van
Sumeren, “but this way, students could actually 
deploy instrumentation into the lakes, and then 
the planes could come back. The device was there, 
doing what it needed to do, and no one had to 
spend extra time.”

Aviation students are still flying the planes for 
this research and are still paying the typical amount 
of money for their flight training since this re
search time does count toward flight hours logged 
for students. And since the testing and researching 
equipment does not have to be utilized via an out
side source—but instead used through the aircrafts 
NMC already obtains—it also saves money.

“Utilizing these assets makes a lot of sense,” said 
VanSumeren. “This represents a real partnership be
tween the two groups.”

The aviation department will be collaborating 
with the Water Studies Institute again this coming 
year to study birds dying of botchulism that land in 
the lakes and flow ashore.

The Institute will be posting the weekly aerial pho
tographs of the northern Michigan lakes each week on 
the Water Studies webpage. From there, people like 
Cook and VanSumeren hope that NMC students and 
Michigan residents alike will go to the webpage for an 
aerial visualization of the bay and an idea of how the 
ice forms and the bay changes with the seasons.

“I certainly think this is unique to what we have at. 
NMC,” said VanSumeren. “It is a great asset that we 
have planes and several ships here at NMC. I try to 
do what I can when I talk about the program; we’re 
bringing in more examples of collaboration, and the 
aviation department is a great example of that.”

Cook is also looking at a potential restoration 
program to be externally funded and is hoping to 
collaborate with other groups such as NMC’s engi
neering and history departments.

“Programs in the school can work together,” said 
Cook. “We’re doing what we can to see how other 
programs can benefit with what we do, and a lot of 
it is easy to do. It’s not a big deal for us to be able 
to help out in those ways, and it’s a great benefit for 
the students.”

«
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Octuplets' birth raises ethical questions
In Southern California, 33-year-old Nadya Suleman—who already 
had six children between the ages of 2 and 7—gave birth to octuplets 
on Monday, January 26, making this only the second time in history 
that octuplets have survived for more than a few hours, according to 
doctors. The six boys and two girls, delivered eight weeks prematurely, 
weigh between 1 pound 8 ounces and 3 pounds 4 ounces and have 
already stirred an ethical debate among practitioners and the public 
about family planning and test-tube fertilization. Experts say doctors 
practicing reproductive medicine abide by written standards and 
guidelines that restrict the number of embryos that can be transferred 
in an IVF cycle to avoid multiple births. Dr. Shari Brasner, a specialist 
in Manhattan, said avoiding multiples helps prevent ongoing health 
problems. “The main goal is trying to prevent higher order multiples 
because prematurity is still one of the biggest issues we have in 
medicine,” she said. “And the cost of a premature baby is incredible.” 
This, too, suggests curious motives on Suleman’s behalf since she 
is a struggling single mother. Suleman’s grandmother recently told 
CNN, “She is obsessed with children... [and should have] become a 
kindergarten teacher.”

Australian terrorist leader to spend 12 
years behind bars
On Tuesday, February 3, an Australian terrorist leader—48-year- 
old Algerian-born cleric Abdul Nacer Benbrika—was imprisoned 
for what prosecutors said was Australia’s largest terrorist conspiracy.

. He had plotted to attack major sporting events to kill thousands of 
people—saying it was permissible to kill women, children and the 
elderly. Prosecutors said Benbrika urged his followers to launch an 
attack to force the Australian government to withdraw its troops from 
Afghanistan and Iraq.

Venezuela synagogue attacked
An armed group of about 15 Israeli people vandalized the oldest 
synagogue in Caracas, Venezuela on Friday, January 30, forcing the 
synagogue to cancel Saturday worship service. Labeled by President 
Hugo Chavez as “genocidal,” the Israeli leaders shattered religious 
objects and spray-painted walls with offensive graffiti such as: “We 
don’t want murderers,” and “Jews, get out.” Jewish leaders are now 
calling this the worst attack ever on their community in Venezuela.

Obama's half-brother arrested in Kenya
In Nairobi, Kenya, police told reporters that President Barack 
Obama’s half-brother was arrested for possession of marijuana after 
officers allegedly found one joint of the drug on him, although 
Obama reportedly denied the allegations.

The New Whiting-
DS ■

Painter captures likeness and life
The Dennos Museum is showcasing Fred Petroskey, 

a local Leelanau County painter and retired faculty 
member. The WPP was intrigued to know more about 
him and the attention his artwork is receiving.

WPP: The Dennos Museum is promoting your 
self-titled book. What will be in it?
Petroskey: Mostly portraits that I did noncommis
sion in Leelanau county.

WPP: What do you think makes your artwork 
distinctive?
Petroskey: I never tried to paint like anyone else. I 
didn’t care what other people were doing—I didn’t 
really know for sure, but that’s what I would guess. 
I’m also told I have a stunning ability to capture a 
likeness, to capture a person’s characteristics.

WPP: What do you think people connect with 
within your paintings?
Petroskey: It’s an elusive thing, what people like 
about them. They say they know them when they 
see them.

WPP: Do your personal experiences reflect in 
your paintings?
Petroskey: Yes, I think so. You can’t help but por
tray what you experience; the colors you choose, 
the landscape you choose, the people you choose. I 
always choose to do people I picked out myself.

WPP: You yourself were giving lessons in your 
studio in Boston before you moved back to 
Michigan to teach here. What brought you back? 
Petroskey: We moved on kind of a lark. We were 
going to go south to the Carolinas but they weren’t 
quite us. My wife and I came back to visit—we 
were sitting in the Bluebird Bar and we looked at 
each and said: why not here? I taught at the college 
(NMC) in the early ’90s and decided to retire for 
good in 1996 to focus on my paintings.

WPP: What would you say is your favorite 
painting you have done?
Petroskey: They’re all my favorite painting until I 
paint another one. I think that my signature paint
ing would be Mimi. I worked on it for 30 years.
I started changing the eye, and next thing I know 
I’m changing the whole thing. I think over time it 
became what it is now.

WPP: What advice would you give to students 
pursuing a career in artistry?
Petroskey: My counselor told me, just to be on 
the safe side, to have another major, like a teaching 
certificate. I would suggest that they have a dual 
career, something to fall back on. Art is a really 
hard thing; it takes a long time to take hold. You’re 
better off having something to fall back on.

• Room Rates: $400-$450/mo.
• Wireless Internet
• All utilities included!
■ Fully furnished rooms
• Downtown TC
• Month-to-month leasing

231 947 6360
1521/2 E. Front Street 

www.thewhitinghotel.com

355

DENNOS

MUSEUM

CENTER

The exhibit, Fred Petroskey: A Leelanau Portrait, will be on view 
at the Dennos Museum Center through April 2009.

The Dennos Museum Center is open 
Monday - Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00p.m.

Sunday, 1:00p.m. to 5:00p.m.
Call (231) 995-1055for more information 

or visit www.dennosmuseum.org
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 TOM INFIELD
The Philadelphia Inquirer

CHARLES TOWN, W.Va. - World War 
I took place so long ago — in a lost world of 
cavalry horses and biplanes — that its a little 
startling to meet Frank Buckles in the flesh.

The last known U.S. military veteran 
of World War I, Buckles turned 108 on 
Sunday, Feb. 1.

On Tuesday, as a winter storm moved 
in from the west, he sat in a nice blue 
blazer in a warm corner of his day room, 
surrounded by history books. Outside, 
white wisps blew across the pale stubble on 
the 330-acre cattle farm where he settled 
quietly in 1954 after what already had 
been a life’s worth of adventure in not one 
but two wars and as a commercial seafarer. 
Beyond lay the river town of Harpers 
Ferry, W.Va., and the Civil War battlefield 
at Antietam, Md.

Buckles said he had always known he 
would grow quite old. His father lived to 
be 97. He had a sister who was 104. Other 
relatives on his mothers side lived to be 100.

The national World War I veterans 
group, of which he is the commander and 
sole member, used to publish a newsletter. 
Each issue counted down the number of 
old doughboys still around. As the number 
got smaller and smaller, “I realized I’d 
be one of the last,” he said, “but I never 
thought I’d be ‘the last.’ “

He grinned slowly and added, “Of 
course, if it has to be somebody, it might 
as well be me.”

On Nov. 11, the 90th anniversary of 
the armistice that ended World War I, the 
secretary of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs recognized Buckles as “our last living

link” to that war. Buckles met President 
George W. Bush at the White House last 
year and was feted at the Pentagon.

He seems to have enjoyed the attention, 
but he isn’t eager to talk about the sadness 
and melancholy that must come with being 
the last of4,734,991 American military 
personnel during the war, in 1917 and 1918.

“Being the last is sort of a negative 
thing because it means all your buddies 
have gone before you, so he doesn’t 
dwell on that,” said Muriel Sue Kerr 
of Mount Vernon, Va., the longtime 
director of Buckles’ veterans group and the 
granddaughter of a World War I veteran.

Until he was in his 70s, Buckles each 
month smoked a pound of pipe tobacco 
and a box of cigars that he ordered from a 
shop in San Francisco.

He drove a car and a farm tractor until 
he was 102.

He’s still in good health — “for a man my 
age,” as he put it. A couple of years ago, his 
only child, Susannah, 53, moved in with 
him. His son-in-law built two new rooms on 
the ground floor of his 250-year-old house so 
he doesn’t have to climb stairs anymore.

He enjoyed telling the old, old stories 
— the funny ones, mostly. Like the time 
he tried to teach his father how to drive 
a Model T Ford on the Oklahoma farm 
where he grew up. On the way back to the 
house after a spin, his father forgot himself 
and yelled, “Whoa!” The car crashed 
through the gate.

If anyone could be said to embody the 
history of America, Buckles might be it.

He can remember talking to his 
grandmother, born in 1817. His

grandmother, in turn, could remember 
talking to her grandfather, who had been 
in the Revolutionary War. The first Buckles 
came from England to Philadelphia in 1702 
and married into a Quaker family in Bucks 
County. The clan moved to the upper 
Potomac River region in 1732, the year of 
George Washington’s birth.

Frank Woodruff Buckles was born Feb.
1, 1901. When World War I broke out in 
Europe in 1914, he was 13. He was still 
just 16 in 1917 when the United States 
entered the war against Germany, on the 
side of Britain and France.

He tried to join the Marines, but was 
rejected as too young. He tried the Navy, 
then the Army. He lied that he was unable 
to produce his birth certificate, and the 
Army let him in.

In December 1917, he sailed for 
Europe aboard the ocean liner Carpathia, 
converted into a troop ship. The Carpathia 
had rescued survivors of the Titanic 5 14 
years earlier.

After landing in England, Buckles 
worked as a military driver. He had to 
finagle his way to France. He never saw 
combat — “not close,” he said — but he 
was at least in the war theater. He was a 
corporal when he got home.

Having seen Paris, he couldn’t be kept 
down on the farm. He moved to New 
York City, where he worked for a bank. In 
another brush with history, he attended 
the Sunday Bible class at Fifth Avenue 
Baptist Church led by John D. Rockefeller 
Jr., heir to the Standard Oil fortune.

Banking was boring for him, so he 
decided to go to sea. He spent the 1920s 
and ‘30s sailing three oceans as a ship’s

officer. He hit ports up and down both 
coasts of South America, and visited the 
town of Vilcabamba in Ecuador’s “valley of 
longevity,” where people were said to live 
to be 110 or even 115. “I saw that I could 
live to be 100,” he said.

In 1940, he boarded a ship bound from 
San Francisco to the Philippines. He was in 
Manila when the Japanese attacked there 
a few hours after the raid on Pearl Harbor. 
When the Japanese invaded, he was among 
Western civilians taken prisoner.

He was held for 3 14 years at the Santo 
Tomas and Los Banos internment camps. 
He wouldn’t talk much about that time, 
except to say, “There was no mercy as far 
as the Japanese were concerned.” He once 
saw three men, British and Australian, 
nearly beaten to death.

Buckles, who had led daily fitness 
exercises in the camp, was almost the 
only one of 2,100 survivors who didn’t go 
directly to a hospital when they landed 
back in San Francisco, he said. Instead, he 
checked into a hotel.

He discovered that while he had been 
gone, his paychecks from his shipping 
company had been piling up at the 
Crocker Bank.

“I was starving, but I had money in the 
bank,” he said.

Until not long ago, he said, few people 
in the area knew he was a World War I 
veteran. He had no reason to mention it.

But as veterans dwindled to a few, he 
startecfto attract interest from journalists, 
history buffs and autograph-seekers.
He now even has a Web site, www. 
frankbuckles.org.
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“What’s your minor?”
With so many jobs lost during the current economic crisis, col

lege students are worried about a loss of opportunity.
Stories in the news about Harvard MBAs waiting in line at job fairs 

shed light on the singularity of the situation, but do not convey the 
widespread nature of the contraction currendy underway. Fact: when 

baristas are getting laid off, 
things are truly bad. This truly 
is happening, however, and it 
is a signal of a most worrisome 
question to college students ev
erywhere: “Will there be a job 
for me in what I want to do?”

Students on campus who 
are, right now, paging through 
college catalogs and thinking 
about what classes to take or 

where to transfer are faced with a future that looks less certain and 
more fluid than the futures of past generations.

In one respect, the problem is one of numbers. Every year, the 
nation’s colleges and universities graduate 1.4 million students on 
average. But in the last year alone, 2.6 million jobs have been lost - 
- and in those fields and professions to which college students aspire. 
Computer engineers, teachers, managers and IT consultants, many 
of whom have loads of experience and extra training beyond college, 
are out of work.

Recent news of layoffs in the service sector add to the pinch that 
college students are feeling, as these are the jobs that allow us to go 
to school in the first place.

But college has always been, in part, a mechanism of social orga
nization; it produces degreed workers and also delays their entry into 
the workforce until it is ready to accept them. These days, it is com
mon for someone to take five or six years to complete a bachelor’s 
degree. This has been a difficult but manageable process.

The difference today is that graduating college students expect to 
find a job that is related to their degree after, on average, six months 
post-graduation.

Because of this situation, we think that it is very important for 
students who are paging through catalogs to put just as much plan
ning into their minor as they do their major. Far too many students 
pick out the hat without planning for the peg to hang it on.

Our reasoning is simple: having a profitable “side gig” will help 
current and graduated students make it through those times when 
they are looking for their first “real” job. In uncertain times, it makes 
sense to be skilled at more than one thing. When the job market gets 
thin, the smart turn hybrid.

For example, in today’s job market, it would make perfect sense 
for a college student to be a graphic designer AND a welder, or a 
legal assistant AND a mechanic, or a CPA AND a photographer.

Being hybrid means being more adaptable to current conditions. 
That might mean selling your pottery or clothing designs online 
while you freelance copy for a local newspaper or marketing firm. Or 
maybe it means installing green energy equipment and teaching.

Being hybrid means reducing your exposure to risk during uncer
tain times. It could even mean being prepared to enter into another 
career without having to first return to school for retraining, if you 
have planned well and have luck on your side.

While we recognize that college is not only about getting a job, 
but becoming a better person, too, students dreaming of a success
ful future will have to be smarter about how they choose their elective 
classes. Choosing a smart major is, of course, important. But choosing 
a useful minor can be the difference between getting the most out of 
your college experience and just getting a ticket to graduate school.

Today’s college students are going to expect more from the educa
tion that is getting more and more expensive. They will have to be sav- 
vier about building a resume that can open the door of opportunity.

THE ISSUE:
The futures grim for college students

OUR VIEW:
Become multi-faceted: graduate with 

both a major and a minor

JAKE ERWAY
Press Staff Writter

EVOLUTION llftlitaaitiiox FINALLY.

Letter to the Editor
Dear WPP:

I read with interest the story about the 
“new” alternative energy course being offered 
at Northwestern Michigan College: Renewable 
Energy: An economical solution to an 
environmental problem. It is great news for NMC, 
our community, and our warming planet that 
NMC is focused on increased learning in this 
important area.

It might be interesting to know that NMC 
had an entire renewable energy program in the 
early ‘80s. The “energy crisis” had just swept 
across country, when environmental science 
instructor, Richard “Dick” Cookman, envisioned 
a comprehensive renewable energy program for 
NMC. The issues driving the program were the 
same that drive interest in the subject today— 
energy security, finite nonrenewable energy 
resources that damage the environment during 
their extraction, cost effective energy sources for 
future economic growth, and global warming from 
increased greenhouse gases.

Under the pragmatic leadership of the late

Joseph “Joe” Rogers, then Division Director for 
Science and Math at NMC, a program was created 
that could lead either to an Associates Degree 
alternative energy technician certificate or to a pre
engineering track for transfer students interested 
in solar, wind, biomass, and hydroelectric. As 
someone who took all of the core classes in the 
alternative energy program, I can enthusiastically 
state that it was a great program, although 
apparently somewhat before its time.

A quarter of a century later, I hope that NMC, 
the state of Michigan, our country, and the 
world continue to expand our intellectual and 
academic energy on finding creative solutions 
to the important issue of long-term energy 
sustainability. Good luck to Dr. Heins and all of 
his students. I hope that this class evolves into a 
new comprehensive program suitable for NMC’s 
21st century learners.

John Noonan
NMC, Class of 1983
231.631.0483

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts let
ters to the editor from members of the col
lege and community. Letters should be less 
than 400 words, typewritten, and signed 
with your name, address and phone number. 
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, 
spelling and length. Opinions expressed are 
not necessarily those of The White Pine 
Press staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686
BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 

BY FAX: (231)995-2110

IlBSilllB■■■■
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What has been your worst fashion mistake?
"I had purple pants and I 
wore a lime green shirt.
I also had blue shoes at 
the time."

TIFFANY ABBEY,
first year

"I'd have to say high- 
waisted jeans...mom 
pants."

HANNAH CURTIS,
first year

"Camel shorts and a 
flannel shirt."

MIKE MARY,
first year

"My pants with 
these shoes - Ree- 
boks and Dickies. I 
look like my father."

TRAVIS DUNAITIS,
former NMC student

"Not wearing a hat.

JOHN SMITH,
fifth year

"I don’t know what 
they're called - ruffled 
shirts."

ANNIE GROSTICK,
first year

SOUnD BYTES Finding a job in the drowning economy

"The killing will stop when somebody dominates. When 
somebody takes control." SHERIFF TONY ESTRADA of Santa 
Cruz County said there was so much violence on the other side of 
the border that many Mexican police officers and politicians had 
become virtual refugees in Nogales, Ariz. Source: New York Times

"She did not seek to have more children. She thought 
she was gonna have one more child, and it did not 
happen." ED SULEMAN'S daughter Nadya, already mother to six 
children, recently gave birth to octuplets conceived via in vitro 
fertilization. Source: United Press International

"We are mortified by last evening's Super Bowl 
interruption, and deeply apologize to our customers for 
the inappropriate programming," COMCAST CABLE said in a 
written statement. Football fans in Tucson, Ariz., saw ten seconds 
of pornography after a.Cardinals touchdown. Initial investigations 
suggest "an isolated malicious act." Source: CNN

"We are poor, but we are not stupid peasants. The 
lithium may be Bolivia's, but it is also our property,"
said FRANCISCO QUISBERT,the leader of Frutcas, a group of salt 
gatherers and quinoa farmers on the edge of Salar de Uyuni, the 
world's largest salt flat. Bolivia's salt flats are a rich source of 
lithium, a key component of hybrid cars. Source: New York Times

"Do you want to risk those sponsorship dollars when 
money is really, really tight? I think that some of 
them will think twice." JOE TERRIAN, assistant dean in the 
college of business at Marquette University, thinks there may be 
consequences for recent photographs of Michael Phelps taking a 
hit from a marijuana pipe. Source: International Herald Tribune

"That was four barrels we just lost. We would need all 
of that sauce for Super Bowl Sunday." MARY FLEMING 
comments on the chicken wing sauce - about 200 gallons - that 
spilled into the street outside of Archie Moore's restaurant in 
Fairfield, CT, after a truck mishap. A state Haz-mat team was 
summoned for cleanup. Source: The News-Times

■
 LAURA EARLE

Press Staff Writer

The current state of Michigan’s economy seems to 
be taking the phrase “poor college student” to an en
tirely new level. These days, we students are resorting 
to balancing school with a handful of part-time, dead
end jobs simply in order to pay our tuition costs.

However, the real dilemma now is: How on earth does 
one get a job in the first place? If you’re a student reading 
this, chances are you’ve filled out so many job applications 
that you know your social security number by heart, and 
there’s a special little niche in your brain devoted to the 
reciting of a long, enthusiastic spiel about your outgoing
ness and love of working with the public. And how many 
copies of your resume do you have stockpiled somewhere? 
Unfortunately, a resume and self-proclaimed outgoingness 
alone aren’t going to do the trick anymore.

Here are some hopefully helpful hints that may 
aid you in your search...

So you’ve been told since you were (what?) four
teen—back when you were trying to get that job at (in
sert any fast food joint here) so you wouldn’t have to beg 
your parents for money whenever you needed it—that 
springtime and the holiday season are the best times to 
job-hunt, right? This is true, in most cases. However, in
stead of dropping off your applications and resumes in 
the middle of May or the end of November (which is 
when everyone else interested in the job will be doing 
the same thing), try beginning your job hunt sometime 
in March if you’re interested in a summer job, or some
time in mid/late October if you want to work over win
ter break. If your application is one of the first ones filed, 
you’ll probably score one of the first interviews.

While you’re at it, ask to speak with the manager. 
Personally letting the manager know that you’re in
terested in being part of his “team” helps you give a 
good first impression.

Speaking of good first impressions, remember to 
dress maturely. Khakis and a solid-colored, collared

shirt are always safe.
You don’t have to limit yourself to businesses that 

have posted “Help Wanted” signs or advertisements. 
Simply walking into a place at which you would 
consider working and inquiring about employment 
opportunities never hurts.

As your job-hunt progresses, keep your collection 
of apps in your car, or in your purse (in a folder, so 
they don’t crease) if it’s big enough. A manager who 
sees a wad of apps in your hand will immediately 
assume that being hired by him, specifically, is not 
your top priority; therefore, he may not consider 
you for a potential employee as much as he would a 
person who walks in sans-apps.

Want to make sure a business at which you’ve 
applied has read over your app? Give them a call 
and, again, remind them you’re interested (and how 
much you love working with others, perhaps...).

Having “connections” always helps—a lot. Ask 
friends and family members about their places of 
work; if you’re interested in working at any place 
they mentioned, ask that a good word be put in for 
you. Then, go ahead and fill out an app. Make sure 
to mention who referred you to the job opening.

Start looking for ways to build your credentials. 
Volunteering is a great way to do this. Listing a few 
volunteering gigs on an app shows the manager that 
you aren’t some lazy kid looking for easy money. Also, 
nothing proves to a manager that you do, indeed, 
enjoy working with the public better than a descrip
tion of a local blood drive or senior citizen home at 
which you volunteered on your app.

If you think you’ll need more than one job, try 
to get employed at places whose peak business times 
are at different points in the year. This way, once 
business winds down at one of your places-of-work 
(and your hours are cut...), your other (or one of 
your other...) job(s) will be entering its peak season 
and will be able to offer you more hours.

Best of luck with your job-hunting!
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I wonder which oneIt's Tuesday, everyone! 
Let's talk about our 
bodies!!

YOU LL discover next?
wooooo I'm not sure I'd want to 

be with someone who 
describes their own body 
as "surprising”.

it’s not "oh gosh i 
gosh I didn't know 
that smell could 
exist" 24/7!

There's good 
AEl surprises too!

Really? Because if you had wings
on your back, that would look 
incredible in this amazing death 
metal sort of way, and they might 
even give you limited flight

abilities. I'd say 
thaT's M0RE 

IW-S perfect! —
J* . I'd say it's^wi (
/-■ .-;-i so much more'5\\ct \ 

e I perfect, in
L fact, that T \2

You really think your 
body is perfect, don't 
you? i

Honestly, I / 
don't see / 

■F// any f 1 aws ! '

I used ) 
to be 
better at 
imagination

(c) 2009 Fyan worth * qw&h 12, t om

rwDNDERMARK w D*ii> Mauu ! came and gel it at WNDEKMAK.lt.COM

XKCD by Randall Munroe • "Ninja Turtles"

Leonardo Michelangelo

Notoriety as a
~t

Rewssance artist

NlNJft TURTLE

afewbi,rFinish strong atom
V /

nation's top universities.
1 Ik I

'<•<?, 'j
rf
U.S. News& World Report

& ■

Not only is Western Michigan University highly rated by those keeping 
score, but we work with your Northwestern Michigan College advisors to 

ensure you get more of the credits you've earned. Western is distinguished 

by an engaged faculty with a number of experts who are leaders in their 

fields. They are all about providing real-world experience and keeping 
you and your degree on schedule. Add to that over 230 degrees and some 

of the highest ranked programs in the nation, and you realize you'ie not 

just on a career path you're on a bullet train!

Top schools in Engineering, Nursing, Aviation,
Music and Business 

Over 230 degree programs

Transfer scholarships available from $1,000 to $6,000

WESTERN MICHIGAN
University

Admissions: (269) 387-2000 • wmich odu/adinissiotis/trnnsfer
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Caged aggression releases 
its fury at The Terminal

■
 STEPHANIE DERSCHEID
Press Staff Writer

Make plans now to attend an unfor
gettable event on Friday, February 13th. 
“Caged Aggression 4: Fight Clubs Meet 
the Night Club” will be held at The Termi
nal, formerly known as Streeters.

Cage fighting is a full contact sport, 
merging several forms of martial arts, 
mainly kickboxing and jiu-jitsu. It is de
rived from the Greeks who would fight 
to the death in coliseums. Modern mixed 
martial art (MMA) fights, however, are 
ended simply by knockout or tap out. Ini
tially based on finding the most effective 
martial arts for real life unarmed combat 
situations, MMA is not for street brawl
ers looking for a fight. This sport concen
trates on grappling and striking techniques 
to safely control and if necessary submit an 
attacker. It is the preferred art for security 
and military personnel.

Christos Piliofus trains competitors for

the event at Seung-ni Martial Arts Acad
emy in Traverse City. He has been involved 
in MMA for 22 years and is certified in Bra
zilian Jiu-Jitsu, Russian Sambo and accom
plished in Pancration. Chistos has traveled 
all over the United States training martial art 
students and has witnessed the rapid growth 
in interest and involvement of MMA, declar
ing “this is probably one of the fastest grow
ing sports today.” Piliofus credits the increase 
in MMA membership to the sport’s effective
ness; involving intense cardio, several martial 
arts and self-defense capabilities, MMA is an 
all-around workout.

Joshua Fisher is an NMC student and 
security guard by day.. .and a fighter by 
night. He agrees with Piliofus by stating 
that “the sport is only going to continue 
to grow.” New to the art, he will have to 
train for a while before competing in tour
naments. He is still passionately involved

in the sport, as any member must be. He 
stresses the importance of staying in shape 
and eating healthfully. Practice is three 
grueling hours of a highly demanding 
workout four days a week. Practice sessions 
portray the relentless discipline that goes 
into training, consisting of rigid cardio for 
the first hour, followed by introductions 
to new techniques and then students’ at
tempts to emulate each move. Throughout 
the punching, kicking, and choke holds, 
the mens faces are like stone, serious and 
focused on the task at hand.

Wearing only mouth guards, groin pro
tectors and shorts, fighters do face danger 
when stepping into the ring. Joshua says 
fighting is similar to playing chess. “If you 
make the wrong move, you’re gonna be 
hurting.” Some training sessions have even 
ended with cleaning blood off the mats. 
They always make sure to have doctors and

paramedics on-site during each tournament.
The threat of danger isn’t enough to 

scare away some women, however. Ihere 
are currently a few female fighters training 
at Seung-ni, though not enough to match 
up competitively and contend in the tour
naments yet.

The event at The Terminal will feature 
20 matches, consisting of three rounds, 
three minutes each. Several Northwestern 
Michigan College students will be compet
ing. “It gets pretty explosive!” says Joshua 
of the fights. “I don’t know of anything 
else in this town that will give you so much 
entertainment for five hours straight!”

You must be 18 years old to attend the 
event and buy a ticket, which can be pur
chased by calling the box office at (231)932- 
1300. Tickets are $35 for cage-side seats and 
$25 for all other seats. But anywhere you sit, 
it’s going to be a great show!

5
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The good, the bad and the philanthropic of Google Earth 5.0
On February 2, A1 Gore was on hand at San Franciscos 

California Academy of Sciences to announce the beta of 
Google Earth 5.0. A free program from Google that lets users 
browse detailed satellite images from all over the globe.

TECHNO 
BABBLE

■
 TOM AUCH
Press Staff Columnist

New features include the ability to let users navigate 
beneath the surface of the ocean and explore how our 
oceans look and function. Other features include being able 
to go back in time and compare historical images to those 
of today (fun but not too useful for most of us). Explore 
planet Mars in 3D (oh boy). Also a way to record your 
searches and movements, as little movies, to play later for 
education, business, or entertainment.

After a short download and installation my Vista 
computer crashed within a minute. Nice start. I quickly 
rebooted and went for a little swim in the Pacific Ocean. I 
must say I was a litde disappointed. From a distance, you 
can see the deep trenches and currents but when you zoom 
below the surface, it becomes nothing but a blur.

There are some fascinating informational fly outs about 
cool little underwater creatures, shipwrecks and points of 
interest but for the most part it’s about as intoxicating as 
Google Sky (unless of course you teach astronomy).

There were a few point of interest. One is the movie 
maker/video capture feature. Click the record button and 
it tracks all your movements and searches. Once you finish 
recording and have saved it, you can make the file available 
on the web, use it in a PowerPoint, or send it email. This 
could be very useful for a geography teacher or a real estate 
agent to name a few.

Another interesting aspect is Googles push to become a 
platform for science and research.

Google’s Earth Outreach program gives non-profits 
and honorable organizations the tools and resources needed 
to reach out to the masses.

It’s why AL Gore was on hand with Google’s CEO Eric 
Schmidt, and Jimmy Buffett who took turns describing 
Google's new world. “A world in which Google could use 
its powerful imagery to support and promote earth friendly 
projects,” said Gore.

Projects are growing by the minute. These were a few 
listed on the Google Earth Outreach web site.

The Genocide in Darfur Africa has been a horrific 
event of the past decade. Hundreds of thousands have been 
murdered and mutilated. The culprits contend that it’s only 
a myth, but Google maps show otherwise. Hundreds of 
villages on fire and sites of mass graves have created a public 
awareness that have resulted in a museum and millions of 
dollars raised for the victims.

The Alaskan wilderness is being developed at an 
astounding rate. The Sierra Club’s motto is “Explore, Enjoy, 
and Protect the Planet.” They're using Google Earth to

protect Alaska. Their maps have shown how the pipeline 
has interrupted the migratory patterns of many wild 
animals and birds.

Jane Goodall, from the Institute on Wildlife in 
Tanzania Africa (the chimp lady) said she loves it. “We 
decided to use Google Earth because it presented us with 
an unprecedented way to bring our potential donors to the 
places in the world where we work. Google Earth gave us 
a canvas on which we can vividly illustrate disappearing 
habitats and the effects of poverty, including deforestation 
and unsustainable farming—all with the click of a mouse” 
(Google Earth Outreach web site).

There’s no question, computer maps are a great way for 
organizations to display and communicate, promote ideas 
and issues, and plan and organize events. Online mapping 
can help people see and understand information, problems, 
and solutions, whether in Traverse City, or across the world. 
It provides a simple interface and detailed imagery to put it 
all into perspective.

Google Earth is far from perfect as those around 
here know. Images can be blurry and searches inaccurate. 
Traverse City, for example, is clear east of US 31 and blurry 
and unrecognizable to the west. (Apparently not enough 
images have been submitted to get the 40% to 60 % 
overlap in order to get rid of the curve in atmosphere).

Google Earth has been downloaded more than 500 
million times since it was launched in 2005. The software 
is available for free on Google's website. Researchers and 
organizations can purchase a more powerful version for $400.

f.-■ . ..

■lll» PREPARE YOURSELF 
TO EXCEL

- NIGHT SKY
By JERRY DOBEK, NMC Astronomy Instructor

(for FEB. 5 - FEB. 11 2009)

■

Liberal Studies Degree

,f ' | ~ Areds of Emphasis:

Environmental advocacy 
Nonprofit leadership

-• Communication arts 
Child development 
Social work

- ‘ Human services

Earn a bachelor's degree in Liberal Studies. This customized degree program lets you 

study topics most relevant to your career goals. You develop your own' course of study, in 

consultation with your advisor, in areas of emphasis such as pre-law, environmental 

advocacy, nonprofit leadership, communication arts, child development, social work, or 
other human services. Plus, the flexible curriculum makes it easier to use your previous 

college credit to complete the degree. It’s your time to excel. Call or visit us online for 
more information about the Liberal Studies program at Grand Valley in Traverse City. 
gvsu.edu/traverse I 231.995.1785 I 888.922.1785

GrandVmily
State University

Traverse City 
regional Center

Venus, Saturn, 
Mercury
The “evening star” Venus is 
nearing its greatest brilliance 
and remains in the south
western skies until 9 p.m.
At that time Saturn is rising 
in the east. Saturn’s rings are 
nearly edge on with only a 
two-degree tilt. Viewing the 
ringed planet through the 
telescope reveals a bland orb 
with bright extensions on ei
ther side. Mercury is now in 
the early morning skies rising 
about 45 minutes before the 
Sun. Mercury will reach its 
greatest altitude in the morn
ing skies next Friday. The re
maining planets are hided in 
the glare of the Sun.

Comets, full 
moons, lunar 
Eclipses
Comet Lulin continues to 
rise higher in the early morn
ing skies. This comet is still a 
binocular or telescope object, 
with hopes of brightening 
by the end of February. The 
comet is currently moving 
through Libra into Virgo. 
The full moon for Sunday, 
February 9 will begin as a 
penumbral eclipsed moon. 
Unfortunately, this eclipse 
will only be visible from the 
Asian side of Earth. The next 
lunar eclipse, another pen
umbral, will occur on July 7 
beginning just before 
moon set.

it

This weeks Open Viewing is Saturday, February 7from 8-10p.m. 
For a schedule of Open House dates and times, visit 

httpdlwww. nmc. edu/rogersobservatory.

•»
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Don't do it in the dark!

WAKEUP
If you’re lucky, you’re still sleeping when it’s 

“time to make the doughnuts.”
We asked Joni Caputa, a pastry chef of two years 

at Bittersweet Pastry Shop in Chicago’s Lakeview 
neighborhood, how she manages to kick the sand
man to the curb at 4:15 every morning.

“I don’t let myself set a snooze on my alarm, and 
I put my alarm across the room,” Caputa said.

Once she’s vertical, “I have coffee immediately 
from an automatic coffee maker, and I need a glass 
of cold water to wake up.”
FALL ASLEEP

Whether you suffer from insomnia or are just 
having an off night, the solution is mostly mind 
over matter.

No gadgets, no pills, no hypnotism, just some 
sound advice from Northwestern Memorial Hospi
tal’s Dr. Lisa Woofe, a physician who specializes in 
sleep medicine.

Set your internal clock.
“Have stringent times for getting into and out of 

bed,” Woofe said. “Your body has a clock that helps 
regulate your brain when you’re awake and asleep, and 
your body will autostart the sleep process accordingly.”

Get steamed. “Before bed, take a hot shower and 
then enter a relatively cool bedroom,” Woofe rec
ommended as a way to copy the natural effects of a 
warming sun setting.

“Imagine an ancient man living out on a prairie.
When the sun goes up, you get up, when the sun 

sets, you sleep...and when the sun goes down it gets 
cooler. In modern society, we regulate lights and the 
body gets disconnected from the environment.”

Let there not be light.
“Get both bright light, like sunlight, in the 

morning and avoid bright lights in the evening,” 
Woofe said.

“And for shift workers, if you’re a third-shift per
son and you leave work at 10 a.m., put sunglasses 
on when you go outside.”

Work it out. “During daytime, make sure you get 
exercise. It helps sleep at night, especially for those 
over the age of 60, for whom staying asleep is a big 
issue,” said Woofe, who cited studies done at North
western’s sleep center by her colleague Dr. Phyllis 
Zee. “Research has shown that exercise during the 
day is better than a sleeping pill.” Woofe also says to 
complete all activity two hours before sleep time.

Put the brakes on your brain. “Keep a worry 
diary in your bedroom, so when you’re thinking, ‘I 
can’t forget to get that fax at the office’ or ‘I have to 
remember to go to the post office,’ write that in the 
diary and put it next to your bed,” says Woofe.

Another way to distract a restless mind is to fill 
it with peaceful pictures.

“With imagery therapy, you come up with a 
pleasurable image, such as a beautiful vacation on 
the beach, and you concentrate on how the sun 
feels on your face, the sand on your toes, the cute 
guy bringing you drinks,” she said.

Woofe warned not to sleep in to make up for 
the lost hours at night. “Keep a fixed wake-up time, 
and get up and go about your day.

It’s an investment in good sleep,” she said. “The 
next night you should be tired enough to fall asleep 
on time. A little bit of pain today means good sleep 
for tomorrow.”

DON'T DO IT 
IN THE DARK

■
ALEXANDER BRAND
Press Staff Columnist

Let’s talk about sex.
My name is Alex Brand, and I am in no way, shape, or form an expert 

on human sexuality, nor do I claim to be. But what I can offer you is an 
open mind and ear to any and all questions, comments or discussion that 
anyone wishes to offer on issues of gender, human sexuality or culture 
that may be on your mind.

I’m asking and challenging students to send in their ideas or questions 
to me, for I am happy and willing to discuss them and offer guidance and 
help with the troubles that you may be dealing with. If anyone wishes to 
send in their thoughts, please feel free to email them to my personal ad
dress at Abrand87@gmail.com, and I will gladly take a look and respond 
thoroughly.

I’m excited to begin this journey with you and look forward to devel
oping a better relationship with all of you. Hope to hear from you soon!

Find your Writing Center
L* Need help | 

with a paper? 
Want to become 
a better writer? 

Stop by the
Writing Center 

for an
\ appointment 

today! X

Scholar's Hall

Call (231) 995-1189
or email writingcenter@nmc.edu

We know you by name 
at the M with the flame

You're never just a number at Madonna University, because of our 16:1 
student to faculty ratio. Small class sizes mean more personalized instruction 
from professors who want you to succeed. And, "Your success is our greatest 
achievement," is more than a slogan, it's the way you are treated by staff and 
professors alike. Madonna University — Michigan's most affordable, Catholic, 
liberal arts university — combines career preparation with service learning to 
nurture your intellectual, spiritual and personal growth. _

36600 Schoolcraft Rd., Livonia, Ml 48150
www.madonna.edu

734-432-5339
MADONNA
UNIVERSITY

Wisdom from above

*
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Taken takes it away
■
 KENDALL SPRATT

Press Staff Writer

Bryan, a former secret agent living in the US is 
played by Liam Neeson. You will probably recognize 
his voice because he is the voice of Aslan from the 
Narnia movies. Bryan is divorced and has retired to 
get reacquainted with his 17-year-old daughter Kim, 
who is played by Maggie Grace - mostly known for 
her role in The Jane Austen Book Club.

Kim lives with her mom, Lenore (Famke Jans
sen), and step-father, Stuart (Xander Berkeley).

Kim wants to va
cation in Europe 
with her friend 
Amanda (Katie 
Cassidy), and to
gether follow U2’s 

European tour. 
Kims mother 

gives her

OK, but since Kim 
fears that Bryan will not 
consent, she pretends that 
they will only stay in Paris.
Reluctantly, Bryan agrees.

At the airport in Paris the 
girls meet a cute, seemingly 
friendly young man named 
Peter with whom they share 
a taxi to the house where 
they’ll be staying. Peter reports 
the address to the Albanian Mafia, 
who then abduct the girls. Kim hap
pens to be in the bathroom on the phone 
with her dad when she sees the men take 
Amanda - because of this, Bryan is able to gain critical 
information before Kim is taken as well.

Bryan learns that he will only have a 96 hour win
dow to retrieve his daughter before she is lost in the 
world of human trafficking forever. With that knowl
edge, he leaves for Paris with only his skills, love for “ 
his daughter and determination to get her back.

The beginning starts off rather slowly, but it’s 
not bad because the back story is needed. At first 
I felt a little sorry for Bryan because he is lonely, 
and when he goes to Kim’s 17th birthday party he 
brings her a karaoke machine, while her stepfa
ther gives her a horse. He feels inadequate to please 
his daughter. Also Lenore, his ex-wife, undermines

him every step of the way. But unlike the daugh
ter in Live Free, Die Hard, who is hateful to her fa
ther and only relies on him when in trouble, Kim 
is sweet and loves her dad even though you get the 
sense that because of his job he wasn’t there for her 
much during her childhood.

Although Maggie Grace is a grown woman of 
twenty-six, she plays a convincing seventeen-year- 
old. Everything about Kim is made to seem sweet 
and innocent, like she is still daddy’s little girl. She 
is dressed in a lot of floral print dresses and tennis 
shoes. She wears a lot of head bands and when leav
ing for Paris she is wearing a jean jacket with bright 
pink and purple studs on the back. Instead of being 
corny though, it is pulled off perfectly! I found my
self even more worried for her safety. Her friend 
Amanda, who is nineteen, is seen as more “worldly- 
wise” than Kim and becasue of this I was less wor

ried for her.
Bryan kills whoever gets 

in his way of finding his 
daughter, but despite 

the electrocutions, 
car crashes,

gun shots to the face and other body parts, there is 
hardly any blood. If you happen to be too squea
mish to stomach movies like Man on Fire, any of 
the first three Die Hard movies, or the Patriot, but 
still enjoy the heart pounding thrill of an action 
movie then I recommend this film. Even though 
this film is handling the material of human sex traf- 
ficing and prostitution, I believe it is dealt with del
icately and with as much taste as possible. I believe 
that for this reason this would be a great film to 
watch with a younger audience (13-15 years old), 
and discuss the elimates of being safe online, in for
eign countries and even in America.

This movie was a cross between Man on Fire, 
Jason Bourne, and Live Free, Die Hard.

It was a nail biter! Every situation Bryan 
gets into I had to ask myself, “Now how 
is he going to get out of this?!” I knew 
he had to come out on top, but I was 
still on the edge of my seat throughout 
the latter part of the movie.

I loved this movie and thought it a 
very worthwhile film to see.

Taken is rated PG-13 for intense se
quences of violence, disturbing themat
ic material, sexual content, some drug 
references and language.

★★★ir

Shedding light (and 
sound, and film) on 

Oscar-winning techies
I
 NORA STONE

Press A&E Editor

Let’s be honest. The biggest Academy Award nominations are a 
bit overhyped. Best Picture, Best Actor, Best Actress - if you haven’t 
heard who’s up for an award this year, you either don’t care about the 
Oscars or you’ve been stuck in a closet for the past two weeks.

What about everybody else? It’s called the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences for a reason. But have you ever heard of the 
Science and Technical Achievement Awards?

The Sci-Tech Awards will be given to the unsung heroes of the 
motion picture industry at a dinner ceremony on February 7, about 
two weeks before the main Oscar broadcast. Sometimes - if an 
Award of Merit, which comes with that coveted golden statue, is 
awarded - it’s taped and you’ll see snippets edited into Oscar Night, 
but those are usually the times everybody chooses to jump up and 
grab more snacks.

2009 will be different. This year’s outstanding techies are honored 
below by the White Pine Press:

• The Gorden E. Sawyer Award (ah Oscar statue) goes to Ed Cat- 
mull, president of Walt Disney and Pixar Animation Studios, for 
“his lifetime of technical contributions and leadership in the field of 
computer graphics.”

• The John A. Bonner Medal of Commendation (a medallion) 
goes to Mark Kimball, a computer scientist and motion picture tech
nologist, given “in appreciation for outstanding service and dedica
tion in upholding the high standards of the Academy.”

• A Scientific and Engineering Award (a bronze tablet) goes to 
Erwin Melzner, Volker Schumacher, and Timo Muller for the Arri- 
max 18/12 lighting fixture.

• A Scientific and Engineering Award goes to Bruno Coumert, 
Jacques Debize, Dominique Chervin, and Christophe Reboulet for 
the “compact and lightweight Angenieux 15-40 and 28-76 zoom 
lenses for handheld motion picture photography.”

• A Scientific and Engineering Award goes to Jacques Delacoux 
and Alexandre Leuchter for the Transvideo video assist monitors.

• A Technical Achievement Award (a certificate) goes to Steve 
Hylen for “the further development of the Hylen Lens System.”

Though the famous faces and their talent are what draw people to 
the movies - and to the Oscars - the Brad Pitts and Meryl Streeps of the 
world would be out of a job if it weren’t for those who work with camer
as, computers, lights, and sound to actually make the films come to life.

Standard Oscar coverage will continue next week — but for now, 
we A&E dorks are officially saluting the Sci-Tech geeks. Thanks, 
guys; without your special effects, your animation, and all the para
phernalia of the movin’ pitchers, all our favorite movies would be a 
lot less fun to watch.
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Sweet Honey sings, 
Traverse City rocks

■
 NORA STONE
Press A&E Editor

“It’s goosebumps and tears and laughter and a 
totally spiritual experience... This is [going to be] a 
special one,” says Sam Porter about Sweet Honey In 
The Rock, an a cappella group that his production 
company, Porterhouse Productions, is bringing to 
the City Opera House on February 13.

Sweet Honey was founded in 1973 in Washing
ton D.C., and though the members have changed 
during their 35 years of concerts and albums, 
their sound has consistently remained as rich and 
nourishing as the honey that gives them their name 
— from Psalm 81:16: “But you would be fed 
with the finest of wheat; with honey from the 
rock I would satisfy you.”

The sextet (today consisting of Ysaye 
Maria Barnwell, Nitanju Bolade Casel, Aisha 
Kahlil, Carol Maillard, Louise Robinson, and 
Shirley Childress Saxton) has been nominated 
for several Grammy Awards - including one 
in 2008 for their latest album, Experi
ence. ..101 — and have sung all over the 
world, from Cuba to Europe to China 
and Japan.

But the beauty of the ensemble 
comes from a place far beyond their 
international and critical acclaim. The roots of Sweet 
Honeys music go deep into its African American 
heritage, send tendrils toward spirituality and the civil 
rights movement, and result in flowering songs that 
discuss difficult subjects - racism, justice, violence - in 
beautiful music.

Their style is wide-ranging yet instantly recogniz
able. Drawing on gospel, blues, African chants, jazz, 
rap, reggae, and more, there is a Sweet Honey song 
for everyone - even the deaf and hard-of-hearing. 
Saxton is a professional American Sign Language in
terpreter who’s been part of the ensemble since 1992. 
According to Porter, a special section will be reserved 
for ASL-speaking members of the audience.

Sweet Honey In The Rock is returning to

Traverse City for the first time since performing at 
Interlochen in 2006. The show will celebrate Black 
History Month with special guest Po’ Girl, organic 
chocolates and local honey. You can find ticket in
formation at www.cityoperahouse.org, or by calling 
the Opera House at 941-8082.

Production company with an alternative edge
“This show has more good work and community 

energy wrapped up in it than almost any show I’ve 
done in my twelve years,” says Porter. The Sweet Honey 

show is just one of his ideas to bring some new 
excitement to the Traverse City scene.

“It’s music, arts, ideas, community,” he 
said, summing up the Porterhouse Produc
tions mission statement in four words. 
Recently returned to Michigan after years

in Montana, he’s committed to promoting a wide 
variety of culture and entertainment in the area 

- and to community involvement, from 
teenagers to college students to small busi
nesses to mayor Michael Estes, who will be 

introducing Sweet Honey In The Rock.
Porter is also happy to be bringing Brett Den- 

nen to the Opera House later in February, as well 
as Ani DiFranco in April; other future events will 
hopefully include youth programming, sustain
ability conferences, and a TC bike swap, as well as 
more great music.

“I’m not really in the business of show business, 
[but] the business of communication. The arts are a 
powerful stage for leadership and change, and that’s 
the foundation of what we hope to bring,” said Porter.

“I want [people] to know that we’re an open 
contact point for Traverse City. I’m invested into 
this community forever. I’d love for people to join 
us in this co-creative dance - sounds kind of hippy! 
- of what we want our future to look like around 
here, things that will define the future of our planet 
long after we’re gone.”

SWEET HONEY IS Shirley Childress Saxton, Nitanju Bolade Casel, Louise Robinson, 
Ysaye Maria Barnwell, Carol Maillard, and Aisha Kahlil.

New on DVD

Rock’n’Rolla-1/27
Watching Rock’n’Rolla is like being shot at by hundreds of guns at the 
same time - except instead of bullets, it’s plot nuances, adrenaline- 
riddled action scenes and biting one-liners that are flying at you.

Directed by the acclaimed Brit Guy 
Ritchie {Snatch and Lock, Stock, 
and Two Smoking Barrels} and 
starring Gerrard Butler (P.S. I Love 
You and 300), it is an intertwining 
audio/visual onslaught filled slick 
gangsters, fast women and millions 
of dollars spit out of a Coen-Broth- 
ersesque machine fueled by testos
terone and napalm - and although 
the characterization is a bit rough, 
and at times the dialogue can seem 
less than relevant, I would still have 
to recommend it to anyone looking 
for a quick thrill but reluctant to 
suffer the long-term consequences 
of drug abuse and solicitation.

Upcoming Releases

3 February
The Fray - The Fray
Young Dubliners — Saints and 
Sinners
The Red Jumpsuit Apparatus - 
You Better Pray
Bow Wow - New Jack City, Part 2

9 February
- It’s Not Me, IPs You

_ove — Nobody ’s 
The Ecstatic

Lily Allen
Courtney 
Mos Def -

Garfield 947-8820 & N. US 31 South 946-4545
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Adam Solomon and Tikisa at the Dennos Museum, February 6 at 
8 p.m. Kenyan-born Solomon plans to play a high energy Afro-Beat 
and Blues show. Tickets are $25 in advance and $28 at the door. For 
more information, please visit www.dennosmuseum.org.

Maritime Academy open house, February 7 from 10 a.m until 2 
p.m. The Great Lakes Maritime Academy will open its doors to the 
public for tours and informational sessions. Call 231-995-1200 for 
more information.

The Great Indoor Folk Festival at Building 50, February 7 from 
noon until 5:30 p.m. Stop by The Mercado at Building 50 to enjoy 
over 40 local folk artists. Kids activities and an open mic will also be 
provided. Email info@northernexpress.com for more information.

“Turning Away From Hate” at Milliken Auditorium, February 
10'at 7 p.m. Former white supremacist T.J. Leyden will speak about 
his experiences as a Neo-nazi recruiter and activist and explain his 
change of heart. Admittance is free. Visit www.dennosmuseum.org 
for more information.

Polar Bear Dip in Empire, February 14 at 2 p.m. Jump in South 
Bar Lake to celebrate the spirit of winter.

Masonic Lodge Pancake Breakfast in Acme, February 14 from 7 
a.m. until noon. For directions, visit www.acmetownship.com.

Breathe Owl Breathe Valentine’s Day Concert in Leland, February 
14 at 8 p.m. The Old Art Building in Leland will host the band and 
provide chocolates and good cheer. Tickets are $12 for adults and $5 
for students and are available at Leelanau Books in Leland and Bril
liant Books in Suttons Bay.

Arts of Mongolia Family Day at the Dennos Museum, Febru
ary 21 from 11 a.m. until 3 p.m. Bring the kids to enjoy story
telling, writing, hands-on art and more. An Da Union, a dynamic 
music group from Inner Mongolia, will perform at 1 p.m. For in
formation about activities and admissions, please visit www.den- 
nosmuseum.com.

Classifieds
EBAY BAY

Got extra stuff lying around? TVs, microwaves, 
lamps, dogs? You drop it off, we'll sell it for 
you! Call Shibes at (231) 649.1221 or reach us at 
michaelheibel@yahoo.com.

INTERNS NEEDED!
We are a medium-sized documentary film produc
tion company looking for interns. This is a fantastic 
opportunity to learn about the ins and outs of docu
mentary film. Your involvement will depend on your 
interests and dedication; tasks include everything 
from research to screening footage, and more. The 
internship is unpaid, but students receive a $15 sti- 
pend/day. Please send resumes and cover letter to 
mkania@goldflat.com and katrina@goldflat.com.

GET PAID, NOT PLAYED
Thanks to the initiative showed by the students who 
responded to our calls for White Pine Press staffers, 
only one position remains open: distribution 
manager. If you are interested in helping deliver 
NMC's premier publication, get in touch! (231)
995.1173 or whitepinepress@gmail.com.

CALENDAR 1 4Self and spirituality in the environment
SELF & SPIRITUALITY 
IN THE ENVIRONMENT

■
 AMANDA CAMPBELL
Press Staff Columnist

What are we talking about here? What is the Self? 
What is Spirituality? And which Environment?

The Self.. .a sense of self, the ego, the SELF 
sages speak of as that which is larger than the per
sonal “I” we believe ourselves to be...

Spirituality.. .believing in something Great
er than ones self.. .an experience of that some
thing. . .a practice surrounding that something.. .a 
way to connect with life, people, nature, an Infi
nite Being of some sort.

Environment.. .the backdrop of ones experi
ence, the setting in which experiences are had, the 
natural world and all its elements

What do you, your beliefs and your practices 
have to do with the Environment.. .how do they 
connect with it, affect it .. .how might it affect 
you and your spirituality?

Environment affects every aspect of us. Our 
brain chemistry, our emotions, our body tem
perature, our intuition is affected. We also af
fect our environment. It is an interactive and 
symbiotic relationship.

A column on spirituality and the environ
ment. How do these connect. For some it may 
be obvious. For others it may be mind bog
gling to come up with a hint of connection.
For me it is this...that all things are inter
twined, that there is not a separation between

this and that. That is the spirituality that I as
pire to practice moment to moment. This does 
not look any certain way on the outside of me. 
The dance is done in any environment under 
all circumstances and it is my job to figure out 
how to notice this truth and appreciate it.

Here is an example of practical connection be
tween environment and spirit: The snow seems to 
be falling from a heavy grey sky like the depres
sion which hangs heavy around the neck of many 
souls I meet today. Is it the weather, the economy 
or an underlying theme in this society? Do any of 
these things have an effect on human existence?
If so, what control does the human have in re
claiming a sense of rightness to replace the depres
sion? One can not change the weather, nor can 
she change the economy. One can not change an 
acceptable thread in society overnight either.

To come, we will dance this dance together as 
we take a look at campus connections Environ
mental Sustainability. We will also look at local 
ways to live in alignment with the planet. During 
this dance, I welcome your input and wonderings. 
It is good to be forming this relationship. Con
tact me at: bluelotusofeion@gmail.com Namaste.

Amanda Campbell is an activist, writer and 
meditation specialist. Her passion follows nature 
and the evolution of human consciousness.

1 in 4 people ages 18-24 have had a sexually
transmitted infection. Hmmm.

NMC info on the go!
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Google
Earth 
expands 
reach to 
oceans
I

 PAUL ROGERS
San Jose Mercury News THE EUROPEAN SPACE AGENCY (ESA) has teamed up with Google Earth to enable 

ESA satellite content.

Starting Tuesday, if you want to explore 
the worlds oceans—from the bottom of 
Monterey Bay to Australia’s Great Barrier 
Reef—you won’t need a scuba tank or sub
marine, only a home computer and Inter
net connection.

Expanding its popular Google Earth 
software, Google on Monday unveiled 
an aquatic component—think “Google 
Ocean”—that aims to turn everyone into 
Jacques Cousteau.

The new feature combines satellite im
agery, underwater photographs, video and 
scientific data that allows users to see 3-D 
images of the ocean floor, along with fea
tures like the location of ship wrecks and 
coral reefs.

It was rolled out at a news conference 
Monday at the California Academy of 
Sciences in San Francisco’s Golden Gate 
Park, attended by former Vice President 
A1 Gore, singer Jimmy Buffett and a who’s 
who of oceanographers.

Marine scientists predicted that the free 
software will become an important tool in 
expanding the public’s understanding of 
the oceans and the environmental chal
lenges facing them.

“Not just sober scientists but the whole 
world can use this as a way to know the 
whole world,” said oceanographer Sylvia 
Earle, National Geographic explorer-in- 
residence. “It took a long time for me to

be able to see a turtle underwater, now any 
little kid can do it.”

Oceans cover 70 percent of the earth’s 
surface, yet less than five percent of the 
ocean floor has been mapped in detail. In 
fact, there are better images of the moon 
and Mars than of much of the world’s un
dersea topography.

The primary information to create the 
images came from existing U.S. Navy 
sonar and data from the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration and the 
Scripps Institution of Oceanography in 
San Diego.

Marine researchers said they hope sci
entists will expand the maps in the years 
ahead, adding more sonar images, wild
life video and other information from 
their research.

The new version rolled out Mon
day contains some of that, including the 
boundaries of the world’s marine protected 
areas, arctic ice and daily sea surface tem
perature changes, along with the routes of 
sharks, tuna, turtles and other marine ani
mals that have been tagged with GPS de
vices by scientists at Stanford University 
and other institutions.

It also includes historic images, which 
allow users to see how places have changed 
over the years.

During the news conference, Gore, 
who works as a senior advisor to Google,

highlighted that feature, discussing his 
visit to Montana’s Glacier National Park 
in the 1990s. While Google Earth images 
zoomed in on the park’s Grinnell Glacier, 
Gore noted how much it has melted in the 
past two decades. The new software also 
features historic information that showed 
the glacier’s size shrinking since 1991.

“It’s practically not even a glacier any
more,” Gore said. “When I was there not 
long ago I walked where that pool of water 
has formed. This is an extremely powerful 
new tool.

“One of my fondest hopes is that 
people around the world will use 
Google Earth to see for themselves the 
reality of what is happening because of 
the climate crisis.”

Google Earth, first released in 2005, 
basically works by creating maps that com
bine satellite photographs, aerial photogra
phy and geographic mapping data to build 
3-D images so that computer users can 
“fly”—like in a video game—from above 
the Earth to view mountains, coastlines, 
cities, even streets and houses.

Since then, the software has been used 
to map the refugee crisis in Darfur, dam
age from Hurricane Katrina and the af
termath of last year’s Chinese earthquake. 
Google assembled the aquatic version—an 
automatic download with the new Google 
Earth 5.0—after meeting last year with

many of the world’s top marine scientists.
The ocean images are still a work in 

progress, however. Many undersea areas 
that have not been explored in much detail 
are only depicted in general shapes. Gener
ating high-quality sonar images and photo
graphs of every square foot of ocean floor 
would be a massive undertaking.

“It would take billions of dollars. 
You’d need fleets of unmanned underwa
ter vehicles operating in formation, and 
some countries wouldn’t even let you ex
plore their territorial waters,” said Mar
cia McNutt, president of Monterey Bay 
Aquarium Research Institute, based in 
Moss Landing, Calif. “It would rake at 
least 25 years.”

But previous generations have explored 
the land and the moon, and perhaps 
the coming generation will focus on the 
oceans, several scientists said Monday.

“Sometimes it is tempting for us to 
think we have explored everything we have 
to explore,” said Terry Garcia, executive 
vice president of the National Geograph
ic Society. “A tourist can fly to nearly ev
erywhere on the planet, and satellites have 
mapped nearly every square inch, but there 
are still places not explored, mysteries still 
to be answered.”
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■
 ALEXANDER LANE

Fresh Intelligence Bureau Chief

Riddle: what do the American Red Cross and al-Qaeda 
have in common?

They’re both on Twitter.
Barack Obama and John McCain seem partial to the 

online service as well. So does 10 Downing Street, the of
ficial residence of British Prime Minister Gordon Brown. 
NASA’s Phoenix Lander sends updates from Mars. Britney 
Spears sends updates from rehab. The BBC, Los Angeles 
Fire Department, Lance Armstrong, A1 Gore, LOLCats, 
ESPN, Apple, Shaquille O’Neal, Stephen Colbert, Star- 
bucks, Tina Fey, The Onion,
The New York Times, Rich
ard Branson, myself—these are 
just a smattering of the millions 
of Twitter users, or ‘tweeters’, 
worldwide.

Defying the belief that the 
Internet was already chock- 
full of distracting and titillat
ing online services, Twitter 
was launched by Jack Dorsey,
Evan Williams and Biz Stone in 
March 2006 in San Francisco, 
quickly gaining the attention of 
many with its universal empha
sis on one question: what are you 
doing right now? In contrast to 
other social networking sites like 
Facebook, MySpace, or Friend- 
ster, Twitter had—and contin
ues to have—no provision for 
profile-building other than an 
area for the user to update his or 
her status, stricdy limited to 140 
characters for user-friendliness 
and to comply with SMS regu
lations for text messaging. These 
status updates, called ‘tweets’ in 
the jargon of the initiated, form 
the entire conceit behind the

ABOVE: US AIRWAYS FLIGHT 
1549 JUST SECONDS AFTER 
CRASHING INTO THE HUDSON 
RIVER, taken and uploaded to Twit
ter by ferry passenger Janis Krum, 
who tweeted, "There's a plane in the 
Hudson. I'm on the ferry going to pick 
up the people. Crazy." Below: a typi
cal user profile.company.

While some have com
plained about the simplicity and limitations of the tweets, 
others have embraced the concept as a way to quickly ' 
scan a news feed of what their friends are doing, or sim
ply skip over tweets if they’re not interested. The 140- 
character limit appears likely to stay, as well. Dorsey 
explained in a 2007 interview with PBS, “We’re fond of 
constraints that inspire creativity,” even though these con
straints often lead to such unwieldy manifestations of the 
English language as John thx @Jane for tha tix 2 tha Yanks 
game tho rain was dispntng.tom. bck 2 wrk. Holla @kevin 
for snedng [sic] pic, Imao. ICYMII was on ESPN@7pm!!H 

To use Twitter, one simply has to navigate to their 
website (http://www.twitter.com) and sign up. In all of a 
60-second process, new tweeters provide their full name, 
a username that will form the URL of their personal 
Twitter account by attaching on to the end of the main 
Twitter URL (for example, user John Smith’s account can 
be followed at twitter.com/JohnSmith), a password, and a

valid email address. Once logged in, Twitter will automati
cally attempt to find other tweeters, who the new tweeter 
can choose to ‘follow’ by subscribing to all of that particu
lar user’s updates, by scanning the new tweeter’s Gmail, 
Hotmail, Yahoo!, AOL, and/or MSN account(s), if any. 
Users can also choose to search for other tweeters through 
the main Twitter database, similar to a Facebook search, or 
invite their friends to use Twitter by email. Finally, Twit
ter provides a list of some of the most popular users, men
tioned earlier, who may be of interest to follow.

That’s it. That is all anyone can do with the web
site—listen in, stalk, creep on, follow, track, and other
wise haunt like the icy scythe of Death other people who 

apparently consider this person a
‘friend’, and who in turn, ---------
it seems, do the very same 
thing to others.

So why is Twitter so 
popular? For one, it’s 
free—an especially impor
tant distinction because 
it is built to easily re
ceive mobile tweets from
text messages, IMs and ______
other such communica
tions pathways that often cost a mo
bile customer a dime or more per 
outgoing message. Twitter pays the 
cost of SMS when users upload new 
tweets from their cell phones. It’s 
designed with the ultimate in 21st- 
century mobility in mind: that users 
who aren’t thrilled about sitting at 
their dehumidified desktop cubicle 
all day, staying connected through 
their computer, can instead let it be 
known to the world that they’re sky
diving from a tweet at 20,000 feet 
or standing on top of Kilimanjaro.

Tweets have also been used to 
provide information and break news 
in ways that conventional media 
simply cannot or will not. When 
US Airways Flight 1549 landed in 
the Hudson River in New York last

What are you doing?

Replies Archive Everyone

huffpost Jon Stewart Owns; As always, Jon Stewart gives us 
ssmething t© laugh abaut ftyiuxtagesmg statements fre» 
http://tinyurl,com/5lblbp “ ,.i ... less than 10 seconds ago frefts 
swiuerfeed

astrout @Aronado It depends = a tet ©f it e©m« It em speaking 
events « definitely hundreds ©f thousands’ less than 20 seconds am

Dorsey explained in a 2007 inter
view with PBS, "We're fond of 

constraints that inspire creativ
ity," even though these constraints
often lead to unwieldy constructs 

of the English language.

month, Janis Krum, a passenger on one of the first two 
ferries to arrive on the scene for help, had already tweeted 
pictures via TwitPic (a third-party application that allows 
users to upload photos on Twitter) before local news or 
the major news networks even knew what had happened. 
The November 2008 terrorist bombings in Mumbai,
India, were widely reported on via Twitter, and Califor
nians kept their neighbors availed of the progress of mul
tiple wildfires on a minute-by-minute basis in the fall of 
2007. Such ‘citizen journalism’, together with the rise in 
popularity of news blogs, article comments, Diggs, del. 
icio.us taggings, and sites like CNN’s iReport.com, have 
begun to change the way that news is being reported in 
the fast-changing world of the 21st century.

----------------------------------------------------- Sounds
pretty cool.
But Twitter is 
not without its 
detractors. It 
seems to defy 
the often-as
serted view of 
the Internet

__________________________________ as a tool that
connects us to

the world, but at the same time isolates us from each other 
into false and manufactured online identities. Some say 
that Twitter actually connects people too much to one an
other: endless criticism has been made of the prima donna 
behavior of those tweeters who tell the world their life 
story, on the hour every hour, seven days a week, no mat
ter how mundane (or exaggerated).

Postings at odd hours of the morning, or obsessive 
stalking of other users’ tweets, has given Twitter a disturb
ingly voyeuristic feel to using it, like stealing a neighbor’s 
wi-fi and with it, the entire contents of their online exis
tence. Some find it fascinating; are appalled. It remains a 
privately-held company, propped up by generous venture 
capitalist investment—though questions remain about its 
long-term financial viability.

Whatever its future, it is clear that for the moment, 
Twitter has evolved from a curious social networking also- 
ran into an incredibly useful tool for constant, and micro, 
connectedness in our increasingly shrinking world, [gener- 
icuser] is now tweeting.
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