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We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may

SGA struggles to stay afloat 
during funding deflation

I JACOB BAILEY
Press Staff Writer

At the beginning of this year, the NMC 
Student Government Association had its bud
get cut from $63,000 during the 2007-08 
school year down to $30,000 this year.

SGA members are concerned that the Stu
dent Innovation Fund may not be sufficient 
to fulfill the needs of the students. With only 
$7,000 remaining in their 2008-09 budget, 
the SGA is struggling to remain supportive of 
new student groups seeking the option of a 
direct student-funding source.

“It’s definitely dramatically more limiting,” 
said Victor Draine, head of student group 
outreach committee. “We have hosted on- 

campus events, but we have to be fiscally 
conservative as a body, which is a 
good thing.”

To counter this financial loss, a 
fund was created via a collabora
tion of the SGA, Barbeque Board 
and Institutional Advancement, 
with $5,000 of the fund com

ing from SGA’s reduced budget this 
year. This fund, called the Student In

novation Fund, is a pool of $25,000 of
fered through a grant application process.

Some members of the SGA feel that their 
funding may have been prematurely taken 
due to the significant cut of over 50 percent 
of the previous year’s funding.

“It’s directly personal to have had such a 
large sum and then to have had it pretty much 
cut in half this year,” said Draine. “It’s hard to 
work with that number. I don’t see us getting it 
back.”

Another concern of the SGA is attracting 
commuter students to on-campus events.

“Oftentimes in our programs most of our 
people are our dorm students,” said Draine. 
“We may have a couple of commuter stu
dents, but they’re few and far between. The

SGA DESPERATELY GRASPS for extra funding and creative 
solutions to financial woes—wherever they can find it. Every idea 
is given consideration as members scramble through a tighten
ing budget towards the end of the year.

main objective of SGA this year, it seems, is 
supporting the student groups—being there 
for them financially and in other aspects as 
well.”

SGA Secretary Jeremy Meagher feels that 
commuter students are vital for NMC to have 
proper student group funding.

“We’re trying to get more and more people 
involved,” says Meagher. “We want sugges
tions on how we can improve student life here, 
what events you guys want to see, what we can 
do to get you guys more involved. If you want 
to know what people want, you have to ask 
them.”

SGA and Student Life Office Adviser Lisa 
Blackford is a driving force behind the Student 
Innovation Fund and has faith in the current 
financing situation.

“Last year we [Blackford, Dean Anne Mon
roe, students and SGA members] looked at the 
Student Activity amount [of money] and de
cided we needed to make some changes,” said 
Blackford. “We decided to split the SGA budget 
in half and spread the other half over several de
partments to benefit a wider range of students. “

The money used to fund these programs 
is the same money cut from the SGA’s bud
get. The intramural sports program received a 
$2,500 budget increase, tutoring received an in
crease of $5,000, the Dennos museum received 
a $3,000 increase (which covers half the cost of 
student tickets), along with a handful of other 
departments that had been financially starving.

“Because the administration realizes that 
this was a large cut to the SGA budget, [Di
rector of Public Realations] Paul Heaton and 
Dean Monroe came to me with the Student 
Innovation Fund proposal,” said Blackford, 
“Instead of [students] always going to SGA for 
funding, this would be something above and 
beyond what a group would go to for funding 
from SGA. This is [for] something really in
novative. Ideas that students or student groups
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v-z on campus

FINALLY, THE SUN

NMC STUDENTS took advantage of the beautiful weather we had Mon
day by studying outside West Hall.

For the record: The front page article, printed on March 12, incorrectly states 
that Kurt Jankowski's underwater laser scanner is "the world's first." Though 
Jankowski's scanner is the first of its kind, Northrop Grumman has also de
veloped a submersible laser line scanner that has been used by the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) for studies in Hawaii. At this 
time, we are unaware of any successful scans by this alternative technology.
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SGA FUNDING continued
are putting together are really.. .the kind of thing you put on a resume.”

So far the Student Innovation Fund has sponsored the Engineering Club’s Baja
Racer with $3,000 and provided $4,000 to the Native American Student Association.

NMC student Kurt Jankowski, who invented the world’s first underwater scanner of 
its kind, was awarded $5,000 for his revolutionary project.

“[The Student Innovation Fund] can be used for whatever the students want, within 
guidelines,” said Blackford. ’’What do you dream about? What if money wasn’t an issue, 
and you had all the time [in the world]?”

Plenty of questions still remain regarding the funding situation for students here at 
NMC. Is the Student Innovation Fund enough to balance the funding cut to the SGA? How 
will the SGA and other student groups attract commuter students to on campus events?

“There is a famous bumper sticker [that says] ‘No one ever made history by being 
quiet,”’ said Draine. “Jeremy Meagher and I have been meeting on how to go about get
ting our voices affectively heard. We still have a lot to accomplish to avoid failing the 
students by the end of the semester.”

USING THEIR VOICES, AFFECTING CHANGE

Press Photo/STEPHANIE DERSCHEID
NMC STUDENTS and members of the SGA discuss funding in the Os- 
terlin Building on Friday, March 13. The SGA meets every Friday at 1:00 
p.m. in the Student Activities Office. Meetings are open to the public.

THEY'RE A LITTLE TOO LOUD

MICHELLE MURPHY, a junior at the University of Minnesota, stud
ies in the Student Union on campus in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Mur
phy, like many other college students, says her apartment room is 
too noisy to concentrate. *
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Diving in the name of archaeology
■

 STEPHANIE DERSCHEID NAS (Nautical Archeological Society) Level 1 stu-
Press Staff Photographer dents—taught by NMC Instructor Mark Holley—are

’ pictured above receiving pool training at the Great Wolf
Lodge in Traverse City on Monday, March 16.

The course is in conjunction with NMC; students pay normal NMC tuition for 
the course but must purchase their own equipment.

There are four levels to the course, which offers a PhD degree upon completion of 
Level 4 with the NAS through NMC.

Although this semester’s course was designed for 15 students, there are 17 stu
dents currently taking the class due to high demand.

According to Holley, this summer Level 2 moves students to the bay where they 
will retrieve and analyze archeological findings underwater.

“This teaches students how to properly maneuver and non-verbally communicate 
underwater,” said Holley.

For more information of NAS, visit www.NAS.org or visit the website of their af
filiate, the Grand Traverse Bay Underwater Preserve, at www.gtbup.org.

At
MADONNA UNIVERSITY

Your BACHELOR'S!degree!
is closer than you think •

CAMPUS BRIEFS
Compiled by ALLISON PETERS Press Editor-in-Chief

Petition circulating to appeal housing cost
NMC Resident Assistant, Head of Student Group Outreach and former SGA President 
Victor Draine is currently organizing a petition to repeal the cost of housing for the 
2009-10 school year. On-campus housing costs have risen dramatically each year, and 
Draine says NMC is “not offering anything” more to students to compensate for this 
adjustment. Draine is currently writing a speech, which he will deliver later this month 
in West Hall to make students aware of the rise in housing costs. Draine does not be
lieve the rise in costs is reasonable “in these economic times,” especially “when [students 
are] trying to deal with school.” Draine encourages NMC students look out for and 
support his petition before his presentation.

Board of Trustees to discuss 2009-10 budget
The next NMC Board of Trustees meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 23 at 6:30 
p.m. at the Oleson Center on NMC’s main campus. On the agenda is a discussion, in 
which President Tim Nelson will present a history and overview of the college budget. 
Although it is unknown whether or not the Board will take any action regarding tuition 
increases for the 2009-10 fiscal year, the Board will expand on ideas presented in the 
March 17 Board study session. Meeting minutes will be available online for those un
able to attend the meeting.

Summer classes sign-up
NMC summer courses are currently available for online registration. Add class regis
tration deadline is June 17 for main 8-week courses. Final payment day for summer 
courses is May 5; if students register for their summer classes after the payment dead
line, payment is due within 24 hours. For questions, visit www.nmc.edu/webregistration 
or call the Records and Registration Office at 231-995-1049. Students can also register 
now for noncredit community classes including courses on renewable energy, cooking, 
art, yoga and computers. For a schedule of classes, visit www.nmc.edu/ees or call 231- 
995-1700. NMC Fall 2009 course listings are currently posted for viewing on the NMC 
Self-Service website.

NMC Writing Center accepting applications
The NMC Writing Center is currently accepting applications for employment for the 
2009-10 academic year. “I’m looking for strong writers who are also good at commu
nicating with others,” said Writing Center Coordinator Megan Ward. The application 
deadline is March 27; those interested in working for the Writing Center can pick up 
an application in the Scholars Hall 221 or can request an application be sent to them 
in the mail. Readers will receive training the week before school begins, and the pay 
rate starts at $7.75/hour.

YAHOO group soaring
The NMC student volunteer group YAHOO (Young Adults Helping Others Out), 
founded by NMC student Emily Morgan, has recently announced group involvement 
of 46 members. Just this past summer, the group consisted of 21 members who com
pleted three major projects in the community. “This volunteer group focuses specifical
ly on helping nonprofit organizations in the area and the physically handicapped,” said 
Morgan. Those interested in joining YAHOO are welcome to attend weekly meetings 
on Wednesdays at 8:30 p.m. at Horizon Books.

Free movie at the State: Revolutionary Road
The State Theatre is continuing its free film series sponsored by NMC with the show
ing of the acclaimed, Oscar-nominated film Revolutionary Road. Starring the Titanic 
duo—Kate Winslet and Leonardo DiCaprio—the film analyzes the social context of the 
1950s, the significance of the ideal life versus the happy life, and the disappointment of. 
settling for less. The film, rated R, will be shown on Thursday, March 26 at 6:00 p.m. at 
the State Theatre and is free for all students.
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WORLD IN BRIEF
Compiled by ALLISON PETERS Press Editor-in-Chief

The Niagara "fall"
A man survived a 180-foot plunge into Niagara Falls last Wednesday. Believed 
to be in bis late 30s, the man spent about 45 minutes in the icy water refus
ing rescue attempts before he was pulled to safety. The man was semiconscious 
when he was taken to the hospital, but later lapsed into unconsciousness and 
was listed in critical condition. According to Niagara Parks Police Chief Doug 
Kane, the man was suffering from hypothermia and a head injury. Niagara Falls 
Helicopter pilot Ruedi Hafen believed the man was on a suicide mission. Hafen 
told the Associated Press, “I’ve never, in my career, seen someone so tough, 
swimming between the ice.”

Boy gives away thousands found in ditch
A 16-year-old boy from Minnesota gave away thousands of dollars to some of 
his fellow students and a school bus aide last week after he found a bag full of 
$100 bills stranded in a ditch. The teen, described as learning disabled, first told 
police the money was his allowance; later, however, he admitted where he found 
the bag, which led police near a highway where they also found marijuana and 
scales. Of the nearly $18,000 in the bag, the teen gave away approximately 
$11,000. Law officials have since collected the money given to the students and 
aide. The boy, described by a sheriff’s deputy as “a good kid” who was trying to 
help people in need, is not expected to face charges.

Fritzl pleads guilty to incest, innocent to mur
der in Austria
Austrian man Josef Fritzl, 73, pleaded guilty Monday to incest charges of fa
thering his daughter’s seven children as he locked her away in a basement for 24 
years, according to the accusation; but Fritzl denied the murder and enslave
ment of his daughter. The man faces up to life in prison if convicted of murder. 
By contrast, incest is punishable by up to one year in prison.

Leftist TV journalist wins El Salvador's 
presidency
Mauricio Funes, a 49-year-old moderate from outside the ranks of what the As
sociated Press referred to as the “rebel-group-turned-political-party” Farabun- 
do Marti National Liberation Front, won El Salvador’s presidential election on 
Sunday and thus brought a party of ex-rebels to power for the first time since 
20 years of conservative rule and the country’s bloody civil war. Funes won the 
election with 51 percent of the votes compared to 49 percent for ruling con
servative Arena party member Rodrigo Avila, who conceded defeat and wished 
Funes good luck. Funes thanked the people of El Salvador for their votes and 
for choosing the “path of hope and change.”

Discovery 
launchedto space 
station
Space shuttle Discovery, STS- 
119, blasts off from Kennedy 
Space Center in Florida, Sunday, 
March 15, 2009. With a crew of 
seven and a mission to provide 
more electricity to the orbiting 
lab, Discovery is the first orbiter 
flight of 2009 to the international 
space station.

Photo Courtesy/MCCLATCHY TRIBUTE

Effective citizenship depends on open government
YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

■
 DICK MANDT
Special to the Press

Approximately and perhaps significantly, Sun
shine Week 2009 began with warm days and sunny 
skies this week, regardless of what a certain Pennsyl
vania groundhog predicted a couple of weeks ago.

Sunshine Week each year is a signal from Ameri
can newspapers that open government is a vital ele
ment of successful democracy, and those who run 
governments at all levels in the United States must 
be mindful that they work for the people.

Public records must be available to the public. 
Without knowledge of what’s really going on in 
governments, citizens are groping in the dark.

Michigan has a pretty good record on open 
meetings and open records. Some public officials in 
some places and in some cases sometimes neglect or 
forget the basic principle that all public records and 
public activities must be just that - public.

Michigan law permits any member of the pub
lic to request public information from any gov
ernment or agency, and requires public officials to 
provide the answers.

In a nutshell, this is the Freedom of Informa
tion Act (FOIA) on both the state and federal 
levels of government. On the federal level, one 
of the first official acts of newly elected President 
Barack Obama was an order requiring a “pre
sumption of favor” for federal agencies to ap
prove FOIA requests.

Some public officials in some cases and in 
some places sometimes still seek to deny access 
to public information indirectly by stalling or 
waffling or fixing heavy dollar costs to the citi
zen seeking the answers.

This usually means the official doesn’tagree 
with the law or doesn’t think it should apply in a 
particular instance or doesn’t think it’s important 
enough to comply.

That’s why it’s important at least once a 
year during Sunshine Week to remind public offi
cials of their responsibilities and to remind citizens 
of their right to know.

The newspaper gets into the act because the 
newspaper often acts as the conduit of informa
tion from the government to the people.

The First Amendment of the United States 
Constitution guarantees freedom of the press.
That is vital to a successful democracy because the 
press - that is, newspapers primarily - represents 
the people in their search for information.

As a young reporter, the most basic lesson I 
learned on how to do my job properly and effec
tively was to recognize that I did not act for myself, 
but for the readers ... that is, for the public. The re
porter becomes the eyes and ears of the public.

The information I gathered and put into 
words was not for my own personal benefit, or 
for the welfare of the newspaper, but rather to 
pass on information to the public in general, so 
the citizen can be informed about what is going 
on in his/her community.

That includes very important information 
about the governments affecting the community, 
because the citizens - that is, the newspaper read
ers whom the reporter is serving - are responsible 
for how their governments operate.

In later years, I always emphasized these same 
principles when I was in a position to hire and/or 
train young reporters.

On the other side of the coin, when I have 
been privileged to hold a position or two on the 
governmental side of the fence, in carrying out 
my public duties I tried to follow the principles of 
openness. My bosses, the citizens, deserve no less.

The citizens run the government through 
their votes for those public officials who only 
temporarily are put in charge of the formal gov
ernment machinery.

Without adequate information, without an 
open operation of government and the ability to 
inspect public records, and without the means to 
know what’s going on in the community and its 
various governmental bodies, the citizen cannot 
properly make the informed choices required to 
make democracy operate properly.

That’s why Sunshine Week is important in 
Michigan and in America.

*
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Summer work search heats up
I CHRIS LITTLE

Press Staff Writer

With the current economic recession, the stock mar
ket in the tank and the dollar doing poorly in the inter
national market, Americans everywhere are feeling the 
effects. However the news seems to focus on the large 
issues, such as the bailout of the big 3 auto makers or 
the bonus scandal of AIG. The direct effects on certain 
groups of individuals are often ignored for those bigger 
stories. One of those groups is the students seeking sea
sonal employment. The effects that college students are 
going to feel are not necessarily that of the “adult world,” 
and are not the effects discussed on the national news. 
Most college students do not have money tied up in 
stocks or bonds, and usually don’t have a 40IK to worry 
about. But what college students and other young people 
of a working age do have is a desire for seasonal, often 
summer, employment. Because of the economic recession 
and the generally poor situation for most businesses, col
lege students seeking summer employment may find the 
market significantly smaller than usual.

In the Grand Traverse area, where the economy still 
depends largely on the tourist industry and other various 
forms of mostly seasonal revenue, this trend is very ap
parent. Due to record unemployment numbers available 
seasonal work, such as that of waiting tables or picking 
cherries, is being fought over now more than ever. As op
posed to years past where those low skill jobs would go to 
the college students home for the summer, many employ
ers now face new choice. That choice is often between an 
older, more experienced worker with a four year degree, 
versus the 20 year old community college student with 
little to no experience. Unfortunately for the college stu
dent, experience and education usually win out.

Janelle Wheat, the floor manager at the Old Mission 
Tavern, discussed the difficulty she was facing with find
ing enough shifts for her staff and about hiring any new 
help. “A lot of people canceled their vacation plans at the

last minute and people that were supposed to gone won’t 
be,” Wheat said. She also mentioned that she probably 
would not hire any new help this summer, and is even 
having a hard time finding shifts for the wait staff she 
currently has. This underscores an even bigger, if less ob
vious, problem with this economic situation.

The recession not only has a direct effect on the 
economy, but also a significant indirect psychological 
effect. People are terrified of losing their jobs, and are 
fighting to keep the jobs they have. There is a noticeable 
attitude shift in the workforce. People are trying harder 
and harder to prove they are valuable in whatever posi
tion they are in, worried that if they lose their job they 
will not be able to find another. This competition greatly 
reduces the employment opportunities for younger work
ers, because they have a hard time competing with older, 
more experienced workers.

But not all hope should be lost for those students 
seeking work. The often ignored advice of parents to be 
persistent, diligent and thorough is relevant now more 
than ever. With so many people applying for jobs, one 
has to make themselves stick out in order to get noticed. 
When you turn in an application, ask to speak to a man
ager right away about work, or set up an appointment 
to speak to one. If you are unable to speak to a manager 
right away, or unable to make an appointment, call fre
quently and ask about the state of your application and 
of overall hiring. When it seems like you are bothering 
them, then you know you are doing it right. Even if you 
have less experience or education than the other appli
cants, persistence can win out.

This coming summer is gearing up to be tight when 
it comes to the job market. Explore all the opportuni
ties you can, even the ones you thought you wouldn’t be 
caught dead doing. When money is tight working at Mc
Donalds can seem like a pretty good job.

*
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How to ace an interview

1. Dress appropriately. Don’t wear ripped jeans and a ratty old t-shirt to 
an interview. Business casual is usually best. This can mean a skirt or dress 
pants for the ladies and a nice button down shirt and tie for the guys. Re
member, first impressions do

Teen’s summer 
employment
Researchers predict that teen 
employment in the U.S. will fall 
to a historic low this summer.

In percent, seasonally adjusted

50%

count. Make sure you make 
the right one.

2. Practice good hygiene.
This can make or break an 
interview. Make sure you 
shower, brush your teeth, 
and apply the appropriate 
amount of deodorant. Guys 
shaving is probably a good 
idea. Ladies you should 
wash your hair.

3. Be confident. You
want this job, and you 
have to show that. But be 
careful, the line between 
confident and arrogant is 
very small. You want to 
convince whoever is inter
viewing you that you are 
the best person for the job, 
not the person who simply 
thinks they are best for it.

34%
(projected)

00 ’02 ’04 05 *06 ’07 *08
NOTE; Data not available tor 2001 and 2003
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Source: Center tor Labor Market Studies. 
Northeastern University 
Graphic; Port Worth Star-Telegram
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4. Know your lines. You should know what you want to say in an inter
view. It is important to know your strengths and your weaknesses, and be 
able to talk about both. Being straight-forward and clear with what you 
want to say can help immensely in any interview.

5. Have the right attitude. Sit up straight, shake hands like you mean 
it and make eye contact when you introduce yourself. Posture may seem 
silly, but slouching can kill an interview. You want to look as confident 
as you feel.

Best summer job opportunities
1. Restaurants - In Northern Michigan the restaurant business is always 
growing and always popular. Make return visits to one restaurant, because 
you never know when a position will open up.

2. Coffee shops - It seems that downtown Traverse City has been taken 
over by the coffee shop. Take advantage of this trend and of all the tourists 
wanting a mocha.

3. Retail - Target and Meijer are huge businesses that almost always need 
help. Make sure you follow up on your application because most of them 
are done electronically or online.

4. Farms - Northern Michigan is fairly unique in that it has a good-size 
farming community. This means a lot of part-time but well paying work 
around harvest. Make sure you call about harvesting jobs early, because they 
have a tendency to fill up early in the year.

5. Fast Food -1 know it’s not the ideal job for anyone, but with prices in 
the grocery store going up fast food can seem more and more appealing for a 
quick, cheap meal. Sometimes flipping burger is a good way to make a buck.

*
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Party hard, 
but party safe

Spring break is just around the corner for students here at NMC. 
Since it falls a bit later in the month than most other colleges, every
one here gets a chance to see how the rest of the country’s vacations 
turned out. This time around, maybe we’ll learn something.

It doesn’t take a rocket sci-
entist to figure out what spring 
break is about for the average 
college student. It’s about find
ing a warm place to get drunk 
for a week. That place may be a 
bar right here in town, a hotel 
in Chicago or a beach in Jamai
ca. What’s going on is the same.

There’s no point in trying to 
stop it, and, honestly, every
one here has earned a chance to

blow off a little steam. It’s easy to get burned out shouldering classes 
and part-time jobs, especially after that particularly brutal winter. So, 
the key for students is to party responsibility. It sounds cliche, but it’s 
harder than it sounds.

Excess is always unhealthy, especially when alcohol is involved.
That doesn’t mean it has to be dangerous though. If self-control isn’t 
your forte, make up for it with some foresight. This is not an endorse
ment of binge drinking, but if binge drinking is on the agenda, it’s 
best to be prepared.

The difference between college students the United Kingdom 
and the United States is that when they get hammered, they take 
a cab, while a huge number of Americans just hop in their car and 
go swerving off to into the distance. Suck it up and be responsible. 
You may be too poor to afford a cab, but no one is too poor to call a 
friend for a ride.

Another thing to remember: don’t get alcohol poisoning. At worst, 
you could die. Even if you don’t, you’ll still ruin the whole party for 
everyone else. It’s about learning the difference between excessive 
quantities of alcohol and unreasonable quantities of alcohol.

Excessive quantities of alcohol might make it hard to walk a 
straight line. Unreasonable quantities might make you pass out and 
turn blue as you choke on your own vomit. No one wants to spend 
spring break getting his stomach pumped. It’s just not worth it, no 
matter how many people you impress.

If you ignore the previous tip and get alcohol poisoning, you’ll 
need your friends to drive you to hospital. That’s one of many reasons 
to keep them around. They’ll keep you safe from pool sharks and dis
courage muggers. Lasdy, passing out in a place surrounded by strang
ers isn’t a good idea in any town. If you wouldn’t do it Traverse City, 
why would you do it in Cancun?

Don’t do anything else stupid either. Vandalism, knife fights, drug 
trafficking and public indecency aren’t nearly as cool as Hollywood 
would like us to believe. Neither is get a tattoo that says “Spring Break 
’09”—and don’t even think about having unprotected sex. Remember, 
you can catch herpes from a partner on vacation just as easily as you 
can the rest of the year. Even if you don’t get it, you’ll probably regret 
most of those things after a good night’s sleep.

There’s a million other ways to make sure that your spring break is 
fon and safe. If the handful in this editorial thrilled you, there’s plenty 
more on the travel channel. The point here is, keep your ethics and 
at least a little bit of common sense. College students are notoriously 
stupid over spring break. It doesn’t have to be like that this year. Party 
hard, but party safe.

THE ISSUE:»
NMC students gearing up to party over 

spring break

OUR VIEW:
Students should have a blast—but 

don't do anything stupid
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Matthew Monley

Letter to the Editor
Editor:

I have some thoughts regarding the parking 
issue here at NMC. This semester, for the first time, 
I have been late to my classes quite a few times due 
to the fact that I have to park in the Cherry Lot 
and walk all the way to Scholars Hall. If any of my 
classes were closer to the Cherry Lot, I probably 
wouldn’t have such a problem with it. Considering 
that all my classes—save for one—are in Scholars 
Hall, it’s a big pain to walk such a long distance

every day. This winter has been very rough in terms 
of temperature; it’s no fon to walk in -12-degree 
weather all the way from Cherry Lot to Scholars 
Hall. I don’t consider myself merely lucky to have 
a free parking permit for NMC—what good does 
it do to have one? If I could pay for a permit and 
be guaranteed a parking spot close to my classes, I 
would definitely fork over the fee.

-Whitney Duque, NMC student

WRITE US A LETTER

ABRAHAM MORRISON
Press Managing Editor

OUR POLICY; White Pine Press accepts let
ters to the editor from members of the col
lege and community. Letters should be less 
than 400 words, typewritten, and signed 
with your name, address and phone number. 
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, 
spelling and length. Opinions expressed are 
not necessarily those of The White Pine 
Press staff or any college employee.

>>> 4 j f Hi? < ®

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686

BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 

BY FAX: (231)995-2110 *
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WHITE PINE PRESS OPINION 07What are your plans for spring break?

"Studying. I know,
I'm a weird student!"

CHRIS MARSHALL, 19
Pathology

"Party with some girls!"

WILLIAM MCAONNELL, 18
English

"I would like to travel 
outside the country 
with my children."

TERRI AMSDEN,43
Elementary Education

"Having fun at NMC! 
(Sarcasm intended)."

KOREY BEAVER, 18
Undecided

"I really want to to stay 
in Traverse City and try 
to find a second job!"

BAKOROBA MARIKO, 26

Pre-Nursing

"I’d rather be in 
Kauai, Hawaii."

DEB HANNA, 38
Library Staff

SDUflD BYTES
"I thought I had already moved on and I think you just can't 
when it happens like this. This really makes me sad, and I knew 
it was coming. Everyone knew it was coming." MAREN HUNT, 
business wire editor of the Seattle Post-Intelligencer, after 
the paper announced it would cease print operations Tuesday, 
making Seattle a one-paper town. Despite the P-I's 146-year 
history and weekday readership of 117,600, the econom
ic climate was too much to justify its continued operation. 
Source: The Seattle Post-Intelligencer

"Long live Iraq!" MUNTADHAR AL-ZEIDI, 'the Iraqi shoe throw
er', upon being sentenced to three years in prison Thursday. 
Al-Zeidi, a journalist widely regarded as a hero within Iraq, could 
have gotten 30 years for the December offence against former 
president GEORGE W. BUSH. Source: Associated Press

"These towers had a normal life expectancy of 20 years, and this 
one's was up in 1995, so we're a little past due for a new tower."
RON HUBBARD, Cherry Capital Airport traffic control manager, 
commenting on a recent spending bill's $11.2 million authori
zation for a new air traffic control tower. The new tower, which 
the FAA says will be completed in 2012, was made possible 
by pork barrel spending. Source: Traverse City Record-Eagle

"From our research, the main question is, if we are going to 
abandon the binge drinking experience, what are we going to 
replace it with to guarantee that people can still relax and have 
fun with their friends?." ANNA VAN WERSCH, professor of 
psychology at Teeside University, UK, on the positive aspects 
of the act. Wersch and a colleague recently carried out a for
mal study, concluding that binge drinking is 'controlled he
donism'—a social activity that has become deeply rooted in 
British culture, meant to be done on weekends and after one's 
work is done. Source: The Guardian

"I understand you want to make finance entertaining, but it's 
not a f—ing game." JON STEWART, television personality and 
political satirist, charging JIM CRAMER, television personality 
and CNBC financial analyst, with corporate cheerleading in the 
months leading up to the collapse of firms like AIG and Bear 
Stearns. Cramer's appearance on Stewart's Daily Show was 
the culmination of two weeks of increasingly heated criticism, 
and could only be described as a beatdown. Source: The Daily 
Show with Jon Stewart

"[Generic user) hates the new facebook" GENERIC USER, 23, 
on Friday, posting a status update not unlike the updates of 78 
of her friends, after Facebook's redesign. Source: Facebook.

I LAURA EARLE
Press Staff Writer

Many a time, I have driven into the big park
ing lot in front of the Health and Science Building, 
only to find that every single spot has been taken. Oh, 
sometimes there’s a tantalizing three-quarters of a spot 
open, thanks to some idiot who decided they were too 
awesome to have to park between the lines - however,
I know that there is no hope of fitting my wide sedan 
into it. My luck usually gets better as I approach the 
back of Cherry Lot. I may contract pneumonia and 
frostbite during the long walk to class, but at least I 
found a place to park my car, right?

Apparently, not everyone here is that lucky. Instead 
of wasting time scouring the campus parking lots, one 
of my friends prefers to park her car on East Front 
Street now. Another person I know parks his car over 
at Central High - although this is not advisable, see
ing as anyone who does this risks being towed. It is 
obvious that NMC lacks adequate space for all of its 
students to park their cars; however, this is simply be- . 
cause the college possesses neither the property nor 
the funds it would take to build more parking lots. So 
what options are left, if any?

Some colleges and universities put prices on their 
parking permits. One of my friends, who attends a 
college in southern Michigan, pays $300 a semester to 
park her car on campus! Selling permits, rather than 
giving them away (as NMC does), undoubtedly de
ters more than a few people from parking on campus 
- the parking lots at these schools may be considerably 
less crowded than ours. But honesdy, is having a place 
to park your car every day for a semester really worth 
hundreds of dollars? If NMC were to start selling their 
parking permits, I know I would be one of the first 
neonle to start looking for other places to nark mv car

Is the lack of good parking spaces that big of a problem?
on the days I have class. Like many other college stu
dents, I’m on a tight budget and, if parking off-campus 
saves me some money, I say its worth the long walk. In 
the meantime, I’m happy prowling around the campus 
lots for a space - at least it’s free!

Other schools have solved their parking issues 
by only allowing upperclassmen to receive parking 
permits. Maybe this is because these schools believe 
that, since the upperclassmen have already complet
ed a year of college and are still going strong, they 
will be more likely to stay in school; therefore, these 
students are more deserving of a place to park on 
campus. Who knows. Anyhow, this seems very un
fair to me. I’m sure there are at least a few intelligent 
freshmen out there who deserve a place to park on 
college grounds.. .right?

My advice to those who make a drama out of our 
college’s parking space shortage is, to put it blunt
ly, just deal with it! We are very fortunate to have a 
free parking permit available for every student, un
like many other schools, and we should be grateful 
for this. Think about this the next time you’re grum
bling to yourself as you trudge from Cherry Lot over 
to Scholar’s Hall.

•»
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HUH—SIEVE TO0S ISN'T DOING A KEYNOTE 
THIS YEAR, CITING MASSIVE WEIGHT 
LOSS DUE TO SONE HORMONE PROBLEM.

I have felt the harsh sting 
of my own racial joke turned 
against me!

Luckily,
11ve been 
saving a » 
joke for 
gust such 
an
occasion.

TOO SAD. r BET APPLE WAS 
EXCITED ABOUT UNVEILING
THE THINNEST AND LIGHTEST 
CEO IN THE INDUSTRY

bg"-O1

Comics, clockwise from left: 
XKCD • Randall Munroe 
Dinosaur Comics • Ryan North

■Bi T®

I hope the Utahraptor 
is around here 
somewhere! My legs 
are getting tired.

I’m behind you. 
/

MrCj 2001 pyan North

Y

All comics are copy
right their respective

a softer world* e. home & j. comeau creators-

All those hour 
of thinking up 
insults for 
hypothetical 
enemies has 
finally paid 
off!

So, my racist 
me.

\

joke somehow backfired on

I hope that's the last 
time you ever say that 
sentence.

well , I've made 
up my own joke to 
get him today.
All i need to do 
is "find that 
utahraptor"!

There you are! Knock, knock.

who's there? 
Utah.

“sigh*^

Utah 
who?

,And I was a very good 
student!

/

utaught me 
how to be a 

stupid 
jerk!

No, but - see? 
I learnt it 
from you!

www. quanta. com

? ! 1..........
when tb* »oon 1» full j 

1 turr. into * werewolf ; gr 
I and. X eat people g

_____ AH_____
e home and i comeau

Ilf-1

I grow fang*
r

ant && ajpgaiita for flash*0™ i
I »» writing « bo<*|
'f IB? of 1«» poetry.LIHhHasofterworid.oan J

SSHMiMBBiiOMBWl

1 Nothing moves a 
resume to the top of 

the pile like a degree from
\ * « f 11 /

a top business college.

The Haworth College of Business is one of the nation s 
20 largest business programs. It is among just 2b percent 
ef ILS. business schools, accredited at both the graduate 
and undergiaduate levels, The college also features the 
new Business t'ateei Centet where students land world 
class internships end jobs Grab the reins with gieat 
academics, great experiences and great careers, learn 
noie at www.vvinich.edu business

One of the notion's top universities.
OS News& World Report

Wl Sil RN MICHIGAN 
UNIX l RSIIY

Admissions (7691 387 71MU1 • wimch eihi admissions tianstei

2009 Graduates, Please
Your campus newspaper wants you to tell your 
story about getting to the big day.

Imagine that you have to give a short speech to the 
many hundreds gathered there.... What would you 
say? What would you want people to know?

, l - T I C2 : : 7 - ■

In 400, well-chosen words, please tell us
ciw G ■

Why did you decide to go to school in the first 
place?
What challenges did you face along the way?
What are you going to do now?
What does graduation mean to you?

These can be dropped off at the White Pine Press 
Office, or Email to whitepinepress@gmail.com 
(Please use GRADUATE in the subject line).

WPP Editorial Board

*1
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Literature must-haves: what, where and how much
ALLISON PETERS
Press Editor-in-Chief

For avid book-lovers (and avid book-buyers) there are two simple words to keep in mind while browsing Tra
verse City bookstores for additions to your bookshelves: bargain books. Here are a few selections available at ri
diculous discounts that you readers ought to buy.

, X S A
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“The Yellow 
Wall-Paper”

; spite
VOU HHHHfljHSMMHHNlHBr mca(

Rut he did, ;ii»i right across my path by 
he wall, so that' i had to creep over hint 
;verv time ’

"The Yellow Wall-Paper" 
by Charlotte Perkins 
Gilman

This dual-text critical edition of the Gilmans 
classic short story features an introduction 
highlighting the significance of the text, a 
late 1800s timeline of “ Wall-Papers” publish
ing, the genealogy of both substantive and 
accidental variants in early texts of the story, 
editorial amendments to the copy-texts, par
allel texts of the story and dueling interpre
tations of the meaning. This maniacal tale of 
a woman gone crazy in her room decorated 
in yellow, patterned wallpaper is horrifyingly 
timeless; and this critical edition takes on the 
story from all angles.

Horizon Books. Paperback. List price: 
$21.95. Bargain price: $4.99.

THE HORVWWWt#i

AMERICAN
LITERATURE

Norton Anthology of 
American Literature: 
Volume C
Talk about a deal—this spectacular an
thology is used in college classrooms and 
is a must-have for English majors. Vol
ume C is one of five, and while Borders 
Traverse City currently has only Vol
ume C, keep an eye out at other Borders 
stores when you’re out of town, some 
Borders stores over the country have all 
five editions at an outlandishly low price. 
With Bible-thin pages, this anthology 
features literature by the best American 
authors, essayists and poets from 1865- 
1914. There is no excuse to miss out on 
this bargain book essential.

Borders. Paperback. List price: 
$37.50. Bargain price: $3.99.

EDITED 3f SHAWN ST. JEAN

Fathers: A Collection 
of Poems
This anthology of poetry features 118 
of the finest American poets writing 
about personal experiences about their 
fathers and the greater concept of fa
therhood in our culture. The book 
also features notes on the poets—and
their fathers. With tattered-edge pages, 
this collection makes a fantastic—and 
downright necessary—addition to any 
aspiring poet’s bookshelf.

Horizon Books. Hardcover.
List price: $16.95. Bargain price: 
$5.98.

The Illustrated 
Treasury of Fairy Tales
With ten classic fairy tales—each il
lustrated by a different whimsical art
ist—this bargain buy is irresistible 
to the well-rounded book-collector. 
“Beauty and the Beast,” “Busy Bride,” 
“Cinderella,” “The Enchanted Pig,” 
“The Fir Tree,” “The Fisherman and 
His Wife,” “Hansel & Gretel,” “The 
Queen Bee,” “The Sleeping Beauty” 
and “The Three Languages” make this 
collection enchanted.

Borders. Paperback. List price: 
$19.99. Bargain price: $4.98.
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Hologram storage -1,000 GB per disk?
Computer storage is measured in bytes. An average 

picture sent via email is 100 KB, the average mp3 song is 
5MB, the average full length movie is close to 4.5 GB, and 
the average computer today comes with 300 GB of storage.

TECHNO 
BABBLE

■
 TOM AUCH
Press Staff Columnist

High-definition movies have thrown a big monkey 
wrench into the picture because of their insatiable appe
tite for space. Blu-Ray technology (up to 50 GB capac
ity on a single disk), can solve that problem, but when a 
museum, film studio or government agency needs gigan
tic volumes of data securely stored for 50 years, some
thing more is needed.

Holograms (yes, the same kind that we see embedded 
in our credit cards) have been making huge strides in data 
storage over the past few years.

Holograms use a pair of laser beams that, when one is 
still and the other pulsating, can create patterns of Is and 
0 s that can be re-created later for retrieval. By creating 
a three-dimensional pattern, the “hologram” is captured 
on the disk. But unlike the CD or DVD that only use 
the surface of the disk, the hologram stores information

throughout the whole disk— from top to bottom and side 
to side to hold huge amounts of data.

Holograms use disks similar to CDs or DVDs that 
spins to accept data along a path. Once the media is 
written, data is read back using a reference beam to read 
the 3-D pattern.

DVDs and CDs store data by etching bumps or pits 
onto their surfaces. Blu-Ray disks are able to make the pits 
much smaller for up to five times more storage. In addi
tion, writing the data onto two layers doubles the amount 
of storage. But writing data to the whole thickness of the 
disc in the form of a hologram increases storage capacity.
In the past year, huge advances have been made developing 
holographic data-storage, producing disks that can hold up 
to 1,000 gigabytes or more.

Colorado-based InPhase Technologies is developing ho
lograph-based data drives at this time. According to their 
website, they’re targeting needs in commercial markets 
such as video, regulatory compliance, medical imaging, sat
ellite imaging and scientific applications where the need for 
long-term, secure amounts of data is critical.
The slight downside to all of this is that InPhase’s holo
graphic recorder starts at a mere $18,000 and blank discs 
costs around $180.

Meanwhile, GE has expressed an interest in the holo
graphic market by introducing a layered approach to holo
graphic storage. Using 21 layers, they’ve achieved a 300 GB 
disk at their labs, with a terabyte planned for 2012 com

mercially. (cdrinfo.com)
GE’s disks are made like existing CDs and DVDs and, 
therefore, should be readable by our existing drives and 
players, which would make this option extremely attractive. 
Currendy, GE is under negotiations with manufacturers to 
build the units which would target the general consumer. 
InPhase Technologies, by comparison, would be targeting 
larger, long-term archival users such as medical imaging 
companies or various government agencies.

Competition is fierce and times are tough for these ven
ture capital-funded industries. At the same time, we’ve seen 
drastically falling prices for existing storage. On Amazon, 
com one can buy a one-TB external drive for as low as 
$100. Flash drives have fallen fast too, with 8-GB drives 
costing as low as $20.

So, whether you hologram it or go Blu-Ray, try to 
get as much on-board storage as possible when you buy 
your computer.

Previously, I bought my computers with small hard 
drives then added more storage later. I thought I could 
simply plug in an external drive into my USB or fire-wire 
and I’m done. I couldn’t have been more wrong. Even 
though I can easily save my images, music and videos to 
my external drives, the space needed to install and run all 
my games and programs filled up my hard drive quickly.
In addition, I have wires and enclosures all over my office 
connecting my toys. What a mess.

PREPARE YOURSELF 
TO EXCEL

Liberal Studies Degree 
Areas of Emphasis:
Pre-law

Environmental advocacy 

Nonprofit leadership 
Creativity and communication arts 
Child development 
Human services 
Many more

IMIGHT SKY
By JERRY DOBEK, NMC Astronomy Instructor

(for MARCH 19-MARCH 25, 2009)

Earn a bachelor’s degree in Liberal Studies. This customized degree program lets you 

study topics most relevant to your career goals. You develop your own course of'study, in 
consultation with your advisor, in areas of emphasis such as pre-law, environmental 

advocacy, nonprofit leadership, communication arts, child development, social work, or 

other human services. Plus, the flexible curriculum makes it easier to use your previous 

college credit to complete the degree. It’s your time to excel. Call or visit us online for 
more information about the Liberal Studies program at Grand Valley in Traverse City. 
gvsu.edu/traverse I 231.995.1785 ! 888.922.1785

GrandWlley
State Un i v ersity

TRAVERSE CITY 
REGIONAL CENTER

Fading into the Sun
As Venus quickly fades into the glow of the Sun, try to see this 
bright planet in both the evening sky and the morning sky. Venus 
is in conjunction with the Sun on March 27, but this conjunction 
will occur when Venus is at its highest inclination to the Sun. 'This 
high inclination to conjunction only happens every' eight years. 
From the period of March 22-24 you can see Venus, low in the 
west, about 15 minutes after sunset. During the same period, try 
to spot Venus in the east about 20 minutes before sunrise.

Spring constellations
Spring arrives at 7:44 a.m. EDT on March 20. The Vernal Equi
nox is a little more than six weeks after Groundhog Day. The 
winter constellations ofTaurus, Gemini and Orion are now set
ting early in the western skies. These are replaced by Leo, Virgo, 
and Hydra as the prominent spring constellations. Ursa Major, 
often called the Big Dipper, is moving higher in the sky as it pre
pares to pour out the spring rains.

This weekls Open Viewing is Saturday, March 21 from 9-11 pm. 
For a schedule of Open House dates and times, visit http://www. 

nmc. edu/rogersobservatory.
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DON'T DO IT 
IN THE DARK

■
ALEXANDER BRAND
Press Staff Columnist

The title of this article seems funny, I know, 
but filling your home or your awareness with 
green things is crucial to well being. (Not talk
ing about your pipe, either, man.) Whether 
it be bringing in a few houseplants, growing a 
small garden of herbs, flowers, or vegetables, 
or just realizing that every breath you take has 
something to do with an exchange between 
you and the plants, your spirit will benefit from 
your allowing green to infiltrate your life.

HERE AND 
THERE

■
 AMANDA CAMPBELL
Press Staff Columnist

I go through periods of time where I forget that 
the green world exists. Not for long, though, 
because it always call me back. Weeds come 
to me in dreams or end up in a meal or in the 
form of some interested party who wants to 
know about plants.

Most recently, it was a combination of 
things that made me realize that I was not car
ing for myself, lacking the aid of these great 
allies. The ones I have and use regularly are 
chamomile, nettle, comfrey, milk thisde, lico
rice root, calendula, sage and dandelion root. 
My love was ill and I made him a tea to ease his 
cough. My daughter had a 24-hour fever and I 
used chamomile. I am craving nettle like crazy, 
because my body could use some extra iron, 
calcium and rich earthy greenness.

My sister-in-law expressed interest in learn
ing about growing and using herbs and selling 
them at the local farmers’ market. We are in the 
midst of making plans for a very small but po
tent medicine garden.

As of now, I have lavender, sage, thyme and 
rosemary out on my deck. Just the act of bring
ing these beings into our templespace made me 
feel more alive, more right, more in alignment 
with some higher force. It’s so much better than

when I don’t pay attention to them at all!
I remember my first semester at NMC, 

rushing to and from the apartments and class.
I remember the moment I realized that I paid 
no attention to the weeds, the grass or the trees. 
I realized that when I did take the time to no
tice them, even in the middle of winter, life was 
more worthwhile-- at least for a moment. There 
was an added dimension of fullness and wellbe
ing when I became aware of those living beings 
around me.

In the spring, NMC instructor Kirk Water- 
stripe showed me the herb garden on the cor
ner plot outside of NMC’s greenroom. That 
was such a blessing. When I was stressed out 
and happened to be walking around that comer 
I would run my hand through the Lemon Balm 
and sniff my way to inner serenity.

You might wish to give it a go yourself. It 
is therapeutic to garden. For years I have, very 
sporadically, helped friends weed, prune and 
harvest in their gardens. I have also helped to 
plant and water. There is something about get
ting one’s hands in the earth, smelling the dirt 
and being aware of the plants in general. Make 
plans to help someone you know or to grow 
your own plants this summer.

Or, if you prefer, purchase a wildflow
ers guide or plant guide like Peterson’s to take 
along on a walk. When you see an interesting 
plant, look it up. To simplify this, you could 
just walk, even on campus, and look at those 
living beings around you. It is quite refreshing 
either way.

I realize some of my phrases and ideas may 
sound hokey, but as I said earlier, greening 
your environment in any one of these ways will 
bring great joy to your spirit and it will not be 
regretted!

So, draw a connection between Nature and 
yourself. It is a powerful tool wherever you 
are, inside our out of doors, to connect with a 
greater sense of wellbeing. Best of luck and, as 
my herbalist mentor would say, Green Bless
ings!

Don't do Mexico 
without a condom
So, Spring Break is on the horizon and approaching quickly! Any big plans 

for your week of bliss? Any of you heading to Mexico to party nonstop? Miami 
Beach? Panama City? Well, if you’re heading to unfamiliar turf to drink and for

nicate like rabbits in heat, 
make sure you know what 
you’re doing. Yes, you’re 
going off to have fun and 
forget that the grey clouds of 
finals are floating overhead, 
but use your brain!

I know everyone has
heard this over and over again, but I can’t stress it enough: practice safe sex! Con
doms are available all over the place, so don’t be afraid to head off on your trip 
well supplied. This goes for ladies as well. Don’t depend on a hammered frat boy 
to remember the essentials for safe sex. Just think about your actions before you 
dive into bed with someone you don’t know. I am certain that you would rather 
not bring home an STD or an unplanned pregnancy as a souvenir.

If you plan on drinking while off on your spring break journey, try to 
remember these tips from the C.R.E.W. website:
•ALWAYS use a sober driver or public transportation. Never get behind 
the wheel while intoxicated.
•Drink lots of water! Alcohol causes massive dehydration.
•Stay with a group of friends. Use the buddy system!
•Keep track of how much you drink. Have some water in between 
drinks.
•Know the signs of alcohol poisoning.
•Never take a drink from someone you don’t know.

Now, a lot of these may seem like common sense, but I promise you, a 
lot of college kids overlook these common sense ideas and deal with the 
harsh consequences. Just remember your standards before you head off to 
your spring break fun and try to return with those same standards intact. By 
all means, have a good time! But just know that there are always consequenc
es for your actions. So think long and hard about jumping into the sack with 
someone you barely know. If you aren’t sober enough to make a clear deci
sion, you probably already made a poor one.
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Last House on the LeftbNO views from the road
If bad people hurt your family, 

how far would you go to hurt them back?
I KENDALL SPRATT

Press Staff Writer

V

Any movie worth making 
twice is worth seeing once 

...right?
■ ABRAHAM MORRISON

Press Managing Editor

It amazes me — kids in these horror flicks. 
They catch a creepy kid shoplifting at the 
grocery store, and think:

“We can trust this guy. We’ll drive with him back to his house. 
We’ll smoke pot and flirt with him. What could possibly go wrong?”

In this remake of Wes Craven’s horror classic, everything.
One second, they’re having a grand time, and the next there’s a 

gang of cop killing lunatics shoving them up against the wall.
What follows is the usual array of sexualized violence 
for a film in this genre... and a heartwarming story 

about a family sticking together.
Unlike the campy original, this new version 

of Last House on the Left is a serious film with 
a penchant for sadism. Be warned: a major 
turning point in the film revolves around the 

rape of a 17-year-old girl.
It’s a long, gratuitous scene that’s intended to 

get the audience angry enough to enjoy what comes 
next - the gruesome death of the sociopaths at the 

hands of the girl’s parents.
I’m going to assume the synopsis told enough to anyone 

offended by that content to know they should stay away. The rest
of the review is for all you horror film junkies.

From time to time, Last House on the Left conjured up memories
of the phenomenal Rob Zombie film The Devil’s Rejects.

MOVIE
REVIEWS

ON THE 
LEFT

LAST 
HOUSE

w

Sk

The Collingwood family is vacationing at their summer home in the forest. 
Sixteen-year-old Mari and her friend Paige meet Justin, a shy young guy at the 
store where Paige-works. Unknown to the two girls, Justins dad Krug, his girlfriend 

Sadie, and Krug’s brother Francis are on the run from the police. Krug and his cronies come back earlier 
than Justin expects and get angry, refusing to let the girls leave. Things get ugly; right away you can tell 
that Justin is just as much of a victim as the girls.

Tony Goldwyn is John Collingwood, Monica 
Potter is his wife Emma and Sara Paxton plays 
Mari. The three feel realistic as a family, and 
John and Emma are the kind of parents you 
want to have around: brave and strong and 
ready do what they have to for their daughter.

I liked these characters, but I didn’t feel 
a real deep, emotional connection to any 
of them. Yes I wanted them all to live 
— obviously, they were the good 
guys! - but the bond wasn’t
there. I can’t quite put my 
finger on why, but I think 
part of it was the lack of back 
story. About fifteen minutes 
into the film, we find that 
there was a Collingwood 
son who has died, but what 
happened is never explained.

Krug, played by Garret Dillahunt, 
is an evil man who finds pleasure in giving 
others pain. This is a character that I had 
deep emotions about, but not good 
ones. No way! I hated Krug. Not only 
did he violate Mari, he beat up his own 
son and made fun of him when Justin 
refused to participate.

Sadie (Riki Lindhime), Krug’s 
girlfriend, gets a kick out of watching

her boyfriend do the awful, nasty things he does to people and, as far as I’m concerned, a gun 
shot to the head was too kind a way to kill her off.

Justin, played by Spencer Treat Clark, was hands downs my favorite person in the movie.
Sweet and shy, Justin was the one who made me want to cry. He was the one I was rooting for the 
most. Clark is an excellent young actor to watch out for in the future.

For those of you who have weak stomachs, I am warning you now, do not see this movie! For 
blood and guts, on a scale of one to ten, I would give it a solid seven.

Also I must warn you that the rape scene - even though it wasn’t that graphic - seems very real.
I felt like I was there with 
her. Sara Paxton earned 
the title “actress” filming this scene. 
It was one of the only times in the 
film that I felt connected to Mari; a 
heartbreaking scene.

All in all, I didn’t think that 
this film was that spectacular, but 
it wasn’t really bad either. If you 
enjoy horror and thrillers, this 
movie is probably right up your 
alley, but if not, I would steer clear 
of The Last House on the Left.

However, Zombie’s zesty humor is nowhere to be found. That 
poses a problem for the film. Jaded horror fans may very well miss 
the smirking tone and endearing characters that have become B- 
grade horror standards.

Instead, the movie aims high and attempts to truly disturb its 
audience. At times, it’s effective. Unfortunately, without a healthy 
dose of snappy one-liners, it starts to drag a bit at times.

However, all things considered, Last House on the Left is a solid 
flick. It’s a nice break from all the sissy horror films marketed to junior 
high girls, and it doesn’t fall into the trap of relying completely on gore 
- a frequent problem in the hardcore horror genre.

I wouldn’t call it art by any means, but Last House on the Left is 
a gratuitously violent, fairly suspenseful, and occasionally emotive 
popcorn flick — if you’re into it.
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i NORA STONE
Press A&E Editor

It feels like it’s been a long wait for more Franz 
Ferdinand since their last album, You Could Have It 
So Much Better, came out in 2005. Criticism of that 
album was largely that it sounded rushed out of the 
studio after their hit self-tided debut in 2004.

Their new effort, Tonight: Franz Ferdinand, 
is worth the wait—if you like what they’ve been 
doing for the past
few years. Franz 
Ferdinand have 
found a popular 
sound that really 
works for them: 
catchy, rhythmic, 
and very danceable.
But for a group 
with clear talent 
and appeal, it’s hard 
to understand why 
they don’t branch 
out and push their 
musical boundaries 
a bit more.

Many (though 
not all) of the 
songs on Tonight 
sound like they
could be from So Much Better or Franz Ferdinand. 
The band has been together for seven years. At 
some point, consistency becomes lack of growth, 
and the listener is lead to wonder: what have they 
been doing lately?

FF is Alex Kapranos (lead vocals and guitar), 
Bob Hardy (bass), Nick McCarthy (rhythm 
guitar, keyboards and backup voice) and Paul 
Thompson (percussion and backup voice). The 
Scottish boys are at their most successful when 
they manage to combine their two main areas of 
influence—disco and rock—with the sweat and 
drugs of a club dance floor.

Upcoming Releases
March 23

March 24

March 31

The Rakes • Clang

The Decemberists • Hazards of Love 

Busta Rhymes • Back on my B.S.

Peter Bjorn and John • Living Thing 

Diana Krall • Quiet Nights 

Yeah Yeah Yeahs • It’s Blitz

Garfield Ave

JElaSehorih
MEXICAN RESTAURANTS

But .Tonight is most interesting when they leave 
their beaten path for quieter, softer ballads.

“Katherine Kiss Me,” the last track, is a rework
ing of the album’s second song, “No You Girls,” 
into a thoughtful acoustic tune: “Yes I love you 11 
mean I / I’d love to get to know you I Sometimes 
I say the stupid things I think 11 mean I /

Sometimes I think the 
stupidest things.”

“Dream Again” is sim
ilar, a dizzy song like wak
ing up in the early after
noon after a late night 
out. They’re both great 
tracks, and something I’d 
like to hear more of.

That late night out 
is thoroughly covered 
on the first few songs of 
the album, particularly 
the first track, “Ulysses.”

“So what you got? 
What you got this 
time? Come on, let’s 
get high.” The message 
is unequivocal: let’s 
party. Let’s dance. Let

this beat sink into the pit of your stomach. Let’s 
get high. “Ulysses” is a fun, catchy track—it just 
sounds too much like FF’s first big hit, “Take Me 
Out,” with different words and a new bass line.

One of the most impressive songs on the 
album is “Lucid Dreams,” which lives up to its 
title. It spirals away from control and melody dur
ing its near eight-minute run (it’s the longest song 
by a good four minutes), but never loses the beat. 
I’m not quite sure whether I like it or not—give 
me another few listens—but it’s different.

Don’t let it be said that FF aren’t good at what 
they do. This is a good album, and a fun one; 

will get you bouncing in your car and out 
of your seat at parties. Like I said, what 
they’ve got going on works; but ultimately, 
Tonight is like a rubber band that’s lost some 

of its elasticity. It’s just not stretch-
I - ing enough. There’s not enough 
Sr Michael at the, matinee.

NMC info on the go!

WB3|
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- MIC Emergency info
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.iMody/sfiLferyM

flick onlersonai info"

DELETE
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birth control

Quality, Confidential, Affordable 

annual exams, birth control, emergency 
contraception, pregnancy testing, STI testing

0 Planned Parenthood
1135 E. Front St.Traverse City Ml 49686 231-929-1844

ppwnm.org
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Calendar
The Secret Garden, March 6-22 at West Senior High. Based on the 
book, this Tony award-winning musical will showcase high school stu
dents. Friday and Saturday shows begin at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday mati
nees start at 2 p.m. Buy tickets and find more information at www.tcaps. 
net/wsh-musical.

The Producers, March 6-28 at the Old Town Playhouse. Visit www.old- 
townplayhouse.com for more information about this Tony award-win
ning musical. Tickets are available by calling 231-947-2443.

NMC dancers to present concert, March 22 at 7 p.m. in the Milliken 
Auditorium. This concert, entitled “And the Beat Goes...”, will feature 
original choreography by NMC staff, students and guest students. Doro
thy Eisenstein will direct. Tickets are $8 for general admission, $6 for 
children and seniors, and are available at the Milliken Auditorium box 
office. Call 231-995-3341 for more information about the concert.

World famous flutist to perform. World-renowned flutist and cultural 
speaker Gary Stroutsos will present two public concerts and a lecture at 
NMC on March 23 and 24. His visit is sponsored by the NMC Native 
American Student Association and funded by an NMC student innova
tion grant. Stroutsos’ art features American Indian, Chinese, Cuban and 
American jazz stylings. Stroutsos gained fame by being featured in a Ken 
Burns documentary and playing for President Clinton. Concerts will be 
held on Monday, March 23 at 7 p.m. and Tuesday, March 24 at 11:30 
a.m. All events are free and open to the public, but tickets are required. 
Call the Dennos Museum information desk at 995-1055.

Snowshoe Hikes at the Sleeping Bear Dunes, Saturdays through March 
28. Meet at the Lakeshore Visitor Center in Empire at 1 p.m. with your 
snowshoes. If you don’t have your own, extras will be provided for no 
charge. Call 231-326-5134 for more information.

Artists invited to submit small works. The Dennos Museum is offer
ing area artists the opportunity to showcase and sell their pieces in a 
small works exhibition. Artists may submit up to 10 pieces in any media, 
though they may be no larger than 5”x7”xl”. Submissions must be re
ceived by May 12 to be entered. The exhibition will open with a recep
tion on May 15 at 5 p.m, Call 231-995-1055 for more information.

Free film for students at the State, March 26 at 6 p.m. NMC
has teamed up with the State Theatre to provide a free showing of 
Revolutionary Road. Because this film has an R rating, tickets will be 
restricted to those students aged 17 or older. Stop by the box office at the 
theatre with your student I.D. to pick up your ticket.

Find your Writing Center

I With a paper? . QCL, Room221
f Want to become 
? a better writer?

Stop by the 
I Writing Center 
1 for an 
. appointment
Bk, todavLg|®

Room 221
1« 'Ik Stop by for a 

chance to win a’ 
FREE Flash J 

Drive!

Call (231) 995-1189
or email writingcenter@nmc.edu

CALENDAR 1 4

FLUTIST TO PRESENT CONCERTS AT NMC

Gary Stroutsos, a world-renowned flutist and cultural speaker, plans to play two public concerts at 
NMC next week. He will also present a flute techniques workshop and a culture lecture on campus. His 
visit, scheduled for Match 23-25, is sponsored by the NMC Native American Student Association and 
is funded by an NMC student innovation grant. Stroutsos was originally trained as a jazz flutist, but his 
work also features Indian, Chinese and Cuban stylings. His diverse musical influences provide audiences 
with opportunities to hear sounds rarely heard outside of their native countries, including bamboo 
flutes from China. The events will be free and open to the public, but necessary tickets are available at 
the Dennos Museum information desk (995-1055), the NMC Student Activities Office in West Hall 
(995-1043) or by calling Paul Leon, leader of the Native American Student Association (218-2188). All 
events will be held at Milliken Auditorium: flute concerts on Monday, March 23 at 7 p.m. and Tuesday, 
March 24 at 11:30 a.m. a flute techniques workshop on Tuesday, March 24 at 7pm and a cultural 
lecture- Wednesday, March 25 at 7 p.m. Listen to a live interview of Stroutsos on WNMC’s “Tribal 
Voices” program at 8 p.m. on Sunday, March 22.

You are here, s 
So are we.

Opening Neu) Doors

Ferris State University offers bachelor degree programs articulated with Northwestern Michigan 
College right here in Traverse City at the NMC University Center. We understand convenience is an 
important factor when considering the next step. Complete a bachelor’s degree on this campus 
so you can continue working and living the life you’ve established.

Your future’s in your backyard.
Stop by our office or call (231) 995-1734 to learn more about the quality Ferris programs offered 
right here: Accountancy, Business Administration, Business AdministratiomAviation, Business 
Administration-Maritime, Business Administration-Professional Track, Computer Information 
Systems, Human Resource Management Certificate, International Business Certificate,
Nursing RN to BSN, Secondary Teacher Education and
Social Work, Information Security and Intelligence 
(BS) and Homeland Security: Digital Security and 
Forensics Certificate.

Ferris State 
University

www.ferris.edu/offcampus COLLEGE OF PROFESSIONAL
Online programs also available AND TECHNOLOGICAL STUDIES

%



March 19, 2009
WHITE PINE PRESS1 5 FEATURE

NMC Talent Show 2009

Press Photo/LIDIA DART

■

THIS YEAR'S TALENT SHOW, TITLED "POP CULTURE," offered a venue 
for NMC students to showcase their musical and dancing abilities. Above, local 
acoustic band The Photographers perform "The Moustache Song." Kid Rattay, 
NMC student and WNMC radio personality, presented as emcee for the night. 
Next year's show will be hosted by the Student Government Association.

Go 'to the head of the 
class at a top 10 

education college.

think you 
SiG?
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www.know4swe.org

Pregnancy;

YOU CAN KNOW FOR SURE

With a 105-year tradition of success, the College of 
Education isWMU's oldest college. Its program offerings 

are among the most comprehensive and diverse in the 
country. They include one of only 18 programs in the 
nation offering a graduate degree in athletic training and 

a nationally recognized focus on preparing teachers for 

urban classrooms. Learn more at www.wmich.edu/coe. 

One of the nation's top universities.
US. News & World Report

Western Michigan
University

Admissions: (269) 387-2000 • wmich.edu/admissions/transfer

Confidential
and
Free

(231) 929-3488
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Q&bulouA .Spring QmJc tb&u-el, tipb /
■ALEXANDER LANE

Fresh Intelligence Bureau Chief

EARTH—Ah, Spring Break. That time of 
drunken revelry, gleeful shirking of all responsibil
ity, and the much-deserved if somewhat epony
mous break from one’s academic life. Yes, there are 
the occasional go-getters whose idea of‘time off is 
a fourteen-hour day down in the delta rebuilding 
New Orleans—not to knock them—but most of 
us are content with letting entropy take over and 
performing that act for which humanity seems 
best suited: doing nothing.

Fresh Intelligence is here to challenge that. 
Arise, arise! You were meant for something more 
than hanging out in the TC or its environs during 
the interminably cold winter that is the obsten-

sible start to our spring. The point is that Spring 
Break Traverse City sucks. You should be in Flor
ida. Or Mexico. Or [other generic college spring 
break locale featured in the last three years on the 
E! network; bonus points if it was on Taradise}.

Then again, due to the rise of drug-fueled gang 
violence in Mexico this year, the State Department 
warned college students this spring to use ‘extra 
caution’ if planning all-out bacchanalia in Cancun 
or Acapulco. Yikes! Seems Senor Frog’s is just too 
risky this year, the appeal of doing body shots not
withstanding.

But fear not, dear reader. With Mexico off the 
list, FI proposes the following destinations. They 
are much more dangerous, much more expensive, 
and much less sensible. Westward ho, O! Pioneers! 
Ad armalAd arma! Godspeed, Spring Breakers!

MOST DISTANT SPRING BREAK, LEAST EXPENSIVE VERSION.
Traverse City—Perth, Australia. Departs Wednesday, March 25 and returns Sun
day, April 5. American Airlines. Layovers in Chicago, Los Angeles, Melbourne 
(outbound); Sydney, Los Angeles, Chicago (inbound).
total cost: $2801.83.

ABOVE: MOST DANGEROUS SPRING BREAK.
Traverse City—Istanbul, Turkey—Baghdad, Iraq. Departs Saturday, March 28 
and returns Sunday, April 5. Northwest Airlines/Turkish Airlines. Layovers in 
Detroit, Amsterdam, Istanbul (outbound); Istanbul, Amsterdam, Boston, Detroit 
(inbound). Note: Turkish Airlines is one of only a few services currently offering 
regular service to Baghdad; tickets must be purchased separately on their web
site. No refunds on Istanbul-Baghdad leg. Despite this, note also that this vaca
tion is the cheapest of the five presented.
total cost: $1779.38.

LEAST DISTANT SPRING BREAK, MOST EXPENSIVE VERSION.
Traverse City—Manistee, Michigan. Departs Friday, March 27 and returns Mon
day, April 6. Northwest Airlines/United Airlines/Midwest Air/Great Lakes Avia
tion. Layovers in Minneapolis, Des Moines, Milwaukee (outbound); Milwaukee, 
Chicago (inbound).
total cost: $2443.49.

MOST LOGISTICALLY CHALLENGING SPRING 
BREAK.
Traverse City—Miami, Florida—Cape Town, South 
Africa—Bouvet Island, Norway—Traverse City. De
parts Thursday, March 26 and returns at an unknown 
but self-determined date. Northwest Airlines / pri
vate yacht / private helicopter. Layover in Detroit 
(outbound). Note: This trip requires first purchasing 
a 56-foot 2004 Carver motor yacht (above, top right; 
exterior and cabin), Volvo diesel power, found on 
the Johannesburg, South Africa, Craigslist for U.S. 
$699,000. Since the price includes delivery to the 
Port of Miami, simply buy a one-way plane ticket to 
Florida and then steam south for Bouvet, the world's 
most remote island.

However, there's another issue: if you even man
age to reach Bouvet, the hazardous ocean conditions 
in the area make a safe landing nearly impossible 
without a good helicopter at your disposal. No mat
ter; Fresh Intelligence found one for you. It's in Cape 
Town, South Africa and must be picked up there. 
Caveat: some assembly required (above right; parts

Press Photos/ CRAIGSLIST.ORG & GUM- 
TREE FREE CLASSIFIEDS CAPE TOWN 

All Graphics/ALEXANDER LANE

and frame). It seems his first helicopter had a little 
'roll-over', so the seller purchased a spare parts kit, 
but never quite got around to doing repairs. Now it 
can be yours.

Although a few parts may be missing/damaged, 
we are confident you have everything you need to 
at least get on the damn island once. And while the 
helicopter is probably very unsafe and may lead to 
complications such as death, it has the added advan
tage of being small and light enough to be lashed to 
your new yacht. It retails for just 150,000 South Afri
can rand (U.S. $15,222.74).

After your successful expedition to Bouvet, dur
ing which time you might as well claim it from Nor
way just to see what happens, it is your responsibility 
to make it back to class by Monday, April 6. Simply 
steam up the Atlantic, into the St. Lawrence Seaway, 
through the Great Lakes, and tie up at Clinch Park 
Marina.

Well done, sailor! 
total cost: $374.20.

($715,222.74+ in additional expenses).*

MOST EXPENSIVE SPRING BREAK, MULTIPLE DESTINATIONS.
Traverse City—Perth, Australia—Hamilton, Bermuda—Jakarta, Indonesia—Lima, 
Peru—Bangkok, Thailand—Traverse City. Departs Friday, March 20 and returns 
Thursday, April 9. Northwest Airlines / All Nippon / Qantas Airways / Singapore 
Air/ British Airways/American Airlines/ United Airlines. Business/first class. 
Layovers in Detroit, Chicago, Tokyo, Singapore, Zurich, London, Miami, New 
York, Hong Kong, Hong Kong again. New York, Miami, Miami again. New York, 
Hong Kong (outbound); London, Chicago (inbound). Note: This variation is theo
retically infinite. To really drain your bank account, jet back and forth mindless
ly between antipodal points as near you can (for example, flying back and forth 
between Madrid and Wellington would be putting geography to particular good 
use). Also, always be sure to demand first class seating, and be on the lookout 
for other ways to quickly blow cash.
total cost: $97,298.64.

*DISCLAIMER: All airline information, 
including prices, times, layovers, etc. 
was found in real searches on Kayak, 
com between 5.00 and 9.30 pm on 
Tuesday, 17 March 2009, except for 
the Istanbul to Baghdad flight which 
was found directly on Turkish Airlines' 
web site in the same period. Infor
mation, including prices, may have 
changed since thattime.

All prices are quoted in U.S. 
dollars and are based on one adult 
passenger traveling round-trip in 
economy class out of Cherry Capital 
Airport, except where noted. Prices 
are airfare only except where noted.

When possible, flights were coordi
nated so as not to leave before Friday, 
March 27, at the beginning of NMC's 
Spring Break. They were also coordi
nated to return by Sunday night so as 
not to interfere with the start of class
es on Monday morning, April 6. How
ever, this was not always possible, 
especially when trips involved lengthy 
flights over multiple time zones and 
date lines. Often, a flight began^n one 
day and ended two days later, count
ing all layovers.

Additionally, some really excel- . 
lent options were researched that 
Fresh Intelligence did not have room

to include. The best fares to Iran, for 
example, are out of Kalamazoo this 
Spring Break. FI could not, despite its 
best efforts, find any flights to either 
Kabul or Pyongyang, and apologizes 
forthe inconvenience. Spring Break 
Darfur also seems unlikely; the only 
way to get there, unfortunately, is to 
join the UNAMID peacekeeping effort, 
and that's a two-year commitment.

Despite all of this, FI does not 
actually recommend nor condone any 
of the activities it seems to advocate 
herein. If you really get the urge to 
travel (see: wanderlust), FI suggests a 
drive to Manistee.

*
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