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We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may

NMC Life Drawing model 
gets an "F" for small talk

Lightening rod life drawing modei’^HF- hunt for pre - and post-class cu 
chat lias inspired a host of ct^vcats deTalienated male and female sfu 
dents alike. "I just keep rn| sls on mv work." says first year student San 
dra Dean. "I have nothing tehidb." sals third-year model Matt Stuber

■ NED TISBY
I Pickle Staff Writer

The Fine Arts Building sunk into a state 
of disquiet this week as a life drawing model’s 
strange behavior has scrambled nerves during a 
critical time at the end of the semester.

Students say third-year life drawing model 
Matt Stuber has been attempting to “chat up” 
members of the class itself, as well as any other 
students who happen to be in the area.

“[Matt] hangs out all over the building,” said 
second-year VisComm. student Gayle Fish. “It 
makes everyone really uncomfortable. Everyone 
scatters once class ends.”

NMC Security says the incidents began after 
Stuber overheard, from behind the blind used 
by models to change, a few members of the class 
making comments about his body.

“That just rubbed me the wrong way,” said 
Stuber. “It was definitely crossing a line. So I 
crossed mine.”

According to drawing instructor Linda Glastner, 
Stuber stepped from around the blind, opened his 
robe, threw it on the ground and told allegedly told 
the class: “This is the way I was made.”

None in the class has admitted having made any 
such comments, and NMC Security will neither deny 
nor confirm that they have evidence of such comments.

Despite the long looks, Stuber keeps reporting to 
his sections, and college officials say their hands are 
tied. They can’t fire him.

“Our guidelines on sexual harassment weren’t 
written to deal with such, a hairy situation,” said In
terim Human Resources Director Mary Lane. “He’s 
actually not breaking any rules.”

These guidelines, adopted in the m.id-90s, are de
signed to identify sexual innuendo and subtle, un
wanted advances; apparently, simply walking up to a 
girl naked is in no way prohibited on NMC’s campus.

“We’re currently working on a revision,” said 
Lane.

Meanwhile, over the past few days Stuber has 
spent long hours “meeting people,” as he says, 
throughout Fine Arts. Both male and female stu
dents they feel like they are under siege.

“He just came up to me—butt naked—-and asked 
me what I was doing after class,” said life drawing 
student Jack Thomas. “I told him I had another class 
at 2:30, and then he asked me what I was doing after 
that class. So I just told him 1 had class all night and

• See NAKED on page 2

NMC to merchandise “random crap”
Pres. Nelson hopes NMC-brand water, VCRs and thongs will encourage students to buy
I LORNA D00NE

Pickle Editor-In-Chief Writer

For the past 58 years, Northwestern 
Michigan College has shown its school 
spirit by selling T-shirts, bookmarks, fold
ers and other merchandise with the NMC 
logo to students and the public.

This year, however, NMC is taking the 
merchandising scheme to the next level. 
President Tim Nelson confirmed on Mon
day that the college will use the NMC 
logo on a variety of items to be sold in the 
NMC Bookstore in August, including bot
tled water, used VCRs and several types of 
underwear—thongs, one of Nelson’s favor
ites, will not be excluded.

THE ULTIMATE OBAMA 
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“There is so much more we can do to 
draw students in to NMC,” said Nelson. 
“If a student hears that at the NMC Book
store there’s a bin of thongs, all of which 
say ‘Find It Here,’ there’s no way that stu
dents can stop themselves from enrolling 
in the college. At least that’s the reaction 
we’re hoping for with this merchandise.”

While Nelson doesn’t believe the water 
bottles with the NMC logo will necessar
ily attract a new bunch of potential stu
dents, he hopes people will resort to the 
water—simply tap water in used bottles— 
because it’s less expensive than. Aquafina 
and Dasani.

“As far as the VCRs are concerned, no 
one uses them, but we’re thinking some
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hipsters will think they’re retro and neat,” 
said Nelson.

The VCRs will be selling for $99.99 
at the Bookstore. While some may think 
$100 is a little steep for a now-ancient 
piece of technology, for some, it’s a small 
price to pay for a piece of the past.

“I bought a Polaroid camera from Good
will last month, and it’s so cool,” said Neil 
Riddles, a self-proclaimed hipster at NMC.
“I don’t have any film for it, and I never will, 
but it’s still hip to have a Polaroid camera. I 
would pay $100 to a VCR, Absolutely.”

NMC Bookstore officials are also excited 
about the merchandise to be sold this fall.
“I think the underwear in particular will 
really appeal to a lot of people who proba

bly wish we sold it right now,” said Christi
na Launch, a Bookstore employee. “I know 
I’m going to get a ton of boy shorts with 
my employee discount.”

Nelson is certainly aware of the finan
cial struggles that NMC faces every fiscal 
year; he hopes that merchandising “ran
dom. crap” will shine a positive light on the 
college—both now and in the future.

“This is just a first step,” said Nelson, 
“In time, we’ll take another.”

NMC is currently marketing its own 
series of body jewelry—including gauges 
and navel, nose and nipple rings—-which 
will hit the NMC Bookstore and its soon- 
to-be affiliate, Flippin’ Ink, in December.
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V-z on campus

Campus BriefsNAKED continued 
walked away as fast as I could 
out of the building. It was re
ally weird. I mean, he’s a guy, 
and it was like he was hitting 
on me or something.”

Rita Wright, a 17-year-old, 
dual-enrolled student, felt espe
cially taken aback when Stuber 
approached her.

“I had never seen a guy ex
pose himself like that before,”
she said. “It was awkward, yeah, but I felt kind of bad for him, so 1 ended up ta lking 
with him for a while.”

NMC has offered Stuber employment elsewhere on campus, but he has only expressed 
an interest in working at the Rogers Observatory, polishing the lenses on the telescope.

“I think I would like doing that,” said Stuber. “It just feels right.”
An added wrinkle is that male students have shown up at Fine Arts nude, demand

ing that they be given an audition; again, college officials say that they have no choice 
but to grant their request.

“To be in compliance with state and federal law, NMC must operate as an equal 
opportunity employer,” said interim HR director Lane. “When a position opens up, 
we have to interview everyone who has the qualifications. In this particular case, ap
plicants need only be willing to sit nude in front of groups of people for long periods 
of time. Just first round of auditions will take weeks to finish.”

Instructors are warning students to focus on completing final projects and portfo
lios, despite the round-the-clock parade of male nudity.

“Great artists are able to get inspiration from their surroundings,” said VisComm 
Associate Chair Jeb Miller. “Use it.”

Stuber says NMC shouldn’t give away his job just yet; he refuses to stop modeling 
un til al l of the students show up for class au naturale.

“Let’s see them under the hot lights,” said Stuber. “Let’s see them sweat.”
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Graduation requirements 
lowered for Obama voters
The NMC Board ofTrustees has voted to 
lower the graduation requirements for those 
students who voted for Barack Obama in the 
last presidential election. The hoard has been 
looking for a way to cut costs for students 
without cutting the college’s budget, and when 
Victor Draine (resident advisor and putative 
Obama son) proposed the idea to the trustees 
at a meeting last month, administrators were 
intrigued. “The idea grabbed our attention 
immediately,” says Robert Brick, vice-chair. . 
“We hope to both attract new students and 
reduce costs for at least half the student body 
by making it possible for them to attain their 
associates degree in less time.” Graduation re
quirements are currently at 64 credits for an as
sociate in arts and science, and will be lowered 
to 56 at the start of the fall semester. Students 
will be responsible for proving their vote for 
Obama; but, Brick says, “we figure McCain 
voters are either too ashamed to admit it, or 
too fanatical to say they voted Democratic.”

Anti-YAHOO group start
ing up in fall
Last semester a new student group, 
YAHOO (Young Adults Helping Others 
Out), was founded. In light of its soaring 
popularity, many NMC students who refer 
to themselves as “lazy people who don’t re
ally care” decided to respond with a. group 
of their own. YAAOO (You Are Alone and 
On your Own) will begin in. September 
and meet in the basement of East Hall. For 
more information, contact Emily Morgan.

NMC to archive Facebook 
photos
The NMC Archive has been responsible for 
“appraising, collecting, organizing, describing, 
[and] preserving” official College records and 
documents since 1995. Now, as part of the 
library’s effort to fully modernize their system, 
the Archive will begin to collect Facebook 
photos pertaining to the college, beginning 
with those uploaded to the NW Michigan 
Facebook network. Ruth Rague, the librar
ian who began the archive project, is pleased 
about the new development. “Facebook is an 
important component of the 21st century 
and an effective method of communication. 
The preservation of those photos is as impor
tant as archiving the Record-Eagle newspa
per clippings.” Others are less sure. “I don’t 
know about this, man,” says Jon Masters, 19. 
“I mean, I got some photos on there, like, a 
little wasty-laced, you know what I’m sayin’?”

Three male members of 
Feminists United hospital
ized
After week-long stays at Munson Medical 
Center, three male N.MC students—all of 
whom are members of the student group

Feminists United—were finally diagnosed 
on Tuesday with estrogen poisoning. While 
Munson states that the men are “currently - 
unstable,” all three students are expected to 
recover fully by next week.. ■

Dagorhir looks to Innovation 
Grant Fund for dragon
Dagorhir, the largest NMC student group, 
meets every Sunday at 12:00pm until 
2:00pm. After the season opener on March 
28, group leader Flint the Red decided it 
was time to take the medieval experience 
of foam sword fighting to the next level. 
Through some quick e-bay searching he 
discovered an ancient Shaolin monastery 
that dedicated itself to the training and sell
ing of Dragons.
Jumping on the chance to train his group of 
young warriors against a truly epic adver
sary, Flint applied to the Innovation Fund 
for a large increase to the Dagorhir budget. 
Sadly, the cost of a Dragon (500,000gp[gold 
pieces]) is far out of reach for the shallow 
coin purses of our school. The Pen and Paper 
Guild, NMC’s Dungeons and Dragons stu
dent group, heard about Dagorhir’s plight. 
Under the condition that they would have the 
first chance to do battle with the great beast, 
the D&D group agreed to sell their rule 
books, to help pay for their very own Dragon.

Math/Science department: 
"We're still here"
Representatives of the Math/Science de
partment at NMC have been posting fly
ers and sending emails in an effort to “get 
the word out” to students that they plan to 
hold classes during the summer and fall ses
sions. For the past year Math/Science has 
been battling persistent rumors that their 
department had been cancelled; this spring 
the rumors were believed by enough in- 

. coming and returning students that fully 
half of the Math/Science class schedule 
was scrapped. “We are still here,” reads one 
flyer. “Please sign up. Please.”

Dennos "Inuit Experience" 
vacation deadline extend
ed
There is still time to sign up for next fall’s 
annual trip to the far north, according to 
museum director Gene Jenneman, who 
announced that the deadline had been ex
tended until May 3. This year’s itinerary 
includes a guided tour of Dennos Muse
um’s Inuit art holdings, then a 30-hour 
bus trip north to Hudson Bay, followed by 
a 12-hour plane ride to the tip of Nun- 
avik, where vacationers will get the chance 
to hunt walrus on arctic sea ice. Jenneman 
urged people to take advantage of this 
“once-yearly” experience. Hats and gloves 
will be provided.
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on campus v-Z

NMC adds marijuana 
cultivation program, dispensary

■ ROGER FULBRIGHT
Pickle Managing Editor

Its official: Northwestern Michigan College has ac
quired a growers license to cultivate medical marijuana.

“We began wading through red tape immedi
ately following the change in state law that legalized 
the use of marijuana with a doctors prescription,” 
said NMC President Tim Nelson.

Nelson said that students had expressed interest 
in marijuana cultivation courses before the change 
in legislation, but until now, responding to their re
quests would have amounted to a felony.

That will no longer be a problem. First-year stu
dent Rob “The Fuzz” Shaffer said he was excited 
about the prospect of learning how to grow some 
“really dank bud.”

Shaffer has already taken the first step toward join
ing the program by volunteering to test the quality of 
plants before they are added to the programs garden.

“I’ve always considered myself an expert on the 
subject of ganja,” said Shaffer. “But this will take 
me to a whole new level.”

Students will be able to register for a variety of 
classes that will require a varying level of expertise, 
'those who enjoy the subject can go on to receive a 
two-year degree and possibly acquire a growers li
cense on their own.

Head instructor Jerry Greensborough is a self- 
made millionaire with extensive experience in both, 
outdoor growing and indoor hydroponic growing.

“Times are changing,” said Greensborough. “It 
seems like just yesterday I was running from the 
police and carrying a concealed weapon without a 
permit. This just proves that in America, anyone 
can make it if they work hard enough.”

Along with hiring faculty to staff the new pro
gram, a new position has been added to the student 
health clinic. The new employee, Katherine Pierick, 
will serve as a counselor for students dealing with 
the new stresses of college life. In addition to pro
viding a listening ear for troubled students, she will 
be responsible for the marijuana dispensary in the 
back of the clinic.

“After several interviews and a lot of careful con
sideration, the choice became obvious,” said Nel
son. “Pierick is the right woman for the job.”

“Students are encouraged to look over our list 
of physical and psychological conditions that may 
qualify them for a prescription,” said Pierick. “I’m 
really excited to be in the position to help improve 
the lives of so many young people.”

Tim Nelson made sure to point out that stu
dents will have to show their NMC ID cards before 
receiving any marijuana.

“We intend to make the process of obtaining the 
marijuana as streamlined as possible but certain
ly recognize the need to keep things organized and 
under control,” said Nelson. “I will be personally 
overseeing the entire operation.”

The greenhouse and outdoor gardening area are 
set to begin construction over the summer with the 
first classes to be available for registration as soon 
as the fall 2009 semester and no later than summer 
2010. Courses on hash brownies and spacecake 
baking will also be added to the culinary program 
within the next year or two.

Students interested in taking courses in mari
juana cultivation are encouraged to stop into the 
counseling offices in Les Biederman Building. 
Classes are expected to fill up quickly, so it will 
be important to communicate with the NMC ad
ministrative staff.

Cafeteria worker hit 
with thrown Brownie

NMC to add Girl Scout cookies to 
"necessary purchases" budget

IEVAVAIMGARD
Pickle Features Editor
Eight-year-old Mary Collins was severely injured Wednesday after 

being thrown at a cafeteria worker at NMC in West Hall. She has recently 
come out of critical condition, but remains at Munson for further testing.

'lhe incident, involving the 72-pound Brownie Girl Scout, the cafete
ria worker and a former NMC student, occurred at approximately 4 p.m. 
Collins, hoping to sell a few boxes of Girl Scout cookies, was allowed to 
walk over to the college from the playground of Eastern Elementary.

According to an anonymous eyewitness, Collins approached for
mer NMC student and current cage fighter Tyler Michaels to ask him 
for his order. Michaels, seemingly fed up at being asked for money, 
grabbed the girl by her brown sash, swung her over his head and 
hurled her at Evan Montgomery, a guy behind the counter in the taco 
line. After bouncing off Montgomerys beer belly, Collins landed in 
the taco meat. Unconscious, the girl was rushed to Munson Medical 
Center to be treated for third-degree burns sustained from the meat.

“Mary is a trooper,” said Dr. Mitchell Davis of Munson Medical 
Center. “Although she has sustained serious burns to her torso, left 
arm and neck, we are certain she’ll pull through.”

Collins’ room at the hospital is filled with flowers and handmade 
cards from her troop-mates. Messages like “eye miss u merry,” and 
“kom hom sooon!” are plastered across the walls.

Collins has been the top cookie salesgirl in Troop #125 of Eastern 
Elementary since joining the troop two years ago.

Cookie Mom Tracy Stevens said, “We miss Mary. She’s a sweet 
girl with a kind heart and a cheery disposition. She’s found a way to 
appeal to so many cookie-buyers; it’s just a shame that something 
like this had to happen.”

Local child psychologist Linda Schwartz is concerned for Col
lins’ welfare.

“This is a classic case of physical abuse against a minor,” Schwartz 
said. “When a man threatens a child’s welfare in such a way, the 
child is bound to be emotionally scarred by the experience.”

Schwartz recommends a year of counseling following Collins’ release 
from Munson and is willing to offer a reduced rate for her services.

NMC director of public relations. Paul Heaton responded to the 
incident with a press conference.

“We are saddened by the recent outburst of violence that oc
curred on campus,” said Heaton. “We, as a school, do not condone 
bullying or violence of any sort, against any person.”

College officials released a revised budget this week, adding an al
lotment for Girl Scout cookies.

“NMC has pledged to purchase 1000 boxes of Girl Scout cookies 
from Mary Collins and Troop #125,” said Heaton. “We will budget 
money for this cookie order for the next five years.”

Brownie troop #125 is pleased with the college’s generous re
sponse to the incident.

“ Ihe girls have been hoping to raise enough money for a camp
ing trip at Camp Little Deer in Manistee,” said Stevens. “It looks as 
though NMC has made the dream a reality for troop #125.”

»

*
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State of Michigan 
captained by ghosts
Maritime seeking ways to market haunting 

to appeal to prospective students

I MONICA BENNETT
Pickle Senior Maritime Correspondent

Due to declining enrollment at the Maritime Academy, Maritime Su
perintendent John Tanner USMS and staff are struggling to pique stu
dents’ interest and meet the necessary enrollment numbers in order to 
keep the program vitel.

It is a longtime rumor that the State of Michigan is host to sev
eral spirits whose presence is so prominent that they actually interfere 
with the management of the ships, and who have frightened away 
countless students. Tanner has decided to turn the rumor into his 
program’s own advantage.

Tanner made the decision after meeting with a public relations 
consultant, who suggested it as a way to bring back the positive as
pects of Maritime.

“At first when he suggested it, I thought he was crazy. But then I 
thought, ‘Heck, why not?’ At this point, I’ll try just about anything to 
bring enrollment numbers back up,” said Tanner.

The suggestion was made because of the recent influx of horror films 
being released. According to Tanner, appealing to a younger audience is 
important for Maritime.

“This job really takes determination and complete dedication,” said 
Tanner. “There’s not much room for a great family life, so it’s important 
to catch them when they’re young.”

Because horror films appear mainly to the younger audience, this 
campaign should be ideal. It will feature a commercial to be aired on 
local channels, a radio spot on WNMC and two billboard ads here in 
Traverse City.

“We’re hoping to capture some footage of the actual ghosts them
selves, as this will enhance students’ interest by far. We want this to look 
like an awesome experience—in more than one way,” said PR consultant 
Aaron Wellman.

Wellman plans to bring in professional spirit mediums to try to inter
act with the ghosts long enough to capture them on film. A professional 
camera crew will also be hired in order to compile the commercial.

“I want it to have all the suspense and appeal of a horror film, while still 
broadcasting the thrill of Maritime,” Wellman said of the commercial.

As for the radio spot and billboard ads, Tanner says the message will 
be something along the lines of: “Looking for a thrilling experience? Join 
Maritime Academy!” with ghost sounds to accompany the radio spot and 
pictures of them to accompany the billboard ads.

The campaign will debut in early May 2009, in time for students to 
enroll for the fall semester. As for the prospect of the ads scaring

or offending some people, Wellman 
thinks the gain will override the loss. 

“As long as we get the numbers up, 
that’s all that matters right now. You 

\ win some, you lose some, but Mar- 
itime really needs to increase en- 

I rollment right now. We’re just 
\ using what we’ve got,” he said.
\ Students interested in en- 
| \. rolling for what Tanner has 
I deemed a thrilling experi

ence should visit the Great 
Lakes Maritime Academy 

website www.nmc.edu/ maritime.

FROM THE SOURCE S MOUTH
By ROGER FULBRIGHT Pickle Managing Editor

Second-year student 
fights for birthright
NMC student Victor Draine is going public.

After years offighting outside of the limelight, he 
is speaking to the press about the relationship be
tween him and his estranged father, President Barack 
Obama. Draine sat down with Pickle Managing Edi
tor Roger Fulbright to talk about his fight to be recog
nized as the son of President Obama and why he is so 
determined to be a part of the Obama family.

WPP: What first convinced you that President 
Obama was your biological father?
DRAINE: Well, when he was running for his Sen
ate seat in Illinois, people started telling me how 
much I looked like him. At first I was like, “No 
way, that’s impossible!” But everything changed 
when I told my mother about the situation. She 
beat around the bush for a while and tried to laugh 
about it. To this day, she hasn’t admitted the truth, 
but there’s been so much more evidence revealed to 
me since then that I have no doubt that I am not 
Victor Draine. I am Victor Obama.

WPP: What evidence have you found to support 
that claim?
DRAINE: Well, plenty. Not only do we look a lot
alike, we also share a similar vision. We both believe *
in hope and equality and the American dream. I’ve 
also compared vacation photos from the year preced
ing my birth to locations that President Obama was 
known to be present. Much to my surprise, I discov
ered that President Obama was frequently within a 
day’s journey of where my mother was staying at the 
time. Clearly, something was going on. .

WPP: Have you discussed your claims with the 
Obama family?
DRAINE: I have made efforts to contact Barack 
Obama through email, as well as through his Face- 
book fan-page with no results. In addition, I have 
called his offices but always seem to get put on hold 
until 1 finally hang up. One time I stayed on the 
phone for almost six hours. That’s why I’m taking 
this to the press.

WPP: What is your next move?
DRAINE: I ’m hoping that taking mv case pub
lic will pressure President Obama to come forward 
and take responsibility for his actions. A simple pa
ternity test will suffice. I am absolutely certain that 
the results will prove my case beyond any reason
able doubt.

WPP: Why is this so important to you?
DRAINE: I consider myself a man of integrity, 
and I would like to believe that the President of the 
United States is as well. I’m not looking for a quick 
buck. I just want some closure. I’ve always known 
I was born for greatness. Maybe this is why. Some 
people may see this as a scand-.il, but I see it as an 
opportunity for President Obama to lead by ex
ample. Everyone makes mistakes, but sometimes a 
mistake can turn into a miracle. 1 believe that I am 
that miracle, and 1 just want him and everyone else 
in the country to see that.

The White Pine Press wishes Victor Draine the best 
of luck in his battle for the truth. If anyone has any 
information that could help him strengthen his case, 
he can be reached at 231-929-5728.
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What do you think about NMC’s economic
stimulus plans?

□ Agree

□ Disagree Please out out this survey and send 
to...

□ What? The Office of Tim Nelson

□ No really, 
what?

1701 E. Front St.

Traverse City, MI 49686

□ F-- -

TOP 10
Top 10 student suggestions for stimulous use

1. Heated Indoor Pool
2. Porn
3. Porn
4. Aquarium
5. Weaving Loom
6. Sports Team (Any)
7. Alpaca Farm
8. Micro-Brewery
9. Moving Sidewalk and Escala

tors installed throughout campus
10. Jetpacks

Economic stimulus 
stimulates staff and 

students
IACE MCCLOUD

Pickle Scope Specialist
The economic stimulus bill has been all over the news 

for the past few months, and it seems every major company 
has requested a bailout, and most of them are getting that 
money. But in a surprising piece of brilliant economic fore
sight, automakers and banks turned out not to be the only 
ones getting paid.

Northwestern Michigan College is to receive over $50 mil
lion in federal bailout money. While this may seem like a large 
sum, the plan that the college has laid out will put every cent 
of that money to use. The detailed plan has listed improve
ments for every major NMC facility and department.

According to the plan published last week, the first major 
expenditure will be to replace NMC Security’s aging force of 
Tiger Trucks with five brand-new, 70 ton M1 Abrams tanks. 
According to Michael Hoffman, Campus Security Manager, “I 
feel that students don’t treat the security on campus with a lot 
of respect, mostly due to the fact that our main mode of trans
portation is less threatening than a Geo. We feel that this nec
essary upgrade will finally give us the respect we deserve.” The 
tanks are armed with a 103 millimeter main cannon capable of 
piercing over a foot of solid steel, and came directly from the 
forces returning from the War in Iraq. While slightly used, the 
tanks are in prime condition.

Other NMC departments are receiving new equipment 
as well. The Health and Science building will be adding a 
full scale behavioral psychology department. While slowly 
being replaced by more modern and scientifically support
ed fields of study, behavioral psychology still has a strong 
following. In preparation for the new wing, Greg LaCross, 
head of the Science Department, has purchased over 1,000 
white Norwegian rats to use in behavioral studies. “This is

what the rats are supposed to be used for, right?” asked La-
Cross upon delivery of the animals. “I mean, we need this 
many. For science. And learning.”

The Dennos Museum has plans as well. The museum has 
decided to acquire Michael Moore as a permanent exhibit. Mu
seum officials released a statement stating that as a prominent 
social and political figure, Mr. Moore is a prime candidate 
for preservation. Mr. Moore will be replacing the once popu
lar sound wall in the Discovery Gallery. When a part of Mr. 
Moore is touched, a sound bite from one of his many politi
cally charged films will be played. Dennos officials believe that 
their “Meet Michael Moore” exhibit will bring in thousands of 
new visitors to the museum.

The single, largest use of the stimulus money will be in 
the form of the new telescope to be installed at the J.H. Rog
ers Observatory. Due to lack of interest and falling attendance 
at the Observatory, Jerry Dobek, professor of astronomy at 
NMC, has decided to install the worlds largest optical tele
scope. Dwarfing the current record holder, the Gran Tele
scopic Canarias in the Canary .Islands, the new “Big F—in’ 
Telescope” will hope to bring in visitors from all over the 
world. “I think that the Big F—in’ Telescope is a great idea,” 
Dobek said. “In all seriousness, the Big F—in’ Telescope will 
put NMC on the map as far as big f—in’ telescopes go.”

While the various departments on campus are receiving the 
majority of the funds, the students have not been forgotten. 
Some of the money will go directly to relieve students in these 
tough economic times. The NMC bookstore will be giving 
out 256 megabyte flash-drives to any enrolled NMC student 
until the end of the week.
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Tuition freeze 
is good news, 
but not good

enough
Every year, NMC trustees run on the same platform: “We will 

NOT raise tuition.” Then, as reliably as the change in seasons, they 
do just that. That is, until this year.

Finally, this year, the NMC 
board has followed through 
and frozen tuition.

Honestly, it’s about time. 
This is the first step toward 
a better future for us college

_______________________________ students. The administration
is responding to a very real 
need—affordable education. 

The problem is that students don’t understand that they deserve 
this. They will be grateful for the good break they’ve been given but 
will forget about all the previous years they’ve been given the shaft.

Don’t even start talking about inflation and rising costs. Those 
are just smoke screens to distract the student body from what’s really 
going on. Going to college is a rip-off and it’s time to take the educa
tional system back. It’s time to reverse the last five decades of tuition 
increases then do away with it altogether.

We students are dropping thousands of dollars to go to school 
here, and quite frankly, we’re sick of it. It’s not that we don’t see the 
value in a good education. We just don’t want to pay for it.

High school is free, junior high is free, and we can’t recall paying 
to go to elementary school. So, what’s the deal anyway? Isn’t it writ
ten somewhere in the constitution that everyone should be able to 
get a solid education without any inconvenience whatsoever?

We at the paper have had enough of these negative stereotypes 
being leveled at young adults in this country. We do care about our fu
tures. We just don’t want to have to pay to make them better.

Student loans are an unreasonable 
burden and working part-time jobs 

at minimum wage is a waste 
of the energy and potential 
that young minds hold. We 
are sick and tired of hear

ing about how hard previous 
generations had to work to get to 

where they are now. Shouldn’t we be 
working to end this cycle? Shouldn’t we 
be working toward a better, more com

fortable future?
If that isn’t what this country is all about, 

then to hell with it. It’s not about anything. 
Americans are entided to get the best and take 
it for granted. What needs to change is our 

contentment with the status quo. Give 
us convenience or give us death. 
Were talking to you, Tim Nel

son, and we are talking to the 
world.

THE ISSUE:
NMC Trustees freeze tuition

OUR VIEW:
That's not good enough

Artistic Experimentation/MATTHEW MONLEY

Letter to the Editor

ROGER FULBRIGHT
Pickle Managing Editor

Kevin, it’s Chad Campbell. Listen bro, I dunno 
what you be talking about, bro. We bros are still kickin’. 
I know it. It’s good to hear that you’ll be keepin’ your 
bro gear, bro-seffl Beta Rho Omega National is organiz
ing the “Bro-back Mountain” Reunion Tour. Bros like 
Dave Matthews and Phish are cornin’ out, bro!

Well be hittin’ all the rad hangouts we used to 
hit back in U of M. Colorado peaks for some sweet 
heli-drops and hit up SoCal for a week of surf
ing. We got keggers lined up for.every city and a 
month-long beer pong tournament.

We even set up a tour through the Abercrombie

Superstore. They are given us state-of-the-art sweat
ers, bro! Carson Daly heard about your troubles, 
bro. He’s setting up a Bro-divational Seminar to 
help us all keep it real in these twilight years.

Sorry to hear the man has gotcha down bro! Keep 
your chin up and your chest out, bro, and you’ll be 
livin’ large n’ in charge! It will all work out in the 
end, bro! Gotta keep up your bro-fessionalism.

Bro-love, man,
Chad Campbell (A real bro)

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts let
ters to the editor from members of the col
lege and community. Letters should be less 
than 400 words, typewritten, and signed 
with your name, address and phone number. 
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, 
spelling and length. Opinions expressed are 
not necessarily those of The White Pine 
Press staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686
BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 

BY FAX: (231)995-2110 *

%
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“What’s the weirdest thing you’ve found on campus?”

"Bloodly prosthetic leg 
clogging a toilet."

THE MOP, 51
"At my age, nothing sur
prises me."

"Found my beard"

POWERSTACHE, 31

"His mustache"

"You wouldn't believe 
me if I yold you."

REGGY, 46

You don't even want to 
hear about the loads I've 
plunged

TOM, 38

"This hat and these 
suspenders."

DOUGY, 12

I

SOUnD BVTE5
"Everybody was right when they said I was going to get 
bored of hip hop. My new calling? Game show-hosting."
JOAQUIN PHOENIX, as overheard by key grip Jim Smythe working 
on KC Affleck's documentary. Phoenix recently signed a two- 
year contract to host ABC's new show, "Who Wants to Be a 
Math Teacher?" airing this fall.

"Finally! Someone's picked up that prime piece of real es
tate. It worked in New York City, it WILL work in Traverse 
City." City planner Z.C. HOFFMAN of the sale of the empty lot on 
West Front Street. The city commission has approved a ten- 
story skyscraper, slated to begin construction in June.

"I'm pretty sure she probably knew. Moms are pretty 
smart." LEVI JOHNSTON, the sweater-vest-clad ex-fiancee of Sarah 
Palin's oldest daughter Bristol, said when asked whether Gover
nor Palin knew he and Bristol were having sex under her roof.

"Sam and Lindsay are broken up, but Sam does not feel 
she's in any danger whatsoever. She thinks the whole 
thing is absurd." A source close to SAM RONSON, Lindsey Lo
han's ex-girlfriend, when asked whether Ronson had anything 
to do with the request for a restraining order against Lohan.

"I c-c-c-Can't f-f-ind m-mm-my m-mm-m-mm-edd-ssss!"
Screen legend and Parkinson's sufferer MICHAEL J. FOX, in what 
has become a daily routine. At a film premiere Wednesday,
Fox was seen desperately clutching the arm of Keira Knightley, 
who offered no support on her 65-pound frame. Journalists 
covering Fox gave him two Ambien and the number of a doc
tor to call in the morning. Fox died later that night.

"Look, I'm not planning on going anywhere. My duty is in 
the Senate... as far as my health is concerned. I'll cross that 
bridge when I come to it."SENATOR EDWARD M. 'TED’ KENNEDY, 
noted bridge-crosser, cancer victim and liberal icon, speaking to 
reporters yesterday on Capitol Hill, Assuming the chosen bridge 
does not contain the word 'Chappaquiddick', we can all wish 
the Senator a safe recovery, lest he supersoak another ho..

Who do you have to kill to find 
a parking spot around here?

IALLIE CLEMONS
Pickle Staff Writer

Are you tired of being late to class every day due 
to the lack of parking spots on campus? Does it ag
gravate you when you are forced to squeeze your car 
into three-quarters of a parking space (and then climb 
out through the sunroof) because some idiot in one of 
the spots next to yours is over the line? Have you ever 
been tempted to run over one of the approximately 
314 people who are loitering in the lots at any given 
time? Are you pretty much ready to kill?

It seems as if college officials are finally begin
ning to understand our parking plight, and now, 
using NMC’s stimulus funds, they are working to 
make exactly this possible. This summer, college of
ficials will be purchasing a variety of vehicle modi
fications from an unspecified source. According to 
officials, these vehicle mods are key to their scheme 
of thinning the crowds in our school’s parking lots. 
They are approaching it from a Darwinian point of 
view—in other words, whoever’s best fit to ram the 
crap out of everyone else’s cars is going to survive the 
longest (and get the best parking spot).

The mods will be available to students this fall. 
Standard issue mods include the iron-spiked front 
bumper and hubcaps. The former is intended to 
pierce through the opponent’s frame, so make sure 
to ram the front of the car, where you can poten
tially cause some serious damage (or, if you’re really 
sneaky, you can sideswipe your opponent, pierce 
through one of the doors and skewer either the driv
er or a passenger). The latter is intended to puncture 
your opponent’s tires, so that they will be rendered 
immobile and, therefore, be easier to annihilate. The 
bumper and hubcaps, which will be issued as a set,

will be free to all students.
There will also be a variety of upgrades for the 

standard mods; however, these will have price tags 
attached. Students will be able to purchase addi
tional iron spikes, which can be welded onto their 
bumper or hubcaps (the college plans to start selling 
do-it-yourself welding kits in the bookstore this fall, 
so you don’t have to worry about hiring a pro to in
stall your mods). Students may also wish to purchase 
back bumpers, since front bumpers are only includ
ed in the standard package. Other upgrades include: 
razor spikes (to replace the iron spikes), flame-throw
ers (which can be installed both on the hub caps and 
on the frame) and battering rants. The latter will 
be available in both the original, iron model (ex
tremely handy for pushing parked cars out of spaces) 
and a rotating, titanium drill model. And, for the 
big spenders out there, the college will be purchas
ing a limited number of gun turret kits, which are 
installed on the car’s roof and can be operated by a 
passenger. Officials believe that the amount of profit 
generated from the sale of the vehicle mods will out
weigh the tuition lost due to student casualties by a 
wide margin.

Although the usage of vehicle mods on campus 
may become subject to ethical debate, they will un
doubtedly prove to be extremely helpful in both un
crowding NMC’s parking lots and therapeutically 
releasing the anger of many a road-raged student.

*

**
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Not only is Western Michigan University highly rated by those keeping score, 

but we work with your Northwestern Michigan College advisors to ensure 

you get more of the credits you've earned. Western is distinguished by an 

engaged faculty with a number of experts who are leaders in their fields. 

They are all about providing real-world experience--and keeping you and

your degree on schedule. Add to that over 230 degrees and some of the highest 

ranked programs in the nation, and you can be assured this is the place you 

want to be today—and the school you want to graduate from tomorrow.

U.S. News& World Report

• Nationally recognized programs ranging from 
engineering management and geosciences to 
jazz studies and advertising

• Second highest number of undergraduate programs 
for any Michigan university

■
• Scholarships and special housing available 

for transfer students

Western Michigan
University

Admissions: (269! 387-2000 • wmick.edu/adtnissions/transfer

1
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Last

MERCURY DAVIS
Pickle Features Writer

“Bro”
lets go

It was with a heavy heart last weekend 
that local bro Kevin Anscer packed away 
the pieces of a personal style that the rest 
of the nation outgrew a long time ago.

“Later, bro,” said Anscer, as he stuffed 
items including an autographed photo of 
Carson Daly, Hollister polo shirts, a beer 
pong set, iron cross decals and other as
sorted t-shirts into a plain cardboard box.

“These shirts were once my life,” said 
Anscer, who read from a few of his stated 
favorites. “‘Ohio is for Lovers,’ ‘Guinness 
Keeps its Head’ and ‘Down with Panties’ - 
- these were how 1 rolled. But it wasn’t just 
a label, not to me. It was a life.”

But not anymore. Anscer said he 
didn’t know he was the last bro until he 
was contacted last month by a style re
porter for comment.

“And I was like, no way, bro,” said An
scer. “I told her that bros were alive and 
well. Me and my bro-ski’s were just thril
lin’ at a kegger last weekend. We paid to 
see two chicks make

out, then we drove around in my 
SICK Acura Integra yelling stuff 
at people.”

But a phone call to his friends 
revealed that the kegger in ques
tion happened two summers ago, 
when bro fashion, though already 
in decline, remained an option for 
young males aged 15 to 25.

His friends attribute Kevin’s 
cluelessness to inebriation, video 
games and denial.

“Kevin drinks a lot, okay? He 
plays a lot of XBOX. It’s not sur
prising that he didn’t notice times 
were changing,” said Brad Jones, 
a friend and former bro who said 
he “went emo” more than a year 
ago. “But I think too that Kevin 
just didn’t want to change,” added 
Jones. “He was a bro’s bro. A bro- 
fessional. Straight up.”

Jones also added that Kevin 
could quote from movies all day 
long, with Anchorman, Wedding 
Crashers, Zoolander, Old School, 
and, of course Pulp Fiction being 
favorite source material.

Having been left behind didn’t 
fully come home to Anscer until 
a St. Patrick’s day party two weeks 
ago, when after “pounding” an 

AMP Mountain Dew and 
vodka, he screamed “Yeeeeah, 
beeeyotch,” and nobody laughed. 

“That’s when it hit me,” said
Anscer. “The world didn’t care 

about my X-TREME sports hobbies 
and my SICK party life anymore. 
What happened?”

This is a question that former bros
and social scientists will struggle to an

swer in the coming decades, along with

WHO'S THIS BRO? This picture of Kevin Anscer, taken in December of 2008, 
illustrates his psychological struggle to maintain his bro status as he denied— 
though ultimately knew of—the inevitable extinction of the bros. Kevin was 23 
years old at the time the photograph was taken and was a little drunk.

why bros existed, what they believed in, 
and why they eventually disappeared.

“There are very few things we know 
for sure,” said University of Michigan re
searcher John Tifflin. “The bro is close
ly identified with cargo shorts, Razr cell 
phones and a general obsession with 
brand names. Beyond that, the bro is 
largely a mystery.”

Perhaps because of this, former bros 
like Blake Nealon, now a sales representa
tive for a cell phone company, are urging 
that research be started as soon as possible 
so that valuable history isn’t lost.

“I was a bro before bros were ‘bros,’ 
bro,” said Nealon, “and today everyone 
forgets that at one time being a bro was

like being a revolutionary. Sure, peo
ple were wearing oversized flip flops and 
Lucky Charms T-shirts before bros, but 
bros were the first to put the two together.”

Anscer is unsure about what style he’ll 
change into, but he hopes that being bro 
will one day enjoy a retro revival.

“That’s why I’m not throwing any of 
this away,” said Anscer as he boxed up 
the last of his former life. “I’ll just be a 
‘scenesrer,’ for awhile. I don’t know... 
maybe start going to class.”

*
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Device attracts opposite sex
Think you're too picky? Think again.

Created by NASA and first used at the 
University of Michigan , a small device that 
is ingested orally has been proven, in scien
tific studies, to alter a persons perception 
of another.

TECHNO 
BABBLE

HUGO SALAVAR
■ Pickle Staff Columnist

About the size and shape of a breath 
mint strip, Cupids Arrow melts in the 
mouth and is then reconstructed in the 
upper G1 of the abdomen. It’s here that it 
attaches to the wall of the upper intestines 
where it lives or flourishes for years.

Affecting the medulla oblongata, the 
part of the brain that passes judgment or is 
critical of sensory data; the Arrow seems to 
block the genetic engineering that makes us 
discriminatory when it comes to mating.

The experiment, code-named “Opera
tion Biergoggles,” was orchestrated by 
Dr. Hugh Jass, Chief Surgeon of Wash
ington DC, and was originally developed 
to make nations friendlier towards one 
another.

Jass stumbled upon the device by ac
cident, as several of his test volunteers ex
pressed sexual advances towards the good 
doctor in stage two of the controlled, 
double-blind study. Jass thought it odd 
that 22-year-old, beautiful, blonde women 
would become sexually attracted to him, 
a 63-year-old, 290-pound, bald and dis
figured male. After continuing the ex
periment for years, making sure he had it 
right, he concluded that he could market 
the device to the FDA for public use.

It’s not clear how the device works but 
the effects seem to be permanent, which 
has garnered a “thumbs up” from the 
Pope. The Vatican, known for its support 
of family values, endorsed Dr. Jass’s work 
as “healthy for the sanctity of the family.” 
“We foresee fewer divorces over a period of

time if couples are attracted to each other,” 
said Monsignor Moorehead.

He may be right. Out of the 255 
married couples of the study, 
there were only 17 that 
filed for separation or di
vorce, compared to the 
national average of 78 
percent. All 17 were 
gay men. “We have 
a theory that the gay 
gene, which seems 
to be more erect in 
nature, is unable to 
contain its desire for 
sexual gratification,” 
said the doctor.

The device does 
carry some side effects, 
as one out of every 31 
users of the device expe
riences some gastro dis
comforts, including anal 
leakage.

“It’s worth it for me,” said

Iva Bigun, as he and his wife Youvah have 
been together for five wonderful years. “I 

don’t mind that she has a flat 
head, one eyebrow, 

chipped teeth and 
cheek bones that 

don’t match up. 
And being 

185 pounds 
overweight 
means there 

is mote of her 
to love,” said 
Mr. Bigun.

The device 
will be available 

in most Wal- 
Marts in rural 

areas around the 
country.

GrandVaixey 
State Universit y

TRAVERSE CITY 
Regional Center

PREPARE YOURSELF 
TO EXCEL

Liberal Studies Degree 
Areas of Emphasis:

Earn a bachelor’s degree in Liberal Studies. This customized degree program lets you 

study topics most relevant toyourcareer goals. You develop your own course of study, in 

consultation with your advisor, in areas of emphasis such as pre-law, environmental 
advocacy, nonprofit leadership, communication arts, child development, social work, or 

other human services. Plus, the flexible curriculum makes it easier to' use your previous 

college credit to complete the degree. It's your time to excel. Call or visit us onlinefor 

more information about the Liberal Studies program at Grand Valley in Traverse City. 
gvsu.edu/traverse i 231.995.1785 ; 888.922.1785

SMC
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Very bright planets
After dominating the evening skies for much of 2008 and the 
first quarter of 2009, Venus has shoved her way into the morn
ing skies. Feeling overwhelmed, Mercury quickly retreated into, 
the evening sky. Mars is now attempting to overshadow the 
bright morning star, what everyone is calling “Venus envy.”
Pluto is preparing to make another stab at full planetship during 
this year’s International Astronomical Union meeting in Rio De 
Janeiro. The “dwarf planet” is tired of “whistling while he orbits” 
and seeks to be reinstated.

Skyglow, no-go
Due to the extended amount of winter snow and clouds along 
with the ever-increasing skyglow of the area, the Constellations 
are cancelling their springtime appearance. No refunds will be 
issued. In Federal Court this week, the summer Constellations 
have filed a lawsuit against the State Theater for stealing their 
showing of the night sky for August. A spokesman at the State 
Theatre has responded with: “It’s free enterprise. Besides, it’s 
only one night.”

Editor's note: As Solar System Ambassador, Jerry Dobek mas 
called back to his home planet for a conference and was not 
available for this article.
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When the levee 
breaks, babe 

I’m gonna leave you
As many of you know, Health Services of

fers a variety of contraceptives available to 
the NMC community at litde to no charge. 
Whether it be the “morning after” pill or 
condoms, you can find whatever you need 
right down the hall from the counseling of
fices. Yet, recently it has been discovered that 
some of the products offered may not be safe 
as they were thought to be.

DON'T DO IT 
IN THE DARK

■SATRICK PEWART
Pickle Staff Columnist

HERE AND 
THERE
■ MAGGIE GYLLENHAAL

Pickle Staff Columnist

Few Android phones... yet
BARCELONA, Spain - We were told to expect them.

Over the last few weeks the Web has been awash with speculation that many 
handset makers would unveil competitors to the Gl, the first mobile phone to oper
ate on Google s Android system, at the Mobile World Congress in Barcelona recent
ly. The phone manufacturers helped maintain the suspense, coyly declining to say 
whether they would unveil such a device at the show.

So it’s fair to say that MWC 2009 was a disappointment on the Android front.
The Nokia, Sony Ericsson, Samsung and LG news conferences are now behind

us and there wasn’t a whiff of an An
droid phone from them.

HTC, the maker of the first Gl 
phone, also failed to unveil a succes
sor at its presser.

As has been the case recent
ly, however, a Chinese firm has 
stepped up to fill the vacuum. 
Huawei Technologies showcased

its first Android-powered smart phone, which it said will hit the shelves in the 
third quarter of the year.

THE VIDEO CONFERENCE CALL ... ON A WATCH PHONE
Every year the top PR executives of the main telecom players must sit around in

the autumn and try to think of ways to spice up their news conferences at MWC.
The brainstorming must have been particularly difficult this time around because

frugal times call mean bubbly, canapes and flashy gifts are out of question to try to 
lure reporters to announcements.

Of course some of the big boys don’t need much other than their top exec on 
stage. The fear of missing a big launch from them is strong enough to ensure a 
packed house even on slim news. That was the case for Microsoft, which served Steve 
Ballmer at a news conference for the first time in Barcelona, and Nokia.

But sometimes you need to be more inventive. And if you don’t have a highly 
charismatic, well known exec of your own, you can always invite one.

That’s what LG did, albeit with a twist, as it made Ballmer appear on a conference 
call conducted from a watch phone. No matter that the picture was blurry and the 
message unintelligible, at least there was a recognizable face on screen.

WE ARE GREEN, CAN’T YOU TELL?
Oh and yes, the industry tried to milk the green theme again.
The winner in that category was Nokia, which, although it didn’t have any par

ticular announcement related ta its environmental efforts, managed to make it a top 
theme of Chief Executive Olli Pekka Kallasvuo’s presentation at a time when all any
one cares about in the industry, really, is the economic climate.

“Being green should be about more than creating on-off green devices and fea
tures,” Kallasvuo said.

In fact Nokia has recycling capabilities in 85 countries and has just released its 
most-energy efficient charger, he told us.

Good for them, but in the meantime, the recycled phone announced last year 
doesn’t appear to gaining much traction.

Could it be that the news Samsung is planning an eco-friendly phone called the 
Blue Earth has tickled the Finnish champion?

A recent shipment of the popular Life
style condoms was found to be completely 
and utterly faulty. The condoms were from 
a botched batch that were sent to popu
lar spring break destinations such as 
Daytona Beach and Cancun be
fore the company
was able to 
put a stop 
to their 
shipment.
Unfor
tunately, 
these con
doms do 
not protect 
against STDs 
or pregnancy,
and instead have 
absolutely no fea
sible use besides a 
false sense of security 
during intercourse.

Interestingly 
enough, a large portion 
of these “botched” con
doms arrived at our own 
Health Services and have
been in distribution for several 
months now. It is unclear ex
actly how this shipment meant 
for Mexico arrived in Michigan, 
but a current investigation into 
the incident is in motion, head
ed by the Traverse City police 
department. The assumption is, 
according to Officer Johnson, 
that, “the shipment was con
fused with a suspicious package
containing copious amounts of co
caine. We can only assume that the 
two were switched, with the cocaine 
going on to Mexico and the condoms ar
riving in Northern Michigan. Beats me—I’m

relatively new here.”
PR representative from Lifestyle Jurgen 

Hasbringer said, “we have absolutely no idea 
how the shipment ended up in Traverse City 
at Northwestern Michigan College. Our 
legal representatives are looking into the inci
dent and will respond promptly with a reso
lution. Where is Traverse City, if you don’t 
mind me asking?”

An anonymous representative from 
Health Services is encouraging all students 
who engaged in sexual activity while using 
these condoms to take action to insure their 
wellbeing. “We want our students to be safe 
and are completely appalled by this situation. 
We are begging any students that may have 
used these Lifestyle products to get tested for 
STDs and take a pregnancy test as soon as 
possible. We have since disposed of all con

doms from this botched shipment and 
i have restocked with new products.”

NMC, in response to this insane 
turn of events, has responded with 
open arms. “We are here to help the

J® students through this hard time. The 

board is currently offering free tu
ition to any students and their 

offspring who can prove that 
their pregnancy is a direct re
sult of this botched ship
ment of condoms. We want 
our students to feel safe and 
secure and thrive from this 

strange occurrence. It is our 
main priority besides fix
ing the horrible parking 
situation and buying a 
new cappuccino ma
chine for the faculty.”

If any students are 
worried that they may 
have used one of the 

Lifestyle products,
I highly encourage 
them to head to 
their local medical 
facility for a blood 
and/or pregnancy 
test as soon as con

venient. My only 
hope is that we can 

avoid such situations
in the future and con

tinue to live a care-free 
sexual existence.

*»
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Jonas Brothers serve justice 
in new action film

IZELMA HILD
Pickle Staff W[iter

Kevin, Nick and Joe Jonas make a leap from boy 
band phenoms to action star heroes.

In their new film Serving Justice - soon playing 
in a theater near you — the Jo-Bros play the John
son brothers, cops in downtown Las Vegas. The city 
officials of the town are corrupt and their minds 
are polluted with greed and power. All of the other 
cops on the force are in the pockets of the Mayor 
- played by Vin Die
sel — except the John
son Brothers, who are a 
beacon of light stream
ing through the fog and 
smut to the people of 
Las Vegas.

Demi Lavato plays 
Dee Dee, a struggling 
musician trying to 
make ends meet, who 
has to turn to exot
ic dancing to pay the 
bills. She dances in a 
corrupt night club, the 
Devil’s Playground, 
which Mayor Wilson . 
frequents. He becomes 
a fan of Dee Dees, and 
begins harassing her.
Joe’s character, John, 
rescues Dee Dee from 
the mayor one night 
and the connection be
tween John and Dee 
Dee is immediate.

The Johnson brothers are already on the mayor’s 
bad side because they won’t take bribes or look the 
other way when Mayor Wilson and his cronies com
mit a crime. But after John rescues Dee Dee, Mayor 
Wilson goes on a rampage. He and his henchmen 
begin to make life miserable for the three brothers. 
He tries to frame Nick’s character, Nate, for murder, 
and he kidnaps Kyles (Kevin) wife Nellie, played by 
Nicole Kidman. The Johnson brothers embark on a 

misson to bring down 
he bad guys and 
serve justice to 

them once 
and for all. 

Selena
Gomez, Ash

ley Tisdale,
Hilary Duff and Vanessa 

Hugens make cameo 
appearances as 

hookers and 
strippers. You 
could call this 
film a Disney 
affair.

What 
makes this

stand-out is the fact that the Jonas brothers are not 
only playing starring roles, but also wrote, directed 
and produced the project.

Kevin Jonas told sources that one day he was 
daydreaming about being a tough cop, and this 
story popped into his head. “1 imagined it all out 
that day and wrote it down right away. I showed it 
to my bros and they raved over it. Nick said, ‘We

★★★★

movie a

have to do this Bros!’ and we did!”
When asked in a recent interview how they pre

pared for the role as police officers, Joe Jonas an
swered, “I was up in the gym just working on my 
fitness. Yeah, I was pumping iron like four times a 
day. As you can see it’s paid off!” As he said this he 
flexed and kissed his muscled arm.

“I really wanted Nicole Kidman to play my wife 
in the movie,” said Kevin, “but I never thought it 
would happen. She was really excited about it though 
when her manager gave her a script. She really wanted 
to work with us. She said it was the ‘opportunity of 
a lifetime.’ And the good thing was, she is only five 
inches taller than me, so we were a good fit.”

When you watch this movie, be sure to listen 
closely to the soundtrack. The Jonas Brothers and 
Demi Lavato sing a good portion of the amazing 
songs on it. Miley Cyrus put aside her feelings for 
Nick and contributes-a song, as does Nicole Kid
man. The pop flare of the soundtrack gives the film 
a feel-good sound.

This film is filled to the brim with action, sus
pense, car chases, races and gun fights. The Jonas 
brothers are spectacular. They are really talented 
and look super cute, too! Serving Justice is a cross 
between Die Hard, the Bourne movies and The Fast 
and the Furious.

Definitely put Serving Justice on your to-see list. 
You’ll leave the theater feeling happy, revived and 
with a new faith in films and teenage heartthrobs.

HH ■ HM ■ ■ HH

Foreign Film Forum
Rien

French cinema has traditionally been at the 
front of the avant garde movement. Now, with 
the release of Rien, a new height of experi
mental film has been reached. The title, which 
translates to “nothing,” is an apt description 
of the movie’s contents: 94 minutes of a blan k 
black screen. No actors, no dialogue, no sound 
of any kind—just nothing. Director Pascal Le 
Jeune said in an interview this week that his 
film is utterly open to interpretation by the 
viewers. “No filing of zis kind has been done 
before een ze historic of cinema,” he claims.
“Ze blackness ze viewer observes can be sym- 
bolique of any blackness een his life. I am only
worry eef he sees my film and thinks no thing about eet.” Predictably, few 
American movie theatres have picked up Rien, though French audiences are 
reportedly entranced by the film.

Don t Miss This
Faces of Culture

Students in Dr. Holley’s Introduction to Cultural Anthropology already 
know about what the rest of us have been missing out on: the bewitching 
Faces of Culture series of anthropol
ogy-themed videos. Created in 1983 
for PBS, these 30-minute tele-cours
es are a marvelous introduction to 
the world of anthropology and eth
nography. You’ll meet wack}' char
acters such as Aztec farmers, African 
herders, Pacific headhunters and in
digenous peoples of all kinds. There 
are 26 videos with titles ranging 
from “Subsistence Patterns: Food 
Foragers & Pastoralists” to “Age,
Common Interest, and Stratifica
tion” meaning plenty of opportuni
ties for learning. The footage and 
production are impeccable—the best
the 80s had to offer. You can watch them at http://www2.dsu.nodak.edu/ 
users/cummiskclasses/faces_of_culture.htm

Really Miss This
The Big Green: Catholic Penalty Kick

I’m sure you all remember the Mighty Ducks story. Crappy, 
underfunded, small town hockey team with no hope of success 
against a villanized, well-trained and professionally geared team. You 
may also remember the shoddy soccer spin-offs and floppy football 
fumbles that other Hollywood companies attempted. Well, imagine 
another rendition of this now timeless story set to the tune of young 

Catholic nuns playing soccer to 
raise money for new pews in their 
church. Instead of a pulse-pumping 
cheer of “Ducks! Ducks! Ducks!” 
these young goody-two-shoes recite 
Hail Marys to gain the aid of God. 
Instead of a jersey change to gain 
confidence, the team captain has a 
vision of Saint Peter who tells her 
to how to defeat the goalie through 
faith. This movie was good for a 
laugh, hut only if you find humor in 
failure.

%
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Birds’ Songs CCLVI not aerodynamically pleasing
■ LINCOLN ABRAMS

Pickle A&E Editor

In 1752, Charles Avison published the first work of 
musical criticism in the English language, a review of 
Georg Frideric Handel, heralding the advent of music 
journalism.

In the spring of 1753, Birds released their first com
pilation album, Songs 
'I. A genre-busting 
work of art, it was 
glowingly received in 
the burgeoning musi
cal criticism scene, 
particularly the new 
arts and entertain
ment section in the 
National Audobon 
Society’s monthly 
publication. In 1754 
they did it again, and 
for the next hundred 
years each new release 
(appearing every 
spring like clockwork) 
stepped it up a notch, 
increasing Birds’ pres
tige and acclaim.

Too bad their latest,
Songs CCLVI, utterly 
fails to live up to the
glory of Birds’ earliest releases. It’s understandable, I sup
pose, after 256 years of playing essentially the same music 
every spring. Understandable—but not forgivable. There’s a 
difference between an explanation and an excuse.

Though they went through a brief renaissance during 
the late 1800s, and 1985’s Songs CCXXXII was nearly a

return to their former splendor, the critical consensus is 
that they peaked soon after their centennial release. Since 
then they’ve been able to please only their most diehard 
fans, who refer to themselves as “birdwatchers.”

I, however, can listen to their music with a slightly more 
objective ear—and that ear 
is not impressed. Like all of 
you, I’ve grown up listening 
to Birds’ Songs, and I can 
honestly say that the past 
two decades have brought 
no new variations on their 
theme. Every year, it’s the 
same story: the snow starts 
melting, and by the end of 
March they’ve come out 
with the latest release.

Even the performers 
vary hardly at 
all from year to 
year. Though
the ensemble is 
admirably all- 
encompassing, 
including artists 
of such diversity 
as Wren, Robin 
(an Australian

transplant) and the Oriole family, it feels like 
we haven’t seen a lineup change since the days 
of Darwin.

You’d think that natural selection would 
mean that bands such as Birds would eventu
ally drop out of the rat race and retire, but it

seems that they’re still going strong, despite the fact that 
Songs CCLVI is garnering nothing but negative reviews. 
Unwieldy, flighty, and far too long, the album is one 
more piece of proof that Birds should accept their fate 
and permanently head south.

Only one track rises to be worthy of a listener’s atten
tion: “I’m Sitting on the Top of a Pine Tree Right Now.” 
The soloist, Crow, is nobody’s idea of a honey-throated 
vocalist—but that’s the point. What he lacks in technical 
skill is made up for by the painful uniqueness of the piece.

Unfortunately, buying an entire album for the sake of 
one track is rarely worth it—and certainly not when the 
rest of the 30-song CD is such poppycock. Songs CCLVI 
is probably available at your local record store, but I 
can hardly advise you to spend any money on this tired, 
dated, cold-blooded album.

Let Yourself Grow!
Our talented professors not only plant the seeds 
of knowledge, they also nurture your iotelleaual, 
spiritual and personal growth.
Transplanting hem h easy!

Gaming: an Adventure
I PELL GRANT

Pickle Staff Gamer

The game Adventure for the Atari 2600 is 
one of the best games out there for the system. 
Adventure’s graphics are crisp and clear, using the 
full pallet of the Atari 2600’s 8-bit graphics, 
from bright and beautiful blues
and greens, to dark 
and sinister reds and 
blacks. Adventure 
has players control 
a fearless hero who 
must retrieve the most 
holiest of grails.

However, it is not 
so simple as to get the
grail and go, for there are 
fearsome dragons that can 
swallow players whole and 
conniving bats that steal 
players’ necessary items like 
keys or weapons.

All in all, Adventure is an 
epic that any Atari 2600 owner

should have in their library, and it will last them 
for quite a while because the game takes an esti
mated 20 minutes by gaming professionals.

IT'S NOT ONLY THE BIGGEST BUR 
YOU'VE EVER HAD—IT'S THE BE'

ANO ONLY^O"

MEXICAN RESTAURANTS
GARFIELD-947-8820
H, US II SOUTH

946-4545

YOU AISO GET THE 
GREAT COLLECTORS

"I ATE THE BIG JUAN"
T-SHIRT Bill

hurry is— f-ihirts available while supplies bit!
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Downtown Dinner and a Mugging, April 10 at 7 p.m. Don’t miss 
this event in its third annual presentation, complete with a four- 
course meal at Amical, Purchase your $50 tickets from the Traverse 
City Chamber of Commerce. Hope to steal from you there!

The NMC Foundation proudly presents “Muppets on Ice”
at Howe Arena. The show will feature a special performance by 
NMC’s own Figuring Skating team, coached by President Tim 
Nelson. Tickets are available at NMC’s Welcome Center or by 
calling President Nelson’s office directly. Proceeds to benefit the 
team’s trip to Siberia.

Jazzercise at the State! Fridays through August at 5 p.m. Michael 
Moore will sponsor local jazzercise classes to promote a healthier 
Michigan. Find more information atwww.statetheatretc.com

NMC MOMs invite all local moms to join! We have united to 
provide childcare for your kids while you’re in class. You must be 
enrolled in 3 credits or more to become a member. See Tina Panscher 
at the Welcome Center for more information.

Life Drawing model auditions, April 15 at 3 p.m. NMC drawing 
students are in need of new, interesting models. Imperfections are 
welcome. The position is paid on a weekly basis. Come to the Fine 
Arts Building to see what it’s all about!

Intramural Three-Legged Roller Derby to begin April 13 in the ■ 
NMC P.E. Building. All teams are required to have-proper padding, 
roller-skates and waiver forms. More information available at the 
NMC Student Life Office.

Dental Drilling Workshop for Children taught by Dr. Phillip 
“The Incisor” Carlos to be held at Central Grade School in Traverse 
City. April 20-22. All patients will be live volunteers. Tickets 
available in the office of Central Grade School for $35. Only 20 
tickets available per session.

Charles Manson Memorabilia Auction, April 19 at the City Opera 
House. Items include the wine bottle found on his bedstand, the 
swastika bearing skin off his forehead and locks of mangy beard hair 
among other offensive articles.

Clinch Park is hosting a Powdered Badger wrestling event open 
to all ages. This three-day event will have a tournament-style ladder 
system and a grand prize of $1000 before hospital fees. April 17-20.
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FREE Career Workshops & 
Information Open House
Tuesday, April 21 & Wednesday, April 21
Come meet faculty, staff and advisors.
Take a career workshop. Get information 
on Ferris academic programs available locally. 
Find out how to apply. Get answers about 
financial aid. Register for prizes and 
giveaways and enjoy light refreshments.

TUESDAY
11:30a-1:00p

1:00p-7:00p

2:00p-3:30p

4:30p-6:00p

Find your Writing Center

... .............. iHITirC

Resume Writing Workshop

Academic Programs Information Open House

Interviewing Skills Workshop

Building a Professional Portfolio... And 
How to Use it in an Interview

Want to become 
a better writer?

Stop by the 
Writing Center 

for an
appointment 

today! $

Scholar’s Hall 
221

. ,« I

WEDNESDAY
7:00a-8:30a Resume Writing Workshop

8:00a-1:30p Academic Programs Information Open House

2200 Dendrinos Dr. 

Suite 200H
Traverse City, Ml 49684 
FerrisNorth@ferris.edu

■

I

Stop by for a 
chance to win a 

FREE Flash 
Drive!

9:00a-10:30a Interviewing Skills Workshop

Call (231) 995-1189
or email writingcenter@nmc.edu

11:00a-12:30a Building a Professional Portfolio... And 
How to Use it in an Interview

NMC Stop by our office or call (231) 995-1734
(ft

University
Center to learn more about the quality Ferris \YiT7

p
Opening /Joozs1

programs offered right here! Ferris State
University

vwm. f&rri foeJ TRAVERSE CITY

*
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NMC hires fill-ins for low-attendance classes
Professors say new "students" are acing involuntary courses

B
 LORNA DOONE
Pickle Editor-in-Chief

In February NMC instructors noticed a significant de
cline in class attendance. Early last month the Board of 
Trustees decided on a plan to curve these low-attendance 
rates and improve their academic image, which involves 
hiring groups of 18- to 24-year-olds to sit in on classes, 
pretending to be absen t students.

Amber Leandra, a 20-year-old Traverse City resident, 
applied for the position in February after reading about 
the it in a brochure.

“1 got a call from NMC and had my interview two 
days later,” said Leandra. “They told me I was highly qual
ified and that I could start the following week.”

Leandra has a full work load at NMC: English 111 at 
10:15 on Mondays and Wednesdays, Human Biology at 
1:00, Biology Lab at 3:10 on Wednesdays, Intro to Psychol
ogy on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 11:20, Elementary' French 
II at 3:10 and Contemporary' Ethical Dilemmas at 5:30.

Currently implemented as a test-run, this program will 
officially begin this fait and will run two months each se
mester—from October 1 to December 1 and from Febru
ary 1 to April 1—during the mid-semester periods when, 
students lose their motivation to come to class.

Ross Richardson, a 19-year-old “student” who gradu
ated from TC Central High School last spring, opted to 
work as a fill-in on top of his other part-time job as a wait
er at Hanna Bistro & Bar in downtown Traverse City.

“I needed the money, and it didn’t seem like it would be too 
hard,” said Richardson. “I mean, no real work, no grading— 
just attendance—it was the perfect second job for me. My pro
fessors love me, and I’ve really come to love the classes, too.”

Richardsons schedule consists of General Physics 11 on 
Monday through Friday at 9:00, Lab on Wednesday at 3:10, 
Intro to Sociology at 1:00 on Monday and Wednesday, Col
lege Algebra on.Tuesday and Tliursday' at 1:00, English 112 
on Tuesday and Thursday at 5:30 and Drawing 1 at 7:40.

These new “students” receive bi-weekly paychecks based 
on their attendance in lieu of real students’ attendance. The 
current pay-rate is $12.40/hour, and employment is limited 
to those who are not currently enrolled at NMC.

Sali na Cutzman, a 23-year-old mother of two, is opti
mistic about her job as a “student” at NMC.

“What 1 love most about the job is that I can get paid 
for learning,” she said. “Its a blessing for me to be taking 
these classes and advancing my skills while getting a de
cent paycheck. 1 don’t know what I’d do without this job.”

Although the new “students” are not paid for good 
grades, many of these N MC employees are finding moti

vation in the wake of students’ lack of motivation.
Cutzman, in particular, is striving to achieve all she can 

at NMC. Her professors—including Maria Johnson, Nick 
Roster and John Mauk—regard Cutzman as a highly re
spectable “student,” who, according to philosophy instruc
tor Misty Sheehan, “should actually be enrolled.”

While many think this program is a great way for class
es to encourage better group discussion and promote at
tendance, not everyone is convinced of the positives.

“I have an attendance policy,” said NMC English In
structor John Paul. “ Why don’t we just stick with our pol
icies and encourage our students to come to class?”

NMC students who regularly attend their classes agree.
“This is dumb,” said second-year student Brian Monraw.

“ There are four fill-ins that come to one of my classes, and it’s 
stupid to watch them sit there. It’s a waste of NMC’s money.”

But NMC President Tim Nelson thinks the money is 
all going to a good cause.

“This is about our image,” he said. “We have to look 
like we have students at NMC that want to go to class— 
and what better than to pay non-students to do that?”

NMC is currently hiring for the fall semester’s two- 
month program. Non-students interested in applying can 
call Human Resources at 231-995-1362 or visit the job 
posting online atwww.nmc.edu.

Danger hazardous chemicals
■

 JACK BENIMBLE
Pickle Staff Writer

Hydroxilic Acid, or Dihydrogen, monoxide (DHMO) 
is a lethal chemical that has recently been detected on 
NMC campus. Often referred, to as the “invisible killer,” 
this odorless, tasteless substance can be found in drinking 
fountains, bathrooms and food.. DHMO has been linked 
to the spreading of many d iseases as well as the develop
ment of almost every cancer and has become a serious but 
unavoidable hazard for NMC students, faculty and staff.

NMC President Tint Nelson suspiciously refused to 
comment on the presence of this deadly substance.

Tom Way of the Dihydrogen Monoxide Research De
partment (DMRD) and founder of www.dhmo.org has 
begun research that will help inform the public of the 
dangers of DHMO.

“The causative link between DHMO and. cancer is cur
rently not established,” said Way, “although a significant 
amount of evidence seems to suggest that DHMO at least 
plays a role in the formation of cancer.”

What is known about these cancers is that DHMO is 
detectable in biologically significant levels in virtually all 
tumors and other cancerous and pre-cancerous growths.

“With every new advance of cancer research, the role 
DHMO plays in the cause of cancer is likely to be better 
understood,” said Way.

These cancers include Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, Malig
nant Melanoma and even Leukemia.

“Fortunately, there is much you can do to minimize 
your dangers due to Dihydrogen Monoxide exposure,”

said Way. “Use common sense.”
“Whenever you are dealing with any product or food that 

you feel may be contaminated with DHMO, evaluate the rel
ative danger to you and your family, and act accordingly.”

A major concern of the DMRD is that few news 
sources find the possible dangers to be worthy of report.

“For the most part, the press has not reported on the 
dangers of DMHO as much as some would 
like,” said Way. “Although many private in
dividuals have put up web sites in a major 
grassroots effort to spread the word, major 
publications have not. Keep in mind that in 
many instances, low levels of DMHO con
tamination are not dangerous, and in fact, 
are virtually unavoidable. Remember, the re
sponsibility' for your safety and the safety of 
your family lies with you.”

Each year, DMHO is a known component 
in thousands of deadis and is a major contribu
tor to millions of dollars in damage to property' 
and the environment.
Hans W Van Sumeren, Director of the Great 
Lakes Water Institute, also expressed his concern.

“DHMO has already soaked its way 
through Michigan soils and saturated our 
watershed,” said Van Sumeren, “to com
pound this, DHMO also contributes to glob
al warming and the Greenhouse Effect and is 
an ‘enabling component’ of acid rain—in the 
absence of sufficient quantities of DHMO, 
acid rain is not a problem.”

Dangers:
» by MwMor
* Corrodes metals 
» ShMiirtg & nausea
* BscWewJ stwrt-einwa

* Sod erowon
* Brake faifcrs
* Orsastar & d vstrwiliofi

Despite all of the dangers associated with DMHO, it 
is used unregulated in a plethora of professional situations. 
High doses of this chemical are known to cause excessive 
sweating, nausea, vomiting and a bloated feeling. If you 
experience any of these symptoms it is best to consult your 
physician promptly' to avoid any' harmful consequences.

Uses:
• research

» Nuclear ptants
• ©bewfetl
• Performance enhancer*
• Torture
• Cult rituals
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Ban Dihydrogen Monoxide
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At Northrop We stinghouse Michigan Farm 
Bureau CollegeBoard, a naming battle brews

RICHARD M. HANDLER
For The New York Times

Editor’s note: The Fresh Intelligence Bu
reau is on holiday at the Vatican this week.

TRAVERSE CITY, Michigan- 
Northwestern Michigan College, at the 
head of Grand Traverse Bay in bucolic 
Traverse City, is not a compelling candi
date for a corporate facelift. The pretty 
campus, dotted with trees and a fresh coat 
of snow one recent April morning, is nei
ther rundown nor suffering from prob
lems of design. Its buildings are modern, 
sleek, wireless and clean.

Yet behind this facade lies one of the 
most scandalous stories this sleepy town, 
best known for its cherry production and 
omnipresent Michael Moore specter, has 
seen in decades. NMC’s Board of Trust
ees has racked up a debt of just under $1 
billion, twenty times its annual operating 
budget. Whether due to executive pay rais
es, trips abroad to educational conferences 
(three to Africa in 2004 alone, one osten
sibly paid for by the ‘East India Trading 
Company’) or old fashioned graft and cor
ruption, the Board has found itself in the 
worst of positions: near bankruptcy, over
seeing a school educating 4,500 students 
a year, many of whom now wish they had 
gone elsewhere given the 7000 per cent 
rise in tuition levied just last month.

What makes the case even more stun
ning is that at least half the Board has 
been serving for less than a year. Four of 
its seven members were elected in Novem
ber on a sweeping promise of change, and 
voters (county residents are outraged over 
a fortyfold increase in their property taxes, 
some of which goes toward supporting the 
college), as well as students, had high ex
pectations. But the trustees have so far not 
delivered, and local residents are angry. 
Many are calling for their deaths.

Enter Northrop Grumman, Westing- 
house, the Michigan Farm Bureau and 
the College Board. These four companies, 
leaders in defense, electronics, Michigan 
farm bureaus and education, will be the 
first of many businesses across the coun
try to lend their names to the struggling 
institution. All that NMC—now renamed 
NorthropWestinghouse Michigan Farm

Pickle Photo/ SUJIT PRASHMARARAJNUSHTHANASHAGUPTA

ABOVE: WORKERS PUT THE FINISHING TOUCHES ON THE 
NEWLY-RENAMED MUSEUM. The new PricewaterhouseCoopers 
JPMorgan Chase Dennos Museum Center, in addition to bringing in 
close to $60 million for NWMFBCB, will feature the Ted Stevens Memo
rial Center for Inuit Culture and the Vivendi Universal Hyundai Audi
torium for the Performing Arts. In addition, the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation has agreed to affix their name to every seat in the auditori
um; meanwhile, the large sculpture at the museum's entrance has been 
renamed for Def Jam Recordings.

Bureau CollegeBoard (NWMFBCB)— 
asks in return is a large paycheck for the 
naming rights. The new policy, which went 
into effect April 1, now allows major do
mestic and international corporations to 
sponsor almost all aspects of the campus 
community. The GlaxoSmithCline Board 
ofTrustees estimates revenues of $400 mil
lion for the rest of fiscal year 2009, and 
projects that it will be able to make up the 
rest of its defici t by mid-2010.

At issue, however, is how far these nam
ing rights should go. Tim Nelson, Kellogg’s 
Senior Fellow and Lane Bryant President 
of NWMFBCB, said, “Were trying to be 
realistic here. Obviously, the parking lots, 
buildings, professorships and room num
bers will have to be renamed. I am hoping 
to keep individual student seats from being 
monogrammed.” He added, “I don’t think 
we need individual parking spaces named; 
we’re going to keep course numbers safe.” 
When asked if individual works of art on 
display in the college’s museum, the Price
waterhouseCoopers JPMorgan Chase Den- 
nos, would be subject to naming fights,

Mr. Nelson shook his head. “Of course 
not,” he said, rising from his newly-plated 
FCUK chair. “I mean, it would have to be 
an extraordinary offer...”

Reaction has so far been mixed. Speak
ing from the Pepsi parking lot, a staid and 
ashen-looking space that abuts both the 
Coca-Cola lot and the Cash4Gold lot, 
sophomore General Electric, 34, gushed 
over the new corporate perks. “They’re 
springing up everywhere. Yesterday I was 
serviced at my car by an ExxonMobil rep
resentative, today I got a free no-hassle 
Capital One credit card. Tomorrow I’m 
being flown to New York to see the trad
ing on the NYSE first-hand, courtesy of 
American Airlines, just because I name- 
dropped them in some essay for my 3M 
class in astronomy.” Mr. Electric, who vol
untarily changed his name in order to re
ceive a $30,000 annual stipend from GE, 
added, “It’s supposed to be wet on Wall 
Street. I’ll be sure to bring my new Cater
pillar boots.”

Others, however, are not so enthused. 
“This corporatism is only a knee-jerk reac

tion to a larger crisis,” a number of philos
ophy and economics professors opined in 
a group editorial in the school’s paper, the 
White Castle PineSolJ.Press. “What these 
companies have done is given NMC—a 
rose by any other name is a dead one—a 
bailout it is using neither wisely, nor with 
discretion. Within a few years, CEOs will 
realize their brands’ names mean nothing 
in this town, they will withdraw their sup
port, and we will be left with legal bills and 
a reputation unlike anything we have yet, 
or can yet, imagine.”

The editorial has also raised the issue 
of corruption. Charging that the Board of 
Trustees built up the college’s extraordinary 
debt in the first place through extravagant 
trips, corporate conferences and shopping 
excursions on college-issued credit cards, 
the professors are outraged that the same 
companies that benefited through corrup
tion then are receiving the honors of in
scribing their names for posterity now. It 
is a small price for the corporations to pay, 
they argue. Ninety-three new stores have 
opened in the Grand Traverse Mall since 
January, ninety of them extensions of com
panies with connections to NWMFBCB. 
“Big business will make back its money in 
no time,” said professor Amjad Khan, the 
Abercrombie & Fitch chair of the Ameri
can International Group, Inc. economics 
department.

At the Wal-Mart AppleBee’s Neigh
borhood Grill and Bar SlapChop Fine 
Arts Building, a cozy, Bauhausian piece 
designed by a Gropius protege, little has 
changed. Students were still drawing, 
heads bent feverishly over long tables on 
a recent afternoon, while others near
by edited their latest creations in Apple 
Adobe Photoshop or painted on Starbucks 
and Procter & Gamble easels. A sliver of 
sun lanced through the Crabtree & Ev
elyn windows; outside, near the Bernard 
L. Madoff memorial trashcan, a student 
flicked a Blago’s Best cigarette lazily onto 
the ground.

Hours later, the al-Qaeda Veterans of 
Foreign Wars endowed chair in campus se
curity, who wished to remain anonymous 
for this article, was still finding pieces of 
what remained of the student, blown to 
bits in an explosion from the adjacent 
Chevron-sponsored-and-slicked sidewalk.

INorthrop Westinghouse 
Michigan Farm Bureau 
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