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We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may

WPP proves worthy of
MCCPA's hearts and minds

PUTTING TOGETHER THE PIECES

The White Pine Press travelled to East
Lansing on April 4 to participate in
the 30th annual Michigan Community
College Press Association (MCCPA) Press
Day Conference, and we are pleased to
announce our placement in 15 contest
categories, including:
Front Page Design, First Place
White Pine Press Design Staff, “What’s
at stake in ‘08”/“Where were you?”/
“Knowledge rescues drowning economy”
Headline Writing, First Place
White Pine Press Staff, “Milk will be
getting it on with Oscar”
Student Journalist of the
Year, Second Place
Allison Peters, Editor-in-Chief
In-Depth News, Second Place
John Parker, “Stolen laptop affected 1,600
NMC students”
Column/Commentary—
Serious, Second Place
Laura Earle, “Foreign language
department lacking a certain
je ne sais quoi”
Line or Graphic Illustration,
Second Place
Lidia Dart, “What’s at stake in ’08”
Feature Photo, Third Place
Stephanie Derscheid, “Caged Aggression”
Hard News, Third Place
Nora Stone, “Meeting sheds life on
power outage”
Overall Design, Third Place
White Pine Press Design Staff
Staff Editorial, Third Place
Allison Peters, “Counting on college”
Photo Essay, Honorable Mention
Nora Stone, “Native Spirit”
Column/Commentary—Serious,
Honorable Mention
Abraham Morrison, “In a sour economy,
candy tastes sweeter”
Staff Editorial, Honorable Mention
Jake Erway, “What’s your minor?”
Best Use of Photos or Graphics,
Honorable Mention
Carl Harlan, “Eco-nomics 101”
Cartoon—Entertainment,
Honorable Mention
Jason Bowen, “Jesus and Me”

NMC INSTRUCTOR ASHLEY HABEDANK, a former Visual Communications student at NMC, assists Sean
Liechti, a second-year VisComm student, with his final portfolio. Liechti will be fulfilling his graduation re
quirements for the program at the end of this summer. See page 3 for more information on the NMC Vis
Comm students.

Graduates celebrate ‘hew beginning”

■

ALLISON PETERS
Press Editor-in-Chief

On Saturday, May 2, participating NMC graduates will cel
ebrate their achievements by walking during commencement at 2
p.m. in the Traverse City Central High School gymnasium.
According to NMC Records Specialist Jan Gasnik, 205 NMC
students had already, as of Tuesday morning, submitted their ap
plications for graduation—in comparison to last year, when 274
students graduated in the spring.
“We’re still getting tons of people applying,” said Gasnik, “so
we’re not done [receiving applications] yet for this spring.”
According to Gasnik, the college received positive feedback
from 173 potential graduates that wanted to participate in this

spring’s commencement. Among these graduates are students who
not only are fulfilling their graduation requirements this spring,
but also those who graduated this past fall and will be graduating
this summer. Of these students, 79 have confirmed their partici
pation for May 2.
Last year, about 150 NMC students and 30 Ferris State Uni
versity students walked for commencement. Gasnik predicts this
year’s turnout will be about the same.
“Commencement is not an ending, but a new beginning,” said
Gasnik. “It may be a new job after graduation or the start of con
tinuing on to a 4-year institution and other new endeavors. It’s a
place where family and friends can show pride and where gradu
ates can thank those who helped them.”
• See
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GRADUATING continued
Jaymie Hatt, the recent recipient of the Outstanding VisComm Student Scholarship,
is a current NMC student who will be graduating this coming fall.
“I feel pretty good [about graduating],” she said. “I was first going to school to be a
teacher, and I’ve been in college for a long time—for 11 years. I’m really excited to be
done, and I’m happy with what I’ve chosen to do [Visual Communications].”
With her NMC degree, Hatt hopes to break into the graphic design field after gradua
tion and wants to stay within the Traverse City or Lake Leelanau area. To prepare for their
careers, graduating VisComm students are required to create a professional portfolio of
their work to present to future employers.
“I don’t really know what’s available quite yet, job-wise,” said Hatt, “but these port
folios will give us a chance to see what’s out there. We do a lot of field trips to different
agencies; we’ve learned what the likelihood is of an employer hiring a student who just
graduated from NMC. I’m looking forward to getting into the work.”
Hatt, eight months pregnant, is looking forward to graduating—but the parting is bittersweet.
“I’m very happy,” she said. “If I could stay, I’d love to say [here]. I’ve met a lot of great
people. It’s almost like it’s own separate community on campus.”
Since Tuesday the NMC Bookstore has received 61 preorders for caps and gowns as
well as 45 extra orders; the Bookstore encourages graduating students who wish to partici
pate in commencement to order their caps and gowns as soon as possible.
According to NMC Bookstore employee Jan McKinnen, caps and gowns are still avail
able in the sizes that remain; also available at the Bookstore are special graduation photo
frames and other forms of NMC “memorabilia.”
“Congratulations to the graduates!” said Bookstore employee Rhonda Greiner. “Always
congratulations.”
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Changes coming to GVSU
educational department
Grand Valley State University in Traverse City announced this week a series of chang
es coming to both the elementary and secondary education programs. Dictated by
changes in the State Department of Education requirements, the changes will better pre
pare students to pass the state tests required to become a certified teacher.
“The length of a student’s program will not be altered significantly, but there will
be newly structured courses,” said Marty Litherland, Director of Regional Centers for
GVSU. “The state changes its requirements periodically, so the process is common. But
the state allows a transition period to allow students who started under an older transfer
guide to complete their program without increased coursework.”
According to Litherland, the transition to these new requirements may be slightly dif
ferent from student to student based on how far along he or she is in the program of study.
Because of this, GVSU recommends to meet with an academic advisor as early as possible.
A GVSU advisor will be on NMC’s campus Thursday, April 23,12-5pm at .the Welcome
Center. Current or prospective GVSU students are encouraged to stop by then or make an
appointment with an advisor at the University Center by calling 231-995-1785.
These changes will affect students completing their programs at either the Traverse
City site or the Allendale campus.
Contact Marty Litherland at 231-995-1790 for more information.

NMC Mag asks,
"What is your culture?"
After asking NMC students to define their culture, the NMC Magazine will launch
their spring issue on Friday, April 17. Submissions to the campus literary magazine in
clude writing, animation, 2D, 3D, visuals and interviews. The issue will be available in
print and on the Internet at www.nmc.edu/nmcmagazine/culture.
The Magazine staff will present awards at a ceremony in the Fine Arts building on Fri
day, April 17 at 5 p.m. There will be first, second and third place awards for each category,
as well as a best in show award, with 33 total awards to be given. The awards ceremony will
be in conjunction with the Student Art Show opening and is open to the public.

Annual student art show
NMC art students have had the opportunity to enter in the art department’s juried
art show, which opens on April 17 at 5 p.m. Out of the 174 submissions, 102 were cho
sen for awards by two judges, one for the fine arts categories and the other for the visual
communications categories. Cash awards will be given to winners in categories including
illustration, pottery, 3D design, drawing and printmaking interactive animation, pho
tography, graphic design, multi-media, art direction, watercolor, sculpture and painting.
The show will be displayed in the Fine Arts building until April 24.
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Art students gear up
for the real world
The Visual Communications department
plans portfolio reviews on April 30

■

JACOB BAILEY

Press Staff Writer

The Fine Arts building has been buzzing with anticipation for the annual port
folio review on April 30. This is an event where students meet with real art critics
and is considered by most Visual Communications [VC] students to be the critical
point of their collegiate experience at NMC.
Ashley Habedank, Adjunct Visual Communications Portfolio Instructor and for
mer NMC student, aids in the organization and presentation of students life work
for this event.
“They are required to make a digital [portfolio], which are great for leave behinds,” said Habedank. “If you go in for an interview, it is great to have that hard copy
portfolio which is what they will be going through in the review, but then they can
hand off a disk so the [reviewers] have their digital. That person can go back to the of
fice and look at that another time and hopefully make a phone call on it.”
The phone call could come from various professional sources.
“We’ll get maybe 15 people from all the different agencies: graphic design, web
design, photographers and fine artists, come in and are able to give feedback to all of
the students,” said Habedank. “It’s really great for the students because they actually
get hands on interviews from professionals in the area. It’s just one of the first chances
for them to get experience in the real world.”
Experience that may give students like Sean Liechti, a third-year NMC student, a leg
up against transfer student competition. Liechti is applying to Kendall College of Art
and Design at Ferris State University in the fall 2009 semester and has high expecta
tions going into this portfolio review.
“It’s huge because I need to impress these professionals,” said Liechti. ’’Ferris is a very
competitive atmosphere. They are really dedicated to their four-year students. It’s all
about getting a degree and a good job.”
These are tasks many students feel prepared for, due to NMC’s rigorous VC program
deliberately geared for smooth transitions to four-year art schools.
Adjunct photography and drawing instructor Susan Kopka is confident in the
program.
“The VC program is the bread and butter of the Fine Arts building,” said Kopka.
”It’s fantastic. Facilities are more accessible here than at most four-year colleges. We
at NMC focus on knowledge of the core skill sets of art and design. Transferability is
taken very seriously. ” Habedank agreed. “For a community college, this is probably
one of the best two-year design schools I have ever seen. It competes pretty well with
transferring students into a four-year school.”
The positive comments don’t stop there.
“We have a good percentage of sudents who have real good records as far as their
classes transferring,” said Doug Domine, a printmaking instructor at NMC. “Gener
ally I think it’s the personal touch. Very hands on. You go to a lot of other schools and
you wont get as much attention. “
Art Department Chair Jackie Shinners said, ” [The VC program] is designed
as a very intense two-year program. Most students take two-and-a-half or three
years. Students have to do all of their academic work as well as their visual com
munications work.”
Graphic design student Ariel Davey says, “I think it’s a great program. I’ve learned a
lot and I’ve gotten into some classes I never even knew about.”
Despite the positive atmosphere here at NMC, Habedank gives words of warning to
her graduating students.
”1 think they should all go to another four-year school,” she says. “Everybody.
I don’t mean that in a bad way. For me, I would go back to school in a heartbeat. I
don’t think you can ever learn enough. There are always new and extremely exciting
things happening everyday, especially in this industry. It’s really important to stay on
top of everything.”
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STUDENT WINNERS
of departmental awards and scholarships

The following is a list ofstudents who have been awarded scholarships. They will be honored
at the 2009 Honors Convocation to be held on May 1 from 5-7pm at Milliken Auditorium.
First
Iram
Lauren
Rebecca
Jeremiah
Adam
Victoria
Stephen
Michele
Kelly
Valerie
Todd
Mark
Cory
Zack
Jihye
Jodie
Thomas
Austin
Karen
Garry
Anthony
Cody
Aynsley

Last
Chavez
Hutchinson
Fuller
House
High
Mitchell
Nash
Sian
Feger
Hyrman
Leutz
Bancroft
Clay
Lizenby
Ryu
Miller
Shelder
Novak
Leaver
Dunham
Suchocki
Masson
Born

Lori

Chantland

Courtney
Marcie
Luc
Allison *
Jaymie
Jessica
Sonja
Brett
Amber
Amanda
Emily
Tyler
Kurds
Jeffrey
Rachelle
Zackary
Traci
Jeremiah
Jason
Danielle
Gregory
Jessica
Heather
Tryseldah
Michelle
Korwin
Luc
Nichole
Becky
Janet
Amanda
Paul
Ian

Kirsch
McQuillan
Serriere
Wodek
Hatt
Nagel
Lund
Udesen
Friel
Vanhaitsma
Zakem
Plamondon
Jankowski
Rice
Sekol
Ring
Boyajian
House
Hughey
Langworthy
Paul Leon
Lesert
Mork
Musikavanhu
Newman
Schrock
Serriere
Sharp
Shively
Steinhoff
Vanhaitsma
Wichert
Wolf

Award
Aviation Scholarship
Aviation Scholarship
Business Scholarship
Business Scholarship
Communications Scholarship
Communications Scholarship
Health Occupations Scholarship
Health Occupations Scholarship
Humanities Scholarship
Humanities Scholarship
Humanities Scholarship
Maritime Scholarship
Maritime Scholarship
Science/Math Scholarship
Science/Math Scholorship
Social Science Scholarship
Social Science Scholarship
Technical Scholarship
Business - Legal Assistant Award
Business - CIT Award
Business - CIT Award
Communications - English Award
Health Occupations - Outstanding Associate Degree
Nursing Student of the Year - December 2008 class
Health Occupations - Outstanding Associate Degree
Nursing Student of the Year - May 2009 class
Humanities - Fine Arts Award
Humanities - History Award
Humanities - History Award
Humanities - Music Award
Humanities - Visual Communications Award
Humanities - Visual Communications Award
Maritime - Outstanding Cadet of the Year
Maritime - Engineering Cadet of the Year
Maritime - Deck Cadet of the Year
Science/Math - Chemistry 1st Year Award
Science/Math - Chemistry 2nd Year Award
Science/Math - Mathematics 1st Year Award
Science/Math - Mathematics 2nd Year Award
Science/Math - Physics Award
Science/Math - Joseph H. Rogers Award
Technical - Automotive Award
Honors Scholarship
Honors Scholarship
Honors Scholarship
Honors Scholarship
Honors Scholarship
Honors Scholarship
Honors Scholarship
Honors Scholarship
Honors Scholarship
Honors Scholarship
Honors Scholarship
Honors Scholarship
Honors Scholarship
Honors Scholarship
Honors Scholarship
Honors Scholarship
Honors Scholarship
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WORLD IN
BRIEF
Compiled by ALLISON PETERS
Press Editor-in-Chief

China's birth limits means
uneasy gender gap
There are currently 32 million more
young men than young women in China
due to strict birth limits and preference
for parents to birth sons over daughters.
According to Therese Hesketh, a lecturer
at the Centre for International Health and
Development at the University College
London, the gender gap is expected
to worsen steadily over the next two
decades. Researchers foresee the imbalance
triggering social problems, including
a possible increase in crime due to the
inability of young male suitors to find a
female mate. “If you’ve got highly sexed
young men, there is a concern that they
will all get together and, with high levels
of testosterone, there may be a real risk
that they will go out and commit crimes,”
said Hesketh.

Fox's latest reality series,
"Someone's Gotta Go,"
takes on layoffs
The Fox network is taking reality
TV and making it really real. Fox is
selecting troubled, small businesses and
highlighting the employees, who elect
one of their colleagues to be laid off, to
create a new reality show. “Someone’s
Gotta Go,” which is currently in
production, is the antithesis of “The
Apprentice;” in Fox’s latest creation, the
“winner” actually loses—his job. Each
episode will feature 15 to 20 employees
of a company that needs to cut costs due
to the economy, with every employee’s
salary out in the open.

Incoming asteroid under
close watch
Astronomers have accurately predicted
that in exactly 20 years, an asteroid the
size of a 25-story building will come
closer to Earth than the networks of
communications satellites orbiting the
planet. While the chance of collision is
rare—about 1 in 45,000—analysis of the
asteroid’s orbit show that it will return to
Earth seven years later. Astronomers have
not, however predicted whether or not the
second meeting will result in an impact.
The asteroid, named Apophis, is expected
to skim Earth on April 13, 2029.

“It’s a western with lasers”:
Doug Stanton’s new book
Local author Doug Stanton is rooted in Northern
Michigan. After attending TC Central High School
andgraduatingfrom Interlochen Arts Academy,
Stanton eventually received his Masters in Fine Arts
degreefrom the University ofIowa Writer’s Work
shop. His book In Harm’s Way was a New York
Times Bestseller. His most recent book, Horse Sol- diers, will be released in hardcover on May 5- An
excerptfrom Horse Soldiers can befound in the
May issue ofTAens Journal, on newsstands now.
The White Pine Press was lucky to get an advanced
interview with Stanton before he leftfor Florida.

WPP: Horse Soldiers is about U.S. soldiers
in Afghanistan. Can you tell me a bit more
about the story?
STANTON: Horse Soldiers is the story of the
first 12 soldiers who land secretly in Afghan
istan. Their sole mission was to kick Tal
iban out of Afghanistan and shut down the
training camps that had trained the people
who attacked the World Trade Center. It was
bare-bones mission; they were to attack these
camps on horseback. The horse soldiers were
welcomed as the liberators of the country, as
Afghans do not like the Taliban. When they
arrived Mazar-i-Sharif, they were caught in a
“Trojan horse” trick"by the Taliban and fought
a tremendous battle at a mud fort, Qala-iJanghi, which is like something out of “Ara
bian Nights.” They arrived on October 19,
2001. Six weeks later, on November 10, they
captured Mazar-i-Sharif, though they thought
it would take a year. They did it with less than
300 soldiers. Horse Soldiers is a western with
lasers. It’s like the Jetsons meet the Flintstones,
as one soldier said.
WPP: How did you do your research?
STANTON: I interviewed over 100 U.S. and
Afghan soldiers and citizens, both in the U.S.
and in Afghanistan. I traveled to Fort Trum
bull and Fort Bragg to interview U.S. soldiers
and their families, and to Afghanistan to inter
view citizens who witnessed the Taliban taking
control of the country.
WPP: So far, this book has gotten great re
views. How do you think the public will
react to the book?
STANTON: I hope they read it as a tale of
what’s happening in Afghanistan today, be
cause the things that these men confronted a
couple years ago are similar to what soldiers
face today. I hope they also respond to the
humanity of the people—both Afghan and
American—as they fight for their lives and try
to do the right things while working together.

WPP: What inspired you to write about the
topics in In Harms Way and Horse Soldiers*. Are
you drawn to stories that feature the military?
STANTON: I m not drawn to truly military sto
ries. I think of myself as a storyteller. Similar to
Hemingway’s For Whom the Bell Tolls, my books
are about the people. Both In Harms Way and
Horse Soldiers are intimate portraits of men and
their families who face death-defying odds and
succeed. I’m fascinated by ordinary people with
extraordinary talents who are faced with threat
ening circumstances and fight while still main
taining their sense of humanity and their own
moral compass. These men are wanderers on a
quest. It may not be a trip they come back from.
They’re everyday people, though they are heroic
and extraordinary. They get up and go to work
everyday. They’re putting their lives on the line in
foreign places without any form of recognition.
They aren’t publicity-seeking soldiers.
WPP: What else have you done in your pro
fessional career? Name some of the highlights.
STANTON: I’ve traversed other worlds. I’ve
been a contributing editor of Esquire, Outside
Magazine and, now, Men’s Journal. I nearly
drowned on a boat ride near Cape Horn. This
isn’t really a favorite moment, but memorable
nonetheless. I wrote a profile
of Harrison Ford for Men’s
Journal and ended up getting
an impromptu acting lesson.
Actually, I’ve done lots of pro
files of actors as cover stories
for magazines. I’ve also done
lots of adventure pieces. I at
tempted a hike to the tip of
South America, but didn’t
make it. Being in Afghanistan
and researching this book,
I felt like I was right in the
middle of where things were
happening. Everything rever
berates from where I was back
to United States. Afghanistan
is anxious to get their coun
try back, to have peace and a
working economy.

WPP: Are you still a part
of the Traverse City Film
Festival?
STANTON: I am a founder
of the festival, but this book
has taken every ounce of our
energy for the past six years.
My whole family pitched in
to help finish it. When I am

there, however, I’m behind-the-scenes. There’s
simply not enough time or hours in the day to
do everything I want to do.

WPP: Do you have any ideas for future books?
STANTON: I’ll be working on a novel and
several other projects this summer, but I can’t
really talk about it before I get more on paper.
I can talk about the fact that Horse Soldiers
was just purchased by Jerry Bruckheimer to
be developed into a movie. In Harm’s Way was
also purchased by Warner Brothers, which
goes to show that it’s hard to tell where these
things will end up.

WPP: Is there any advice you’d like to give
to NMC’s prospective authors?
STANTON: First, READ. A lot. Read with an
eye for enjoyment and also keep track of how
well the author is doing what he or she is doing.
Second, get the first draft down without wor
rying about making it perfect. Everything
comes in the revision process. Third, write
as much as possible. Workshops can be very
helpful to get the juices flowing. Do one in the
summer or during the school year—as long as
you’re writing.

Doug Stanton pauses for a photo while researching his new
est book in Afghanistan.
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Faster, easier and cheaper than regular institutions, thousands of unaccredited colleges and universities
offer programs, certifications and degrees in almost everything imaginable—but it may come at a cost

ALEXANDER LANE
Fresh Intelligence Bureau Chief

In U.S. News and World Report’s latest annual college rankings,
Patriot Bible University failed to finish ahead of Harvard and Yale
for the 29th consecutive year. It failed to outmaneuver any of the
University of California schools. It failed to outwit a single mem
ber of the Allegheny Mountain Collegiate Conference.
In fact, it failed to place at all.
But then again it would be hard to evaluate Patriot Bible
University against such schools. That is because Patriot Bible is
not really a school at all—it is a single trailer, owned by one Lon
nie Skinner, on a desolate rampart in tiny Del Norte, Colorado,
that nevertheless claims to grant around 100 bachelor’s, master’s,
and doctorate’s a year. Such ‘schools’ have seemingly sprung up
everywhere, a panacea for a culture that craves intellectual em
powerment without having to devote time to its study.
And it’s working. Employers are increasingly having trouble
discerning real resumes from fake ones, even ones with realsounding colleges on them. So-called “diploma mills” like Patriot
Bible have developed new and impressive ways of deceiving oth
ers into thinking their transcripts are real. Some have banded to
gether to create their own regional accrediting boards, a process
not unlike twenty child rapists vouching for each other’s inno
cence. And even when graduates of diploma mills are successful
at securing jobs under these unsavory educational backgrounds,
they may still be in danger. Many states—including Michigan—
have passed strict laws against hiring anyone who presents a de
gree from a non-recognized or non-accredited institution.
A 2008 federal investigation, detailed in the July 31 Wash
ington Post, turned up the names of 9,612 people suspected of
purchasing fake high school or college degrees. Centered around
a diploma mill that operated in Washington state from 1999 to
2005 and which sold over $6 million worth of degrees to people
in 130 countries, the report included people who apparently
worked in important positions in the federal government and in
the military. Many mills operate solely on the reproduction of
fake copies of degrees from real institutions—an FBI agent once
found a “perfect replica”, as he told the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette,
of a Harvard degree for $40—while others offer their own with
important-sounding names like “James Monroe University” or
plays on real institutions, as in the case with “Columbia State
University”, a notorious operation out of Louisiana that was shut

down in recent years.
Complicating matters for federal authorities is the fact that
unaccredited institutions often go the way of religion, incorpo
rating such words as ‘Bible’, ‘Christian and ‘Vocational’ into
their names in an effort to set themselves apart. While laws vary
by jurisdiction, in general, religious institutions, as part of a gen
eral separation of church and state sentiment, are subject to less

ABOVE: A RARE, POOR QUALITY SHOT
OF PATRIOT BIBLE COLLEGE, DEL NORTE,
COLORADO. The institution, in operation since

1979, includes weatherproofed siding, apparent
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities
Act and a very professional-looking website, and
caters to around 400 distance learners each year.
Below: an unidentified student at New Tribes
Bible Institute in Jackson, Michigan, which has,
since 1955, helped "God [use] NTBI graduates to
plant churches in countries all over the world."

oversight from state and federal authorities. (In the case of Patri
ot Bible University, for example, the state of Colorado originally
granted it, in 1988, the right to issue religious degrees.)
Back in Del Norte, Patriot Bible is celebrating 30 years in
business this year. And it has much to be proud of. In fact, if
U.S. News published a list of only the best diploma mills, Patriot
Bible might rank near the top. It does not simply exchange di

%

plomas for checks, as some others do, and there is some amount
of work involved. The question is how much—because it func
tions as a correspondence college, Patriot Bible has only four
employees, including Mr. Skinner and his wife, who send out
course material after an applicant has paid the necessary fees, and
grade the material when the student sends it back. No in-person
instruction is offered.
For students, the risk seems not much worth the reward—if
there is indeed any reward to be had. Those who will graduate
NMC on May 2 would do well to steer clear of diploma mills,
and any suspicious-sounding institutions in Michigan in par
ticular. New Tribes Bible Institute in Jackson, Western Michigan
Bible Institute in Muskegon and Full Gospel Christian College
in Pontiac are just three within the state without accreditation
and cited by the Michigan Department of Education for such.
Time and time again, Americans seem to fall for such scams,
all in pursuit of the quick and easy over the more time-consum
ing and forthright. And these ‘solutions’ never fail to fail us in
time. Whether it’s Nigerian princes asking us for money or Ber
nard Madoff assuring us our investments are safe with him, or
trusting that paying $100 for a bachelor’s or an extra $50 for the
‘special offer’ Ph.D. will reap us great dividends, there is always
some truth in the maxim that something is indeed too good to
be true.
That is the reality with diploma mills. Education is a pro
cess—a long, long process. It will be worth the wait. As we end
this year at Fresh Intelligence, and the Bureau concludes its re
search for yet another term, we remind you all, whether graduat
ing or not, to remember three things:
1. Be fresh.
2. Be intelligent.
3. If at all possible, avoid ripoffs.
Congratulations to the Class of 2009. Best wishes to all of
you, and for all your regionally-accredited futures.

Online: the State of Michigan's Report
on Colleges and Universities not accred
ited by the Council on Higher Education
Accreditation, revised 9 February 2009:
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/
Non-ac creditedSchools_78090_ 7. pdf
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Seasonal violence
strikes schools
It’s spring. That means it’s time for those of us living in America to
start asking ourselves - why do so many students feel the need to walk
into class with a gun and start blowing people away?
Check out the Google news aggregator. There are pages of articles
about people doing just that in the last month. It’s not just a rare, tragic
occasion. The Henry Ford Community College, the nursing home mas
sacre in Raleigh, North Carolina, the shooter still at large after murder
ing a student at a school on the outskirts of Los Angeles... the list goes
on. It’s become a seasonal event, like crocuses blooming or the winter
solstice.
The thing that makes the issue so difficult to tackle is that all the
shooters kill themselves before we can find out what makes them do
something like this. We’re left completely in the dark, trying to cope
with the chaos they leave behind.
As college students, we have to accept that occurrences of this phe
nomenon have grown exponentially with our generation. The answer is
buried somewhere behind the ADD medication, anti-depressants, anti
anxiety pills, and mountains of
illicit drugs kids are ingesting
to fix the symptoms of the real
THE ISSUE:
issue.
Another rash of school shootings
Does anyone remember
OUR VIEW:
watching Natural Born Killers?
Media needs to stop sensationalizing
That wasn’t just a cultural pro
real violence
test film. It actually had some
philosophic chops behind it. It
raised the question of how much
of our reality is shaped by the
images we are exposed to.
This isn’t a new concept. After the Columbine shooting, Joe Lieber
man was all over TV trying to ban Marilyn Manson albums from music
stores. It’s violent movies, that Doom game they’re all playing on their
computers, it’s the entertainment industry. Maybe it’s more than that.
The truth is, most 21st century kids are completely capable of switch
ing back and forth between fantasy and reality. We can laugh at Uma
Thurman bludgeoning the Crazy 88 in Kill Bill Vol. 1, and not try to
duplicate the event in reality. Nobody’s really dying in the movie, Mur
der is illegal, and life is sacred.
The truly damning message is coming from the top down. We’re
being told every day what the value of human life is. At this very mo
ment, America is fighting a war for oil that has lead to the death of
hundreds of thousands of civilians. President Bush and his cronies deter
mined in a think tank meeting that the exchange rate of American lives
for oil was roughly 5,000 per oil-rich country.
Add to the mix a profit-driven media, and suddenly the six o’clock
news is aestheticizing real-world violence in order to boost ratings. It’s a
recipe for disaster.
The commissioner of the European Union brought that up in a re
cent statement.
“Do we cross a border of the acceptable,” he asked, “When, for in
stance, the pictures of the Winnenden school shooting victims in Ger
many are used by commercial publications just to increase sales?”
What’s the solution? De-sensationalize real world violence. Our cul
ture can handle violent video games and gruesome horror flicks. It’s the
videos of the Columbine killers and gaudy photographs of the Virginia
Tech shooter. I mean, honestly, he looked more like Neo from the ma
trix than a disenfranchised student about to make the last big mistake of
his life.
By giving shootings that type of press, the media has positioned the
perpetrators as cultural martyrs. It’s seems to have almost become a selfperpetuating cycle of violence. That needs to end.
What we see played out in film affects us. We can’t afford to allow the
barriers between our entertainment and the real world break down. It’s
time to re-compartmentalize the American psyche. That will be the first
step to putting an end to these senseless tragedies.
ABRAHAM MORRISON
Press Managing Editor

Note from the Editor
Let’s not beat around the bush—this is it. For real, for good.
And what a fantastic newspaper you have been to me. From “NMC brings recycling to campus” to
“Christian group seeks new home on campus” to “Milk will be getting it on with Oscar” to our final
“Meet the press” together, we’ve been through a lot.
White Pine Press, you’ve given me a sanctuary at NMC—a cold, little underground cove for me to
cherish and call my own, a desk full of junk and a Mac that failed me, stacks of outdated recycling, and so
much more. We’ve gone through new phases and faces, new people and pages.
Isn’t it suitable for me to say that I don’t know what to say at this point? I’m speechless, really. Thank
god it’s over—but as soon as I think that, I get all sentimental. “Ooh! But I’ll miss you!” Gosh.
Gosh, I’ll miss that office.
Oh, the late nights. Oh, the later nights.... Oh, the hundreds of gallons of coffee I’ve likely drunk over
the past two years in that office alone. The going barefoot around the West Hall basement at 3 a.m. The
senseless laughing when there’s a giant mistake on the front page or an ad missing or the wrong date just
before the sun rises. The explicit drawings and jokes that are way too old, but we all find it funny anyway.
And that couch, that 25-year-old couch.
Gosh, I’ll miss you guys.
Oh, you guys—my staff from August 2007 to April 2009—you guys. We’ve had the best of times; we’ve
had the not-quite-worst-but-still-pretty-bad-of-times. But there’s a special lockbox in my heart for all of
you.
Gosh, I’ll miss this newspaper.
Oh, what an accomplishment this paper has come to be. The tradition lives on! To whomever my suc
cessor may be: Keep in mind the past, the hard work it took to start this paper, and the fact that it’s all
worth it for the future of the paper, for keeping the voice of a student body alive.
I’ll miss you, White Pine Press. Nothing less than the absolute sum of a series of life-changing events
to occur in my young adult life, the White Pine Press has, yes, been a great newspaper, the best means of
student involvement on campus, and the original mutual friend of so many important people in my life
today; but more than that, it is has been my own personal grace.
Enough of that.
Long live the White Pine Press! I can sincerely admit: I’ll miss you.
ALLISON PETERS
Press Editor-in-Chief

Letter to the Editor
April 28,2009 is Equal Pay Day
Every year in April, American Association of
University Women and hundreds of other organiza
tions - women’s, civil rights, labor, and communi
ty — team up with the National Committee on Pay
Equity (NCPE) for a national day of action pro
moting fair pay: Equal Pay Day. The day, observed
on a Tuesday in April, symbolizes how far into the
year a woman must work, on average, to earn as
much as a man earned the previous year. (Tues
day is the day on which women’s wages catch up
to men’s wages from the previous week.) Because
women earn less, on average, than men, they must
work longer for the same amount of pay.
According to new data from the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, in 2007 on a national level, the ratio of
women’s to men’s median annual earnings reached
almost 78 cents on the dollar for full-time, year-

round workers, up from just under 77 cents in 2006.
This is the narrowest the wage gap has ever been, but
it’s only an additional one cent on the dollar. One
cent is chump change. It isn’t real change.
Here in Michigan, we are at a ratio of 69 cents
to one dollar. This is an increase of 2 cents, but this
is partially attributed to the fact that more men
than women have been laid off in Michigan this
past year. Thus, it is not good news.
On April 26lh, Equal Pay Day, I ask that the
NMC students and their friends send an email to
our senators and other officials. Senator Levin is
sponsoring the Fair Paycheck act. Please urge Sen.
Stabenow to also sponsor this bill. Remember, this
is a day we don’t want to continue to “celebrate” and
that will only happen when pay equity is achieved.
NADINE DOLAN
AAUW Public Policy Chair

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts let
ters to the editor from members of the col
lege and community. Letters should be less
than 400 words, typewritten, and signed
with your name, address and phone number.
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar,
spelling and length. Opinions expressed are
not necessarily those of The White Pine
Press staff or any college employee.

*

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686

BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com
BY FAX: (231)995-2110

*
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What are your plans for the summer?
"I'm gonna watch

"My biggest plan for

"I'm planning on get

"My biggest plan is to

Twilight...a lot."

the summer is to expe

ting married this sum

continue my education

rience Traverse City for

mer. "

and go back to Big Rap

AMANDA RICHARDS,
3RD YEAR STUDENT

Visual Communications

ids and go to Ferris."

what it really is."

MATT MONLEY,
1ST YEAR STUDENT

AMBER ELLIOTT,
2ND YEAR STUDENT

Visual Communications

Culinary Arts

EMILY KANTAR,
1ST YEAR STUDENT

"I’m moving."
"I'm having a baby."

JEREMIE DENNIS,
1ST YEAR STUDENT

Mechanical Engineering

JAYMIE HATT,
3RD YEAR STUDENT

Visual Comminications

Fine Arts

CAMPUS QUOTES

Compiled by LIDIA DART AND ABRAHAM MORRISON

saurm BYTES
"U.S. forces are reported to have attacked the lifeboat
when the pirates were expecting a diplomatic exchange...
[and] have taken the remaining pirate to one of their ships
in these waters." MOHAMMED ADOW, Somalia correspondent
for al-Jazeera, highlighting the continuing differences in the
way news is reported between the Western world and within
the Middle East. Source: al-Jazeera English

"This order ignores the reality of what happened in the
counties and cities on election day in terms of counting
the votes." BEN GINSBERG, legal spokesman for former senator
Norm Coleman (R-MN), after a three-judge panel unanimous
ly rejected Coleman's lawsuit alleging irregularities with the
November vote. Five months since the election, Minnesota
is still without a junior senator, but former SNL writer-turnedDFLer Al Franken, with a 312-vote lead, is now almost certain
to take the seat pending Coleman's further appeals. Coleman,
meanwhile, now has the distinction of losing to a professional
wrestler (Jesse Ventura, governor '98), nearly losing to a dead
man (Paul Wellstone, replaced by former VP Walter Mondale
two weeks before the election, who still managed 49%, Sen
ate '02), and now (nearly) to a comedian. ,Source: Minneapolis
Star-Tribune

"This is an embarrassing and ham-fisted cataloging error."
DREW HERDENER, spokesman for Amazon.com, after the online
retailer removed 57,310 books from its search function this
weekend, many of which were suspiciously gay- and lesbianthemed. The 'glitch', which incited an online firestorm among
the LGBT community, affected books as diverse as Ellen De
Generes: A Biography to D.H. Lawrence's classic in erotic fic
tion, Lady Chatterly's Lover. Source: Los Angeles Times

"Woof, woof." B0, 6 months, new First Dog of the Unit
ed States (FDOTUS), marking the South Lawn of the White
House for the first time. The American public is fascinated
with this, our first ever presidential Portuguese water dog.
Nothing in our history has ever been so important. More Bo!
More Bo! More Bo! Source: The Washington Post

"Booty is booty." SIR MIX-A-LOT, rap relic best remembered
for his 1992 hit "Baby Got Back", in a new commercial for
fast-food giant Burger King utilizing that song in promotion of
its kids meals. The commercial, which features scantily-clad
women cavorting around a SpongeBob SquarePants-tbemed
set, wiggling their square-angled derrieres to the coveted 3- to
11-year-old demographic, began airing last week. Source: Chi
cago Sun-Times

Warm weather causes students
to spring from classrooms
I
LAURA EARLE
Press Staff Writer

Several sightings of a mysterious, bright golden
ball moving across the sky have been reported re
cently in Traverse City. Although it has not been
observed doing anything suspicious—other than
travelling between the East and West horizons every
day like clockwork—the ball’s sudden appearance is
said to be correlated with the rapid rise in tempera
ture (as of late, average daily temperatures have been
reaching a scorching 45 degrees!), as well as the dis
appearance of our snow. That’s right—it is undoubt
edly safe to say that the snow is finally melting!
At last, the sun has shown its face again, and
spring has arrived in Northern Michigan. As we
students return from our “spring” vacations (al
though, when we left for said vacations, there was
still a good few inches of snow on the ground),
our hangover headaches and sunburned backs are
enough to distract us from studying for finals. The
sun’s warm rays shining on us through classroom
windows is the last straw. Those bright beams in
duce many a case of cabin fever, which may as well
be called End-of-the-Year-itis.
Although these final few weeks are probably the
most important part of any college student’s aca
demic semester, the warm temperatures (and, in
many cases, sheer boredom with the monotony of
school) compel many students to forgo class. Pro
fessors frown at the increasing number of empty
desks in their classrooms; however, since this isn’t
high school, all they can do is hope that the slackers
in question skip class several times, consecutively,
so that they can be dropped from the course.
The number of students who lose interest in school
and drop classes within the final few weeks of every
semester is unbelievable. Seriously, are a few extra days

of freedom really worth sacrificing over three months
of hard work, along with the better part of your tu
ition? Is escaping the tedium of English homework
now really more important than getting yourself a
well-above-minimum-wage career later in life? Unfor
tunately, I know quite a few people who just might
answer “yes” to both of these questions.
Sure, one or two missed classes won’t get you
kicked off the roster, but it just might
lower your final grades by a few
notches. Yes, semester reviews can
bore one to tears—yet, reviewing
is key to doing well on your finals,
and doing well on your finals is
key to moving yet another
semester further into TheRest-of-Your-Life-As-YouKnow-It.
Indeed, it is an awfu
shame to be cooped up
in a classroom study
ing when the warm,
promising sunbeams
of early spring are
shining through the wii
dow and across your de
but there will be plenty
time to enjoy the weath
later—after you’ve p;
another semester of Th
Rest-of-Your-Life-AsYou-Know-It.
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NMC Players with
too much ado
I

JAKE BAILEY
Press Staff Writer

Much Ado About Nothing is a Shake
spearian play telling the tale of young love,
vile trickery and cunning comedic conclu
sion. If you are planning to catch this pro
duction by the NMC Players, be sure to
come armed with a quick wit to follow the
high paced dialogue and strong encounter
of this amorous tale. While viewers should
not expect a full scale Broadway produc
tion (the size of the stage prohibits such an
endeavor), the Players make due with the
meager supplies allotted.
Joe VanWagner, teacher assistant and
acting guru to many performers, says, ”
The play is looking to turn out really well.
I’ve participated in three productions in
the past and, while Im. sitting this one out
to help more with the technical and direct
ing aspects as well as help tutor students,
I haven’t seen a class with quite this much,
energy and enthusiasm since I’ve been
here. Its really cool.”

This enthusiasm and faith is shared by
Player veteran Derek Woodruff, who plays
the role of love-struck Claudio. “I thin k
everyone is doing a great job for a bunch
of Shakespeare virgins, which includes
me,” he says.
Stage manager, assistant director and
three-year Player veteran Heather Brown
is also impressed with the progress of the
production.
“During Much Ado have witnessed the
best publicity and set construction in my
years in this class,” said Brown. “We also
have a host of incredibly talented new ac
tors that I am really excited to see get some
of the light they deserve.”
Be sure to catch this fun performance
in Scholars Hall, room 217 on April 24 at
7 p.m., April 25 at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. and.
April 26 at 2 p.m. Tickets are $7 for stu
dents and seniors and. $9 for adults.

Nothin q moves a
resume to the top of
the pile like a deqree from
a top business colleqe.
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Three roads diverged
in a White Pine wood
Graduates prepare for life beyond NMC

I

CHRIS LITTLE
Press Staff Writer

As the school year draws to a close, three
NMC students look back on their journey at
Northwestern Michigan College and how it
has affected them. Michael Wagner, Hannah
Furman and Nicole Kent all look back at their
experience at NMC in a very positive light.
Michael Wagner began at NMC in the
fall of 2006. He has been a member of Phi
Theta Kappa, the NMC Chamber Singers,
and works on campus in the Career and
Employment Center. Wagner really en
joyed his NMC experience. According to
Wagner, NMC is “a great place where kids
can get a great education.” Wagner also felt
that the quality of instructors was one of
the best aspects of the NMC experience.
In fact, it was one of those professors that
helped him decide his career path. Next
year Wagner will be pursuing a career in
meteorology at Central Michigan Univer
sity. His love for meteorology was fostered

in ENV 117, Meteorology and Climatol
ogy, with Mike Jacobson. Wagner looks
back at his time at NMC as a great experi
ence, saying that it definitely prepared him
to go away, and that the education he re
ceived here was on par with any university.
Hannah Furman was similarly enthu
siastic about her time at NMC. When she
started in the spring of2006, Furman took
a fairly business-like attitude towards NMC,
saying that she was here to go to school and
to get one thing done. Furman could often
be found in the library or computer lab,
hard at work. Furman credits NMC with
her plans to pursue a degree to become a
Park Ranger by transferring to Grand Valley
State University next year through the Uni
versity Center. NMC “persuaded me into
continuing a profession in the sciences,” she
said. When asked about her favorite profes
sor, Furman had a tough time answering.
Tt was a tie between John Mauk and Mike
Jacobson, she says, because she really liked
both teachers and their classes. Furman also

passed along some advice to people con
sidering college in Traverse City. “People
shouldn’t feel bad about not going away to
their school for your first two years,” she
said. “NMC is all you need.” Furman also
said that NMC often gets a bad reputation
and that people sometimes look down on
the school. Often, Furman said, it is the op
posite of what you think.
When looking back on her NMC expe
rience, Nicole Kent had only positive things
to say. Kent started at NMC in the fall of
2006, right after high school. Next year she
plans on going to Central Michigan Uni
versity to continue to study elementary
education. “I really enjoyed it,” she says of
NMC. “I like the campus and how it was
smaller. I felt that it was a good place for
me to start my college experience.” Kent
says she really benefited from the closeness
of campus and how everything was conve
niently located. The faculty at NMC was
also a big positive of her NMC experience.
Kent attributes a growth in confidence in

%

her writing to Dr. Roberts and his recom
mendation that she start working at the
Writing Center. She helped students with
their writing at the Center for two years.
These three students represent a much
larger population of students of all ages and
backgrounds who have decided to attend
ed NMC and have been pleased or even
blown away by the experience they have
had. NMC continues to be the unsung
jewel of northern Lower Michigan, tucked
away in small town Traverse City. While its
origins and locations may be small, NMC
has become a respected institution, rivaling
any other college of its size and many much
larger. NMC’s slogan of “Find It Here,” at
first rather ordinary, takes on a whole new
meaning for the people who really do find
exactly what they need on the campus of
Northwestern Michigan College.
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Free alternatives
to Photoshop
Having taught Photoshop for years, I’ve heard complaints about how expensive Photo
shop is; my students constantly ask, “where can I get a free copy?” The answer is, you can’t.
A full version of the world’s state of the art, image-editing software is near $600. You can
get a watered-down version of Photoshop, called Elements, but that will still set you back
$80 and a few hours of instruction.
In the day of the digital camera, it’s cru
cial that you have fundamental tools to fix
and adjust your images. Obvious prob
lems like lightness or darkness, cropping
and basic color editing are sometimes easy
T0MAUCH
Press Staff Columnist
to fix, but more complex problems present
themselves often enough.
One of the most important skills to have is the ability to resize an image, depending on
what you want to do with it. For print, we need higher resolution and quality than for web
sites or emails, 200 to 300 dpi (dots per inch) for print, 72 dpi for Internet. In addition,
there are different file formats. This is a source of confusion for many people.
Almost all images we deal with these days are jpegs (.jpg). We use them because the file
size is small compared to its quality.
This is done by compressing the image and discarding unneeded pixels. These are great
to use in emails or even for printing, if you print from the original jpg. BUT, every time
you open and RESAVE a jpg it recompresses itself and you lose image quality. Don’t get
confused with opening the image for viewing. You need to resave it from an image editor
to do the damage. Opening, just to look at it, does not harm the image.
So if it is a work-in-progress image, save it as a different file type, specifically one that is na
tive to the image editor. In Photoshop’s case it would be called a “Photoshop document”
hence the 3 digit extension of .psd. Other good alternative formats are .tifs or .pdf’s.
Here is a short list of free applications or web based programs that can help you in a pinch.
Picnik.com and splashup.com are web-based editors, meaning you upload your images

TECHNO
BABBLE
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to their home page. It’s cool because there’s no program to download or install taking up
space, but it is limited on features.
Picnik.com is so easy. Just click the “upload” button and open images from Facebook,
Photobucket, your digital camera or hard drive. It’s popular because it’s integrated with
Flickr, plus it lets you save as jpg’s, tif’s, or pdf’s.
Splashup.com is the closest one I’ve seen to Photoshop. To get it to work, you need to
install the latest Flash Player 10. This program may be the least stable (it froze my com
puter twice), but the interface gives me great tools including layers, transforming layers and
multiple image editing. The downside is that it will only let me save jpgs, fxo’s and png’s,
rather than pdf or tif.
Free image editing programs that you could download and install include the popular
GIMP application. GIMP works great for simple things like batch resizing multiple photos,
converting color to black and white, color correction, multi-layer image creation, and cus
tom scripting for complex batch edits.
Paint.net has developed into an excellent free image editor with support for layers, easy
access to common functions like red-eye removal, and virtually unlimited undos. Paint.net
is a little easier to learn than GIMP and has a cool forum community for exchanging ideas
or plug-ins.
Google’s Picasa is more of an organization tool that happens to have editing features.
Basic editing functions included are crop, red eye removal, contrast and color correction,
and enhancement. The program recently updated to RAW support.
Finally, you can try IrFanView for a quality free image editor. The program’s makers rou
tinely add new editing features
and it is very popular in schools
and libraries.

PREPARE YOURSELF
TO EXCEL

kft

Turning edge-on
Liberal Studies Degree

Areas of Emphasis:
Pre-law

Environmental advocacy
Nonprofit leadership

Creativity and communication arts
Child development
Human services

Venus will continue to rise higher in the morning skies, reaching
the greatest western elongation on June 6. Mercury is best seen
in the evening skies from now until early May, and returning to
the morning skies throughout June. By early June, Jupiter will rise
around midnight and remain in the evening skies for the rest of
2009. Saturn will continue to dominate the evening sky until Au
gust when its ring begins to turn edge-on and becomes lost in the
glare of the Sun.

Many more

Rising aphelion
L

.4

Summer arrives on June 21 at 1:46 a.m., EDT. The Earth reaches
aphelion on July 3, farthest from the Sun at 94,505,048 miles.
The waning moon will interfere with this year’s Perseid Meteor
Shower, which peaks on August 12. The slight penumbral Lunar
Eclipses for the summer will be too faint for most to notice. The
full moon will occult the bright star Antares around midnight on
June 6.

■

Earn a bachelor’s degree in Liberal Studies. This customized degree program lets you

study topics most relevant to your career goals. You develop your own course of study, in
consultation with your advisor, in areas of emphasis such :as pre-law, environmental
advocacy, nonprof t leadership, communication arts, child development, social work, or

other human services. Plus, the flexible curriculum makes it easier to use yoiir previous
college credit to complete the degree • 't's your time to excel' Call or visit us online for
more information about the Liberal Studies program at Grand Valley in Traverse City.
gvsu.edu/traverse

231.995.1785

GrandVmli.y
State University
Traverse City
Regional Center

For a schedule of Open House dates and times, visit http://www.
nmc. edu/rogersobservatory/

888.922.1785
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Removing the
veil of ignorance
While going through some emails recently, this state
ment was brought to my attention: “If there are so many
homosexuals in Traverse City, why don’t I ever see any?”
Well, there are several issues with this statement that need
addressing and correcting. No offense to whoever anony
mously wrote this, but your view (as well as many others
in the local population) on homosexuality is extremely
skewed and misguided.

DONT DO IT
IN THE DARK
ALEXANDER BRAND

■

Press Staff Columnist

For one, you cannot determine someone’s sexual prefer
ence based on what they are wearing or how they look.
People dress however they do usually based on comfort or
fashion, with their sexual orientation rarely coming into
play. Just because a guy is wearing tight jeans and a flashy
dress shirt does not mean he is gay, nor does a woman
wearing masculine clothing show that she is a lesbian.

This is a judgmental error that many people tend to make,
yet few realize that sexual orientation is much more than
just clothing—it is a deep part of your existence.
I would argue that the harsh stigmas associated with
being gay or lesbian are so intense that many homosexu
als choose instead to keep their sexual preference hidden
from public view. If people are judging you constantly
based solely on what you wear, is it a surprise to see that
many choose to keep their lifestyles hidden? If people
were to put that much energy into other areas of existence
(such as political activism, relationships, etc.) then the
quality of life on this planet would increase significantly.
Often, going public about your sexual preference is
known as “coming out of the closet” and is a very dramat
ic and emotional rollercoaster. Teenagers have been thrown
out of their houses and forced to live on the streets based
on their parent’s inability to believe that their child is a ho
mosexual. Often, coming out is full of fierce arguments and
plenty of tears, yet it does not have to be this way.
Instead of arguments and hate-filled words, coming
out can be a celebration of the freedom from living in si
lence and fear, a time of peace and reconciliation. Coming
out does not need to be a time of pointing fingers and can
be a time of bonding and understanding. For anyone that
needs help with their coming out process, I would highly
suggest going to the Human Rights Campaign website
and checking out the support offered there.
Homosexuality has been around for literally thousands
of years. From Roman bathhouses to southern Africa, many
homosexual communities can be found in recordings be
fore the birth of Jesus. Yet, in modern America, there are

The end leads to
a new beginning
Spring is the time of year for new growth. In alignment
with this natural occurrence, we find refreshing renewal. Up
north, we also find the phenomena coined, “spring fever.”
With this “fever” we feel volatile after having been in the dark
ness, the heavy snow, and for some, the indoors all winter long.
We are now grasping at what we sense will come that seems
to not be reaching us quickly enough. We find ourselves more

HERE AND
THERE

■

AMANDA CAMPBELL

Press Staff Columnist

impatient and perhaps even more impulsive or control
ling than usual. It has been a long winter and winter has given
us ample time to stock up on “will dos” and “will haves” such
as the desire to get out and take up bike riding this year or the
desire to work hard at the gym in the next few months to feel
beach-ready. These are surface ways we desire to get moving.
There are other ways we sense movement coming on, as
well. There is a desire to go socialize a little more, to make
plans for this summer or next fall, or maybe even to start to
live the life you dream of. As students coming to the close
of a semester, this can make us feel especially crazed. We are
finishing up important projects now demanding our full cre
ative attention, but we can’t stop thinking about what is next.
We may find ourselves fearing the coming changes as well as
excited by them. In this, we see the paradox of how the mind
fears change and longs for it at the same time.
We all know the experience of this. We crave something fresh
and are saddened to leave behind the usual. The fear comes from
this new and inevitable unknown freshness. We watch our minds
take us into places on both ends of excitement and fear, all the

while missing out on the transfor
mation that is occurring now as we
finish up a paper, a speech, a con
versation, a cup of coffee. If we re
main stuck in this pattern, it can be
damaging to our self-actualization.
We are able to sabotage our happi
ness, our projects, our relationships,
and more, because we habitually bounce between grasping at the
known past and holding at bay the unknown future.
Anais Nin said, “And the day came when the risk to remain
tight in a bud was more painful than the risk it took to blos
som.” This tells us that we have to be willing to let go of what
has been in order to move forward into a fuller expression of
ourselves and our lives. If we are to know something new, we
must be willing to release the old. It just doesn’t work to keep
“doing the same thing over and over again and expecting dif
ferent results,” as Albert Einstein pointed out.
So how does one balance on the razor’s edge and escape
this habit? The Vietnamese Buddhist teacher Thich Nhat
Hahn says that, “to be with each stroke as
one washes the dishes,” is the way to gen
tly show up for life in the present moment.
He calls it Mindfulness. Not very roman
tic, is it? More paradox: there is great re
ward in being that present with what is,
but few people are able to jump from here
to there! We must begin smalt We must
recognize where we are being pulled out of
the present moment. It is seductive to pay
attention to the mind’s planning for the
future or to the mind’s mulling over the
past. Once this activity is observed we can
practice mindfulness in all that we do.
I am making this sound easy, aren’t I? It is
not, I assure you. We don’t wake up and find
it easy to become aware of the habits of our
mind and once we do become aware of these
habits, it isn’t effortless to begin to focus on
the present moment. It takes work Not only
does it take work, but the next habit we get
to look at in the process is self-judgment,

still people that discriminate against individuals based on
their sexual orientation. After all our social advancements,
there is still a closed-minded community that immediately
damn the actions of anyone associated with homosexuality.
How can this be that people cannot allow others to live a
happy existence? Are these same people not the same group
that claims that life is sacred? Are homosexuals’ lives not
then sacred as well under the standards of that statement?
My challenge for the community is one that may be
very challenging for some: open your mind. If you are re
ligious and feel like you cannot accept this lifestyle, my
response is “love the sinner, hate the sin.” Just because
someone is different does not mean that they should be
alienated and pushed away from society. Celebrate diver
sity, remove the veil from your eyes, embrace those that
are different, enjoy your existence! The next time you see
a guy with tight jeans or a woman wearing a flannel shirt,
remember that homosexuality is not defined by how you
dress and has much more meaning than clothing selec
tion. Also, I would suggest researching the life of Harvey
Milk and the impact he made in the political spectrum.
Just because someone lives a different lifestyle does not
mean that he or she does not care about healthcare, equal
ity and minimum wage laws. You are more similar than
you are different. I leave with you a quote to ponder:
“It is distressing to me that we live in an age in which
we still must fight to protect our civil rights as Americans,
in which a hate crime perpetrated against someone based
their sexual orientation can go unpunished, and in which
discrimination is being written into our laws.”
-John Conyers

namely for why we’ve been so stupid to be “out of the moment”
in the first place (and over and over and over again.) We get
to see more and more of our neuroses (and if you are a per
son who thinks he doesn’t have any, you will be one of the ones
who finds more than most) and we become embarrassed. If we
are lucky, we are also humbled by all that we see. If we make it
this far, we then begin to find a new habit forming, offering us
the presence of this moment. While we find ourselves less in the
habit of looking forward or looking behind us, we don’t stop
being human. We still get to experience the full spectrum of life,
good, pure, loving, painful, sticky, ugly, wonderful.
Maybe there is a kind of pain experienced by the orchid
blooming in the night. Maybe there is a period of time when
that bloom is experiencing adjustment to the light of day after
she has opened. Maybe she knows that in her letting go and her
willingness to be with the transformation happening right now,
there is nothing lost, only her very perfect life to be lived by no
one but her. Maybe we can have a taste of this. My hope is that
we sense this end leading us into a beginning and that delivers us
into a fuller expression of who we are in this moment.

Questions?

Planned Parenthood has answers,,.

April 16, 2009

1 2 ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

WHITE PINE PRESS

Don't miss these summer movies

I

Game Review

KENDALLSPRATT

I

Press Staff Writer

It’s hot out and you’re bored. You’re tired of the lake and itching from your sunburn. What should you
do? Go sit in an air-conditioned theater and watch a film that will make you laugh until you cry. A movie
that will inspire you, or one that will make you sit on the edge of your seat in suspense. A perfect solution!
X-Men Origins: Wolverine — May 1
• Hugh Jackman plays Logan (aka Wolverine) in
this new X-Men installment. Logan and his brother
Victor (Liev Schreiber)
are recruited for a
special mutant fighting
unit. Love, murder, re
venge, and lots of mu
tants will help explain
the background of one
of the most popular
X-Men characters, so
if you’re a fan of the XMen movies—or like
seeing Hugh Jackman
with his shirt off—go
see this film.

The Proposal - June 19
• An overbearing,
pushy boss, Sandra
Bullock, forces her
young assistant, Ryan
Reynolds, to marry
her so she can avoid
deportation to Canada
and stay in the U.S.
Bullock usually hits the
nail on the head when
it comes to chick flicks.
Also appearing in this
film are Betty White,
Mary Steenburgen and
Craig T. Nelson. I hope this will be a refreshing
film instead of a flop.

Star Trek - May 8
, In this prequel, James Kirk (Chris Pine) is an
angry, wayward young man looking for trouble.
A young Spock (Zachary Quinto) is tortured over
his mixed heritage.
We also meet other
young Star Trek
names like ‘Bones’
McCoy and Uhura,
as Kirk and Spock
are irrevocably
pulled together to
save the galaxy—
for the first time.
Let’s keep our
fingers crossed
that it will be
as exciting as it
looks.

Transformers: Revenge ofthe Fallen — June 24
• Shia LaBeouf, Megan Fox, Josh Duhamel, and
Tyrese Gibson are all back in Transformers: Revenge
ofthe Fallen. Decepticon returns to Earth with
a mission; Sam Witwicky is taken prisoner after
the young hero learns the truth about the ancient
origins of the Transformers. Optimus Prime forms
an alliance with international armies for a second
battle to protect humankind. The first Transformers
movie was impressive—we can only hope that this
film will live up to the first one.

I

2

Terminator
Salvation — May 21
Set in post-apocalyptic 2018. Christian Bale
stars as John Connor, the man fated to lead the human resistance against Skynet and its army of Ter
minators. Connor’s world is turned upside down by
the appearance of Marcus Wright (Sam Worthing
ton). John and Marcus embark on a journey to
discover the terrible secret behind the possible anni
hilation of mankind. Seems like it is going to be an
edge-of-your-seat movie. Hopefully, they didn’t just
put the best parts of the movie in the trailer.

3.

The Taking ofPelham 123- June 12
• Armed men hijack a New York City subway
train, holding the passengers hostage in return for a
ransom and turning an ordinary day’s work for dis
patcher Zachary Garber (Denzel Washington) into
a face-off with the mastermind behind the crime.
Film legends John Travolta and Denzel Washington
team up together for the first time. Hijacking as a
plot has been done before, but with Travolta and
Washington it just might be an amazing film.

4

5

6

scon PELL
Press Staff Writer

Resident Evil 5 has been running advertisements that say “Fear
you can’t forget,” though AA 5 isn’t all that fearsome.
The gameplay of Resident Evil 5 plays just like that of Resident Evil
4. With the release of the game Dead Space, we the players figured
out that a game can still be scary, even though we could shoot and
move at the same time. The Resident
Evil series is most notable for it being
scary, however RE 5 turns out to be
nothing more than an action game
with a few scary-like elements. Some
thing new that RE 5 brings to the
table is the ability to play coopera
tively both online and off. However
if you can’t find anyone to play with,
RE 5 supplies an AI partner and
some commands that you can give it
In short: RE 5 is RE 4 with a new
look and environment, with mote
action than atmosphere. Fans of the
Resident Evil series will want to pick this one up because it continues
the story, gamers should pick it up because it’s a solid zombie romp
and it has a lot of replay value.

Upcoming Releases
April

Neil Young — Fork in the Road
Method Man & Redman - Blackout 2

May

Ziggy Marley - Family Time
Green Day — 21st Century Breakdown
Mandy Moore - Amanda Leigh

June

Elvis Costello — Secret, Profane & Sugarcane
Black Eye Peas — The E.N.D.
Tortoise - Beacons ofAncestorship

^7 Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince
/. -July 17

It’s Harry Potter, do I really have to say more
than that? Fans, of course, will flock to see it.
And for those of you who aren’t fans, my advice is
simple: don’t tell anyone and just go see a differ
ent movie on this
list! Harry is in
his sixth year at
Hogwarts which
turns out to be
quite the exciting
year. Adventures
include the arrival
of a new teacher at
Hogwarts, Horace
Slughorn, the
mysterious Potions
book of the HalfBlood Prince, and
private lessons
with Professor
Dumbledore.

July

August

Wonderlick- Topless At The Aero Arena
Son Volt - American Central Dust

Circulatory System - Signal Morning

Local Music
TC West Sr. High EuroChorale Triumph
Every three years West Senior High choir students travel Europe on
their big EuroChorale tour. This year they wound their way through
Italy, singing in the Vatican, St. Francis’ Basilica in Assisi, and cathe
drals in Venice and Florence before culminating at the Musica Mun
di International Choir Competition in Budapest, Hungary. Though
competing against professional choirs from around the world, these
talented high schoolers took away two gold medals, in the Folk Mu
sic and Mixed Choir categories.- Congratulations to all the members
of the WSH Chorale and Choral Aires on your fantastic performanc
es. Readers: your next chance to see them perform is May 14 at the
Spring Vocal Awards Concert, 7:30, WSH Auditorium.

G.I. Joe: The Rise of Cobra — August 7
, An elite military unit comprised of special
operatives known as G.I. Joes, operating out of
The Pit. They take on an evil organization led by a
notorious arms dealer. Starring Channing Tatum,
Sienna Miller, and Dennis Quaid. Although I
haven’t heard too much about this film, with this
cast it may be a fun movie.

8

*
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Goings-on at Old Town Playhouse anything but doubtful
NORA STONE
Press A&E Editor

the small but pivotal role of Mrs. Muller, mother of the
drama or a comedy that’s very naturalistic, and you want
What do you do when you’re not sure?
student with whom Flynn may or may not have had an
people to be more immediate to the action, a studio space
Luckily, the question of what play to see is much more
unsuitable relationship.
is
perfect.
The
audience
is
easily answered than
What’s the most important thing about studio theatre?
seated
closer
to
the
actors,
but
the question of guilt.
“[It’s] primarily there for people who think about
they
’
re
also
closer
to
the
text.
Old Town Playhouse is
things,
who want to be presented with different options
They
can
see
it,
hear
it,
smell
producing John Patrick
and
[who]
want theatre that stimulates as well as enter
it,
feel
it,
in
a
much
more
Shanley’s Doubt: A
tains,
”
said
Hopkins. “Theatre will lift you up and make
immediate
way,
”
commented
Parable in the down
you think... and you’re going to walk out of the theatre
Hopkins.
stairs studio theatre,
not knowing whether this man was guilty or innocent.
“Studio theatre enables
opening April 16.
How do you feel about that? You’re going to have to have
you to do a piece that is
Doubt won a
much more intellectual, much a dialogue with yourself after you see [Doubt].”
Pulitzer Prize for
And, in a time when the cost of things like entertain
more emotional, and engage
drama in 2005 and was
ment is foremost in many people’s minds, she reminds us:
your audience in a way that
adapted into an Oscar“Thinking is free!”
you can’t when you’ve got
nominated film last
Doubt opens at Old Town Playhouse on Thursday,
the separation [of a 350-seat
year. Now OTP is put
IN REHEARSAL Amy Ruopp as Sister James
April 16. Call the box office at 947-2210 or visit www.
main stage].”
ting the piece onstage
oldtownplayhouse.com for ticket information.
It also gives directors
as part of their spring
and Maria McKane as Sister Aloysius.
more flexible
season.
seating arrangements. For Doubt, Hopkins
“ [Doubt is] timely, it’s relevant, it’s beautifully writ
has arranged the stage in a long cross shape,
ten. .. and I think a lot of theatres are attracted to its abil
which reflects the religious nature of the play
ity to challenge the acting pool,” said director Mychelle
and hits you immediately with the image
Hopkins. “Actors want to work on something they can
of the play. The banks of seats facing each
sink their teeth into and this is certainly one of those.”
other will give the audience a
The play is set in 1964
unique entry into the text.
and deals with two
Thursday • June 18, 2009
“You’re watching the
Catholic nuns, Sister
5:30 - 8:00 p.m. • Kresge Hall • Room 1316
play, but you’re also watch
Aloysius and Sister James,
Thursday • July 16, 2009
ing someone else watching
and the priest of their
5:30 - 8:00 p.m. • Science Lecture Hall • Room 1301
the play, and you feel a bit
Bronx parish, Father Flynn.
like a voyeur,” said Hopkins.
Sister James suspects Flynn
“It makes you just a tad
of inappropriate conduct
Explore over 75 undergraduate degree programs
uncomfortable in a way
with a student at the par
Attend a financial aid presentation
that’s intriguing—that’s
ish school, and takes her
Meet with a transfer admissions officer
good theatre.”
hunch to Sister Aloysius,
Apply (fee waived)
The four-person cast
who is already upset with
Register for classes and tour campus
has quite a burden on their
Flynn’s modern ideas.
shoulders. With a stark set,
It’s an intense drama,
Register by phone at 1-800-852-4951 (ext. 5345),
or online at www.madonna.edu
simple costumes and virtual
posing challenging ques
For
additional
questions, e-mail visit@madonna.edu
ly no budget, the focus truly
tions to the characters’ reli
is on their interpretation
gious belief and personal
www.madonna.edu
of John Patrick Shanley’s
morals. Hopkins feels that
36600
SCHOOLCRAFT ROAD, LIVONIA, Ml 48150
work. Jan Dalton and Maria
OTP’s 80-seat black box
McKane star as Father Flynn
studio space is perfect for
and Sister Aloysius, with
the production.
Amy Ruopp as Sister James
“When you’re doing a
DOUBT CAST L-r: Ruopp, McKa
piece that is a psychological
ne, Jan Dalton and Tamara DePonio. and Tamara DePonio in

MADONNA UNIVERSITY

TRANSFER NIGHT

The New Whitings

NMC info on the go!

J-

IT'S NOT ONLY THE BIGGEST BUR
YOU'VE EVER HAD—IT'S THE BE'

Hsg
• Room Rates: $400-$450/mo.
• Wireless Internet
• All utilities included!
• Fully furnished rooms

Emergency Info
JllMMSdosuffiL
Il'seasu;.........................

.BlMKA/selfserviffi...

Click on Personal Info"

J
II

W

-»»W ,

r?l

YOU ALSO GET THE
GREAT COLLECTORS

• Downtown TC
• Month-to-month leasing
231947 6360

MO

AND ONLY^O"

1521/2 E. Front Street
www.thewhitinghotel.com

MEXICAN RESTAURANTS

7ATETHEBIGJUAN"
T-SHIRT FRfil

GARFIELD-947-8820
N. US 31 SOUTH
I

946-4545

hurry in-- t-shirts availabfe while supplies last!

April 16, 2009

14 CALENDAR

WHITE PINE PRESS

WNMC Fundraiser, April 11-18. It’s that time again! Call 231-9951091 or visit www.wnmc.org for information and to make your pledge.

1
2

Nagata Shachu at the Milliken Auditorium, April 24 at 8 p.m. A Japa
nese drum group based in Toronto, Nagata Shachu will perform in con
junction with the new Japanese and Chinese sculpture exhibition opening
in the Dennos Museum, entitled “Breaking the Mold.” Tickets are $22 for
museum members, $25 in advance and $28 at the door. For more infor
mation or to purchase tickets, call 231-995-1553.

5

Maritime Academy open house, April 18 from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. Visit the
college to gain insight into the programs offered and to participate in simula
tions throughout the day. Please call 231-995-1200 for more information.

7
2

7
00

7

Doubt: A Parable at the Old Town Playhouse, April 16-25. See the OTP’s
studio theater version of the Pulitzer-prize winning play. Thursday, Friday
and Saturday night shows begin at 8 p.m. and Sunday matinees begin at 3
p.m. For more information about the play or to purchase tickets, visit www.
oldtownplayhpuse.com or call the box office at 231-947-2443.
73rd Annual Trout Festival, April 22-26 in downtown Kalkaska. Con
tests, entertainment, and parades abound at the festival! For more infor
mation, visit www.nationaltroutfestival.com.

4

9

9

7
6

The Glen Lake Women’s Club is having its 38th Annual Art Fair on
Wednesday, July 15, at the Glen Arbor Town Hall from 10am-4pm. There
will be over 90 exhibitors with high quality items to sell. You can purchase
lunch at the food counter, eat while you browse, buy a raffle ticket and
check out the items in the “trash to treasures” area. All proceeds go toward
NMC scholarships. For more information, please contact Ellen Figura at
figurabe@aol.com.

A

6

5
1 4
00

Family Day at the Dennos, May 2 from 11 a.m. until 3 p.m. Visit the
museum to participate in activities centered around the museum’s current
exhibitions. For more information, visit www.dennosmuseum.org.

4

3

3
5

Traverse City Chocolate Festival, April 26 at the City Opera House.
Stop by from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. to experience everything our regional arti
san chocolate makers have to offer. Contact the City Opera House at 231941-8082 for more information.

You are here.
So are we.
Find your Writing Center
I

*

f-1

1 - Need help
j with a paper?
* Want to become
a better writer?
Stop by the
Writing Center
for an
* appointment
today!
.

Scholar's Hall >
Room 221

(HI A A
... I.II.. IIIIIS

Stop by for a
chance to win a
FREE Flash
Drive!

NMC
University
Center'

Opening Neu: Doors

Ferris State University offers bachelor degree programs articulated with Northwestern Michigan
College right here in Traverse City at the NMC University Center. We understand convenience is an
important factor when considering the next step. Complete a bachelor’s degree on this campus
so you can continue working and living the life you’ve established.

Your future’s in your backyard.
Stop by our office or call (231) 995-1734 to learn more about the quality Ferris programs offered
right here: Accountancy, Business Administration, Business Administration-Aviation, Business
Administration-Maritime, Business Administration-Professional Track, Computer Information
Systems, Human Resource Management Certificate, International Business Certificate,
Nursing RN to BSN, Secondary Teacher Education and
Social Work, Information Security and Intelligence
(BS) and Homeland Security: Digital Security and
Forensics Certificate.

zN Ferris State

-f

Call (231) 995-1189

University

www.ferris.edu/offcampus
Online programs also available

COLLEGE OF PROFESSIONAL
AND TECHNOLOGICAL STUDIES

or email writingcenter@nmc.edu
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i Peters, 20 Editor-in-Chief

In August of 20071 became Editor-inChief of the WPP. Fresh out of high school
and with no real journalism experience, I
was naive, anxious and, quite truthfully,
unprepared for the glory and brawn of a real
newspaper. Nearly two years (and 32 issues)
later, I’ve learned more than I could have
imagined. Here I am with four semesters’
experience flung over my shoulder—I’m
older, wiser and have far more nerve now to
speak my mind. Whatever the future may
hold for me, I can assure you that the WPP
will forever be the “source” of my success;
I hope to continue on with journalism,
specifically architectural magazine writing.
On a bittersweet note, I’ll miss the paper
dearly. Peace.

Abe Morrison, 19 Managing Editor
I’ve been working for the WPP for almost
two years now. I can’t think of anything to
complain about. Everyone that works for
the paper is really hip and hard-working;
it’s a dreamy work environment. Not only
that, working for the paper has made me
a better writer, a better student, and a
better human being. Whatever I end up
doing for a career, I will be better at it
because of my time here at the WPP.
• T"'-hffia
■

Nora Stone, 20 A&E Editor
I’m in my third semester here at the WPP,
and I love it. I’m the one who always thinks
the newest issue is The Best Ever, annoying
the rest of the staff on production nights
with my “too chipper for her own good”
iitude at 2 a.m. I became A&E Editor at
e second issue this year and have greatly
joyed telling everyone what to think
about the latest movies, music and theatre.
My life would be a lot more boring without
the WPP And so would yours. See you next
fall... I want your copy.

E

Erin Bernhard, 20 Features Editor

I was lucky enough to have had a job
created for me after joining the staff of
the WPP in August 2008. As the features
editor, 1 was supposed to oversee the col
umns and back few pages of each issue.
I also honed my writing skills by writing
teasers and photo captions, seeing to it
that the little things got finished. I occa
sionally wrote real things for the paper—
my favorite story was about 20-year-old
student Kurt Jankowski. I’ve enjoyed
spending time doing what 1 love with
people that I love. 1 hope that 1 will,
someday, find a writing job so that I can
continue relishing in this art.

Lidia Dart, 20 Production Manager
-;c.7
;
I started working for the White Pine Press
in the fall of ’07. I’d always had a huge
interest in publication design, so when I
heard about NMC’s campus newspaper
I was eager to get involved. My first day
working for the paper I was nervous but
super stoked to be part of something so
engaging. I’ve never regretted my decision
in joining the paper; I’ve had a ridiculously
good time. I love the late nights in
production, all the vulgar tomfoolery that
goes on, and of course, most def, and above
all things I love the people involved, they’re
some of the radest people around! Working
for the White Pine Press has been the
highlight of my time spent here at NMC
and I will always remember it fondly.
' .

:

' Cl"

Emily Kane, 21 Graphic Designer
I’ve been designing for WPP for eight
months, and it has been with the most
humorous, loving and genuine group
of wild individuals that make it the
incredible paper it is today. I learned a
lot while working here, including the
importance of a deadline, when to laugh
instead of scream, and most of all, the
incredible impact a little paper like WPP
can have. My favorite issue was the St.
Patty’s day issue because everyone was in
such a good mood. Working for the paper
has enabled me to understand the value
of teamwork in a stressful situation and to
welcome each person’s individual talents.

itney Duque, 20 Copy Editor

Chris Little, 20 Scope Writer
I came into the paper late into the year
with only four issues to go. The first
I did was to construct a timeline on the
history of St. Patrick’s Day. It was all up
hill from there as I was given page 5, the
Scope page. This allowed me to pursue
in-depth analysis of current issues and
events. The WPP has turned me on to
journalism in a way that no other orga
nization ever has. Next year I plan on
writing for the newspaper at WMU and
continuing to work on my blog, www.
blackstatewhitestate.com which I co-au
thor with fellow WPP writer Alex Lane.

I started writing for the WPP in February, a tad
late in the game but eager to get started. My
experience with the paper is full ofjoyous mo
ments and fond memories, but the best part has
been working with a group of wonderful and
brilliant minds creating the work of art com
monly referred to as the newspaper. My favorite
piece that I worked on would definitely be ex
posing the myth of the Hollywood woman and
the stereotypes associated with gender. Work
ing with the paper has offered me many op
portunities to expand my journalistic skills and
sharpen my writing style, as well as expanding
future job options.

I started working at the WPP at the
very end of the fall semester. I never
thought that working on a newspaper
would be something that I would want
to do, but when Michael Anderson
told his fall Journalism class that the
WPP was looking for a person to do
movie reviews, I thought, I love i
and 1 start critiquing them as soon as
I leave the theater. My favorite part
about working here—besides meeting
all the great people on staff—is seeing
my name in print right above that Pri
Staff Writer.

Kendall Spratt, 21 Movie Reviewer

Alex Lane, 20 Fresh Intelligence
I’ve worked at this newspaper for four
months now, signing up the first day I ar
rived at NMC. I was immediately given
control of “Fresh Intelligence,” quickly be
coming an expert on missed deadlines and
the 2 a.m. struggle for self-sanity, while
somehow pulling off a fresh and intelligent
investigative report every week. I’d say I had
the most fun writing my “Fabulous Spring
Break Travel Tips”—if only because the sheer
amount of airfare research and graphic de
sign took me the entire night to finish, and
I still can’t get over the fact that you can find
$15,000 self-assembly helicopters on Craig
slist. As for the future, I’m interning on Cap
itol Hill for Sen. Carl levin this summer,
and as of press time, I couldn’t tell you where
I’m transferring in the fall.

Jake Bailey, 22 News Writer
I, having joined the WPP staff in March,
armed only with a weak-ass editorial idea
about trashcans and the utmost confidence
in my writing abilities, declared nervously,
“I have more than a fleeting interest in
journalism." Now, two months later, at 4
a.m., I sit wide-eyed and caffeinated, addicted
to the tick-tick of swift keyboard strokes that
echo the tune of truth. I have found a niche.
I have found a home and I have realized a
purpose for my troubles and myself. I have
also found Brittany, and she is BoP

s

I came to the WPP after first being recruited
by Michael Anderson in his Journalism
class last fall. When I started, I never read
newspapers, nor did I have any experience
with AP style. My dream is to be an editor,
though, so I figured editing for the WPP
could help me gain some experience. I never
would have imagined that I could walk into
the office and have Allison ask me, “Would
you mind writing this article for me?” and
that I could calmly sit down and write
something with no anxiety. The editing
experience I have gained while working for
the WPP cannot be replaced.
■ ■
Alex Brand, 21 Sexi olumnist

Go to the head of the
class
at
a top
10
. \
- Af»»
education college.
I

With a 105-year tradition of success, the College of

Education is WMU's oldest college, its program offerings
are among the most comprehensive and diverse in the

. country. They include one of only 18 programs in the
nation offering a graduate degree in athletic training and

a nationally recognized focus on preparing teachers for
urban classrooms. Learn more atwww.vvmich.edu/coe.

One of the nation's top universities.
- U.S News & World Report
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Meet the White Pine Press
Ever curious who keeps the campus alive? Here we are. We are the White Pine Press, your independent, student-run newspaper—read all about us
on page 15. A dedicated staff of young journalists, we commit ourselves every week to producing the best possible publication we can for our readers.
From the bottom of our hearts, we are extremely grateful for your readership, support and encouragement this year. Here we are, and we thank you.
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