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We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may

FLIPPING OUT

TWENTY-YEAR-OLD FILM MAJOR DAN RYAN has been flinging himself off buildings for the past two years. "I got bored and was wonder
ing if I could do a backflip off a twenty-foot slide," he says about his unusual ability. His neighbor, Trevor Faichney, also 20, watches Dan as he 
shows off with a back flip in the first weeks of school.

NMC welcomes biggest class in school history
Economy, unemployment major factors in student increase

■
 NORA STONE

Press Editor-in-Chief

By now you’ve heard the news that this 
fall’s group of students is the biggest in 
NMC s 58-year history. A twelve percent 
increase over the Fall 2008 semester adds up 
to just over 5,000 people enrolled for classes 
— 5,064 to be exact, as of August 31.

That number may change after this_____
year’s statistics are calculated. September 8 
was the last day to drop a fifteen-week class

and still receive a tuition refund. A certain 
number of students drop out completely in 
the first week -tr never show up for class 
at all - but that percentage is usually small, 
according to Jan Gasnik at the Records and 
Registration office. Last year, only 96 stu
dents out of 4562 — or just over two percent 
- were listed as “failures to appear.”------------

The swelling student body has present
ed challenges for the administration.

“Obviously, with increased enrollment 
comes increased pressure on our facilities, 
infrastructure and staff,” said NMC presi
dent Tim Nelson. “[We are] addressing all 
three areas... We’ve added more class sec
tions, hired more faculty...increased the 
number of seats per class in some courses, 
and moved some courses to Aero Park or—
University Center campuses.”

The budget is among the biggest prob

lems the college is facing this fall. NMC 
gets no extra funds from state or local 
sources, despite the extra students. Accord
ing to Nelson, tuition only covers half the 
cost of an NMC education. However, this 
is a planned-for occurrence, and Nelson 
characterizes the “overall impact” on the 
college as “very positive.”---------------------—

“We are thrilled that more people recog
nize the value that NMC offers,” said Nel-

• See ENROLLMENT on page 2 *
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Protect yourself against flu
One of the concerns of college administrators as students return to campus has been 
reported cases of HINI flu, more commonly referred to as swine flu. The symptoms 
can vary, consisting of fever, cough, sore throat, stuffy nose, aches, chills, and some re
ports of vomiting. NMC is doing its part to prevent the spread of this flu and keep 
the community aware and informed. Renee Jacobson, director of Health Services at 
NMC, has provided information to students on staying healthy: wash your hands 
often, cover your mouth and nose when you sneeze (with a tissue or your elbow, not 
your hands), stay away from others when sick to prevent spreading germs, eat and rest 
well, and avoid alcohol, drugs and tobacco. Later this fall, the health service clinic will 
offer vaccinations for NMC students, particularly those who live in the residence halls. 
Call (231) 995-1255 for more information.

NMC book buyback policy
The NMC bookstore is urging students to save their receipts. According to the NMC 
bookstore website and the statement on the refund policy (attached to the receipt when 
you purchase a book from the NMC bookstore), a receipt is required for book buybacks 
for the maximum return. Without a NMC bookstore receipt, buyback prices will vary 
and most likely decrease in value. The bookstore staff did not feel compelled to make a 
statement on the new buyback policy.

Innovation grant workshop

ENROLLMENT continued
son. Community college has always had a good value compared to four-year schools, and 
many students attend to complete basic classes and prerequisites before finishing their degrees 
at bigger universities. With the tuition freeze approved by the Board ofTrustees last March, 
NMC’s comparatively low tuition has become even more attractive to new and returning col
lege students.

Of course, money is a problem statewide. Michigan’s unemployment rate has been the 
highest in the nation for twelve straight months. Statistics available on the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor website show a peak in June at 15.2 percent, though preliminary reports show a 
slight reduction in July - all the way down to 15.0 percent.

This is a huge jump from the same time last year. June 2008 s unemployment rate was at 
only 8.1 percent. A telling sign of the recent economic nosedive is the fact that unemploy
ment jumped by nearly four percentage points between January and June of this year, after 
only gradually increasing from 7 to 10 percent throughout 2008.

The economy is a main reason for NMC’s attendance spike. Two of the fastest-growing 
groups are male students and those older than 26 - both reflections of the national reces
sion. As more people lose their jobs or seek higher salaries, further education becomes in
valuable to improving one’s financial position.

“Companies who are currendy hiring can be very choosy and often prefer college graduates,” 
said Jim Bensley, director of admissions. “Previous college experience but no degree may not cut 
it, therefore people are returning to finish [their education] or change a former program of study.”

While Michigan’s economy may be in a slump, if community colleges statewide are 
experiencing the same increase in attendance, it could be a positive sign for the future of

Students with innovative ideas may present quarterly grant proposals to the Inno
vation Grant Fund, created by the NMC Foundation. That fund will have up to 
$50,000 available this year. Grant amounts can be up to $5,000.
In advance of the Oct. 1 submission deadline, NMC grants officer Heidi Yaple will 
present a workshop from 1-3:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 11 in Founders Hall.
Learn how to effectively complete your Innovation Grant application as well as tips 
on presenting your ideas. This workshop is highly recommended for those considering 
submitting a grant application. Please RSVP by Sept. 7 at 995-1021 or cpaul@nmc. 
edu (RSVP is requested, but not required.)

local economies.
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PARKING PROBLEMS are always an issue on NMC's campus. The
huge increase in the student population has only exacerbated the situa
tion. New this year are security personnel overseeing the flow of traffic.
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THE BRIDGE WALK across the Mackinac Bridge revisited success in its 
52nd year with approximately 50,000 participants this Labor Day.
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New potential 
for NMC SGA
■

 JACOB BAILEY
Press Managing Editor

NMC’s Student Government Association will be nominating of
ficers on September 11 in the refurbished conference room on the 
main floor of West Hall. Up for grabs are the positions of president, 
vice-president, secretary, treasurer and webmaster, as well as 20 gen
eral SGA member seats.

Number one on everybody’s collegiate political agenda is student 
satisfaction.

“We really want to encourage student groups this year. Our main 
focus will be on student involvement,” said Francis Hartsuff, who 
has his eyes set on becoming SGA president.

Jeremy Meagher, who was SGA secretary in 2008-09, echoes 
his presidential competitor’s thoughts.

“I would like to be more present, and focus more on the will 
of the students. Really pay attention to what they have to say, and 
actively seek feedback,” Meagher commented.

Michael Hilliard, SGA member and longtime student, found a 
common issue while seeking signatures for his SGA petition.

“Almost everybody I talked to asked, ‘what does SGA do?’ 
or, ‘I’ve heard of them but I never hear about anything they are 
doing,”’ said Hilliard.

This is an issue he believes drastically affects new students.
“If you aren’t in a group already you don’t feel like there are things 

happening on campus,” he said. “I am in Phi Theta Kappa and I have 
been an officer in there all summer. It made student life kind of come 
alive for me, and made it a lot more exciting just being a part of some
thing, so I would like other people to have that too.”

Last year, with a budget of $30,000 - a significantly reduced sum 
from previous years - the SGA struggled at the end of the year to sup
port student groups. This year, SGA has a budget of $31,000 that in
cludes $6000 rollover from last year that will help make up for the 
$5000 they donate annually to the Innovation Fund. New and return
ing SGA members are hopeful after learning hard lessons last year.

“I think SGA just has a lot of potential,” continued Hilliard. 
“They do have a lot of money and they can kind of control and 
sponsor to get things going.”

Mariah Baker was SGA treasurer last year and hopes to hold the 
position again.

“I want to make sure we spend 
[our budget] more effective
ly on student activities,” she 
said. She hopes to “mak[e] 
it easier to spend money 
freely on students.”

To help support new 
enthusiasm towards stu
dent life, SGA members 
and officers have a rally in 
the works planned for Sep
tember 21 from 5:30 to 9:00 
p.m. SGA nominees will define 
their goals by giving speeches on
the activities field outside ofWest Hall.

Lisa Blackford, SGA faculty adviser, shares her students’ enthusiasm.
“I’m really excited about the level of energy, experience and new 

ideas this year. We have a lot of talent and diversity. It’s going to be 
an awesome year.”

Students interested in joining SGA can turn in petitions to apply 
for seats as long as seats are available, and should stop in at the stu
dent life office for more details.

Demolition in the works 
for West Hail wings

Image Courtesy/ED BAILEY

ARTIST'S RENDITION of the possible future for West Hall, minus its residency wings.

■
 JACOB BAILEY
Press Managing Editor

I
 NORA STONE
Press Editor-in-Chief

The NMC Board of Trustees will soon meet 
to determine the fate of the residency wings of 
West Hall. Last winter the roof of the North wing 
sprang a serious leak, causing substantial damage 
to some of the masonry facade and other portions 
of the structure.

South wing is also in poor condition. The roof 
has not yet failed, but it was built at the same 
time as the North roof and may develop prob
lems this winter.

President Tim Nelson and the trustees now face 
a dilemma: whether or not to attempt renovations 
to reclaim West Hall.

Vice President of Finance and Administration 
Cathy Jones believes that renovation of the wings 
would be too costly for NMC.

“We took a look at repurposing the build
ing,” said Jones, “however, due to the manner 
of [West Hall’s] construction, opening the space 
was not an option.”

According to Jones, projected cost of repair “to 
complete all identified deferred maintenance and 
bring the condition ofWest Hall to a good bench
mark is $861,000.” Of that sum, $661,000 ap
plies to the wings only. The remaining $200,000 is 
for the core of the building — where the cafeteria, 
NMC bookstore, and a handful of school organi
zations such as WNMC are housed.

“Due to the [failing] roof... and water infiltra
tion, the structural integrity of the wings would 
need a major financial investment before student 
groups could use the space,” said Jones. “The cost 
to replace the windows and heating, plus install an 
elevator and other required [features] to remodel 
the building would not be financially viable.”

The elevator, along with other features such as 
ramps, is part of the American Disabilities Associ

ation’s regulations for handicapped access. A major 
problem with the former dorm’s current state is its 
inaccessibility. NMC also loses money by keeping 
the unused wings heated during the winter to pre
vent further damage.

The residency wings, decommissioned in early 
2008, are capable of housing around 160 stu
dents. However, according to Jones, the 80 rooms 
have not been needed for the past three years, and 
opening up the interior of the building for other 
uses is not possible due to the manner original 
construction.

Naturally, there is a cost to demolishing the 
wings as well. An August 20 memo recommend
ing demolition has been presented to Nelson and 
the trustees. It projects the price tag at $325,000, 
which includes handling the asbestos present in . 
the building.

Jones estimates that the demolition would 
save NMC around $78,000 in utilities, as well as 
$600,000 that would be needed for maintenance 
if the residency wings were to stay. The bookstore, 
WNMC, cafeteria, and other offices would con
tinue to operate in the intact portion ofWest Hall 
after demolition.

Removing the wings also creates future possibil
ities for constructing a new student center - still a 
goal of the college - and will open up the campus 
"The demolition [would] occur during the semes
ter break, which means very little inconvenience to 
the occupants of the building,” said Jones. “As to 
moving, sharing space, et cetera, we are still analyz
ing space utilization for the core ofWest Hall.”

The Board of Trustees is expected to vote 
September 28 on whether or not to demolish 
the wings.
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FROM THE SOURCE'S MOUTH
By ALEX BRAND Press Staff Columnist

J

Producers’ lives

Photos Courtesy/ROBERT BRUCE BUSHWAY Press Photosi'JEANETTE HAGBERG

WPP: What was the name of the movie you were involved in?
TJ Leutz (Producer): Under the Eightball.
WPP: It premiered at the State Theatre. Was it locally produced? 
Gabe Clark (Producer): Mhm, completely local.
WPP: Tell us a little about the plot without giving everything away. 
TJ: Well, the director, Tim, his sister passed away from Lyme’s 
disease, so he decided he was going to make this movie about 
him trying to figure out what’s going on, because they didn’t re
ally know a lot about what she had at that time... It covers a lot 
of things about biological warfare, and Lyme’s disease. It ties in 
emotional elements about his sister passing away, but it’s also got 
a lot of educational biological information.
WPP: So there’s a lot of personal emotion that went into Under 
the Eightballt
Gabe: Yeah, I mean, for a documentary it’s very emotional and 
very personal.
TJ: Yeah, and Tim’s planning to show it in New York and LA 
next, but before that we’re going to master the audio and video. 
Gabe: It was really Tim’s singular vision, so we worked together 
with his idea. It’s very hands-on and his story is so personal so we 
had to really try to show things from his perspective.
TJ: Yeah, it can get stressful sometimes. I mean, when you have 
a project that’s so personal, they have a vision that they want to 
come out just right.
Gabe: Yeah, a lot goes into it.
WPP: What kind of hours did you put into production?
Gabe: Oh, gosh... I mean, since I wake up and go to bed I’ve 
been working on this movie.
TJ: I mean, I would make some animation and [then] drink a

lot of beer (laughs).
Gabe: Yeah, beer was a factor.
WPP: A little bit of a stress balance right?
Gabe: Yeah, coffee and cigarettes too. You gotta numb yourself 
up when you do a lot of hours.
WPP: What about casting?
Gabe: A bunch of friends and buddies helped us run some shots. 
TJ: We had some acting portions, like we did a history of bio
weapons and stuff. Tim recorded and did his own thing with act
ing, and also there’s a lot interviews with scientists and people 
who research that type of thing.
WPP: Where did you film?
Gabe: Cadillac... All [around] Traverse City we did a lot of film
ing. There’s info about the Department of Environmental Qual
ity as well, and the bureaucracy that’s involved there.
WPP: A lot of lining pockets and stuff like that?
TJ: Oh yeah. Litde did I realize when we started this production 
that Michigan’s actually in the top ten list of the most polluted 
states in the country.
Gabe: There used to be so many factories around here and stuff, 
like coal mining, and huge car production.
WPP: Is there any chance of this film going to theaters?
Gabe: I think we looked into it but we haven’t contacted them 
yet. I think we’re just trying to bring it into the bigger cities and 
maybe later it will be eligible for film festivals and maybe even 
the Oscars or independent film awards. Basically anywhere we 
can run it, we will.
WTP: Will it play consistendy at the State Theatre or was that a 
one-time showing?

TJ: We just had that one premiere and that’s it for now, we’re 
gonna clean it up and then maybe run it again.
WPP: How would you rate your overall experience with the pro
duction and working on the film?
Gabe: Well, I worked with Jeffery Morgan when he was doing 
folklore and we were filming in very hot weather and stuff, but I 
think afterwards the rewards were great. It’s like your baby, you 
know what I mean?
WPP: How would you rate your experience, TJ?
TJ: Well, I think it’s great to be part of it all. It was fun and in
teresting, but like I said, as much time as these cats put into it I 
just saw a small fraction you know. It’s very fun and very engag
ing and I think its great to be part of a process like that.
Gabe: Oh yeah, I myself have learned so much just helping out. 
With a lot of things Tim will just be like, “We need to learn how 
to do this,” and he’ll have me go figure it out. Forums online 
have been a big help because 90 percent of information you can 
get from the internet, so forums have been a huge help. It was a 
big learning experience.
WPP: Really hands-on, right?
Gabe: Yeah, schools teach you a lot of good stuff about how to 
run the programs and different techniques and stuff, but when 
you actually have a deadline and you have to figure stuff out on 
your own, it’s really different from just doing a project in school 
and it’s a good experience to have.
WPP: Thanks so much for talking to us.

Under the Eightball premiered at the State Theatre on August 31. 
Visit www.undertheeightball.com for more information on the film.

«
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Homeward inside the minds 
of NMC’s new 
transfer students

I ALI WARD
Press Staff Writer

The poor economy has given rise to a new 
trend in higher education: the “re-transfer” stu
dent, who having started at a four-year institu
tion, switches to a two-year college.

Josie Trafelet, 19, chose to transfer back to 
NMC halfway through her freshman year at 
Michigan State University. Her reason? Saving 
money. She has found it relatively easy to fall 
into the pattern of things back at home.

Why are so many people are making the 
choice to come back home?

NMC Director of Admissions Jim Bensley 
says the recession has a lot to do with it.

“Four-year schools can be very expensive for 
traditional students, especially in an uncer
tain economy, so some students are taking 
a more cautious approach and making a 
transfer from a university to NMC,” says 
Bensley. “As always, this allows the student 
to receive a top-notch education at a frac
tion of the cost of a four-year.”

Of the 1,677 new students this year,
22% are transfers or re-transfers, up four

percent since 2007.
“Starting over is not as hard as I thought it 

would be,” says Trafelet, “but it is going to be a 
lot more difficult when I go back to MSU. You 
have to be really careful because what you take 
here doesn’t always transfer.”

When looking into transferring, students start 
to realize there are many hoops to jump through: 
sending transcripts, signing up for classes, and get
ting credits to transfer. It’s also rare that every class 
from another school will be recognized here. Also, 
because NMC is a community college, many peo
ple ate here as a stepping stone, before moving on 
to a different four year school.

For new transfer students, this is particularly

hard, because they need to know what transfers 
to NMC as well as what will transfer some
where else. This takes a lot of time, energy, and 
research. In fact, lots of things are tough - like 
making new friends, learning the way around a 
new campus, getting accustomed to new ’teach
ers and new classes, and falling into the rhythm 
of how things work at a different school.

Sometimes, though, the fresh start can be 
even better than expected. '

Cal Meyers, a sophomore, agrees. “Espe
cially if you join a fraternity or get involved in 
activities at school like I did, you start to realize 
that it’s life, and college itself that you have in 
common with people, not just the school you

Will love transfer 
with you?
I

I ARD GAVITT

ALEX BRAND
Press Staff Columnist

A long distance relationship can be a 
very stressful affair. Will distance and is
sues of trust cause your relationship to 
fail? Sure, you’re both at the same college 
now, but what about the path yet to be tra
versed? Will the future bring a rough and 
rocky road for your love life? Naturally, 
there are a great variety of opinions, but 
here are a few gems of sage advice.

Have an effective method of com
munication, stay in contact and plan to 
continue open conversation. Make future 
plans to meet up and spend quality time 
together. A relationship involves give and 
take, so be considerate and plan according 
to your schedules.

You could surprise your partner with a gift or an unannounced visit. It might also be 
beneficial to take up a hobby that you can do together, like camping or hiking. Continue 
to bond and grow closer with shared interests and cooperation - it will keep you honest 
and increase the survival chances of your relationship.

The one thing that will surely help you cope with the stress of your relationship is being 
honest. Talk to your partner about worries or concerns you may have. Every relationship 
has its ups and downs, but by discussing the tough issues will help you improve your love 
life greatly, long distance or not.

(Advice provided by www. ezinearticles. com)

SCOPE 05

attend.” Meyers is an engineering major who 
transferred home to Traverse City from Michi
gan Technological University.

When asked if he stays in touch with his friends 
from school? “Definitely. It’s hard not to! You have 
so many great memories and good times together... 
that’s not something you just forget about.”

He has talked to his brothers from Phi 
Kappa Tau all summer long, and plans to visit 
MTU as soon, and as much as possible. His 
reasons for leaving were more academic based.

“It’s hard to get a good education for the 
right reasons in such a competitive environment, 
and when you are one of two to three hundred 
kids. Here, I can keep the friends I made, and be 

more than just a number,” says Meyers.
Both Trafelet and Meyers agree that some 

of the biggest problems they face right now are 
actually living back under their parents’ roof 
- and parking at NMC! So it turns out that 
friends, and love, are not much of a worry, after 
all; it’s just getting into the swing of things, get- 

S ting down to business, and focusing on gening 
a good education in a great environment.

—r\r
Will your credits 
transfer with you?

EMMA SMITH
Press Staff Writer

Are you planning to transfer to a larger 
college or university after NMC? If so, read 
this. NMC’s website offers and extensive 
transfer guide, and the counseling and advis
ing offices are sure to get you on the right 
track. Here’s what to do:

Visit the NMC website and look under 
the Student Services tab. From there, click 
on Counseling and Advising. From this page 
you can navigate to the transfer guide, find 
out what schools will be visiting NMC this 
winter, and visit the academic and personal 
advising pages.

If you would like to schedule and ap
pointment with an academic adviser, you can

call (231) 995-1040, or visit office 104 in the Biederman Building.
If you have a specific school you are planning to transfer to, you should to visit 

their website to find out how NMC’s classes will transfer. For example, if you were 
planning to transfer to Grand Valley, you can find a course equivalency guide in 
their website’s section for transferring undergrads. You’ll be able to select NMC 
from a list of colleges and discover how each class will transfer based on GVSU’s re
quirements for specific programs of study.

Other schools may offer this service as well - look around! Choose your classes 
carefully and think hard about where you want to finish your degree. Good luck 
with whatever path you choose.
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Socialism in school
First we had the Birthers, claiming the President is not eligible to 

hold his office. Then we had the raucous town hall health care meet
ings, where one half expected irate citizens to appear with pitchforks 
and torches. Now, it seems Mr. Obama cannot address the school- 
children of America without being accused of using the speech to 
further his “socialist movement.”

The speech was announced weeks before the uproar actually began; 
though the White House said it was simply an opportunity for the 
President to encourage children to work hard and stay in school, some 
parents and school administrators—particularly in conservative dis
tricts—were concerned it would be used as a policy maneuver.
_________________________________ It is a valid question, and

one that raises serious con
cerns: is everything the Presi
dent does a policy move? Or is 
it possible for someone in that 
high, polarizing position to 
take a step back and sincerely 
inspire, sans agenda?

Of course it is. He’s the 
president of the country as a

THE ISSUE:
Presidential speech to the school- 

children of America

OUR VIEW:
Don’t create controversy from crumbs

BE m: PENEY BLT6 MAKB-CCME9

whole, not just the people who voted for him. Part of the root prob
lem is that the office of President has become so polarized. A worry- 
ingly large proportion of those who disagree with President Obama 
seem incapable of acknowledging the validity of his opinions. We 
must be able to say, “I may be right and you may be right, and it’s 
okay that you think differently than I.” That’s what opinion means.

The parents who called school principals to complain, or who 
kept their children home on Tuesday, think they were protecting 
their kids’ young, impressionable minds from something detrimen
tal. But what they’re really teaching them is that you don’t have to 
listen to someone you disagree with, that it is unnecessary to create a 
dialogue over differing viewpoints; they’re creating a new generation 
of the close-minded.

Barack Obama is not a socialist. He did not use the speech (given 
in a Virginia high school on Tuesday and broadcast live via the 
White House website and C-SPAN) to propagate a suspicious agen
da to the minds of American children. In fact, presidential speeches 
to schools are not unprecedented; former Presidents including the 
first President Bush and President Reagan did similar broadcasts. The 
criticism we’ve heard is also nothing new. In both those cases, it was 
Democrats accusing Republicans of furthering their own positions 
with these talks.

The current administration fell into some of the same traps. In
cluded with the announcement of the speech were lesson plans urg
ing students to, among other things, ask themselves what they could 
do to help the President—recommendations which were revised after 
outcry that this would encourage an autocratic personality cult.

Yes, the suggestion was poorly worded, a faux pas that Secretary 
of Education Arne Duncan admitted to. The White House released 
the text of the President’s remarks on Monday—a step they should 
have taken much earlier to quiet concerns about possible political 
content of the speech. It is very important, when a political figure is 
speaking in an apolitical setting like a school, to examine his or her 
remarks for partisan views:

The most political sentence in the speech text available on www. 
ed.gov ran as follows: “I’m working hard to fix up your classrooms 
and get you the books, equipment and computers you need to 
learn.” It’s clearly a watchfully-worded talk, carefully neutral and sin
cerely inspirational. President Obama discusses several students by 
name, in addition to commenting on his own education.

But where we look for controversy, we find it. If you’re looking 
for socialists, they will be hiding under every school desk. We can ac
knowledge the validity of the opinions of those who disagreed with the 
President’s speech or the manner in which he delivered it, but we must 
take the opportunity such disagreement presents and talk about our 
divergences rather than resorting
to shouting and sound bites. _ NC?RA S™NE,

Press Editor-in-Chief

'MY IWOffi WERE WCRRIED THAT U6TENIN6 THE PRESIDENT’S 9PEECP FoR M5 MINIHE5 W3IP BRAlNWj 
ME. IWTHEMN^I^WtW.ICANTREMEMBER Al^EBRA AND I WEWCUffiESfRyW.’

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts let
ters to the editor from members of the col
lege and community. Letters should be less 
than 400 words, typewritten, and signed 
with your name, address and phone number. 
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, 
spelling and length. Opinions expressed are 
not necessarily those of The White Pine 
Press staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686

BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 

BY FAX: (231)995-2110

.. . SS

■

*
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How far would you ride your bike to school?

"Thirty miles."

JULIA HEMPHILL, 21
Biology

"I wouldn’t want to 
ride my bike for more 
than 20 minutes."

ANN MCCOY, 27
Business Administration

"Over five miles."

LIZ HEYDLAUFF, 20
Arts and Sciences

"Five miles."

TRAVIS BRIDSON, 18
undecided

"I can't ride bikes."

ERIN FONVILLE, 19
Creative Writing

"One hour."

CLARK FILLMORE,
Nursing

"Depends on the 
weather."

HEATHER MORK, 21
Theater

CAMPUS QUOTES
Compiled by JEANETTE HAGBERG

5DUF1D BYTES NMC draws a crowd
"I have noticed the exodus, and I kind of feel like it's kids 
getting tired of a new toy." JULIE KLAM, writer and frequent 
Facebook updater, quoted in a NY Times story about how 
some disillusioned users of the social networking site are log
ging off for good. NY Times, 8/26/09.

I LAURA EARLE
Press Staff Writer

"I drove the truck right onto Bascom Hill. Up and down, 
tossing the flamingos out. I remember being pretty ner
vous." MICHAEL LAVIOLETTE, perpetrator of one of the most fa
mous college pranks ever, recalling the morning he placed 
1,008 plastic pink flamingoes on University of Wisconsin's 
main campus. In honor of the thirtieth anniversary of the stunt, 
the city of Madison made the plastic flamingo its official bird. 
Wisconsin State Journal, 9/3/09.

"Democracy is not a spectator sport, ft's a participatory 
event," filmmaker Michael Moore at a news conference at 
the Venice film festival, where his documentary, "CAPITAL
ISM: A LOVE STORY," had its world premiere. The film will have its 
United States premiere at the Bellaire movie theatre on Sept. 
19. Reuters.com, 9/6/09

"When you were in high school and kept asking the head 
cheerleader out for a date and she kept saying no, at 
some point you stopped asking her," he said. "It becomes 
a 'why bother?' scenario." Master carpenter RICK ALEXANDER 
on giving up his job search after months of looking. NY Times, 
9/7/09.

"Americans are afraid of science, in part because it feels 
unapproachable," DARLENE CAVALIER, former Philadelphia 76ers 
cheerleader a senior manager of global business development 
for Walt Disney Publishing, on a new batch of YouTube vid
eos in which professional cheerleaders from the 76ers intro
duce 18 concepts essential to understanding how the universe 
works. Newsweek.com, 9/3/09.

As I cruise down College Drive Monday af
ternoon, I begin to see orange. Bright orange and 
white barriers are blocking Cedar Lot. And Cherry 
Lot. And - my gosh - Elm Lot as well? Great, I 
think. It’s the first day of school, and I’m going to he 
late for my first class.

Slowing down, I stare at the barriers border
ing Elm Lot in disbelief. As if to rub it in my 
face, a man wearing a creamsicle-colored vest (to 
match the barriers) saunters up from behind and 
stands between my car and the lot, giving me 
the stink eye. Is that seriously a Parking Nazi? I 
haven’t seen one of those since High School! I man
age to find a parking space near the gym, but I’m 
not done battling the crowds just yet - Schol
ar’s Hall is about a quarter mile away from me, 
across a very crowded campus.

NMC counted a record-breaking 5,064 students 
enrolled for classes this fall. Classrooms are packed, 
dorms are filled to capacity and the lunch line is 
longer than ever. Most of these students fall 
into one of two categories.
They are either a) freshmen, 
looking to save themselves 
some money by attend
ing community college 
for a year or two before 
transferring, or b) post
graduates, retraining 
in order to broaden 
their career oppor
tunities.

Although it 
can be a pain 
to navigate

through the crowds within campus, we should ap
preciate the fact that our school is thriving with so 
many individuals from a variety of backgrounds.

It’s obvious that this population spurt relates to 
the state of our economy; however, it also means 
that we go to a school with a good reputation, a 
school that all kinds of people want to attend. A 
campus populated by all kinds of people is a great 
place to meet new friends, as well as develop an un
derstanding of their different lifestyles and 
backgrounds.

I will think about this whenever I’m 
prowling the parking lots, standing in line 
in the cafeteria or searching for a vacant 
computer in the library. You should as well.
A crowded campus may make it more difficult to 
park your car or get to class on time, but it’s a sign 
that the college is faring well; therefore, its students 
will fare well too.

And hey, you might find a few friends among 
the masses.
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Vector is an 
international company 
established in 1981. They’re 
currently expanding locally 
and have customer sales and 
service positions available 
at either full or part time 
with flexible schedules and 
room to advance.

■^7 l Wanna buy a I
cel1 P^°ne?^J

Matthew Monley

THINGS I AM UPPITY ABOUT:
"They" as a third-person 
singular gender-free pronoun

isn't that terrible grammar?But

Only by recent convention! 
It's been in use that 
way for centuries, and it's

already widely accepted! 
ALSO: This lets us avoid 
ridiculous constructs 
like "he/she", "s/he11 
"xe" or "hirs"

T-Rex, I . . . agree. 
What? I

Normally I'd jump in with an objection, 
but I think your point makes sense.

IN A WORLD WHERE THERE IS STILL 
A LAM) BRIDGE BETWEEN ASIA AND 
NORTH AMERICA FOR SOME REASON:

How Electric Skateboards Work:

CHl£K$

\

Comics, clockwise from top left: “Vector” by Press Cartoonist Matthew Monley. “Parody Week” by Ryan North, www.qwantz.com. “I Have Owned Two Elec
tric Skateboards” by Randall Munroe, www.xkcd.com. “Blockbuster Mining,” also by Randall Munroe. “Pun Times” by Press Cartoonist Richard Gavitt.

WE’VE ACQUIRED SOME NEW 
rights, but rn NOT SURF 
ITS IN THE SPIRIT MAKE 
it a Blockbuster—

/ DO IT ANYWAY 
/ TAKE t ICO

HIRE MICHAEL JW,

THEY SAID IF I WERE 
CAPTURED I SHOtW 

KlYOUiN LIFE.

Butt’d just as 
SOON TAKE WR5.

Pun Tiroes



September 10, 2009
WHITE PINE PRESS FEATURE 09

I MATTHEW MONLEY
Press Staff Writer

Its true. Summer’s end is drawing near, 
and the NMC fall semester has just begun. 
This is a new season, a cooler time of year. 
The days are getting shorter, and dozens of 
students are overexcited about leaving their 
parents’ homes for the first time. That’s 
right, Traverse City. You’ve been flood
ed with a fresh wave of adolescents, just 
in time to provide for our delicate winter 
economy.

So, kids, what are your plans for the 
semester? You’ll have to buckle down and 
put some effort into your classes, but un
less you’re one of the kids who decided to 
take 28 credits you should have enough 
time to enjoy yourself without turning into 
an insomniac.

Living in the dorms? You’ll be pleased 
to find that you’ve been provided with a 
meal plan, ensuring that you never need to 
leave campus. However, that doesn’t mean 
you shouldn’t explore the area. There are a 
variety of ways to entertain yourself locally, 
aside from spending time with the numer
ous dropouts who still hang out with the

freshmen at West Hall. They’re older than 
you (and therefore much cooler), and their 
displays of illicit behavior do tend to tit
illate, but if you steadfastly refuse to join 
their ranks you may actually have a future. 
With this in mind, I’m sure you wonder 
what’s “hip” in Traverse City.

Disc golf is a popular activity amongst 
our youth. Once you’ve mastered the 9- 
hole course on campus (including the se
cret hole), you might want to check out 
Hickory Hills on the west side of town. It’s 
a 24-hoIe course that guarantees a three- 
hour hike through the wilderness; a perfect 
way to waste time and improve your skills 
with a frisbee.

Do you ride a bike? The Traverse Area 
Recreational and Transportation trail 
(TART) is the perfect way to get around 
town and to surrounding villages. You 
might also want to explore the Grand 
Traverse Commons at 11th and Division. 
These are the grounds of the old state hos
pital. Here you will find a square mile of 
woods and hills — the favorite local spot

for mountain bikers. If you run into Dan 
Heffron, (security, sculptor, sexy) you can 
ask him to show you the infamous “hippie 
tree,” a favorite party spot for the college 
crowd. Be careful, though. They say that’s 
where the homeless go to die.

Do you like to dance? The Terminal 
nightclub (formerly known as Streeters) is 
the place to be on weekend nights. Thurs
day night is College Night, which has been 
described as “pretty sweet.” I’ve never been, 
but I hear they also have a hookah bar.

Prefer ballroom? Open dance classes are 
held in the campus gym every Wednesday 
night at nine o’clock.

Not every student is a child, though. In 
fact, the average age of NMC students is 27, 
and they might enjoy barhopping down
town. We have about eleven bars within the 
few square blocks of the retail district—just 
enough to ensure you don’t go home alone.

The days are over when you can spend 
your free time downtown, sipping coffee 
and heckling tourists. Everyone knows that 
there’s nothing good at the mall, and before

long you’ll realize that it’s suddenly winter. 
Take the opportunity to go exploring be
fore you’re snowed in with nothing but youi 
own hormonal anxiety for entertainment.

*

*1
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NMC's technology 2009

TECHNO
BABBLE

TOM AUCH
Press Staff Columnist

So here we are again. A new semester and new tech
nology. Here’s a brief update on what’s new or changed 
around the campus of NMC.

It was a quiet year for upgrades. Only selects comput
ers at MTEC, LB 35/37 and the observatory were upgrad

ed. Almost 
all 650 com
puters on 
campus are 
Dell PCs 
running 
Windows 
XP, with the

exception of a few dozen Macs in the Fine Arts building. 
Next summer may be slated for a large-scale Windows 7 
upgrade; we’ll see.

The Center for Learning (located in the Osterlin library) 
has close to 50 computers open to students and faculty,
8:00 - 9:00 p.m. most weeknights. Check the complete 
schedule at www.nmc.edu/c4L. Printing is free in most 
computer labs, including a color printer in the main library.

One of the bigger changes this year is the password 
self-service. A necessary evil, passwords are sent through 
the mail. After registering, a new student will receive two 
letters. The first confirms the student’s username and the

second contains a temporary password. So don’t throw 
away that NMC junk mail.

Once you’ve completed your initial login, you’ll be 
prompted to change your password. One of the improve
ments is that if you lose or forget your password, you can 
retrieve it yourself by answering two secret questions. Set 
the questions via NMC’s web site (just type “security ques
tion” on NMC’s search). Dan Wasson, head of NMC’s IT 
department, encourages everyone to make their security 
questions. Of course the help desk is available for those 
who still need it at the circulation desk in Osterlin Li
brary, or at 995-3020.

“For laptops, wireless has expanded to all student com
mons areas. There is some spill over into classrooms but 
it’s not consistent,’’says Wasson. Students can plug their 
computers directly into the system if they can find port, 
like you’d see in the commons area of the library.

Most students are allocated 100 MB of storage located 
on their Q drive, which is where all data and homework 
should be stored. The exceptions are visual communications 
and AutoCAD students, who have one GB of storage.

The college uses an application called Deep Freeze on 
all workstations, which cleans and resets the workstation 
every time a user logs off. Therefore everyone must save 
their work to the Q drive or a removable media such as a

thumb drive, or it’s lost forever.
A useful hint for students and teachers is that the Q drive 

can be accessed from home via the NMC web site, simply by 
clicking the “login” link at the top of the page. Files up- and 
download slower, but at least you can get to them.

On NMC’s homepage, that “login” link is very useful 
for frequently visited areas such as Moodle (online class
es) and the Q drive, as well as student email. A student’s 
email address is usually their username@mbx.nmc.edu.
It is advisable to get in and check this soon and often, as 
many instructors use this to communicate. All emails and 
downloads are automatically scanned for viruses as well.

NMC’s website has been redesigned. The project was 
coordinated by NMC’s Public Relations staff, who con
tracted with FlightPath Creative of Traverse City for de
sign, technical and implementation services. Among the 
functions and features that will be added are: online reg
istration for noncredit classes and E-commerce for the 
NMC Bookstore and Dennos Museum Store.

For stability and storage NMC is top notch. All incom
ing data is scanned by MacAfee virus protection and our data 
is backed up on one of five servers clustered together in the 
basement of East Hall, which hold huge amount of informa
tion independendy. If one goes down, the next one kicks in, 
which keeps us up and running throughout the year.

Get involved with NMC student groups
■

 JEANETTE HAGBERG
Press Staff Writer

You might have noticed all the poster 
plastered-bulletin boards across campus 
advertising a variety of student groups 
trying to find their way into students’ 
hearts - and schedules. Many groups are 
returning to campus this semester in
cluding Phi Theta Kappa, the Pen and 
Paper Role Playing Guild and the Inter
national Students’ Club. There are also 
several new clubs beginning this year, 
including Students for the Environment 
and a group for student veterans.

Dance Club got into the swing of 
things with their first meeting on Sep
tember 2 in room 120 of the Rajikov- 
ich Physical Education building. Don’t 
be concerned about showing up solo to 
these weekly Wednesday night gatherings; 
you don’t need a partner or any money to 
get in, just a pair of slippery-soled shoes 
and an open mind. All levels of dancers 
are welcome; those who have been going 
to Dance Club for several semesters teach 
new members the steps.

“Have a good attitude,” says Megan 
Caplinger, a group veteran. Currently 
Dance Club instructs on several forms of 
dance including swing, slow, blues, tango, 
mambo, salsa, merengue and modern. The 
group is always open to experimenting 
with other forms of dance.

Another group returning to campus this 
semester is the national reproductive free
dom group, VOX. Taking their name from 
the Latin word for voice, VOX is an affili
ate student group of Planned Parenthood.

President Jamaica Humphrey says that 
the focus of the group is “to create aware
ness of sexual health and education.”

The group concentrates on being an 
intellectual campus group that focuses 
on creating events to educate students 
and get them involved. Main goals of the 
group for this semester include making a 
sex education video to air on TCTV2 and 
continuing the crusade to get emergency 
contraception on campus. They have yet 
to set meeting dates.

The Anime Club meets Fridays from 
5:00 - 9:00 p.m. in the lower level of West 
Hall; it’s another of NMC’s diverse return
ing groups. Usually their meetings consist 
of watching and discussing anime as well 
as planning their yearly convention. This 
year they are branching out with new proj
ects, including creating a card game.

Aware of the stigma that might pre
cede the group, Anime Club President 
Kayla Higley wants students to know 
that the club is “all about having fun and 
doing what we love. Don’t knock it till 
you try it.”

An interesting group continuing on 
campus is Dagorhir. The group, some
times referred to in shorthand as Dag,

holds practice Sundays at noon on the soc
cer fields behind East Hall and uses foam 
weapons in medieval style battles. They are 
currently trying to have more on campus 
events and have been seen doing demos at 
venues such as the NMC Barbeque. Dago
rhir focuses more on fighting, but some 
people do get in to the role-playing aspect 
and create a character and history.

Dagorhir member Tory Dueweke 
(known as Nommeric on the battlefield) 
says that the fighting is “a great experi
ence for everyone; it’s about having a good 
time.” He also wants other students to 
know that it’s a stress relief.

“There are several different types of 
things going on [with Dagorhir],” states 
the founder of the NMC branch of this 
group, Jacob Pobst. One of his goals for 
the new semester is to let ladies around 
campus to know that this group isn’t just 
for guys; at this year’s Ragnarok — a week
long world event for Dagorhir - Pobst 
learned more about how to get women in
volved in the fighting. To get involved you 
just need to come to a meeting and current 
fighters will help you learn the ropes.

SPECTRUM is a student group that fo
cuses on creating a safe space for gay, lesbian, 
bisexual students at NMC as well as being an 
awareness source in the community.

Meetings are held every Friday at noon 
in the West Hall conference room, and 
as Student Life and SPECTRUM faculty

advisor, Lisa Blackford says, “Everyone is 
welcome.”

One new group on campus this semes
ter is Students for the Environment. This 
small yet determined group meets weekly 
on Tuesdays at 4:00 p.m. in the confer
ence room in West Hall to discuss how to 
make NMC and the community more en
vironmentally friendly. They hope to help 
students on campus make a difference and 
change things.

Another of the group’s ambitions is to 
get involved with Power Shift, a national 
youth movement to create more climate 
and energy legislation. For more informa
tion about Students for the Environment 
contact founder Julia Hemphill at hemp- 
hij@nmc.edu.

All of these groups exist to help NMC 
students become more involved with their 
peers and with the community. If there’s 
an activity that you’ve always been inter
ested in but never gotten a chance to try 
out, maybe this semester you’ll finally give 
it a shot. With the diversity of groups on 
NMC’s campus this semester there’s some
thing for everyone - whether it’s learning 
more about the world in international stu
dents club or creating another identity in 
Dagorhir.

Come on, you know you want to hit 
people with a foam sword.

%
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Holland: an intro-Dutch-tion
Samantha Fisher lives in the city of Amsterdam. Currently 

working as an au pair for a Dutch-American family, this fall 
she will strike out on her own, a student in a strange land. In 
a regular column, she will be exploring the ins and outs of life 
abroad and the goals of her adventure — achieving indepen
dence, employment a place at a Dutch university. She is cur
rently taking online classes at NMC.

DONT FEAR 
THE DUTCH

■
 SAMANTHA FISHER
Press Staff Columnist

Today in Amstelveen, a small town outside of Am
sterdam in North Holland, it is an inside-out-umbrella, 
scarf-up-around-your-ears day, a broken-bottle-neck day, a 
steaming-cup-of-tea, curling-up-with-a-book day. This of 
course is much harder to endure knowing that T.C. is hav
ing some raging warm weather with sunshine.

It’s has become a rather constant thing in my life - 
being jealous of the weather in Northern Michigan, where 
the sea isn’t at your back door blowing all the cold and 
rain right into the living room, but where the bay glitters 
and welcomes each day so vividly.

Other than the drastic differences in bodies of water, 
there happen to be many things I compare between the

States and the Netherlands - things I miss from home and 
things that I have come to love here. The best example I 
can use is food. The food in Holland is like nothing else 
I had ever experienced, having grown up in a small town 
where I know the red-headed sisters who make the hum
mus I eat, and my father has worked with the guy who 
makes the bread I dip into it.

In Amsterdam, a stroll down one street is likely to 
reveal not only a famously Dutch Pannekoeken Huis 
(Pancake House), but also an Indonesian restaurant, a Mc- 
Dondald’s, Burger King, KFC and Subway all in a row, 
within sight of a guy selling french fries served with a huge 
dollop of mayonnaise all wrapped up in a paper cone - 
another Dutch delicacy.

The Dutch take a lot of pride in what is typically, his
torically theirs whether it is food they make, inventions 
they have created, famous people they have produced, or 
ideas they have presented. As a whole, the country of The 
Netherlands is often overlooked, especially by Americans.
I have been asked on numerous occasions by my coun
try-people if I live in Amsterdam, Germany - something I 
hope you, as my fellow NMC students, understand to be 
ridiculous.

The Dutch invented innumerable things that we take 
for granted today - things that will surprise you as having 
been invented by this tiny country full of unpronounce
able names and places. For example, it was the Dutch who 
invented the ever-popular compact disc, the telescope and 
the microscope, and the artificial kidney as well as the 
submarine.

Besides being proud of inventions such as these, they 
also love art of all forms and fashions, and Holland is 
the proud birthplace of such visual artists as Vincent van 
Gogh, M.C. Escher and Johannes Vermeer. They discov
ered many things for the first time including Australia, 
bacteria (hey, they did invent the microscope!) and the 
rings of Saturn (although Galileo saw them first, he was 
under the impression that it was two moons on either side 
of the planet, so it doesn’t count in the Dutch opinion).

There are many, many differences between the US and 
Holland, but I can tell you that observing and taking note 
of even the smallest has made me appreciate a lot more

NAARDEN-VESTING Fortified walls and 
a moat surround the town of Naarden in the 
province of North Holland, The Netherlands.

about customs and culture and how different two coun
tries can be.

I have been keeping my eyes peeled for interesting and 
unusual things, but mostly what I have noticed is that no 
matter where you go, Traverse City or Amsterdam, you 
will always find something that reminds you of home - a 
comforting thought in all the hullabaloo that comes with 
change, moving on, with advancing in your life.

This year, let's talk about sex
Now, when I say sexuality, I don’t mean defining termi

nology or listing the top ten positions from Kama Sutra. 
Instead, I mean issues like gender roles, dating, how gender 
is depicted in society, and a list of others that affect how 
live, what we wear, and how we view others in society.

You miright be asking, “Alex, why are you discussing this? why 
RY educated about sexuality.” Well, the problem pero

open and honest conversation must occur.
If you’re still feeling lost, an example of issues may be

needed. For instance, why are women often portrayed in 
media as dependent on a male companion? Can’t women 
achieve more then shopping and hitting on pool boys? Or, 

does sexual education often occur after a shocking

Greetings! I’m sure you are all as shocked as I am that 
summer is over, but rest assured it will come again... 
maybe. It’s time for classes, coffee, and early mornings. 
That’s right folks, it’s time to expand your mind!

DONT DO IT”

IN THE DARK

■
ALEXANDER BRAND
Press Staff Columnist

My name is Alexander Brand, hut you can call me 
Alex. I do not claim to be wise beyond comprehension, 
but I am an open mind and ear to the many diverse opin
ions that exist in our world.

The focus of this column is the many complex and sen
sitive issues of a topic that we often shy away from: sexu
ality. It is often the elephant in the room that we tend to 
ignore, yet it is one of the most vital, and confusing, top
ics of our existence.

I am VERY educated about sexuality.” Well, the problem percentagepf students begin to be sexually active? How 
with society today is that we tend to ignore the tough sub- many schools refuse to teach sexual education or stick to
jects, the issues that bring up emotions and often lead to an abstinence program? These are just a general idea of
angry words and heated tempers. Instead, we imernalize our what to look for from this column. But what issues are on 
feelings, bide our lack of knowledge from the world, and the minds of students at NMC?
walk through life with many unanswered questions.

Unfortunately, 1 will not be able to hand you all the in
formation in the world on questions you may have. It is 
my goal to answer any questions or offer any sources and 
factual information I can acquire. It is my hope that by 
bringing these topics into public discussion the awkward
ness of these many issues will start to recede and progress 
can be made through open conversation. To remove the 
barriers that block many of these issues from the world,

I am asking and encouraging the general public (mean- 
you) to send in any issues or questions you wish to see 

addressed. There are coundess different questions about 
sexuality and gender in society, so please feel free to email 
me anything you have on your mind to my personal email, 
Abrand87@gmail.com. I promise to keep you anonymous 
and will gladly discuss any issues I can in the column. 

Hope to hear from you soon!

ing>
addr

«
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Just another chick flick TIFF in Review

I KENDALLSPRATT
Press Staff Writer

Fact or fiction, real or rumor, make-believe or 
real-life? "Confusing” would be the best word to 
describe Paper Heart.

I, of course, knew what movie I was at, but I 
wasn’t sure what I was watching when I first sat 
down. I read up on the movie a little before I went 
to see it, but none of that prepared me for the film.

Paper Heart stars Charlyne Yi as herself, Michael 
Cera as himself, and Jake M. Johnson as Nicholas 
Jasenovec (the director). The movie is about Char
lyne - affectionately called Chuck in the film 
- making a documentary on love because she 
thinks that she is incapable of falling in love. She 
talks to teachers, divorce lawyers, kids and happi
ly married couples. Meanwhile, affection between 
Chuck and Michael Cera is blossoming. This 
movie seemed so much like a real documentary that 
I left the theater unsure if what I had seen was real.

MOVIE 
REVIEW

PAPER
HEART

However, everything in the film is scripted ex
cept for the interviews and Charlyne’s pessimistic 
view on ever being in love.

Paper Heart proves that Ceras acting is more like 
an exhibition of his actual personality. I loved Mi
chael Cera in Nick and Norahs Infinite Playlist, Juno 
and Year One, but to prove he is an actor he needs to 
land a role other than as a lead male in teen flick.

One would think that if you were portray
ing yourself you would act like the best version of 

yourself. Right? That doesn’t 
seem to be the case when 

it comes to Charlyne Yi.
She is whiny, negative 

i and so sure that she 
' will never fall in love 

that I was hoping she 
wouldn’t.

The plot of this movie
is lacking. If Yi had taken 

the time to develop it better, 
it would have been smoother. The stories from the 
people she talks to are so diverse that the only thing 
this movie showed me is that people have different 
definitions of love, which I already knew. I believe 
that most people know this - so nothing new is 
solved or discovered. Yi may be more hopeful about 
falling in love, but she doesn’t seem excited about 
the prospect.

However, Paper Heart doesn’t lack heart, despite 
its downfalls. The interviews are very real, sweet 
and showed love, and it does have some funny 
parts, most of them involving Cera. Another inter
esting aspect involves the telling of parts of stories 
through puppets - a fun and different technique.

There were things I disliked and things I loved 
about this film. Boiled down it’s just another chick 
flick disguised as a quirky, indie film. It has all the 
trademark chick flick moments and scenes: girl 
meets boy. Girl doesn’t like boy, but he pursues her 
anyway, breaking down her defenses. A few dates 
and a getting-to-know-you montage. Conflict. A 
break-up and a happy ending, full of promise.

Don’t waste the money to see this in theaters. 
Wait until it comes out on DVD.

Paper Heart is rated PG- 
13 for strong language.

Toronto International Film Festival
September 10-19

Countless directors, actors and other luminaries converge on 
Toronto every year for the annual TIFF. This year they bring with 
them 271 films scheduled for screenings — a surprisingly large 
number (up nine percent from last year) considering the fact that 
American production companies are planning to release 40 percent 
fewer movies between now and December than they did last year.
In 2008 TIFF became a springboard for several Oscar nominations 
(Mickey Rourke, Anne Hathaway) and eventual winners (Slumdog 
Millionaire). Big production companies like Fox Searchlight use film 
festivals like these to purchase distribution right for smaller movies, 
and sometimes score big with them at awards ceremonies. But the 
economy affects even the gilded film industry, and it remains to be 
seen if2009 s offerings will enjoy the same success. Titles creating a 
buzz already are Creation, a love story
about Charles Darwin starring Jennifer
Connelly and Paul Bettany, Life During
Wartime with Ally Sheedy and Paul
Reubens, and Bright Star, another love
story centered on the poet John Keats
and starring Ben Whishaw.

New on DVD
Earth -9/1

Disney’s DVD version of the massive nature documentary compiles 
an edited-down version of the original twelve-hour-long BBC/Dis- 
covery Channel miniseries Planet Earth. The new runtime is only 99 

minutes, yet provides a “sweeping tour” 
of our planet’s biosphere, from views of 
Earth in space right down to a mother 
polar bear and her cubs waking from hi
bernation. The movie is rated G and care
fully avoids footage of the gorier details of 
life in the wild, keeping it comfortable for 
small children. Hearing James Earl Jones’s 
distinctive voice doing the narration is a 
definite plus, and the cinematography is 
astounding, though certain liberties are 
taken with the anthropomorphization of 
the animals depicted.

Don't Miss This
9

9 is based on a 2006 Oscar-nominated short animated film directed 
by Shane Acker. Reviewer Roger Ebert calls the visuals “entrancing” 
and recommends it to viewers for that reason alone. It’s set in a post- 
apocalyptic environment where nine rag dolls fight against beastly 
machines left over from the war that destroyed the world. The nine 
dolls — named “stitchpunks” by Acker - are referred to only by their 
numbers and are voiced by a group of actors ranging from such cin
ematic mainstays as Christopher Plummer (1) and Martin Landau (2) 
to John C. Reilly (5) and
Elijah Wood (9). Though 
9 falls into some action 
movie cliches, it’s still defi
nitely worth seeing - and 
it’s the third animated film 
in history to be given a PG- 
13 rating by the MPAA.
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The album of my summer: 
Grizzly Bear’s Veckatimest
ICORRINA ULRICH

Press Staff Writer

Grizzly Bear has held a special place in my 
heart since last spring when their 2006 album Yel
low House set the soundtrack for my family’s spring 
break trip to Lake Superior Provincial Park.

The sounds created on the album matched the 
landscape perfectly—banjo and glockenspiel as 
you hike through the woods with creeks of winter’s 
melted snow trickling down the boulder-strewn ter
rain all around you. The environmental quality of 
Grizzly Bear’s music only intensifies on Veckitamest. 
The album sounds like summer.

It seemed every few weeks I had a new favorite 
song off this album. At first it was “Two Weeks.” 
The simple piano chords and vocals just knock you 
off your feet. Their ability to harmonize is amazing, 
a quality I always appreciate in a band. Then it was 
“Cheerleader.” The steady but casual beat of the 
song matched the mood of the season, and again, 
has stellar vocals.

In mid-August, my family took a trip out to Or
egon for my cousin’s wedding. It was there I dis
covered “While You Wait for the Others,” which 
continues to be my favorite off the album. All of

the best things 
about this album 
- the harmonies, 
the individual 
quality of each 
voice, the song
writing, and the 
production of the 
whole thing - 
peak in this song, 
and it doesn’t
hurt to experience it while driving all through Ore
gon’s stunning landscape.

I do my best to describe Veckitamest, but I can’t 
come close to doing it justice. If you’d really like to 
experience it to its fullest, I suggest you find a copy 
and a car with a decent sound system and take a 
drive around Leelanau County during the golden 
hour. Or better yet, hop on your bike and take it 
on a ride down the TART trail.

Let yourself live in an art film for a while before 
summer slips away.

GRIZZLY BEAR IS left to right: Chris Taylor (bass/backing vocals), Ed Droste (guitar/ 
keyboard/vocals), Daniel Rossen (guitar/keyboard/vocals), and Christopher Bear (drums/ 
backing vocals).

Game Review
Batman: Arkham Asylum

I SCOTT PELL
Press Staff Writer

Batman: Arkham Asylum is a game that really captures the feel 
of classic Batman. However, it also captures the feel of several other 
video games that are widely popular.

The game starts off with Batman hauling the Joker off to Arkham. 
As the player is taken through a neat interactive opening sequence, 
all is well until Batman is separated from the Joker and the villainous 
trickster breaks loose and takes control in a matter of seconds.

Gamplay has its strengths and weaknesses. Combat is a frustrat
ing version of Assassins Creed. Players will take on up to a dozen en
emies with no way to defend themselves. It tends to get frustrating 
when all you can do to defend yourself is deliver a flurry of attacks 
and try to keep track of people that you can’t see in a futile attempt 
to counter their attacks.

The stealth aspect of the game is actually decent. It involves a 
more predatory aspect to sneaking rather than being completely in
visible, which
is just as cool 
as invisibility.

Batman 
solves his puz
zles by using 
his arsenal of 
cool gadgets 
and his head
ache-induc
ing “detective 
mode” visor.
Detective mode is very useful, especially when it comes to sneak
ing around, but gives the game a weird graphic style which hurt my 
eyes and made it feel like the graphic designers put their effort into 
the normal visuals for nothing, as players spend most of their time in 
this mode.

Speaking of graphics, they are amazing. The level of detail put 
into the characters and environment is really well done. Voice work 
is also top notch. I particularly enjoyed hearing some voices from the 
old Batman cartoon from the early 1990s, including Mark Hamill of 
Star Wars fame.

Batman: Arkham Asylum is a decent game with some minor flaws. 
However, despite those flaws, you should still take a look at. Rent 
it, enjoy it over the weekend, and have fun with it. I give Batman: 
Arkham Asylum a B+.

Upcoming ReleasesOther summer favorites:
Phoenix — Wolfgang 

Amadeus Phoenix-. A solid 
pop-rock album guaran
teed to put you in a good 
mood.

Conor Oberst and the 
Mystic Valley Band - Outer 
South-. This album didn’t

get the recognition it deserved (4.9, Pitchfork? Re
ally?). Maybe I’m a little biased, as I’ve been a fan 
of Conor’s since Fevers and Mirrors, but there’s no 
denying that his already amazing songwriting abili
ties have only improved since then, not to mention 
his singing.

Plus, the collaboration between the musicians 
works so well. It’s reminiscent of the Traveling Wil- 
burys (Bob Dylan, Tom Petty, George Harrison).
In fact you may catch yourself saying, “That riff 
sounds a little like Petty,” at some points. I strong-

ly suggest you pick this one up and keep it in your 
car. It makes excellent driv
ing music as it was mostly 
written on the road. I can 
already tell this is one of 
those albums I’m going to 
come back to for the rest of 
my life.

Animal Collective
- Meriwether Post Pavilion: So maybe it’s not tech
nically a summer album, since it was released in 
January, but I can’t go without mentioning it. It 
had a huge presence in my summer and has such a 
summery sound. If you’re
up for some experimental 
folk-pop you should defi
nitely check it out. It’s a 
truly heartwarming album.

9/11 Jay-Z - Blueprint 3

9/15 Drake - So Far Gone 
Muse - The Resistance 
Megadeth - Endgame

9/20 Pearl Jam - Backspacer

9/22 Sean “Diddy” Combs - Last Train To Paris 
Madonna - Iconography (Greatest Hits)
They Might Be Giants — Here Comes Science 
(Kids’ album & DVD) *

*
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A conversation with Rachel Borovik
I MELODY SHAW

Press Staff Writer

At the beginning, turn up the volume. 
Sit back, close your eyes to hear every 
word, every tone. The way every instru
ment adds to the emotional change that 
comes with an incredible voice. By the 
end, you’re singing along. Not only be
cause it’s catchy, but because you under
stand, because a connection was made 
between the words, the music and you.

This is only the first song. With each 
track comes a little more of the bluesy, 
jazzy sounds of nineteen-year-old Rachel 
Borovik.

Growing up in Traverse City, Rachel 
began her high school career alongside her 
fellow rosy-cheeked adolescents at West 
Senior High. By her senior year, she had 
decided to make music not just a pastime 
but a lifestyle. She made the move to Inter
lochen Arts Academy.

“Interlochen was the first real test. It was 
a good way to see if I was ready to go to col
lege, and beyond, with music as my focus.”

Needless to say — she went; she learned; 
she sang her heart out.

During her time at Interlochen, Ra
chel had the opportunity to work with Jeff 
Haas and Jane Sleder, performing at ven
ues all over the Grand Traverse area. From

Chateau Chantal to the Opera House, 
audiences received the opportunity to be 
blown away by this brunette firecracker.

With her bags ready and packed the 
first time her feet swung off the piano 
bench, she decided to go to Boston and 
attend a little ole’ school called Berklee, 
known to alumni such as Gavin Degraw 
and John Mayer.

After her first year of college, Rachel’s tal
ent rose to a new level of accomplishment.

“You definitely have to leave your com
fort zone. Everyone should do it, because 
you grow in so many ways.”

Of course, when attending music school, 
the obvious inquiry is: do you learn a pro
cess to writing music, or is it totally organic?

“You know, I’m writing all the time. It’s 
always during different moods, but I think 
that you have to write a lot of crap before 
you can write something with true sub
stance. It’s like practice with anything.”

After performing all over, it seemed only 
natural for Rachel to take her summer break 
as an opportunity to put together a demo.

Recorded, mixed and produced by 
Aaron Wolinski of Spiral Sounds Studio, 
the demo features a collection of talent
ed artists. With Matt Hathaway on gui

tar, Aaron on bass, and Roger 
Tarezon on drums, Rachel 
rounds out the group with 
vocals and piano.

Finding production the 
perfect match for her endur- 
ingly obsessive, meticulous 
personality, she embraces that 
at which others may scoff.

“It’s like watching your 
kids grow; I learned so much.
When recording, you have to 
be fussy and obsessive. Which 
I am. Extremely.”

This may explain why she 
started using a straw to drink 
her tea after she heard that 
even white tea can stain your 
teeth. To this, she lets out a 
giggle and shrugs.

“Hey, no one likes to see 
a singer with yellow teeth.”

Listening to her songs, 
however, makes it quite ap
parent that she has so much more to offer 
than white teeth. To hear for yourself, she 
encourages everyone to check out her web
site at www.myspace.com/rachelboro.

As someone who knew from “yea high”

RACHEL BOROVIK, at home with her piano.

how she wanted to spend her time and 
her life, she offers this to those still search
ing: “Never stop trying to figure out what 
makes you tick, and once you find it, don’t 
let anything stand in your way.”

Red Fox Regatta reels in sailors, sport
I MATTHEW MONLEY

Press Staff Writer

Boating season is almost over, and seri
ous sailors know that Labor Day weekend 
was the time to get on the water. It was the 
weekend of the 39th annual Red Fox Re
gatta, a momentous event hosted by the 
Charlevoix Yacht Club.

The Regatta is a two-day sail race held 
Saturday and Sunday of Labor Day Week
end on Lake Charlevoix, from Charlevoix 
to Boyne City and back. Teams are judged 
on their cumulative times over both days.

In what was considered one of the best 
weekends yet, 71 teams were divided into 
ten divisions ranging from Jib & Main 
to Catamaran. Several teams hailed from 
Traverse City, including team USA 25138 
- the Highld-nder. This is one team that 
proved that it’s never too early to start sail
ing; just ask Abby Branson or Samantha 
Swartzmiller, both 16.

They are former students and current 
volunteers at the Traverse Area Community 
Sailing school (TACS). TACS board mem
ber Jim Sorbie recruited them to join his 8- 
man crew in what was their first Regatta.

“We had a little trouble with communi
cation on our first day — that’s very impor
tant,” said Branson.

Their training showed, though, as the

all-junior team placed third overall in their 
division.

“We’re also on the Traverse City sailing 
team; it’s a lot of fun. TACS is where you 
learn to love sailing,” Swartzmiller proudly 
proclaimed.

On Sunday after the race, everybody

ALL HANDS ON DECK Sailors race across Lake Charlevoix to Boyne 
City in the 37th annual Red Fox Regatta.

piled into the Clubhouse to hear the day’s 
results and get some drinks. The room was 
filled with a constant enthusiastic banter 
and the excited cheers of about 200 crew
members as the trophies were awarded.

Trevor Davis, 25, commented on the 
familial aspects of the event; “I’ve been

sailing for 15 years now. My father used to 
race, and here I am. It’s a great time.”

Clark Phelps of the Liberty added, “It’s 
a very well run race. People come from all 
over because it’s fun. This is the place to 
find healthy competition, camaraderie, and 
lots of parties.”

And party they did. Bob Bailey of the 
Equation shouted “Oi! We’re number one, 
now let’s get plastered!” as he took a vic
tory sip from his team’s trophy. Natasha 
- one of the day’s three buxom bartend
ers - agreed wholeheartedly. “It’s great!” 
she said. “I’ve been here for four years now, 
and this is always our busiest weekend.
Lots of fun and lots of rum!”

And the sailors?
“The drunker they get the more fun 

they get. They usually aren’t too rowdy.” A 
good attitude to have while swimming in a 
sea of seamen.

Now that the races are over, boaters 
can look forward to the first Michigan 
Schooner Festival. Set to take place this 
weekend in Traverse City’s West Bay, the 
family-friendly event will feature a display 
of historical yachts in honor of our state’s 
maritime heritage.

*
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Innovation Grant Workshop, Friday, September 11 and 25, 1:00 - 
3:30 p.m. Students who wish to learn more about the $50,000 that is 
available for student life this year at NMC should attend one of these 
workshops in Founders Hall. You will learn how to properly complete 
your Innovation Grant application and receive tips on how to propose 
your ideas. For more information or to RSVP, call (231) 995-1021.

Michigan Schooner Festival, September 11-13. Come celebrate 
the Great Lakes Maritime Heritage at the Open Space and 
Clinch Park Marina. The Maritime Heritage Alliance is hosting 
several events including a Pancakes with Pirates breakfast 
and daily demonstrations. For more information visit www. 
maritimeheritagealliance.org.

Wheatland Music Festival, September 11-13. Over 200 traditional 
artists from across the country come to Remus for a weekend of art, 
music and community education. For more information, visit www. 
wheatlandmusic.org.

Always... Patsy Cline at the Old Town Playhouse, September 11 
- October 3. See the OTP’s 50th season opening show featuring 
27 songs legendary country singer Patsy Cline. Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday shows begin at 8:00 p.m. and Sunday matinees begin 
at 3:00 p.m. For more information about the play or to purchase 
tickets, visit www.oldtownplayhouse.com or call the box office at 
(231) 947-2443.

Press Photo/JACOB BAILEY

LONG CAFETERIA LINES are a result of the twelve percent student body increase at 
NMC this fall. Please remember to practice patience.

4th Annual Mike McIntosh Truck and Car Show, September 12, 
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. NMC’s Automotive Technology program 
is hosting the 4th annual classic automobile show at the Auto 
Tech Building, 2510 Aero Park Drive. Admission is free. For more 
information call (231) 995-1316.

Old Mission Wine and Food Celebration, September 12, 3:00 
p.m. - 8:00 p.m. The Wineries of Old Mission are providing wine 
tasting and Old Mission restaurants are providing food in Bowers 
Harbor Park. For more information, call (231) 223-7355 or visit 
www.wineriesofoldmission.com.

Art of the Woodland Indians exhibit at the Dennos, September 14 
- January 3, 2010. Come see the Museum’s new exhibit featuring 
quillwork, basketry and prints. Admission to the museum is free to 
NMC students.

Live Jazz, September 15 and 22, 6:00 p.m. Relax and listen to some 
live jazz music played by local artists at Trattoria Stella in the Grand 
Traverse Commons. For more information call (231) 929-8989.

“U.S. Foreign Policy under the Obama Administration,”
September 17 at 6:00 p.m. David Broder - national political 
correspondent for the Washington Post - will lecture at this 
International Affairs Forum in Milliken Auditorium. For more 
information call (231) 995-1700

Downtown Art Walk, September 18, 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
Experience a self-guided tour of galleries. There will be prize 
drawings at participating locations. For more information call (231) 
922-2050.

Dancing Wine, September 18, 8:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. The Michigan 
Dance Collective will be performing a concert with a variety of 
choreography and three local wineries will be providing wine for 
tasting at the City Opera House, 106 E Front. Tickets are $20 in 
advance and $25 at the door. For more information, visit www. 
michigandancecollective.com

Earthwork Harvest Gathering, September 18-20. The Earthwork 
Music Collective is hosting a festival of local food and music on 
Earthwork Farm in Lake City. Headliners include Seth Bernard 
and May Erlewine, Rachael Davis, Steppin’ In It, Breathe Owl 
Breathe, Jen Sygit.

ROSABER PEREZ, WITH HIS SISTER ROSA resting behind him, waits at a boarding 
house in Altar, Mexico, where they planned to cross into the United States. (John Van- 
Beekum/Miami Herald/MCT)

Get Paid for 
Being Creative!

Join the staff of the White Pine Press.

We need:
• Webmaster
• News Writers
• Feature Writer
• Graphic Designers
• Photograghers

Stop by the office in the lower 
level of West Hall and pick up 

an application.

Or Call 995-1573; 
email whitepinepress@gmail.com

J

*
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NMC STUDENTS Michael Zimmerman, Simon Anton, Cody Nelson, Britton Daley and Matt Topping (left to 
right) are dressed to impress this fall.

1 j| "VI .

EMMA SMITH
Press Staff Writer

ASHLEIGH POWELL
Press Staff Photographer

It’s an old saving that “there’s nothing 
more important than a first impression.”

Of course, starting a new semester is no 
exception; many students are dressed to 
impress. Walking around campus this fall 
not only provides us with an opportuni
ty to mingle with other students, it allows 
us to admire an eclectic array of fashion 
trends. Unfortunately, this gallery of styles 
is bound to be nothing more than a fall 
treat. In a few weeks, students are sure to 
pull out their ratty sweats and faded tees 
from the bottom drawer yet again.

It seems that once we’ve conveyed our 
character effectively through personal taste, 
and fellow students have had plenty of 
time to make assumptions about our inter
nal character based on the external infor

mation we provide, we all silently agree to 
take a break from attempting to look good 
and rely on thick cotton comfort to survive 
the winter months.

But while the motivation to dress up is 
still with us, we might as well take a closer 
look at some of the trends we’ve been see
ing these past two weeks - who knows 
when they’ll fade away!

Michael Zimmerman is an eighteen- 
vear-old fine arts major who's attending 
NMC for the first time this year. Mi
chael savs his personal style is band tees 
anti jeans. “1 like to shop just about any
where,” he comments, “wherever I can 
find a good deal - I wear pretty much the 
same stuff everyday.”

Simon Anton is twenty one and also a

first-year NMC student. “I don’t even know 
how to describe my personal style,” ponders 
Simon. “1 guess you could say it’s a piece
meal fashion sense.” Simon likes to shop 
at second-hand stores more than anywhere 
else. “1 can find the coolest stuff there if I 
have enough time to check it all out."

Cody Nelson is twenty and a junior 
at NMC, majoring in sociology. “1 wear 
jeans, shop for clearance clothing, and 
firmly believe in the integrity of leather,” 
states Cody. “It seems like a lot of peo
ple are wearing tons of brand-name stuff 
around campus right now. They’re trying 
to make a really good first impression, but 
1 think it’s kinda lame.”

Britton Daley is nineteen and a sopho
more sociology majorat NMC this fall.

“1 do most of my shopping locally,” says 
Britton. “Downtown has a great selection 
to choose from. I love to mix new and vin 
tage items to create my own unique style.’

Matt Topping is twenty two, newcome 
to NMC this year. He is planning to trans 
fer and study graphic design in the future. 
“My fashion sense can best be described a 
'indie superstar’ I guess,” he says. He does 
the majority of his shopping online.

Well, there we have it! It seems the con 
sensus for this fall trends toward looking 
casual, yet stylish. No matter what your 
personal preference is, you can guarantee 
that someone’s checking out what you’re a 
about this fill.
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