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We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may

Sculpting Community
Innovation Grant funds three student projects

■ JACOB BAILEY
Press Managing Editor

The Student Innovation Fund is a pool of $25,000 available 
to students who have big ideas and small pockets. This year, three 
grant applications were approved to gain a serious budget increase.

Heidi Yaple, NMC’s Grant Officer finalized the applications 
in a meeting on Friday October 16.

“We had three applications for an Innovation grant and 
awarded all three,” said Yaple, “all three either defined new ideas 
or shed new light on old ones.”

One grant recipient is the Dagorhir medieval battle group.
These foam-wielding warriors netted $2000 to construct an 

automated foam siege weapon called a ballista. The weapon will 
be wheelchair mounted and has a remote firing assembly.

Former group president, Jake “Flint the Red” Pobst, described 
his feelings as “flabbergasted” at receiving the grant money.

“A while ago, one of our members had surgery involving his 
ear and was not allowed to participate on the field,” said Pobst, 
“he really wanted to and we had to make special rules allowing 
him to be on the field. I had also been thinking about other 
people who would want to do fighting in Dag, like people who 
are disabled and unable to participate. [I thought] we should 
really try and make something for people who have injuries or are 
disabled so they could still join the action on the field.”

Pobst and the Dagorhir group attend mass battles across 
Michigan throughout the year.

“We are doing this to encourage participation not only in our 
group but also in other student groups and help support more 
community. We have gotten several groups working together 
towards a common goal,” said Pobst.

The Engineering Club is one group that will be assisting 
Dagorhir in building the ballista.

“[They] can actually put this on their resume because of how 
complex the system is. We will be showing it off at Dag events 
and have ‘NMC’ painted across the side of it, letting people 
know who helped pay for it,” said Pobst.

The second grant was awarded to the Aviation Department, 
which has formed a group called the Aerial Robotics Team which 
will receive $2225 to build an Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV).

“UAV is basically a fancy way of saying planes that fly by 
themselves,” said Corey Bidwell, a second year aviation student 
who applied for the grant. “The military is a primary user of them 
right now and a lot of commercial companies are contracting with 
the military. The UAVs are designed to make aviation safer and 
cheaper. Our team is designing, constructing and then competing 
with our UAV from the ground up. Our goal is to get a plane to 
take off, fly a pattern and then land completely automated.”

NMC will be competing against big schools like Michigan 
Tech and the University of Florida at an event hosted in
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STIRRING UP SOME GLAZE "This is just my fun class," said third year nursing student 
Jessica Scruggs as she prepared the glaze that would become the final touches of her pot
tery project in the Fine Arts bulding.

• See INNOVATION on page 2
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on campus

Traverse City school closings
TCAPS has suffered so many absences due to the H1N1 virus that TC West Middle 
School is scheduled to close on Thursday and Friday of this week. Administrators 
intend to reopen on Monday, Oct. 26, but will have to wait until that Sunday to assess 
students’ conditions. 67 students at TC West High School were absent on Tuesday with 
the flu. In other areas, Harbor Springs and East Jordan schools have been forced to 
close due to influenza. According to an NMC Health Services bulletin, it tends to affect 
people under 24, so a large portion of NMC students are also at risk. Remember to eat, 
rest, and exercise well; stay away from drugs and alcohol; cover your mouth when you 
sneeze or cough; and wash your hands many times per day (or carry hand sanitizer). If 
you have flu-like symptoms, avoid contact with others until you’ve recovered.

Think Before You Pink
With October being National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, pink ribbons are 
everywhere. But before you buy a product claiming to support the funding of breast 
cancer research, try to find out exactly how much that company is actually donating. 
Many brands that claim to support breast cancer research are actually donating a very 
small percentage of their income to the cause. It seems the pink ribbon has become 
more of a marketing technique than anything else. Barbara Brenner, the founder of 
“Think Before you Pink,” is trying to raise awareness on the issue of false advertising 
for breast cancer. To find out more, visit www.thinkbeforeyoupink.org.

INNOVATION continued

Maryland next summer by the Association for Unmanned Vehicle Systems International.
“It’s a big thing, putting NMC’s name out there, saying we can compete,” said 

Bidwell. “They [the UAVs] are also designed to take away the risk of dangerous jobs, and 
the boring jobs.”

The third project being supported by an Innovation Grant is a food drive, hosted by 
the Project Management CIT class on December 14 in Milliken Auditorium.

“The food collected is going to Goodwill Industries food pantry,” said Rebecca Buck, 
who filed the grant application. “Right now it’s important because our community is in 
bad financial shape, and the food pantries we have can’t keep up with, the demand. There 
are more families who need food than food to help them. There are so many people on 
unemployment in Traverse City; the Christmas season is coming up and they are going 
to be hit hard.”

The group of 15 students received $1470 to help cover the cost of the time requested 
in Milliken.

“We are doing a lot of advertising with it and are wrapping it up with an event,” said 
Buck, “dinner and movie at Milliken — and admission is five non-perishable food items.”

You can visit nmcfooddrive.wetpaint.com to view the group’s progression.

Repower America internships available
Repower America is an organization that stands for the importance of investing in 
energy efficiency; clean, renewable and diversified energy sources; a unified national 
smart energy grid that connects these renewable energy sources to every part of the 
country; and clean car technology. Repower America is seeking qualified interns for 
the fall semester. Students with a flexible schedule, transportation, good writing skills, 
computer skills, and communication skills including familiarity with social media 
tools are preferred. The field coordinator will work direcdy with the intern to develop 
valuable political organizing skills. Interested persons should email their resume to 
kevin.numerick@climateprotect.org to set up an interview.
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New courses for
Spring '10 semester
■ PETER EBY

Press Staff Writer

It’s only week nine of fall semester, but spring may be closer than you think. Regis
tration for the upcoming Spring 2010 semester begins on November 4. With that ap
proaching date in mind, take a look at the new and returning classes coming to some of 
NMC’s academic departments;

• The Communications Department is adding an Advanced Creative Writing course, 
to be taught at the University Center. This course will be focusing on narrative fiction 
and encourages students to develop their creative skills in a intensive manner. Native 
American Literature is new on the schedule as well, which will be taught by Lois Beard- 
slee, a local Native American author. This class will be in part a survey of various Native 
American genres, and part critical stance against non-native portrayals of Native Ameri
cans in literary works.

• The Physical Education Department will be introducing Bikram Yoga II and Hip 
Hop Dance II for those who would like to continue to develop their skills in those 
forms. There will also be a brand-new Personal Training course, which will prepare stu
dents for the for personal trainer certification test.

• The Science and Math Department will be re-introducing a class from 2003, “Intro 
to GIS” (formerly Intro to Computer Mapping). They will also be offering more core 
math courses at the MTEC building, includingMTH 111, MTH 111/11, and MTH 
23. Although these courses are not new to NMC, offering them at the MTEC building 
is a convenience for many students.

• The Technical Division is adding a variety of new courses. Starting next semester, 
they will be offering two new Renewable Energy Degrees, focusing on the technical as
pects of renewable energy. Several new courses, EGY 101: Principles of Renewable Ener
gy, EGY 105: Sustainable Building Design, and EGY 115: Residential Energy Efficiency, 
will be part of the new degree program. The “hands-on” courses will be limited to 15 stu
dents to ensure adequate individual attention. They will also be adding a new construc
tion class: Construction Supervision, which can be used as a technical elective towards 
the new degrees.

Keep in mind that all of these courses are new and will most likely fill up quickly. 
Remember to check your NMC Self-Service page for adding new classes come Novem
ber 4: The sooner you get in to register, the better your chances of getting into the classes 
you want. So make sure to get into a counselor’s office or online quickly to clinch a spot 
in your desired courses. Good luck!

Printed by Morning Star Publishing and distributed free.
Printed on 100% recycled paper

Corrections
• Michigan Republicans hold the majority in the State Senate, not Democrats as stated in 
our Oct. 8 issue. Democrats control the State House and the governor’s office.
• The new Cafe a la Cart is located in the Beckett Building, not the Biederman Building.
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FROM THE SOURCE'S MOUTH
By NORA STONE Press Editor-in-Chief

Gene Abravaya, playwright The Book of Matthew Liebowitz
Gene Abravaya flew to Traverse City from 

California for a preview performance ofhis 
first play, The Book of Matthew Liebowitz, 
which is being produced by Old Town Play
house’s Studio Theatre. The production is the 
midwestem premiere of a play that’s already 
garneredpositive reviews on the West Coast. 
The White Pine Press had the chance to sit 
down with the author before the performance.

White Pine Press: Tell us a little bit about 
your play.
Gene Abravaya: It’s the first play that I 
have written for the stage. It’s about a soon- 
to-be middle-aged man, [whose writing] is 
as yet unpublished, who has to cope with 
that fact and has some choices to make. He 
has marital problems; he has an upstairs 
neighbor with boundary issues; he has an 
aging father who has become all but mute 
and shows all the signs of depression. [The 
father] comes to stay with Matthew for a 
few weeks while [Matt’s] brother and sis
ter-in-law go on a long-delayed vacation. 
They’ve been taking care of the father since 
the mother died three years ago. Matthew 
has always been the creative type, while his 
father was a blue-collar worker for his whole 
life and could never really understand why 
Matthew would want to ‘run away with the 
circus.’ So they’re both on a journey of dis
covery, but they don’t know it.
WPP: What other work have you done? 
Abravaya: I worked in television for a num
ber of years, writing teleplays and situation
al comedy. I also wrote some pilots and a 
couple of episodes for a series called Blacke’s 
Magic back in the 80s, but this is the first 
time I’ve written for the stage—which is 
strange, because I work for a performing 
arts center in California that for 20 years 
has had its own equity stage company. So 
I’m not the sharpest crayon in the box. Fi
nally, one day I said, ‘I should write a play, 
because I work for a theatre company!’ 
WPP: How does writing for theatre differ 
from writing for television?
Abravaya: Writing for television is a real 
collaborative process. You start out with a 
first draft, but by the time it makes its way 
through the producing staff and the ac
tors, it’s greatly changed. [Writing plays] 
is a much more singular process. It’s just 
you and the computer screen. Isn’t it amaz
ing how things have changed? I might have 
said it’s just you and the typewriter. It’s a 
solitary process, but it’s very rewarding. 
Because I have a full time job, I have to get 
up at like five a.m. to write, so I did that 
for about six months and wound up with 
a first draff of the play, and since then I’ve 
been polishing and polishing. I don’t think 
any playwright ever says that their play is 
in its final draff... I think every writer goes 
through that. People will come see this as

The Book of Matthew Liebowitz, but I’ll be 
here tonight seeing it as draff number 79. 
WPP: Is this the first time that you’re 
going to see it being performed?
Abravaya: Well, this is the first time that 
I’m seeing it performed by people that I 
don’t know. It’s already had its world pre
miere at the performing arts center that I 
work [for].
WPP: How does that change how you’re 
going to look at your own work?
Abravaya: I don’t know! I’ll have to see. 
But I’m excited about it. I’m definitely just 
sending positive energy that way (motions 
toward the stage), because I obviously want 
them to be successful, and I want them to 
be entertaining and to do a good job. But 
it’s definitely interesting (smiles).
WPP: How does one go about getting a 
play produced?
Abravaya: It’s a long process. And it’s 
probably as difficult these days as getting a 
novel published.
WPP: Is there a similar submission process? 
Abravaya: Very similar. .. .If you’re an un

GENE ABRAVAYA on set before the preview performance of his new 
play, The Book of Matthew Liebowitz, which had its midwestern pre
miere at the Old Town Playhouse's new Studio Theatre on October 16.

known playwright, it’s hard to get the full 
play read right away. So you have to sub
mit a portion of the play, like ten pages, 
and a synopsis, and any reviews that you 
might have gotten along the way. Then 
you’re faced with the decision—what ten 
pages do I send? Do I send a pivotal scene? 
But if they don’t have anything leading up 
to the pivotal scene.. .they won’t know it’s 
pivotal! Or maybe I’ll send the first ten 
pages of the play. But the first ten pages 
are exposition, not much is accomplished. 
So what do I do? (Pantomimes slamming 
head against the wall.) It’s difficult. So 
you send your ten pages out, and if you’re 
lucky, they’ll contact you and say ‘I’d like 
to read the whole play.’
WPP: How did The Book of Matthew Li
ebowitz end up in Traverse City?
Abravaya: I’m very lucky in that I have a 
very talented friend who lives here, Jen
nifer Weil, who is an incredible actress as 
well as director... She took the play to the 
creative staff at Old Town Playhouse, and 
they read the play and.. .wanted to do it.

It’s unfortunate [in that] it reinforces the 
whole idea that knowing somebody helps 
to get your foot in the door. But obviously 
the play stands on its own.
WPP: What other theatres or groups were 
interested in producing your play? 
Abravaya: Actually, the Colony Theatre 
in Burbank, California, just contacted me, 
and the artistic director likes it very much 
and is now taking the next step and pass
ing it on to the reading committee to see if 
it will fit into their season. So it’s starting 
to get out there now, and that’s exciting. 
WPP: Are you planning to write more 
plays?
Abravaya: I’ve actually written a new play. 
It’s called The Final Scene, and it has its 
first professional reading next month...
The first step is to get a reading of the play 
[to] hear it and see what’s working and 
what needs to be fixed, and then from 
there you see what happens. I’ve worked in 
theatre for a very long time as an actor and 
a director, and I’d like to think that that’s 
helped in my writing, in knowing what an 
actor needs.
WPP: There are similarities between Mat
thew’s life and your own life. Do you see 
the play as autobiographical?
Abravaya: Well, I would say that my life 
back then, when I was Matthew’s age, was 
influential. But the characters are more 
an amalgam of people that I knew in my 
life. I’d say that the relationship that’s most 
autobiographical is the relationship that 
Matthew has with his father. Originally,
I wrote the play as a way to have certain 
conversations with my father that I never 
had the opportunity to have, so I would 
say that’s the closest to my life.
WPP: Jennifer Weil [the director] said she 
felt a real theme was the idea of ‘following 
your heart,’ and that though we say that a 
lot, not many people follow their hearts. 
Your thoughts?
Abravaya: It’s true. I think she’s right. I 
think society plays a strong role in people 
deciding whether to do that or not, be
cause we have this idea that success should 
be equated with how large our bank ac
count is. I think that most people my age 
have not done what they would like to do, 
but rather what would make them more 
secure.. .financially. I don’t know whether 
that’s so true with the younger generation.
I have kids [of college] age, and both of 
them—maybe because they’ve had a luna
tic father—are really showing that it’s pos
sible to live your life the way you want to 
live it, to do the things that you want to 
do... I think more people are going to be 
doing that, I really do.

Find a review o/The Book of Matthew Li
ebowitz on page 14.
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8th annual Great
Lakes Bioneers 

conference
■ DAKOTA DEEREN

Press Staff Writer

The Great Lakes Bioneers conference was held this year on our 
own NMC campus. The three-day event took place in the Milliken 
Auditorium and Scholars Hall. There were speakers, workshops, a 
silent auction, vendors, a community art project and documentaries.

Around 800 people were expected to attend this year’s 
convention, but the total count was around 1100 participants.

“We had more people in attendance than last year,” said Sally 
Somsel, one of the Bioneers conference organizers. “More students, 
faculty and staff than in the past also.”

The Bioneers movement celebrated its;jtwentieth birthday this 
weekend. The conference is always held in October; participants 
discuss ways to restore ecosystems, preserving cultures, protecting the 
ocean, and ways to go green.

The speakers came from near and far, some were beamed in from 
the Bioneers conference in San Rafael, California. Local speakers 
on Friday included Seth Bernard and May Erlewine, who use music 
to inspire change and action to better the environment. From 
California there was Brock Dolman, Kari Fulton, Sarah James, Jack 
Hidary and Michael Pollan.

Saturdays keynote speaker was Maureen D. Taylor, state chair 
of the Michigan Welfare Rights Organization and director of the 
Detroit Community Self-Sufficiency Center. Taylor talked about 
“rising poverty in a tanking economy,” and the privatization of water. 
She had the audience laughing and applauding throughout her 
whole speech.

“She inspired people to want to do something,” said Somsel.
The silent auction was held in front of the Milliken Auditorium, 

with items donated by Bioneers and conference sponsors alike. The 
auction, run by volunteers, was open for bidding all three days. Scott 
Davis of Midland was one of those volunteering.

“The message the Bioneers are trying to present and promote is 
something I feel very strongly about and I want to support that in 
any way that I can,” said Davis.

Sundays speakers were John Bailey, the Great Lakes Bioneer of 
the Year for 2007, J. Carl Ganter and Jayne Leatherman-Walker. 
Company Dance Traverse also did an interpretive dance called 
“Water from the Same Source,” which received a standing ovation.

There were 34 different workshops spread out through all three 
days, such as a seminar on Mushroom Cultivators and one called 
Techno Utopia vs. The Zombie Apocalypse.

' smsTesting your Green IQ

Lumberjacks dominate RamRod
Intramural sports add color this fall

PLAY BALL
Left, Lum
berjacks 
quarterback 
Parker Pru- 
sick read
ies a pass. 
Right, Aman
da Wheatly 
and Natalie 
Hollabaugh. 
Below, Kyle 
Kelso (red 
flag) makes 
a desperate 
attempt to 
up the Ram- 
Rod's score.

Press Photos/JS TURNER

I JS TURNER
Press Staff Writer

1. It’s okay to keep a cell phone 
charger plugged in all the time. 
False - If you leave any charger 
or electronic appliance in an 
outlet, it continues to use power 
even after you turn off the 
appliance.

People in the United States use 
at least 100 billion plastic bags 
each year.
True - And it takes about 12 
million barrels of oil to make 
those bags.

3. Most paper cant break dawn

St Francis Gladiators now playing for the 
Lumberjacks, dominated in quarterbacking.

“It is lots of fun,” Prusick said of the program, 
“and brings back memories of playing high school 
football.”

The Lumberjacks have two women on the 
team, Natalie Hollabaugh and Amanda Wheatly. 
Hollabaugh had a ten-yard reception, then was 
whistled for a forward pass beyond the line of 
scrimmage. Wheatly confessed she “hugged a guy,” 
also known as holding. Are other women playing?

“Just these two, and they also played last year,” 
said Noble Kline.

A schedule for 2009-10 intramural sports 
calendar and open recreation hours is available 
in the Phys-Ed building. Dodgeball is coming in 
November, and there will be other indoor events 
this winter.

For a fee, you may join the Health and Fitness 
Center, which is equipped with weight machines, 
exercise bikes, treadmills, stair climbers, elliptical 
trainers and ski machines. Ask for Zach Light or 
Noble Kline at 231.995.1379 to schedule a brief, 
required orientation.

Contact Kasper for information on intramural 
sports and other recreational activities at NMC, 
such as gym hours for basketball and volleyball. 
Call 995-1090 or go online to nmc.edu/programs/ 
academic-programs/physical-education.

The term intramural originates from Latin: 
intra, meaning “within,” plus mural (murus) 
meaning “walls,” thus the word denotes activity 
“within the walls” of a city, building, community, 
or institution.

Exercise with a social content can be found 
and enjoyed through the array of options offered 
in intramural sports here at NMC’s main campus. 
Tom Kasper, Intramural Coordinator of Health and 
Fitness, runs intramural sports and the open gym 
program, which is open every day at set hours.

Flag football, one of the activities on offer, started 
last week and will continue until the first week of 
November, with playoffs held the following week.

The field by the softball diamonds and soccer 
field serves as the grounds for flag football. On 
a crisp autumn afternoon, a game between the 
RamRod and Lumberjacks was in motion. Each 
team has seven players on the field at a time. There 
are eight co-ed teams on the roster: Juicebox,
Goon Squad, The Daddy’s, Intensity or In-Ten- 
Cities, RamRod, Kibbles & Vicks, RBC’s and 
Lumberjacks.

The Lumberjacks ran the score up on RamRod, 
and members of RamRod conceded that being 
outscored was “payback was for beating you guys 
in kickball.” RamRod Kyle Kelso, 19, came in late, 
but his added spark wasn’t enough to beat the Jacks.

Parker Prusick, 18, a former safety for the

in modem landfills.
True - Paper needs water, 
oxygen and light to break down, 
and most paper in landfills is 
buried under layers of soil where 
those variables can’t reach it.

4. On a hot day on the highway, 
it's better to drive with the car 
windows open than with the air 
conditioner on.
False - When you’re going fast 
and the windows are up, your 
car is more streamlined, which 
makes it easier on the engine 
and saves fuel.
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Local 350
movement 
sparks interest
I AU WARD

Press Staff Writer

TC-350 is a local branch of the internation
al group 350.org, which is attempting to bring 
awareness to the growing issue of global warm
ing. The Traverse City event will take place on 
October 24, including outdoor activities at the 
open space, indoor events at the City Opera 
House, food and a live DJ.

“Climate change is real,” said Dave Bar
rons, former 9&10 meteorologist. “It’s hap
pening now, and there are things we can all do 
to help solve this growing problem. I’ve pre
dicted the weather as a meteorologist for over 
25 years and have a very deep understanding 
of how climate impacts weather and how our 
climate is shifting.

“October 24 is going to be another big 
step toward solving the problem,” Barrons 
added, “and I am thrilled that we in north
west Lower Michigan are going to be heard 
and make a difference.”

A picture of the protest group will be taken 
outdoors at the Open Space, in the shape of the 
number 350, and then beamed to the Times 
Square in New York and filmed as a part of the 
national movement. 350 events will be taking 
place all over the country on October 24.

According to 350.org’s website, 350 parts 
per million is what many scientists, climate ex
perts, and progressive national governments are 
now saying is the safe upper limit for carbon 
emissions in our atmosphere. (We are currendy 
somewhere around 390 parts per million.) The

350 movement is an attempt to draw attention 
to this serious problem, with over 2000 rallies 
in 150 countries on the same day.

The goal is to have this issue be taken se
riously and make steps for change at the UN 
meeting in Copenhagen in the month of De
cember. It is a challenge for immediate action.

Brian Beauchamp, one of the leaders of TC- 
350 said, “October 24 is lining up to be the 
biggest, most significant day of environmental 
action in world history, and it’s focused on solv
ing global warming. We have been looking for
ward to this day for a long time, mainly because 
the people of northwest Michigan have been 
lending such strong support.”

The Traverse City event starts at 1 p.m. on 
Saturday. Things to look forward to include: 
State Representative Dan Scripps (D-Leland) 
will lay out his vision for how Michigan will 
benefit economically from a global response to 
climate change. Musician Jen Sygit will head
line with her soulful songs that speak to all ages 
and walks of life. More than 20 downtown res
taurants will offer “350 Discounts” that day 
to support the event. An evening ball for all 
ages begins at 7 p.m. WNMC, 90.7 FM, will 
broadcast the ball live, and include both the live 
music and DJ dance music from Viridian, DJ 
Ras Marco D, and DJ Nesta.

It carries on into the evening with several 
types of activities. For more information, go to 
TC350.org.

EMMA SMITH, A VOLUNTEER FOR LOCAL 350, chalks a notice for 
activities to be held at the Open Space on October 24, which has been 
declared an "International Day of Climate Action." Below, left to right: 
Julia Hemphill and Simon Anton help out.

*
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Cheers & Jeers

CHEERS

College Is A Marathon, Not A Sprint
We cheer those students who have 
continued to make it to class and work 
hard, thus following through on their 
educational commitment. In doing 
so, enriching the learning process for 
all. Conversely, we jeer those students 
who fail to either show up to class or 
participate in class activities. Learning 
requires a community, and that’s what this

place is about. Congratulations for sticking to it in tough times.

Engineering Productivity Out of all the SGA speeches given at 
the rally in September, we cheer Paul Hagadone along with the 
Engineering club. They have made clear actions towards increasing 
student involvement, including offering students exciting rides in 
their Baja buggy racer and helping the Dagorhir group invent a 
wheelchair-mounted siege-weapon so that disabled students can now 
own some noobs on medieval battlefields.

Don’t Tread On Me The Soliciting 
policy at NMC has caused the “ice 
cream man” to cease his years of service 
to campus and implemented many 
hurdles to sales on campus. A recognized 
student group was recently told to cease 
their chalk writing promoting the 350 
rally because it violated current policy. 
While we recognize the need to limit 

solicitation by outside entities on campus
- because the student and staff community is so attractive to so 
many who are selling a product or an idea - the policy should 
not prevent recognized, sanctioned student organizations from 
performing outreach activities for events with which their group is 
closely aligned.

JEERS

NMC Needs Fall Break This week marks week nine of the fall 
semester and students, faculty and staff are begin to feel fatigued just 
as midterms are upon us. But there’s no break in sight: that doesn’t 
happen till Thanksgiving. That means that NMC students, faculty 
and staff will have been working for twelve weeks without breaks. 
Colleges and universities across the state have a short break around 
week eight each year, usually consisting of a four-day weekend. We 
think that NMC should consider adding this to their academic 
calendar, so that students and faculty can catch up on outside-of- 
class duties — which, as everyone knows, can be substantial.

Michigan State Legislature Children are the future of the world, 
but somebody forgot to tell the Michigan legislature. After receiving 
the final six budget bills from Senator Mike Bishop, Governor 
Granholm had choice words to describe her feelings. We have our 
own. If our country is swimming in a sea of debt and the only way 
to secure our financial stability is to invest in the future, why are 
we pulling money from one of our greatest renewable resources 
- children? Michigan is in the worst financial slump of the nation, 
which is attributable to the continuation of rabid school closings. 
More Michigan men and women are jobless now than ever, and if we 
want our best and brightest to take up the reins we need to ensure 
that they become bright in the first place. The real kicker here is 
that $51 million of the K-12 budget went to schools that already 
have funding almost double that of most schools. Granholm did the 
right thing by cutting that portion of the education budget, but the 
general state of funding for Michigan’s education still feels like we’re 
donating clothes to Abercrombie & Fitch.

WPP EDITORIAL STAFF

Letters to the Editor
Dear White Pine Press Editor:

Could the college consider ways it might be able 
to support students and faculty in their goals to 
quit smoking, thereby addressing some of the valid 
criticisms posed against a campus-wide tobacco 
ban? Could cessation classes be offered through 
the SGA? Could the Health Center offer discount 
nicotine patches or partner with Munson Hospital/ 
Behavioral Health? Could the Physical Education 
program offer free physical fitness for smokers’ 
stress reduction?

It would seem that certain institutions have an 
ethical imperative to walk what they talk. Isn’t it 
hypocritical for hospitals or higher education to 
not promote, AND support, healthy choices? Our 
students are making heroic decisions to better their 
future by choosing to attend NMC. Why not also 
help them to make other changes which may have 
an even more profound impact on their long range, 
overall quality of life?

Faculty and staff can role model these changes 
as well.

Susan Kopka
Photography Instructor

Dear White Pine Press Editor:

I have a response to your two articles about the 
tobacco-ban on campus.

If you choose to smoke, then own it, don’t make 
excuses; nonsmokers should not be penalized for 
your choice. The campus-wide tobacco ban may 
inconvenience 30% of the student body, but what 
about the 70% that it will benefit?

We’ve all made choices that at one time or

another have inconvenienced our lives. If smokers 
feel the need to “hide in the woods like furtive 
underage high schoolers,” or trespass on private 
property, the issue goes beyond smoking. At the 
college level, we should all have the capability to 
act like adults and obey rules. Yes, they should be 
obeying the current city ordinance—but how many 
students know about it? Up until the beginning of 
this semester I had no idea it existed on campus.

No, security isn’t doing their job to the fullest 
extent; however, the increase in students has 
increased the smokers. There was no real need for 
enforcement when there were five students standing 
outside Scholars Hall, but now that there are ten to 
fifteen huddled by the door there is a definite need.

While some form of obvious boundary should 
be marked at fifteen feet from the building, fifteen 
feet is not that large of a distance. A Honda 
Element is 14 feet in length. Even [at that distance] 
that is a lot of people and a lot of smoke for 
someone to walk through.

Helping students to quit is something nice 
that the college is doing for smokers; they don’t 
have to quit. Let’s think about how this helps 
the nonsmokers: it reduces their exposure to 
secondhand smoke, they don’t have to walk 
around smelling the stench of cigarettes, and they 
don’t have to worry about the campus looking 
like an ashtray. As far as smoking being a coping 
mechanism for losing homes, jobs, and identities 
nonsmokers are getting along just fine dealing with 
those same problems.

Overall, I think the ban is brilliant. If smokers 
want to knowingly reduce their lifespan by seven 
minutes per cigarette, go for it. But I think I’d like 
to try to live out my estimated 73 years.

Thank you,
Brandy Bray

XKCD "Scary" Randall Munroe, xkcd.com
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WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: H/h/fe Pine Press accepts let
ters to the editor from members of the col
lege and community. Letters should be less 
than 400 words, typewritten, and signed 
with your name, address and phone number. 
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, 
spelling and length. Opinions expressed are 
not necessarily those of The White Pine 
Press staff or any college employee

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686

BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 

BY FAX: (231)995-2110
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What do you want to be when you grow up?
"A tattoo artist."

EMILY RANDALL,
18, Fine Arts

"A pilot."

CODY CHILDS,
18, Aviation

"A firefighter or a 
psychologist."

CHRIS LINDSAY,
18, General Studies

"A politician."

MARIAH BAKER,
20, Social Work/Politics

"A psychologist."

TAYLOR BLOCK,
19, Psychology

"A dinosaur."

SAM RAYCROFT,
19, Art

"A dolphin."

ERIK "PIBS" BASSETT,
19, Psychology

SOUflD BYTES Why shortchange the future?
"This is about the future of the United States of America 
and what kind of country we're going to have." RUSH 
LIMBAUGH, conservative radio host, on being dropped from a 
group of investors seeking to buy the St. Louis Rams. NPR. 
org, 10/14/09.

"He was full of remorse when I talked to him. And he 
advised others not to try the same thing." Bremen, 
Germany, POLICE SPOKESMAN on a 22-year-old journalism 
student's having mooned a commuter train after being 
removed for riding without a ticket. The man's pants snagged 
on the train and he was dragged for more than 200 yards. 
Reuters.com, 10/13/09.

"If you're reading this then you - or the male you 
have bought it for - are the worst man in history."
Australian anthropologist PETER MCCALLISTER, whose book, 
"Manthropology: The Science of the Inadequate Modern 
Male," provides evidence that even modern Olympians 
are inferior to their prehistoric predecessors in running and 
jumping. New York Daily News, 10/14/09.

"Everyone has been guilt-tripped into buying pink things. 
If shopping could cure breast cancer it would be cured
by now." BARBARA BRENNER, director of Breast Cancer Action 
(BCA), to Joan Raymond of Newsweek, on the tidal wave of 
pink products that flood the market each October. BCA has 
started a watchdog group (Think Before you Pink) to monitor 
products marketed for breast-cancer awareness. Newsweek, 
10/13/09.

"There is no exception to the equal protection clause of 
the 14th Amendment of the Constitution." KIPP WILLIAMS, 
a 27-year-old San Francisco resident, who said he moved 
to California from the South seeking equality but realized 
after Proposition 8 that gay people are second-class citizens 
everywhere. MSNBC.com, 10/11/2009.

"Well look, there's often a fine line between a bit of 
fun and a silly stunt and I think this falls into the latter 
category." Victorian racing minister ROB HULLS in response to 
the Cranbourne Cup, which took place in Australia on Sunday, 
October 11. The event involved three men charging down a 
course with dwarfs dressed in jockey outfits riding piggyback, 
and has been denounced by government officials and 
advocacy groups. Reuters, 10/14/09.

I
 LAURA EARLE
Press Staff Writer

Nothing good ever comes from breaking prom
ises. Everyone knows that. Everyone except our 
state lawmakers, that is.

Last month, lawmakers voted to cut the state’s 
largest scholarship, the Michigan Promise Schol
arship, from the education budget in an effort 
to bring Michigan’s finances out of the red. The 
scholarship was a reward for students who did well 
on their Michigan Merit Exam in high school, 
and was rewarded to nearly 100,000 students 
statewide this past year.

High school and college students across the 
state are outraged. The Promise Scholarship was a 
reward for high school students who simply stud
ied hard and did well in school - some students 
relied on the scholarship to get them through 
college. Without it, many will have to search 
through the myriad of other scholarships avail
able and hope that at least one will be suitable for 
them. Others will have to take out student loans. 
Although loans can be very helpful to financially- 
challenged students, they are oftentimes tricky to 
manage. If the loan’s payment plan becomes 
too fast-paced for the student, he or
she will be slammed with high inter
est rates. Most loans also require that 
the borrower file a Free Application ■ 
for Federal Student Aid before ap
plying. In addition to being perpetual
ly confusing and time-consuming, the 
FAFSA requires that the student main
tain passing grades in at least a full load 
of credit hours in order to use their fi
nancial aid. So, if you don’t have the time 
to be a full-time student, you’re out of 
luck, as well as out of money.

Obviously, Michigan has a few issues

with debt (okay, maybe more than a few). We need 
to start penny-pinching somewhere in the bud
get. Why here? Out of all the places lawmakers 
could have chosen to cut funds, they choose to take 
our money, the money that was supposed to help 
us finish our schooling. If we students are the fu
ture of this state, what is this budget cut doing to 
Michigan’s future? What will lawmakers do when 
they realize that many of us cannot afford to stay 
in school long enough to achieve a degree? And if 
high-school students, had any sort of incentive mo
tivating them to work hard, it’s definitely gone now.

Nevertheless, Governor Jennifer Granholm says 
she hasn’t forgotten about the Promise. She claims 
to continue supporting it, and recently told press 
that it will be considered in next year’s budget.
So, perhaps we will end up getting our promised 
funds back next year, after lawmakers see the con
sequences of this poorly planned decision. All we 
can do is cross our fingers, count our pennies 
and hope for the best.

Press lllustration/RICHARD GAVITT
«
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Pun Times A Whale of a Time DO A TRICK, JAKE!

HALLOWEEN WEEK, AND THE 
CREATURES ARE OUT!

PRESS MANAGING EDITOR Jacob Bailey takes a 
break from producing the WPP and displays some jug
gling skills outside the Press office in the basement of 
West Hall.

Did you know you can earn your bachelor's degree right here 
on the NMC campus? Ferris partners with NMC to provide a 
quality education at an affordable price. Our 2+2 and 3+1 
programs are set up so that you take two or three years 
of NMC courses and one or two years of Ferris courses.

The overall cost of your degree is low because 
you pay the community college tuition rate and 
Ferris' public university tuition rate. Financial 
aid is also available for both the Ferris and 
NMC classes.

Information Security and Intelligence 
Computer Information Technology 
Computer Information Systems

Drop In 
dvising
Monday

November 16
11:00 am-1:30 pm

NMC Welcome Center

Learn locally and save.

Ferris State 
University 
TRAVERSE CITY 

I»t3««6. More
2200 Dendrinos Dr., Suite 100 
Traverse City, Ml 49684 
Phone: (231) 995-1734 
or (866) 857-1954 
FerrisNorth@ferris.edu 
www.ferris.edu/offcampus

(Atrium of the
Health Sciences Building)
Refreshments provided

5:00-6:30 pm
NMC/University Center 

Room 07 
Refreshments 

provided
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Press Photo/MATTHEW MONLEY

Autumn, the season of change, is a time well known by those of us living near 
the 45th parallel. The skies are regularly overcast, windshields are frosting over, and 
cider mills everywhere are drawing crowds. Out of all the precursors of winter, the 
most widely recognized and greatly appreciated is a synchronized deciduous meta
morphosis, also known as “Gosh, those trees are pretty.”

During what Traverse City refers to as the “Fall Color Tour,” both residents 
and sightseers from downstate take to the woods or hit the trails. Whether 
short or long, a nature walk is an activity that is both physically fulfilling and 
aesthetically pleasing.

A hike through the wilderness isn’t necessary though, as plants and trees thrive 
along highways, in neighborhoods, on campus and amongst the buildings of the 
downtown area. From scarlet Silver Maples to orange Black Ashes, leaves are falling 
faster than a man can rake.

Next time you’re outside, breathe in some of the snappy fall air. Take in that mo
mentary eye-candy which nature has provided us; it’s a precious time - a last “hoo- ' 
rah” before we’re left with the cold skeletons of late November.

We will have evergreens, though.

%
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Developing a personal mythology
Developing a personal myth or uncovering archetypes 

can seem overwhelming when diving into the psychological 
world of the unconscious. Myth and archetype are two ways 
of describing, in Jungian terms, beliefs that we act upon 
throughout our lives and roles that we play as a result.

HERE AND 
THERE
I AMANDA CAMPBELL

Press Staff Columnist

We are mostly unaware of these beliefs, which encourage 
certain behaviors, but we can become aware of them and 
even change them. We can take personal responsibility for 
our stories and choose to change the stories we are tired of.

In order to gain perspective, we can look at some defini
tions of what myth and archetype are said to be. Dictionary. 
reference.com has five definitions of myth. 1 will share the 
two that I feel are pertinent to the subject matter here.

Myth - noun 1. A traditional legendary story, usually 
concerning some being or hero or event, with or without a 
determinable basis of fact or natural explanation, esp. one 
that is concerned with deities or demigods and explains 
some practice, rite, or phenomenon of nature.

2. An unproved or false collective belief that is used to 
justify a social institution.

Most of us are aware of the first definition, but in this 
case, we are placing ourselves at the helm of subject mat
ter. In this case, we are the being or hero. It is we who are 
the demigod or deity. It is we who are experiencing a phe
nomenon of nature, which is our life.

This site also defines archetype, but with two defini
tions. I will share with you only one.

Archetype - noun 1. (in Jungian psychology) a col
lectively inherited unconscious idea, pattern of thought,

image, etc., universally present in individual psyches.
Many folks are less familiar with what an archetype is. 

Though Carl Jung isn’t the only one who has researched 
archetypes, he is known as a pioneer of this subject. In his 
work, archetypal influences are vast and overwhelming 
with global, societal and local elements involved, but we 
can begin by looking into our own personal archetypes.

The twelve common archetypes are: Creator, Ruler, 
Lover, Warrior, Magician, Caregiver, Destroyer, Sage, 
Seeker, Jester, Innocent, and Orphan. (I found the Arche
type Indicator, similar to the MBTI often taken 
at NMC, for a fee on the website: www.capt. 
org/discover-yourarchetypes along with the above 
twelve archetypes.)

Joseph Campbell, my favorite mythologist/ 
lecturer/writer, wrote “Hero With a Thousand 
Faces,” in which he cjiscussed his idea of a “mono
myth.” Campbell believed that all “myth, spiritual 
system and organized religion” were ultimately 
coming from the same place and could be unified 
under a common language: myth. He believed 
that everyone has to see themselves as the Hero of 
their own Mythic Adventure (their life.) He also 
said, and this is really important to understand, 
that in each hero’s heart is the message, “Follow 
Your Bliss.”

This is one of my favorite sayings. If we can 
look at ourselves in terms of a hero (heroine) in a 
mythic journey, we may find out amazing things 
about our lives, ourselves, and the people we in
teract with on a daily basis, www.jcf.org and 
www.docspond.org/Lecture/Campbell.htm are 
the two websites I drew upon for this bit of infor
mation).

In fusing myth and archetype, we may find 
our roles and our journey to be far more excit
ing, conscious and clear. We can identify what

roles we have been playing, which of these roles we 
would like to stop playing and which we’d like to em
brace and grow. We can look at life from a larger pic
ture as well as a very finite picture and in both cases 
find fulfillment, clarity and an opportunity to embrace 
what is present for us. “Following our bliss” means tak
ing ownership over our lives. It means claiming our 
place as “hero” in our own “myth” and discovering 
which elements of other people’s myth fuses with or 
compliments our own.

Press lllustration/MELISSA HOOVER

"Pringles are magical"
State humanities council names Stealing Buddha's Dinners Great Michigan Read

■
 NORMA JEAN MACNAUGHTON

Press Staff Writer

Once in a while an extraordinary book comes along, 
and every so often, this book features Michigan. The book 
that meets those requirements holds the distinguished 
position of being considered a “Great Michigan Read.”

This year, in the second annual awarding of this honor, 
the Michigan Humanities Council (MHC), a community 
arts organization affiliated with the National Endowment 
for Humanities, said Bich Minh Nguyen’s (pronounced 
‘bit min win’) Stealing Buddha’s Dinner ranks number one.

Nguyen’s memoir deals with growing up, Michigan- 
style, from an outsider’s perspective. Born in Saigon, 
Vietnam, Nguyen and her family emigrated to Grand 
Rapids in 1975. She narrates her childhood in a piquant 
and achingly humorous way. Wisely mapping her 
assimilation to “all Americanism” through her newfound 
love of Kit Kats and Pringles, Nguyen takes us on a romp 
through 1980s Grand Rapids and describes how it feels to 
hang on to and let go of two different cultures.

Sue Patterson, a Plymouth librarian who served on the 
selection committee for this book, said Nguyen’s memoir

was chosen for its unique approach to midwestern life.
“It reflects the growing diversity of our state, yet is a 

universal coming-of-age tale that illustrates the desire to 
belong,” said Patterson.

Stealing Buddha’s Dinner ran against 75 other Michigan 
titles that were judged by a group of 50 librarians, 
teachers, professors, authors and students from around the 
state, according to Scott Hirko, public relations officer for 
the MHC.

Nguyen took the stage at the City Opera House on 
October 14 to present her book and broke the proverbial 
ice by saying to the audience, “You who happen to be 
shorter than I am, please present yourself,” after a small 
riser was brought out for her.

Nguyen explained that writing Stealing Buddha’s 
Dinner came about by accident. Her memories begged to 
be written down, and the form they took “insisted” on 
memoir style, said Nguyen, who feels that food shaped her 
idea of what being an American meant during the 1980s.

• See PRINGLES on page 14

*
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No erection without protection
When Viagra first hit the market, many health insurance 

companies were covering the cost of Viagra to treat erectile dys
function. Now, this is an actual disease, yet I question the claim 
of a 60-year-old man who is in dire need of an erection. Yes, 
he may want to get busy, but your biological clock only lasts so 
long, and unfortunately things stop working eventually. Should 
he be able to attain an erection if he wishes? Certainly. Should 
an insurance company be covering it? Probably not.

DONT DO IT 
IN THE DARK

■ALEXANDER BRAND
Press News Editor

Now, some may be critical of my stance against cover
ing erections under health insurance, yet consider the fact 
that many companies up until just a few years ago did not 
cover birth control. I support men using Viagra to com
bat erectile dysfunction, yet I also support covering birth 
control as well. It seems like the need for easily accessible 
birth control greatly outweighs the need for more erec
tions in the United States. I may be standing alone on that 
issue (but I hope not). Thankfully, much progress has been 
made towards offering a variety of contraceptives (some 
covered under health insurance) to the public.

Birth control has existed for, literally, thousands of years. Of 
course, it was not in the form of a pill, but mankind utilized a 
variety of methods, from coitus interruptus (a fancy way of say

ing the “pull-out method”) to herbal treatments. Birth control 
is not a revolutionary practice in Western culture.

Move forward to the present: a variety of contraceptive 
methods now exist, ranging from the pill, condoms, emer
gency contraceptives, and even patches. But how available 
are these methods to the public? Are they even affordable? 
Can students obtain them relatively easy, or is it a fight to 
exercise your reproductive rights? Well, it really depends, 
but most contraceptives are readily available and reason
ably priced.

Where do students go for contraceptives? At NMC, 
Health Services offers condoms and a vast amount of 
information, but unfortunately you will not find any 
emergency contraceptives there. Since emergency con
traceptives are easily obtainable over the counter at many 
pharmacies, it will not put a huge damper in your search. 
Rite Aid is right down the street off of Garfield, and will 
most likely have what you need. Yet, college students are 
infamous for being, well, pretty darn broke, so where do 
we turn to for help?

Planned Parenthood is an excellent resource for many 
of your contraceptive needs, and their services are usually 
very reasonable priced. Just a few blocks away from cam
pus on Eighth Street, it is conveniently located and offers 
a vast amount of services, including birth control ser
vices, emergency contraceptives, pregnancy testing, and 
condoms. Most of these products are offered at a reduced 
cost, falling into the financially friendly category.

“We try to keep our services affordable,” said Karen 
Griggs, manager of Planned Parenthood. The services of

fered are at extremely competitive costs compared to what 
you would pay at pharmacies. Planned Parenthood also en
courages uninsured women to look into Plan First!, a pro
gram which can cover a variety of your healthcare needs.
For information you can call Planned Parenthood, your 
local health department or Michigan Department of Com
munity Health at 1-800-642-3195.

College is a time where many start to learn the harsh 
consequences of actions, yet some of these trying times 
can be avoided by making smart decisions. With the avail
ability of many forms of contraception, it is easy to see 
that putting them to use is the best option if you choose 
to be sexually active. Make smart decisions — and if a guy 
claims that he doesn’t have any condoms, tell him you’re 
ready to be a mother, and they will most
likely magically 
appear. In the 
end, it’s your 
decision 
whether or 
not to use 
contraceptives, 
but be aware 
they are easily 
available in our 
community.
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Feeling felonious
I
 KENDALL KAYESPRATT

Press A&E Editor

One moment Clyde Shelton is just a normal 
dad and husband. The next he becomes the victim 
of a home invasion. Clyde answers the door and is 
attacked. He’s knocked down and his hands are zip- 
tied behind him. When his wife hears the commo
tion she comes to the hall and is attacked as well.

The attackers consist of a 
greasy, foul man obviously in 
charge, and a small scared man.
The man in charge whispers to 
Clyde, “You can’t fight fate,” then 
proceeds to assault Clyde’s wife.

As this is happening Clyde’s 
litde girl walks out of the dining 
room. The small man looks up at 
her, drawing the attention of the 
boss bad guy. As Clyde writhes 
on the floor, struggling to save 
his family the greasy man zips his 
pants, stands and walks down the 
hall. He. picks the little girl up. “Kids love me,” he 
says, and walks further down the hall.

This is the opening scene of Law Abiding Citi
zen, and it’s heartbreaking. The close-knit Shelton 
family is torn apart by a senseless crime. Clyde’s at
torney, Nick Rice (Jamie Foxx), cuts a deal with 
greasy boss man Clarence Darby while Rupert 
Ames, who stood by and did nothing, gets the 
death penalty. Shelton is extremely upset about the 
corrupt justice system and with Rice.

Flash forward ten years and the story really gets 
going. Shelton decides it’s time 
to take action on the 
justice system

and begins to lead Nick Rice and police detectives 
on a cat and mouse chase from inside his prison cell.

Gerard Butler stars as Clyde Shelton. I have 
nothing but praise for Butler. I have never been dis
appointed in a performance of his. Over the sum
mer I saw The Ugly Truth, a romantic comedy about 
the differences between men and women, in which 
he was spot on as the romantic lead, and he was

equally brilliant as a sociopath- 
ic killer in this film. The heart 
he shows as a grieving husband 
and father is deep, and the 
light-hearted way he goes about 
killing his victims is chilling. 
And even though he is a bru
tal murderer, there was never a 
moment I wasn’t on his side.

Jamie Foxx is another actor 
who rarely disappoints. He 
plays the pompous, arrogant 
lawyer who thinks he is smarter 
than everyone else—to a ‘T.’ 

Although this movie kept me 
on the edge of my seat while keeping me thinking as 
well, the build-up to the end felt rushed and wasn’t 
quite as good as I was expecting. But this film had 
certain elegance despite its gruesome moments.

Law Abiding Citizen shows that the lines be
tween just and unjust, and right and wrong, will 
always be skewed in shades of grey. I know it is 
wrong that Darby is set free after only a few years 
in prison while Ames is given the death penalty, but 
I’m not sure Clyde should have taken matters into 
his own hands. On the other hand, I never felt like 
he was in the wrong. Does killing Darby and Ames 
bring Clyde down to their level? Or doesn’t it?

This movie will definitely keep you thinking 
long after you leave the theater. I thought 

I had it figured out—that the movie 
was teaching viewers that there is al

ways a grey area, that lines are always 
crossed—and in many ways I think 
I was right. But on a deeper level 
I think that Clyde was trying to 
teach Nick (and us) that family is 

too important to take for granted. 
During the movie you continu

ously see Nick put his work before his 
wife, Denise, and ten-year-old daugh
ter, Kelly. He misses Kelly’s recitals, say
ing he’ll watch the DVD. In one scene,

Clyde tells Nick that he sees him going to 
work every day at eight and sees Kelly go to 
school every day at eight fifteen. I got the 
feeling that Clyde saw Nick’s neglect of his 
family and this made him angry.

Clyde insists that he isn’t murder
ing out of revenge and says he wants 

Nick to understand. While looking at crime
scene photos of Clyde’s little girl toward the 

end of the movie Nick whispers, “I understand 
now.” Without giving the ending away, I can tell 

you Nick really does understand. Check out Law 
Abiding Citizen and see if you agree with me! This 
movie won’t disappoint.

★★★ir

The State of Things

■
 MADDYMESA
Press Staff Writer

For the week of Halloween Traverse City’s State Theatre has an 
exciting line up. On Monday, October 26 at 6:00 p.m. the Central 
High School Orchestra will accompany a silent film. The silent film 
that will be shown is yet to be announced. October 28 is Wednes
days 25-cent Classic Matinee: Great Who-Dun-Its, Gosford Park, a 
movie set in the 1930s that follows a weekend hunting party lodging 
in the English country house of William McCordle. The weekend 
isn’t all fun and games, however. Secrets are revealed and soon all the 
guests are yearning for McCordle’s money. The film will start at 11 
a.m. and is rated R.

On October 30, relax with a light comedy: My One and Only 
staring Renee Zellweger, Kevin Bacon, Logan Lerman, and Eric Mc
Cormack. The movie, showing at 1:00, 3:30, 6:00, and 8:30 p.m, is 
about a mother (Zellweger) and her sons on the search for a wealthy 
socialite to take care of them. This film is rated PG-13.

Fans of scary movies should come down to the State on October 
31. Movies for all ages will be showing. Scooby Doo will be playing 
for kids at 10 a.m. Tickets are only 25 cents and provide fun for the 
whole family. In honor of Halloween, the State Theatre will show a 
Halloween Special of Dead Snow. Prices are set at a scary cost of only 
five cents. Times are yet to be announced.

Don't Miss: Zomedy
Zombieland

Zombieland, un
like most horror mov
ies today, taps into 
originality and makes 
apocalyptic zombies 
feel brand new. Where 
Dawn of the Dead had 
action, and Shaun of 
the Dead had comedy,
Zombieland exceeds 
both. Funny zombies?
We at the White Pine 
like to call it “zomedy.”
Jesse Eisenberg stars as 
Columbus, an anxiety- 
ridden college student who runs into Tallahassee (Woody Harrelson), 
a fully-fledged badass scouring the Midwest for Twinkies. Throw in 
con-girl sisters, zombies infected by a strain of mad-cow, and a road 
trip that drops catchphrases like an arcade machine and you’ve got 
yourself a film that’s carved out its own niche.
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The Flaming Lips: Turning 
simple into extraordinary Brutal Legend

I MELODY SHAW
Press Staff Writer

Rather than basing the success of an album on 
the preciseness of sound and timing, The Flaming 
Lips find richness in the beauty of imperfection. 
Their newest album, Embryonic, was released Octo
ber 13. It has the wind-chime-y
goodness of the old, mixed with 
an edginess that’s brand new.

The founding of their band 
alone speaks of unconvention
al greatness. Allegedly, in 1983 
Wayne Coyne stole a collection 
of musical instruments from an 
Oklahoma church. Coyne, his 
brother Mark and band mate Mi
chael Ivins made their debut as 
The Flaming Lips at a local trans
vestite club. For the next 25 years, the band’s mem
bers changed fluidly, but kept the core of Wayne 
Coyne and Michael Ivins. They are now joined by 
Steven Drozd to make up the trio who is responsible 
for the newest in their line of records.

I scon PELL
Press Staff Writer

Brutal Legend comes to us from the creative mind of Tim Schaffer 
and his crew at Double Fine Studios, which brought us Psychonauts. 
The game follows a roadie named Eddie Riggs, voiced by Jack Black. 
Eddie Riggs is the world’s best roadie for the world’s worst band.
He wishes that he could go back in a time when the music was real. 
Eddie injures himself and accidentally spills blood on his belt buckle, 
which is actually an ancient rune that summons the fire beast Orma- 
goden, who transports Eddie back into an age of heavy metal.

Upon his arrival, Eddie discovers that humans are ruled by a race 
of demons and decides to fight along side of them in hopes of libera- 
tion.The game play in Brutal Legend varies. There’s combat, which 
is balanced and complex. Brutal Legend gives players a battle-ax with 
which to slay the enemy and a guitar to set them ablaze with rock. 
Stage battles put players in control of a main character who issues 
commands to the units on the field. Players have the ability to fly 
above the battlefield and summon a beacon for moving units to a 
designated area.

Stage battles are the core of the Brutal Legend campaign mode. 
The objective of the stage battles is to destroy the other person’s 
stage. Stage battles offer a solid mix of action and strategy. In multi
player, players can choose from one of the three factions in the game. 
Each faction has unique units that basically perform the same tasks. 
However, each faction has distinct advantages, which offer a nice va
riety in combat.

First is Iron Heade, lead by Eddie Riggs. Iron Heade s prima
ry focus is damage and heavy hitting. Second is Drowning Doom, 
lead by Ophelia, Eddie’s love interest. Drowning Doom looks like 
something straight out of a Tim Burton film, and focuses on buffs 
and de-buffs. Lastly, there is the Tainted Coil, lead by the evil Em
peror Doviculos, voiced by Tim Curry. The Tainted Coil is a race of 
demons that cover themselves with leather and bondage gear. They 
have the advantage of being able to spawn units anywhere on the 
battlefield.

Fine Haircuts 
$20 to $25

Nancy
Allen

20% Off first cut
chemical-free zone 

Downtown at Old City Hall 
l6o East State Street 
23i.709.OO7O 
Mondays and Wednesdays 
9am to 6pm

In the past, they could be classified as psychedelic- 
pop, as in their album Yoshimi Battles the Pink Robots 
that was released in 2002 and housed favorites, like 
“Do You Realize,” and “Fight Test.” However, they have 
continued to transcend into something that can only 
be described as the bare bones of a musical wave that is 

known only to the Lips. The guys cut 
most of their 12 albums, not in the re
cording studio, but in the living room 
of someone’s home. Because of this 
“sloppiness,” the album lost a litde pop 
appeal, yet gained a stoner-rock vibe. 
My-oh-my. What a musical miracle!

Embryonic ‘s “I Can Be A Frog” 
took them to a whole new level of 
greatness in their self-constructed 
genre. By bringing in kindergarten ba
sics like “the cow says moo,” they take

what is simple and make it oddly extraordinary. This 
song, for instance, uses every animal that walked onto 
the ark to explain how easily transmutation can occur 
in people. As far as the tone and color goes, where 
there was structure in “Do You Realize?”, the lack of it 
is what brings a smile to your face and makes this song 
fun to listen to.

Front man Coyne upholds this fun, yet contem
plative attitude throughout every track. Spouting out 
lyrics of love, time and space. He quickly switches to 
whimsical when things start to weigh too heavy.

More than the musical style, which is somewhere 
between Radiohead, Coldplay and Interpol, with 
a little Belle and Sebastian humor thrown in, the 
carefree weirdness behind the lyrics is what puts the 
mind and body at ease. It’s as if they’re saying “we 
don’t'care so why should you?” This, after all is what 
music is supposed to be, original and imaginative.

The ability to explore and find new vantage 
points at which to penetrate the evolving world of 
music has got to be a hard thing to do. The Flam
ing Lips are successful with Embryonic. They put 
out a raw and emotional rough draft of unique 
music, before it’s polished and generic.

What makes Brutal Legend shine is its style and presentation. The 
world has giant monuments placed throughout the landscape, which 
could easily be the cover of a heavy metal album. The world is so 
vast and unique you’ll definitely want to take the time to explore it. 
Scattered across the land are bits of lore and various other artifacts 
that give upgrades to Eddie Riggs. Although there are many tutorials 
and help pop-ups, it is never really revealed how to unlock the lore 
or unbind the artifacts around the world. This is a shame because so 
much of the game’s world is fueled by the lore created by the team.

The voice acting for Brutal Legend is a list of heavy metal gods. Ozzy 
Osbourne, Lemmy Kilmister of Motorhead and Rob Halford of Judas 
Priest - just to name a few. The rest of the cast is top-notch as well. 
There’s a soundtrack of 107 licensed heavy metal songs, arid an original 
score that slips seamlessly in and out of songs on the soundtrack.

Brutal Legend is a very unique game, and it’s a lot of fun to boot. 
With a solid story, an incredible world to explore, a monstrous 
soundtrack, and an all-star cast, Brutal Legend is a game that you will 
not want to pass up.

B+ (And hev. I don’r even like metal.1
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Follow your heart to Studio Theatre
■

 NORA STONE
Press Editor-in-Chief

Both playwright Gene Abravaya and director Jennifer 
Weil agree that following one’s heart is a major theme in 
Abravaya’s play The Book of Matthew Liebowitz—and that 
not many people actually follow their hearts, despite the 
maxims endless repetitions.

But even though your heart can lead you down 
difficult paths if you’re willing to throw caution to 
the winds and follow it
anywhere, is the choice 
ultimately a rewarding one?

Matthew Liebowitz, 
the title character and 
protagonist (played by Keith 
Firstenberg), was a fairly 
successful soap opera writer 
before he grew fed up with 
being told what to write and 
quit his job to write books— 
a project he funds by making 
pizza and waiting tables.
Firstenberg does a great 
job with Matthew’s slightly 
abrasive personality. He’s not 
unpleasant; he’s just a little 
too sure that he’s right all 
the time. A good protagonist 
is imperfect enough to be 
believable.

Matthew’s family despairs 
over his not fulfilling their 
definition of success. His 
brother and accountant,
Robert (Kevin Weber) begs 
him to make something of' 
his life. His wife Maggie (Jill 
Anton), a star on the soap 
Matthew used to write for,
is so put off by his sarcastic demeanor that she decides' 
they need a separation while she pursues her movie career. 
His father, Howard (Wayne Erreca), is so fed up with 
Matthew—as well as the milquetoast Robert and his bossy 
wife, Karen (Amy Ruopp)—that he has virtually stopped 
speaking. In this state, he comes to live in Matt’s small 
New York apartment while Robert and Karen go on a 
long-awaited vacation.

At first it’s nothing but conflict—albeit somewhat one

sided, since all Howard ever says is “yeah” and “okay” 
(though Erreca’s eyebrows and mustache are beautifully 
expressive). But gradually, Matthew starts coming to terms 
with who he is and who his parents are, and Howard 
begins to understand that though Matthew has been 
a “starter” all his life—unable to finish the projects he 
launches—in writing he has finally found something that

AFTER THE SHOW the cast poses on set. From left: Wayne Erreca (Howard Liebowitz), Dan 
Mello (Vincent Alcedo), Keith Firstenberg (Matthew Liebowitz), Jill Anton (Maggie Liebow
itz), Amy Ruopp (Karen Liebowitz) and Kevin Weber (Robert Liebowitz).

he’s willing to get up for every day at 5:00 a.m.
In a character-driven drama like this, there’s usually one

person who’s the crux of the action; who acts as conscience 
or confidant for the other characters. In The Book of 
Matthew Liebowitz that character is Vincent (Dan Mello), 
Matthew’s flamboyant upstairs neighbor, who listens in 
on Matthew’s life through the vent that connects their 
apartments. He has a monologue that marks the turning 
point of the play, changing our perspective on both him

and Howard.
Every so often the dialogue sounds like how we 

think people talk rather than how they actually talk. 
But despite this, realism is a theme throughout the 
play. Abravaya doesn’t sugarcoat the writing life (it’s 
hard, and you get a lot of rejections) or sentimentalize 
family relationships (sometimes your parents aren’t 

as great, or as awful, as they 
seem). He manages to stay 
away from stereotypes; Robert 
and Karen come closest, but 
neither Kevin Weber’s fussiness 
nor Amy Ruopp’s marvelous 
accent and massive handbag 
descend into cartoonishness. 
Instead, they add some humor 
to the heartbreak.

The two relationships 
around which the play centers 
are Matthew and Maggie and 
Matthew and his father, and 
both are drawn honestly and 
truly. Maggie and Matt know 
that something needs to change 
for them to be happy with one 
another—but like so many 
real couples, they aren’t sure 
what needs to be done, or what 
went wrong in the first place. 
Matthew and Howard find it 
hard to express what created so 
much familial bad blood, and 
must likewise find a way to 
repair each other.

In the end these characters 
learn, as have the real people 
involved in the production, that

following your heart can lead you to positive places— 
though not always by the road you expect to take.

You can see The Book of Matthew Liebowitz through 
October 31 at the new Studio Theatre @ The Depot, 
located offWoodmere Street. For ticket information, visit 
www.oldtownplayhouse.org or call the OTP box office at 
947-2210.

PRINGLES continued
Nguyen said, “Pringles are magical,” 

and thus named the first chapter of her 
memoir after them. Each succeeding 
chapter is also named after foods she 
craved as young child.

‘“What’s for dinner?’ is a universal 
question that transcends race,” said Nguyen 
on why food is such a large element in her 
memoir. She feels she became accustomed 
to American culture through food, but 
also held onto her own unique Vietnamese 
heritage by eating food cooked by her 
grandmother.

Nguyen also reflected on how reading 
shaped her as a youth, and ultimately

enabled her to become a writer. She 
told of how reading Faulkner’s As I 
Lay Dying and Steinback’s The Grapes 
of Wrath allowed her to find her inner 
voice. Throughout her childhood, reading 
allowed her escape and comfort since the 
characters she read about experienced 
things similar to what she underwent.

Today, Nguyen works as an associate 
professor in the English Department of 
Purdue University.

“I want my students to tell me they’ve 
read beyond Twilight,” said Nguyen. 
“Writing is risky, but it’s worth it.”

Nguyen finished her presentation

by answering the audience’s questions 
about her family, schooling, and outlook 
on American Culture. Afterwards, the 
crowd headed to a reception where 
Pringles and Kit Kats were served and 
Nguyen was on hand to sign copies of 
Stealing Buddha’s Dinner.

Copies ^Stealing Buddha’s Dinner 
can be picked up at Horizon Books.
Nguyen will continue to travel the state 
and give presentations on her memoir.
For more information check out: www. 
michiganhumanities. org.
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The Book of Matthew Liebowitz, October .22-31. Come experience 
the first Old Town Playhouse performance at the new Studio 
Theatre. Performances are at 8 p.m. on Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday and 3 p.m. on Sunday. For more information, call 947- 
2210 or visit www.oldtownplayhouse.com.

Shawn Colvin, October 23 at 7 p.m. Shawn Colvin brings her 
acoustic, folk-influenced pop music to the City Opera House. This 
Grammy Award-winning artist is one of the women at the forefront 
of the “new folk” music scene that jumpstarted in the early 90s. 
Advance tickets are $28; $33 at the door. For ticket information or 
to purchase tickets, visit porterhouseproductions.com.

Kevin Locke, October 23, 8 p.m. at Milliken Auditorium,
Dennos Museum Center. Locke, a Lakota and Anishinaabe, is 
known throughout the world as a visionary Hoop Dancer, and is a 
traditional storyteller, and the preeminent player of the indigenous 
Northern Plains flute, cultural ambassador, recording artist, and 
educator. Visit www.dennosmuseum.org for more information.

350 - An International Day of Climate Action, Saturday, October 
24 beginning 1 p.m. at the Open Space, and ending at 11:3Q p.m. 
following a 350 ball at the City Opera House. 350, whose title 
symbolizes the safest upper limit of carbon dioxide parts per million 
in our atmosphere, is an event that will be happening all over the 
world on Saturday. Currently we are emitting 390 CO2 parts per 
million, and 200 years ago were emitting only 275. More than 
20 area restaurants will be participating by having 350 themed 
discounts from 4-7 p.m. For more information, visit www.tc350.org.

For Animals’ Annual Vegan Potluck, Saturday, October 24, 2009, 
from 1-3 p.m. Feel free to bring a vegan dish to pass to the Traverse 
Area District Library; there will be a guest speaker from Black 
Sheep Crossing Animal Sanctuary located in Northport. For more 
information, call 922-6083.

Rehearsals for Thriller Dance, October 25 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Rehearsals are being help for a Halloween night performance of 
Michael Jacksons Thriller at Soul Step Dance Studio. There is also a 
tutorial video on YouTube. For more information, call 421-5656.

Dr. Fredrik Hiebert at Milliken Auditorium, October 28 at 
7 p.m. Dr. Hiebert will be speaking on his work in relation to 
the Afghanistan; Hidden Treasures from the National Museum 
exhibition. For more information, visit www.dennosmuseum.org.

Street Drum Corps presents BANG! October 30 at 10 a.m. and 
1 p.m. Back by popular demand, the high-energy percussion 
group from Los Angeles will be at the Dennos Museum for a pre- 
Halloween fright night performance. Tickets are $6. For more 
information, visit www.dennosmuseum.org.

Press Photo/CALEB STRAIGHT

NMC s Next Top Model
I MADDY MESA

Press Staff Writer

Get Paid for 
Being Creative!

Join the staff of the White Pine Press. 

We need:
• Webmaster
• News Writers
• Feature Writer
• Graphic Designers
• Photograghers

Stop by the office in the lower 
level of West Hall and pick up 

an application.

Or Call 995-1573; 
email whitepinepress@gmail.com

Strut, work it, flash a smile and strike a pose. Girls, boys, mod
els and designers brought their A-game Sunday, October 18, at 
NCM first fashion show. The event was held in the basement of 
East Hall and dorm residents were locked in a fierce competition 
to see who would become NMC’s Next Top Model.

The contest, inspired by Tyra Banks’s show Americas Next 
Top Model, was put together by East Hall residence advisor 
Jihye Ryu and featured challenges such as runway walking, 
making an outfit out of garbage bags, and a pose off.

“I’m glad I had this much fun with all the residents,” said 
Ryu after the show ended.

Residents who participated in the show were Mike Di- 
duch, Caralee Hauers, Avery Diola, who modeled a design by 
Ryu and Priscilla Liang, Austin Blackstone, Drew Kauska, this 
reporter, and even Ryu herself. Styles ranged from Barbie, to 
evening wear, to hip-hop and down-right-crazy. Mike Diduch 
(A.K.A Hollister) was caught sporting a unique loincloth for 
the garbage bag challenge.

Judging the competition were Ashly Elzing, Joelia Lewis, 
and Emily Davis. With the music bumping, models worked 
their stuff on the catwalk, strutting with grace and attitude.

The winner of the fashion show was 
Avery Diola.

“I’m so excited,” said Diola.“I had 
fun being a Barbie Doll.”

The evening was a success. The 
crowd cheered for their favorite model 
and everyone left with high spirits.

“It was awesome. Very unique with 
the garbage bags,” said Tyrone John
son, resident of East Hall.

With all this praise there’s sure to 
be another battle next year for the 
fashionista inside us all.

Classifieds
Sewing by Nancy, which offers alter
ations, buttons and hems, is running a 
special for the month of November - 
two hems for the price of one, and if 
you bring in 10 buttons, you'll receive 
$1 off the alteration. Call Nancy at 
231-944-6423 for more information.

The New Whiting

Room Rates; $400-$450/mo. 
Wireless Internet 
All utilities included!
Fully furnished rooms 
Downtown TC 
Month-to-month leasing

231 947 6360
1521/2 E. Front Street 

www.thewhitmghotel.com *
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States

Matter
matter
MATTHEW MONLEY
Press Staff Writer

up in pulses, nr "maxima.” This is peculiar because no ad
ditional energy is put into the system past the initial Hash, 
giving a perfect example nt an oscillating chemical reaction.

"It (the energy] doesn’t dissipate as it would normal
ly. I know that that’s never been recorded in literature, so 
that’s a unique observation. Our task is to try to explain 
it,” Provencher said.

Before he found his home in I'raverse (Tty, Gerald 
Provencher spent six years as the head technical director 
of Northern Natural Gas, located in Omaha, Nebraska, 
l ie and several divisions underneath him were working 
io develop better, more efficient wavs of burning meth
ane. They were planning to expand the research center, 
but his work came to a halt when their parent company, 
InterNortb Inc., merged with Houston Natural Gas to be
come Enron. He told the story: "Kenneth Lay was a much 
sharper man than anybody in the company 1 worked for, 
and he ultimately engineered a takeover from the inside. 
Once che company came under new ownership, Mr. lay 
himself visited and toured the facility. We told him all the 
wonderful things that we were doing, what our long range 
goals were and so forth, and ar the end of that day he sat 
us all down and said: 'You people are doing fantastic re
search; you’re all fired. Our only purpose is to push meth
ane through pipes.' So we were all gone, just like that."

After convincing one of the previous company's GEOs 
to donate his unusable equipment to a small town in 
Iowa, and then purchasing said equipment from the town, 
Gerry spent ten years travelling the country before finding 
a place to set tip here at NMC.

Once he established himself on campus, Provench
er received help from the library technical professional 
Mary Becker in acquiring an old nitrogen laser from Dow 
Chemical. He had just managed to get it up and running 
when the school decided to relocate his lab.

"I’ve been moved five rimes now,’ Provencher said. "I 
was in the basement of Scholars I kill, in what is now the 
photographic lab. from there I was moved to the second 
Hoot, then hack to the basement. 1 was in a room right 
under the main auditorium - which worked very nicely - 
hut then the museum requested the space for storing some 
surplus material, and this was the last room available."

Ultimately, Provencher would like to pursue lurcher 
experiments with the laser (which belongs to the school), 
hut until he can utilize a larger space, the use of any extra 
equipment would he neither easy nor safe.

"Everything we do right now is passive; we stand out
side of the tube and observe. However,; there are species of 
nitrogen present which we cannot detect with our spec
trometers,” he said. ‘‘We can send the laser in at a certain 

\ wavelength and adjust the frequency- that will scatter the 
photons of each corresponding particle, thus revealing ex
actly which species are present. We’re constantly trying to 
revise the system and take advantage of the more mod
ern approaches that are available, because some of this 
stuff is now in the category of legacy equipment. Some of 
the speerromerers I have are the best on the market at this 
time- we re trying to keep things rolling along.”

Unfortunately, Gerald Provencher and students will 
have to remain content until the school can find room for 
him in a different location.

"I'm pleased with what I have,” he said. "They give me 
the space and covet my utilities for free; I’m a visitor, I sup
pose. I’m here for three reasons: I’m curious about this phe
nomenon, i like working with the students, teaching them 
about research and involving them in research, and I think 
that this is good for the area [and] good for the school.”

In Mat ol this year, font NMG chemistrv students 
took part in the 38th Great Lakes Regional Conference of 
the-American Chemical Society, held in Chicago, Illinois.

They were accompanied by both (icrald Provencher, Phi), 
and Mary Jo Elliot, a chemistry teacher, to give a 30-minute 
presentation on their study ol nitrogen gas in its plasma stare. 
The students were excited to share their information, as the 
A( IS is known as the largest scientific community in the world.

Amanda, van Heicsma, one of the honorary students, 
said: "It was amazing to see what kinds of projects other 
people were doing. It seemed almost above us, people 
from different places coming together to share their find
ings from all areas of research.”

Their opportunity to attend was organized by Dr. 
Provencher, who works as head of the project.

"We had accumulated quite a hit ol information over 
the course of the years, and these people that were work
ing with me this summer were particularly good at their 
end,” said Provencher. "We made all our progress over the 
course of the summer; we also accumulated enough data 
to make the first sort of approximation in telling the story 
of what's going on in the reactor. It's not proven, but we 
said that this was our suggested mechanism at the present 
and that we are still investigating.”

Provencher has been working with students on the 
grounds of NMG for the last five years, lie's not a college 
employee, he doesn't receive any funding from the state, 
and his laboratory is currently set up in a ten-by-four- 
teen foot room in the basement of the Health and Science 
building, hut he's happy to teach il you’re willing to learn. 
Students inclined to do a little extra research will find that, 
although cramped, Dr. Provenehers lab is the only one of 
its kind in the entire country. His purpose, ar this time, is 
co.observe what happens when nitrogen gas enters its plas
ma state in reaction to an industrial microwave.

He and his student coworkers know that when con
tained in a quartz How-tube and subjected to an electro
magnetic field, nitrogen will become partially ionized and 
give off a bright pink light, followed by a yellow glow.
Under normal conditions, the atoms would lose their exci
tation in a matter of nanoseconds, thus ceasing to give off 
light. 1 lowever, in laboratory conditions, the nitrogen lightsm - O e?

DR. PROVENCHER shows NMC student 
Jacob Glass charts printed out from the spec
trometer. Press Photos/fyiATTHEV'V MONLEY
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