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WHITE PINE
We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may

Waste not, want not
New recycling tested on campus

MILLIONS OF POUNDS OF PLASTIC end up in landfills every year. Here, Bay Area 
Recycling for Charities owner and founder Andy Gale pulls recyclable material out of 
the garbage outside of West Hall. Press Photo/NORA STONE

I
 NORA STONE

Press Editor-in-Chief

A mysterious black box sprang up outside of 
West Hall on Monday, November 2. Rather than a 
time machine or trash can, it is part of NMC’s new 
efforts to recycle.

“Recycling is something that we’ve been trying 
to get off the ground for a long time here,” said Ed 
Bailey, director of campus services. “The Students 
for the Environment [student group]... came to me 
and said, ‘How can we make recycling work on this 
campus?

The answer is to apply for an Innovation Grant 
to fund the recycling boxes. The new receptacle, 
currently the only one on campus, is a test run to 
gauge how much will be recycled, and how often 
Bay Area Recycling for Charities—the company 
that supplies the boxes—will have to collect the 
contents.

The long-term intent is a two-stream system, 
which separates trash into two groups: glass, 
metal and plastic, and everything else. The goal is 
to make recycling easy: instead of dropping that 
empty water bottle into the garbage can, just drop 
it into the black box.

Bailey hopes that eventually, the profits 
from selling the recyclable materials will fund 
scholarships for the Water Studies and Environ
mental programs, as well as the new Renewable 
Energy courses on offer at M-TEC. Until that 
point is reached, the Innovation Grant will cover 
purchasing the boxes and paying for pickup for a 
year. The deadline for application is December 1.

The test will also give the school an idea of how 

• See RECYCLING on page 2
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Smoke doesn’t 
always mean fire

MATTHEW MONLEY
Press Staff Writer

The second discussion on NMC becoming tobacco-free took place 
at the October 26 Board of Trustees meeting in the Olsen Center.

“I’m for the policy of being smoke-free,” said board member Bill 
Meyers. “There are some details of enforcement that I am sensitive to.”

In the ongoing debate on campus, Board members discussed the 
implementation of the proposed policy. Questions were raised as 
to how to advertise the new policy, how to enforce it, and how to 
prevent students from walking into one of the surrounding neigh
borhoods to smoke, which has been an issue at other smoke-free 
campuses. With no set strategy, policy makers have come to realize 
that there is a lot of work to be done.

“The board wanted to pursue the policy with parameters open for 
discussion,” said Board member Doug Bishop. “My personal opinion 
is that the board should give this issue more than one or two meet
ings. There are some things to take into consideration—what are the 
implications?”

Cheryl Gore Follette, an outspoken anti-smoking member of the 
board, reminded everyone that the policy was still in the early stag
es of development, and that the college would consider designated 
smoking areas.

“If it were up to me, you couldn’t smoke anywhere,” said Follette, 
“but does this help us accomplish our mission? We would consider a 
smoking area on campus, perhaps a penned-in area.”

Their mission, as stated, is to “provide lifelong learning opportu
nities to our communities.” Given this fact, members of the Board 
questioned the actual nature of the policy.

“I think it’s a policy that as an institution we’re going to model 
appropriate behavior,” said Board member Walter Hooper. “It’s not a 
behavior policy, it’s a health policy.”

An opinion not shared by Doug Bishop.
“I’m not sure that there’s any studies that show that in the open air 

there is a risk of carcinogens from secondhand smoke,” said Bishop. 
“Don’t present it as a health issue if there’s nothing to back it up.”

Lisa Anne Danto, speaking on behalf of the Traverse Bay Area To
bacco Coalition, addressed the board in support of the new policy.

“The biggest problem with outdoor smoking is litter,” said 
Danto. “It’s unsightly for both students and patrons, it’s damaging to 
the environment, and it’s a fire hazard.”

In regards to secondhand smoke, she added, “If you can smell it, 
you’re being exposed to it.”

Paul Heaton, Director of Public Relations, spoke about the pro
posed policy after the meeting.

“We’ve been talking about it for about a year now,” said Heaton. 
“There is an implementation plan in strategy, but most of the Board 
members have not seen it yet. Part of the plan is to provide services 
to help faculty and students quit.”

• See SMOKING on page 2
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Board buying and selling
The NMC Board of Trustees recently approved the purchase of a Kubota L5240 
tractor with attachments from Ginop Sales of Williamsburg, Michigan for $39,695. 
The purchase of this tractor will allow for interchangeable parts with the current 
tractor used by the NMC grounds crew. The Board also approved the purchase of a 
single aircraft to provide the Aerobatic and Tail Wheel endorsements for the aviations 
program, for a price not to exceed $110,000. To assist in the purchase of this aircraft, 
the Retractable Gear aircraft (N9365D) is to be sold through an open bid process for 
an estimated $50,000, as well as putting $28,100 towards the purchase from the sale 
of another aircraft in the fleet (N7305L).

NMC volunteers win national award
NMC volunteers Bruce Byl (NMC Class of‘79) and Susan Sheldon (Board of Trustees 
member) have been named winners of the 2009 Council for Resource Development’s 
Campus Impact Award in the volunteer category. The awards “recognize the efforts of 
individuals or teams who have made a significant impact on a community college and the 
students it serves,” according to a press release from the college. Byl and Sheldon led two 
fundraising campaigns, increasing total donors by 32 percent, new donors by 96 percent, 
and alumni participation by 530 percent. The amazing results, even in a difficult financial 
climate, will result in more annual scholarships at a time when need is greatest. The award 
ceremony will take place in Washington, D.C. on November 13. The Council for Resource 
Development encourages philanthropy to community colleges.

Choir auditions open
Auditions are now open for the NMC Chamber Singers. The course, MUS 117, is 
1 credit, meeting Monday and Wed from 5:20- 6:50 throughout the semester. Two 
concerts are scheduled for the Spring semester on February 28 and April 25. Both 
concerts are in Milliken Auditorium and begin at 3:00 PM. There are numerous 
openings for Tenors. All are welcome to call Mark Puchala at 231-995-1338 to 
schedule an audition. The audition will be simple scale passages to check for tone color 
and voice type.
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RECYCLING continued

aware students are of recycling opportunities on campus.
“The biggest problem we have toward any type of recycling is awareness,” said Bailey. 

“If the students aren’t behind it, it will never work.”
NMC already recycles paper—that’s what the blue containers in most classrooms are 

for. Waste Management, who handles garbage services for the college collects and recycles 
the paper. Students often unwittingly throw plastic or other garbage in the paper recycling 
bins, which impedes recycling the paper inside.
“One of the things that [Students for the Environment] wants to do is raise awareness by 
putting better signage on [the blue containers],” said Bailey.

Students often unwittingly throw plastic or other garbage in the paper recycling bins, 
which impedes recycling the paper inside.

Every piece of paper makes a difference: according to www.recycling-revolution.com, 
every ton of recycled paper can save 17 trees, 380 gallons of oil and three cubic yards of 
landfill space. There are similarly impressive statistics for plastic. The same website reports 
that in the United States, over two million plastic bottles are used every hour—and most 
are thrown in the garbage.

Andy Gale, owner and founder of Bay Area Recycling for Charities, demonstrated the 
numbers while setting up the box outside West Hall. Though the garbage can he tied it to 
was less than a third full, he pulled five plastic bottles, two plastic fast food cups, one glass 
bottle, and one aluminum can from the trash—and those were just the visible items.

Gale says nearly 100 percent of .the plastic, metal and glass that you’d find in any given 
garbage on campus can be recycled. And people are getting interested.

“We started about a year ago with two customers,” said Gale. “Now we have about 150 
different customers, from Antrim [County] to Buckley to Northport.”

If Students for the Environment is awarded the Innovation Grant, they can set up the 
recycling plan “almost immediately,” said Bailey.

The plan is “very much student led,” he said. “It’s great.”

SMOKING continued

The four-part plan includes providing tobacco education, counseling, support groups 
and cessation aids.

“There will be a committee meeting to flesh out the details; it will come back to the 
board at the next meeting on November 23,’’added Heaton.

NMC is not the only college in Michigan working to make its campuses smoke-free. 
There are over 13 colleges in the state that have already instituted tobacco bans, includ
ing the University of Michigan. U of M will be smoke-free when a new policy takes ef
fect in July of 2011.

In a campus-wide e-mail, University of Michigan President Mary Sue Coleman stated, 
“a healthier, smoke-free physical environment will only enhance the intellectual vigor of 
our campuses. Our decision to become smoke-free aligns perfectly with the goals.. .to im
prove the health of our community,”
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Schmidt proposal: 
Russian roulette?

NORMA JEAN MACNAUGHTON
Press Staff Writer

news 03
FROM THE SOURCE'S MOUTH

By JACOB BAILEY Press Managing Editor

NMC's brain - out of its jar 
and ready to get down

On September 25, Representative Wayne Schmidt (R-Traverse 
City) proposed House Bill 5474, which would allow students with a 
concealed weapon permit to bring their firearm onto the public areas 
of all state university and college campuses.

House Bill 5474 would change the ability of universities and 
colleges in Michigan to determine whether firearms should be 
allowed in the public areas of their campuses.

For colleges such as NMC, which prohibit firearms from being 
carried anywhere on campus, the proposed bill would override their 
rules and allow state legislation to take over regulation of firearms.

“This bill places the full responsibility of firearms on the elected 
Michigan Legislature, as required by the Michigan Constitution,” 
says Schmidt, the primary sponsor of Bill 5474.

Via email, he explained that he intends the bill to clear up the 
issue of what is a firearms violation and what is not. For example, 
if a public road cuts through a college campus, and the driver 
has a concealed weapon, he could be in violation of the colleges 
ordinances. House Bill 5474 would create a standard for institutions 
of higher education across the state, meaning they all would have the 
same policies regarding the possession of firearms.

“The need for this legislation was brought to us by the 
Michigan State Police that this was an area of law that needed 
clarifying,” said Schmidt.

For NMC, this law would mean that ordinances in place 
would be removed, something that President Tim Nelson believes 
to be a bad idea.

“State law would supersede any regulations a college would 
have in place,” said Nelson. “That means our current student 
responsibility code of conduct would change. Weapons are not 
necessary items on campus. Our job is to create and maintain a safe 
place to learn, and weapons.. .would contribute to the opposite.”

NMC’s Student Rights and Responsibilities currently prohibits 
“possession, while on campus.. .of any weapons, or look alike 
weapons, including, but not limited to, firearms...licensed weapons, 
or objects or instruments possessed for use as a weapon or for direct 
or indirect delivery to another person for use as a weapon.”

After its introduction on September 25, 5474 was referred to the 
Committee on Tourism, Outdoor Recreation and Natural Resources, 
on which Representatives Terry Brown (D-Pigeon) and Arlan 
Meekhof (R-89th District) sit. It was then filed by the House of 
Representatives on September 28.

According to a report on AnnArbor.com, since September 28, 
House Bill 5474 has gone before the Michigan Community College 
Association and undergone several revisions. Their report states 
that revamped bill would now allow colleges and universities to ban 
firearms in all enclosed areas of their campuses. However, in public 
areas, such as the sidewalk, street and fields, those with valid permits 
would be allowed to carry a concealed weapon.

As of yet there has been no announcement about when the 
bill will be taken up. According to Schmidt the time frame is up 
to the Chairman of the Committee as well as the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives. However, if House Bill 5474 isn’t passed 
before December 31, 2010 the bill we have to be re-submitted the 
following season.

An interview with NMC's President, Tim Nelson

How long have you been working here?
Tim Nelson: I came in the spring of 2000 

my second time around; my first time around I 
was here in 1975 and 1976. I ran West Hall and 
the apartments as my first job out of college. I 
graduated at Grand Valley and moved here, then 
we left here and moved to Houghton, Michigan, 
for about ten years, then to Milwaukee, then 
back up here.

Students often say what they would like to see 
from NMC’s faculty. What kind of expectations 
do you have for the student body?

TN: One of the questions that we are asking 
is: what do we need to make certain we do so that 
students can be successful in a changing global 
economy? And it may not be things we are doing 
now. I want the students to think about what their 
responsibility in learning is. It’s a complex world; 
it’s a complex society. It requires responsibility 
on the part of the students and it requires 
responsibility on the part of the college. It’s a team 
sport, if you want to call it that, for learning.

What kind of goals for learning do you have?
TN: My goal is that students will be mobile in 

a global economy and global society. We can’t do 
all of that, but we can certainly prepare some of 
the groundwork. I would hope to have a lifetime 
relationship with our learners. So don’t think 
of us as a two-year institution, think of us a? an 
institution that will help facilitate learning for the 
rest of your life. If you look at the breadth of the 
people we serve, we serve the college for kids, the 
people who are on the second or third career after 
retirement, to people who have lost their jobs and 
need new skill sets.

How will NMC handle more students?
TN: The first thing we will be concerned 

about is [to] maintain the quality of the learning 
experience. We are going to have to find qualified 
faculty members, and the possibility exists that we 
wouldn’t be able to in some cases. In which case 
we wouldn’t offer a class. We will not degrade the 
quality of what we offer.

You will see us moving more and more of 
our classes to other campuses to fully utilize the 
facilities, and we are embarking on an evaluation 
to determine the growth role for online computer- 
assisted educational processes, which would have 
an effect on the relationship between the student 
and the faculty member. Not necessarily a negative 
impact, but it would change that dynamic and we 
would want to monitor and follow best practices 
for that to occur.

I think part of it is what kind of funding we 
have. I have told the college to plan for a 20 
percent reduction in state funding next year. We 
had a zero percent reduction this year and that is 
because of the stimulus money. But I am looking 
at the state budget...it is going to be gone next 
year, unless we see different revenues coming into 
the state. Not because people don’t want to invest 
in higher education, but because the state doesn’t 
have enough resources to invest in all of those 
things. And that’s nothing new. In the eight years 
that I have been president, we have seen state 
funding decline by about 14 percent/we have 
seen our student population increase by well over 
30 percent. Our productivity has gone up and we 
continue to do more with less. You get to a place 
where the only way to do more with less is to

• See FTSM on page 4
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FTSM continued

impact quality, and that’s not in my nature.

What about adding buildings to the main campus?
TN: There is no funding at the state level for construction, and 

we will do what we can to meet increases in student population 
without having to create new facilities. Another big question that 
needs to be asked is what’s the role of physical structure in the future 
of learning? I’m sure you use the Internet, and you do learning on 
your own. How do we incorporate that into what we are doing on 
the college level and high-school levels? How much do you need a 
physical room versus how much is your classroom integrated to the 
world around you? My personal opinion is that it’s moving more 
towards that than building more physical structures.

Do you have plans to renew your contract with NMC? -
TN: I have a three-year contract that rolls, and I have told people 

that as long as I feel like I’m doing important work, which I do, 
and feel like I’m making a difference, which I do, I will be here.. .as 
long as they want me. I didn’t come here to treat NMC as a stepping 
stone to something else, I think this is a great place to be, it’s a 
wonderful school, it’s one of the places that can serve as a model for 
the future of what education needs to be. We are connected to the 
economy, to the regional economy and to the regional economic 
players. This is one of the bright spots in the state of Michigan, and 
if there is one place in the state that can build this next economy, I 
think it’s here, and to be part of that is pretty cool.

NMC offers third Web 
Developer Certificate

According to Training Camp Magazine, an 
average webmaster will make $74,951 this year. But 
what does a webmaster actually do to command 
those dollars? According to many in the industry, 
a webmaster is an out-of-date term that could be 
replaced by titles like web designer, web developer 
or project manager.

TECHNO 
BABBLE
I TOM AUCH

Press Staff Columnist

350 rainy, but 
successful

■
 MELODY SHAW

Press Staff Writer

Rain, wind, and cold didn’t stop members and supporters of the 
Traverse City branch of 350 from participating in the events held at 
the Open Space on October 24. Clad in rain gear from head to toe, 
they were ready for, well, the climate.

“I learned more about global warming, and what causes it, on 
Saturday.” said Hammond. “And I found out what 350 stood for.”

(That’s the maximum amount of carbon, in parts per million, that 
the atmosphere can safely sustain. We’re currently around 390.)

The Open Space was base camp to Project 350. A group photo 
of the supporters in the form of the number 350 was taken, and can 
now be seen online, at www.tc35O.org. This photo, along with a 
report, was sent to local, regional, and national officials.

As of October 27 there were 5245 actions in 181 countries and 
19,000 photos, as well as many hours of video, documenting the 
day’s actions.

“I didn’t know anything about it,” said Krista Hammond, “then I 
started seeing these signs around town that just said ‘350. OCT 24,’ 
but it wasn’t until a friend told me exactly what was going to happen 
that I knew.”

Traverse City was a helpful stop on the tracks. Local business also 
took a part in helping to make this movement known.

Higher Grounds, the coffee shop and distributor, believes strongly 
in fair trade and organic values. They are also supporters in the fight 
against global warming. With the purchase of their TC-3 50 Blend, 
support goes to TC-350. In other words, raise your glasses (or rather, 
coffee mugs) to the atmosphere.

The United Nations is currently working on a treaty covering 
global climate that is due to be completed in December, at a 
conference in Copenhagen, Denmark. The 350 movement was 
created to bring attention to the issue of global warming in the 
hopes of creating a strong treaty at the end of 2009.

NMC offers numerous degrees and certificates 
in technology including A+, Network+, and 
programming certifications as well as Visual 
Communications degrees for artists and designers. 
Now, they’re combining some for comprehensive 
certificates geared for jobs in today’s market.

One of the most intriguing of these is NMC’s 
plan for the Web Developer Certificates. Until 
recently there were two levels offered. Web 
Developer I combined six classes from the 
Visual Communications department, offering 
classes in Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator and 
Dreamweaver along with classes from the 
CIT dept focusing on programming.
Web developer II featured another
six classes: four programming/ 
database mgmt classes, a 
business class, and 
an interactive 
animations
class utilizing 
Adobe’s Flash 
technology.

Just
recently a third 
Web Developer 
Certificate was offered 
with five more classes 
that include project 
management, some 
programming 
classes and a web | 
internship where 
a student would 
be paired with a local 
company to get hands-on web 
experience.

These degrees are heavily focused on the 
programming and coding side of Microsoft’s 
.NET applications for services such as server 
management, processing order forms or placing 
interactive applets on a page.

The process of creating a functional and good- 
looking web site is not a simple one. Years ago, if 
you trained yourself in a software, bought a domain 
name and hosting account from GoDaddy, you 
could (and still can) post a decent web site right 
from your home.

These days, bigger businesses and companies have

more sophisticated needs, such as shopping carts,
Flash videos and search engine placement issues, to 
name a few. To get a decent paying job or to start your 
own venture you need specific training and skills.

Based in Traverse City, BrightBridge Studios 
has been designing and building web sites and 
applications since 1999. Jon Roth, technical 
director, thinks NMC is on the right track.

“Anyone can create a cookie cutter web 
presence,” said Roth, “but for students to succeed 
now they need to gain knowledge in specific areas. 
For instance, one could learn the basic structure 
of the online landscape of social networking 
[blogging or Facebook] and the relationship to 
marketing and selling.”

“Another strategy would be to get familiar 
with the various types of web architectures or to 
learn specific skills in the tools that make a web 
site, like audio, video or animations. Jobs I see in 
today’s market are consultants that help create a 
business strategy to sell on the web including social 
networking or a hardcore coder that is writing pure 

archaic code. Or possibly 
an artist that creates the 

visual look and feel of 
the web site, in other 
words there’s a lot 

going on behind the 
scenes.”

There are three 
main areas of web 
site development. 
There is the design 
side that NMC 
is covering by 

offering visual 
comm
unications 
classes 

mixed in
their certificate 

program along with 
numerous programming, 
coding, and database 
management from the 
Computer Information 
Technology (CIT) 
department. Just like anything 
in life, once you create it, you

have to promote and sell it. So 
there is the business side as well.

According to NMC’s business chair, Sherry 
Howard-Spreitzer, “We listened to what the students 
wanted, then changed our strategy and added a third 
level to give them the best opportunity to find some 
work or transfer to another program. Many people 
think they can go cut and paste some code or use a 
template and that’s not sustainable. Everyone will 
be doing that. They need specific skills like the ones 
were offering here.”

For more information on NMC’s programs visit 
nmc.edu/business or for local information on the 
different types of Web design, development, and 
the related services visit brightbridge.net.

*
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University of Maryland proves it is easy being green

■
 LAURA GURFEIN
Capital News Service (MCT)

COLLEGE PARK, Md. — Fall foliage may 
be burning red, orange and yellow these days, but 
many college campuses are turning green.

The University of Maryland, College Park 
has laid a course for the university to become a 
national green campus model and carbon neu
tral by 2050. The plan set a benchmark goal of 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions on campus 
15 percent from 2005 levels by 2015.

There’s evidence that its efforts are paying off. 
The university has reduced its annual 

greenhouse gas emissions by 4.2 percent be
tween 2005 and 2008, to 307,681 metric tons 
of carbon dioxide, according to a survey for the 
2010 College Sustainability Report Card.

That figure is equivalent to roughly 7.3 
metric tons emitted per full-time student in 
2008, down from 7.8 metric tons three years 
ago, the survey showed.

“The University will take responsibility 
for the future, with dedication to enhancing the 
quality of life of all people, sustaining the natu
ral environment, and reinforcing the capacity 
of Maryland’s citizens to thrive and prosper in a 
diverse, ever-changing, globally competitive en
vironment,” the plan says.

University President C.D. Mote Jr. an
nounced the University Senate’s approval of the 
73-page Climate Action Plan to the campus via 
e-mail Oct. 1. To ensure the climate plan’s imple

mentation, a University Sustainability Council of 
students, faculty, and staff was created “to advise 
the Office of the President and the campus com
munity,” Mote said in the e-mail.

The university will also unveil two green 
buildings later this fall: The John S. and James L. 
Knight Hall, housing the Philip Merrill College 
of Journalism; and South Campus Commons 
7, an apartment-style
dorm. Both meet 
LEED green building 
certification and are 
awaiting official recog
nition upon comple
tion. The U.S. Green 
Building Council des
ignates both new and 
existing buildings with 
Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design identification.

Most recendy, the university won the par
ticipation category of the America’s Greenest 
Campus contest Oct. 14 with 2,257 members 
pledging to reduce their environmental impact.

Campus coordinator Joanna Calabrese 
said recruiting through classes and student 
groups was not very difficult.

“It was just a matter of pulling togeth
er the coalition of green groups on campus,” 
about 10 groups in total, said Calabrese, a se

"It was just a matter of pull
ing together the coalition of 
green groups on campus."

Joanna Calabrese

nior environmental science and policy major 
and director of environmental affairs in the stu
dent government.

Students, faculty, staff, and administration 
participated by calculating and pledging to reduce 
their carbon footprint on Climate Change, a Web 
site offering individual sustainability advice, which 
sponsored the contest along with the nonprofit 

clean-energy company 
Smart Power.

UMCP had 
impressive member
ship compared to its 
competition. Second- 
place George Mason 
University had 1,930 
participants, while 
University of Mas
sachusetts Amherst 

came in third with 1,018 participants.
“We wanted to foster pride that our uni

versity is a green campus,” Calabrese said.
Rio Salado College in Tempe, Ariz., won 

for reducing its carbon footprint by 4.4 percent 
with 524 participating members during the 
contest’s seven-month span. Those participating 
for UMCP reduced their collective carbon foot
print by 1.29 percent in that same time.

Calabrese said the contest “was a good 
foundation to pave the way” for individual sus

tainability. “It makes people feel proud of the 
fact that they can go green,” she said.

Winners received a $5,000 grant from the 
U.S. Department of Energy to put toward sustain
able efforts on campus. Maryland’s prize money 
will go to the Student Sustainability Committee, 
part of the Student Government Association.

Calabrese said the committee has been 
very busy promoting sustainability efforts re
cently, including making university events such 
as SGA’s annual Crab Fest, held on Oct. 22 this 
year, waste-free.

“We teach attendees to compost their 
waste,” Calabrese said. The committee hopes 
to extend the zero-waste initiative to catered 
events at the university, she said.

Calabrese added that the committee is 
working on eliminating the sale of bottled water 
on campus by installing water filters and plan
ning for Earth Day events on McKeldin Mall.

Mote is one of 654 presidents to sign the 
American College and University President’s 
Climate Commitment. Drafted in 2007, the 
commitment emphasizes the role of college and 
university campuses in global warming and out
lines what campuses should do to reduce their 
carbon footprint.

Information about other sustainability issues on 
campus is available atwww.sustainability.umd.edu. *
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R.E.S.P.E.C.T., find out 
what it means.

Students have rights and responsibilities. Some of that respon
sibility involves adhering to the policies put forth by the administra
tion. We have dropped the ball and are now faced with being given a 
much larger and greasier ball to hold onto.

A lack of respect has saturated the student body that will result 
in new security policies. These new security policies will result in less

__ privacy and freedom for stu
dents on campus. Bag checks

THE ISSUE: are already allowed; soon our
Lack of communication own cavalier attitude will

OUR VIEW: cause a strict smoking ban,
Solidarity can solve this and if we are incapable of de-

veloping respect for our su
periors and the security force

they govern, then we should all go back to grade school and learn to 
share again too.

Part of the problem is a lack of communication between ad
ministration and students. There is a definite need for a young voice 
to step up to the plate and vocalize the concerns of students to the 
Board of Trustees. Progression is needed to succeed, and other colleg
es have developed a position for a student trustee. This kind of posi
tion would enable new or young students to bring their concerns into 
the view of administration members.

We need a strong voice to present the thoughts of students to 
the people with power. We need students to be informed of their 
chances to affect the future of their college and their fellow students.

These issues are not wholly the students’ fault. Lately NMC Secu
rity has been slacking on their official duties. Smoking policies are 
ill enforced, shady characters are snooping around campus, and hazy 
gray areas have been hovering over the definition of solicitation.

In the September security log, there were two reports of stalk
ing, one report of vehicular assault and one hit-and-run incident. We 
believe students should be well informed about these crimes, but stu
dents are left to sift through rumors and vague e-mails to discern how 
safe we are on campus.

Smokers are supposed to stand fifteen feet from any building 
entrance while smoking, but most attempts by Security to enforce 
this are scoffed at. Security needs to stop being so soft on us students. 
We’re not saying break out the Taser, but show us some backbone so 
we can show some respect. Inform us on what kind of dangers we 
face on campus so we can complete the cycle of information and help 
Security with leads on other dangers. JACOB BAILEY

Press Managing Editor

NON, ALL5EEM6 
HOPELESS! RESCUE

LOPQ WE HAVE 
FOULED W?

beautiful
PLANET1

X
PlM,

CLEARWATER! NATURE. 
R&T0REPTOITS

eLowouS 
ft DALANCE!

GRlKtfSCW
RXIXJ

OK'. I’LL CLEAN 
UPYCUR MESS!

lNRETORN,YOUHAVETO 
STOP MANNS MONET AT 
THE EXPENSE OF THE 

ENVIRON
MENT!

HUH?

THAT’S NOT , 
KONOMiCAUY 

FEASIBLE!

Shield law tested in Illinois
Several weeks ago, the White Pine Press ran an editorial on the 

Free Flow of Information Act, a proposed federal shield law for jour
nalists, which would protect them from being forced to reveal their 
sources or be jailed.

In late October, an excellent test case came to the court’s atten
tion in Illinois. For over a decade, journalism students at North
western University have been involved with the Medill Innocence 
Project, scrutinizing the work of police and prosecuters. Now, Cook 
County prosecutors have subpoenaed not only the students’ notes 
and sources, but their grades, grading criteria, class syllabus, expense 
reports and email messages.

Prosecutors seem to be implying that the students’ grades are de
pendent on the results of their Medill efforts (over the years their in
vestigations have uncovered 11 wrongful convictions on death row), 
and further that the students are not journalists, but investigators, 
and therefore not subject to the Illinois shield law.

Professional journalism organization are standing by the students’ 
right to privacy and journalistic protection, and so does the White 
Pine Press WPP EDITORIAL BOARD

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts let
ters to the editor from members of the col
lege and community. Letters should be less 
than 400 words, typewritten, and signed 
with your name, address and phone number. 
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, 
spelling and length. Opinions expressed are 
not necessarily those of The White Pine 
Press staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press 
Letters to the Editor 
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686 

BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 

BY FAX: (231)995-2110
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Do you recycle? Why or why not?
"No! No idea."

MATT ROHLAND, 19,
Maritime

"No. Waste of time.

RON SMITH, 19,
Business

"No! Unless it's 
convenient."

TREY LEPPINE, 18,
Psychology

"Yes! Pop cans and 
plastic bottles, 
because it's good."

JOELIA LEWIS, 18,
Sociology

"No! Never got around 
to it. I want to!"

NATE BRI AN AS, 19,
Maritime

"Sorta, back at home! 
Plastic bottles at 
school."

AUSTIN
BLACKSTONE, 20,
Business

"Yes! Good 
for the
environment."

JUSTIN 
REINERT, 21,
Marine Engineer

I LAURA EARLE
Press Staff Writer

Vaccinate when pigs fly
Walk through any building on campus nowadays and 

you’ll hear the echo of hundreds of coughs, sneezes and 
sniffles. There’s no denying it — cold and flu season is of
ficially here.

As you all know, health officials have declared this 
round of the sniffles to be exceptionally dangerous. The 
H1N1 virus (or “swine flu”), declared a pandemic by the 
World Health Organization this past June, has been ram
pant this fall. Countless schools - including Traverse City 
Area Public Schools - have been closed for a week, due 
to a quarter of the system’s students falling ill. Although 
Northwestern Michigan College remains open, the school 
board has asked college faculty to monitor their students 
and ask any student who exhibits flu symptoms to go 
home and remain there until they feel better.

The hundreds of confirmed and potential H1N1 cases 
in the area have compelled many to get immunized. As 
of now, two forms of the vaccine exist: a nasal spray and 
a shot. Children, young adults, pregnant women and 
healthcare personnel are strongly encouraged to receive the 
immunization. The vaccine was available at select health cen
ters and schools across town earlier in October, but the supply 
quickly diminished. The next shipment is due in November.

Although the H1N1 vaccine is a breakthrough in the 
fight against influenza, it, like every vaccine, comes with a 
list of potential side effects, which a small percentage of the 
immunized will experience. Mild side effects are the most 
common - these include pain and swelling at the site of the 
vaccination, muscle pain, nausea, chills and other mild flu 
symptoms. Typically, these symptoms disappear within sev
eral days.

However, certain other adverse side effects have been 
reported, and they are much more serious. A fraction of 
a percentage of those immunized showed signs of neuro
logical damage within days of receiving their vaccination. 
The most notable neurological condition diagnosed was

Press lllustration/RICHARD GAVITT

Guillain Barre syndrome, or GBS. GBS is an autoim
mune disorder that can lead to either partial or complete 
paralysis. Several hundred people who received the swine 
flu vaccination during the virus’s last outbreak in 1976 
contracted GBS and were monitored closely. Some of the 
individuals recovered, some did not. Around three per
cent eventually died of complications re
lating to the disease.

So, judging by what we 
know of the H-1N1 virus, is 
getting immunized real
ly, truly worth it? That’s 
a tough call. Sure, swine 
flu is nasty - who wants to 
spend a week (or longer) 
lying in bed with a fever,
aching, coughing and throw
ing up? Not me, that’s for sure. So why 
not get the vaccine?

Despite how widespread H1N1 is today, the 
mortality rate is still very low - in fact, it’s less 
than one percent. And, according to statistics, so 
is the chance of experiencing adverse side ef
fects, such as GBS, from the vaccine. It boils 
down to two courses of action, each with 
its own risk. You could either a) not get 
the vaccine and risk dying of influenza 
(although the chances of this are very 
low), or b) get immunized, and risk 
severe, possibly permanent nerve 
damage, perhaps for the rest
of your life (the chances 
of this happening are 
equally low).

Personally, I’d 
rather not get vacci

nated. The vaccine puts the health of one’s nervous system 
in jeopardy, and that just seems like too much to risk while 
fighting the flu. I am more than willing to spend a week or 
two sick with the flu bug, hoping for the best, since that 
seems to be the only other option. No one should feel ob
ligated to receive a vaccine with side
effects that--------- *'---------------c

«
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LEFT, STREET DRUM CORPS presented BANG! Octo
ber 30 at Milliken Auditorium. Punk percussionists Nikki 
G, Justin Imamura, and Chris Pounders performed an in
tense show using unexpected objects like kitchenware 
and garbage cans.

BELOW, COMICS A Softer World (lower left) is copyright 
Emily Horne and Joey Comeau, www.asofterworld.com. 
Pun Times (lower right) is created by White Pine Press 
cartoonist and illustrator Richard Gavitt.

Pun Times
Hey. how was your 

vacation in the Bahamas?

Everything was great 
until I rode the Jetski

Why’s that bad?

It wasn’t a shark.
It was a dolphin.
IT-

Life without a purpose
Why's that? -

I saw a fin popping out of ’ 
the water near a swimer 
and I thought it was a 

shark, so I hit it. 
i Z-' fc -«) M
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Videogames: Art, or
Literature?

I PETER EBY
Press Staff Writer

Press lllustration/RICHARD GAVITT

The debate has raged on in nerdy internet forums for sev
eral years. Can videogames be art? No, at least not yet. Look 
at how art is critiqued and compare it to common videogame 
critique. Art critique analyzes the style of the piece, the meth
ods used, and, most importantly, the implied message. Video- 
game critique often reads like a checklist — focusing on a few 
key points: Graphics, Gameplay (how the controls feel, how 
fon the game is), Sound, and Replay Value, or what treats they 
offer to bait you into playing the game again. While games 
may be reviewed based partially on how visually impressive 
they may be, they are certainly not judged in the same way a 
painting or a sculpture may be. This is because the idea of art 
often con tradicts the idea of a game.

Art is an almost entirely controlled medium. The view
er may not alter the work, lest it become something differ
ent altogether. The concept of a game is that it may be played 
(within rules) and interacted with as such. You may never 
control the Mona Lisa, but you will always be able to control 
Gordon Freeman of Half-Life or the Master Chief of Halo. 
This idea of control makes it extremely difficult to inject 
art into games. A game developer may create surreal, 
thought-provoking scenarios, but unless the gamer can 
powerfully interact with such things, it is merely an in
game movie. Videogames are just too free to be viewed 
(at least entirely) as works of art. Not only that, but 
the budget for most games is huge. Many developers 
cannot afford to risk alienating their audience (their 
income) by using risque and unique artistic imagery.

Games such as Bioshock really push the argument 
to the limits. Bioshock not only offered horrifying dys
topian visuals of a subterranean society; it also incor
porated a deeper message about control. This message
was even visible in the gameplay as a sort of odd way to ex
plain why you follow each objective you are given. Okami is 
another game used in the argument. It used beautiful visuals 
that were heavily inspired by the Japanese sumi-e brush paint
ing style. While the graphics were beautiful, they were not used 
to express any major message - rather, they were used to styl
ize the game. That’s why they have elements of art, but are not 
art altogether. Perhaps it would be best not to compare video- 
games to art but to instead compare them to literature.

Every game has some semblance of a story. Some are en
tirely story-based. Still, videogames do not support narrative 
elements nearly as well as actual literature. Maybe it would be 
best to put videogames into it’s own category as a medium.

After all, they don’t completely fit into the molds of art or 
literature. Rather, videogames use elements of both. Those ele
ments are then balanced against the heavy weight of gameplay. 
Consistently, what is viewed as most important for videogames 
is not narrative or art style, but rather the simplest thing: Fun. 
If the game is a lot of fon, then it gets a good score and hope
fully gets recognized by buyers. Implicit messages and thrilling 
narratives remain as icing on the cake.

SCOTT RELL
Press Staff Writer

Indeed the debate has gone on about whether or not video 
games can be art, but mainly between gamers who think that 
games can be art, ahd gamers that just don’t care about the topic

and would like to get on with their game.
I believe that games can be art because of technologi
cal advances allowing developers to better tell a story and 
make a game playable.

Art is a public profession. An artist paints a picture 
to put it on display to show to an audience. The audi

ence observes the painting, interprets it, and gives feed
back to the artist. A video game goes through the same 

process. Developers work to create the game to distribute among 
the masses. The masses buy play and give feedback to the devel
opers and friends.

The storytelling in games has evolved into something un
like anything seen in any medium before. Players interact with this 
world that the developers have created. These worlds have charac
ter and personality that function to create a unique experience no 
human being will ever be able to feel in their lifetime. Develop
ers create characters with which players can interact, worlds that 
can be explored, and players can do things that are beyond normal 
human capacity.

Video games have the ability to tell stories in a variety of differ
ent ways. The game Half-Life 2 has the story happening around 
players. Other games, like Mass Effect, have players altering the 
story, bending it with their decisions. It’s this new style of author
ship that has helped games become what they are today. Most 
games have linear story lines, but still games offer choice to the 
player. Uncharted 2 has an amazing story and presents the players 
with different scenarios, enabling them to choose from many paths. 
It’s this authorship that can drastically change up gameplay.

If art is an expression, whether it is a story, a song, or a paint
ing, video games fit the bill. Video games can tell a story, portray 
it beautifully, and still be a lot of fun to play. Being that art is open 
to the public, it is open to interpretation. Many works of art have 
been misinterpreted by its public, and even by its government. 

Countless songs have been taken to court because of a simple
misunderstanding. Many games today have messages in them, 
some strong some subtle. Bioshock had strong messages about 
control and authority while a game like Shadow of the Colos
sus had subtle messages about sacrifice. However, these mes
sages can be interpreted many different ways. Which, in a 
way, also makes games a sort of art.

Video games get such a bad rap because they’re the 
new kids on the block. It’s like how people reacted to rock 

and roll back in the days of Elvis. Admittedly, most games 
are violent and have become the new punching bag for

children acting up. However, even though games like
Gears of War have players chain-sawing aliens in half, 

they still have a story motivating them to do so.
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Take chances 
with your silly

I have a friend who is super playful and silly. She is 
not afraid to say outlandish things, start water fights 
or get her friends to run around wearing leotards and 
feather boas in public. I love being around her. Some
times my face turns red at her forwardness, but I have 
come to understand that this due to my own belief that 
I don’t have permission to be so free.

HERE AND 
THERE
I AMANDA CAMPBELL

Press Staff Columnist

I have wondered what really happens in the change 
from being young and experiencing “childlike innocence,” 
to being “mature” and so feeling the need to be serious 
in order to be respected. Why does being mature seem 
to equate to a lack of freedom to show our joy for life 
through silly playfulness?

The other day, I allowed the more courageous part of my
self to overcome me, and I skipped from my car up to the gro
cery store door. It felt good. I’ll admit that I wondered for a 
moment if anyone was observing me in judgment, but 
quickly decided not to care. As I entered the store
- walking rather than skipping — I wondered 
how I could incorporate more playfulness into 
my life.

Press lllustration/MELISSA HOOVER

ACROSS
1 Heats a bit 
6 Movie music 

11 Cigar residue
14 Like loud crowds
15 “Family Matters” 

nerd Steve
16 “I like '50s 

campaign slogan
17 Striding 

self-confidently
19 Blender setting
20 Having sufficient 

skill
21 No-brainer 

college course
22 Lamp-to-plug link
23 God of thunder 
25 Short races 
27 It’s a virtue, so

they say
31 iTunes download
32 Midterms, e.g.
33 Emitted a 

delighted sigh
35 Beaver or boater
38 Tick off
39 Paid to play
40 Repeat’s jargon
41 Condescending 

cluck
42 Climbing tool for 

frozen surfaces
43 TV host Philbin
44 About, in a 

memo
46 Words while 

delivering a 
blow

48 Team 
supporters, 
collectively

51 Hobbling gait
52 Tiny pond plant
53 Aired, as a TV 

show
55 Wolf’s shelter
59 Dry gently, as 

tears
60 Enjoying an 

extravagant 
existence

62 Brit, record co.
63 “Maria__

1940s song
64 Kitchen 

tearjerker
65 Pooch
66 ’50s Ford flop
67 Part of a Santa 

costume

I certainly have a great teacher for that.
My daughter, being a child still free to be 
as silly and playful as she wants to be, of
fers an infinite number of opportunities 
for me to join in on the silliness. There 
are so many of these moments when I 
choose to be serious instead. In fact, I no
tice that anxiety and stress can really take 
over at times when I am not choosing to 
surrender to her silly playfulness.

This brought me to another reflection: 
what are the benefits of being silly or play
ful? I have experienced great differences 
between being silly and being serious when 
it comes to my daughter, but also in other 
relationships. When delicate matters arise, 
there is the opportunity for me to be seri
ous, fearful, controlling or I can merge 
with the perspective of playfulness.

During adult conversations, silli
ness may not be the answer (since your 
boss may not appreciate you doing the 
monkey dance to get her in a better 
mood). However, choosing a light and 
playful tone may disengage you from 
a potentially stressful and heavy out
come. In these examples, we can see 
that choosing playfulness can be as 
beneficial to our relationships as it is 

for our stress levels!
I don’t know about you, but 

laughing hysterically is one 
of the very best 

forms of ther
apy. I often 
find myself 
refreshed

and creatively inspired after a 
good laugh. It’s as though 1 have 

pressed the reset button and have be
come both more relaxed and more 
energized. This may be due to the 
release of those yummy endorphins 
during the experience of laughter! I 
also remember having read once that 
laughing increases the oxygen flow 

to the brain and lowers blood 
pressure. More, please!

One piece of advice 
that I found for adding 

more silly playfulness 
into life is from Mary 

Jaksch, in her article,
“How to Recover the 

Fun of Playfulness,” www. 
goodlifezen.com/2007/12/09/the- 

tao-of-play/): “get rid of your good
reputation [.. .by doing] something ab

surd.” Mary also reminds us that during 
laughter we “forget ourselves” and that this ex

perience is a “spiritual state of being.” She is right.
To me, the fear that we will look stupid if we engage
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DOWN
1 Muted trumpet 

sound
2 Mideast native
3 Dice throw
4 Provide a 

schedule slot 
(for)

5 Indian title
6 Crop yielding a 

common 
sweetener

7 PC monitors
8 Gives the nod to
9 Went off the 

wagon, e.g.
10 Right-angled pipe
11 Shooting for the 

stars
12 Mini, midi or 

maxi
13 Whammies
18 Casino sign gas 
22 Finish in front 
24 “For__a jolly ...”
26 Towel holder
27 Saucy
28 Graph's x or y
29 Carrying on 

conceitedly
30 Bother big-time 
34 Six-sided
36 Nike competitor

11/16/09
Saturday’s Puzzle Solved

37 Try out
39 Game in which 

“bullets” can be 
whatever card 
you decide

40 747, for one
42 Nest egg 

component, for 
short

43 Sleep lab 
acronym

45 Org. with dribblers

(c)2009 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 11/

47 Crowned 
checker

48 Washed-out
49 San Antonio 

mission
50 Gutter sites
54 Trig function
56 La Scala solo
57 Operatic prince
58 Tear apart
60 Filmmaker Spike
61 Soft toss

in silly playfulness /to^frequires a lot of energy. When 
I watch my daughter and other children (and my silly, 
playful, adult friend) play, it seems natural and effortless! 
Being comfortable enough in your own skin to be playful 
or silly shows emotional intelligence, rather than stupidity.
It seems that it’s well worth taking the risk to be silly and 
playful. Therefore, I propose that we change the belief that 
being an adult requires us to be so serious, so often. I pro
pose that we decide that we get to be free to enjoy life and in 
doing so, engage in silly playfulness. Best of Luck!

Get Paid for 
Being Creative!

We need:
• Webmaster 

• News Writers
• Feature Writer

• Graphic Designers
• Photograghers

Stop by the office in the lower level of 
West Hall and pick up an application.

Or Call 995-1 573; 
email whitepinepress@gmail.com
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Hot for teacher
All right people, lets go to the honesty zone: everyone 

has crushed on a teacher at some point in life. Don’t deny 
it, you know you were attracted to a teacher at some point 
in your education. Maybe it was a middle school teacher 
that you pledged to forever love. Maybe your PE teach-

DONT DO IT 
IN THE DARK

■
 ALEXANDER BRAND
Press News Editor

er with the Greek-god complex was your crush. For me, it 
was an English professor I had at my former college. Now, 
she was brilliant and captivated me with her every word de
scribing the proper way to form an essay, but I never once 
acted upon my attraction. But this is not always the way it 
goes when a student is attracted to a teacher, or vice-versa.

It is not uncommon in society to hear about a faculty 
member being romantically involved with a student and 
the chaos that follows. A relationship between a student 
and teacher has led to the end of many careers in educa
tion, yet some have formed their relationship outside of 
the classroom after the student has graduated and lived 
quite happily. So, let’s get down to the real issue: is it all 
right to be romantically involved with a teacher?

Most colleges have policy regarding teachers dating 
students, and more than likely you will find that it pro
hibits this behavior. Often, this policy prohibits teachers 
dating their own students, yet does not prohibit teachers 
dating students that are not their own.

At NMC, the rules are as follows from Staff Policy

D-506.01, section 4: “Employees are strongly discouraged 
from participating in a consensual romantic or sexual rela
tionship with another employee whom they supervise. No 
employee shall participate in a consensual romantic or sex
ual relationship with a student about whom the employee 
makes academic, employment, or other decisions.”

If breaking or bending the rules is not an issue for 
your relationship, consider this: some students or faculty 
may view your relationship as sexual harassment. Rumors 
will fly that good grades are being promised in exchange 
for certain bedroom favors. Also, your new boyfriend or 
girlfriend may want to go out with their friends, who will 
most likely be other faculty members at the college. So, 
not only are you now dealing with your teacher, you may 
be forced to interact outside of the classroom with more 
of your professors. Yes folks, this may get messy.

But, if bending the college’s rules, facing possi
ble claims of sexual harassment, and hanging out with 
your professors during your downtime isn’t an issue, 
then consider this: if this relationship fails, are
you prepared to see your former boyfriend or 
girlfriend on campus for the next few years?
Unless you opt to tranfer to a new school, 
chances are you will be forced to interact 
with your former significant other.

I am not condemning teacher-stu
dent relationships; I believe peo
ple should be free to find happiness 
wherever they choose to. There have
been cases where these relationships have 
formed a life-long commitment full of love and 
joy. But I cannot condone these relationships ei

ther. If you do decide to start dating one of your profes
sors, be well aware of current policy and know the risks 
and challenges you may face. In the end, it may be worth 
it to just wait until you graduate before sparking the fires 
of passion with a professor. Ultimately it’s your decision, 
but do your best to consider all factors and risks with 
dating faculty members.

Frankfort’s first annual local film festival
I scon PELL

Press Staff Writer

During the weekend of October 23-25, Frankfort held its 
first film festival at the downtown Garden Theater. Among the 
competitors was former NMC student Stephen Pell.

“Movies are storytelling in a high form,” says Stephen, dis
cussing his love of film.

During his time at NMC, Stephen took many writing 
courses and originally intended to become a novelist. Dur
ing the summer of 2007, he was asked to take over the media 
department of a summer camp he was involved with. This in
spired Stephen to become a filmmaker.

Stephen graduated from NMC in 2007 with an associate’s 
degree, and later moved to Grand Rapids in early 2008, where 
he would eventually begin his career as a filmmaker by joining 
the Compass Film Academy, which takes about twenty stu
dents per year. Stephen and Ross Vande Waa, the producer of 
the film, were showcasing their short film, The Commandant at 
the Frankfort Film Festival.

“It was November when Stephen and I were paired up to be 
writing partners,” said Ross, who saw Compass Film Academy 
as an opportunity.

Ross has always appreciated films and their ability to tell 
a story and plans to become an independent producer and is 
looking to own a production company.

The Commandant is a movie about two Russian soldiers 
trapped behind enemy lines with a wounded Command
ing Officer and, to make matters worse, the enemy is clos
ing in on their location. One soldier thinks that it would 
be better for them to leave the CO for dead, while the 
other tries to devise a way to keep him alive and get him 
back home safely.

Rick Schmitt, the new owner of the Garden Theater 
contacted Stephen after he read an article in a Traverse City 
publication reporting the Audience Choice Award that the 
film won at the Grand Rapids Film Festival in late August.

The Garden Theater has a story similar to that of the 
State Theater here in Traverse City. Built in 1923, the Gar
den Theater was a centerpiece for downtown Frankfort. 
However, it fell into disrepair in the 1980s. In 2008, Rick 
Schmitt, his wife, another couple, and volunteers from 
around town worked to refurbish the collapsing theater.

The Commandant will be showing on November 10 at 
the Maple Art Theater in Bloomfield Hills, as part of the 
Third Annual Michigan Filmmakers Night, presented by 
Nu Wave Films.

%
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.. .This was it? New on DVD

1 MELODY SHAW
Press Staff Writer

These are the last images we’ll have of the King 
of Pop: a white fedora tipped slightly to the side, 
taped fingers twitching with rhythm, the silver 
shoes that glide across the stage so quickly it seems 
your eyes have gotten away from you.

The true trademark however‘of Michael Jackson 
is something that has grown stronger and burned 
more fiercely as time has passed. Sad, mourn
ful eyes that peer over dark sunglasses. Eyes 
that portray everything a masked face is 
meant to hide. These eyes tell a story
of sadness and will forever penetrate 
the wall of reality to pierce through 
the musical world.

At the age of fifty, he still could 
belt out “Beat It,” and easily re
hearse the kick and spin from 
“Billie Jean.” His capacity to 
not only hear the tone and 
rhythm, but to truly feel 
it is unparalleled, and wit
nessing his ability sets feet 
tapping.

That being said, the 
movie itself was shame
ful, a last-minute piece 
thrown together to console 
fans who weren’t ready to 
say goodbye to MJ. With 
so many people buying 
tickets and merchandise in 
preparation for his fare
well tour, there was a void 
needing to be filled in dis
appointed fans. Although 
the music industry filled 
it, they should have waite 
- the movie, with patience 
and time, could have done 
a better job of living up to 
the mystique of a star.

■ - .

The Ugly Truth
Abby, played by Katherine Heigl, is an uptight 

morning show producer whose standards of men 
and love are too “high.” Mike, played by Ge
rard Butler, is a chauvinistic, womanizing, some
times perverted man who doesn’t believe in love. 
Both are stubborn and think that they are right 
when it comes to relationships. Abby agrees to 
do things Mike’s way to land her dream man, but 
when things work according to plan both Abby 
and Mike are left wondering if this is what they

wanted. Both Butler and Heigl are stunning, in looks and with 
their acting! This movie is funny and almost heart-warming, but 
what happens so often with romantic comedies—the ugly truth 
is—it just doesn’t sparkle. This is disappointing because the acting 
talents of Butler and Heigl are wasted. If you’re a fan of either of 
these actors you will probably like it, but if you are a fan of great 
movies don’t bother renting The Ugly Truth.

Rated R for sexual content and language.

Starting out as a cute, curly-headed, little boy 
with an amazing voice, he rounded out The Jack- 
son 5. With the help of his brothers, Jackson be
came a household name. By the time the 80s rolled 
around, Michael Jackson was producing albums 
such as Thriller, which housed “Beat It” and “Bil
lie Jean.” He was also putting jazz, hip-hop, and 

something out-of-this world into the 
choreography when he coined the 
moonwalk. As time passed his art re

mained golden and Michael 
Jackson has been the 

performer and art
ist setting the bar 
for all hoping to 

dip a toe into the 
entertainment in

dustry.
Bands have tried,

and failed, to re-make 
his music. The day Alien 

Ant Farm released their 
version of “Smooth Crimi

nal,” was the day they nailed
the coffin shut on their musi

cal career. To hear that Thriller 
intro, and not hear MJ’s voice 

follow leaves a bad taste in my mouth
and makes me feel as though I need to 

cleanse my musical pallet.
It would have been nice to see more of the 
past, more of the building blocks that cre

ated this unbelievable, undeniable, un
beatable legacy; rather than creating 

sadness with his last frail days, after 
the wear and tear of life brought 

him down to the worst of what 
t his career was. To experience 
Ijjfe. Michael Jackson in all of 
HL his glory, to see his ge- 

HL nius before: time, in- 
dustry and life took 
its toll, I would 
suggest skipping 
the heartbreak of 
a frail ghost and 
remember him in 
the prime of his ca
reer. This Is It was 
far from It.

Don't Miss This
The Men Who Stare at Goats

Ewan McGregor plays Bob Wilton, a reporter in Iraq whose mar
riage has failed. Bob meets Lyn Cassady, played by George Clooney, 
a guy who just might give him the story of a lifetime. Cassady dis
closes that he is a former member of the U.S. Army’s First Earth Bat
talion, a unit that employs paranormal powers in their missions. In 
the words of Cassady, they are Jedi warriors.

Besides McGregor and Clooney, this movie is full of many other 
great actors such as Kevin Spacey, Jeff Bridges, Steven Lang, Ste
phen Root and Robert Patrick. The Men Who Stare at Goats appears 
to be funny and somewhat original. I would love to say that I have 
never been foiled by a well-put-together movie trailer, but sadly, 
this is not the case. So my advice is to be cautious of this seemingly 
funny movie.

The Men Who Stare at Goats starts November 6.
Rated R for language, some drug content and brief nudity.

State of Things
November 9 through 15 the State Theatre will be showing three 

announced movies. On November 9, Prescription Drug Abuse and 
Overdose Films featuring Munson Behavioral Health and Project 
Lazarus will be showing at 6:00 pm and is free to the community.

On Wednesday November 11 they will show the John Steinbeck 
classic Lifeboat; the movie is a matinee and is scheduled to start at 
11:00 am, with a 25-cent admission price.

Saturday’s movie is The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, which is 
scheduled to start at 10:00 am.

The New Movie for this week is as of yet unannounced.
November 16 through 21 the State Theatre has a string of classics and 

Anniversary specials. In honor of their 1939 Anniversary week they are 
showing The Wizard of Oz on November 17, and then the lineup of clas
sics on November 18 include; Of Mice and Men at 11:00 am, Wuthering 
Heights at 1:30 pm and /A? Hound of the Baskervilles at 8:45 pm. On No
vember 19 Gone With the VLzWwiil be showing at 1:00 and 6:00 pm.

The movie An Education will begin November 20 and run 
through the next week. The story follows Jenny, an Oxford student 
who falls for a much older man and learns some interesting lessons 
picked up along the way. The times for this movie are 1:00, 3:00, 
5:00, 7:00 and 9:00 pm.

*»



November 5, 2009
WHITE PINE PRESS ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 1 3

Wrestling Moves: An 
Album Review (MELODY SHAW

Press Staff Writer

Melody's Melodies

Foo Fighters
The Pretender
Echoes, Silence, Patience & Grace

Cobain lives on through David Grohl’s 
growling refusal to be defeated in this 
song, demanding answers to a question 
only he knows the answer to.

Common
Universal Mind Control
Universal Mind Control (Explicit)

Common has a way of mixing simple, 
repetitive beats with simple lyrics; that 
shouldn’t work, but it does. I like listen
ing to his songs; they’re the kind that 
you could “strike a pose” to.

The Killers
Joy Ride
Day & Age

So true. Sometimes, when everything is 
out of control, and falling apart, the best 
thing to do...is joy ride.

Native first started making noise with their self- 
released EP in 2008 We Delete; Erase, and have since 
been touring relendessly across the country growing 
more popular with their inventive sound, crashing 
drums, poetic lyrics (if you can understand them), in
tricate guitar tapping patterns, lively sing along, and 
incredibly energetic live performances. Since then, 
Native has signed with Sargent House, an indie-rock 
label giant, home to names such as Russian Circles, 
These Arms Are Snakes,
Maps & Adases to name 
a few, and have been 
working hard to put out 
their new album, Wres
tling Moves. Speaking on 
behalf of Native fans ev
erywhere, we could not 
be more excited.

The first song on the album, “Backseat Crew,” 
gives a fair example of exactly what Native sounds 
like. Heavy delay-pedal work, followed by drums 
that break down the barriers between indie-rock and 
hardcore, followed by an explosion of huge guitar 
chords (if you ever get a chance to see their amplifi
er rig and light set-up, the word “explosion” isn’t too 
far off the mark), thundering bass lines, and Bobby 
Markos’ trademark yell. The album never slows, each 
song segueing perfectly into the next, each push
ing onward into powerful displays of mind-boggling 
musicianship. In the marooned, growling bass line 
and group sing-along in the last seconds of the title 
track “Wrestling Moves,” the albums power culmi
nates, creating a work that not only does a superb 
job of recreating the force of a live show, but proves 
that they have successfully made the transition from 
a struggling local band from Indiana to a band that 
has clearly not only invented, but mastered their

own unique twist on today’s indie scene.
Native’s sound seems to have matured over years 

of traveling the States; shifting away from their 
pop-ier, (not “pop” in the conventional sense, but 
you’ll understand if you ever put the two albums 
side-by-side), slightly more light-hearted songs of 
We Delete; Erase, to a considerably heavier, darker 
tone, more akin to their friends, Grand Rapids lo
cals such as La Dispute and Victor! Fix the Sun.

In essence, Native’s full-length debut does not 
disappoint. They have created an album of unstop
pable proportions, the kind of album you can’t 
stop listening to once you start, all four members 
playing together with a kind of chemistry and raw 
power that hasn’t been felt or heard in a long time.

If you are a fan or feel like you want to check out 
Native, you will want to know that they are playing 
in Kalamazoo with label mates Russian Circles on De
cember 9th.

Bring this ad to Cafe CREMA and claim your free 
large cup of coffee with NMC id. Whatever your 
roast •••• its all organic and fair trade.

Power Up
Tap into our free uber-fast Wi-Fi.

Open Mic Night
Stop by Mondays from 4:30 to 7 PM 
(voices and instruments welcome!).

JrOlHA,
! Downtown or. the corner of Front & Park
23M2J-JAVA (5282) i www.crematc.com

t'Moita City Scot’s T#e Soxwtt.'M, UtOs. BiXsd troorfs, 6wx)Kfet><u> Pfeut, artitmt'

Latin Dance Night
Stop by Wednesdays from 4:30 to 7 PM for Latin dance 
night with free lessons and demonstrations.

Get Your Java On -

f REE at Cafe CREMA!

Something Corporate
Me and The Moon
North

There’s just something about those al- 
most-emo lyrics and piano chords that are 
oh-so-familiar. Before Andrew Mcmahon 
was blue over Jack’s Mannequin he was a 
little more corporate.

Alexi Murdoch
Orange Sky
Four Songs

No matter where or when I hear this 
song, it reminds me of my brother.
This song is one that grabs on to your gut 
and squeezes, until tears well up and spill 
down your cheeks.

20% Off first cut
ckemical-free zone 

Downtown at Old City Hall 
l6o East State Street 
23I.7O9.OO7O 
Mondays and Wednesdays 
9am to 6pm



November 5, 2009
WHITE PINE PRESS1 4 FEATURE

^bigft^rp
I NORMA JEAN MACNAUGHTON B B Bf >

Press Staff Writer hImb

BARBABA 
KINGSOLVER

For those looking for the next great book, here are a 
couple reviews of up-and-coming novels to read now or 
wait for paperback.

The Lacuna by Barba
ra Kingsolver

Kingsolver returns after 
a nine-year silence with this 
novel questioning the gap 
between what people see 
and what is true. She takes 
us through 1940’s Mexico 
and America with her lead 
character Harrison Shep
herd. Through him we meet

characters of the Revolution such as Frieda Kahlo 
and Diego Riveria. Shepherd then follows Lev 
Trotsky’s lead and throws himself into the turmoil 
of these two countries attempting to identify them
selves. Shepherd is caught up in the midst of gossip, 
hatred and finally stands in revealing the truth be
hind his actions. The novel promises triumph and 
is a must read for Kingsolver fans and newcomers 
alike. The Lacuna hits shelves November 3.

Ford County by John 
Grisham

This book is in short story 
format. Grisham returns to 
the Mississippi he introduced 
in his first novel A Time to 
Kill. He sketches the charac
ters with an impressive hand 
and spans varying stories 
of Ford County’s residents. 
These stories often reveal the 

hilarity and heartbreak of the human condition. 
From a death row inmate to a seemingly docile in
surance data collector plotting to overthrow a ca
sino with his blackjack skills, Grisham examines all 
kinds. The novel has the potential to be spellbind
ing, as long as Grisham veers away from the law 
driven work we’ve read in the past. Ford County ar
rives in bookstores November 3.

Fall to Pieces: A Mem
oir of Drugs, Rock ri 
Roll and Mental Illness 
by Mary Forsberg and 
Larkin Warren 

This is the memoir of 
model Mary Forsberg as she 
chronicles her rise from pov
erty to the prestige of model
ing, and how she fell through

drug abuse. Forsberg reveals her marriage to Scott 
Weiland of the Stone Temple Pilots and how to

John Grisham

Uncharted 2

gether they plunged into heroin addiction. The 
book follows Forsberg through her partying, des
peration, jail and eventually rehab where she be
comes clean. Heartwrenching, human, and honest, 
this book debuts on November 10.

Under the Dome by 
Stephen King

King’s latest book is ru
mored to be very lengthy. 
However, the premise of a 
translucent dome ascend
ing upon the small prov
ince of Chester’s Mill, may 
be original enough to hear
ken readers despite the 
length. The trapped atmo

sphere allows for local politician/drug lord to run 
the town by way of absolute monarchy, and in so 
doing slowly worsen the quality of life within the 
dome. Thus heroes are born out of ordinary towns
people who attempt to find an answer to quandary 
of the dome. The book has a large cast of charac
ters, who will hopefully show depth and not just 
stock responses. My advice is to wait for this to 
come out in paperback, unless you’re a diehard 
King Fan. Regardless, Under the Dome will be avail
able around November 10 in bookstores.

Fly by the Wire: The 
Geese, the Glide and 
the Miracle on the 
Hudson by William 
Langewiesche

The nonfiction account 
of US Airways Airbus 
A320 which collided with 
a flock of geese in Janu- 

- ary. They made a desper
ate, but safe landing in 
the Hudson River. The 

plane was piloted by Chesley Sullenberger, who 
was later credited for his ingenuity in landing. 
Langewiesche’s book, however, delves into the re
ality of whether or not human capability or fresh 
technology was the hero in the landing of A320. 
The book describes the latest developments in 
aviation technology, including that of an engine 
built to resist bird related accidents. Langewi
esche uses journalistic flare to describe the role 
of man within the field of aviation and how it 
could be smaller than we think. Recommended 
for technology and aviation fans alike, this ac
count has the potential to go a little “instruction 
manual” style, but let’s hope not. Fly by the Wire 
arrives on shelves near November 10.

LANGfAVU'SCU/.

FLY BY WIRE
THE GEESE. Tllf.GElDE. 
THE-.MIRACLE" 

ON l’HE IIUISON

I SCOTT PELL
Press Staff Writer

Xbox owners, prepare to be jealous. Uncharted 2 is one of the 
best games you will play this year. The game comes from develop
ers Naughty Dog, who brought us Crash Bandicoot, and the Jak and 
Daxter series. Uncharted2 follows Nathan Drake as he searches for the 
lost fleet of Marco Polo. The game starts players off in a train car dan
gling off the cliff of a mountain. The action doesn’t stop there though; 
throughout the game, players experience it nonstop, with gunfights, 
crazy platforming, mind-bending puzzles and much more.

The game play in Uncharted 2 is vasdy improved over the first install
ment of the series. Gunfights aren’t as drawn out as the first game, and tak
ing cover is smoother. Naughty Dog also improved the control scheme of 
Uncharted\yy implementing a grenade button during firefights. Platform
ing has improved a lot as well, offering vertical cover. The environments 
are designed to encourage players to climb to higher ground rather than 
forcing them to do so. Another noticeable improvement is the ability to 
sneak past enemies. Players can easily start a gunfight, or avoid one. Every 
moment in the game has you doing something new and unique.

I’ve never been one to stress graphics, but this game is simply gor
geous. The use of color in the environments combine to make each se
quence an impressive one. Whether walking through an ancient temple 
or running through the streets of a war-torn city, the level of detail is 
amazing. If the area was flooded with water, the room will show signs 
of water being there. Even the characters are detailed. When characters 
are trudging through deep snow, there will be a buildup of snow on the 
characters’ feet.

The physics play into the environment as well. When Nathan 
Drake is in a hotel that is being demolished by gunfire from a he
licopter, everything will fall and roll accordingly and the game still 
flows smoothly. To accompany this is the best voice acting that 
you’ve ever heard. Every line in the game is delivered with the kind 
of quality that would be expected from a Hollywood movie, and 
each quip is so hilarious and memorable that you’ll actually be quot
ing the game like a timeless movie. An amazing musical score com
pliments the games graphics. The music ties all aspects of the game 
together, which creates an even stronger cinematic effect.

Uncharted 2’s multiplayer mode consists of several competi
tive types along with two other cooperative modes. The competi
tive matches are standard games types, i.e. death match, capture the 
flag, and so forth. However, the unique map design and the ability tc 
climb, jump and use vertical cover offer some interesting gunfights. 
The survival mode is also fresh. Enemies are just as athletic as you 
are, which causes the maps to have no “special place” where players 
can sit tight and get the high score without a scratch.

Uncharted 2 is definitely the game that PS3 owners need to have 
in their library. If you don’t have a PS3, go find someone who does 
and become their best friend. If you consider yourself a gamer, you 
need to play this game. A

Special thanks to Steven Brand for letting me spend a weekend at his 
house to use his PS3 for this review.
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34th Annual Mariners Memorial Service, November 10. The 
memorial service will remember and honor mariners who have 
perished on the Great Lakes and oceans at noon Tuesday, November 
10, in the courtyard of the Great Lakes Maritime Academy at 
NMC’s Great Lakes Campus. . Sponsored by the Student Propeller 
Club, Port 150, of the Great Lakes Maritime Academy. Refreshments 
will be served following the service. For more information, call the 
Great Lakes Maritime Academy at (231) 995-1200.

Stargazing Public Viewing, Friday, November 6 and Saturday, 
November 14. Open to the public 8:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. at the 
Northwestern Michigan College Rogers Observatory, 1753 Birmley 
Road in Traverse City. Souvenirs like a “star finder,” map of the sky, 
will also be available. For information, call NMC (231) 995-2300.

8th Annual Collector Toy Hobby Show, November 7, at Traverse 
City Civic Center, Garfield Road, from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. See 
vehicles all scale- RC Planes, Pedal Cars, Banks, Collector Horses, 
Trains-all gauges, Tin Toys, Model Kits, Hot Wheels, Sports Cards, 
Action Figures, Barbies, Dolls and Bears, Drawing. Demonstrations: 
Hot Wheel Race Track, Train layout, R/C Helicopter. Call (231) 
941-0022 for more information.

Iceman Cometh Challenge, November 7. The Iceman Cometh 
Challenge is a grueling 27-mile off-road bicycle race through the 
Pere Marquette State Forest between Traverse City and Kalkaska. 
Rain, sunshine, sleet, snow or ice- nothing stops this race. Phone: 
(231) 922-5926 for more information or www.iceman.com.

13th Annual Poet’s Night Out, November 8. The 13th Annual 
Poet’s Night Out, a poetry reading at the City Opera House in 
downtown Traverse City located at 106 E. Front Street will take 
place at 7:00 p.m. Admission is $5 for adults and $3 for seniors and 
students. For more information, visit www.poetsnightout.org or 
contact Sandy Robey at (231) 932-8500 or srobey@tadl.org.

Sleeping Beauty, November 14 and 15. The Dance Center Youth 
Ensemble presents, “Sleeping Beauty” at Milliken Auditorium. 
Dennnos Museum Center, Traverse City. Concerts will be held on 
Saturday, November 14, at 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. and on Sunday, 
November 15, at 2:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. Tickets and more 
information are available by calling The Dance Center at (231) 947- 
6820 or online at www.dance-center.net.

Ambassador Michael G. Wygant, November 19. Coinciding with 
this month’s 20th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall, which 
precipitated the demise of the Soviet Union, Ambassador Michael 
G. Wygant will speak on “Russia and the Former Soviet Republics 
in Central Asia” at an International Affairs Forum lecture November 
19. The presentation begins with a reception in the Sculpture Court 
of the Dennos Museum Center at 5:15 p.m., followed at 6:00 p.m. 
by the lecture and a discussion period in Milliken Auditorium. Free 
admission for current educators and NMC students.

The New Whiting

Room Rates: $400-$450/mo. 
Wireless Internet 
All utilities included!
Fully furnished rooms 
Downtown TC 
Month-to-month leasing

231 947 6360
1521/2 E. Front Street 

www.thewhitinghotel.com

Classifieds
Sewing by Nancy, which offers 
alterations, buttons and hems, is 
running a special for the month 
of November - two hems for the 
price of one, and if you bring in 
10 buttons, you'll receive $1 off 
the alteration. Call Nancy at 231- 
944-6423 for more information.

NMC info on the go!

MM
BW Msg

Sign up for Rtert messagingl
1fK Emergency info

7 m( Campus closures
ItsM________________ a

ww.nmc.edu/setfsefwce
JMaOswlIofoL.
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"I TALK TO PUMPKINS, they talk to me," said 
champion pumpkin carver Ed Moody as he dis
played his craft in West Hal! on October 22. The 
gourd he carved for NMC was grown in Clare, 
Michigan, and weighed at least 100 pounds. Moody 
uses no template, creating his unique faces with a 
freehand technique.

One of the pumpkins he carved this fall was an 
1100-pound behemoth that weighed in as the big
gest pumpkin ever grown in the state of Michigan. 
Unfortunately, it was ineligible for the state record, 
as it was damaged by a crack.

You can see more of Moody's work at www. 
pumpkined.com.

FALL 2009 Meeting of the
NMC Student Greens
Tuesday, November 17 2009 
at 6:30 p.m.

Special Guest: Steve Brede 
Steve will talk about his recent solo, 
400-mile canoe voyage around Lake 
Huron and relate it to his Green Values.

The NMC Student Greens is a
grassroots educational group that 
promotes Green Values, such as peace, 
justice, and ecology.

The Traverse Bay Watershed 
Greens is a grassroots action group 
and the third largest political party in 
the U.S.

NMC Student Greens and Traverse Bay 
Watershed Greens (TBWGs) meet jointly 
6:30 p.m on the 3rd Tuesday of the 
month at Horizon Books, Traverse City.

Contact: traversegreen@yahoo.com or 
(231) 392-4462 or migreens.org
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The National College Media Con
vention is always invaluable for the WPP. 
Not only do we get the chance to meet 
other journalism geeks who love the same 
things we do (typography, quotes and 
putting commas in the right place), but 
we get out of our cave office and look at 
our own work with more objective eyes.

One of the greatest features of the 
convention is the long table piled high 
with copies of college newspapers from 
across the country. 20-somethings wan
der the hotel halls, elbows loaded with 
competitors, emulators, and objects of 
jealousy—all on newsprint.

Those stacks of papers are one of our 
greatest resources for new ideas for the 
WPP—and, yes, a boost for our egos 
when we see a pixilated image and think, 
“We would have done that better.”

The session that made the biggest 
impression on me was on multime
dia and online work. Count on the 
fact that when whitepinepress.org goes 
live (and you heard it here first—it will 
soon) you’ll see things like photo slide- 
shows, video reporting and polls; and 
you’ll be able to comment on each and 
eStey story we publish.HHHHHR

tBfll/ey, Press Managing Editor

Austin Texas is known for its music, and 
apparendy its weirdness. On Halloween, 
when any town is prone to chaotic outbursts 
of silliness, Austin truly shone. Every bar had 
a band; every front man had fiery, fret-shred- 
ding fingers. And the hotel was alive with 
truth-seeking journalists ready to cover every 
arpeggioed note. Journalists who were espe
cially fired up because they spent hours lis
tening to experienced news professionals spill 
the beans about how to do it right.

In these seminars young journalists 
learned how to know when their rights had 
been violated, how to sell newspapers and 
how to advance from the dying print form 
into the digital age.

Austin is a bright spot of activity and 
knowledge in the United States. Texas pride 
is ubiquitous in the biggest state of the 
continental U.S.—and things get pretty 
big. I think the whole experience could be 
summed up by the statue of Angelina Eb- 
erly, who fired a cannon to alert the city of 
Austin that Sam Houston was stealing im
portant documents in an attempt to change 
the capital of Texas. Visiting Austin was just 
that; like being fired out of a cannon by a 
nineteenth century buxom woman in order 
to preserve freedom.

Press Photos/JEANETTE HAG

Jeanette cKagfierg,
Press Staff Writer

One of my goals in life is to 
visit as many places and learn as 
much as possible—but to be hon
est, Austin was not at the top of 
my list of destinations. As soon as 
we got downtown my opinion of 
Texas was transformed; I immedi
ately fell in love with the verve of 
Austin. Everything was exciting, 
from the different music styles 
flowing out of venues onto Sixth 
Street to the assortment of peo
ple (many in costume) strolling 
around town. By attending the 
seminars at the conference, I got 
some great ideas for stories and 
learned more about how improve 
the little tiling like headlines 
and captions. I loved having the 
chance to meet new and interest
ing people from college newspa
pers across the country and learn 
about how their publications run. 
I’d be all about going back and 
checking out more of the culture 
and spirit of Austin.

c&idia Vart,

Press Production Manager 
On the flight down to Aus

tin I didn’t know what to expect; 
I had a pair of sunglasses and a 
carry-on bag and was ready for 
anything. When we arrived in 
the city I instandy fell in love. 
Austin had so much to offer, es
pecially on Sixth Street where 
the local music was loud but the 
energy was louder. The vibe gen
erated by the city seemed to tran
scend into the seminars as well, I 
learned so many new innovative 
ideas in design and really got to 
listen and see what professionals 
in news design are doing today. I 
would definitely kick it in Austin 
again and would encourage oth
ers to do the same.

falexan Jer 3ran$,
Press News Editor

Austin was truly an educa
tional experience. By attend
ing the seminars, I was able to 
learn from educated profes
sionals who have gone through 
the motions and experienced 
the tough issues of journalism. 
I was also able to experience 
Austin’s culture, which was 
amazing. It truly lives up to its 
slogan ‘Make Austin Weird.’
I was able to meet students 
from all over the country and 
make new connections in the 
journalistic realm. I greatly ap
preciate this opportunity and 
hope to incorporate what I’ve 
learned into future issues. Ex
pect changes for the better!
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frODicfiae/ <ft>n$ers&n, Faculty Adviser 

Each year the Associated Collegiate 
Press organizes the largest convention of 
student journalists and advisers that occurs 
in the U.S., and it is where the members of 
one species of professional get a chance to 
mix with each other.

It is always a very bright group.
Among advisers the main topics of discus

sion are recruiting, teaching and budgets.
This year, I urged the students to be 

vocal and active public listeners, to say who 
they are and where from - and in a loud 
voice - and also that they be willing to act 
to improve a poor session, either by asking 
a question or by raising an unseen issue. 
Doing this often has the happy effect of 
transforming an “information session” into 
something more generative.

Each year the staff returns to the work re
energized, and with bigger goals in mind.

• .
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