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Tobacco ban passes
■ MATTHEW MONLEY

Press Staff Writer

Press Photo/MATTHEW MONLEY
TRUSTEE DOUG BISHOP (left) was the only board member to suggest a compro
mise at the November 23 meeting. Right, President Tim Nelson takes notes. Nelson 
has been a supporter of the ban from the beginning.

Board votes 4-3 for ban in spring 2011
NMC will officially be tobacco-free as of the 

Spring 2011 semester.
The third and final discussion on the subject 

took place at the Board of Trustees meeting held 
November 23 in the Olsen Center.

After a line of public speakers shared their 
opinion with the Board, members voted 4-3 in 
favor of the smoking ban. Immediately upon

hearing the decision, roughly 25 student observers 
stood up and walked out of the meeting.

Jeremy Meagher, a member of the Student 
Government Association (SGA) and of the 
Student Life Office, spoke on behalf of the 
students in attendance after the meeting.

“They showed no concern for our opinions,”

• See TOBACCO BAN on page 2

A turning point for a 
left turn signal?

I NORA STONE
Press Editor-in-Chief

The issue has been bandied about on campus for years. Does the 
light at the main entrance to NMC require a left turn signal? Its safe 
to say that every NMC student has made a left turn into the college 
at some point; going through that intersection is a daily occurrence 
on campus.

On Monday, November 16, a group of students revived the 
question by staging a protest at the intersection in support of 
installing the turn signal.

“It started out as a class project,” said Ruthy Posluszny, one of 
the students in the Theories and Methods II class at Ferris State 
University. “We had to do a social justice issue as a group and 
address it [to] the community and we all agreed that this was 
something we’d like to work on.”

The project involved more than just making a few signs and standing 
next to Munson Avenue for a few hours on a Monday morning.

“We created a student survey; we’ve gotten really positive 
feedback from the students as far as the need for a left turn signal,” 
said Nicole Ball, another protest participant. “We’ve talked to the 
city, we’ve talked to the college, and now we’re just trying to raise 
community awareness.”

NMC student Casey Se Graves is already aware of the 
problematic intersection; he was involved in an accident at the 
college entrance in April of last year.

“I was coming up to the light and I was going to make a left hand 
turn onto Front Street. As I was making the turn, there was a lady 
pulling out of Luigi’s... I was heading east, she was going north, and 
we met in the middle. There was a lot of congestion at the time, it 
was close to three o’clock in the afternoon.”

Though no one was hurt in the accident, Se Graves’s car was totaled. 
“I was a pedestrian for two years. It was a tough situation,” he said.

“The signal that’s there is adequate, it’s just the view is terrible,”

• See TURN SIGNAL on page 3

How do you feel about the political correctness of the holiday season?

"I respect that you should 
say Happy Holidays and 
I guess it offends some 
people if you say Merry 
Christmas."

Andrew Fox, 18,
Psychology

"It's kind of sad. Merry 
Christmas is how I say it 
and hopefully will always 
be able to say it."

Rachel Wheeler, 18,
Undecided

"It's kind of ridiculous. I think 
everyone should be tolerant 
of other religions and accept 
they might have a different 
belief and move on."

Mary Foster, 19,
Undecided

"I think it's good 
that we're being 
nondiscriminatory 
towards the greetings 
of the season."

Garrett Hein, 23,
Undecided

"It's stupid. If I want to say 
Merry Christmas, I'm going 
to say [it], I celebrate Christ
mas; whatever you cele
brate, you can wish me a 
happy whatever."

Brielle Yezbek, 18,
Pre-Med
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Vz £— on campus

Where will you go?
During Thanksgiving break most students leave campus. If dorm residents are nof 
heading home they must find another place to stay during break, as East Hall will 
close at 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday Nov. 25 and re-open at noon on Sunday Nov. 29. 
There is an alternative for students who need a place to stay or live too far away to go 
home: under a separate contract students may stay in the dorms for $ 15 per night. 
The cafeteria will be closed and no overnight guests will be allowed during this time.

Let Your Imagination Run Wild!
Funding opportunities are available in support of innovative ideas by NMC students, 
thanks to the generosity of the Barbecue Board, Student Government Association 
and donors to our annual community campaign. The next grant application 
deadline for the 2009/10 school year is 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 1. Grants 
are for one-time, non-recurring requests and range from a few hundred dollars up 
to $5,000. Access application forms and details at http://www.nmc.edu/about/ 
foundation/grants.

Faculty Excellence Awards
Nominations are now being accepted for the Faculty Excellence Awards. The award 
is given to professors who stand out and is based on student voting. Nominations 
are being accepted from November 17 to December 9. Students may nominate 
instructors by filling out an online nomination form at www.nmc.edu/flo/ 
apps/survey/facultyexcel/. Nominations will be reviewed by a Student Selection 
Committee to determine the 2009-2010 award recipients. Make sure to nominate 
the faculty that go out of their way to help students succeed!

U of M and NMC drop buoy in Bay
On November 6, the University of Michigan dropped the first thermistor buoy into 
Grand Traverse Bay, which will provide important temperature data for research and 
monitoring, including fisheries interests. The buoy was funded by a $13,000 grant 
from the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians to NMC’s Water 
Studies Institute, who contracted U of M’s Marine Hydrodynamics Laboratories to 
design and build the buoy. The thermistor buoy will remain in position for the next 
few weeks for evaluation and testing, and is to be redeployed next spring.
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Vote by Vote - Results by Trustee
Susan Sheldon: Yes Jay Hooper: No
Bill Meyers: Yes Ross Childs: No
Bob Brick: Yes Doug Bishop: No
Cheryl Gore Follette: Yes (Tim Nelson: No vote)

TOBACCO BAN continued
said Meagher, “they did not answer our questions. We believe their minds were made 
up prior to the meeting. The SGA is divided on the issue, but as a vote, we oppose the 
smoking ban.”

During the public input section of the meeting, nine speakers made their voices 
heard. Bruce Byl, a nonstudent, said he is “personally offended by smoking on campus.”

Lisa Anne Danto, speaking on behalf of the Traverse Bay Area Tobacco Coalition, 
reminded the Board of the harmful effects cigarettes cause to peoples health and the 
environment.

The seven remaining student speakers were each given the opportunity to voice their 
objection to the ban.

They approached from different angles, stressing everything from a lack 
of communication between students and the Board to the risk of purposeful 
insubordination, as well as an accusation of the Boards actions pushing a 
countercultural agenda on the student’s and their lives.

JEREMY MEAGHER speaks to the Board of Trustees during the pub
lic input portion of the November 23 meeting. "We believe their minds 
were made up prior to the meeting," he said following the vote.

The board meeting was immediately preceded by a study session in which members 
discussed the implementation of the proposed policy, as well as a possible amendment 
to the policy, which would allow for designated smoking areas on campus.

After the study session, President Tim Nelson spoke about the discussion.
“We gave report on the issues of enforcement, discussed employee support and the 

communications between members of the faculty,” he said. “We took a look at what 
other schools have done, and asked if the original policy would pass or if plans would be 
redrawn with exceptions.”

Christine Keenan and Alicia Rhein, members of the NMC Tobacco Free Steering 
Committee, spoke on their observations, as well as their expectations of the meeting.

“I’ve seen a complete disregard for the policy currently in place, as well as a sense of 
disrespect for the nonsmoking community at NMC,” said Keenan.

“Once the implementation process has begun,” said Rhein, “we can start addressing 
student groups in regards to the policy.”

Of the student speakers, Erick Shawbitz, age 29, was one who had left class early to 
be in attendance.

“I just heard about this at 4 o’clock this afternoon; my classmates and I had not been 
made aware of the policy discussion, so nobody really got to voice their opinions,” he 
said. “I made valid points; I just don’t understand why they can’t at least have designated 
smoking areas. It was a rash decision.”

n.
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TURN SIGNAL continued
said Se Graves. “It’s difficult to see coming from either direction.”

According to Posluszny, NMC is supportive of installing the turn 
signal, but the City of Traverse City is unconvinced.

“When we went and talked to the City Engineer about it, he said 
that there really wasn’t a need for one yet,” said Posluszny. “I guess 
there has to be a certain number of accidents involving injury for 
a light to get installed, and since we haven’t met that criteria yet, 
they’re not going to put one in.”

City Engineer Tim Lodge says the matter isn’t directly under his 
jurisdiction: “The stoplight is actually operated by the Michigan 
Department ofTransportation,” he said via phone.

“It’s our duty to listen to concerns and follow up when 
appropriate,” he said. “We will take information and if changes are 
warranted we try to make them happen.”

Press Photo/CALEB STRAIGHT

A matter of timing
When the White Pine Press reported on this issue in 2006 after 

a student was involved in a crash at the intersection, Rise Rasch, 
director of the Traverse City M-DOT office, thought “we may be 
nearing [the point]” at which a turn signal would be warranted— 
measured at 1,000 cars passing through in eight hours.

Three years down the road, how have things changed?
. “Last April, 2009, we actually found a decrease in the left turn

demand [from] 2005,” said Rasch in a phone interview. “We can 
update those counts again this fall and see if there is a considerable 
difference. .. .To make a long story short, we have sent traffic 
information to Lansing; they are suggesting a new timing balance.”

It’s very difficult to just “pop in” a left turn signal, according to 
Rasch. One of the ways to improve the situation at the light would 
be tweaking the timing on the traffic light.

“The conundrum we are in,” said Rasch, “ [is] in order to trip the 
turn signal we need some sort of sensor to tell when there is a car. 
And it would really back traffic up when every car turning left trips 
that sensor.”

In other words, the light could be programmed to only give the 
turn signal when a car is waiting—but this would make the light 
unpredictable for drivers coming from both directions, actually 
making the intersection more dangerous.

“Our engineers are reluctant to add a turn signal when the light 
can just be improved,” said Rasch. “But that may change with 
enrollment going up at the college.”

As part of the Grand Vision, consultants have been hired to look 
at key corridors and intersections and give recommendations. Those 
reports are due at the end of December and may include advice 
about NMC’s light.

Nicole Ball is hopeful that their efforts will bear fruit.
“We’re out here today just trying to raise awareness so people see 

what we’re trying to get done,” she said. “We’ve done our research 
and when we get all of our data compiled, we will do what it takes to 
take the next step to make the change.”

FROM THE SOURCE'S
By DAKOTA DEEREN Press Staff

Osterlin Library Director 
Tina Ulrich

NMC’s new library director talks to the White 
Pine Press about the pleasures and challenges of fill
ing the sizzling shoes of NMC’s former library director 
Maggie Bacon.

WPP: Where did you go to college?
Tina Ulrich: I did my undergraduate work at Gos
hen College in northern Indiana and I went to li
brary school at the University of Indiana.
WPP: Where did you work before NMC?
TU: I worked in libraries pretty much all my life 
and the job I had before this was at the Suttons Bay 
Public Library. It was different from this but the 
same in a lot of ways too.
WPP: How long have you worked at NMC?
TU: I started as a supplemental librarian last fall 
and I worked here all last year. Then in February of 
this year Maggie Bacon, the former director, took 
another job and this one opened up. So I applied 
for it and I have been the director since the middle 
of May.
WPP: What are your duties as a librarian?
TU: It’s a mixture of administrative work. Right 
now I am working on the budget, and it’s a lot of 
scheduling. Making sure that the reference desk is 
covered and that all of the classes that we teach are 
covered with teachers, rooms, and everything like 
that. Right now we are working on hiring another 
librarian, I am involved with that, doing interviews 
and that kind of thing. I teach a lot of the classes 
that we offer [at the library]. I work the reference 
desk; just help people use the library. And in my 
spare time I buy books for the library.
WPP: What advice do you have for students who 
are writing papers?
TU: Don’t give up, that would be my primary ad
vice. Persistence trumps talent. You may not be the 
greatest writer or researcher in the whole world, 
but if you keep trying you will find things that will 
make your paper a lot more interesting.
WPP: As the year goes on, are more students mak-

Press Photo/DAKOTA DEEREN

ing use of the library?
TU: Yes, it’s remarkable sometimes when I walk 
out into the library and I see people just working so 
hard. Everybody is just poring over their books or 
their laptops. It’s just amazing.
WPP: Do you find the students use the computer 
reference material more then the books?
TU: That is the $64,000 question in every library. 
How much of our time and resources do we put into 
buying books and making those available to people? 
How much of our time and resources do we put into 
teaching people how to use the online sources? At 
this point there is a balance. There are some people 
who prefer books and some people who prefer to do 
all of their research online. If I asked my kids they 
would say they do all of their research online. So we 
are always keeping an eye on that, trying to see how 
much we put into each of them.
WPP: Are there any new resources this year for stu
dents to use?
TU: There was a club that gave us money to buy a 
multi-cultural encyclopedia, which is a very good 
source. We bought a couple of really nice encyclo
pedias on gender studies and a couple of nice sets 
in the reference room. We have not added any on
line sources at this point. We are looking at some
thing called E-brary, which is a large collection of 
online books, and we are trying to decide if we 
want to spring for that next year.
WPP: What do you think the most important 
thing is about the library that people don’t know? 
TU: That it is a friendly happy place and that we 
are not scary; that you can eat and drink in the li
brary. We don’t kick people out if their cell phones 
ring. We have a cafe and it is actually a very pleas
ant place to study and just hang out.
WPP: Fun fact question—who is your favorite 
South Park character?
TU: My favorite South Park character is Butters.

»

•t



November 25, 2009
WHITE PINE PRESS04 OPINION

Democracy? Wow.
■ ALEXANDER BRAND

Press News Editor

I JACOB BAILEY
Press Managing Editor

It is no surprise that with the poor economy, more and 
more people choose NMC to start new careers. Because 
the population is growing for NMC, the demand for 
proper and active representation gets greater. In an action 
for student health at NMC, the Board ofTrustees has 
shone bold initiative towards the proactive treatment of 
smoking at NMC.

Trustees voted in favor of a campus wide tobacco ban 
beginning January 1, 2011. Around twenty students 
turned out to show opposition to this policy and most of 
the speakers during the “public input” were either smokers 
against the policy or non-smokers against the policy.
The only two speakers who supported the policy weren’t 
students. After the meeting we were left with the feeling 
that student input was irrelevant; our voices didn’t matter. 

This sparks an interesting set of questions.
If there had been a younger voice on that Board, could 

the younger group of students who nearly doubled the 
population of the meeting have had made a larger impact?

What is the point of a public meeting if public input 
does not matter?

What about when something really bad happens? Is the 
Board going to take student input? We don’t understand 
what happened at the board meeting but we are pretty 
sure it was not democracy.

In 2010, two Board ofTrustee seats will be up for

50UriD BYTES
"With all due respect, ma'am, you can go jump off a 
bridge." WILL PHILLIPS, an Arkansas 10-year-old, to his substitute teacher 
after she got angry with him for refraining to stand and pledge to the flag. 
Will refuses to pledge to the flag until gays and lesbians have equal rights. 
Arkansas Times, 11/16/09.

"It's a big music city, it's a lot of magic here, and it's 
something about Detroit that is very special." BARRY GORDY, 
founder of Motown, on Motown's fiftieth birthday. CNN.com, 11/22/08.

"Anyone like that in government is a real problem."
MARTHA STEWART said when asked what she thought about Sarah Palin. 
Huffington Post, 11/21/09.

"She will always be the Queen of daytime television."
ELLEN DEGENERES, as she told her audience that Oprah Winfrey would be 
canceling her show. E! Online, 11/20/09.

"The movie is going to be huge, not the best in the world, 
it's not great, but its not made for critics, probably not 
made for me, its made for my daughter." MR MOVIEFONE 
RUSS LEATHERMAN, takes a look at the newest release of the Twilight saga, 
New Moon. CNN.com, 11/20/09.

"I don't want to infect the kids and 1 don't want them to 
infect me." SANTA, on getting the H1N1 flu vaccination. CNN.com, 
11/21/09.

"It tells women you are irrelevant, you are invisible, you 
should cover your shame." BRIGITTE GABRIEL, Lebanese-American 
journalist and author, on a Barbie doll now being offered wearing a burka. 
F0XNews.com, 11/12/09.

reelection. These two seats are a chance 
for some of our more ambitious 
students as opportunities to make a 
change in current and future student life 
at NMC.

Some of the people forming policies 
lived their best and brightest years in the 
Sixties. You know, that decade with all of 
the experimental sex and drugs. They are 
the people telling us what is acceptable 
and what is allowed, what is proper.

We are disappointed in the Board’s 
actions. We feel like they could have 
taken our constructive input and our 
offer to help and take our opinion into 
account. Instead they decided to shut it 
down and sever all future connections 
and discussions on the issue. They did no polling and have 
no substantial evidence on the dangers of secondhand 
smoking in open air. There is nothing that supports their 
argument, besides “I quit smoking, you should too.”

We feel like we got used. You must understand that

Community Forum
At the White Pine Press we occasionally receive letters to the editor which are slightly too long or off-topic to print as a letter 
to the editor. However, they usually make good points and deserve to be put before the readership. Were trying a new section 
that will let readers send in short original articles they would like to share with the NMC community. If you are interested in 
submitting, please email us at whitepinepress@gmail.com. —Ed.

NMC's disparity in tuition costs
In 1994, the last time the local five counties 

voted on a millage to support NMC, voters in 
most of the counties except Grand Traverse, turned 
it down by a margin of almost 3 to 1, Leelanau 
County being the closest county to passing it. It has 
now been almost fifteen years since that vote and it 
may be time to revisit this issue.

Currently a student living in Grand Traverse - 
County pays about $87 per contact hour (this 
includes the $11 per contact hour general fee), 
while a student living “in-state” but outside of 
Grand Traverse County pays $157 per contact 
hour (including the general fee); or a little less than 
double what an in-district resident pays.

This means that someone living three miles 
down the road from NMC, in Leelanau County, 
say by Tom’s Market in West Bay, will be paying 
almost double the tuition someone is paying that is 
living on the south end of Grand Traverse County. 
If a student within sight of NMC is paying almost 
twice what a student is paying that lives twenty 
miles away, the disparity starts to become apparent.

For a normal two year degree (64 credits) 
at NMC the cost for a Grand Traverse County 
resident is about $5568, not including books, labs, 
online costs, health costs or a one-time registration 
fee. The cost differential can be substantially higher 
if a student ends up taking more credits for a degree 
program through the University Center.

It stands to reason, the more credits a student 
takes, the bigger the amount of disparity between

these are not just our thoughts but also the 
thoughts of many students who felt betrayed 
by the Boards actions; students who feel like 
they have been stabbed in the back when a 
cry for public input was heard and addressed. 
We will continue to discuss these “hot” issues 
and continue to show at meetings and bring 
them up. Just because the issue is closed 
doesn’t mean we can’t talk about it.

Fresh, creative minds need to attend 
these meetings that form our future and 
voice the opinions of our students. Seems 
to me like the board had already made a 
decision before the meeting. We showed 
up, we gave our input. Our input was shut 
down. We trusted the Board to make the 
right decisions.

When it comes to budgeting and financing do you 
think we will trust you to do what is best for us? When 
you promise frozen tuition rates, are we going to believe 
you? No. We were respectful; we were cordial; now the 
Board needs reciprocate those actions.

what they will end up paying and what an in
district student pays. For example a resident of 
Kalkaska, Wexford, Benzie, or Leelanau counties 
will pay about $6,000 more for the same 84 credits 
than an in-district student will pay; or about $2000 
extra per year over a three year period.

As the state continues to recover from our 
auto industry hangover, the need for retraining 
and educating a workforce seems vital. NMC 
provides vocational training to the local work 
force while also providing employment for many 
local residents. While NMC makes significant 
contributions to many local economies (including 
students who stay in the area for their education 
rather than leave), the unfair tuition policies 
it is forced to impose also hurts surrounding 
communities. For example, when I moved away 
from Suttons Bay recently to save money on 
tuition, it cost that local economy about $9,000 
(the money I spent annually to live there).

If a community college is a reflection of the 
community it serves, shouldn’t it serve that 
community equally? Forty percent of NMC 
students pay out-of-district rates, yet in some 
cases live closer to NMC than in-district students. 
Maybe it’s time to stop putting this extra tuition 
cost on young people just„starting out, and put it 
where it should be, with the entire community the 
college serves.

Doug French
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Sightless senior fulfills dream

Photo Courtesy/ CHESTER BRIGGS

I J.S. TURNER
Press Staff Writer

A 98-year old hunter ofTraverse City is 
primed for Northern Michigan big game. 
Locked and loaded, World War II veteran 
Chester “Chet” Briggs ofTraverse City will 
be on the hunt for one of the state’s largest 
game: the elusive elk. Elk licenses can be 
even more evasive than the animal itself. In 
fact, Chet has been applying for the cov
eted elk permit in a very low odds lottery 
for over twenty years with no luck.

As luck would have it, a friend, feel
ing altruistic, was able to transfer his 
elk permit to Briggs. This is allowed for 
those considered terminal as per Michi
gan law, which permits the transferring 
of the licenses to youth or someone who 
is considered to have an advanced or ter
minal illness.

Briggs concedes “one more year” of 
hunting over and over, yet it has been at 
least ten years and he still cannot seem to 
put the rifle down. Having hunted various 
game in Northern Michigan since at least

1920, he is a part of nature as are streams, 
trees, the soil, and seasons of the year.

His longevity has been attributed to liv
ing a very active life and his extraordinarily 
affable, amicable and courteous demean
or—many other kind adjectives could eas
ily describe Briggs. To put it succinctly, 
his peers refer to him as a Gentleman with 
a capital G around the clubhouse of the 
ranch where he is a member.

This year already Briggs has shone early, 
shooting a four point whitetail buck with 
a crossbow and a little help from one of his 
sons and a good scope.

Briggs’s grandson David will be as
sisting his grandfather on the elk hunt, 
outfitted with binoculars to view a spe
cial green laser attached to the barrel of 
a Ruger. David, watching the laser-pin- 
pointed elk through binoculars, will tell 
his grandfather whether he needs to aim 
higher or lower, left or right—but Chet 
will pull the trigger.

“It’s kinda tricky, cause I’ve always shot 
my own... The laser is good for about 100 
yards, on a dull days 400 to 500 yards,” 
says Chet, “I can’t even see the target.”

Chet’s hunting and prowling skills have 
a certain intuition to them, according to 
his grandson.

“He would wait until a deer way face 
the right direction,” said the younger 
Briggs, “so then when he shot it, it would 
run out of the woods instead of in... He 
has it down to a science.”

“You have a pretty good idea [which 
way the deer will run], but you’re never 
sure,” said Chet, modestly playing down 
his intuitive skills.

His elk-hunting jaunt will take place on 
December 8; Michigan’s third hunt period 
for elk is December 8 —15. We can be sure 
to see a follow up story with a photo of the 
prized trophy bull elk.

The modern history of Michigan’s na
tive elk begins with its disappearance

around 1875. Today’s herd dates back to 
1918, when seven western elks were re
leased. From that reintroduction, num
bers grew steadily. In the early 1960s 
limited hunting was possible, but later 
in the decade several factors kept the elk 
below potential growth. By the 1970s 
poaching drove the population down to a 
dismal 200.

Renewed public interest, habitat im
provement and successful poaching reduc
tion and herd management have resulted 
in an elk population estimated at 800 - 
900. This opens the woods for the limited 
hunting in which Briggs will take part.

“Elk will take up as much as seven 
times the habitat as a deer does,” he added.

This Thanksgiving, while feasting on 
turkey—or perhaps even venison—take 
a moment to wish Chet Briggs luck, and 
give thanks for a true steward and adven
turer of Northern Michigan.
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Walk tall and 
carry a bullhorn

The White Pine Press believes the smoking policy on campus has 
just been a placeholder until something could be done to address 
the problems smoking causes. Enforcement of current policy would 
solve the nuisance that clustered smoking by building entrances. A 
campus-wide tobacco ban seems to be akin to using a machete to 
cut through red tape. We would like to restate our encouragement of 
the Board ofTrustees to consider creative ways to enforce the current 
policy instead of possibly ostracizing smokers from NMC.

This strict policy will only damage NMC in the long run.
With a tobacco ban, NMC students will be more likely to move 
into surrounding neighborhoods to smoke, inevitably moving the 
problems of our campus into the tax-payers lives.

We also believe a stricter policy would cause an increase of 
insubordinate behavior towards smoking policies and are therefore 
against it. The Board ofTrustees needs to seek student feedback 
before enacting these new policies. New ways of communicating 
must be established between the students and the policy makers.

Why are we even taking the time and effort to seek answers 
to this seemingly trivial topic? Don’t we have a major budget 
malfunction that is looming over the future of our school? Wouldn’t 
our time as students and as faculty be better spent seeking ways to 
climb our way out of this financial disaster?

Maybe we all need to shape up a little and get our heads straight. 
The smoking ban is not the biggest thing to happen at NMC this 
decade. It could have been more properly executed but we have 
more to worry about right now. We should be trying to generate 
enthusiasm for things like broadening the local job market. Where is 
our student group for new businesses? Isn’t our beloved NMC a hub 
of creative thought and inteligence? Aren’t we all looking for a way 
to pull out of this crisis? Well if you are a twenty-something-year- 
old and worried about what the state of the nation, it is about time 
we started looking for ways to make it better. We have said it once 
and we will say it again: communication and solidarity can pull this 
school, state and country through the toughest of times, so its time 
to cooperate.

We need a rallying call and a call to arms. We need to begin 
representing the 787 billion dollars the federal government hoisted 
onto our shoulders. All things tolled, we own this country. We will 
be the ones responsible for repaying that debt and we will be the 
ones responsible if we cant.

So we, as a generation, need to step up, and speak up. If this 
smoking policy bothers you, say so. If this smoking policy pleases 
you, say so. Just as long as you say something, and make sure it is
heard JACOB BAILEY

Press Managing Editor

Letters to the Editor
Dear White Pine Press Editor:

I am writing you because there are many things 
wrong with health in our society. There are so many 
people who cannot afford healthcare by any means. 
Healthcare is expensive and low-income families 
cannot afford medicines that they might need if 
they got really sick.

Sure, there might be a chance that you qualify 
for Medicaid, but that chance is not very high 
considering the crazy little things that reject you.
I would know. My Medicaid has gotten canceled 
numerous times because they never had their things 
in order. I was completely rejected because I turned 
21, I guess you can’t qualify anymore if you turn 
21, not even in this horribly run-down economy?

There is something called the Parsons Sick role. 
There are two obligations in this sick role, and they are:

1. To try to get well.
2. To seek competent help and comply with 

doctor’s orders.
We are obligated to do these things if we get sick 

with cancer or something along those lines? What 
if we can’t afford it, are you going to arrest that 
person?

No one should have to suffer based on their 
low-income. We all need to stand up for affordable 
health-care in this society or the violence will just 
get worse until there are riots in the streets and 
there is nothing but pure chaos.

Katrina Holdorph

Happy Thanksgiving from the White Pine Press!

WEXL, ITDEmiD&WHWMX) 
usitf the iPhone vms on 
SPEED ftNDFW&i BUTTHE 
DROID HAS THPTGDK5WUS

VOT IF x want something MORE THAN THE Pale 
FACSMiUE OF RAFiUMENT BROUGHT8V A PARADE OF 
EVER-BANDER TWS? TO SPEND rt* LIFE RESTtfSSW
PRODUCING INSTEAD OF SEtWElY CONSUMING?

IS THERE AN APPf&R TW?

ON BOTH.
I

W? NO, LOOKS UKE 
IT WAS REJECTED FRoM 

THE iFHoNE STORE-

DROID IT 
IS, THEN.

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: l/Vh/fe Pine Press accepts let
ters to the editor from members of the col
lege and community. Letters should be less 
than 400 words, typewritten, and signed 
with your name, address and phone number. 
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, 
spelling and length. Opinions expressed are 
not necessarily those of The White Pine 
Press staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686
BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 
BY FAX: (231)995-2110

N,
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Gay? That’s okay!
The following is a transcript of the speech 

NMC student Mariah Baker gave to the Gay 
and Lesbian Life in Traverse City forum held 
in Scholars Hall on November 5-

I MARIAH BAKER
Special to the Press

Hello. My name is Mariah Baker. I am a 
20-year-old college student here at North
western Michigan College and I am a les
bian. I moved here from a small town called 
Greenville. I live on campus and am in
volved in many student groups. Traverse 
City is a very different place from where I 
grew up, and my experiences were very tell
ing of the modern situation for gay youth.

Being president of NMC’s Spectrum 
[the gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, 
questioning, and allies group] in a place like 
Traverse City has opened my eyes to a new 
view on discrimination. I personally feel 
that gay youth of today face a new type of 
intolerance. It is different than that of the 
past. It is shown by those that will say they 
love you, but will not shake your hand.

The blatant discrimination of the past is 
slowly being replaced with the silent, fear-

based discrimination of 
the now. For me, this is 
reflected in the fact that on 
campus, Spectrums posters
are still torn down or defaced, 
and I' have the knowledge that 
the people who do this may be 
hugging me a couple minutes later.

Living on campus is a very different 
environment than going outside into 
Traverse City. I have found that the stu
dents living in the dorms tend to be very 
accepting of the GLBT community.

My first year in Spectrum we made 
shirts that said “Gay? That’s okay,” and 
sold them on campus. We arranged for 
them all to be worn on a certain day. We 
sold 100 shirts in two days and one of my 
friends bought two.

On the day we all wore the shirts that 
friend and a couple of her friends came to 
campus wearing our shirts, but altered. In
stead of “Gay? That’s okay,” they had taken 
a marker and written “Gay? That’s not 
okay.” When asked about it she refused to 
talk about it or discuss it. She had never 
really told me in the past of her feelings 
and ihstead chose to do this without being

willing to discuss her rea
soning behind it.
When I look back, I think 

this is a good example of modern 
discrimination. If you ask her, she

will say she has nothing against gay 
people but her actions speak differently. 

When my girlfriend and I go to the mall 
and hold hands, we can always feel the 

stares of the uncomfortable people around 
us or hear the quiet comments not meant 
for our ears whispered just behind us. Those 
same people will still smile at us while 
speaking hateful words under their breath.

I have been told that people s intoler
ance and lack of acceptance for who I am 
is because of ignorance. When I think 
about this I tend to agree, but I feel that 
this ignorance or lack of knowledge is not 
limited to those that discriminate. Now, 
the lack of knowledge and education is be
coming a major problem for gay youth. 
Most do not know their rights, or lack 
thereof. Many do not know the struggles 
of the past, such as the Stonewall Riots or 
the tragedy of Matthew Shepherd.

I have found in my two years as presi
dent of this student group that even I did

not know enough, so I feel that our biggest 
problem as a GLBT community is under
education. If we do not know that there is a 
fight, what we are fighting, or what tools to 
use, then how can we expect others to give 
us equality in civil rights or civil liberties?

We have the ability to change our com
munity and build support systems for gay 
youth. More often than not I think we for
get that we do have the power for change 
and that we can change this community.
We are lucky to have the resources we have 
here in Traverse City, but we still need each 
other and need to keep working. With dis
crimination changing its face, we must learn 
more. Through this, we can teach more.

I have a lot to learn and a lot more to do 
in my life, but I have met a few people my age 
who have been very angered. I can see their 
desire for change, but in their passion they 
lose sight of their goals and give in to anger. 
There are reasons for anger but you cannot 
let this get in the way. I want to say this to 
people: Use conviction and thoughtful action 
to achieve your goals; do not let it cloud into 
anger and violence, because once this happens, 
your goals are lost in the rubble of past hope.

■ LAURA EARLE
1 Press Staff Writer

His body, wrapped in a weathered sleep
ing bag, occupied the space between the 
newspaper dispensers and the gutter. He 
shifted in his sleep, spanning the pocket of 
space diagonally, the tips of his feet brush
ing the grime lining the city street. Despite 
the swarms of pedestrians rushing past 
(some seemed to rush faster as they passed 
the newspaper dispensers), brakes squeal
ing, horns honking and the metro rattling 
overhead, the man seemed serene, oblivious 
of the impatient, uncaring world around him.

Honestly, I had never seen anyone like 
him. Yes, I knew there were homeless 
people back in Traverse City - I saw them 
walking around downtown every once in 
awhile - however, here in Chicago, they 
seemed to be everywhere, all the time. 
Throughout the rest of the weekend, I 
saw many more people sleeping on the 
crowded sidewalks, huddling under store 
awnings and begging for change from the 
indifferent passersby. On the six-hour car 
ride home (where a hot shower and cup 
of tea were waiting for me), the image of 
the first homeless man I saw that week
end flickered in and out of my train of 
thought. Maybe my subconscious was 
guilt-tripping me? How, I pondered, can 
we even begin to help the less fortunate 
when there are so many of them out there 
who need help? What can we do?

The season of giving
I found that, although they don’t seem 

to be advertised half as much as sales at Ma
cy’s, JC Penney and the like, there are many 
charitable organizations where one can do
nate their time or money to those in need 
during the holiday season. One of the more 
notable local organizations is the Father 
Fred Foundation. Serving those in need in 
the Grand Traverse area, this Christian or
ganization was founded to combat poverty. 
Each year, the foundation hosts numerous 
holiday food drives (go to www.fatherfred. 
com for a list of participating locations), 
and collects winter clothing donations for 
the less fortunate. If time is what you wish 
to donate, the foundation has a variety of 
volunteering opportunities, ranging from 
working in the food pantry, working in the 
clothing or household goods department or 
planning special events.

Another organization worthy of dona
tions is Goodwill. Goodwill’s mission is 
“[to] help people overcome barriers to in
dependence.” Since 1972, the organiza
tion has provided aid to the less fortunate 
through their stores - which sell every
thing from donated clothing to furniture 
- and through their shelter, Goodwill Inn. 
You can drop off donations at any of their 
stores, located in Cadillac, Gaylord, Petos
key and Traverse City. If you need guide
lines for what to donate, the website for the

Press lllustration/RICHARD GAVITT

Goodwill Industries of Northern Michi 
gan (www.goodwfllnmi.org) has a list 
of what one can and cannot donate, as 
well as two “wish lists” detailing what 
the organization currently needs. If 
you decide to donate, be sure to look 
into the Holiday Needs Program.
The program, which began on Oc
tober 19 and runs through De
cember 18, focuses on providing 
unused holiday gifts and winter 
necessities for needy families.
You can download a participa
tion form, as well as a list of 
suggested gifts, on the website.
If you do not have Internet access, 
contact a Goodwill store
near you.

I know that there
are thousands more 
individuals out there 
with lives similar to that 
of the man in the sleep
ing bag, and it’s up to people
like us to make the world better 
for them, to get them off the icy 
sidewalk and to a place where they will 
be guaranteed food every day and a roof 
over their heads every night. All it takes is 
a few clicks of your mouse or a few min
utes in the car to make a difference.
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Pun Times Brilches and Hoes

Hey Ted
/ Hey Frank

I •'?

How os your singles mixer?
It was great! I met the most ) 
wonderful woman.

Oh yeah? Tell me about her.

HernameisShaniqua.
She works as a gardener.

r T

A Gardener, huh?
\

I guess you could say thal 
she gives you an eraketion^

\ /

Folks say things like 
"Apples are a delicious gift 
from Mother Nature", or talk 
about how we can use things 
in the way Mother Nature 
intended.

I' ve ever 
heard. , -.

That s WEIRD, 
you guys!

I was thinking more like BrotherFather bLike what?
planet

we have this 'Mother Nature' metaphor that
we all share but rarely consider critically, 
and it has all these connotations that are 
sublimated into our lives and thinking! It 

suggests the planet tries 
to care for us as a mother 
would, sure, but it also 
suggests that plants and 

animals are provided by this 
mother with the intent of 
our nourishment, and that 
nature can carry 
parental authority!

say we adopt 
some new metaphors, 

cats and 
kittens!!

No, that s the 
. worst name

Entropy or uncle Everybodydies! you 
know? “Apples are a delicious gift 
from Aunt Thestrongwilleattheweak."

\ “Let's restore
the beach \ 
to the way 
sister 
Thereare- 
diseasesyou- 
cantevensee 

intended."

"climate change hurts cousin 
Theplanetwontnot i ceifweal1 di e 
tomorrow"!

COMICS! Top left: Pun Times by Press Cartoonist Richard Gavitt. Top right: Dinosaur Comics by Ryan North. Bottom: XKCD by Randall Munroe.

BBWlSWf&AHSK 
AT NKBHTAMD MOVfHS

WwmS.ADWfNG
WALLS, EK.

AFTER A WEEK or so of GUSWWG x 
OWN SWWY, THE MO m SWUP TO 
WAKHW HOUSE AT HiCMt XUlWE 
SCRATCHING NOISES
iwrtM.mono mb bed, 
ACNEKF aerngfe Rwt again.

Ferris @ NMC
Did you know you can earn your bachelor’s degree right here on the 
NMC campus? Ferris partners with your local community college to 
provide a quality education at an affordable price. Our 2+2 and 3+1 
programs are set up so that you take two or three years of NMC 
courses and one or two years of Ferris courses. The overall cost of 
your degree is low because you pay the community college tuition 
rate and Ferris’ public university tuition rate. Financial aid is also 
available for both the Ferris and community college classes.

Visit our local office to find out more. 
Learn locally and save.

Ferris State 
ffcfr University

TRAVERSE CITY
Iryiagin& More
2200 Dendrinos Dr., Suite 100, Traverse City, Ml 49684 
Phone: (231) 995-1734 or (866) 857-1954 
FerrisNorth@ferris.edu www.ferris.edu/offcampus

WCE IOJCSS, 
fiUTWMRTS w FWf?

morn

OMWCWUE*

\
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TKROmi

50CIE7T? tXSESNT END 
OH, GOB WELU&RHH.
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Resale stores and food pantries maKe tne impossible 
plausible for those in need this Thanksgiving

NORA STONE
I Press Editor-in-Chief

Press Photo/NORA STONE

.MCCONNELL
I Press Staff Writer >

I

The shelves are full at the Father Fred 
Foundation’s food pantry on Hastings Street. The 
local charity uses volunteers and donations to help 
those in need in the Traverse City area. Though 
founded on Christian values, clients are helped 
regardless of belief or religion.

“The screening process here is: do you have 
a pulse?” said volunteer Steve Bemis, who often 
works intake and has a lot of contact with those 
who come in. “If you need food, we’re going to 
give you food.”

“People have been donating just beautifully/!
said Agnes Plagens, 82, a thirteen year volunteer you to bring their social security numbers next time
with the organization. “People are very generous you v*sh> just to double check.
over the holidays. This week we have just gotten a Volunteers fill bags with the food requests.

maybe an undergraduate 
degree, in their forties, they 
just lost their job, [they’re] 
in tears.” ■

“This whole year there’s 
been really high demand,” 
said Plagens, who works in 
the pantry three days a week.

For Thanksgiving, “we 
have stocked up the things 
that people need to go with 
their turkeys,” she said.

Bemis went through the 
process of getting help from 
Father Fred. Clients are 
allowed to come in twice 
per month, which could be 
every other week or twice

toward the end of the month if money runs out. 
You go into the waiting room and take a 

number. When your number is called, you show 
a form of ID at the office and fill out a checklist 
of the items you need—basically a shopping list— 
like macaroni and cheese, peanut butter, vegetables 
(canned, or fresh when available), juice, pancake 
mix, et cetera.

There is no test. There is no form to fill out. If 
you say you have children, you get enough food for 
them as well—though the organization does ask

With Thanksgiving coming up, students will be spending time 
with their families, gaining a few pounds on Thi^^fey. However, 
plenty of people in the Traverse area won’t be able to: those who 
don’t have access to food and clothes, let alone warmth. But there 
are plenty of organizations helping the less fortunate in the Grand 
Traverse area - Goodwill, the Salvation Army, and the Women’s 
Resource Center are just a few.

Instead of complaining about Thanksgiving (on Facebook) you 
could be making someone else’s worthwhile. Plenty of resale stores 
in the area accept donations. Almost anything is accepted (winter 
dotting is especially needed) and it’s the one of the easiest ways to 
get involved. But there are plenty of other opportunities.

“We’re always looking for volunteers at the Goodwill Inn,” says 
Ryan Hannon, Street Outreach Services Coordinator for Goodwill, 
“We’re making headway but there’s always more to doyeven one 
person [living] on the street is too many.”

" 3 .... .?. .
Goodwill
2279 S.

Airport Road; 
store and dona
tion hours 9 a.m.

WHile you’re waiting, you can browse the i 
pantry and find a pair of pants or a sweatshirt if 
you need one. "When you’re called again, you wheel 
your shopping cart out to your car and take your 
food home.

Bemis emphasized the rewarding nature of 
Working at Father Fred.

more on the giving end,” he said.

lot of nice donations.”
Of course, the worsening economy has affected 

more than the price of gas and heat for the 
residents of Traverse City. Bemis has noticed a 
change in the pantry’s clientele.

“It’s the people who come in that never in their 
wildest dreams ever thought that they would be in w< 
need of the food pantry,” he said. “Well educated, You receive even

Sodexo gathers 73 lbs of food
On November 12 (which just happened to help counting <u,u

be Guinness World Records Day), the Sodexo Hartsuff knows it’s often hard for students
location at NMC joined hundreds of other give when many are hard up for food themselves,
locations in a company-wide food drive. Sodexo offered items students could purchase with

“What we’re trying to do as a company is get their meal cards and then donate, 
in the Guinness Book of World Records.. .for “But definitely the biggest thing is time,’’ said
the most donated for a food drive as a corporate Hartsuff. “Just helping out, getting the word out there, 
company,” said Francis Hartsuff, Sodexo employee Though it’s not yet beeri released yet whether 
and SGA president. The food will be measured in Sodexo set the record, the NMC location raised a 
total pounds collected. total of $79.00 and 73.705 pounds of food, all of

Because Sodexo employees were not allowed to 
verify the donations, the comoanv asked SGA for

; to

which was donated to the Father Fred Foundation.

include winter 
coats, hats, wa
terproof gloves, 
baby food, 
diapers, sleeping 
bags and hooded 

S- sweatdiih^ f 1
Goodwill’s Holiday Needs program, which helped over 800 

people last year, is ongoing until December 18. All items donated 
must be new; volunteer information and lists of needed items can be 
found at www.goodwillnmi.org

Salvation Army
1225 W. South Airport Road; store and donation hours,

- Sat., 9 a.m. - 7p.m. Donors are encouraged t
If you’d like to volunteer for the Salvation Army (like i 

ringers you see around), check out their website, usc.salvationa 
org, and apply online. Other programs, such as Shield of Hope, are 
also in need of volunteers. For more information, call the thrift store 
at (231) 946-5194.

’s Resource Center
: 3030 N. US-31 South; store and donation hours y":
” a.m. - 6 p.m., and 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. on Sundays.

fund the emergency
unseling services for victimized women and provide; 

ae, supportive housing and Various advocacy pro 
: information visit www.womensresourcecenter.org, 

call the ithrift store at (231) 946-4180.
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Authentic Gratitude
Gratitude—its what we are supposed to feel during the 

holiday season. In reality, we become anxious, greedy and 
even mean. We conjure up the attitude of gratitude when 
we have to and sometimes even really, truly feel grateful! 
Obviously I am generalizing here. Some are more morose 
than others, some happier, and some just experience grati
tude more effortlessly, it seems!

HERE AND 
THERE

I AMANDA CAMPBELL
Press Staff Columnist

As more research is done on the effect that gratitude 
has on the brain we have proof that there is an actual re
wiring of the frontal lobes of a brain whose thinker has 
chosen to practice an attitude of gratitude.

Robert Emmons of the University of California at Davis 
notes that, just as with any positive choices, attitudes, and be
haviors (like silly playfulness), gratitude can be habituated with 
supportive side-effects: increased happiness, emotional self
regulation, experiencing more connectivity with others, bet
ter sleep quality, focusing on more optimistic outcomes, fewer 
physical distresses, a desire to get moving more often, and the 
desire to help others.

Emmons made two suggestions for cultivating grati
tude in an interview with SharpBrains in 2007: 1) keep 
a Gratitude Journal for three weeks and write in it four 
days a week, and 2) write a Letter of Gratitude to some
one who has positively influenced your life, meet with 
them and read it to them aloud. I have personally kept 
a Gratitude Journal and have found it to be very thera
peutic in the most difficult times. Waking up and im
mediately writing down ten things I felt grateful for was 
sometimes a chore, sometimes effortless; but always a 
helpful way to begin my day on a positive note!

When we choose to be grateful we decide to focus on 
and hook into the upward currents of life. This can initially 
feel contrived, but as we continue to pay attention to being 
grateful, we find that it becomes easier and more real to us.

The way we are often told to be grateful when we ac
tually aren’t is a sad mechanism in our culture. Think of 
your mothers voice: “Now Matthew, tell your Aunt Chris
tine ‘thank you’ for the moon boots she’s given you for 
Christmas!” Were you really that stoked about those moon 
boots? As adults, we can choose the attitude of gratitude: 
we can take the moon boots and focus on the gesture and 
be genuinely grateful beyond the content of the gift.

Look around. Consider some of the most basic things, 
which we often take for granted: car, home, family, friends, 
which are there for us and support us daily. Without them 
what would life be like?

I was without a car for two weeks and had to depend on 
others to get me around—in the country, not in town! It was 
so stressful! I often give thanks for my vehicle, but especially 
after that experience. We needn’t focus on lacking something 
to appreciate and be grateful for things in our life, though.
We can look out on a sunny day and find gratitude in the 
sunshine alone. We can witness a loving moment between 
two strangers and feel their joy.

Giving thanks from the heart, and not expecting recog
nition or a ‘thank you’ back when you give are real signs of 
practicing and habituating gratitude. We don’t seek praise 
for our efforts or anything in return for our giving because 
we are not giving in order to get. Sometimes, we give 
just because it feels good. Finding ourselves authentically 
grateful, even if we work to get there, is clearly beneficial. 
Truly, the attitude of gratitude is one of wholeness, abun
dance and selflessness.

A Night To Remember: 
Thirteenth Annual Poets' Night Out

IMADDY MESA
Press Staff Writer

Poetry—a praised and eloquent form of expression in 
which the deepest thoughts flow through the body, out the 
tips of fingers, and onto a blank page. It has the effect to 
captivate people and leave them feeling awed or inspired. 
Such was the case Sunday, November 8 as poets of all ages 
gathered at the City Opera House to read their poems and 
celebrate the thirteenth year of Poets’ Night Out.

This event started in 1997 with a grant program called 
“Poets-In-Person,” sponsored by the Traverse Area District 
Library (TADL), the American Library Association, the 
National Council for the Humanities and the American 
Poetry Association. In that program, participants were in
volved in a discussion of works by national poets and lis
tened as people read some of their poems aloud.

As interest grew, it sparked an idea in TADL workers, who 
invoked the help and talent of Martha Vreeland, librarian

Sandy Robey and friend Jody Clark. In just three short weeks 
the little spark gave birth to the first Poet’s Night Out.

“For people who have never been to Poet’s Night Out, 
they should come,” said Robey, “It’s really different when 
a poet reads his or her work.” Poets are allowed to submit 
up to 3 poems. This year more than 200 poets submitted 
over 500 poems to be judged.

“It’s the biggest year we’ve had,” said Robey.
Twenty-five winning poems were picked this year. 

Among the winners were twelve returning poets and thir
teen newcomers, all of whom read their work onstage. 
One of the first-time poets reading that night was Chris 
Hall, an eighth grader at East Middle School and one 
of the winners of the Student Prizes for his poem titled 
“Mo(u)rning.”

Along with first-time poets were first-time attendees. 
Elaine McIntosh, who had two friends receiving awards 
that night was in high spirits.

“It’s a great community event,” she said. “I love cel
ebrating poetry.”

Before the show and during intermission Pat Ivory’s music 
helped to set the mood, and poet/emcee Paul Stebleton began 
the night with a few readings of his original poems.

For the Audience Prize portion of the evening, poets 
read their work while audience members voted on their fa
vorite. Winners were Larry Heitman and Michael Hughes.

After intermission, judges Chris Bazzett and Karen Co
rnelia read their work; then the second half was designated 
for the previously-determined award winners.

Local teacher Ali Sullivan won the Martha Vreeland Prize, 
created in honor of the woman who wrote the grant which start
ed Poets’ Night Out. The TADL Trustees Prize went to Greg A. 
Nachazel, an accomplished painter and NMC alumnus.

Joy, sorrow, pain, and love were all present on Novem
ber 8. The audience was moved to tears by one reader and 
laughed with the next. Talent was clearly seen in all read
ers, young or old, professional or novice, and both poets 
and audience left the Opera House with high spirits and 
an experience worth remembering.

Congratulations to all involved in Poets’ Night Out!

•»
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Settle down and settle down
When I went away to school as a freshman, my mind 

was focused on one thing: independence. I was flying 
from the nest out into the world to explore my boundar-

DON'T DO IT 
IN THE DARK

■ ALEXANDER BRAND
Press News Editor

ies and try new things. When I arrived at college, I im
mediately chose to focus on studying and partying. Oddly 
enough, I didn’t really care about the relationship aspect 
of my existence, and instead chose to focus on my general 
social life and academics (and partying).

As my freshman year went on, every relationship I was 
in seemed to fail epically. I could not maintain a steady rela
tionship to save my life! As time passed, I came to the real
ization that I had an enormous void in my life: when I was 
down and out, I had no one to share my sorrows and pains 
with. I had a plethora of friends, but they just liked to get 
drunk or go to concerts, not really the sentimental crew.

One day a revelation came to me: I need to prioritize 
my life! College can be a fun experience with the social 
and party scenes, but it can also be a time to find your sig
nificant other and develop lifelong relationships. I have 
changed drastically from that drunk, high, typical college 
kid. I found someone that I can truly love everyday of my 
life. But there’s also a component to serious relationships 
that we tend to avoid considering: they’re hard work. So 
what makes a relationship successful? How do you make it 
through the tough times?

Communication is key for any relationship to succeed. 
Be open and honest with your partner about your feel
ings, needs, and future plans. If you can’t be truthful with 
someone, how are you going to handle the rocky situ
ations? Good communication also brings out common 
interests, beliefs, and ideologies, which are key points in 
building a healthy relationship.

If you do find someone you are attracted to, make sure 
you have common interests and likes. You could be dat
ing Brad Pitt or Jessica Alba, but if you have nothing in 
common then conversation and going out could become 
very awkward. Most relationships based only on physical 
attraction tend to fail, so make sure that your significant

other has similar interests.
All relationships should have arguments. Arguing is part 

of a normal relationship, and if you argue well and respect 
your partner there should be nothing to worry about. Ar
guing is a way to express your individual personalities, a 
chance for open, passionate discussion over disagreements.

Society tends to market the perfect, happy couple that 
never disagrees, but what we don’t see is the nuclear bomb 
that goes off when something goes wrong and how fragile 
the relationship becomes after. But remember: when argu
ing, be respectful. No bursting into tears, no physical harm, 
just talk about the disagreement. Every couple has differ
ences, but those that have open discussion about their dif
ferences last much longer than those that ignore them.

The most important thing to do is be grateful. Some 
people search their whole lives for that special someone and 
never find them, so be happy that you’ve found someone 
that you actually enjoy being around and with whom you 
can share intimate moments. Remember to tell your part
ner how much you appreciate them and all the crap they 
put up with to be with you. If you communicate openly, be 
honest, and trust each other, your relationship will make it 
through the rocky roads that are sure to come.

Moodle and YouTube come together
NMC has just been approved into YouTube’s educa

tion channel. This allows us a unique NMC subscriber 
channel for hours, not minutes, of video.

TECHNO
BABBLE
I TOM AUCH

Press Staff Columnist

In the fall of 2007, NMC transferred all of its online 
classes to Modular Object Oriented Dynamic Learning 
Environments (Moodle) because of its free open source 
course management system. Since then Moodle has ex
ploded into 52,000 registered colleges and sites with over 
30,176,000 users worldwide.
Last year, I tried to set up a camera and re-run my class 
lecture on YouTube for all my snowbound students to see 
but was limited to the YouTube’s ten minute rule.

According to Kristal Nolf, coordinator of NMC’s Edu
cation Media Technologies, we now have some options.

“If a class is put into our ‘relay system,” says Nolf,
“we can set the instructor up with a microphone (or use 
your own). Just start the program and it will capture the 
computer screen with all its activity in sync with the in
structor’s audio lecture. It also has the ability to capture 
writing, like an overhead projector.”

Originally designed for online classes, it makes 
sense for every class at NMC to have a Moodle pres
ence. Moodies page can post the class syllabus with the 
instructor’s contact information, but it can be used for

much more. Bulk emails can be sent to students, an
nouncements can be posted (and kept as records), and 
community forums can be set up in a breeze in which 
teachers, as well as students can create topics or answer 
postings to open dialogues of communication.

In this green-conscious world we live in, instructors 
can post handouts as Moodle pages, thus reducing mas
sive amounts of paper waste. In addition, grade books can 
be made available to keep students abreast of their stand
ing. Secured quizzes and tests can be administered as well. 
Keith Overbaugh, instructor in the biology department, 
has been using it for a while.

“I love it,” said Overbaugh. “I can record a few hours 
of lecture and it’s on Moodle before you know it. Load up 
times are not long. I would say it’s three or four minutes 
to upload an hour of lecture. The downside is that stu
dents really need a high speed connection to view it.”

YouTube says this will be a hub for videos from our 
leading university and college partners. Think campus 
tours, news about cutting-edge research, and lectures by 
professors and world-renowned thought leaders. There are 
also thousands of full courses, in a range of subjects.

Currently NMC’s YouTube address is www.youtube. 
com/user/NWMichiganCollege. NMC has minimal par
ticipation, with the exception of the Osterlin library and 
history professor Tom Gordon, who has over fifty videos 
posted.

“Moodle is available for every class at the college,” 
says Nolf. “All an instructor needs to do is let us know 
the name and course number and we can create a shell.”

For more information contact Educational Media Tech
nologies.

it it

Coming soon, 
the launch of the 

White Pine Press website *
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The Boat That Rocked

KENDALL KAYE SPRATT
Press A&E EditorI
Lately I have been a disappointed movie viewer. 

It’s been a long time since I’ve seen a movie in the
aters that I have fallen completely in love with, but 
Pirate Radio ended this dry spell.

To be completely honest I went to the movies 
not really expecting to like it. You can imagine how 
happy I was to be pleasantly surprised with its en
ergy, humor, intelligence and color.

Pirate Radio is about a group of DJs who live 
to broadcast rock’n’roll and pop to a music-de
prived 1960s Britain. Although the government has 
made it illegal to play more than an hour of 
rock’n’roll or pop on the radio a day, 
these rogue DJs broadcast day and 
night from Radio Rock, a freight
er floating in the North Sea.

We see the movie partially 
through the eyes of eighteen- I 
year-old Carl, who is kicked 
out of school and sent to live 
with his godfather Quentin, 
the captain of Radio Rock. The 
DJs and other various mem
bers of the boat get along like one 
big, dysfunctional family that Carl is 
happy to become part of.

Each character is significant. Philip Seymour 
Hoffman plays The Count, an American badass, 
who is the backbone of Radio Rock and proves this 
every step of their journey. Captain Quentin keeps 
things somewhat sane. He is played by Bill Nighy. 
You may not recognize him without the tentacles 
he sported as Davy Jones in the Pirates of the Ca
ribbean movies. Gavin (Rhys Ifans) is the wildly 
popular self-proclaimed “King” DJ to Hoffman’s 
“Count.” Mark (Tom Wisdom) is the sexy-while- 
barely-talking DJ. Simon (Chris O’Dowd) is the 
romantic looking for true love. Dave (Nick Frost) is 
“big, but beautiful.” Angus (Rhys Darby) is the fall 
guy. Bob (Ralph Brown) is the early, early morn
ing DJ that nobody meets until seven months after 
he’s come aboard. Thick Kevin (Tom Brooke) is the 
guy you would never want as your charades partner. 
News John (Will Adamsdale) loves the news and 
weather, especially the weather. Felicity (Katherine 
Parkinson) the only female allowed to live on the 
ship, because she is a lesbian and can cook.

Each character captured my attention and held 
it. The actors embody their roles making everything
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seem so real. Not only did I love each person I was 
introduced to aboard Radio Rock, I felt like I was 
there with them, living it. No performance overpow
ers another. Even Hoffman complements the other 
actors rather than overshadowing them, despite the 
fact that his is the biggest name in the movie.

Something has to be said about Twatt, played 
by Jack Davenport. He is the guy put in charge 
of shutting down Radio Rock, by all means possi
ble. He is so comically opposed to rock’n’roll that 
he’s ridiculous—I mean, come on, the guy’s name 
is Twatt! If the actor doesn’t ring a bell, he played 
Commodore Norrington in Pirates of the Caribbe
an, and he’s definitely an actor to watch for within 

the next couple of years.
The costumes of Pirate Radio were 
particularly impressive. The colors and 

the styles evoked the Sixties very well 
and made me wonder why we ever 
stopped dressing like that (then 
again, it might be obvious!). I espe
cially love Gavin’s purple suit and 
hat with the feather.

The movie also captures the era 
through the music. Artists included 

in the soundtrack are Cat Stevens, Roll
ing Stones, Neil Young, The Box Tops,

The Yardbirds, The Kinks, The Hollies, Smokey 
Robinson, The Seekers and Leonard Cohen.

I thought that this movie was going to have an 
agenda, but instead it delivered a message. Not a 
shove-it-down-your-throat message, but a “here it 
is—like it or lump it” message. These people just 
wanted to be free. Free to listen to their music and 
inspire the world with it. Ultimately isn’t that what 
we all want? The freedom to enjoy what makes us 
happiest.

I don’t want to give anything away, but at the 
end of the movie when Radio Rock is sinking Titan
ic-style, just when you expect everyone to succumb 
to the fate of Jack or Rose, something else entirely 
will happen. And it will make you want to stand on 
your theater chair and yell “rock’n’roll!”

PS—don’t do this no matter how much you’ll 
want to. I don’t think it would be very safe, plus 
you might get an escort out of the theater. So 
please, listen to my professional advice: stand on 
the theater chair of your heart.

Rated R for language, and some sexual content 
■ including; brief nudity.

★★★★

Star Trek

For Trekkie fans this could be a must-see or a hated enemy of 
what Star Trek is all about. Either way, it’s a fun ride. This updated 
version shows the forming of the crew of the USS Enterprise, in
cluding how a young Spock becomes Spock Prime and the origins of 
Captain James T. Kirk.

From the dramatic beginning when Captain Kirk Sr. martyrs 
himself to destroy Nero’s ship Narada, to the dramatic ending when 
Kirk Jr. sits in the pilot’s seat, fans of the Star Trek phenomena are 
on an adventurous journey.

All of the favorites are included in this version: Uhura, Scotty and 
McCoy among them. The cast is portrayed as youthful and somewhat 
coarser than their older counterparts that fans may be familiar with.

The movie is only made better by a gorgeous array of young men, 
including Chris Pine as Captain Kirk, Karl Urban as McCoy, Zach
ary Quinto as Spock, and Eric Bana as Captain Nero.

Leonard Nimoy makes the greatest cameo of all time as Spock 
Prime. Zoe Saldana makes a sexy Uhura and Winona Ryder makes 
an intriguing appearance as Spock’s mother in the early scenes of this 
fast paced journey through the Final Frontier.

Movie Review
Still a little cloudy

Twilight Saga: New Moon

I ALI WARD
Press Staff Writer

Vampire fever is sweeping the nation, but this movie was noth
ing more than ordinary. As a big fan of Stephanie Meyer and the 
Twilight books, I was yet again disappointed in the film adaption. 
Although it was truer to the book series than the first installment of 
Twilight, it still left me wanting more. Kristen Stewart has improved 
as Bella and does a convincing job of playing the heartbroken teen.

No pun intended, but... Robert Pattinson sucks. His acting skills 
are sub-par, and he is certainly not the brooding, sweep-you-off- 
your-feet vampire that makes the character in the novel so appealing.

Some of the scenes are extra cheesy, and over done. The real stars 
of the film here are Taylor Lautner (Jacob) and Dakota Fanning 
(Jane), along with the rest of the Volturi. The ending is a slight cliff
hanger, preparing viewers for Twilight: Eclipse.

I don’t know 
about you, but 
at this point, I’m 
definitely Team 
Jacob! The Twilight 
movie series is defi
nitely still lacking. It 
needs more inspira
tion and better 
flow.

Rated PG-13 
for some violence 
and action.
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Self-centered Battle

MELODY SHAW
1 Press Staff Writer

Listening to John Mayer’s Battle Studies is like a 
battle to find the hook, the connection, the relevance 
to anyone but himself. Eight years ago John Mayer 
was a sensitive singer-songwriter with prospects of 
being the next Dave Matthews. Hopeful and roman
tically naive lyrics mirrored the untainted dreams of 
the fresh and youthful voice behind them. A triple 
platinum first album shot John Mayer into the won
derland of musical success. Room for Squares solidi
fied his existence in the pop/altentative scene.

With the release of his fourth album, Battle 
Studies, Mayer’s style has kept much of his original 
coffee house smooth vibe, but he rounds it out with 
an extra shot of flavor. Room for Squares was a maze; 
each song a different turn in a tantalizing love laby
rinth that made us all want little Johnny to catch 
his mysterious lover-girl and finally insert a name 
in the blank spot in “Love Song for No One.”

Battle Studies is a puzzle, each piece a different 
heartbreak, that together make up the sad picture 
of a man who has loved and lost, and is “Perfect
ly Lonely.” This album is rich with the nectar of 
the bitter pain of someone who has gone down the 
same road too many times and finally sees the yel
low sign reading “Dead End.”

“All We Ever Do Is Say Goodbye” sets the tone 
for the album. Slow melodies that shift to the adult 
contemporary and bluesy feel that Mayer has seg
ued to over the years. A monotonous repetition of 
goodbyes and sad endings fills up the better half of 
the four plus minutes of the track and paints a pic
ture of an unshaven man sitting against a wall, head 
in hands in complete surrender to what used to 
mean everything to him.

In the song “Do You Know Me,” the music gives 
off a shadow of Jack Johnson, with a breezy, beach

and ocean feel. It’s one of those songs that make 
you feel as though a warm breeze brushed your 
cheek, and, even in the dead of winter, you can 
feel sunshine. That is, until the sullen voice comes 
across the airwaves. Then it fits into the collabo
ration of the rest of this scars-and-stitches album. 
The lyrics and vocals of each song are what make 
them tip the soulful sound scale to the sadness end.

The instrumental half of the album is clearly in
fluenced by the continuing experience Mayer has had 
with different genres and artists. Starting out at Berk
ley College of Music, he dropped out after two semes
ters. Since then, he has worked with Buddy Guy, B.B. 
King, and toured with Herbie Hancock. Definitely 
gravitating towards the jazzy jive of the piano and gui
tar, his music has matured with him, separating from 
the over-used generic beats of melodramatic-pop; he 
has acquired a more genuine sound.

That being said, the album overall felt like an at
tempt at personal closure and it lacked the ability to 
reach out and tug at your heartstrings, soul and mind.

Melody's Melodies
1. Incubus - Morning View - “Echo”
Hands down the best concert I’ve ever been to. Incubus certainly 

has a talent for imagery. When I listen to this song, it reminds me of 
the look they sing of.

2. Iglu and Hartly —And. Then Boom — “In This City”
The unorthodox voice of Iglu and Hartly mixed with the synthe

sized song makes a head-bopping beat about the rotation of people 
in your life; some stay, some go.

3. Sara Bareilles - Little Voice - “Between The Lines”
One of my favorite female artists, she takes her strong voice and 

jazz piano backup and puts words to the feeling we have all had in 
our gut that something isn’t right, even before hearing the words. It’s 
there between the lines.

4. The Spill Canvas — No Really, I’m Fine — “All Over You”
Similar to Relient K, The Spill Canvas has a harder sound. The

title of this song gives away the rest, as it is about the process of get
ting over someone and moving on.

5. Maroon 5 - It Wont Be Soon Before Long — “Goodnight 
Goodnight”

Many artists are so eager to release their second album that it comes 
up short. Maroon 5 waited to put out their second album, and it was 
worth it. Every song is phenomenal, but “Goodnight Goodnight” has 
a slightly darker tone that works with the lyrics behind it.

Cuddle Up With Classics
This Side of Paradise by F. Scott Fitzgerald
With blistering snowfalls soon upon us comes the desire to stay 

indoors. If you prefer a meaningful pastime, pull up an ottoman, 
brew some tea and crack the spine of a time-trusted novel.

This Side of Paradise is the account of Amory Blaine, a young 
socialite in pre-World War 1. Amory struggles to discover who 
he is and what he wants to become through a series of seeming
ly decisive choices that never lead to what he anticipates. Through 
Blaine’s perspective we are introduced to a society brimming with 
egotism and experience. Blaine is raised by a loving yet narcis
sistic mother and learns to value himself above all else. From St.
Regis Boarding School where he strives to climb the social lad
der, to his enrollment and failure at Princeton, we see a man on the 
cusp of what adulthood means and how to handle that knowledge.

This novel remembers the awkward first year of college and what 
idealism means to the young in a tumultuous society. It also deftly 
sketches how the human condition can fall upon our shoulders when 
we least expect it. Blaine handles these feelings with the confidence of 
a champ, and Fitzgerald’s style makes this a quick and powerful read. 
To me, Blaine was an off-putting character much like the haughty 
jocks lining the hallways in high school. But how he comes to under
stand himself is fulfilling making this a great read—a must read.

Fine Haircuts 
$20 to $25

30% Off first cut
chemical-free zone

Downtown at Old City Hall 
l6o East State Street 
23I.7O9.OO7O 
Mondays and Wednesdays 
gam to 6pm
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Holiday Guide to gaming
I SCOTT PELL

Press Staff Writer

JACOB BAILEY
Press Managing Editor

If you follow gaming, and you like Christmas, 
and you know that Diablo 3 and Starcraft 2 are 
most likely a year away, the holidays mean you are 
searching for a game fix for the doldrums that win
ter in northern Michigan can bring. Here is a list of 
must haves to curb quick game cravings and time- 
consuming RPG epics to help you hibernate during 
the time that it’s just too
cold to go outside.

October 20
Borderlands — Xbox 

360, PS3, PC - M.
If you haven’t picked 

up this game yet for 
your PC or 360, do it.
If Quake and World of Warcraft had a child, Border
lands would be the twisted, addictive product. Four 
playable characters, in-depth RPG elements and 
enough weapons to arm China make this multi
player co-op shooter a must have.

October 27
Tekken 6—

Xbox 360, PS3 
-T.

This new in
stallment of the 
widely popular 
series totes 40 
characters rang
ing from classic fighters to six brand new fighters. 
Destructible environments, new combos and pol
ished graphics add nicely to this already great game.

Ratchet and Clank Future: A Crack in Time - 
PS3 - T. Ratchet and Clank have made their mark 
on the Playstation consoles. Sadly, this is the last 
installment of the series. Crack in Time does it yet 
again with outlandish weapons, crazy platforming, 
challenging puzzles, and a neat time control system 
to force players to think outside the box.

November 10
Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 2 - Xbox 360, 

PS3, PC - M.
If you aren’t patient enough to read the full re

view of the most highly anticipated game this year 
(at right), then just know that they found a way to 
make the Modem Warfare game better, more skill 
intensive and able to make you fire strings of pro
fanity through your Xbox live headset as you get 
used to all the new game mechanics.

Answer the call!
Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 2

November 17
Assassins Creed //-Xbox 360, PS3, PC - M. 
The sequel to 2007’s masterpiece has arrived, 

with a whole new look, and a host of new weapons. 
AC di takes
place in Ven
ice in the 14- 
15th centuries.
Players take 
control of an 
Italian noble
man who stalks 
the streets of 
Venice, taking 
down powerful
villains. With new weapons, and gadgets provided 
by Leonardo da Vinci, and a story projected to be at 
least double that of the original. Assassins Creed 2 be
longs on any gamer’s Christmas list.

Left 4 Dead2- Xbox 360, PC - M.

November 3
Dragon Age Origins — PS3, Xbox 360 - M. 
BioWare is known for its RPG games. Nev- 

erwinter Nights and Star Wars: Knights of the Old 
Republic both redefined RPG gaming and Drag
on Age Origins will undoubtedly do it again. This 

game promises 
over 100 hours

1;-
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of bloodlust and 
battle cries as you 
lead your party 
of fantasy based 
heroes through a 
rich world filled 
with moral choic
es and monsters.

A sunnier zombie apocalypse. L4D2 has vastly 
improved from the first game. A plethora of new 
weapons, including those of the melee variety, 
have been introduced in this installment. Players 
take control of four survivors caught in the zom
bie apocalypse in the deep south of Louisiana. Each 
campaign is linked together, and is a bit more char
acter and story focused than the last game. Five 
new campaigns, new weapons, and a variety of new 
modes, one of which includes a wandering witch, 
this one should be picked up.

December 8
The Saboteur - Xbox 360, PS3, PC - M.
Coming to us from pandemic studios, the peo

ple who brought us Star Wars Battlefront and Merce
naries, brings us this slick and stylish game. Players 
will assume the roll of a member of the French Re
sistance during World War II. The Saboteur has a 
sleek presentation in that areas controlled by the 
Nazis are black and white and drained of life; play
ers can make a big bang with breaking stuff and re
storing the life in Paris. Viva le revolution!

Call of Duty: Modem Warfare 2 is finally here, and it has done the 
impossible. It vastly improved upon the first Modem Warfare game.

In Modem Warfare 2 the story picks up after the events of the first 
game. With the death of the bad guy from the first game, Imram 
Zakaev, his subordinate, Makarov, lets loose. Makarov is a madman 
who will do anything to restore the glory of his country.

The campaign of the game throws players right into the action 
from the start. Modem Warfare 2 does the same thing as the last game 
by letting players take control of different characters (an army ranger, 
and a S.A.S. operative). MW2 is more modern than the first game 
by forcing the player to differentiate between terrorists and civilian. 
This can make for some intense and stressful gunfights. The cam
paign is solid, but some moments are more frustrating then they are 
challenging.

Infinity Ward also added a cooperative mode to the game, which 
can be played offline and online as well. I appreciate split screen gam
ing; there’s nothing quite like fighting along side a person when they’re 
in the room. Spec Ops, as the co-op mode is called, takes players 
through a variety of challenges. Some challenges are taken right out 
of the campaigns from both Modem Warfare games, while others are 
made solely for the cooperative experience.

Multiplayer, believe it or not, has been vasdy improved. First, there are 
a lot more weapons to choose from. Players can customize their load out, 
as with the first game, however players have a wider variety of styles to 
choose from. Players are no longer confined to carrying a pistol for a side 
arm, they can now choose from machine pistols, shot guns, or even a vari
ety of weapons which players can duel-wield. Weapons themselves can be 
customized with a cornucopia of modifications and attachments. Scopes, 
silencers, even bullets are interchangeable. Another improvement to the 
multiplayer is the perk system.

In the first Modem Warfare, players could choose from several perks, 
fester reloading, radar evasion, more accuracy and so on. In Modem War
fare 2, these perks can now be upgraded. Players can reload faster, shoot 
more accurately, and even have more powerful weapons. Also, Modem 
Warfare 2 includes a “death streak” bonus. If players aren’t doing so well, 
they can activate their bonus and better their chances of putting some 
points on the board. Kill streak bonuses are also improved. Players can 
choose what they want, instead of having the bonuses being chosen for 
them. Players can choose from ammo drops, taking control of an AC-130 
Gunship, Predator Missile strikes, or even Tactical Nukes. The system is 
balanced enough, that if players end up going against a higher-level oppo
nent, it can still be a decent match.

Call of Duty: Modem Warfare 2 is a fantastic game, with amazing on
line and offline multiplayer, a cool cooperative mode, and a solid story. 
Pick this game up as soon as you can. You won’t be disappointed. It is 
definitely worth it!
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2009 Traverse City Turkey Trot, Thursday, November 26, 9:00 
a.m., Downtown Traverse City. Join your neighbors, friends and 
family at the 2nd Annual EverywhereUGO Turkey Trot. Run, jog, 
walk or roll through downtown before you dig into the bird and eat 
more than you should. You’ll receive a goody bag, a limited edition 
Turkey Trot t-shirt, post-race refreshments and the warm feeling 
inside knowing you're helping a worthy cause. Proceeds benefit our 
brand new YMCA. For more information phone: (888) 604-5646 or 
see www.evugo.com/turkey_trot.html.

Stargazing Public Viewing, Saturday, November 28 and Friday, 
December 4. Open to the public 8:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. at the 
Northwestern Michigan College Rogers Observatory, 1753 Birmley 
Road in Traverse City. For information, call NMC (231) 995-2300.

Silent Film Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Saturday, November 28, 5:00 
p.m. and 7:30 p.m. at the Music House Museum, 7377 US 31 N. 
Starring John Barrymore with Stephen Warner of Southfield at 
the Mighty Wurlitzer Organ. Tickets are Adults $15, Seniors $13, 
Ages 18 and under $5. Reservations are encouraged due to limited 
seating. Visit the website www.musichouse.org or call (231). 938- 
9300 for more information.

Great Macaroni & Cheese Bake-off, Saturday, Novebmer 28,
11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Old Mission Wineries. The Wineries of 
Old Mission Peninsula will host local restaurants who have turned 
Macaroni and Cheese into culinary marvels! Tickets are available 
at Peninsula Cellars Winery or online at www.chateauchantal.com 
Contact (231) 933-9787 for further information. Space is limited.

Recycled Art Build, Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, December 
1,2, and 3, from 10:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. each day in West Hall. 
Build art with your own trash. Sponsored by the NMC Sudents for 
the Environment.

iDanse, uDance

Messiah Community Sing, Sunday, December 6, 4:00 p.m.,
Central United Methodist Church, 222 Cass St. For 30 years, 
Traverse City residents have gathered to sing Handel’s magnificent 
Christmas oratorio at Central United Methodist Church, joined by 
the church’s 18-member orchestra, organists and soloists. Phone: 
(231) 946-5191.

Christmas at the Lighthouse, Sunday, December 6, 12:00 Noon 
to 4:00 p.m., Grand Traverse Lighthouse Museum, Northport.
The Grand Traverse Lighthouse Museum will be decorated for a 
typical Christmas as it was celebrated by the McCormick family in 
the 1920s and 1930s. Climb the Tower and Tour the Lighthouse, 
Santa and Holiday Music, visit the Gift Shop, Holiday Cookies. Free 
admission to the lighthouse. Phone: (231) 386-7195.

Blood Drive, Wednesday, December 9, 12:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m., 
NMC Health/Science. For more information please call NMC 
Welcome Center (231) 995-1135.

“iDanse” is a stellar way to get involved in the 
dancing community here in Traverse City. iDanse 
is a group of local dancers with a flair for exciting 
and unique dance events for the area. The group fo
cuses on furthering the dance experience in Traverse 
City and works in connection with the dance classes 
taught here at NMC.

The group was created in 2003 and has been 
developing ever since into a larger community 
event. They officially took on the name “iDanse” 
and created a website in January 2007. The web
site spawned a Facebook group named “iDan
se” which is now widely supported by locals and 
dance lovers alike.

According to founding member Brian Christ, 
the idea for the name iDanse came from the iPod 
trend. Members of NMC dance classes soon 
joined because of their love for dance and desire 
to be involved in a fun, exciting community outlet 
for their craft.

“We create enjoyment by developing connec
tions with others in a way that feels safe and at the 
same time exciting! Because of this there is an ongo
ing and dynamic sense of community. Some people 
are even inspired to look deeper into themselves and 
are often inspired to make some wonderful changes 
in their lives,” says Christ.

The group appreciates all types of dance and no 
partner is required. The dances are also open to the 
public who are more than welcome to come and 
watch without pressure of involvement. The dancers 
are instructed by Mykl Werth with assistance by fellow

MIKE DIDUCH STRUTS HIS STUFF
at the Northwestern Michigan College 
Drag Race, held in Milliken Auditori
um on November 18. Both male and 
female impersonators performed for a 
diverse and laughing crowd. The NMC 
Drag Race is an annual event spon
sored by the Residence Hall Council.

Press Photo/CALEB STRAIGHT

A_Ihe New Whiting NMC info on the go! Classifieds
Sugar Plum Apartments Holiday 
Special! Rent any 2-bdrm apt. for 
the price of a 1 bdrm apt. Offer 
good through 12/25/09. Call 
231-947-7330 for details. Mon. 
through Sat., 10 a.m. until 5 p.m.

Sewing by Nancy, which offers 
alterations, buttons and hems, is 
running a special for the month 
of November — two hems for the 
price of one, and if you bring in 
10 buttons, you'll receive $1 off 
the alteration. Call Nancy at 231- 
944-6423 for more information.

CALENDAR 15

dancers Kristi Spencer and Elizabeth Heydlauff.
Mykl Werth has been dancing and teaching for 

over 25 years and is the Artistic Director of the film 
“Be Here Now” which features his original style of 
partner dancing. The film debuted in May of this 
year, with fellow iDanse supporter James Weston 
Lynne the Producer and Co-Director.

Werth and his team at iDanse focus on mak
ing dancing a transcendent experience of personal 
change. They also strive to make dancing in any 
style more accessible to people, not just a rigid set 
of concepts.

“It’s fun to introduce new people.. .to partner 
dancing because most people think the only kind o 
dancing they can do is on their own, or bump and 
grind with someone else,” says Brian Christ.

The group meets in the Physical Education 
Building of NMC’s campus on Wednesday Nights 
from 9 p.m. to midnight and on Fridays starting at 
10 p.m. Wednesday night dancing is free of charge 
but on Fridays there is a $5.00 admission fee.

For those considering joining iDanse, feel free 
to drop by any Wednesday or Friday, or check out 
the class options for spring. The dance classes of
fered at NMC for the spring semester include; 
Modern Dance I and II as well as Choreography 
and Performance. Check the NMC website for day; 
and times, and cost information.

For those interested in learning more about iDanse 
check out their Facebook page. For more information 
on the movie ofWerth’s “Be Here Now” visit http:// 
www.actdance. org/Home.

-SKL.

Free!
Post your nonprofit 
group's Public Service 
Announcement 
in the

White
Pine
Press.
Call (231) 995-1173 
or email the White 
Pine Press at 
whitepinepress@ 
gmail.com
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TV dinner turkeys
■ J.S. TURNER

Press Staff Writer

Some people always wind up alone on 
Thanksgiving. I bet some of those people are 
thankful for the quiet reprieve from the day-to-day 
grind. We feel that all people should be informed 
of the dangers faced when spending holidays alone. 
One of the most pressing and terrible dangers is 
called the TV dinner; prepackaged lumps of MSG 
for your tastebuds’ minor enjoyment. Here is a 
review of some of the ones to avoid, and which 
ones might not actually kill you.

Swanson Classic has carrots that are better than 
most veggies in the market.. .or at least they don’t

taste like freezer burn. Swanson definitely has one 
of the better-tasting turkey slices.

Banquet’s holiday hunger stopper is on par with 
Swanson. Peas are weak in both products. The 
potatoes were about the same: dried potato flake mix.

Hungry-Man boasts one whole pound of 
filling tasty goodness. Don’t be deceived by the 
huge yellow print. This was the only one that had 
something like a dessert. Apple-cranberry gluey- 
gloup. The corn screamed with metallic taste, but 
you could hide it with the tasty potatoes. Their 
turkey slice just did not cut it.

Marie Callender’s yummy green beans tasted 
fresh and came gourmet with cranberries, the 
turkey bits were good as were the potatoes.

Hormal Compleats is by far the quickest 
and easiest to whip up. 
Microwave-cooked is your 
only option on this sludge. 
You may want to have your 
dog to test it first. However 
we would never encourage 
such animal cruelty.

If you are fortunate 
enough to have others 
to share the Turkey Day 
festivities with, you might 
consider finding someone 
who’s going without and 
sharing some of our other, 
more flavorful suggestions 
so they too can have more to 
be thankful for.

Forget Ocean Spray
■ MATTHEW M0NLEY

Press Staff Writer

Cranberry sauce, the most 
seasonal of traditional side dish
es, is great tasting and easy to 
make. Mix it with the stuff
ing for your turkey, have it with 
a piece of pumpkin pie, and 
spread it on the toast for your 
leftover turkey sandwich.

Orange Cranberry Sauce
• % cup sugar
• 1 cup orange juice
• 1 quart of fresh cranberries

In a saucepan over medium 
heat, dissolve the sugar in the 
orange juice. Stir in the cranber
ries, and cook until they start 
to pop (about 10 minutes). Re
move from heat and transfer to 
a bowl. Cranberry sauce will 
thicken as it cools.

Fresh Cranberry Relish
• 1 quart of fresh cranberries .
• 1 large navel orange (do not 

peel)

• 1 cup sugar

Quarter the orange. Blend 
the orange with the cranberries 
in a food processor. Add sugar a 
little at a time. Refrigerate until 
ready to serve- this recipe is best 
done one or two days ahead of 
time.

Cranberry Berry Sauce
• 14 cup sugar
• 14 cup brown sugar
• 1 14 cup water
• 1 quart fresh cranberries
• 1 pint fresh blueberries
• 1 pint fresh raspberries
• 14 tsp cinnamon
• 14 tsp allspice
• 1 pinch of salt

In a saucepan, dissolve sugar 
in water and bring to a boil. Add 
berries and spices; cover and 
lower to medium heat. Cook, 
stirring occasionally, until cran
berries burst. Remove from heat.

whining
WITH DINNER:

Cranberry Wine. Cranberry pairs well with turkey. It is a 
perfect combination of sweetness and tart flavor. It is perfect for 
the main course! Local choices:

• Leelanau Cellars, Cranberry Wine, $6.99
• Chateau Grand Traverse Cranberry Riesling, $7.99

Semi-Dry Riesling. Semi-dry wines are great with just about 
anything. They are considered good table wines. This type of wine 
pairs so well due to its perfect balance, crisp taste and fruity flavor. 
Local choices:

• Chateau Grand Traverse 2008 Semi-Dry Riesling, $ 11.99
• Chateau Chantal 2008 Semi-Dry Riesling, $13.49
• Bowers Harbor Vineyard Semi-Dry Riesling, $14.00

ALI WARD
Press Staff Writer AFTER DINNER:

Late Harvest Riesling. Rieslings are what this area is famous 
for. A late harvest Riesling is made of grapes that sit on the vine 

for extra time, causing them to become sweet and as ripe as possi
ble. It has a great fruit flavor, with tastes of peach, apricot, and citrus. 
It is good to pair with high quality cheeses or, after dinner, to sip on 
as a liquid dessert! Local choices:

• Chateau Chantal 2008 Riesling Late Harvest, $14.99
• Chateau Grand Traverse 2008 Late Harvest Riesling, $13.99
• Leelanau Cellars 2005 Johannisburg Riesling, $ 11.00
• Black Star Farms, 2008 Arcturos Late Harvest Riesling, $ 16.50
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