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We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may

Bioneers
Keynote d)
Marsha Smith of 
Rotary Charities sits 
down with the White 
Pine Press to discuss 
Bioneers, 
and how 
can get 
involved.

share the road?
NMC Adjunct Faculty 
member Gary Howe says 
yes. He founded the pop
ular and local online blog 
mywheelsareturning. com. 
His goal?
Do not be

Remembering
Lennon
Seventy years after 
John Lennon's birth, 
there is a new signature 
box set, a new film 
"Nowhere Boy," and Yoko 
relights the 
Imagine 
Peace
Tower.

Michigan's film tax incentive: 
helping or hurting?

On the set of Rivet Entertainment's production of "Deconstruction" for the Science Channel. Rivet 
Entertainment, founded by Bill Latka, opened a Traverse City office in large part due to Michigan's film tax incentive.

IMADDY MESA
Press Staff Writer

Ever wanted to go see the set of a movie? 
Maybe visit the town or city where your 
favorite movie was filmed? That town may be 
closer then you think. Michigan has become 
the new Hollywood thanks to its film tax 
incentive. That means any movie production 
done in the state of Michigan receives a 40 
percent refundable tax credit causing all kinds 
of movie makers to flock to our state.

Bill Latka, creator of Rivet 
Entertainment, believes this has been good 
news for Michigan. The more movies filmed 
here, the more job opportunities arise - 
everything from lighting technicians, sound 
editing, catering and hotel services. Latka said 
the tax incentive gives the talented people of 
Michigan full and steady employment as they 
go from job to job, project to project.

Plus more money goes back into the

local economy, alleged Latka. For instance, 
if a director wants to shoot a film in a small 
town downstate: he must find a location and 
bring his entire cast and crew to town. They

"Since the tax incentive 
started in April 2008, there has 
been $648 million total invested

into Michigan." 
Michelle Begnoche 

Michigan Film Office.

will then need to sleep (in local hotels), eat 
(in local restaurants and grocery stores) and 
be entertained (in local bars and clubs). So

every out-of-towner who comes to Michigan 
and spends money which goes back into the 
economy. And for people like Latka, having 
production businesses in Michigan has helped 
the local economy, he has bought a house, 
pays taxes and spends money here. Latka 
claims that the same pattern will happen 
when others come back and spend money in 
Michigan.

Latka created Rivet Entertainment in 
April 2003, to “create riveting, wholesome, 
fact-based entertainment that makes a 
difference in our world.” A well known 
producer, Latka has written and produced the 
Emmy-nominated series “Before We Ruled 
the Earth” and “Walking with Cavemen.” 
“Any talk of putting a cap on the tax is a 
bad idea,” said Latka. “We need a lot more 
infrastructure for this to succeed.”

• See Michigan's film tax incentive: helping or hurting? on page 4
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Dennos Museum Center to host Jimmy Manning
On Friday, Oct. 15, Jimmy Manning, Inuit Artist and retired Print Studio Manager, will 
present on the history, change and future of print making in Cape Dorset, Northwest 
Territory, Canada. The presentation begins at 6:00 p.m. at the Dennos Museum Center on 
NMC’s campus. Local students are encouraged to attend and meet with Manning on Oct. 
14 and 15. Those interested in learning more about Manning and The West Baffin Eskimo 
Cooperative (WBEC) can contact Diana Bolander, curator of education and interpretation 
at 231-995-1029. The presentation is being sponsored by the Power Foundation.

NMC to sponsor entrepreneur conference
On Oct. 22, NMC will host “Thriving Not Just Surviving,” an entrepreneurial conference 
for those looking to begin, improve and expand small businesses. The event will take 
place at NMC’s Hagerty Center from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Those attending will select 
four of the available 12 hot-topic seminars being presented by local business owners. 
Attendees will be able to meet with local entrepreneurs Russell Springsteen of Right Brain 
Brewery, Denise and Mike Busley of Grand Traverse Pie Company and Rick Steele of Tape 
Wranglers. Event tickets cost $125 and include lunch. The event is being sponsored by 
NMC and The Michigan Small Business and Technology Development Center. For more 
information contact NMC at 231-995-1700.

Fresh Water Summit this month
NMC’s Hagerty Center will play host to the third annual Fresh Water Summit on Oct.
29 from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The keynote panel will focus on Asian Carp. Speakers will 
include Mark Burrows of the International Joint Commission, Captain Luann Barndt of 
the U.S. Coast Guard, and Tribal Chairman Derek Bailey of the Grand Traverse Band of 
Ottawa and Chippewa Indians. There will be additional sessions highlighting oil and gas 
exploration, chain of lakes fisheries, Boardman River dams, inland lake strategies, Grand 
Traverse Bay hydrographic survey and watershed forestry. Tickets are $20 per person and 
include lunch.

ZOMBIES UNITE Traverse city locals gather for the 
2nd annual Zombie Walk on October 10.
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Toxic cherries 
skate their 
stuff

fOERBr
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THE GIRLS OF THE TRAVERSE CITY ROLLER 
DERBY were out in style last month, at Traverse 
City's NM3 Auto Jumble showing off their skills. For 
anyone interested in attending a meeting or trying 
out for the team, the last Wednesday of each month 
is an open meeting to the public. The last Thursday 
of the month is fresh meat night. For more info 
visit tcrollerderby.com

Press Photo/MADDY MESA

THE TEAM HELD A SCRIMMAGE first demon
strating various fall techniques, then holding a bout 
in which the lead jammers skate through the pack 
and score points. "We're open for recruitments," said 
Coach Justin Pierick (a.k.a Sean Tuffy Combs)."It's a 
lot of fun," but tough, said skater Erin O'Malley (Molly 
McButt Kicker). "You can't be afraid to get hurt. Just 
stay low and work on skills. It doesn't matter what size 
you are it's what you have."

FROM THE SOURCE'S MOUTH
By KELLY DOBEK Press Staff Writer/Advertising Manager

New staff brings new life 
to support services

This year, there are two new faces in the 
Tutoring and Support Services office. Leanne 
Baumeler is the new part-time Support Services 
Specialist. Taylor Nash is the new full-time Support 
Services Specialist. They will help students with 
documented disabilities to ensure success in the 
classroom for students with disabilities.

On Oct. 15, there will be a meet-and-greet 
with Leanne and Taylor. It will be in Osterlin 152 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Press Photo/KELLY DOBEK

a program there called Lis’n (the Local Interpreter 
Services Network). I spend much of my time there 
assisting people with a hearing loss who are looking 
for employment. We work closely with Michigan 
Rehabilitation Services and Disability Network- 
Northern Michigan.

Where did you go to school?
TN: I graduated T.C. Central in ‘97. I then 
migrated down to Kalamazoo and got a BA in 
music with a philosophy minor from WMU.
After a seven year hiatus, I returned to school and 
got a Masters of Social Work degree from Eastern 
Washington University.
LB: BSW from Ferris State, through the University Center.

When did you start the career field that you are 
in now?
TN: Before going back to school, I worked for several 
years in various settings with people with disabilities. 
LB: I began working with people who have 
disabilities way back in 1985, when I became a sign 
language interpreter. I taught here at NMC back 
when we offered an interpreter training program 
in the 1990’s. I have been working in employment 
services for the past four years at GTI.

Tell us about yourself.
TN: I’m a simple guy. I love the outdoors, 
my family, and my dog. My most enduring 
personal goal is to be a responsible steward of the 
environment and I try to challenge myself daily to 
find new ways to minimize my impact. I believe in 
the power of community and people, and above all, 
the Almighty power of the Detroit Red Wings!
LB: I grew up in Plymouth Michigan, moved to 
the Traverse City area in 1987.1 worked for 13 
years at TBAISD as an educational sign language 
interpreter. My husband Peter and I enjoy 
kayaking, camping, and hiking.

What brought you to NMC?
TN: I heard about the posting for this job from a 
friend of my mom. It sounded like a good fit, given 
my experience and education, so I applied. Three 
months, 2,000 miles, and much fingernail-biting 
later, here I am!
LB: It is important to me to be proud of where 
I work. NMC has a great reputation in the 
community. I knew I could feel proud to say I 
work here.

What were you doing before you came to NMC?
TN: I was in Spokane, WA, attending school.
LB: I also work for Grand Traverse Industries. My 
job title there is Deaf Services Coordinator. I run

TN: After a brief stint pursuing a career in music 
(very brief), I got a job in Chicago working at a 
residential facility for adults with developmental 
disabilities. I found quickly that not only did I like 
the job, it was the best job I ever had. I awakened 
a genuine passion for social justice and found 
particular joy in helping people overcome obstacles 
and achieve their goals.
LB: I am a natural helper. It is very satisfying to 
me when the people I work with move closer to 
independence.

«
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Bioneers keynote message 
focuses on good governance

■
 CHLOE BOUDJALIS

Press Editor-in-chief

Marsha Smith is the keynote speaker for the Great 
Lakes Bioneers conference running Oct. 15 through 
Oct. 18 on the main campus of Northwestern Michigan 
College. The theme for the conference this year is: 
Governance. Smith is the executive director of Rotary 
Charities of Traverse City and serves as the chair of the 
Grand Vision C.O.R.E. working group. Smith has been 
an instrumental force for positive change in the region 
through both organizations.

WPP: You are the keynote speaker for this year’s 
Bioneers conference. What is 
the main theme that you want 
participants to remember from 
your speech?
MS: It’s a theme that I think 
Bioneers will relate to and 
that’s “change,” and the need for 
governance of organizations to 
change along with the organizations 
themselves. We’ve been calling it 
“Transformational Governance.”

WPP: How do you define 
governance?
MS: The leadership of an 
organization. The appointed 
board of trustees or advisory 
committees of whatever the 
structure might be. They 
are in charge of keeping the 
organization resourced and on task.

WPP: What are good examples of good governance in 
our region?
MS: I think you could recognize good governance 
because they stay close to their mission, but are still 
able to adapt and change. They are organizations that 
don’t necessarily operate in isolation. They really come 
together and form networks of organizations. I think a 
well-governed organization has a really good balance of 
power between the staff and the board. It’s a partnership; 
it’s not where the hoard over-directs the staff or the staff 
overly directs the board.

WTP: What are the big hurdles that are getting in the 
way of effective governance?
MS: There are lots of challenges that face non
profit organizations and they have gotten even more 
pronounced. There is an increased demand for services, 
whether you are an environmental organization, arts and 
culture, or health and human services. There are more 
challenges in terms of dwindling resources. We have less 
money, whether it’s through governmentally funded, or 
private donors, or foundations. Non-profits are facing 
more government regulations, and there’s more and 
more of a need for organizations to come together and 
partner. And that’s not something that we as a non
profit sector are really that adept at yet.

Non-profits in particular have tended to think of 
themselves as competitors, rather than collaborators. It’s 
a new kind of framework, thinking about how we can 
work together to increase who we are able to serve.

WTP: What are resources that people can use?
MS: Boards of directors can utilize training resources 
through organizations like BoardSource, which has 
good publications and online resources. There are other 
training resources available regionally through NorthSky 
[Non-profit Network], There are others available statewide, 

and then there are just examples 
and mentoring. Sometimes 
learning from our colleagues 
about what works and what does 
not is also important.

What I’ve found is that 
staff workers are more likely 
to talk to each other about 
their business than volunteers.
I may know somebody quite 
well and not know that they 
are on the board ofX Y and 
Z organizations, and that we 
have common struggles with 
our organizations. At the board 
level, they do not exchange a 
lot of professional information; 
it’s mostly at staff levels. I think 
that simply trying to facilitate 
conversations between boards

could really benefit our sector.

WTP: Why is Bioneers important to you?
MS: Bioneers, talk about paving the way. They really are 
about finding new ways to do all kinds of work, whether 
it’s through energy and environment, food, basic 
lifestyle. They’re really about innovation and change, 
and they’re about doing it in ways that makes sense 
ecologically and very holistically.

WTP: How can students contribute?
MS: If students are interested in community good, 
every organization does have governance/leadership 
opportunities. One of the things I really like to 
encourage in young folks is just to get involved. Find 
out what is really your passion and start volunteering.
As you learn more about the work itself, and the 
organizations, then there becomes some real natural 
opportunities to come into some leadership and 
governance roles.

I think it’s really the responsibility and the 
obligation of the people who are in governance roles now 
to include more young people. When you look at the 
structures of organizations, very seldom will you find a 
board of director for a non-profit with folks under 30— 
maybe even under 40. I think we need to think about 
changing the demographics of our boards and including 
more young people.

FILM TAX INCENTIVE continued

But with all the good this tax incentive has done for 
Michigan there are those pointing out the bad.

One of those people is Rick Snyder, the 
Republican candidate for governor of Michigan. 
Snyder opposes the tax incentive and would like to 
have it eliminated. He believes that the tax incentive 
has gone a little overboard. Yet, Snyder would like 
to even the playing field for other businesses by 
slowly phasing out the tax, so as not to “disrupt the 
business.” Still, others are concerned about the fact 
that Michigan is losing more money than it is making.

Michigan Senator Nancy Cassis also opposes 
the tax incentive. In a recent letter published in the 
Detroit Free Press, Cassis expressed her concern for the 
amount of money the state of Michigan has lost.

“It was outrageous to spend $68.7 million in film 
credits in 2009 to create only 335 foll-time employees 
at a time when the state lost 204,000 jobs,” wrote 
Cassis. “According to the data, the film credits are 
less effective than previously thought, bringing the

, state only 11 cents back for each dollar given away in 
credits.”

Why is the state getting back so little? Some 
argue that the state is getting money instead of losing 
it - a lot of money.

“Since the tax incentive started in April 2008
there has been $648 million total invested into
Michigan,” said Michelle Begnoche, communications
advisor of the Michigan Film Office. “Critics are
looking at the tax revenue and that’s just a slice of the 

• „pie.
Traverse City Film Festival executive director Deb 
Lake said, “It is exciting for everyone when a movie 
is filmed in Michigan. It is good for all areas of the 
economy not just the obvious businesses.”

Lake said that hotels and restaurants are not the 
only businesses that thrive when a movie is being 
filmed, but also antique stores and other small local 
businesses.

“The dollars wouldn’t be going into the state if it 
weren’t for the incentive,” said Lake. And no matter 
what, if the tax incentive stays or if it goes, Traverse 
City is still safe. Or rather, the film festival will be since it 
has been around a lot longer than the tax incentive.

“Because we don’t produce any films, tax cuts 
don’t affect us,” said Lake. “But we’re hoping to make 
Traverse City Michigan’s movie city.”

WHETHER OR NOT THE TAX FILM 
INCENTIVE GOES, the highly successful 
Traverse City Film Festival will remain 
unphased. In the photo. Madonna and 
Michael Moore attend the showing of "I 
am Because We Are" at Traverse City Film 
Festival in 2008.

*
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Getting film tax credits can be taxing
& KATHERINE YUNG t ® b 1 " 1
“ Detroit Free Press 3K BeR ■ <■ I

Michigan offers the most attractive movie tax breaks 
in the nation, but that doesn’t mean it’s giving away 
money to every filmmaker who shows up at its door. Only 
about half of all productions that have applied for these 
incentives were approved.

Since the tax credit program’s launch in April 2008,
183 of the 352 applications for the tax breaks have been 
approved. A quarter of the'projects were denied, and 
nearly 25 percent of the applicants dropped out of the process.

Movies that failed to get the tax breaks include both 
low-budget independent productions like the “The Art of 
Power” and major ffollywood pictures such as “The Big 
Valley,” a big-screen adaptation of the 1960s western TV series.

Officials denied a tax credit to “The Big Valley” because 
it didn’t plan to hire many Michigan actors because of 
its large star-studded cast, which includes Jessica Lange, 
Stephen Moyer, Richard Dreyfuss and Aidan Quinn.

“It would have been great to be in Michigan,” said 
director Daniel Adams.

“Hopefully we’ll do another movie there.”
He and a 150-person crew [planned] to start filming 

[last month] in Baton Rouge, La., where they obtained a 
tax credit in less than 48 hours.

Marty don’t make the cut
When local filmmaker Adrian Walker set out to make 

his first movie in early 2009, he mistakenly assumed that 
obtaining a Michigan film production tax credit would be 
the least of his worries.

After all, he faced far bigger challenges, such as finding 
investors and shooting dozens of scenes in more than 50 
locations in just 28 days.

Walker persevered, overcoming many hurdles. The 
28-year-old screenwriter and producer is now talking to 
movie theater chains about showing his suspense thriller 
“The Art of Power,” which wrapped up filming in metro 
Detroit last summer and may debut this fall.

Much to his surprise and frustration, Walker hasn’t 
been able to claim any tax breaks. The state denied his 
application for one.

“It was very disheartening to us,” Walker said, noting 
that the 30 investors in his movie were counting on 
the tax incentive.

Walker’s experience isn’t unique. So far this year, the 
state has rejected about 24 percent of the 88 projects that 
have applied for Michigan’s movie tax breaks. That doesn’t 
happen in rival movie-making states such as Louisiana, New 
Mexico and Georgia, where projects are rarely denied.

“Michigan is a lot stricter as far as what they want,” 
said Marco Cordova, director of business development 
and production planning at Entertainment Partners, a 
California production management services company.

He noted that filmmakers are often on tight schedules 
and favor states where it’s easy to get tax credits. But 
Michigan officials defend its system, saying it helps ensure 
that only legitimate film companies get taxpayers’ money. 
Scandals involving film incentives have erupted in other 
states, such as Iowa and Louisiana.

A money maker
In Michigan, the generous movie tax breaks have 

generated criticism from some in the business community. 
So far, the state has paid $62 million to production 
companies. But that’s been offset by the $348 million that 
filmmakers have spent in Michigan.

Michigan’s tougher tax credit approval process may be 
costing the state business. For example, so far this year,

"CONVICTION" starring Hillary Swank and Sam Rockwell was filmed in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan this year. It is scheduled for release on October 15.

Louisiana has received 101 applications from filmmakers 
compared with 88 for Michigan, even though the 
southern state offers a lower tax credit and has a higher 
minimum spending requirement.

“It’s very rare at this point where we will see a project 
denied,” said Christopher Stelly, Louisiana’s director of 
film industry development. “We want to be as business- 
friendly as possible.”

The Michigan Film Office insists it is business-friendly, 
too, as evidenced by its industry-leading 42 percent 
production tax credit. “We are in the business of bringing 
jobs to the state,” said the agency’s spokesman, Ken Droz. 
“But it’s not a blank check. It’s not carte blanche.”

In Michigan, officials from the state’s Film Office and 
its Treasury Department compare every production’s 
potential benefits to the state with the estimated cost of 
the credit. Filmmakers must show they have financing for 
their project and meet other criteria.

The process has left some filmmakers frustrated.
Though Andrew van den Houten received a tax credit 
for his horror movie “The Offspring,” which was filmed 
in the Muskegon area, he couldn’t get one for its sequel, 
“The Woman.” That forced him to move production 
to Massachusetts.

According to van den Houten, Michigan officials 
objected to the film’s gory content, questioned its 
financing and said it wouldn’t promote tourism in 
Michigan. But the 30-year-old producer said he 
submitted bank statements showing he had the money to 
make “The Woman.” He also said the movie planned to 
show beautiful scenery from Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. 
Van den Houten believes his film is less offensive than 
“Hostel 3,” another horror movie that did receive approval 
for a tax break.

“It doesn’t seem right that a state can violate a First 
Amendment right,” van den Houten said. “Whatever 
happened, in my opinion, was very misguided. Michigan 
really missed out on an opportunity.”

The Film Office said it welcomes van den Houten to 
bring other movies to the state. But officials thought the 
gruesome and graphic depictions in “The Woman” were

“unlikely to promote tourism or reflect Michigan in a 
positive light,” Droz said.

In Walker’s case, content wasn’t the issue. He said 
he couldn’t get anyone to respond to his tax credit 
application despite repeated phone calls and e-mails 
to the Film Office. With equipment rentals and actors 
standing by, he said, he quickly reached a point where he 
could no longer afford to postpone filming.

After making his movie, Walker still tried to get a 
response from the Film Office. In March, he finally 
received a letter denying his application for a tax credit 
because he had already filmed his movie. Under the state’s 
rules, production expenses cannot be incurred until after 
a'movie is approved for a tax break.

The Film Office denies applications fall through the 
cracks, but there are sometimes delays. Walker “shot 
before we were able to give him an answer,” Droz said.

Second chances
A denial doesn’t always mean a production is out of 

luck. In several cases, projects have reapplied for the tax 
credits by providing additional information. For instance, 
the Film Office initially rejected a tax break for “Ariel & 
Zoey,” a new children’s variety TV show filmed in Livonia 
and Ann Arbor that features 11-year-old identical twin sisters 
Ariel and Zoey Engelbert and their 9-year-old brother, Eli.

Their father, Matthew Engelbert, made some 
modifications to his application and resubmitted it. In 
mid-May, the production received approval for a tax 
credit. The show’s first season will debut the week of Sept. 
27 in 46 states on a variety of TV channels, including 
the Retro Television Network and several NBC-owned 
stations.

Droz said the Film Office did not realize that “Ariel 
& Zoey” was going to be nationally syndicated. 
Productions must be shown fn at least two states to 
qualify for the tax break.

The Engelberts, who live in Ann Arbor, are already 
planning to film the show’s second season. Without the 
tax credit, “I don’t know if we would have been able to 
pull it off,” the twins’ father said.

A
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Cheers and Jeers
j Cheers

Chilean Rescue Team: On Tuesday Oct. 12, rescue 
I fcX'5* workers began pulling trapped miners from their

horrific plight buried beneath half a mile of rock.
On Aug. 5, a gold and copper mine collapsed in Chiles Atacama 
Desert. The collapse left 33 miners, 32 Chileans and one Bolivian, 
in a cave with little hope of survival. The tedious rescue efforts had 
left little hope for the victim’s families who have been camped out 
at the site for more than two months; but, Saturday Oct. 10 turned 
fears to celebration as rescuers finally broke through to the miners 
underground hold. The rehabilitation process will be long and 
arduous for some, but will come as a welcome change after nearly 
70 days trapped in darkness. Many cheers to the tireless hours spent 
by rescuers in their efforts to reunite the miners with their friends 
and family.

Beth Norconk, NMC administrator - Network and 
Computer Solutions: Norconk has been an integral part of 
installing and networking the White Pine Press’ new production and 
development equipment. Additionally, she has provided tremendous 
assistance to the Press: helping us overcome technological hurdles 
encountered in our first 3 issues. We at the WPP would like to 
extend a heartfelt thanks to Beth for all her hard work getting us up 
and running this semester.

U.S. Spc. Alan Carroll: Carroll, who currently calls southern 
Afghanistan home, was shot four times less than a year ago. He, 
unlike most of his fellow troops, suffered his wounds here at home. 
Carroll was one of those lucky enough to survive the shooting 
rampage at the U.S. military base Ft. Hood last November. After 
attempting to save the life of a fellow soldier, Carroll managed to 
escape with his life and four gunshot wounds. He is now stationed 
in southern Afghanistan in spite of urging from his family to accept 
a medical discharge after last fall’s gruesome events. Carroll is part 
of a team that roams Afghan roads in search of bombs that have 
proven to be the largest threat to American troops deployed in 
Afghanistan. Many cheers to Carroll for his heroism and dedicated 
service to our country.

f|T Jeers
■ Michigan Assistant Attorney General Andrew Shirvell:

Shirvell has launched a personal blog aimed at ruining 
the name and credibility of Chris Armstrong, University

of Michigan’s student body president. Shirvell accuses Armstrong 
of being a racist, elitist and a Nazi-like recruiter for homosexuals. 
The blog warns U of M parents that Armstrong is urging students 
to join the homosexual “lifestyle.” Michigan Attorney General 
Mike Cox has been reluctant to take action against Shirvell. “I don’t 
agree with Mr. Shirvell’s tactics, his judgment, or his word choice,” 
said Cox, “but nonetheless I recognize his non-work related blog 
is protected by our Constitution.” Many jeers to Shirvell for his 
inability to recognize the personal preferences of others as well as 
the state of Michigan for continuing to employ an outright bigot.

Hungarian Environmental Agency: Investigators are 
beginning to formulate a hypothesis that the toxic sludge spill in 
Hungary on Oct. 4 may have been a result of negligence on the 
part an inspection team who gave the sludge pit a clean bill of 
health only two weeks ago. Images have surfaced showing the wall 
that eventually collapsed to be leaking as recently as a few months 
ago. Additionally, the managing director of Hungarian Aluminum 
Production and Trade Company (MAT Ltd.) has been arrested 
amidst speculation that his firm’s negligence directly led to the spill 
that is now being classified as a result of human cause instead of 
natural catastrophe. Jeers to those responsible for inspecting the 
plant as well as well as MAT Ltd. for their lack of oversight.
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WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts let
ters to the editor from members of the col
lege and community. Letters should be less 
than 400 words, typewritten, and signed 
with your name, address and phone num
ber. Letters may be edited for clarity, gram
mar, spelling and length. Opinions expressed 
are not necessarily those of The White Pine 
Press staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686
BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 

BY FAX: (231)995-2110
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How do you manage your time between work and play?
"I enjoy having no life. 
School is my only priority 
and work is how I pay for 
my education. I may not 
have free time now, but 
when I make my millions, I'll 
have plemnty of free time!"

"Generally, I do everything 
I can before it's due right 
away, and worry about the 
other stuff later. Whenever 
I'm not doing something, I 
fill it with play."

Michael Russell, 19
Undecided

"I simply don't."

Tori Dueweke, 20
Engineering

"I have to schedule 
my play time and 
literally have to put 
it on my calendar to 
plan ahead."

Erica Hamilton, 19
Marketing

I don't! I work and 
do homework."

Caitlin Lyon, 19
Radiography

"Poorly at best. 
Not sleeping 
helps!"

Michael
Lewandoski, 27
Art and Science

Amanda Starlin, 19

SOUND BYTES Where have all the pants gone?
"This is uncivilized and barbaric to a totally 
defenseless bear/'JOEL LOURIE, a State Senator 
from South Carolina on the local tradition of hunting 
bears. Lourie said he hopes to introduce a ban when the 
legislature begins its next session in January. New York 
Times, 10/6/10.

"I understand that they were having problems 
ordering Porta-Potties, that they might have to go as 
far as Baltimore to get them, but I just didn't want 
to share," RICK NEALIS, director of "The People's 
Marathon" on not wanting to share the race's porta- 
potties with patrons of the "Rally to Restore Sanity" 
hosted by John Stewart and Stephen Colbert. The two 
events will be held on consecutive days over Halloween 
weekend on the National Mall. Nealis has threatened 
to padlock all the porta-potties despite rally organizers' 
promise to have all the facilities cleaned in between 
events. New York Times, 10/6/10.

"They should take a swim in it and then they'll
see," SANDOR PINTER, Hungarian Interior Minister in 
response to allegations the red sludge that has begun 
to flow into the Danube River is not toxic. Thus far 
there are four known to have died as a result of the spill 
as well as over 120 people who have been injured to 
varying degrees. Time/10/7/10.

"Only now can we begin to smile,"JUAN SANCHEZ, 
a Chilean resident whose son Jimmy is one of the 
miners who was trapped when his mine collapsed 65 
days ago. Rescuers made a breakthrough on Oct. 8 by 
finally drilling into the area of the mine where 33 people 
have been captive since Aug. 5. Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 
10/9/10.

"This is our first Goldilocks planet - just the right size 
and the right distance from its sun,"PAUL BUTLER, on 
the discovery of Gliese 581 g, a planet approximately 20 
light-years away that shares similar characteristics with 
Earth in terms of its size and distance from its parent 
star. Butler is an astronomer at the Carnegie Institution of 
Washington. Time, 10/18/10.

People are always trying to be part of the ‘in
crowd’ and fashion seems to be the easiest route 
to take. We pay attention to what the magazines 
are telling us to wear and watch the younger

PRESS£ 1 COLUMNIST
./’jL UBRANDYBRAY

generations to see what is up and coming. Looking 
to these places for fashion tips will undoubtedly 
lead to poor fashion choices: skinny jeans, leggings, leg 
warmers, jeggings (jean print leggings), and loud colors.

Under the right circumstances, these clothing 
items could possibly be worn without looking like 
were an extra in Flashdance. However, I have yet to 
see a well put together outfit containing any of these 
articles of clothing.

And leggings are what would happen if a pair of 
spandex and a pair of nylons had a baby.

Last year, I offered to drive one of my very good 
friends to the airport for her trip to Reno. When she 
came out to meet me she was wearing a button up shirt 
and leggings.
My immediate reaction, “You know they are not 
going to let you on the plane, right?”

When she asked why, I told her, “because you 
are not wearing any pants.”

We laughed about it and the incident has since 
been a running joke between us. However, I still believe 
that she should not haye been allowed on that plane 
with no pants.

The legging craze is now out of control. The 
first week of school, I witnessed a girl wearing 
high heels, black leggings, and a grey form-fitting 
t-shirt. After noticing her outfit my attention was 
immediately drawn to the VPL (visible panty line). 
There are appropriate styles for leggings. I

recommend a tunic-style dress or perhaps a shirt- 
dress: so long as the lengths are appropriate — no one 
is expecting a free show.

Men, no need to worry, your gender is having a 
pants crisis also: skinny jeans.

Apparently, the smaller womens pants get, 
the smaller men feel their pants need to get too. . 
Skinny jeans, while inappropriate on both sexes, 
are exponentially more horrifying on men. Skinny 
jeans inevitably result in a man camel, the male 
version of a female camel toe, leaving nothing to the 
imagination.

However, it does not stop with the tightness and 
inappropriate fitting. Capris and bright 80’s colors 
get added to the mix and it all really goes downhill 
from there.

Fashion is cyclical, but did anyone seriously 
think this stuff was cool back then?

We have all looked back at our photos and 
thought, “What was I thinking?” When we look 
back at our fashion today we will definitely be 
questioning what we were thinking.

Women: put away the leggings. Men: put away 
the capris. And everyone put away the skinny jeans. 
Choose clothes you like because they look good on 
you, not because the sixteen year old down the street 
is wearing the same outfit.

Associating popularity with our clothing may 
seem a little ridiculous but think about it—every 
store is selling the same items. This gives us the 
impression that if every store is selling it, then it 
must be popular.
' Every outfit choice we make says something.

Even though it may be popular, it may not say what 
we want it to say. A pair of leggings, for instance, may 
say to someone, “I’m trying to be trendy, plus you can 
see exacdy what I’m working with. So— if you like what 
you see, come on over.” While a cute pair of jeans and a 
simple top will say, “Feel free to come and talk to me, but 
do not be surprised when I do not go home with you.”

*
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Stop the hate, will you?
MARIAH BAKER | " <

Special to the Press

I had always felt safe at my college ‘til the day I heard 
a student yell across the room, “You should have hung 
yourself at birth faggot!”

This greatly affected and shattered my perception of 
the environment I was in. A few weeks later one of tny 
posters that said, “Gay is the new black; the great civil 
debate” was torn half off my door.

I responded by surrounding the whole thing in duck

Bullying and intolerance are 
present in colleges across the 
nation and, yes, it is present

at NMC.

tape; however, the next day I woke to someone loudly 
saying, “faggot” outside my door.

I consider myself lucky for the strength that my 
mother instilled within me. But, it greatly distresses me 
to think about others who must go through the same 
without a support system.

Recently in the news, we have heard about bullying 
resulting in suicides. Raymond Chase of New York was 
one of these students.

“Many consider this—the fifth suicide by a young 
gay person in the past few weeks—as a national call to 
action,” stated the Miami Herald, Campus Pride. He was 
nineteen and in college at the time.

Those five deaths did not need to happen. Bullying 
in college should not be tolerated. When people move 
away from home to go to college a lot of the time they 
can feel very alone. If you add to that the stress of studies 
and the effect of hate on a regular basis: the results can be tragic.

I am asking this of people who read this newspaper: 
when you see someone being harassed do not sit in silent 
acceptance hoping it will go away.

Stand up and say something. Make it known that 
you want a hate free campus.

Unfortunately, far too few people stand up for 
others and far too many laugh along like sheep with the 
harassment. I do not want to live in a world where there 
is passive observance of hate socially. Someone must stand 
up and say: “STOP THE HATE!” I will be that voice. 
Will you?

It is not a joke to tease someone, call them names 
and discriminate. Every word you throw out carelessly 
can mark a person forever. You could be the voice that 
saves a life or tears it down. Students like Raymond 
Chase 19, Asher Brown 13, Seth Walsh 13, Austin Aaberg 
15, and Billy Lucas 18 needed someone to stand up. And 
no one did.

Photo CourtesyiWALSH FAMILY/LOS ANGELES TIMES/MGT

Seth Walsh right, shown in this fam
ily photo with his brother Shawn, was 13 
when he hung himself after being teased 
in a local park during a time when he was 
searching for his sexual identity.

Mariah Baker is an NMC student and president of 
Spectrum. Spectrum is a GBLT student group.
For more information contact (231) 995-1043.

TRANSFERRING CAN BE EASY.
Take the next steps toward earning a bachelor’s degree.

• Transfer scholarships up to $4,000 annually.

• Transfer plans allow for easy transitions.

• Small class sizes averaging 15 students,

• Campus in Traverse City and online.

To create a personal transfer plan with an admissions 
representative, please call 1-800-686-1600, Sign up for a 
personal transfer web page at www.davenport.edu/vip 
Or visit www.davenport.edu/transfer for more information.

what am I going to do? what should I tell
him? how do I get medical care? can I

stay in school ? should i keep my baby? 
what about adoption?

We care... and we can help.

For free, confidential
.

answers to your questions 
about being pregnant, call 
Child and Family Services at
800.538.9984

BUSINESS i TECHNOLOGY | HEALTH
wvvw davenport edu 1-800-686-1600 S Davenport

UNIVERSITY Child & Family Services
of Northwestern Michigan

TRAVERSE CITY 2200 Dendrinos Drive. Suite 104 Strengthening the Fabric of the Family Since 1937
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Heels, wheels and automobiles sharing one road
IZACH NITZKIN

Managing Editor

Traverse City, much like any other city, has a diverse 
mix of residents — residents with needs. Each one of these 
individuals have friends to visit, events to attend and jobs 
to frequent. In most cases, these things take place outside 
of one’s residence. As such, a complex transportation 
system is required to facilitate all these needs, ideally one 
which caters to the greatest number of residents.

But when most visualize a transportation network 
their preconceived notion is to imagine the way in which 
motor vehicles traverse the area. Whether looking at 
the grid of a small town like Traverse City or a giant

"Start changing culture 
and do not be afraid of cars."

Gary Howe
mywheelsareturning.com

metropolis like Chicago, few consider the walkways and 
bike lanes as part of this network.

Traverse City has undergone a number of road and 
transportation related projects in recent years. But as 
dollars continue to be spent, some residents have begun 
to wonder why the changes they desire are not being 
implemented.

The increased occurrence of public projects has 
led to an increased public interest In the development 
of project plans. These influxes have in turn lead more 
residents to participate in the planning process. Earlier 
this year Traverse City approved a project to overhaul 
8th street. Once residents got wind of the accepted plan 
there was an upheaval of residents bordering 8th street. 
Some thought the proposed modifications decreased the 
functionality of the passageway for both motorists and 
pedestrians.

“All cities with strong space management also have 
strong advocacy groups,” said Gary Howe, founder 
and primary contributor to mywheelsareturning.com, 
an online blog offering a fresh perspective on the area’s 
transportation network as well as all the modes of 
transportation which utilize it.

Howe, a Traverse City resident and NMC adjunct 
faculcy member, launched the site in January 2010. The

site currently experiences about 250 hits per post.
“I have always been interested in public space,” said 
Howe. He envisions the site as a place to “inform, 
educate, rant and have fun.” Ultimately, he hopes the

site will be a medium where concerned locals can openly 
discuss their feelings and aspirations as they pertain to 
Traverse City’s transportation network.

“We have advantages with a nice grid and beautiful 
neighborhoods, but our major corridors have major 
issues,” said Howe.

As is the case in many small towns, bringing the 
hopes and aspirations of a community to fruition 
often proves to be difficult. Improving the pedestrian 
and cycling friendliness of our streets would likely 
be a welcome change to any number of residents. 
Unfortunately, the channels through which 
such changes are brought about can be 
tedious to navigate. In Traverse City, before 
any road and transportation alterations/ 
renovations can be made, a proposal needs to 
be formulated. It is then reviewed by the City 
Planning Committee. Once passed, it is sent 
to the
City Commission for final approval.

Howe wants to increase awareness at 
the early stages of the process. Through 
information forums like his blog, local 
residents can make known their ambitions of 
making our streets friendly to people utilizing 
multiple forms of transportation.

A common mistake made when 
planning transportation network projects 
is to undervalue the importance of making 
throughways friendly means of travel for 
forms of transport beyond the automobile.

“When we do a project we need to start 
prioritizing different modes of transportation, 
starting with the pedestrian, then the 
bicyclist, and ending with the single passenger 
vehicle,” said Howe, “part of the blog is 
letting people know when street projects 
come up.” This way the public can provide 
input before ground is broken.

A key reason more people do not apprise themselves 
of the proposed changes to the transportation 
functionality of their streets is the overriding tendency of

. our culture, said Howe. Too often pedestrians and bikers 
assume that they are visitors on an automobile’s road. 
Until people realize cars have no greater claim to the 
streets then do any other means of transport, said Howe, 
cities will continue to plan for single-passenger-vehicles.

To learn more about Howe and upcoming city projects 
visit my wheelsaretuming.com or contact Traverse City’s Local 
Planning Committee.

"A-Maze-tng Farm Adventure" 
A MICHIGAN CENTENNIAL FARM

©a Ottt-jar A,,.
‘tfopwtol

7100 E. Traverse Hwy 
(M-72 West)
3.5 miles from

West Grand Traverse Bay

Experience ourworld class GPS designed 10 
acre Corn Maze unlike any other in Northern 
Michigan.

Many other exciting family oriented things to do 
including our Huge pumpkin patch, farm market 
and horse drawn wagon rides.

Check our website for hours, days of operation & events

jacobs-corn-maze.com
Col 231-632-maze 16293!
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Trailing through Traverse City
The weather might be cooling off a 

bit around Traverse City, but that does 
not mean it is time to pack away your

0UT&
¥ ABOUT
♦ JEANETTE HAGBERG

Press Staff Columnist

bicycle. All summer long, people in 
northern Michigan hop on their bikes 
for a variety of reasons. Whether it is for 
transportation, recreation or just exercise, 
cycling is very popular in Grand Traverse 
County because we are lucky enough to 
have a vast set of trails and paths to use 
for cycling.

If you have lived in Traverse City for 
any length of time you have noticed the 
“TART in Town” signs. This trail starts at 
the college and goes through downtown, 
eventually merging with the TART trail by 
the Holiday Inn.

Kennard

WEAVER
for NMC Trustee

Website: weavernmctrustee.com 
Email: weavermctrustee@gmail.com

Paid for by the committee to elect Kennard Weaver, P.0. Box 5543, Traverse City, Michigan 49696

This path will get you from the 
college to downtown; from there you can 
utilize the bike lanes to navigate Front and 
State Streets. Depending on your pedaling 
speed, it takes about ten minutes to get 
from NMC to the State Theatre.

From a recreational standpoint,
TART is more than just a way to get 
somewhere. It also functions as a great tour 
of the area. Following the entire length of 
the trail takes cyclists from Williamsburg 
through Traverse City to Suttons Bay. Not 
all of the paths are completely paved, but 
there is a definite path the whole trip.

One stop along the trail is the 
Traverse Area District Library, which is 
a key point in a set of sculptures of the 

planets in our solar 
system. Beginning 
with the Sun, 
the planets are 
proportionally spaced 
from the library 
to Williamsburg.
One stride is equal 
to 400,000 miles. 
Under the sculpture 
of each planet there 
is a description 
including the 
mass, diameter and 
number of moons 
for each one.

Coming in 
from Williamsburg, 
the path turns at 
the library and

follows Railroad Avenue until it reaches 
Grandview Parkway. From there the path 
stays next to the bay until just past East 
Traverse Highway where it heads off into 
the woods. Every once in a while the trail

ONE OF FOUR LOCAL TRAILS, the as-of-yet incomplete Boardman 
Lake Trail is a two-mile recreational path located in downtown Traverse 
City. Right now, it follows the east side of the Boardman Lake providing 
easy access to the Traverse Area District Library and downtown.

crosses a street so you have to watch for 
traffic, but for the most part this section 
of the trail is just you and your bike. It is 
a nice escape from the everyday sounds of 
living in town.

Though the ride from Williamsburg 
to Suttons Bay is long, it is also beautiful.
It is an adventure. When the TART finally 
ended in Suttons Bay I felt a sense of 
accomplishment that I would not have 
gotten from anything else.

In Suttons Bay, you can walk around 
downtown and visit the little shops. The 
Bay Theatre is almost always showing a 
good movie - much like our own State 

Theatre in Traverse City.
For those who only bike for the 

exercise, any of the paths are useful, 
but the Boardman Lake Trail is a 
nice place to ride. There is almost 
always a breeze coming off the lake 
to cool you down as you ride and the

path usually is not very busy, since for the 
most part, it is purely recreational, rather 
than transport-based.

The Boardman Lake Trail is not quite 
complete, but riding on the shoulder of 
Cass Street and for a short time on South 
Airport Road helps complete the loop 
which takes about half an hour. If you do 
not want to ride on the road, the path goes 
from Logans Landing to the Library to 
almost Fourteenth Street. Most of the path 
is paved, and hopefully someday soon the 
trail can be completed.

Whether you are already an avid 
rider, or you rarely ride, the trail systems 
in Grand Traverse and Leelanau Counties 
have something to offer everyone. You 
also do not have to be a biker to use the 
trails. Everyday, people run, jog and walk 
the trails. They are a wonderful way to get 
outside and enjoy the nice weather and the 
brisk air of autumn.

LOCAL EDUCATION
for
LOCAL JOBS
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Pumpkin French Toast
TASTE OF 
HOME

JEANETTE HAGBERG
Press Staff Columnist

going crazy over pumpkin flavored

Now that the leaves are changing colors 
and it is getting cooler outside, I have 
been
foods. This recipe is a little different, not 
only because it is for breakfast rather than 
dinner, but it is also two recipes in one.
The pumpkin bread is good on its own as a

side, snack or dessert. You can add nuts, raisins or chocolate chips without any problem 
as well. It is also good with cream cheese. However, a slice of bread does not feel quite as 
much like a meal as French toast does. French toast always works better with bread that 
is at least a day old, so if you are in the mood for pumpkin bread, consider this as a great 
way to use up the rest of a loaf. This recipe is a little denser and more flavorful than most 
French toast and is good with or without syrup.

Recipe:
1/2 cups flour ($.16)
1/2 cup packed brown sugar ($.20)
1 1/2 tsp pumpkin pie spice ($.92) 
3/4 teaspoon baking powder ($.03) 
1/2 teaspoon baking soda ($.01)
2 eggs ($.26)
1 cup canned pumpkin ($1.00)
1/2 cup canola oil ($.13)
1/3 cup honey ($1.80)
(Total $4.51)

In a large bowl, combine the flour, brown sugar, pumpkin pie spice, baking powder and 
baking soda. Add the other ingredients and stir until everything is evenly mixed. Do not 
over mix. Pour batter into a greased loaf pan. Bake at 350 degrees for one hour. Cool and 
slice into eight pieces.

2 eggs ($.26)
1/2 cup milk ($.08)
1 tsp cinnamon ($.15)
1/2 tsp vanilla extract ($.24)
2 TBS butter ($.16)
(Total $.89)

Heat a large skillet over medium heat. Add butter. Whisk eggs, milk, cinnamon and 
vanilla. Coat both sides of each slice of bread in the egg mixture. Brown both sides of the 
bread. Serve warm.

Serves four.

Ride a bike - power your laptop
Years ago, some of NMC’s best people got together and 

formed the Environmental Sustainability Committee. It 
was spearheaded by faculty, administration student input, 
and meant to generate ideas on how NMC can be a leader 
in environmental responsibility and sustainability.

TECHNO
BABBLE
IT0M AUCH

Press Staff Columnist

The vision: To promote and support environmental 
initiatives, while serving as a resource to the campus and 
community.

It is not easy changing the policies of any business — 
let alone a college or university. Every idea needs to be 
researched, agreed upon, sent to policy council and so on. 
You get the red-tape picture.

All too often, agendas are pushed back, key members 
miss meetings, etc.

Sometimes it takes a little spark to ignite the fire again. 
Here are some Technobabble ideas, some of them worthy 
of consideration on publicity alone.

Harnessing human energy: There are numerous 
companies that are using gym equipment like stationary 
bikes, steps, elliptical or any kind of exercise machine to 
harness enerev back into the electrical erid.

ReRev, a Florida-based Company, provides retrofit 
devices that harness the power generated in a human 
workout and turns that energy into reusable electricity. 
Currently there are 17 colleges and universities using this 
system. ReRev estimates a typical 30-minute workout on 
one machine generates enough electricity to run a laptop 
computer for an hour, or a compact fluorescent light bulb 
for 2 Vi hours. Sounds farfetched, but it gets students 
thinking while they are sweating away.

Vehicles and transportation: They are a beautiful blue, 
but the SUV campus security vehicles that you see all 
over town do not get the best miles per gallon (MPG). 
Convert all the college vehicles to electric. With the new 
Chevy Volt or the Nissan Leaf, I am sure the high profile 
automakers would be more than anxious to please the 
Obama administration’s pleas to support community 
colleges. I cannot wait to see these vehicles plugged into 
the power station next to the Les Biederman Building, 
while CNN covers the story.

Install low flush toilets and conserving-water-faucets 
campus wide: At one gallon per flush (vs.five gallons per 
flush), with never a clog, the Coroma brand toilet can 
be retrofitted by one our local businesses, Eco-Building 
Products. They are located on Hall street in Traverse City’s 
warehouse district.

We had Caroma toilets installed in our own residence 
and with a growing, fiber-eating, teen-boy, we have not 
used the plunger yet.

Wind: Did you know that the Great Lakes, and 
specifically the coastal regions off northwest-lower 
Michigan, is one of the best wind fields in the world.
Only in the Pacific Northwest is this free resource more 
abundant. New technology from Vestas Inc., offers the 
choice of five different tower heights that vary from 44 
m to 74 m with maximum efficiency. Vesta would be a 
perfect fit for a collaborative effort with NMC to lead, not 
follow, in the formation of a large scale wind farm that 
could put hundreds, if not thousands, to work - all NMC 
students of course.

And what about technology we already have? Moodle 
is one of the best e-learning platforms on earth and 
available to every single teacher at NMC. Quizzes, 
interactivity, forums, videos, grading - it is all there.
NMC could mandate that every class become a “hybrid,” 
where one class per week is met this way. The savings in 
energy, transportation, parking and human resources, 
while setting an example for other institutions, would be 
substantial.

There are many, many more ideas that spring up every 
day. The point is to stay on top of it. Some of these ideas 
do not make fiscal sense initially. Donations, grants, 
federal assistance, tax breaks and the collaboration of big 
and small business can definitely ease the financial burden. 
Most importantly, the raising of public consciousness and 
leading the initiative for change is an outcome that NMC 
could be proud of.

*
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Rent it or 
Forget it

Predators coming to DVD October 19

I MEGHAN GOULDER
Press Staff Writer

I TYLER MARTIN
Press Staff Writer

Now in theaters
My Soul to Take

Producer Robert Rodriguez 
(Grindhouse) presents a bold new 
look into the Predator franchise 
with Predators, an energetic reboot 
of the popular film series.

Oscar winner Adrien Brody 
(The Pianist) plays Royce, a bulked- 
up mercenary who reluctantly 
leads a group of elite warriors on a 
dangerous mission to an unfamiliar 
jungle planet.

The seemingly innocent doctor 
Edwin, played by Topher Grace 
(That ‘70s Show), joins them on this
planet where they are to serve as living targets for a horde of alien 
Predators.

CSTs Laurence Fishburne plays Noland, an air assault soldier 
who survived for years on the hostile planet. He aids the group in 
understanding just what they’re up against. With all these cold
blooded human “predators” it’s the ultimate showdown between 
hunter and prey.

Like the 1987 original with Arnold Schwarzenegger, this film 
is entirely designed to give moviegoers a slick, unchallenging roller
coaster ride. It’s a vast improvement over the 1990 sequel.

This film is great to see with friends, so pop the popcorn, get the 
sodas out and have a scary movie night. Rated R for strong creature 
violence and gore, and pervasive language. Running Time: 105 minutes.

Verdict: Rent It!

Oceans out on DVD October 19.

Pierce Brosnan narrates the documentary Oceans filmed 
throughout the globe. This film is a stunning picture of the 
wonders in the world. It
gives us a picture of what 
we may be losing due to our 
selfish wastefulness.

It is filled with the most 
in depth footage of ocean life 
possibly ever captured. As 
you watch this film admire 
the beauty and contemplate 
on how you can keep it this 
was for as long as possible.
Run time 84 minutes.

Verdict: Rent It!

“The Master of Horror” Wes Craven returns 
to direct his newest film, My Soul to Take. After 
seeing this movie he should have that title 
stripped because this movie was awful.

My Soul to Take is set in a town called 
Riverton and starts out with Abel Plenkov 
(Raul Esparza) watching news footage about the 
Riverton killer called “The Ripper.” The killer 
has a unique knife that says “Vengeance” on it, 
which they happened to catch on the camera. 
(Yup, so far this movie has already started to 
go off the deep end. Really—a normal security 
camera capable of zooming in and enhancing 
something that small? Remember, we’re only 
three minutes into the movie).

After Abel watches the news, he accidentally 
finds that particular 
blade with blood 
on it in his drawer.
Upon picking up the blade,
Abel starts talking to himself 
and his several personalities.
He quickly realizes that he 
is the killer. The killer inside 
him tells him that if he calls 
his doctor to tell him that he 
has been doing the killings, 
then he will take control 
of him and kill his wife, 
daughter and unborn son.
Abel ignores him because he 
believes that he can control 
it, but sure enough, he 
doesn’t.

When the cops and the 
doctor arrive a bloody mess 
greets them. In a-showdown, the killer is shot 
and taken to the hospital. When he wakes up 
inside the ambulance he causes the ambulance to 
get into an insane car crash.

After the crash the killer is missing and 
presumed dead because his gurney ends up 
near the lake. The second the killer “dies” seven 
children are born.

Fast-forward sixteen years to Riverton. The 
town seems to have memorialized The Riverton 
Killings by, each year, turning off all lights in 
town and having the seven kids do a ritual. Each 
year, at the site where the ambulance crashed, 
one of the seven dresses up (as something that 
looks nothing like the killer) and another fights 
it off.

This is where we are introduced to the seven 
kids. First, we have Brandon (Nick Lashaway), 
the typical type of school jock; then we have 
Brittany (Paulina Olszyinski), the cute and 
somewhat superficial blonde; Penelope (Zena 
Grey), the bible-preacher; Alex (John Magaro), 
the prankster; Jerome (Denzel Whitaker) the 
kid who has problems; Jay (Jeremy Chu); and 
finally, Bug (Max Thieriot), the loser that no 
one in the student body likes except his outcast 
friends. He is suffering from mental issues. He

talks to himself a lot and is the one with the best 
connection to “The Ripper.”

After being introduced to the characters, we 
find out that Bug has been chosen this year to 
fight off the “killer.” Bug gets scared, the cops 
show up and everyone flees the scene. After Bug, 
Jay and Alex get away, Bug tells them that he is 
scared the killer will return and come after all of 
them because he didn’t fight off the killer.

They say there is nothing to worry about, but 
sure enough people in the group start getting 
picked off one by one. If Bug wants to save 
what’s left of the remaining seven, he’ll have to 
confront “The Ripper” head on. The killer will 
not stop until they’re all dead.

How this came into Wes Craven’s head is 
completely beyond me. I have 
always been a Wes Craven fan. I 
love the original A Nightmare on 
Elm Street, Hills Have Eyes and 
all the Scream movies and I have 
nothing but support for the guy. 
He usually brings something 
original and scary, but this is 
film is as bad as any recent M. 
Night Shamaylan horror films.

The acting is awful, so awful 
to the point that it feels like 
casting director just picked these 
kids up off the street.

The only thing worse than the 
acting is the script. The script 
has so many problems. There is 
nothing for these actors to work 
with. The high school hi-jinks 
they have in the film do not 

move the story along at all; they may as well be 
cut out of the film!

What annoyed me was that they kept 
throwing so many red herrings at me that it got 
to the point that anyone could have been the killer.

I kept questioning if this was a comedy 
because this film is not scary at all.

The gore factor in this film is so low that it 
is barely R-Rated. It’s weird that Wes Craven is 
directing this to the audience with the age range 
of 13-16. If these kids are not even old enough 
buy a ticket to this “horror” flick then what’s the 
point? The 3D is so awful and pointless that it 
surpasses films like Clash of the Titans and The 
Last Airbender’s 3D conversions.

I kept taking the glasses off and could see 
the characters perfectly. The background is a bit 
fuzzy here and there and that’s it.

You should not subject yourself to this crap. 
It’s a shame that I just witnessed Wes Craven’s 
return to horror and it turns out to be his worst 
film. This makes me worried for Scream 4 
coming this April. Don’t pay to see this movie, 
don’t rent it, don’t even red box it. Just act like 
this film never existed.



October 14, 2010
WHITE PINE PRESS www.whitepinepress.org ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 1 3

Far East Movement:
Free wired

John Lennon 
70th birthday tributes

■ TRAVIS TROXELL
Press Staff Writer

When I first discovered Far East 
Movement I deemed them generic 
electro hop music, which is indeed 
what they are. However they are also 
quite catchy. Shallow and superficial, 
but easily more talented than Ke$ha 
and Jay Sean combined.

The all Asian-American group’s 
fifth studio album, Free Wired, was 
tailored for clubs. The synth beats are 
overpowering sometimes, but they still 
complete the mission of making you 
tap your toes. Slow songs are non
existent on this album, as everything 
remains the same speed.

The most mainstream song is 
“Rocketeer” featuring super-producer 
Ryan Tedder from One Republic.
It is a very predictable song, that 
sounds comparable to “Airplanes” 
and “Billionaire,” but undoubtedly 
it will make its way to single status. 
“Rocketeer” is likable, but not my first 
choice, nor is
it my second 
or third for 
that matter.
If all they 
want to do 
is break into 
the American 
market, 
then it is a 
good choice 
of a poorly 
produced and 
unoriginal song.

The song 
“Fighting For
Air” featuring Vincent Frank is hands 
down the worst track. It is terribly 
repetitive to the point of stuttering 
lovesick, sappy lyrics over a mid-tempo 
synth. I could hardly handle listening 
to it all the way through. “I need to sit 
down, girl, ‘cause I can’t breathe, you 
take my breathe away from me.” Could 
worse lyrics be in existence?! Don’t 
answer that!

“Girls on the Dance Floor” is one 
of the more catchy songs as well as 
“If I Was You” featuring Snoop Dogg, 
which incorporates a little 8-bit into

the hip hop tinged track. These are 
much more to my taste, simply because 
it did not remind me of anything from 
Adam Lambert’s repertoire. It would 
be unlikely to get much radio play, 
but releasing it to clubs would be a 
smart choice.

Hands down the only song I can 
truthfully enjoy is “Like A G6.” It’s all 
over the radio and clubs, but for good

The synth beats are overpowering 
sometimes, but they still complete 

the mission of making you 
tap your toes.

reason. The sad part is the reason it is 
so popular is not because of Far East 
Movement themselves but the because 
of the collaborating artists, The 
Cataracs and Dev.

There are enough customary
Patron references 
on this album to 
make Far East 
Movement’s 
commercial success 
concrete. I would 
recommend Free 
Wired for fans of 
electro hop and 
also for fans of 
bands like Hyper 
Crush and Pitbull.
I might have liked 
this album much 
more if Cherrytree 
Records had 
not made their

collaboration with Natalia Kills solely 
for the UK release.

I typically love hearing of breakout 
artists like Far East Movement, but 
Free Wired is half full. Their efforts 
came across as a watered down version 
of Lil Jon’s Crunk Rock and there 
are only a handful of genuinely good 
songs. However since they did not 
intend to make high brow music, I can 
let it slide, because it could provide 
some swell background music at a 
party, otherwise just buy a few of the 
tracks from iTunes.

I MEGHAN GOULDER
Press Staff Writer

Seventy years after the birth of 
John Lennon, and three decades after 
his untimely passing, the memory of 
Lennon’s message of peace continues to 
touch the masses. His songs still live on 
in the hearts and minds of fans around 
the world.

This month there are many tributes 
planned to celebrate what would have 
been his 70th birthday on Oct. 9. 
Lennon’s widow, Yoko Ono, relit the 
Imagine Peace Tower
in Reykjavik, Iceland 
on Lennon’s birthday.
Ono was also able to 
get over one million 
wishes for peace to 
coincide with the 
relighting of the tower 
by telling Lennon fans 
to tell all their friends 
on Twitter to tweet 
“ 1 million wishes for 
peace” to @IPTower.

On Oct. 5, a 
signature box set that
includes eleven digitally re-mastered 
studio albums plus two CD bonus set 
featuring thirteen previously unreleased 
home recordings and more. It also 
includes personal essays from Yoko Ono, 
and sons Julian and Sean Lennon and 
a sixty page hardbound book with rare 
photographs, drawings, never before seen 
collages and handwritten lyrics. Plus a 
70th birthday Lennon art print.

The John Lennon Signature Box Set 
is a beautiful collection celebrating his 
birthday and is worthy of any Lennon fan.

Gibson Acoustic is excited and 
honored to be offering three 70th 
Anniversary John Lennon J-160E 
acoustic guitars to celebrate this 
legendarily artist. There will be a VERY 
limited number of these handmade 
acoustic guitars ever released to the public.

Online? 
Check us ou

www.whitepine

To coincide with the tributes this 
month, Nowhere Boy, a film about a 
young Lennon, was released on Oct. 8.

The movie focuses on his teenage 
years and the start of his journey 
to becoming a successful musician.
The story examines the impact his 
relationships with the two dominant 
females in his childhood (his Aunt Mimi 
and his mother, Julia) his early life.
The film also shows the first meeting 

of Lennon with future 
Beatle Paul McCartney, 
and the development of 
their friendship and the 
beginning of the greatest 
partnership in music 
history.

The film will be filled 
with plenty of talented 
actors. Lennon is played 
by Aaron Johnson 
{Kick-Ass), Kristen Scott 
Thomas plays Aunt Mimi 
and Anne-Marie Duff 
(The Last Station) plays

Julia. The script is partially based on the 
memoir by his sister Julia Baird.

With all of these wonderful tributes 
celebrating Lennon’s birthday it reflects 
that there are new generations of listeners 
that link moments in their lives with his 
message; peace.

As I reflected on Lennon’s life this 
month I thought about a verse he sang 
from his song “Imagine”; “Imagine all 
the people living life in peace You may 
say that I’m a dreamer but I’m not the 
only one I hope someday you’ll join us 
and the world will be as one.” As a way 
to honor Lennon’s life, let us use that 
message as our anthem for peace and love 
around the world.

“Imagine PEACE, Think.PEACE, Act 
PEACE, Spread PEACE” - John Lennon

If
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Game Review

www.whitepinepress.org

Enslaved: odyssey to the west

■ SCOTT PELL
Online A&E Producer

Sit down, turn your phone off, shut up, and watch the movie!
■ TYLER MARTIN

Press Staff Writer

Enslaved: Odyssey to the West comes to us from 
Ninja Theory, makers of Heavenly Sword for the 
PS3. The story starts with the main character, 
Monkey, trapped on a slave ship. He watches 
the ship from his containment pod, and sees a 
slave woman escape. Amidst all the commotion, 
Monkey also escapes from his pod and attempts to 
catch up with the woman to work together to escape.

After a few tussles with battle mechs and some 
ridiculous platforming sequences that take place 
on the wings of the slave ship, the two eventually 
escape. Players are introduced to the other primary 
character of the game, Trip, who has put a device 
on Monkey so that she can ensure that he will do 
as she says. This is the start of Enslaved: Odyssey to 
the West.

The gameplay of Enslaved feels like a cross 
between Prince of Persia: The Sands of Time 
and Ico. It is like Prince of Persia in that players 
control a very acrobatic character, who is also very 
combat-oriented. It is also like Ico in that players 
drag around a helpless character in a dangerous 
environment. Combat is simple, with only the 
light and heavy attacks to choose from. However, 
there are upgrades to improve combat and gain 
an edge over those malign mechs. Platforming 
in the game is made easy, with every climbable 
object shimmering, indicating exactly where to go. 
This can help because occasionally the objects can 
blend in with the rest of the environment.

The graphics of Enslaved are beautiful. All of 
the environments in the game are wonderfully 
rendered and the colors leap off the screen. The art 
direction in the game is ingenious.

All the characters in the game are unique and 
combine with extremely well done detail. Some 
mechs look like they were haphazardly thrown 
together pieces of scrap, but the main characters 
of the game are simple and elegant. The camera 
gives players very cinematic angles to heighten the 
experience and allow them to take in the gorgeous 
landscapes. The camera also heightens combat. 
When Monkey is taking out the last robot, the 
camera zooms in on him while he smashes the 
final mech in half and oil spills through the 
air while Monkey is screaming with fury. The 
characters are not half bad either.

The characters understandably come off a 
bit stiff in the beginning, due to their current 
predicament, but as time goes on they loosen 
up and actually become likeable. You really get 
great moments of interaction between Monkey 
and Trip. The characters become even more 
entertaining when another character is introduced. 
He is part mech and is easily one of the coolest 
original characters this year.

The music in Enslaved has a great mystical 
feel that also blends with electronic elements 
which suits the game perfectly. Players run 
through ruined cities and constantly run into the 
modern conventions of mechs and other various 
machinery. In other words, it’s really cool.

Enslaved is a great game that will last you ten 
to twelve hours. It’s great and original, which 
is another reason you should take a look at it. 
However, I didn’t see much replay value in it, 
unless you’re feeling nostalgic, or you want to get 
100 percent. Definitely check this game out though.

Don’t you just hate going 
to a movie and having to sit in 
front of those people that never 
shut up? Or having to sit behind 
the people who keep opening 
their phones to text, tweet or 
check Facebook during the 
entire movie?

I do. I know I am not alone 
on this. This has been getting 
increasingly worse every year. I 
have several personal experiences 
on this matter.

When I was viewing Public 
Enemies, some drunken guy 
was yelling really loudly to his 
girlfriend about Johnny Depp’s 
mustache throughout the movie. 
While watching 7/te Other Guys, 
someone in front of me was 
texting with their phone at its 
full brightness to the point that 
it was blinding. It’s sad that the 
mass population cannot sit still 
and watch something for at 
least an hour-and-a-half without 
texting someone.

Parents I acknowledge that 
you may not want to leave your 
children with a sitter, but please 
do. I just recently watched Case 
39 and someone brought their

two-year-old with them and the 
kid talked really loudly and ran 
up and down the aisle while the 
mother never did anything to 
stop it.

Why do people act like this? 
Is it because they think they are 
the most important person? Or 
are they even thinking at all?
You can’t say that it’s the 
employee’s responsibility to do 
something about it, because 
corporate theaters can do little 
to nothing about these situations.

What if all theaters decided 
to enforce serious rules like the 
Alamo Draft House in Austin, 
Texas? If you talk at all during 
the movie, you are thrown 
out—no refund! You must keep 
your phone in your pocket at 
all times otherwise it will be 
confiscated. I have to admit,
I may even be scared by these 
rules. As I write this article, I 
realize I can do better along 
with you.

The main thing we can do 
is acknowledging the fact that 
we are not the only people in 
the theater. Everyone around us 
paid the same amount of money.

Tips to remember:
1. Keep talking quiet and to a minimum
2. Keep your cell phone on silent-not vibrate, silent
3. There is no need to come to a movie drunk
4. Please find a babysitter
5. Be respectful of other viewers' space

Happy movie viewing!
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Calendar
Thursday, Oct. 14 “Women of Lockerbie” at the Studio at the Depot. The show runs through Oct.
23 with Thursday, Friday and Saturday shows at 8 p.m. and a Sunday matinee at 3 p.m. For more 
information or tickets visit www.oldtownplayhouse.com or call 947-2364.

Friday, Oct. 15 Cape Dorset Reception & Sale, 6 p.m. at the Dennos Museum Center. For more 
information, call 995-1055.

Friday, Oct. 15 Public Viewing Night at R }g ;i s •) '°ei v’tory on Birmley Rd. from 8-10 p.m. For 
more information, call 995-2300.

Friday, Oct.l5-Sunday, Oct.17 Great Lakes Bioneers Conference at Northwestern Michigan College. 
For more information, registeration i.■ 1 « J. >•1 n aati: 1 >1; ;h - J it, v sit www.glbconference.info.

Friday, Oct. 15, at the Grand
Traverse Lighthouse. Is the Grand Traverse Lighthouse really haunted? Every Friday and Saturday in 
October go back in time at the Grand Traverse Lighthouse. Shopping and refreshments to follow each 
Ghost Walk in the lighthouse gift shop. Tickets are $5.00 available in advance ONLY. Call the Grand 
Traverse Lighthouse (231) 386-7195 for tickets and details.

Saturday, Oct. 16 Run for Ethiopia at 5 p.m. at The Food For Thought Farm in Honor. For more 
information, visit www.onthegroundglobal.org.

Sunday, Oct. 17 Choral Ensembles in Concert, 4 p.m., First Congregational Church

Tuesday, Oct. 19, NMC Student Greens, Special Guest: Marty Arkin just returned from Haiti and will 
speak on Haiti Medical Relief. Horizon Books (lower-level), Traverse City, 6:30p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 21 International Affairs Forum lecture by Dr. Pauline Muchina, Challenges Facing 
Subsaharan Africa in the 21st Century, 6 p.m. at Milliken Auditorium. For more information, call 
995-1055.

Friday, Oct. 22 LIFE Luncheon, “What We’ve Found-Exploring the Bottom of the Bays,”
12-1:30 p.m. at the Great Lakes Campus. For more information, call 995-1700.

Friday, Oct. 22 Small Business Conference, “Thriving, Not Just Surviving,” 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
at the.Hagerty Center. For more information, call 995-1700 .

Friday, Oct. 22 Great Lakes-Great Chefs, 6 p.m. at Lobdell’s, A Teaching Restaurant. More 
information is available at www.nmc.edu/resources/lobdeUs/index.html or by calling 995-1021.

Friday, Oct. 22 Golden Dragon Acrobats, 8 p.m. at Milliken Auditorium. For more information, caU 
995-1553.

Friday, Oct. 22-Sunday, October 24 Holiday Sale, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Friday & Saturday; 1-5 p.m. Sunday, at 
the Dennos Museum Center. For more information, caU 995-1055.

Friday, Oct. 22, Haunted Hayrides at Black Star Farms. The price is $5/per person for an evening of 
fright. Wine, cider and wood fired pizzas featuring local fare will be available for purchase at the Hearth and 
Vine Restaurant. 7:00p.m. - 9:30p.m. Hearth and Vine Cafe, Black Star Farms. Runs through Oct. 30.

Tuesday, Oct. 26 Flu Shot Clinic, 1-3 p.m. in room 106 in the 
Biederman Building. For more information, caU 995-1255.

Tuesday, Oct. 26 NMC Music Department convocation, 
12:30 p.m. at Milliken Auditorium. For more information, caU 
995-1055.

Friday, Oct. 29 Somi concert, 8 p.m. at Milliken Auditorium. 
For more information, caU 995-1553.

Michigan Collect* » Traverse City Mt 
FOOD • FILM * FUN * FAMILIES « MUSIC • ART • WORKSHOPS
COME FOR L 2, OR 3 OAYSI OP«N TO THE: PUBLIC
9i b c o n f e f e n c e. © t g I 2 31.947.0312

FREE to 
NMC students, 

faculty and staff

r r'
NMC info on the go!

GEEao Msg 194

Ann Wright, Colonel USA (RET)

Sign op f or fliert messaging!
icJltaffiKuWo___

Campus closures
It s easy ;. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

wuw.nmc.edu/setfsgruke
Pick on "Personal Inf o’*

Saturday, Oct. 30 Zombie 5K Run at 9 a.m. in the Warehouse 
District of downtown Traverse City. For more information caU 
941-4300 or visit www.tczombierun.com

Dennos Museum Center I Milliken Auditorium 
Tuesday, October 26

Doors Open and Music by David Collini 6:30 p.m. 
Presentation 7:00 p.m.

The event is free — donations welcomed

DELETE W

Saturday, Oct. 30 Holiday Ornament Workshop with Diane 
Nunez, 10 a.m. at the Dennos Museum. For more information, 
call 995-1055.

For information: www.mideastjustpeace.gatheringblogs.org 
www.traversepeacealerts.org 

or call (231) 271-6193 or (231) 933-7270

•t



October 14, 2010
WHITE PINE PRESS1 6 PROPUBLICA

Researcher on For-Profit Schools Says 
She Disclosed Tie to Investment Firm

ISHARONA COUTTS
ProPublica

ProPublica is a non-profit, investigative 
journalism organization dedicated to, 
“[exposing] abuses of power and betrayals 
of the public trust by government, business, 
and other institutions. ” The White Pine Press 
will be publishing pieces from ProPublica 
throughout the year, to give our readers access 
to world class investigate journalism.

Last week, [Propublica] reported that 
an unnamed investment firm had paid a 
researcher to draft a letter to U.S. Education 
Secretary Arne Dun can alleging that for- 
profit colleges and universities were signing 
up students from homeless shelters.

Several shelter officials who the 
researcher recruited to sign the letter told 
us they were unaware she was working 
for a firm that might stand to profit if 
Duncan’s department cracked down on 
the schools, as it is considering under rule 
proposed today to protect students from 
taking on too much debt.

Now the researcher, Johnette 
McConnell Early, has provided an email 
she wrote to one of the letter’s signers,
Neil Donovan, the executive director and 
president of the National Coalition for

the Homeless, in which she refers to “the 
investment firm that is paying me for my 
time while I do this research.”

Early coordinated 20 executives from 
homeless shelters and services around 
the country to sign the letter. She has 
declined to name the firm that paid her, 
but Donovan told us that an attachment 
to Earlys e-mail identifies it as CPMG 
Investment Management Company of 
Dallas. The firm did not return calls, and 
Early would not comment.

Donovan initially told ProPublica 
that he did not know Early was working 
for a firm that potentially could benefit if 
stocks for for-profit schools took a dive. 
Short sellers’ interest in the sector has been 
growing, according to Will Duff Gordon, 
an analyst with the research firm Data 
Explorers. Prominent short-seller Steven 
Eisman has likened for-profits to the 
subprime mortgage industry.

Asked about Earlys May 12 e-mail, 
Donovan stated that, while he noted that 
she was being paid by an investment firm 
to do the research, he did not understand 
that the firm might have a direct financial 
stake in the issue.

Instead, he said he assumed Early 
was an independent researcher and had 
succeeded in securing funding. “That’s how 
I do my job,” he said. “I do research and 
we find companies to fund our research. 
We say, 'Can you give us $10,000 to do 
this report on homelessness and food.’
And they say, ‘Yeah.’ And then we do the 
research and we’ll give them credit for it.” 
Early provided the e-mail through her 
lawyer and hung up when ProPublica 
called for explanation.

Donovan said he stands by his earlier 
statements that he was angered to learn of 
Earlys connection to the investment firm. 
Both Donovan and Earlys lawyer declined 
to provide the e-mail attachments.

Donovan said the attachment about 
the investment firm “didn’t make sense.” 
“I’m not an investment person, so it’s kind 
of jargon that is not familiar to me,” he 
said. “I think it’s a real stretch to assume that 
I would sit down and I would connect all 
these dots and assume the worst,” he said.

ProPublica’s Nicholas Kusnetz 
contributed to this post.

Enrollment in 
for-profit colleges
Popularity of for-profit schools 
has increased in recent years.

NOTE: Only degree-granting, for-profit 
colleges are included; fall enrollment 
numbers are used

Source: U.S. Department of Education 
Graphic: Chicago Tribune © 2010 MCT

Did you know you can earn your bachelor's degree right here on the NMC 
campus? Ferris partners with your local community college to provide a 
quality education at an affordable price. Our 2+2 and 3+1 programs 
are set up so that you take two or three years of NMC courses x 
and one or two years of Ferris courses. The overall cost of
your degree is low because you pay the community z 'z

college tuition rate and Ferris' public university , - z . * . z
tuition rate. Financial aid is also available for both ./ z ' I
the Ferris and community college classes. z s

NEW! «
Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Business

HOTEL
MANAGEMENT

Now at
k NMC! J

Visit our local office to find out more

Ferris State 
University
TRAVERSE CITY

2200 Dendrinos Dr., Suite 100 ■ Traverse City, Ml 49684 ■ Phone: (231) 995-1734 ,366
FerrisNorth@ferris.edu ■ www.ferris.edu, offcampus
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