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We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may

Going deep
NMC student Cory 
Golden discusses 
his work with Grand 
Traverse Bay Underwater 
Preserve

There's a new 
tablet in town
Press columnist Tom Auch 
takes a hands-on look at the 
new Motorola Xoom

The skipper 
is back
Sports editor Zach 
Nitzkin previews 
the Beach Bums coaching 
lineup for the 2011 season

Food costs spike
Winter freeze and gas prices to blame as students feel the pinch

IMADDY MESA
Press Senior Staff Writer

This winter the produce industry took a big hit when a “Big 
Freeze,” or a long period of sub-zero temperatures, wiped out many 
crops grown in California, Florida and Mexico. The freeze led to a 
shortage of vegetables across the country and a jump in prices.

“Because of the big freeze, some pricing for vegetables have qua
drupled,” said Robert Scott, general manger of Sodexo. “Ninety 
percent of produce has been lost.”

This means that certain foods and produce in the cafeteria and 
cafe will most likely disappear for a few weeks until the crop im
proves. But the freeze is not the only thing to blame for high pric
es. As gas prices rise food items will be marked up in price to cover 
transportation which will lead to high prices here at NMC’s cafeteria 
and cafes - something students and dorm residents of NMC are not 
happy about.

According to a Consumer Price Index Summary for January 
2011 on the United States Department of Labor website, “over the 
last 12 months, the food index has risen 1.8 percent with the food at 
home index up 2.1 percent; both 12-month changes are the highest 
since 2009.”

That means that prices of food have gone up everywhere around 
the country not just at NMC. But this does not help the students 
who eat at NMC everyday or who live in the dorms and have to eat 
food there on the weekend when they can’t go home.

“We have to be more creative with what we buy,” said Scott,
“and more creative with meals.”

The cafeteria has become more creative with Battle of the Chefs. 
Students have food prepared for them by different chefs and then 
they rate the chefs on creativity, taste, presentation, etc. TC Tues
days, as well as Fresh Food Fridays are other ways the cafeteria is try
ing to be creative.

“We do buy locally,” said Scott, “but it’s not always cheaper.”
With TC Tuesdays and Fresh Food Fridays the cafeteria is able to 

provide fresh, locally grown produce from places like Cherry Capital 
Foods. But prices are still high for a lot of students on campus. And 
students with meal plans need to watch how they spend their money 
more closely.

“I bought a lot for other people last semester,” said Symph Zak 
who ran out of money on her meal plan a month early. “This semes
ter I’m budgeting more and not eating as much.”

Evelyn St. John, a barista who works in the cafe, knows all to 
well on what students are spending their money on.

“A lot of money is spent on energy drinks and coffee,” said St. 
John. “I go through three to four cases of Monster Energy drinks in 
a weekend.”

St. John also said that other big purchases are Naked juices 
Smart Water, Gatorade, PowerAde and Vitamin Water. She also no
ticed a difference between what male and female students will spend 
their money on. For example, St. John notices male students are all 
about the energy drinks like Red Bull and Five-Hour energy whereas 
female students will buy food or meals for their friends.

• See BIG FREEZE on page 4
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NMC STUDENT BEN STARKEY receives a ring which serves as a reminder for the 
Diamond Divas Drag Show. Tickets are available in the Student Life office.

WHO'S THAT LADY promoting the Diamond Divas 
Drag Show? Several NMC student groups joined forces 
to put on the Diamond Divas Drag Show March 15,
8 p.m. at the Milliken Auditorium.
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Joshua Sisco, News Briefs Editor

Talent show sign up
The deadline to sign up for the NMC Talent Show is March 18 in the Student Life 
office. The show will take place on Wednesday, April 6, so students still have plenty 
of time left to work on that skit, song, dance, or display of talent to wow their fellow 
students. Prizes will be awarded. For more information, or to register, contact the 
Student Life Office at www.nmc.edu/student-life

Nation building lecture next in series
The third speaker in the International Affairs Forums Lecture Series is Benjamin Busch, 
a former U.S. Marine officer. Also an actor on HBO’s “The Wire,” Busch will present 
“Challenges for the Modern Military: Nation Building,” Thursday, March 17, from 
6 until 7:15 p.m. at the Milliken Auditorium. A 5:15 p.m. reception will precede the 
lecture. Each monthly installment in the series features a notable speaker: government 
advisors, ambassadors, professors, and others expound on current international events 
as they relate to their respective fields. The cost is $10 to the public and free to current 
students and educators. For more information or to purchase tickets, contact the 
Dennos Museum at (231) 995-1553

Comedian hypnotizes with free show
Dale K will be performing his one man show at the Milliken Auditorium on March 
21 from 7-9 p.m. free of charge. The audience will be mesmerized by this unique 
performer as he demonstrates the power of suggestion on volunteers in a comedic 
atmosphere. Performing more than 200 shows annually, Dale K is a multi-media experience 
including full audio and video projection, staging, and theatrical lighting. For more 
information or to purchase tickets contact the Dennos Museum at (231) 995-1553 

NMC to offer training program for local jobs
Century Inc., a steel component manufacturer, will look to NMC for assistance in the 
creation of up to 35 new jobs over the next four years. Michigan legislation passed the 
New Jobs Training Program in 2008 that pays for training by diverting taxes from the 
new job payroll. The new positions include production, office workers, and engineer. 
They will start at the base rate allowed for the program, $12.95 per hour. This is the 
second time that NMC has taken advantage of the training program. The first was in 
December 2010 with 13 new j obs at Electro-Optics Technology, Inc., a Traverse City 
Supplier of components for laser systems.

Gowns for graduates
Caps, gowns, and tassel packages are still available until March 18 at the NMC 
bookstore. Sets are $30.50 plus tax. Items are also available individually. For questions 
call the NMC bookstore at (231) 995-1285.

Celtic blaze heats up at Dennos Museum Center
Celtic Blaze featuring Stephanie Cadman will bring their multi-faceted performance 
to the Milliken Auditorium March 12, at 8 p.m. This brand new theatrical endeavor 
combines Celtic music with a modern twist and dance ranging from tap to step. Tickets 
are $25 in advance, $28 at the-door, and $22 for museum members. Tickets may be 
purchased at www.dennosmuseum.org or by calling the box office at (231) 995-1553. 

Free Audubon workshop for the birds
A beginning birders workshop hosted by the Grand Traverse Audubon Club will take 
place at the Boardman River Nature Center on March 12 from 10 a.m. until 12 p.m. 
for anyone interested in learning more about birding in the Grand Traverse area. The 
workshop will focus on necessary equipment, getting started, and the benefits of birding. 
Get all your questions answered as you spend one on one time with experienced bird 
watchers. For more information visit www.natureiscalling.org

Turn trash into treasure
Not sure what to do with all those plastic grocery bags that have been amassing? March 
19, from 1-2 p.m. at the Boardman River Nature Center, Jeanne Hinds’s workshop 
teaches how to turn those bags into works of art. Learn how to transform paper and 
plastic into useful creations that will help you discover an approach to recycling you 
never thought possible. For more information, visit www.natureiscalling.org 

Recognizing invasive species
The Grand Traverse Conservation District invites you to learn more about unwanted 
trees, shrubs, and many other invasive plant species in the GT region. The meeting will 
take place on March 12 from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m. at the Boardman River Nature Center. 
Robin Christensen, a Land Management Specialist, answers questions on recognizing, 
controlling, and eradicating these unwanted invaders. A $5 donation is suggested.
For more information, or to register, go to www.natureiscalling.org

Drag divas dazzle at Dennos Museum Center
“NMC s Diamond Divas Drag Show” takes place in the Milliken Auditorium at 8 p.m. 
on Tuesday, March 15. “This a great opportunity to show support for the diversity on the 
NMC campus, said Francis Hartsuff, coordinator of the show. “This is the fourth show 
we’ve done and the turnout is better every time. We are expecting up to 300 people this 
year.” Diamond Divas, hosted by Northwestern Michigan College’s Residence Life staff, will 
feature both female and male performers. Tickets for this event are $4 for students, $5 for the 
general public, and $10 at the door. For more information, or to purchase tickets, contact the 
Student Life Office on the lower level of West Hall at (231) 995-1118.

r
EARN YOUR LIBERAL STUDIES DEGREE

By CAROLYN McKELLAR • DENNI DON HUNTING 

NASA/JET PROPULSION LABORATORY (JPL) Solar System Ambassador

Night Sky, My Dear Old Friend
Night sky, my dear old friend, sparkling, brilliant, black , and deep. 

So very comforting, in your silence.
You spread out far beyond my sight and my imagination.

You were here before I arrived and you will go on after I leave. 
When I look deep into you, I feel very small and alone.

I can’t help but wonder, if somewhere in you, 
there is someone like me looking into you, 

wondering if somewhere looking into to you, 
there is someone like me.

Denni Don Hunting

The NMC Astronomical Association is continuing to host open houses through the rest of the year. 
Upcoming Open House dates are:

April 9 — 9pm-1 1pm 
April 22 - 9pm-llpm

Please visit nmcac.yolasite.com for more information.

Information regarding Open Houses at the NMC Observatory 
can be found on the website www.nmc.edu/rogersobservatory

«

Opportunities in Environmental 
Leadership and More
LEARN ABOUT THESE OPPORTUNITIES AT 
OUR INFORMATION SESSION!
Wednesday, March 16, 6 p.m. at NMC Great Lakes Campus, Room 111

Why our bachelor’s degree in liberal studies is unique:
• It’s Convenient - Complete the entire program in Traverse City 

at the NMC University Center.
• It’s Flexible - Customize your coursework around your 

environmental focus. Build your emphasis area around 
your skills and interests.

• It’s Pertinent - Analyze today's problems to contribute to 
tomorrow’s solutions.

Call (231) 995-1785 or email nminfo@gvsu.edu to reserve your 
space today.

www.gvsu.edu/envleadership

NMC
University 

Center '
GrandVyitiy 
StateUniversity, 

Traverse City 
Regional Center
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ROM THE SOURCE'S MOUTH
By CHLOE BOUDJALIS Alternative Story Format Editor

J
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Dive in, the water's fine
NMC student plunges into underwater archaeology, serves on GTBUP board

■
 CHLOE BOUDJALIS
Alternative Story Format Editor

NMC student Cory Golden is an underwater archeologist 
who serves as a board member for the Grand Traverse Bay 
Underwater Preserve (GTBUP). Entirely run by volunteers, 
the GTBUP maintains the underwater preserve in Grand 
Traverse Bay.

WPP: How did you get involved with this field?
CG: Basically, I began with NAS training at NMC 

about two years ago, which is a series of courses they 
offer—-NAS I and NAS II, which stands for Nautical 
Archeological Society. Basically, it teaches you the basics 
of underwater archeology, and NAS II is how to apply 
that training in the field. So, I went through those 
courses, and for our fieldwork, we got some support from 
the Grand Traverse Bay Underwater Preserve (GTBUP); 
and, when I was in that class, I was also there with some 
members of the GTBUP, and that’s how I got involved.
I started doing more fieldwork with them, and now I am 
on the board.

WPP: What are most of the wrecks like?
CG: Id say the majority of our wrecks are from the 

late 1870s to about the 1950s. Three quarters of a mile 
north from Old Mission, there’s a schooner from 1886 
washed up in ten feet of water. And people see that and 
say, “Oh, yeah, I’ve gone jet skiing, or saw that passing 
under our boat.”

That’s how we get a lot of our information is from 
locals saying, “Oh, yeah, there always used to be this 
wreck here,” and they’ll point to it on our map. We’ll go 
out and see what it is. Then we’ll go through the historical 
record and try to figure out what it is, and try to put a 
name and history with that wreck. So, while part of it is 
field work and actually being out on the water and diving, 
another part of it is research, where you can spend hours 
in the library searching through old newspaper archives.

WPP: What are your favorite sites?
CG: Well, that area contains a lot of shipwrecks from 

the late 1800s, which was their industrial boom period. 
There are a lot of wrecks from that, and a lot of remains 
from our industry, and other things the bay contains are 
dock works from a town’s old docks—the Northport 
docks, the old Elk Rapids iron works docks. We also have 
a couple other really fun things, like the Old Mission 
junk pile, which contains a couple refrigerators, a sunken 
car, and lots of sunken small crafts. The bay also has a

couple of neat geological features, like large deposits of 
glacial clay, underwater bluffs to dive along, and remains 
of old settlements as well.

WPP: What challenges have you faced, both in the 
water and out?

CG: When I took NAS I, I took it as an elective.
I thought it looked really cool. I’ve always had a love 
for history. I’ve always grown up on Lake Michigan. I

didn’t start diving until I actually took NAS II, but you 
don’t have to be a diver to get into this. Obviously doing 
fieldwork, one of the challenges we have is weather. We 
really only have five months out of the year here where it’s 
actually nice. Out of that five months, you have to find a 
day when your entire field team can get together, go out 
on the water, and on top of that, it has to be a nice day. 
No one wants to be on the water when it’s blowing thirty 
miles per hour and pouring rain.

WPP: Will you continue to dive and perform 
archeology work in the future? What are your goals in 
this field?

CG: I do plan to make this my career. Ultimately, 
my goal is to get my masters in it, and go on to do it 
professionally, whether that’s doing field work or working

for an archeological firm, or doing it in the educational 
sector, teaching, or working for a university.

WPP: What does GTBUP do?
CG: We’re a state recognized, non-profit group. We’re 

basically divided up into three areas: research, education 
and recreation. And our goal is to take all of what we call 
underwater cultural heritage, or submerged resources 
in the bay, which includes our local history, submerged 
shipwrecks, sunken pier works and what not. We take 
that, and get the entire background story on it—get 
all the dirt. We take that and educate the public on 
it, because it’s really their history, and also use that to 
increase dive tourism. A lot of people come up here for 
the freshwater diving. We have nice dive sites for them to 
go to, so it increases the local tourism.

This coming summer, we plan on doing a lot of 
research in the Northport area. Northport was a huge 
center for the maritime industry. A lot of the steamships 
would come up through there, and get restocked on wood 
as they were passing, and as a result, there are a lot of 
wrecks there, because there was a lot of traffic and a lot of 
ships would take harbor there during rough weather.

The big thing is trying to make people aware of the 
history that’s right in their own back yard. You’d be 
surprised how many people don’t know that there are 
historical shipwrecks in the Grand Traverse Bay.

WPP: How can interested NMC students get 
involved and learn more?

CG: Basically, at the GTBUP, we are all volunteers.
You don’t necessarily have to be a diver. If you have an 
interest in local history, if you have an interest in local 
shipwrecks, or you just like being out on the water, 
we have a place where we can use anybody. Go to our 
website— www.GTBUP.org, and that’s the best way to 
get in touch with us, and we can go from there. The site 
also displays a lot of our work and what we do.

We’re a group of interested individuals. Our focus is 
to go out there and find these shipwrecks, put together 
some research on them and document them. It’s basically 
preservation through documentation. If it’s a shallow 
wreck, then every year as the ice freezes it’s destroying that 
wreck. We’re able to track how that wreck is changing 
over time, through documentation. And our big thing is 
that we want to give it back to the people, because really 
it’s our local history.

BIG FREEZE continued
So perhaps it is up to the student to watch what they spend.
“Students need to learn how to budget money,” said Resident Assistant Mike 

Diduch. “Budgeting is a big part of it.”
Still there are other students who will argue prices have gone up and portions have 

gotten smaller like with fries or other meals. Renee Builes, Sodexo’s Executive Chef, said 
that’s just not the case.

“We weighed out at the beginning of the school year what a small and large fry 
would be,” said Builes. “An eight ounce boat [paper dish] is a small fry and a one pound 
boat is a large fry.”

And what about the students who are disappointed in the quality of .food served?

“That’s disheartening to me,” said Scott. “We really want to have the best quality of 
food and service for everyone here at NMC.”

Scott agrees it is unfair to charge a student eight to nine dollars for a meal but this 
goes back to food prices and gas prices rising.

“If gas prices go up to $5, we don’t know what we’re going to do,” said Scott.
But Sodexo is always looking at new creative ways to add variety to students that is

affordable. In weeks to come, Sodexo plans to have a Simply-to-go microwavable meal 
along with their sandwiches. Time will tell if these new meals to go will be a success.
And with prices of both food and gas always rising some people will have to change what 
they eat. At least spring is coming soon. No more big freezes until next year.

%
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Brianna Bodary- News Wire Editor

Yemeni president blames Israel and U.S. for ‘destabilizing the Arab world’

■
 HALEY SWEETLAND EDWARDS AND GARRETT THEROLF
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

UNREST IN THE MIDDLE EAST'S)

Sanaa, Yemen—Yemeni President AJi Abdullah Saleh 
delivered a fiery speech Tuesday blaming Israel and the 
United States for “destabilizing the Arab world,” saying 
the anti-government protests in his capital were being 
“run by the White House.”

Speaking to students and professors at Sanaa 
University, Salehs accusations mark a departure for 
the president, a longtime ally of the United States in 
the war against al-Qaida of the Arabian Peninsula and 
the recipient of hundreds of millions of dollars in U.S. 
military aid in recent years.

“Every day we hear a statement from [President 
Barack] Obama saying, ‘Egypt you can’t do this, Tunisia 
don’t do that,”’ Saleh said. “WTiat do you have to do with 
Egypt? Or with Oman? Are you president of the United 
States or president of the world?”

The speech came as unrest continued to grip much 
of the Middle East, from Libya to the Arabian Sea. In 
Yemen’s neighbor to the east, Oman, protests continued 
for a fourth day. The government deployed tanks to quash 
protesters seeking jobs and constitutional reform in the 
industrial city of Sohar, where the unrest began. Tanks 
were used in Sohar and on the road to the capital, Muscat, 
but the protesters dispersed peacefully, residents said.

In Libya, witnesses said opposition forces opposed 
to the four-decade rule of Moammar Gadhafi fought 
off a six-hour overnight attack on the city of Zawiya by 
government forces, The Associated Press reported.

The rebels, who include some defectors from the 
Libyan military, are armed with tanks and machine guns, 
as are the pro-Gadhafi troops. “We will not give up 
Zawiya at any price,” said one witness in the city, which is

only 30 miles west of the capital, Tripoli.
Meanwhile, 10,000 anti-government protesters 

convened in Sanaa for a so-called “day of rage,” which 
felt more like a day of jubilation. Men, women and 
children gathered in the blocked-off intersection in 
the morning, and spent the rest of the day munching 
on corn on the cob, painting each other’s faces with 
Yemen’s tricolor flag, and taking turns excoriating 
Saleh over a crackling loudspeaker.

The rally came a day after key opposition figures 
refused Saleh’s offer to form a “unity government.” 
The offer, which was widely considered the 
president’s last-ditch effort at reconciliation, 
promised to include opposition leaders as well as 
members of the ruling party. Saleh also promised 
“intensifying anti-corruption investigations” and 
other political reforms.

The refusal of this offer ends a tough weekend 
for the president, during which key members of the
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1. Libya Opposition 
forces strengthen hold 
on oil port Brega after 
repelling an attempt 
by Gadhafi loyalists 
to retake town, 12 
people killed, 28 injured 
in the fighting; 
International Criminal 
Court investigates 
allegations Gadhafi has 
committed war crimes
Source: AP, McClatchy 
Wshington Bureau

2. Egypt Mubarak- 
appointed prime 
minister resigns, 
military names former 
transportation minister 
as successor to form 
caretaker government
3. Jordan Prime 
minister rejects 
protesters’ calls for a 
constitutional 
monarchy saying it 
violates constitution

4. Bahrain Shiite 
opposition groups say 
they are ready to talk 
with Sunni monarchy 
after weeks of protests

5. Yemen Opposition 
offers peaceful 
transition of power 
with President Saleh 
stepping down
at year’s end; protests 
continue nationwide

• 2011 MCT

ruling party, as well as tribal leaders, broke with Saleh, 
calling for an end to harsh government crackdowns on the
demonstrations. The government’s measures have left 27 
people dead in the last three weeks, according to Amnesty 
International.

Leaders of the long-restive separatist movement in 
Yemen’s south, as well as Houthi rebels in Yemen’s northern 
provinces, also joined protesters on the street in cities and 
provinces across Yemen on Tuesday, according to local news 
reports. Yasin Said Nouman, the leader of the Socialist Party 
of former South Yemen, the biggest opposition party in the 
south, also joined the rally in Sanaa.

Sheik Abdul Majeed Zindani, whom the U.S. has

accused of being linked to al-Qaida, led prayers over
a loudspeaker at the protest, calling on Saleh to grant 
the protesters’ “legitimate demands and rights.” He
envisions Yemen as an Islamist state, and his words 
brought both cheers and concern from the assembled 
crowd, underscoring the diversity of Yemenis present.
“We want a democracy, not a caliphate,” said Sadeq Fahd, 
22, a graduate of Sanaa University. “We want to join the 
modern world as free people.”

Across town, in Sana’s Tahrir Square, roughly 6,000 
pro-Saleh supporters held a counter-rally, displaying Yemeni 
flags and placards of the president’s face and chanting “no to 
anarchy, no to destruction.” A banner reading “Disorder is a 
support to terrorism” hung over the crowd.
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Steep budget cuts would threaten economy
■

 KEVIN G. HALL
McClatchy Newspapers

Washington— Steep spending cuts proposed
by Republicans in the House of Representatives would 
slow the nation’s economic growth, cost jobs and work 
against the Federal Reserve’s efforts to stimulate the 
economy, Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke 
warned lawmakers Tuesday.

The nation’s prosperity would be better served by 
Congress and the White House agreeing on credible 
legislation to reduce the federal deficit and debt over 
a longer period of five or 10 years, he told the Senate 
Banking Committee.

On an issue of more immediacy, Bernanke said 
that recent rising oil and gasoline prices were unlikely 
to stall the strengthening economic recovery or lead 
to significantly higher inflation. But if those prices go 
considerably higher and stay there, he said, that would 
reduce consumer spending on other goods and slow the 
broader economy.

“My sense is that the increases we’ve seen so far ... 
do not yet pose a significant risk,” the Fed chairman said. 
The current battle in Congress over the federal budget 
dominated questions at a hearing that ostensibly was 
about the Fed’s semiannual report on monetary policy.

Bernanke was asked repeatedly about GOP proposals 
to trim anywhere from $60 billion to $100 billion in 
government spending during the current fiscal year, which 
ends Sept. 30. These cuts would do little to bring down 
long-term budget deficits but would slow the economic

recovery, he cautioned. “That would be ‘contractionary’ 
to some extent,” Bernanke said, projecting that “several 
tenths” of a percentage point would be shaved off of 
growth, and it would mean fewer jobs. “That’s why I have 
been trying to emphasize the need to think about the 
budget issue not as a current-year issue.”

While Democrats got what they wanted out of . 
Bernanke with that answer, he frowned on some of their 
projections that the spending cuts that are being debated 
could reduce growth by a full 2 percentage points. 
Politicians frequently use the Fed chairman’s appearance to 
elicit his agreement bn their particular points of view. But 
Bernanke didn’t mince words when he warned of the need 
to reduce the nation’s budget deficits and of the rising 
interest on mounting national debt.

“The long-term imbalances are not just a long-term 
risk. They’re a near and present danger,” he said, warning 
that investors may demand a premium to hold future U.S. 
debt. A long-term plan to address the problem, he said, 
“would actually have benefits in the near term, not just 20 
years from now.”

The National Commission on Fiscal Responsibility 
and Reform, created by President Barack Obama, offered 
a credible, albeit painful, path toward bringing down 
deficits and the debt late last year. Obama then ignored 
its recommendations in his proposed 2012 budget in 
February, disappointing nonpartisan budget-watchdog 
groups. Neither the president nor Republicans in

Congress have offered serious plans to reduce long-term 
deficits. Instead, both sides are trying to score political 
points by offering one-year budget cuts that don’t address 
the bigger fiscal threats.

On other topics, the Fed chairman strongly defended 
his unorthodox policies of buying billions in Treasury 
and mortgage bonds to spark economic activity. “I think 
they’re working well,” Bernanke said, noting the actions 
came amid the risk of a stall in the recovery and that 
they staved off deflation - a collapse of prices across the 
economy.

There (were) also significant risks for not taking 
the action. Critics charge that the Fed’s action, which 
since August has helped to drive up the prices of stocks 
and other financial assets, also has resulted in rising 
commodity prices in developing nations, pushing up the 
costs of food and fuel and fostering unrest.
Bernanke again rejected those accusations. Refusing to 
rule out the option of purchasing even more Treasury 
bonds when the $600 billion bond-buying program ends 
in June, Bernanke said the next few months would tell 
whether the U.S. economy was strong enough to stand 
on its own feet. Recognized as a top historian on the 
Great Depression, Bernanke described the 2008 financial 
meltdown as “in many ways as big or bigger than anything 
we saw in the 1930s,” and said that was why he moved 
aggressively to prevent a full-blown depression.
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Professor expresses no regret despite 
firestorm surrounding sex demonstration

■
 MARY SCHMICH
Chicago Tribune (MCT)

Alex Garcia/Chicago Tribune/MCT

Northwestern University professor Michael Bailey speaks during an 
interview, Thursday, March 3, 2011, in Chicago, Illinois.

CHICAGO—Professor J. Michael Bailey takes full responsibility for the live sex act.
He isn’t ready, however, to express regret.

“If I decide to say I shouldn’t have done this,” he said on Thursday, sitting in his sex 
research lab at Northwestern University, “it will be because this could have been avoided, 
not because anybody has been harmed by it.”

Here in the sex lab-an unsexy little space crammed with computers, chairs and a 
wobbly round table-the world seemed quiet, wonky, normal, not so different from the 
bespectacled Professor Bailey.

But beyond the walls of 225 
Cresap Hall, Bailey was being 
widely cast as a villain. The 
Northwestern Sex Toy Scandal 
was burning up newspaper 
websites, cloggitig hours of radio 
talk, rivaling Charlie Sheen for 
jokes and outrage.

On Thursday morning, 
shortly before Bailey walked into 
the sex research lab, wearing 
jeans and carrying a laptop, 
the university’s president had 
issued a statement saying he was 
“troubled and disappointed” by 
what happened in Bailey’s class 
on Feb. 21. The professor, the 
statement said, had shown “poor 
judgment.”

“It wasn’t what I wanted to 
hear,” Bailey said and sighed.

He twiddled his thumbs. He 
pushed his glasses back up his 
nose. He looked tired.

Bailey’s act of debatable 
judgment happened in a flicker
on that Monday afternoon in Ryan Auditorium. His popular Human Sexuality class had 
been dismissed, but about 100 of the 600 or so students stayed for an optional after-class 
session that the guest speakers had named “Networking for Kinky People.”

A few minutes into the discussion, the guests proposed a live demo on the big stage.
Bailey was surprised. He hesitated. But just a little while earlier he’d been thinking 

about the knee-jerk negativity so many people have about sex, about sex research.
As a man who believes everything is worth studying, he had to ponder why he 

was hesitating.
“I could not come up with a good 

reason,” he said Thursday, “and so I said 
OK.”

And so it happened. A man. A woman.
A dildo on the base of a buzz saw. The 
device had a name, not fit for print in this 
newspaper, that Bailey said he didn’t know 
until after class.

“They’re sexually spontaneous kinky 
folks,” he said of the performers, “and I’m 
sure they came up with the idea right there.”

The sex was consensual. The audience was 
voluntary and rapt. The act lasted only about 
three minutes.

But to Bailey it felt much longer. His 
mounting apprehension dragged the minutes 
out. His dread proved prescient.
First came the school newspaper story. Then 
the media deluge.

“When I knew it was going to be bad in
. . - • '-s-.s
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some quarters,” he said, “was when I got a call from Fox News.”
Sex research comes with controversy, and Bailey has had his share.
“I have a thicker skin than most people,” he said, “... but I’m feeling the nail through 

the skin right now.”
Bailey has taught at Northwestern since 1989. He has taught Human Sexuality since 

1994, and the class is not, as you might deduce from the radio talk show discussions, a 
sexual how-to course or pornography on parade.

He presents sex as science. A 
lot of Power Point, lectures, stats.
He teaches students about sexual 
diversity, which includes what he 
calls “problematic diversity.”

“Sex is not just one thing,” 
he said. “Sex is many things. I 
teach many things.” That includes 
teaching what kinky sex means.

A Texas native, Bailey was a 
graduate student at the University 
of Texas, studying intelligence 
and schizophrenia, when- he took 
a class on homosexuality. He isn’t 
gay, but he was fascinated by sexual 
orientation. He switched fields.

His investigations have 
made him well-known among 
sex researchers, and his theories 
have earned him animosity 
and accolades. Liberals and 
conservatives, straight people and 
gay, have found reasons to love him 
or hate him, believe him or doubt 
him.

“Contrary to what people 
might believe about me, I do not

enjoy being attacked and called names, even by people who have bad arguments,” he 
said. “I do think that my willingness to say things that are true but that anger people has 
been one of my best qualities as a scientist.”

As a teacher, he is hugely popular.
Some students aren’t wild about him - “To me he’s just arrogant,” wrote one student 

in a course evaluation - but many more are.
His evaluations are filled with words like knowledgeable, effective, awesome, chill, 

funny, personable, enthusiastic, passionate, approachable, casual yet organized.
And so far, Bailey said, not a single student who was present at the so-called sex toy 

demo has complained to him.
“I’m the TA and no one wrote me either,” said a former student who was sitting with 

him in the sex research lab.
Bailey said the people he knows well have been supportive these past couple of days. 

The only colleagues who have mentioned it have been kind, though some disagreed with 
his choice on that fateful Monday.

His ex-wife e-mailed to apologize for giving his phone number to a reporter. His 
26-year-old son left a voice mail.

He leaned into his laptop and read an e-mail from his daughter: “Dad, T’m so sorry 
for everything that’s happened. Are you OK?”

He figures it’s time to call his mother in Texas.
“I suppose I should see if she knows and if she’s worried.”
The Human Sexuality course will conclude with next week’s final. Bailey doesn’t 

foresee a reprise of the buzz saw demonstration in future classes.
“If I had to bet, I would bet I will not be doing this again,” he said, “either because 

of my decision or someone else’s. And that’s fine. It’s not like I think this is a necessary 
part of understanding kinky people.”

And in the spring, he will teach nothing sexier than statistics.



March 10, 2011
WHITE PINE PRESS www.whitepinepress.org FEATURE 07

I

NMC's tobacco policy
Despite ban, it seems nothing has changed

CAROLYN MCKELLAR
Press Staff Photographer

Last semester, students, staff and faculty could voluntarily comply with NMC’s new tobacco ban. However, voluntary 
compliance ended in January. Yet, we found several smokers on campus. The White Pine Press will not name names. The photos 
speak for themselves.

*
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THE ISSUE:
Teaching methods are out of date

OUR VIEW:
Higher education needs to be more innovative 

with teaching-methods and practices

Regurgitate then 
graduate

Colleges and universities have been educating students with the same 
practices for hundreds of years.

Students sit in a classroom listening to a professor lecture for hours, 
while frantically taking notes trying not to miss anything. Then, the. 
students are expected to regurgitate those hours of lecture back to a 
professor in the form of answers on a multiple-choice exam.

The National Training Laboratories developed a learning pyramid that 
represents the average retention rate for differing teaching methods.

The pyramid can be divided into two separate sections: passive 
teaching methods and participatory teaching methods.

Passive teaching methods include lecture, reading, audio-visual, and 
demonstration. While, participatory teaching methods include group 
discussions, practice, and teaching others.

The average retention rate for a lecture is 5 percent of the 
information. For students spending three hours a week in lecture they are 
only retaining 9 minutes of that information.

The methods that hold the 
highest retention rates are 
participatory methods.

Group discussion has an 
average retention rate of 50 
percent and practice has 
an average retention of 75 
percent. Teaching others has 
the highest average retention 
rate of 90 percent.

A retention rate of 90 percent is pretty phenomenal. Why, then, are 
institutions not utilizing these methods?

Daniel Pink wrote a book called “A Whole New Mind-Why Right 
Brainers Will Rule the Future.” He addresses many topics pertaining to 
the way things have always been done in education, in business, and in 
our lives and why it is time to adjust our thinking.

Pink offers a simplified example of how our two hemispheres 
function. When we hear a statement like, “Susie’s heart is the size of a 
house,” the left side of our brain deciphers who Susie is, what a heart is 
and what a house is. The right side of our brain deciphers that statement 
and realizes that Susies heart cannot logically be the size of a house.

Applying new ideas that incorporate nontraditional teaching methods 
to our education system will be hard. It will take innovating and 
passionate teachers who want to help their students succeed beyond just 
passing their class.

Some of NMC s professors have started introducing new ways of 
teaching already. It would be nice to see more professors following their 
lead.

For students taking a biology course with Dr. Roster they are already 
experiencing a new way to learn.

Roster utilizes group work and encourages students to teach each 
other by providing the students with a case study. The case study is meant 
to actively engage the students in their own education.

Sure, the way Dr. Roster, and a handful of other professors, are 
reaching takes more time, energy, and originality. However, the students 
futures should be well worth that investment.

It is unrealistic for any institution, especially an educational 
institution, to remain stagnant in its methods.

Professors should be helping students to understand not only the 
content but more importantly the context.

Students already have access to the content through books and the 
internet. However, not.all students have access to professors who are 
willing to put in the extra time, energy, and originality it takes to help 
students understand the context.

NMC should take a serious look at the widely used teaching methods 
being utilized by their professors.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Brandy Bray, Opinion Editor is calling for the resignation of Commissioner Jason Gillman 

because he has made statements based more on violations of her political correctness than on legal or 
ethical violations. Bray primarily alludes to 2nd hand hearsay statements that supposedly denigrates 
homosexuality and refers to these comments as unwarranted. Yet, in her Opinion piece she blames Mr. 
Gillman for not citing any credible data but then supplies none herself.

In talking with many homosexuals over the years, to a person they have all said they never chose 
to be gay. I believe them. And, heterosexuals, never chose to be straight. But that doesn’t mean we 
.were all born that way. What we all do is chose to act or not act on that mysterious input of our sexual 
orientation when we chose or decline to have a sexual relation. The point being homosexuality is not an 
immutable characteristic of our heterosexual beginnings. The gay gene theory died of fraud.

It is more probable that sexual orientation is ‘caught’ prior to the 5th year of life. Or, as French 
Psychologist Gene Piaget has demonstrated through his classical experiment with newly hatched ducks — 
the self-identity concept can be altered through the process of imprinting. Young children are not ducks 
but they are most malleable to suggestion. They are also most precious in God’s eyes.

The latest study done relative to the future sexual-orienration of children exonerates much of Jason 
Gillman’s position and media generated “narrow-minded bigot” slam. The study’s conclusion was that 
Gay Parents are more likely to Have Gay Kids, by Walter Schumm .Kansas State University Family 
Studies professor. Scbumm’s meta-analysis published in 2010 indicates that ultimately, 58% of the 
children now in their 20’s raised, by lesbians self identify as gay. 33% of children now in their 20’s 
raised by gay men now called themselves gay. In straight parent homes, 5-10% of the children now in 
their 20’s self identify as gay. Enablement and dysfunction will only cause these figures to increase.

It is also a lie that AIDS is primarily a heterosexual disease. The CDC, Center For Disease Control, 
estimates that MSM (Males who have sex with males) account for 4% of the U.S. population ages 13 and 
older. The rate of new HIV diagnosis among MSM in the U.S. is more than 44 times that of other men.

An apology to Jason Gillman is in order.
Note from the Editor: we are printing this letter as we received it. Matthew Schoecl, Traverse City

BRANDY BRAY
Opinion Editor

Corrections:
"For the Greater Good" author
In our February 10 edition of Literary, the story "For the Greater Good," was written by Alex Schmitz 
not “Alex Schmitzd.”

Campus Quotes credit
In our February 24 edition of Campus Quotes credit was given to Caleb Straight for compilation. The 
credit should have gone to Carolyn McKeller.

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts 
letters to the editor from members of the 
college and community. Letters should be 
less than 400 words, typewritten, and signed 
with your name, address and phone number. 
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, 
spelling and length. Opinions expressed 
are not necessarily those of The White Pine 
Press staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686
BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 
BY FAX: (231)995-2110
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"Do you think NMC should become a four-year institution?"

-" It just makes sense 
to offer more classes 
at a far cheaper price 
than the higher major 
universities. Education 
should not be a struggle 
but rather a progress for 
the educated. Why must 
it be so difficult?"

REESE O'MARA, 21
General Studies

"Traverse City 
has potential to 
become a greater 
place to live and we 
should offer more 
education to our 
growing population 
and add to our 
sterling reputation."

KAYLA HlLDEN, 20
Psychology

"A four year college 
would bring more 
money and more 
jobs to the Traverse 
City area. Why 
wouldn't we want 
NMC to expand?"

SARAH FARLEY, 21
Undecided

"f welcome the idea 
of NMC offering 
four-year degree 
programs because 
it gives a chance to 
students who cannot 
afford tuition at an 
university or can't 
relocate to further their 
education."

AARON CLARK, 20
Computer Engineering

"I do think that NMC 
should become a 
four year university 
because the 
students who begin 
their education here 
would be able to 
finish their education 
here."

EMILEE WHITE, 20
Education

"I do think they should 
become a four year 
university because at this 
point students have to 
move away from this area 
to get their degree. Traverse 
City is growing in population 
and a four year university 
would be an attribute to the 
region."

IRELAND JO SUTTER, 21
Nursing

Join a student group, find your voice
MUSINGS 
OF A LADY

■
 EMILY MAGNER

Press Columnist

Are you a part of a student group? Or are you one of the many students who come to 
NMC .for class, but then leave directly after?

Years ago, I used to be that kind of student. I was not on campus for a minute longer 
than I had to, until my best friend and I decided to start a studen t group.

We were passionate about womens rights and we wanted to find a group that focused 
on issues that were importan t to us. 
When we could not find one, we 
decided to start one ourselves.

We worked hard to make sure 
out first meeting was successful.
We worked with our advisor, and 
prepared for our first meeting. We 
had an agenda, buttons, stickers,

t-shirt ideas, and big event ideas for later in the semester. We plastered the entire town 
with posters, covered every bulletin board on every NMC campus^ and we crossed our 
fingers and toes.

We had a great turnout for our first meeting- more than 20 people showed up. Our 
meeting was a success. We did not know at the time that many of those people would 
later become some of our best friends. We continued working hard on building our 
student group. We had bake sales, hosted tabling events, held pot lucks and attended 
leadership training weekends.

Knowing we wanted-to make a real difference we learned about lobbying. We have 
been to Lansing and Washington D.C. speaking personally to our lawmakers.

In the beginning it was about growing our student group, but we were the ones who 
ended up growing.

We learned how to plan even ts, big and small. We learned the art of how to deal with 
opposition and disagreements. More importan tly we learned that to succeed you have to 
survive the failures.

Remember our Frisbee Golf Tournament- Chucking for Choice? Yeah. You probably

don’t remember, because we only advertised it for a week and it was cold and no one 
showed up. I still have a gallon size can of liquid nacho cheese in my basement from 
that event. Epic fail.

Sometime between our first meeting, and my graduation I had really grown up.
When I began college I felt like I had nothing I could write on my resume. With the 

skills I learned and the success of the student group I had plenty of things to add to my 
resume.

Our student group and the inspiring people who have been a part of it had a big 
hand in who I am today. As the leader of the group I developed the skills to coordinate 
many people’s efforts in a way that accomplished a mutual goal. I learned that with 
good planning the sky is the limit. I also realized that I could show other people how to 
do what 1 had done to lead their own groups.

1 have watched leader after leader emerge from, our group. Many people now have 
been devoted to being a part of our little community, our corner of the world at NMC, 
and every year I am. inspired and proud to be a part it.

Joining or starting a student group is more than good for your resume. I can certainly 
attest to that. More important than any resume is the sense of community 1 felt being a 
part of such an active student group. Looking back at my college experience it wouldn’t 
have been half as great as it was if we hadn’t stepped up and started our student group.

Whether its social change you love or its anime that gets your blood pumping, there - 
is a student group for you. At NMC we have a huge variety of student groups to get 
involved with already in existence on campus.

We have an amazing Studen t Life Office on. campus, an. office that I am proud to be a 
part of, located in the lower level of West Hall. Come in and see me. Let’s talk student 
groups.

My advice to every freshman, to every nontraditional student, to the students 
returning for another semester and to the parents working double time to get an 
education and put food on the table- get involved. It is worth the time you invest. There 
are other people who share the passions you do and they are waiting to meet you.

«
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Xoom tablet hands-on

TOM AUCH
Press Staff Columnist

TECHNO
BABBLE

On March 2 2011, Apples frail looking Steve Jobs took the stage in Cupertino 
California and announced the new iPad 2 tablet was right around the corner. Ironically 
that was the same day I got a chance to test-run its chief rival. The Motorola Xoom, 
running on die Google android operating system sponsored by Verizon.

Now if you’re not up to speed on the 
tablet craze, GET up to speed. We may be 
looking at the death of the desktop and 
even laptop as we know it of all makes and 
models because of them.

Predicted to capture the majority of the 
tablet market, the Apple iPad 2 is thinner, 
more powerful, has cameras, is the same 
price as the iPad 1, ranging from $499 to

$899, and is bound to be a huge seller. Does the Xoom stand a chance? I think so and so 
does the manager of the local Verizon store. They carry both the iPad and the Xoom and 
his choice is the Xoom.

I was invited to come over to the South Airport Verizon store by the store manager, 
Curt Macarthur, a few days after the Motorola Xoom tablet was unveiled in February to 
give it a test run.

The Xoom, partnering Motorola and Google, faces an uphill battle not only from 
Apple but dozens of android companies unveiling tablets.

Similar in size to the iPad 1, it powers up fast and has a very similar look and feel as 
my Droid X phone. It has all the bells and whistles of the original iPad and more.

“We’ve sold a fair amount in two weeks since release, with only one return that was 
price related,” said Curt.

They had a working model out on the floor and as I picked it up I was hit with the “I 
gotta get this” sensation. It was just as sexy as the iPad I tested with a more enticing interface.

Along with the usual tablet features like touch screen, internet, all the major e-Book 
readers, GPS, and dual cameras it has 32gb of storage and USB ports (to transfer all your 
music, pics and video) and more importantly an HDMI out feature. HDMI “out” lets

you connect the tablet to your HDMI 
“in” on a TV set.

Get a hold of this.
I set the Xoom down next to 

my 42 inch LCD TV. I plug in a 
short 3 foot cable from the Xoom to
my TV and I go back to my couch and run the 
tablet, wirelessly, from a keyboard that Verizon 
sells me for under $50. That’s right; I see and 
hear everything on the big screen as if I were 
looking at my tablet. No cables or cords strung 
out all over the living room.

I play all my mp3’s through the TV home
theater system (very cool). I can play all my home videos and show pictures on the huge 
decadent TV. Head over to the internet to check email and along the way; stop to play 
Poker Face on YouTube, it supports flash.

Google enhanced the maps on the tablet, and is much better than what we get on 
the computer. They can be seen in different angles and is extremely fast in loading and 
scanning across the globe, and absolutely spectacular on your big screen. I can even 
stream my Netflix account (not on the android phone yet but the Xoom will do Netflix) 
to my big screen .

If you purchase the Xoom, you will want to opt for the 3G (the same coverage as cell 
phones) coverage for $19/month. I hate monthly fees, more than anything in the world, 
but in this case it’s essential. Without the option the cost of the tablet is $799 but with 
it, it drops to $599. The upside is internet everywhere-even in the car. The downside is 
a two year $19 agreement. The Apple 32 gb iPad costs $599 without 3g vs. $799 for the 
Xoom. The Xoom is $200 more for regular wi-fi coverage. Bummer.

Overall I would recommend the Xoom over the iPad 1 but with iPad 2 around 
the corner and the glut of tablets coming soon, the Xoom will surely drop in price. If 
anyone wants to try one though, just head on over to the Verizon store or to my house.

While most people I know crave sweets 
and chocolate, I crave cheese. Try to imagine 
your life without this simple ingredient

KELSI'S 
KITCHEN
IKELSICRONKRIGHT

Press Staff Columnist

My obsession with cheese is a little 
embarrassing. I love this stuff. I probably 
spend half of my paycheck on cheese. Not 
joking. For me, the stinkier, the better — 
which usually means it’s more expensive. I can 
hardly live through the day, let alone a simple 
meal, without my beloved cheese. If you really 
think about it, it’s nearly impossible to get 
through a day without it.

I could do the ABC’s of cheese, but 
will spare you the boredom.

Can you think of one type of food 
that doesn’t go well with cheese? Pasta, 
eggs, vegetables, certain fruits, bread, 
beef, turkey, sandwiches chicken, fish.
Even desserts are often made with cream 
cheese. If you don’t think peanut butter 
and cheese are a good match, what do you 
think about peanut butter cheesecake?! I 
have even had chocolate cheese at work. 
Cheese plates are often found on dessert 
menus of fine dining establishments.

And did I mention my favorite beverage 
of choice, wine, pairs extremely well with 
cheese?! What’s not to love?

More cheese, please
For health nuts, like me, cheese has 

gained a bad reputation because of its high 
fat content. However, with a high level 
of protein and calcium, it provides bone 
and teeth health, osteoporosis prevention, 
pregnancy help, B vitamins are good 
for your skin, the calcium helps avoid 
migraines, and can even help boost your 
immune system.

Moderation is key. I was surprised 
to find weight gain as one of the health 
benefits. Maybe it’s time to cut back on 
my consumption.

As far as low-fat and fat free cheeses 
goes, don’t buy it! Additional salt, gums, 
and stabilizers are used to make up for 
the missing flavor. Would you rather eat 
real food or save a few calories by eating 
manmade, chemically modified foods? The 
choice is yours.

A little bit of cheese can go a long way 
while adding complexity to a dish. Cheese 
can adcl a salty, creamy, or even a nutty 
bite to food.

Cheese is a miracle food because all 
these different flavors are produced from 
minimal ingredients.

Cheese is made when milk is 
coagulated or curdled into curds and whey. 
Think of spoiled milk that is left in the un
refrigerated too long. Naturally, the milk 
with curdle and develop that awful sour 
smell. This is the citric acid developing.

To make fresh cheeses, such as ricotta 
or cottage cheese, milk is heated to

create citric acid. Just like letting milk 
go sour. Acidification then takes place, 
lowering the pH level. With the addition 
of a product called rennet, coagulation 
(the process of cooking a liquid protein 
to a solid) occurs. Curds are formed. 
Separation of the solid curds and liquid 
whey magically creates cheese.

With the addition of salt, fresh
cheeses such as ricotta and mozzarella are 
created. To make firmer cheeses (asiago, 
Gouda, brie, swiss, yumm), the cheese is 
given time to ripen or age, resulting in a 
chemical change. This change creates the 
different flavors and textures in various 
cheeses.

Locally, the Leelanau Cheese 
Company at Black Star Farms is creating 
some world class cheeses. Cheese makers 
John and Anne Hoyt use only local, 
fresh ingredients creating a pesticide 
and additive free product. Raclette and 
fromage blanc are their specialties. The 
Raclette compares to a swiss - making 
it ideal for quiche, soups, pastas, pizza, 
sandwiches, or simply to munch on. The 
fromage blanc is cream based and comes 
in peppercorn, garlic, and herb flavors. 
This cheese is best served with simple 
foods - crackers, grilled baguette slices, or 
stuffed in fresh tomatoes.

Well, with all this cheese talk, my 
stomach is growling and my mouth is 
watering. I have some goat cheese and 
tomatoes in my refrigerator, a fresh

baguette from class, and a glass of red 
wine. These simple ingredients will create 
a delicious dinner perfectly complimented 
by my darling cheese.

Here's a recipe for Toasted Baguettes with 
Roasted Tomatoes and Goat Cheese: 
Ingredients:

4 slices baguette 
2 cups cherry tomatoes 
2 Tbsp olive oil
1 tsp garlic (or more if you love garlic like I do) 
Salt, pepper
4 Tbsp goat cheese (feta or your favorite 

cheese would also work)
2 Tbsp fresh basil, chopped

• Brush baguette slices with olive oil.
• Toast in 400 degree oven for 10-15 minutes 
or until desired crispness.Toss cherry tomatoes 
with 2 tbsp olive oil, garlic, salt, and pepper. 
•Place on baking sheet and bake for 20-30 
minutes or until soft. Top warm baguette slices 
with goat cheese, tomatoes, and basil. Serve 
immediately.

%
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The world has passed U.S. students by
I

 ANNE MICHAUD
Newsday (MCT)

In these days of tiger-mother hysteria about raising 
children with academic backbone, President Barack 
Obama has weighed in with yet another cause for 
paranoia. The president dropped India and China into 
his State of the Union speech, just long enough to say 
they are educating their children earlier and longer.

Generally, school days are longer in Asian countries, 
and vacation breaks, though more frequent, are shorter 
no more than five weeks in summer. Subjects are 
introduced earlier. South Korean parents, for example, 
insisted that President Lee Myung-fciak recruit more 
English teachers, so that kids could begin language 
lessons in the first grade.

Research supports these measures as important 
to kids’ learning. Few educators would disagree that 
more time on task and shorter intervals away from the 
classroom are beneficial.

Obamas clear implication is that if we want to keep 
up, to hold on to a place of prosperity in an increasingly 
competitive world, we should be considering these 
things.

Americans have one of the shortest school years 
on the planet. Our kids attend school for 180 days 
each year, while Germany and Japan average 230 days. 
In South Korea where teachers are hailed as “nation 
builders” school is in session for 225 days each year.

t-J 6
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By the time American students reach 
eighth grade, they’ve spent roughly 400 
fewer days in school. So there’s a lot of 
pressure on teachers to cover subjects in a 
shorter time, and in less depth.

Not coincidentally, perhaps, middle school is 
where American students begin to fall behind 
their global peers. By high school, among 30 
developed nations, U.S. students rank 
15th in reading, 21st in science, 25th 
in math and 24th in problem-solving.

People who study these trends, like
Education Secretary Arne Duncan, believe that 
the United States has stood still while others have moved 
past us. In an October speech to the Council on Foreign 
Relations, Duncan said, “Here in the United States, we 
simply flat-lined. We stagnated. We lost our way, and 
others literally passed us by.”

So while people of my generation might say to 
ourselves, “We didn’t know much math, and we turned 
out OK,” we’d be missing the point. The rest of the 
world is changing. We need to prepare our children for a 
knowledge economy.

It’s not entirely bad for Americans that other 
countries are growing wealthier and better educated.

Having a market for our products abroad is essential

to our economic growth, and an educated 
world is a safer one.

But we don’t want to be left 
behind. Some U.S. schools have

been experimenting with more time in 
the classroom. Roughly 1,000 schools 
including 800 charters and about 200 
traditional district schools have expanded

their schedules by more than one to two 
hours a day, according to the National Center on 
Time and Learning. KIPP Academy, one charter 

success story that started in the Bronx, requires
parents to sign a contract saying they will not pull kids 
out for a family vacation.

Expect to see more of this. As Congress moves 
to reauthorize and rework No Child Left Behind, 
the Obama administration is pushing for flexibility 
for school districts to break from established norms.
In November, the New York State School Boards 
Association advocated a longer school day and year 
“where it will serve students well.”

Midafternoon dismissal times and long summer 
breaks are impractical holdovers from an agrarian past - 
increasingly so, as more homes are led by single parents 
or two working parents. It’s time to dust off those 
problem-solving skills and put them back to work.

po do Undergraduate and graduate 
courses available online or 
face-to-face at 12 CMU Centersrfii^

Open registration for 
summer term begins 
March 2,2011.

CMU has the quality classes you 
need this summer, in the formats 
you want:

• Online
• Local weekend or evening 

face-to-face classes
• Compressed terms

Call 877-268-4636 for 
more information or go to
www.cmich.edu/summer

Illustration Courtesy/MCT
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Ice Queen releases second album

I
 TRAVIS TROXELL

A&E Staff Writer

Rent it or forget it
I
 KENDALL KAYESPRATT

A&E Editor

Lykke Li, a Swedish singer, has finally released her sophomore album,
“Wounded Rhymes.”

Although it has been several years after “Youth Novels” there does not seem to be 
much of a difference between the albums. They are both full of some wonderful tracks 
and some that can be skipped. After a while they just begin to blend together.
The first song on the album “Youth Knows No Pain,” is actually one of the best. I 
thought that this was a good sign, but I was sorely mistaken. Banging drums, clacking 
percussion, and wobbly keyboard sounds make this album pretty un-enticing.

You are liable to get the huge chorus stuck in your head for days despite its very 
simplistic sound. Lykke Li dabbles with some electronica/electro in the song “I Follow 
Rivers.” Overall, there is a gospel and soul feel to the song, which works so beautifully 
once again with the percussion. Sometimes different types of drums can be heard in the 
background that gives it a semi-romantic feel.

The first time I heard the song I was not impressed, but after a few listens, it grew 
on me.

Hands down my least favorite track is “Unrequited Love.” The vocals are irritating. 
The verses are not ear bleeding, but the chorus becomes a screechy, high pitched song 
one might hear coming from a jukebox in a Nashville bar—too country for my taste.

“Get Some” is arguably 
my favorite. It’s upbeat 
with haunting breathy 

< vocals. The stumbling 
drum beats and muffled 
electronic buzzing sounds 
push the song to a higher 
level. This was the first 
single I had heard first 
from “Wounded Rhymes” 
it is no wonder the rest of 
the album did not live up 
to my expectations.

“Like the shotgun 
needs an outcome, I’m 
your prostitute, you gon 
get some” The lyrics are 
clearly the most sexual 
on the record, albeit a bit 
odd sometimes. I would 
completely recommend

checking this song out on iTunes if you like “Kings of the Wild Frontier” by Adam & 
the Ants.

Another of the handful of download-worthy tracks is “Rich Kids Blues,” but this is 
because I have a personal fondness for blues music. This is traditional by any means, and 
it sounds like Chingon could have composed the music, as it reminds me of “Cherry’s 
Dance of Death” from “Planet Terror”. The varying speed and layers of sounds give it 
more of a sensual feel than most of the other songs.

“Sadness is a Blessing” is a song that so much potential, but is ruined by the flimsy 
lyrics. “Sadness is a blessing, sadness is a curse, sadness is my boyfriend, oh, sadness, I’m 
your girl”. The lyrics are on par with Ashlee Simpsons.

Yes, it is that bad. I do love the music though and it is perfect for winter weather.
Lykke Li vocals are much better in “I Know Places,” because of the simple acoustic 

guitar and vocal effects that are used. Otherwise it is nothing special.
The music in “Jerome” mimics the sound of a thunderstorm and I love it, but I 

still felt like the song could have had a better chorus. The verses sound great over rolling 
drums and clapping. It’s a song to check out, but it really depends on the individual’s 
preferences.

Musically, I like “Jerome” the best.
If you are in need of something a bit indie or slightly experimental, I would 

recommend “Wounded Rhymes.” For the Top 40 listeners, I would find it unlikely that 
they would enjoy this album. It has a very icy, cold tone to it, including the albums 
artwork, which works to the advantage of this singer’s voice. I think some of the songs 
were poorly produced, or perhaps they were good but being placed next to tracks like 
“Rich Kids Blues” and “Get Some” made them pale in comparison. . .

March is going to be a great month to stay home and rent movies. Here is a list to 
keep handy next time you head to the movie store.

Faster - March 1
This is a fast paced, heart pounding action movie that will have you on the edge of 

your seat. Starring Dwayne Johnson, Billy Bob Thornton and Carla Gugino. Directed 
by George Tillman Jr. (“Notorious”, “Men Of Honor”).

Rated R for strong violence, some drug use and language.
Runtime: 98 mins

Love and Other Drugs - March 1
Anne Hathaway and Jake Gyllenhaal star in this romantic film about a couple 

who fall under the influence of the drug called love. Also in this film are Oliver Platt 
(“2012”), Josh Gad (“The Rocker”) and Judy Greer (“13 Going On 30”). Directed by 
Edward Zwick (“Defiance”, “Blood Diamond”). This is a great film to get the girls 
together for a movie night.

Rated R for strong sexual content, nudity, pervasive language, and some drug 
material.

Runtime: 112 mins

127 Hours - March 1
James Franco stars in the telling of the incredible true story of Aron Ralston. 

Franco does an amazing job in the role. Pick up this film and see why both Franco 
and the film received Oscar nominations. Also in this film are Kate Mara (“Shooter”), 
Amber Tamblyn (“House”), Treat Williams (“Everwood”) and Kate Burton (“Grey’s 
Anatomy”).

Rated R for language and some disturbing violent content/bloody images.
Runtime: 94 mins

The Fighter - March 15
This is the true story of boxing legend Micky Ward and his brother Dicky who 

helped him train. This is a project that Mark Wahlberg worked really hard to get it on 
its way for about five years and his hard worked and dedication to this film paid off. It 
got several nominations and awards this year at the Oscars. Check out this inspiring 
film starring Mark Wahlberg, Christian Bale and Amy Adams.

Rated R for language throughout, drug content, some violence and sexuality.
Runtime: 115 mins

The Tourist - March 22
Top two reasons to see this movie: Angelina Jolie and Johnny Depp. In this fast 

paced action/romance is a fun ride from beginning to end. Also starring in this film 
are Paul Bettany (“Legion”), Steven Berkoff (“Clockwork Orange”) and Rufus Sewell 
(“Eleventh Hour”).

Rated PG-13 for violence and brief strong language.
Runtime: 103 mins

Tangled - March 29
Get the whole family together to watch this cute, fun animated movie. This is 

a great retelling of the story Rapunzel. Instead of a damsel in distress this princess is 
taking her fate into her, own hands and saving herself. Mandy Moore is the voice of 
Rapunzel and Zachary Levi (“Chuck”) voices Flynn Rider. **

Rated PG for brief mild violence. — •ll”Runtime: 100 Mins
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Beastly: a big disappointment

■
 KENDALL KAYE SPRATT

A&E Editor

“Beastly” is based on the novel by Alex Finn and is a modern retelling of “Beauty 
and the Beast.” Now there have been a lot of modern retellings of Cinderella and at 
least one of Snow White, and Disney’s “Enchated” was a mixture of several classic fairy 
tales, but there has never been a “Beauty and The Beast” movie that I can recall so I was 
excited about “Beastly,” but it did not live up to my expectations at all.

Most everyone knows what “Beauty and The Beast” is about, but I’ll high light this 
version of the fairy tale. Kyle is the son of a wealthy, but often absent music producer. 
Kyle has learned from his father that people will like you for the way you look and 
because of this Kyle places all his stock in his handsome face. When
Kendra (Mary-Kate Olsen) a teenage witch is pushed to the limit by 
Kyle’s arrogant and rude behavior she put a curse on him. She makes 
Kyle as ugly on the outside as she believes he is on the inside. He must 
find someone to truly see him and love him for who he is in a year or 
he must stay a monster forever.

Enter Lindy (Vanessa Hudgens) a sweet young girl who is an 
outsider at school. She is taken with him and him with her even before 
the curse, despite Kyle’s flaws. Kyle’s father does not want to deal with 
Kyle’s predicament so he tells Kyle’s school that he is in rehab. He 
moves him to a apartment in Brooklyn and the only ones who are there 
for him are his house keeper, Zola (Lisa Gay Hamilton ) and his blind 
tutor, Will (Neil Patrick Harris). Kyle remembers Lindy and somehow 
feels that she may be able to see past his ugliness. As the months go by 
he follows Lindy. Then one night changes everything. Lindy’s dad gets 
into a situation and it is no longer safe for Lindy to go about her life. So 
Kyle makes arrangements for her to come live with him. At first Lindy
is angry with her father and Kyle for keeping her “prisoner,” but time goes by Kyle and 
Lindys feelings for one another grow stronger.

Now I didn’t expect this film to surprise me because I already know the story, but 
it was not just the story that was predictable. Every line, every look, I had seen it all 
before.

The whole film felt very disconnected. The scenes did not flow together well and 
the first 30 minutes to an hour of the movie was very slow moving and should have

been much shorter.
I was also disappointed in the acting. Let’s just be honest with each other, Vanessa 

Hudgens can not act. I was expecting some improvement, but I really couldn’t find any. 
She is reminiscent of a young Mandy Moore (especially in “A Walk To Remember”).
She has that same overly sweet quality, but where Moore used that to her advantage, 
Hudgens is just annoying.

And I guess while we are being honest, lets talk about Mary-Kate Olsen. Now she 
never could act, but I grew up watching her movies so I have a soft spot for her. I have 

to admit though, that she was not half bad, in fact she was probably the 
highlight of the movie. I loved seeing her in a movie after such a long 
absencs. I hope she is making a comeback.

Neil Patrick Harris what were you thinking? I love Harris, but the 
way he portrayed Will was not impressive. I really felt like he was 
playing a blind Barney Stintson (his character from the hit TV series 
“How I Met Your Mother”).

Alex Pettyfer did a good job, but not as good as I thought he was 
going to do. As handsome Kyle he was nothing more than ordinary 
“prince charming,” as ugly Kyle he did a much better job.

The makeup job for ugly Kyle is amazing! So many little details, it 
must have taken hours to do.

The different locations for the film are beautiful and really capture 
the feeling of modern-day fairy tale.

Although there were brief moments of brilliance between Pettyfer and 
Hudgens, there are so few that it doesn’t save this movie. This movie is 
not worth seeing in theaters.

If you are a parent of preteens or young teenagers this would be a worth while film to 
rent and watch with them because, although the presentation is lacking, the message is 
solid. Being beautiful on the outside is not all that matters.

Runtime: 95 mins
Rated PG-13 for language including some crude comments, drug references and 

brief violence.

Drive Angry - a must see, but only in 3D

I
 TYLER MARTIN

A&E Staff Writer

Nicholas Cage returns to the big screen, this time in 3D in his new thriller “Drive Angry.” 
“Drive Angry” is about a man, Milton (Nicholas Cage), who escapes from the

gates of hell, with an ancient weapon, seeking revenge on Jonah King (Billy Burke, 
“Twilight”) for killing his daughter.

King, the leader of a devil-worshipping cult, plans to take Milton’s granddaughter 
in order to bring hell to Earth. Milton says, “Enough is enough” and goes back to Earth 
to stop Jonah before he performs the task.

On the way Milton meets a diner waitress, Piper (Amber Heard, “The Stepfather”) 
and she decides to help him with his task.

While Milton is hunting King, the devil’s right hand man, The Accountant 
(William Fitchner, “Date Night”) is hunting Milton. The Accountant plans to not only 
stop Milton before he stops King but also return the stolen weapon to hell.

The movie is a lot of fun! I haven’t enjoyed a 3D Film since “Toy Story 3.”
It has the feel of a grind-house type of B-Movie with a goodness that really delivers.
Before you discount this film from what you saw in the trailer think again. The acting 

is fairly good. Cage gives a good performance, better than some of his latest films and I 
think that this stems from the fact that it appears this role was more enjoyable for him.

Amber Heard, as Piper, is every guys dream. She is a smoking-hot-blonde bomb
shell you will not be able to take your eyes off of during the movie. Billy Maze (King) 
does a good job as the typical villain whose only purpose is to move the plot from point 
A to point B. The real star of the film is William Fitchner, as The Devils’ Accountant, he 
owns the role and steals every scene he is in. I wasn’t a huge fan of Fitchner in previous 
films, but now I am looking forward to the next project that he works on.

The 3D in this movie is a lot of fun! I have no idea of why Richard Roeper is say
ing that it is bad. I think it is some of the best 3D since Avatar.

“Drive Angry” is what a B-Movie from the 70s or 80’s was like. Being coupled the 
technology and 3D from 2011 though makes this a must see- but do it in 3D.

Rated R for strong brutal violence throughout, grisly images, some graphic sexual 
content, nudity and pervasive language

Runtime: 104 minutes
★★★■ft *
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Learning Well
Fall 2010 Pahl Literary Prize-Short Fiction honorable mention

■
 PAUL LEON
Special to the Press

The Pahl Literary Prize was founded in 2007 by NMC alumnus and regional historian 
Kathleen Firestone. Students submit either a work of short fiction or essay. The winner 
receives $100. The prize is awarded each semester. The White Pine Press will be featuring the 
winner and the honorable mentions for the short fiction category that was held last semester 
(Fall 2010). This semester, the category is essay. For more information about the Pahl 
Literary Prize, and submission guidelines, call (231) 995-1175-

I rode silently through the brush and thickets with ease as I had done so often at what 
seems now life times ago, my raiding partner carefully placing every step, poised frozen at 
sensing a branch or twig underfoot, hesitating only to gently place it silently elsewhere. 
We’ve arrived at our destination just as planned, dismal clouds hovering so low that any 
movement would be difficult to detect. Sliding off his stout stature of a frame causes the 
hand-woven blanket padding my journey to
glide like a floating autumn leaf to the forest 
floor. My gallant friend, not produces so much 
as a snort or a whinny, while others posted as 
look outs for the slumbering camp call out 
softly for some sort of recognition, his scent 
obviously breezing gently in the direction 
of their flexing nostrils. But still, silent he 
remains, just as we had trained long for this 
very excursion, cautiously watching, observing 
patiendy for every command or instruction 
gestured, knowing no verbal message will be 
uttered. He has learned well.

I grin with pride and my undying respect 
was reinforced yet again by his compliance 
and devotion as I rub my arms and shoulders 
up and down against his pungent sweating 
neck to cover my own scent so not to throw 
caution to the wind for his brothers to claim 
with a resounding alarm. Even this we practiced 
endlessly in the same manner insomuch that in 
sneaking up on a grazing deer I gained all but a 
few feet from it for an excellently placed arrow 
shot, successfully dropping it and immediately 
sliding the still heated carcass up over his 
waiting back deemed unproblematic. Here, I 
sign for him to wait standing motionless. He 
obeys, resisting the urge to munch on the dew 
covered grasses and fresh flowering morsels of 
goodness. Yes, he has learned well.

I carefully ponder my forward crouched 
advance; as to begin an ascent upon an 
enemy, muting every placement of worn 
buckskin on mother Earth, just as was 
expected from my trusted friend. My odorous 
disguise undoubtedly fools the tethered 
daunting mammals characteristic of easily 
being spooked by any unfamiliar man or 
beast thereby, and without delay, sounding 
an urgent alarm for all to hear. We slowly 
crept past, as they all stand motionlessly
synchronized while I pass along side all of them totally unaware, just as the deer 
moments before it draws its last breath. I’m sure the combination of my unnatural sight 
and smell combined confuses any meaningful significance for them and overrides their 
desire to warn of danger even when uncertainty such as this exists. Since smell is what 
they rely on most, I confidently progress onward, knowing the result of such sensory 
confusion would thwart any unwanted reaction that might give my presence away. The 
many endless days and evenings of sitting in among pastured grazing herds taught me 
every hint of their traits and mannerisms and now to my success, I grin proudly. Yes, I 
have learned well.

Photo Courtesy/PAUL LEON

Reaching the next planned point of arrival, a very well thought-out destination 
of a preordained purpose, I survey familiar scads of perched pine frames like vertical 
scaffolding ascending from the top of musty hides, ribbons dangling in the scant 
moonlight peeking between the downy bed of clouds, and with a rapid cleverly located 
slice, quickly I am standing within the perimeter of its tapering enclosure. With one 
accomplished swoop, I sling my prize over my shoulder as she begins a cunning half 
attempt of wiggling free, but all without voicing or whimpering a single sound, for she 
completely realizes our unwelcomed outcome of such a deed.

We exit, I on foot, she in a slumped gunny sack position, as we make our return trip 
back to an awaiting cohort, yet again passing within reach of the camp’s failed warning 
from their herd. This time, it’s her recognizable smell that relaxes all anticipation of any 
unwanted foe coming near; the fragrance of long wisps of dark hair bathed in a flowery 
blend of juices, rinsed clean by fresh brook current not more than a few hours ago, an 
elegant hawk feather hanging off on the right side. I watch each reaction to her presence 

and directly loosen the leather thong of the 
magnificent statuette she probably has pampered 
since childhood, now always attentive to her 
every move, and with a slightest tug, her brood 
mare shadows along following gracefully, the 
others returning to mowing the deep grass.

Now, safely away from the camp, I place 
her feet gently before me, she fights, kicks and 
trashes about admirably as though tested for her 
strength and substance, all displayed as a vigorous 
attempt of deliberate resistance, her eyes bright 
with understanding. It is almost as if she has 
long planned for this very night and thoughtfully 
strategized every precise orchestrated move with 
careful and methodical placements of her repeating 
fists that were now being forcibly planted against 
my chest, the fringe of my war shirt bouncing 
frantically with every strike. Direct and accurate 
they are, obviously to ensure some certain degree 
of premeditated pain in arrangements of landing 
one right after the other that some might consider 
as artful as beating of a drum.

My waiting mount, now eyes me with 
uncertainty, not quite knowing what to make 
of this measure of confrontation and opposition 
from this new partner of ours in the buckskin 
dress. It takes only a few seconds of eyeing her 
mare for him to come upon a full understanding 
for the purpose of our night raid. Instantly I take 
her face into my hands and gently kiss her so 
passionately that for her it’s familiarly symbolic 
of many nights awake anticipating the arrival of a 
coming deep love and devotion that she has, only 
to this point, dreamed about. And with that, 
her resistance calmly retreats and all refusal fades 
away as I silently contemplate if she too had been 
inherently well versed of my coming by some 
patriarchal mentor or tribal mother. If so, she 
too, has learned well. ,

Disrupted with the quick toot of a horn 
and instantly transformed back into my own 

reality, the traffic light has since turned green, accelerating, I inquisitively ponder quietly 
to myself — What happened to the good of days when man wanted a good wife; he 
simply went out to the neighboring camp and stole one? As I’m longing to be back again 
with the old ones, the driver honking my attention towards the changing traffic light 
waves as she tours past in her red convertible jeep, her all too familiar long wisps of dark 
hair waving in the wind, it’s attached elegant hawk feather hanging off on the right side. 
Then the thought occurred to me... given that we natives believe we keep returning until 
all lessons that are presented to us in life are complete... that is, certainly over several life 
times, I guess, we all eventually learn well... man, woman, and horse.
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Zach Nitzkin, Sports Editor_ _ _ _ _ _ _ *Beach Bums solidify 2011 coaching staff

Jason Wuerfel, Bench Coach

The Traverse City Beach Bums have announced they will return the coaching staff 
that lead the team, in 2010, to its most successful season in franchise history.

The team and manager Gregg Langbehn announced an agreement has been reached 
that will keep the skipper with the Bums through the 2012 season. In addition to 
Langbehn’s return, the team will retain the services of Shannon Hunt and Matt Pulley 
who both served as assistants under Langbehn last season.

Hunt, a long-time baseball man, brings extensive experience to the club having 
been in baseball for a quarter century. A collegiate player at Lewis Clark State University 
in Idaho, Hunt went on to coaching tenures at El Paso Community College, New 
Mexico Highlands University and Shasta College. The Bums’ assistant also had stints as 
a scout for both the
Detroit Tigers and 
San Fransisco Giants 
in ’92-’01 and ’01-’05 
respectively. In recent 
years, Hunt had served 
as Director of the 
Arizona Winter league, 
a popular offseason 
training destination 
for many current and 
future major leaguers.

Pulley, who served 
as the Bums’ infield 
and catching coach last 
year will also return 
to Wuerfel park this 
summer. After a stint as 
a player in the Frontier 
League with the

Matt Pulley, Infield/Catching Coach Shannon Hunt, Hitting Coach

Evansville Otters, Pulley made the transition into coaching last season with the Bums.
Another key addition to this year’s staff will be the full-time services of Jason 

Wuerfel. Wuerfel, who is also the club’s VP and Director of Baseball Operations, will be 
in the dugout for the entire season. Last year, due to previous commitments, Wuerfel was 
only able to participate in day-to-day activities during spring training and the last few 
weeks of the regular season, but has announced plans to be on the bench full time this 
year. In his limited time with the club last year the team won 18 of 22 games.

The Bums will be looking to build on last season’s success, which was not only a step 
in the right direction but was also accomplished while having to rebuild the roster on 
the fly. Only two players returned from the previous season forcing the club to make a

number of roster changes 
while incorporating 
Langbehn’s new scheme. 
This year the Bums will 
return a large portion of 
their roster which club 
officials hope will shorten 
the club’s learning curve 
and improve chemistry.

Spring training is set 
to get underway in April 
with the regular season 
slated to begin May 20 
against the Kalamazoo 
Kings. The Bums will 
play their home opener 
on May 27, also against 
the Kings, and will 
include a fireworks show 
following the game.

For free, confidential 
answers to your questions 
about being pregnant, call 
Child and Family Services at 
800.538,9984

AZhat am I going to do? what should I tell
him? how do I get medical care? can I

stay in school ? should i keep my baby? 
what about adoption?

DU students: Shontea, Matt. Elona, Donna. Alyssa and Mike.

Take the next steps toward earning a bachelor’s degree.

» Transfer scholarships up to $4,000 annually.

• Transfer plans allow for easy transitions.

• Small class sizes averaging 15 students.

• Campus in Traverse City and online.

To create a personal transfer plan with an admissions 
representative, please call 1-800-686-1600, Sign up for a 
personal transfer web page at www.davenport.edu/vip 
Or visit www.davenport.edu/transfer for more information

Child & Family ServicesDavenport
university

TRAVERSE CITY 2200 Dendrinos Drive, Suite 104

of Northwestern Michigan

Strengthening the Fabric of the Family Since 1937
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Natural gas drilling debate heats up: read our guide

<

■ MARIAN WANG
ProPublica

It’s been a busy couple of weeks in the fracking and 
natural gas drilling debate, with the documentary film 
Gasland nominated for an Academy Award and a front
page story in the New York Times February 27, on the 
dangers posed by the technology.

The Times story underscored the findings of 
dozens of reports that ProPublica has published over 
the past three years, adding new details from previously 
undisclosed government documents about the amount of 
radioactive water produced by drilling.

Anatomy of a Gas Well —- The increasing public 
interest in the possible dangers of gas drilling comes as 
the world’s energy companies are placing a multi-billion 
dollar bet on its potential. At the request of Vice President 
Dick Cheney, Congress exempted gas drilling from federal 
regulation in 2005. Since then, industry officials have 
successfully lobbied against calls in Washington to change 
the law, calls that have intensified in recent months with 
new attention on the issue.

For those who want to dive deeper into the complex 
science and regulatory issues of fracking, we offer a quick 
breakdown of the key issues.

It’s a subject reporter Abrahm Lustgarten has been 
covering for ProPublica since July of 2008. In the years 
since then, Lustgarten and his ProPublica colleagues have 
criss-crossed the country, interviewing drillers, industry 
officials and residents from Wyoming to Colorado to 
Pennsylvania. (Lustgarten received the 2009 George Polk 
Award for environmental reporting for his investigation of 
hydraulic fracturing as well as the 2009 Stokes Award for

Best Energy Writing from the National Press Foundation.) 
Below is a list of 15 of our most important stories, 
arranged by topic so you can quickly find the information 
you need. For a list of all the 100 or so stories we’ve 
written about gas drilling since 2008, you can also visit 
our gas drilling home page.

Radioactivity —- Is Marcellus Shale Too Hot to 
Handle? A 2009 analysis of wastewater samples from wells 
in New York showed levels of radioactivity more than 250 
times the federal drinking water standard.
Wastewater — With Natural Gas Drilling Boom, 
Pennsylvania Faces an Onslaught of Wastewater. As 
gas drilling expanded in 2008 and 2009, Pennsylvania 
regulators were unprepared for a wave of contaminated 
wastewater.

Drilling Wastewater Disposal Options in N.Y. Report 
Have Problems of Their Own - This December 2009 
investigation showed that none of the disposal options 
laid out in a state report on gas drilling was realistic.

Methane Contamination — Officials in Three States 
Pin Water Woes on Gas Drilling— As new drilling expanded 
across the country, cases proliferated of natural gas leaking 
into water wells.

Water Problems From Drilling More Frequent 
Than Pa. Thought - Methane related to the natural gas 
industry has contaminated water wells in at least seven 
Pennsylvania counties since 2004.
Overview — Buried Secrets: Is Natural Gas Drilling 
Endangering U.S. Water Supplies? A 2008 investigation 
found more than 1,000 cases of water contamination in

drilling areas around the country.
New York’s Gas Rush Poses Environmental Threat - As state 

legislators looked to fast-track gas drilling permits in 2008, this 
investigation revealed environmental harm from drilling in other 
states and looked at how drilling might affect New York’s waters. 
What We Don’t Know - A look at the basics of hydraulic 
fracturing and gas drilling from December 2009.

How the West’s Energy Boom Could Threaten Drinking 
Water for 1 in 12 Americans — An examination of the threats 
posed by oil and gas drilling in the Colorado River Basin.

Regulation — State Oil and Gas Regulators Spread 
Too Thin - As gas drilling expanded across the country, 
state agencies failed to keep pace by hiring more 
inspectors, leaving some wells uninspected for years.

Underused Drilling Practices Could Avoid Pollution 
- Innovative industry solutions that would use less water 
and reduce air pollution have not played a prominent role 
in the national debate over how to drill safely.

In New Gas Wells More Chemicals Remain 
Underground - A December 2009 investigation showed 
that despite previous reports, as much as 80 percent of 
hydraulic fracturing fluids can remain underground.

Energy Industry Sways Congress With Misleading Data — 
As the industry tried to pre-empt stronger federal regulation, it 
used arguments that were undercut by its own data and reports.

Air Pollution — Climate Benefits of Natural Gas May Be 
Overstated - New emissions estimates by the Environmental 
Protection Agency cast doubt on the assumption that gas 
offers a quick and easy solution to climate change.

DON'T JUST TRANSFER 
TRANSFORM.
Our reputation for transforming students for real life and real careers is what sets us apart from other 
universities, and why Ferris State University ranks number one in transfers in the state of Michigan.

With 17 locations across the state, easy access to online classes and degrees that align with in-demand 
careers in Michigan's demanding new economy, Ferris State University is ideal for transfer and 
non-traditional students to finish or further their education.

After looking at the opportunities available at NMC's University Center, Joe transferred to Ferris to 
study business. To him, Ferris made the most sense financially and logistically. He needed a credible 
local program that was affordable so he could fit college into his busy life. Joe values the relationships 
he built with classmates and the quality of instruction he received. He plans to apply his
new skills to the golf course industry - something he is passionate about.

Begin your transformation at Ferris State University at Northwestern Michigan College, 
Apply for summer or fall semester by visiting www.ferris.edu/statewide.

Ferris State 
University
TRAVERSE CITY
2200 Dendrinos Dr.( Suite 100 
Traverse City, Ml 49684 
Phone: (231)995-1734 or 
(866)857-1954 
FerrisNorth@ferris.edu
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