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NORTHWESTERN

MICHIGAN

COLLEGE

WHITE PINE
Student goes
nutty

c

Philosophy major,
Katelyn Creamer, be
lieves she is a squirrel after
Don L., hypnotist, fails to bring
her out of hypnosis before she
escapes the auditorium

Boo!
Team Paranormal
Adventure investigates
the haunting of West
Hall by an unknown
shadow

NMC adopts new "sustainable" energy plan

I

Bailout
for some
local
residents
Feeling the pinch and tired of

waiting, some local residents
decide to create their
own bailouts.

TOM AUCH

Pickle Staff Writer

In an effort to achieve energy independence,
NMC approved a proposal to build a small
nuclear reactor on main campus. The move is
part of the college s new sustainable energy plan.
The reactor will be underground “with
little or no threat at all to the community,”
said Dr. Mai Lignent, a nuclear specialist
advising the college. “Many universities and
colleges are going nuclear because the cost of
energy has skyrocketed.”
The nuclear reactor will provide power to
at least 60 percent of NMC s main campus.
It will be located off Eastern Avenue. A
large hole will be dug the size of a football
field, in which a 21-ton cement reactor will
be placed 150 feet deep into the ground.
“The board approved this design
because of all the sand and water,’’’said NMC
spokesman Paul Heaton. “It’s a secure place
in the case of any seismic activity.”
A small, vase-like structure will extend
approximately 75 feet into the air. The tower
is expected to be decorated by humanities

.

students from Doug Domine’s drawing class.
“Were most likely going to turn this into
a contest for students to come up with creative
decorative ideas,” said Domine. “We are looking
for students who do not have a family, children
or any desire to have future career potential.”
Nuclear waste will be stored on-site and
will be removed bi-annually, when school is
not is session.
Its estimated that NMC will save 1.2
million annually on energy costs which will
be earmarked for other services. Those services
include a new beauty and cosmetic degree
program which will specialize in hair restoration,
a new medical degree program specializing in
various cancers, leukemia, and fertility disorders,
as well as a new zoology degree program that
will include a small containment zoo to house
local animals that have tripled in size.
Critics have complained that the college
is going to ruin the local environment.
Bioneers has announced they will no longer
host their annual conference at NMC.

“The idea that nuclear is sustainable is
about as dumb as thinking that coal is ‘clean,’”
said local Bioneers organizer Autumn Treewell.
But college officials are unfazed by the
criticism.
“Remember biomass?” asked Heaton.
“No, because nobody wants to cut down
trees. Do you see any windmills going
up anywhere? No, because nobody wants to
see them. Do you see solar panels going up
anywhere? No, because half the day is nighttime,
so they are useless after sunset. Do you see anyone
installing hydro plants? No, because we already
screwed up the watershed enough. And nobody
wants a coal plant spewing in their backyard.
What does that leave? Nuclear is the only way to
be energy independent.”
In two unrelated stories, NMC Health
Services has announced they hired Alfred
E. Chang, a leading oncologist from the
University of Michigan. Also, Paul Heaton,
Director of Public Relations unexpectedly
resigned directly after our interview with him.

Contents of this NMC Pickle issue contain fictious information and are for entertainment purposes
only. May cause sudden outbursts of laughter and momentary doubts of reality.
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Hypnosis gone wrong
BRIANNA BODARY

IPickle Staff Writer

JUSTIN BIEBER caused a ruckus in West Hall during lunch. Girls
crowded around him to get autographs and have their photos taken.

JUSTIN BIEBER was seen sitting outside West Hall reading the White
Pine Press during an impromptu visit to NMC.
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On Monday, March 21, NMC had a special guest appearance at the Milliken
Auditorium. The hypnotist Don L. gave a free show, and charmed the audience
with his humor then surprised them with his hypnosis skills.
As he got into the show, he invited a student, Katelyn Creamer, on stage to be
hypnotized. Everyone was excited to see Don L. in action and the hypnosis he had
prepared. The student was put into a trance and in the next moment she became
a squirrel at the suggestion of Don L. The audience cheered and laughed as the fe
male student scurried around and started to behave like a squirrel. However, things
quickly got out of control. Before Don L. could pull Creamer out of the trance the
student leapt from the stage and scampered outside.
“I was so shocked,” said Annabel Marie, a Political Science major who attend
ed the show. “At first I thought it was all part of the show. But when security went
running after her, I knew something wasn’t right.”
Don L. continued the show and luckily there were no other mishaps. Although,
he seemed worried, he assured the audience that it was part of the act and that the
student would be fine, once she was back at her seat.
He informed the audience that this had happened
once before. Don had hypnotized a student, from the
University of Michigan, into thinking he was a dog.
The student ran off stage much like Creamer. Don
then said that the local dog catcher was called in after
numerous complaints had come in about a man who
was running around town peeing on trees. It took the
dog catcher two days to capture the student. He was
then detained at the local pound until another hypno
tist could be located to reverse the hypnosis. Don said
the U of M student was completely unharmed during
the incident.
NMC students seemed concerned for Creamer s
safety. However, a missing person report has not been
filed with local authorities. There have been some sightings of a girl acting strange
ly around campus. Apparently, Creamer has been seen scurrying around, climbing
trees, and eating acorns.
Creamers boyfriend, Mark Ivanowich said, “I haven’t seen her since she leapt
from the stage. I have been leaving trail mix outside our apartment every night in
hopes that she comes home, but who knows where she is. I just hope she’s okay.”
Other students have seen Creamer around campus however she continues to
elude security.
“Yes I’ve seen someone scampering around campus,” said Allison Kurd, an Eng
lish major. “At one point I saw her in a tree.”
Other reports from students say that she has been seen burying acorns in various
spots around campus and continues to evade anyone who tries to capture her.
“I saw her kneeing down on the ground chewing on an acorn at one point,”
said James Lewis, an Aviation major. “I wasn’t sure if I should call someone, or
ignore it. When I heard talks about the girl who got hypnotized as a squirrel, I
figured it was her.”
NMC is claiming zero responsibility for this matter. The show was not mandato
ry and NMC claims that students knew what they were getting into when they at
tended the show. In addition, NMC refuses to help support the capture of Creamer
and says they will not pay to have the student unhypnotized.
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Pedestrian bridge erected over Front Street

■

TOM AUCH

Pickle Staff Writer

In an unprecedented move, NMC used the
colleges spring break to construct a pedestrian
bridge at the main college entrance.
NMC found a loophole in the city charter
that enabled them to construct a pedestrian
bridge after the college recorded less than
20 accidents from vehicles trying to enter or
exit the college.
NMC officials urgently met over the
winter to procure emergency funds,
including BBQ monies, to construct the
$120,000 pedestrian bridge built by Elmers
Excavating. It took six days—record time—
to complete.
NMC employee Tom Sweetman, who was
recendy involved in a rear-end car accident,
approves of the new bridge.
“I was ready to exit the college and the car in front of me
started to turn right onto Munson Avenue, only to slam on
the brakes to avoid hitting a pedestrian who had entered the
intersection [legally], I glanced left to check for traffic and
I slammed into the vehicle in front of me.” Sweetman was
ticketed and both vehicles suffered significant damage.
“It could have been avoided altogether with a pedestrian
bridge,” said Sweetman.
“There’s no doubt this will help,” said Mary Alwayslate,
a Nursing Major. “But the real solution would be to install
a left-hand turn arrow.”
Originally, a request for a turn-arrow was submitted
back in 1973 by NMC instructor Arlo Moss. Moss was

ricKie rnoio/1 uivi

consistently late for his morning Biology lab.
“My cultures were always overexposed,” complained Moss
who would be stymied by traffic entering the college. Since
1973, traffic at the main entrance has quadrupled.
For decades, the college has been petitioning for a
turn arrow. However, Munson Avenue is considered a
state trunk line. Therefore it is governed by the State of
Michigan and not the Traverse City Streets Department.
NMC Technical Division Director Ed Bailey has
bantered back and forth with numerous officials at the
local MDOT office here in Grand Traverse County, always
to no avail.
During peak times, cars can be backed up for up to
a quarter mile with dozens of vehicles waiting to turn.
With heavy traffic, only two vehicles can legally enter the

In 2005, Eris, a large dwarf planet that was founded by Michael Brown of
Caltech, was discovered floundering outside of Pluto’s orbit. According to Brown,
Eris was a beefier and bigger planet than Pluto. Brown advocated that Eris should
become the tenth planet, instead of Pluto. However, in the end both Pluto and Eris
were proclaimed “dwarf” planets.
Over the last five years, Pluto supporters have launched a campaign
questioning the size of Eris. They are sporting t-shirts with “Pluto: Revolve In
Peace!” Their campaign recently caused the Universal Court to look into the
situation. Their findings are surprising. They have produced evidence of steroid
abuse.
Planet psychologist, Dr. Cee de Lights owner of Northern de Lights Planet
Rehabilitation Center, claims that Eris’s steroid addiction is typical in cases where
smaller, less masculine planets are insecure and instable, frequently known as Small
Planet Disease. Brown and Eris are both being treated by Dr. de Lights and we
shall be looking forward to further developments on the case. Does this mean Pluto
might be reclaimed into EPS, Full Planet Status? Only time will tell.
On another orbit, the Ministry of Celestial Naming has a name change on its
ballot for its April 25 assembly. The ministry will officially vote to change the name
of Uranus. The proposal is to rename the seventh planet from the Sun Mianus.
Its current name, Uranus, has vexed astronomers everywhere since people refuse
to pronounce it “your-nus” instead of “your-anus.” Uranus and the Ministry of
Celestial Naming both agree that changing the name to Mianus (pronounced Meenus) will be less provocative and suggestive in common conversations. The vote will
be held on April 25.
There will be a Public Open House at NMC Rogers Observatory April 22,
2011 from 9 p.m.-11 p.m.

college and with pedestrians present that can cause
significantly more delays.
Not only are there heavy traffic issues turning into
the college, but exiting the college as well. During
peak time, cars can stretch all the way back to West
Hall as vehicles struggle to make U-Turns to exit via
another college porthole. Once you’re stuck in the
line, it’s hard to get out.
MDOT officials were contacted and declined
to comment publically. However, an MDOT
employee on the condidition of anonymity
spoke with the White Pine Press. He said that
the green arrow request was approved back in
August 2001, but with all the chaos from 9/11,
the project was shelved.
In 2008, MDOT officials met with the State
Engineering Department to revisit the issue. Again the
application was approved and funds were sequestered
for the hardware and the labor to install two arrows,
one to turn left into the college and another, running
simultaneously, turning right to exit.
The project was underway when the economy hit the
skids back in 2009. With a budget crisis in full stream,
project “NMC green arrow” was abruptly put on hold
again. Ironically the hardware, two General Electric, state
of the art, all-weather green arrow projectors, are still
sitting in storage at the US-31 MDOT office.
“This is an outrage,” said Engineering major, Lefty
Schultz. “You would think in such a small city there
wouldn’t be this much red tape, but there is.”
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Intelligent spirit found in West Hall, not a student
MADDY MESA

I

Pickle Staff Writer

Driving late at night through NMC you pass West Hall
when something catches your eye — a light on in one
of the rooms on the second floor. Nothing out of the
ordinary, until a shadowy figure appears in the window
and then disappears in the blink of an eye.
Since last August, there have been numerous reports of
students walking at night from class or driving through
the campus and seeing an apparition in the second floor of
West Hall.
*
Reports began to surface when the wings of West Hall
were torn down.
“I was walking back from my 7:30 p.m. math class when
I saw a light was on in one of the upper rooms and I saw a
shadow through the window,” said a student who wished
to remain nameless. “At first I just thought it was someone
working late until I remembered that the wings of the
building were gone and there was no other way of getting
up to the second floor.”
The student described that upon approaching the
building the shadow did not appear to be in the form of
a human but was blurry and hard to see until it simply
vanished into thin air.
This student is not the only one to see this ghostly
shadow. Other repots have been called into security from
concerned students who thought someone was trapped on
the second floor.
“There is a door and a staircase that leads to the second
floor, but it’s kept locked,” said security guard Rob
Cuffem. “We do get calls occasionally from students who
think there’s a person on the second floor, but when we go

Total reported sightings of West Hall ghost. The drop
off in December is attributed to the birth of baby Jesus.
up to check it out there’s no one up there.”
When asked if Cuffem or any other security guard has felt
any strange presence while up on the second floor he did
not comment.
As more and more sightings of this eerie shadow were
made by students, NMC thought it was necessary to bring
in Team Paranormal Adventure (TPA) to find the source of
this strange shadow. Similar to Ghost Hunters, TPA travels
to houses, hospitals or any buildings thought to be haunted
by ghosts.
TPA has been in Traverse City before investigating
“ghostly” activities at the Traverse City State Hospital.
Paranormal experts Zak “Boo” Radley, Erin Spooks and
Grant Whatwasthat, came to NMC in hopes of determing
what type of spirit was there and how to treat it.

What

am

“W& use various instruments such as Electric Magnetic
Fields (EMF) meters and Electronic Voice Phenomena
(EVP) to test the area for paranormal activities,” said
Spooks. “Sometimes we are able to capture visuals on
camera, but it’s rare.”
On March 29, TPA went up to the second floor to
spend the night investigating where the shadow has been
seen the most.
“At first we didn’t pick up any single or see any shadow
or mist like we usually see at other haunted sites,” said
Radley. “But that’s very common for the start of a lock
down. It’s usually at the bewitching hour when we start to
see strange activities.”
The WPP caught up with TPA the morning after. They
were able to share some of the paranormal activities they
experienced.
“What we discovered from our time up on the second
floor of West Hall was that there is an intelligent spirit
that is occupying the floor,” said Radley. “That was about
all we could find out.”
When asked if they had any idea who or what could be
haunting West Hall, team member Whatwasthat slated it
could be anything from a student who lived in West Hall
years ago, a disgruntled former NMC staff member, or a
homeless ghost who found a home on the second floor.
“The truth is we may never know,” said Whatwasthat.
But the team reassured the college that the spirit is
harmless and will not affect students or anyone else who
uses West Hall. If anything this may boost enrollment.
What student doesn’t want to go to a haunted school?

I going to do? what should I

tell

medical care? can I
school ? should I keep my baby?

him? how do I get
stay in

what about

adoption?
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A dollar an ‘A”
NMC plans to implement a “pay for grades” system with staff and students
starting Fall 2011. Not only will this encourage professors to step up their
teaching, this system will also award successful students with more financial aid.
All students will be eligible for the new form of financial aid with this
program. The amount of money given to students will depend on, not only, an
overall GPA but a class GPA as well. Each semester students will be granted a
refund based on their performance.
Students
will receive $300 for a
THE ISSUE:
4.0,
$200
for a 3.5, and $100 for a
NMC will change to "pay for grades"
3.0.
Anything
less than a 3.0 will
system of staff
not merit a refund. Also, at the
beginning of each semester, aid will
OUR VIEW:
be awarded to students with the
NMC has taken a step
highest GPAs.
in the right direction
Professor s pay will now depend
strictly on the performance of
their students. With the use of standardized departmental tests all professors
can be graded equally based on the performance of their students on these
tests. If students are doing poorly professors will be paid the minimal amount,
which is around $2,500 for every three-credit class. However, if students do
exceptionally well professors will be give up to four times that amount.
In addition, professors will be given bonuses for every student that
graduates with an overall GPA of 3.0 or higher. NMC declined comment on
how much the bonus would be but did say that because so many professors
have a hand in the success of one student it would not be a large amount.
Spertus College and Bastyr University both reported an increase in staff
satisfaction along with higher grades for their students on standardized tests. In
addition, both Spertus and Bastyr were able to lower their overall budget costs
for professors wages.
Spertus College reported that many of their tenured staff chose to retire
prior to the college implementing the system. This allowed the college to
decrease their overall staff budget amount by nearly 25 percent.
Bastyr University, on the other hand, was able to reduce the overall size of
their staff by 30 percent due to higher efficiency within the departments. Bastyr
administration credits this to the new system. The remaining professors on campus
are the best of the best. These staff members are eager and proficient while teaching
but also excelled at running their departments and working together.
Students and professors, in anonymous surveys, at both schools reported
that their overall experience was more positive than it had been in the past 10
years. In addition, Bastyr and Spertus students excelled on standardized tests
surpassing their previous scores by nearly 50 percent.
Considering the success of Bastyr and Spertus both academically and
financially NMC is making a good decision. While the focus is mainly on
student success the financial benefits are a huge deciding factor also.
With Michigan’s economy in the dumps and the severe budget cuts for
education this system is appealing to NMC and the board members. The new
system will allow NMC to not only reduce overall salary costs but also remove
staff members who are unable to produce satisfactory results.
NMC is faced with a possible 20 percent decrease in funding next fall due
to cuts across the board in Michigan. If NMC could become a top performing
school it could mean more money through enrollment and government grants.
Plus, NMC students would have access to professors of the highest caliber
with this new system. Not to mention their scores and overall experience would
be dramatically changed for the better increasing the appeal of NMC students
to universities and employers.
Students and professors alike seem receptive to the new system.
Execution will be key with this new system. Grading and pay must be
clearly defined. The policies need to take into account students who “give-up”
on their classes and professors who will look to hide their inadequacies behind
those students.
A board should be assigned to oversee the procedures and ensure that the
system is executed efficiently and fairly. The benefits will by far outweigh the
bumps in the road that administration, staff, and students may experience.
Cutting their budget, increasing performance of students and professors,
along with increasing the overall experience for everyone on campus seems like
a no-brainer. NMC is heading in the right direction for a positive and profitable
future for everyone.
BRANDY BRAY

Pickle Opinion Editor
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
To Whom it May Concern,
I attended the Diamond Divas Drag show, advertised by the White Pine Press, and I felt the
need to express my concern, over not only the show itself, but the fact that any news organization
would promote such a horrific event. Because of that show my children are scared for life. The
Justin Bieber impersonator spread Bieber Fever to my two girls; Apple (13) and Surrey (16).
The doctors tell us there is nothing they can do for my girls. Before that performance my angels
listened to Christian gospel, soft rock, and occasionally some age-appropriate, top-40 hits. But
now they walk around the house with their ear buds shoved in their ears blaring that god-awful
noise people like to call music. I even caught my little Apple writing “Mrs. Bieber” all over her
school notebooks. To top it all off they have both started dating boys with shaggy hair, low-rider
jeans, and silly baseball caps that tilt to the side underneath the hoods of their sweatshirts.
They are young impressionable girls and because of that show they now have the incurable
Bieber Fever. I blame the White Pine Press and the Diamond Divas Drag Show.
Sincerely,
Gwyneth Holmes, Leelanau County

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts
letters to the editor from members of the
college and community. Letters should be
less than 400 words, typewritten, and signed
with your name, address and phone number.
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar,
spelling and length. Opinions expressed are
not necessarily those of The White Pine
Press staff or any college employee.

*

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686
BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com

BY FAX: (231)995-2110
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"It is the mark of an
educated mind to be able
to entertain a thought
without accepting it. I
recommend this becoming
your daily motto."
ARISTOTLE, 62

Moral Virtue

April 7, 2011

WHITE PINE PRESS

www.whitepinepress.org

It is the greatest good
to the greatest number
"Death may be
of people which is the
the greatest of all
measure of right and
human blessings.
wrong. Are the greatest
Pass the Hemlock." number of people the
happiest? I think not."

'You will not be punished
for your anger, you will be
punished by your anger.
However, if you keep
rubbing my belly you will
be punished by me."

SOCRATES, 70

BUDDHA, 80

Socratic Paradoxes

"Always recognize
that human individuals
are ends, and do not
use them as means
to your end. It will not
end well."
IMMANUEL KANT,
JEREMY BENTHAM, 84
80
Utilitarianism
Categorical Imperative

Buddhism

"Stupidity is much the
same all the world over.
When I said that we
should do things that feel
good I didn't expect it to
be taken to this extreme."
JOHN STRART MILL, 67

Utilitarianism

New paper in Sweden offers nothing more than
leprechauns and unicorns
Lately it seems everywhere we look there is tragedy. A group
ofyoung entrepreneurs have started a magazine in Sweden
called, “ The Silver Lining. ” The goal ofthe daily paper is
to report on everything good in the world. The owners of
the paper include Rose Kalord Glasses, Ivan Ben Tinkin,
Gran Ola Eter, and Fonzi. White Pine Pickle staffmember
Brandy Bray flew to Sweden to get the story.

WPP: What is the driving force behind starting this
paper?
Gran: “People need to see that even amongst the
death and destruction life is beautiful. I mean even all
those people who died will be given back to the earth to
replenish it.”
Ivan: “The truth is the world just seemed so ugly that
we wanted to do our part to make it a little less ugly.”

WPP: Producing a daily paper is tough work with hard
hitting news stories happening all the time. How do you
plan to fill your paper daily with happy news stories?
Rose: “That is the beauty of our paper, we can take any
story and find the silver lining, which is why we named it
‘The Silver Lining.’”
Fonzi: “Say the local paper puts out a story about seven rich
kids being kidnapped by a crazy lady who sings on mountain
top — that is a disturbing story. But we look at it and say ‘hey
she is teaching them life skills - living in the mountain side,
learning to sing, and performing on front of an audience,
not to mention the skills it takes to actually kidnap and hide
seven kids.”

WPP: While finding the silver lining in horrible news
stories is interesting will your paper contain any original
content?
Gran: “Of course! We have already hired a photographer
WPP: In a world where the printed word is becoming
who has been
obsolete why start a paper?
instructed to
Rose: “Our staff psychic has predicted that in 2012 the Rose Kalord Glasses and Gran Ola Eter
photograph only
world will stop functioning the way it does now and all
things that would
electronics will become obsolete forcing people back to the basics. So it is in fact the
make people smile such as babies, kittens, and
perfect time to start a paper, especially one that only delivers good news.”
of course people doing nice things like walking
Fonzi: ‘“The Silver Lining’ is like nothing the world has seen before and we think
in designated crosswalks.”
people will embrace this new way of reporting.”
Ivan: “There are babies being born every day
— animal and human. Who doesn’t love a good
WPP: When researching for this endeavor what did you discover about the types of
birthing story? And if there happen to be no
stories people are looking for?
births there are always birthdays.”
Gran: “Well, our surveys told us that people are, in fact, sick of the doom and gloom
bombarding them daily. The surveys also said that people would like to see more human
WPP: What do you have to say to the
interest stories and stories with happy endings.”
skeptics out there?
Ivan: “Other news orginazation provided the same stories over and over again and
Rose: “Do unto others as you would have
people admit to being sick of reading them. People don’t watch movies where nothing
done unto you.”
good ever happens so why would they want to read stories like that? The truth is,
Fonzi: “Everyday has its clouds but after the
according to our survey, they don’t.”
rain comes a rainbow.”
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"Friday" voted greatest
song of all time
MADDY MESA

IPickle A&E

Staff Writer

Not since The Beatles has a song this epic rocked the music world. If you
haven’t heard of Rebecca Blacks new hit single “Friday” then you are seriously missing
out. This song is the ultimate party song that makes The Black Eyed Peas “I’ve Got a
Feeling” seem like it was written for a birthday party.
Kevin Rutherford, a columnist for Billboard magazine, wrote, ‘Friday’ is
something that simply must be seen and heard to be fully appreciated.” This
song will be stuck in your head the moment you listen to it. It’s catchy and
easy to remember. The song follows Black as she wakes up Friday morning
and how excited she is about the weekend. Eating cereal and waiting at the
bus stop turn into an adventure as Black decides whether she should sit in the
front seat or back seat of her friend’s car.
One fan wrote on the iTunes customer review page: “I was going through so
much pain in my life and considered ending it all, but then I heard this song.

Rebecca Black says...

You. saved my life, Rebecca. Thank you for creating such an inspiring piece
of music.”
In a review for Rolling Stone writer Matthew Perpetua said the song “sounds
unlike anything else in pop music.”
The best part of the song is not only do you rock out to the beat but you also
learn the order of the days of the week. As the lyrics go “Tomorrow is Saturday/
And Sunday comes...afterwards.” Who would have known if not for this song?
“After all these years I finally get it. Thursday is BEFORE Friday and Saturday is
AFTER Friday,” said another customer in the review page. “AH it took was a song
to set me straight. But I>m still not sure how the whole Sunday thing works.”
The rap part of the song is off the chain and really brings some diversity into the
song. Clarence Jey, the rapper in the music video, co-wrote the song and you can
totally tell with genius lyrics like, “Makes tick tock, tick tock, wanna scream. Check
my time, it’s Friday, it’s a weekend. We gonna have fun, c’mon, c’mon, y’all.”
One thing is for sure people are anticipating Black’s next new hit. Her debut
album Friday will features songs like “Hump day,” “My New Cell Phone,”
“Studying,” “Being Dropped Off at the mall by my mom,” and “My Love for
Justin Bieber.”
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Where’s Cody?
Some of the top highest-grossing films of all time have one thing in common—Cody
Aldrich. Cody is a Traverse City resident, White Pine Press staff member, computer
programming major, and is in high demand as a movie extra.
Cody has been starring in films since he was five. His first film was “Titanic”, you may
remember him as the little boy playing on the deck of the ship. Since his first film he has
starred in over 100 movies in the past fifteen years.
While the staff did not have time to sit down and watch the over 100 movies we did choose
the ten OF OUR FAVORITE films to watch. Our movie marathon took three days, fifteen
pizzas, three gallons of coffee, fifteen boxes of popcorn, and twenty 2-liters of soda.
We watched ten movies and played “Where’s Cody?” The first person to spot Cody in the
movie received bathroom priority for the movie. That meant whoever was on top of their
game got to use the bathroom first during our intermissions.
For anyone who would like to play this game here is a list of the movies we watched:

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone
Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man’s Chest
The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King
Alice in Wonderland
The Dark Knight

Avatar
Titanic
Star Trek
Fight Club
SpidSr Man
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Some locals taking bailout very seriously
ZACH NITZKIN

I

Pickle Staff Writer

More than two years after the Federal Government began its disbursement of
‘Bailouts,’ some Traverse City residents, eager to see the legislation’s impact, have taken
matters into their own hands. With the economy in the dumps and the general public’s
morale at a 12-year low, it appears locals have finally begun to catch bailout fever.
On March 22, Grawn native and Zodiac enthusiast, Leroy Maclnerny visited The
Hair Resort for a trim. After instructing the barber as to what type of cut he desired,
Maclnerny settled in his chair for what hair stylist Red Thornton thought would be just
another cut. To Thornton’s surprise, just minutes into
the trim, Maclnerny leapt from his chair and dashed for
the door, leaving only enough time to shout “I’m bailing
out, put this one on the Fed!”
“I must admit it caught me a little of guard,” said
Thornton. “Most of my clients who skip out on the
bill wait until after they’ve received the exfoliating
shampoo portion of the cut.”
In a related, and far more bizarre incident, retired
bingo emcee and avid spelunker Delores Montenegro
recently visited Munson Medical Center for what
doctors referred to as a routine quadruple-bypass
procedure. Nearly three hours into the procedure, an
unidentified homeless man burst into the operating
room and began to shake Mentenegro violently until she awoke from the anesthesia.
After a brief moment to collect herself and assess the excruciating pain brought on by her
sudden confrontation with consciousness, Montenegro sprang from the operating table
before hurriedly leaving the hospital.
Initial attempts to contact Montenegro went unanswered apparently due to an
unidentified medical issue.
On March 25, the WPP caught up with Montenegro in order to determine the reason

for her sudden departure from the hospital. “I’ve been sewing for years so I just figured I’d
contribute to the bailout effort and save the hospital some thread... turns out sewing one’s
self up isn’t as easy as you might imagine,” said Montenegro.
Further investigation by the TCPD revealed Montenegro had retained the services of
Oscar Doe, a local homeless man, to assist in her bailout. Apparently a deal was struck
between the two stipulating Doe would awake Montenegro mid-surgery in exchange for
two-dozen empty soda cans and an unspecified number of envelopes. Doe was unavailable
for comment and is believed to be redeeming frequent flyer
miles somewhere in the Caribbean.
In yet another strange bailout-related incident, NMC student
and accomplished binge drinker, Neal Roswell has been
apprehended after bailing out on a drink tab on St. Patrick’s Day
at Bradys Bar. Eye-witness accounts from the wait staff indicate
Roswell paid for his first several drinks in cash before opening a tab
and ordering a wine spritzer. Shortly thereafter, Roswell vacated the
bar without setding his debt
After review of security footage, local authorities were able to
apprehend Roswell and charge him with misdemeanor theft.
Apparently his address was discovered when security tapes
revealed the suspect was wearing a shirt that read: “In case of
a Blackout, please deliver me to 1054 Greenwood Ave.”
Roswell was unavailable for comment, although police reports cite Roswell as being
under the influence of alcohol with an extreme need to contribute to the bailout effort.
These and similar occurances in other parts of the country have forced The
Department of Transportation to issue warnings to all commercial transportation
vehicles, planes included, urging vehicle operators to refrain from participation in all
Bailout efforts with the exception of vehicles whose bearing appears headed for sub-prime
mortgage agencies.
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