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We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may

Out of Africa
Alternate story 
format editor Chloe1 
Boudjalis talks with 
Sharron Zimmerman-Rowe 
about her work in Africa and 
with the Rainbow Trust.
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NMC student Erica Hamilton 
is running for Phi Theta Kappa

Road racers
Traverse City's 
Cherry-Roubaix is 
awarded the State 
Road Race Championship by

SGA REPRESENTATIVE MACK JONES looks on at the rally that was held on Saturday, March 19 in Traverse 
City. Jones was invited by rally organizers to give a speech. The rally drew roughly 500 protesters to Front Street. 
There were demonstrations in front of the Post Office and Horizon books.

NMC student speaks out
SGA representative gives speech to roughly 500 at TC rally

KENDALL KAYE SPRATT
Press Staff Writer

Mack Jones is a political science major at 
NMC. He was one of a handful of speakers 
invited to speak at the March 19 rally in 
Traverse City. The rally was organized by a 
variety of local advocacy and political groups 
to protest amongst other things, Governor 
Snyder’s budget proposals and the Emergency 
Financial Manager laws. Those proposals 
include cuts to K-12 funding, a 15% cut 
in state funding to public universities, 
eliminating the Earned Income Tax Credit 
and taxing pensions. The WPP caught up 
with Jones after his speech.

WPP: Why did you attend the rally?
MJ: It was more of a personal thing for 

me. I live in this area. Seeing K-12 being cut 
even more, it doesn’t bring optimism for the 
younger demographic in our area. It’s kind of 
depressing to think about — Suttons Bay is a key 
example. They don’t have that much funding 
for school buses now, so they’re using the BATA 
bus system for the schools. That’s not right.

WPP: What did your speech focus on? 
MJ: My speech was more about how

this is going to affect me and people my age 
in the future. Education is key, especially 
if Snyder wants to promote business 
entrepreneurship. It’s kind of an oxymoron 
to cut education when you want to promote 
entrepreneurship. That was the concept 
behind my speech.

WPP: Why should NMC students care? 
MJ: NMC students who plan on

transferring should be involved with this. 
They’re cutting funding not only to K-12, 
but they’re cutting funding to major 
universities. So with cutting funding more, 
tuitions go up, and scholarship opportunities 
go down. There won’t be as many 
opportunities for people in this area.

WPP: How did you get involved in the rally? 
MJ: Leelanau County Democrats

contacted me to a part of the rally. I have

worked with them before and they know I 
am active with politics. They know I have a 
common knowledge about what goes on at 
the state level.

WPP: What do you hope will happen next?
MJ: I hope Snyder repeals his bill for the 

Emergency Financial Manager law. I hope 
his budget doesn’t get passed. Essentially it 
screws over young kids and kids who are 
looking to go onto to four year institutions.

WPP: Are you going to the April 2 rally?
MJ: I plan on being there. It’s a 

constraint on time. I have to work on 
weekends. I am really looking forward to it 
and want to go.

There is a rally specifically against the 
Emergency Financial Manager laws planned 
for downtown Traverse City on April 2. The 
protest starts at 12 p.m. and will be outside 
Horizon Books.
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IT WAS A TACO BAR AT THE STUDENT GROUP SOCIAL HOSTED 
BY SGA AND STUDENT LIFE OFFICE. Roughly twenty students 
attended, munching on tacos and talking student life, projects, and goals 
for a variety of student groups on campus.

NORTHWESTERN MICHIGAN COLLEGE

WHITE PINE PRESS

New federal budget 
could limit 
Pell Grants

■ JOSHUA SISCO
Press Staff Writer

The new plan from Congress calls for $61 billion in cuts, compared 
to 2010, to cover the remainder of the 2011 budget. Among those affected 
by the proposal are student aid, food programs, National Public Radio 
(NPR), the National Endowment for the Arts, and an 18 percent cut to the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

The Higher Education Act (HEA), which went into effect in 2009, 
first allowed a student to receive two Pell Grants in an award year for an 
accelerated program. This would also be stripped down in the new budget. 

“NMC is a semester school,” said Pam Palermo, director of Financial
Aid at NMC. “The way the act was changed allowed for students to use Pell 
money in the summer semester, depending on how much they used during 
the other two semesters. A financial aid award year runs from July 1-June 
30.”

The increased spending for the Pell Grant under the HEA was ten times 
the original projections.

“I don’t think they really realized how much that was going to cost the 
Federal Government,” said Palermo.

“There is a talk right now of possibly reducing the amount of Pell 
eligibility for next year. Right now, Pell eligibility for full time status is 
$5500, with a zero estimated family contribution. That is the maximum Pell. 
One analysis says to cut $845 from the maximum Pell Grant award, but that
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"Understand that we are all waiting for the final 
word to come down from the Federal Government."

Pam Palermo,
NMC Financial Aid Director

would change the Pell Chart distribution system in a different direction.”
The reason for that change has to do with discretionary spending. Most 

of the proposed cuts fall into this category. Because the majority of Pell 
money is discretionary, it is vulnerable.

“Right now, when you look at the overall Pell Grant, there is mandatory 
funding. They say, all right, were going to fund $640 in Pell. That’s 
mandatory for every student because that’s an entitlement. The rest is 
discretionary. So in this case, $4860 is discretionary funding out of the 
$5500 maximum,” said Palermo. “So they could fund it, they could not fund 
it, who knows?”

Other budgetary hindrances for students are a loss of funding for the 
Leveraging Educational Assistance Partnerships (LEAP) and the Federal 
Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (FSEOG). While NMC is not 
a LEAP participant, FSEOG funds total about $133,000 annually.

“That money would be awarded to students on a first come, first 
served basis,” said Palermo. “We award this for both part-time and full-time 
students around mid-April, and when the money is gone, it’s gone. That can 
affect a lot of students.”

7,500 students apply for financial aid, every semester, which represents 
an 11 percent—it 12 percent increase over the previous year.

“The big point for [students] is, we are waiting for the decision,” said 
Palermo. “We will be packaging summer aid shortly. Hopefully, by the end of 
March [students] will know what they are going to have. This will be based 
on the information we have. Their aid may change. Understand that we are 
all waiting for the final word to come down from the Federal Government.”
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Joshua Sisco, News Briefs Editor

Barbecue Board funds NMC projects
The NMC Barbecue Board has announced funding for NMC projects. Among the 
projects, totaling more than $45,000, for 2011: replacing Ash trees on campus, purchasing 
graphing calculators for Upward Bound, a technology upgrade for the Student Life Office, 
purchasing online scholarship search and application software, funding a “Total Station” 
for Nautical Archeology students and funding an online resource to obtain copyright 
free music, to be used in NMC presentations and videos for students and faculty. The 
barbecue, which has raised more than $1.5 million for a variety of NMC projects, has 
been held annually since 1956. The barbecue will be held on May 22 this year. For more 
information visit nmc.edu/bbq.

Phi Theta Kappa woman's history project
Phi Theta Kappas project “Strength in Numbers: Working Women and Unions in the 
1990s” was presented Marth 12 in tandem with the American Association of University 
Women and the Womens History Project of Northwestern Michigan.

STUDENTS FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: Erica Peplinski as Shirley 
Temple; Meghan Goulder as Jacqueline Kennedy; Ashley Finfrock as 
Elizabeth Taylor; Sophie House as Princess Diana; Maddy Mesa as 
Lady Gaga; Shauna Quick as Rosie the Riveter; Ashley Flees as Nellie 
Bly; Erica Hamilton as Annie Oakley; and Emilie Larner, as Emilie du 
Chatelet.

Music, art, and film to Benefit Artcenter Traverse City
Artcenter Traverse City is hosting an upcoming fusion of music, film, and art called 
“of the Earth” on Friday, April 8, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m., at the Artcenter on 720 S. 
Elmwood. Smooth jazz will be performed by A1 Jankowski and Friends. A $10 donation 
for admission directly benefits the Artcenter. Admission includes refreshments, and 
a ticket to see the film “Koyaanisqatsi” at the State Theater on April 12. For more 
information call 231-941-9488 orvisitartcentertraversecity.com

NMC Art alumni lectures on award winning quilts
Jim Hay presents a lecture in conjunction with his exhibit “Go Where You Are,” in the 
Milliken Auditorium at 7 p.m. on March 25. In addition to NMC, Hay is an alumni 
of Michigan State, where he received a B.F.A. and M.F.A. prior to moving to Japan 
in 1990. It was the house he bought in Japan that took his work in a new direction. 
Formerly an Associate Professor and head of the Sculpture Department at Olivet 
College in Michigan, Hay worked predominately in found-object-assemblage and 
collage. The house came without curtains, so Hay made some. He used found pieces 
of cloth, and discovered he enjoyed creating textile art. Hay, who is teaching a sold out 
workshop on March 26 and 27, has exhibited widely throughout Asia, America, and 
Japan, winning eight major international awards. Admission is $6 for adults and $4 for 
children. NMC students and museum members get in for free. For more information 
contact the museum at 231-995-1055 or go online at www.dennosmuseurmorg 

March Heats Up With Latin Dance
Come and learn to Latin Dance with Ignacio Javier Nuno March 26 and 27 at the 
UAW Hall located at 703 Rose St. from 6 p.m. to midnight. $10 per person or $5 for 
students with valid I.D. per night. Learn salsa, merengue, banda, cuniba, and corridos 
styles of latin dance. No partner required. All skill levels welcome. For directions and 
more information call Javier at 231-590-1347

Dennos Preview of "Bodies Human Exhibit" to Benefit Traverse 
Health Clinic
In honor of the twentieth anniversary of the Dennos Museum opening, which will 
be in July, the museum will host “Bodies Human: Anatomy in Motion.” A benefit 
and opening preview is slated for April 9, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Dennos, and 
will give museum patrons a first glimpse at over 100 authentic human specimens. 
Individual organs, transparent body slices, and even whole bodies will give a closer 
look at circulatory, muscular, respiratory, and skeletal systems. A variety of preservation 
techniques have been employed to give some face time with the anatomy that we 
often take for granted. The exhibit, which runs from April 10 to September 4 has been 
displayed all over the country to great praise, often with long lines, and scarce ticket 
availability. To find out more, call the Dennos Box Office at 2310-995-1553 or visit 
dennosmuseum.org

Unwanted Cell Phones to Benefit Third Level Crisis Center
Third Level is collecting unneeded cell phones with batteries to raise funds for crisis 
services. No chargers or accessories are needed Phones can be dropped at several 
locations:

•Third Level, 1022 E. Front St.
•Cartridge World, 3311 W. South Airport Rd.
•Sprint, 2506 Crossing Circle, Suite C
•Wireless Zone, 2770 Silver Lake Rd., Francisco Plaza
•Verizon Wireless, Grand Traverse Mall

The phones are sent to PaceButler Corporation and recycled responsibly so that they - 
stay out of landfills. All of the money raised will go for free services provided by Third 
Level: 24 hour a day crisis counseling, legal aid clinic, Pete’s Place youth shelter, youth 
and family services, street outreach, and much more. For more information call-Sandy 
Piotrowski at 231-922-4802 or 800-442-7315.

Did you know that we have 12 different names for 
the moon? Yes, you heard me right. We have 12 different 
names for the moon- one for each month according to 
the Farmer’s Almanac that is. Historians tell us it was the 
Native Americans who gave each Full Moon a specific 
name so that they would be able to distinguish what 
season it was. For March we have the Worm Moon and 
for April we will have the Pink Moon. The names of the 
Moon changes from tribe to tribe but we now use the 
most common of the names. As March comes to an end, 
Mercury, Mars, Venus, Jupiter, Uranus and Neptune will

be above us during the day. Saturn will be the king of the 
night sky through April. You can easily view Saturn through 
a small telescope, but make sure you are out of the city 
limits to get the best view!

NASA is making history ladies and gents! On St. 
Patrick’s Day, the spacecraft MESSENGER (MErcury 
Surface, Space ENvironment, GEochemistry and 
Ranging), will have dropped into the orbit of Mercury. 
NASA launched the spacecraft on August 3, 2004. From 
the launch to St. Patricks Day 2011 the spacecraft will 
have been in space 2,417 days and counting. Mariner 10

was the first space probe to explore Mercury and only a 
portion of the planet was researched. MESSENGER’S 
mission is to explore the rest of the planet and give us 
a better, holistic view of Mercury and our solar system. 
Keep tuned for more information on what is happening 
with MESSENGER in our next issue!

NMC Astronomical Association will be hosting a 
Public Open House on April 9,h and 22nd from 9pm- 
11pm. For more information please go to our website 
www.nmcac.yolasite.com

www.nmc.edu/rogersobservatory *
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Sharron Zimmerman-Rowe on Rainbow Trust, 
South Africa, and Rotary

Sharron Zimmerman-Rowe has earned an 8,000 dollar grant from Traverse City Rotary 
Club, to continue her work with a South African charity, Rainbow Trust/ We sat down with 
Sharron to find out more about her work in Africa and the Rainbow Trust.

WPP: How much time do you spend in South Africa?
I am in South Africa for six months of the year. My husband is a South African 

citizen, although I met him in the US. I travel with him. We are mainly in the Cape 
Town area. When I am in Traverse City, I am program director for Food Rescue, as part 
of Goodwill. I job-share that position, so I am able to travel here to work with grants for 
Rainbow Trust. - ■>*

Why did you select the Rainbow Trust?
I believe that things happen in our lives for a reason. We are put places where we can 

make a difference. So, when I started spending more time here, I began to look for a 
charity that had a good reputation locally. I worked through the Rotary Club in Hermanus, 
the town where I live when in South Africa. They were helpful in identifying Rainbow 
Trust. Rainbow Trust has a broad spectrum of programs, mainly beneficial to young 
children, as their original focus was early childhood development.

How did you become involved with the Rotary Club?
I have been in Rotary for over 15 years and believe that they represent my values of 

promoting world peace, and helping at the community level, national and international 
levels as well. While I joined Rotary as part of my business responsibilities, it soon 
became apparent that I loved everything about Rotary. “Service above self” is the motto. 
All things we do and say on a business and personal level should be put to the Four Way 
Test: 1. Is it the Truth? 2. Is it fair to all concerned? 3. Will it build goodwill and better 
friendships? 4. Will it be beneficial to all concerned? I believe that if there is ever going 
to be peace in the world, it will happen through something like Rotary and it’s truly 
international presence to do good.

The Rainbow Trust works in the Overstrand region of Africa. The goal is to improve the quality 
of life and to alleviate poverty through social, educational and health services. The Overstrand 
region has high levels of violence, unemployment, teen pregnancies, drug use and HIV'AIDS. Here 
are a few of the objectives the Rainbow Trust is working towards this year. For more information, 
visit: http://www.rainbowtrust.org.za/mission

Objective 1
To provide Home-Based Care services for a continuous caseload of 600 clients, according 
to standards set by the Western Cape Department of Health, and to provide monthly 
support groups in 9 areas for 150 of these clients

Objective 2
To perform a combined monthly total of 
3600 TB, ECD Health and Women’s Health 
screenings through community outreach

Objective 3
To provide DOTS adherence support to a 
continuous caseload of 100 clients, and to 
provide transport to ARV clinics for 25 clients 
every week

Objective 4
To perform 720 ACTs and 600 counseling 
sessions in medical facilities, and 720 
ACTs through community outreach by Lay 
Counsellors every month

Objective 5
To distribute 10,000 condoms every month

Objective 6
To follow-up, assess and advise a caseload of 45 creches according to ECD Health 
standards and criteria, 7 of which must be new cases, to achieve a 75 percent success rate 
of creches improving their standards by 50 percent.

Objective 7
To perform 1,000 household social screenings per month and to follow up on 100 
percent of cases that require further intervention or assessment

Objective 8
To successfully assist 95 percent of identified individuals to obtain birth certificates, ID books 
and grants, and to assist 15 families with food parcels and/or clothes/blankets per month

Objective 9
To provide 80 individual counseling sessions per month (20 percent existing adults, 60 
percent existing children, 20 percent new children) and ongoing weekly group counseling 
for 1 group of children who have been exposed to any form of abuse

Objective 10
To conduct 2 socially-oriented awareness and education events at schools and/or clinics 
every month, and one community-based event every quarter

Objective 11
To provide three meals a day, clothing and continuous psycho-social support for a 
continuous caseload of 150 children, to provide financial and material support to enable 
75 children to attend ECD centers, and to provide after-school activities for 300 children

Objective 12
To operate three weekly childcare workshops for 30 expecting parents, 40 parents with 
children 0-18 months and 20 parents with children 11/2-5 years, and to provide ongoing 
psycho-social support for all group members

Objective 13
To refine and improve monitoring and evaluation systems so that a complete database of 
outcomes and impacts can be developed, for the purposes of improving overall effectiveness 
and efficiency and of being able to define objectives for 2011/2012 in terms of outcomes 
rather than outputs.

SHARON ZIMMERAN-ROWE working with Rainbow Trust in South Africa
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Brianna Bodary, News Wire Editor ___________

Japan rushes to save quake victims 
and stave off nuclear disaster

■
 BARBARA DEMICK, LAURA KING and MARK MAGNIER
Los Angeles Times

FUKUSHIMA, Japan — The number of missing and 
feared dead in Japan’s epic earthquake soared early Sunday 
as a reeling nation struggled to contain a nuclear crisis, 
pluck people in tsunami-inundated areas to safety, quell 
blazes and provide aid to hundreds of thousands of people 
left homeless and dazed.

As the second full post-quake day dawned, authorities 
said about 400,000 people had been forced to flee the 
giant swath of destruction, more than a quarter of them 
evacuees from the area surrounding the Fukushima nuclear 
complex, 150 miles north of Tokyo. The crisis intensified 
as officials reported that three of the six reactors at the 
Fukushima No. 1 plant were in trouble, and emergency 
measures were being taken to cool them.
The country’s chief Cabinet secretary, Yukio Edano, was 
quoted as saying that a meltdown may have occurred in at 
least one reactor and that authorities were concerned about 
the possibility of a meltdown at a second reactor.
Dozens of people were believed to have been exposed to 
elevated levels of radiation, but officials sought to reassure 
the public that there was no significant health risk to 
the general population, even though cesium and iodine, 
byproducts of nuclear fission, were detected around the 
plant. The incident could rank as the worst atomic accident 
in Japan’s roughly half-century of nuclear power generation.

With punishing aftershocks continuing to jolt the 
quake zone, the Japan Meteorological Agency revised the 
magnitude of the earthquake to 9.0, Kyodo News agency 
said. The U.S. Geological Survey had not altered its 
reading of magnitude 8.9.

The Japanese military was mobilizing 50,000 of its 
personnel, together with ships and planes, for a rescue 
effort that is a race against time. In a country where every 
modern convenience has long extended into even remote 
areas, the basics of daily survival —food, water, power— 
were unaccustomedly threatened.

Even in Tokyo, where the damage was limited, the 
rhythms of a normally throbbing metropolis were stilled. In 
many central districts, the trademark neon blaze was absent 
on streets that were eerily deserted. The subway system was 
running again, if sporadically, but on a Saturday evening, 
when its cars would normally be packed, some slid through 
stations all but empty, like ghost trains.

“It is believed that more than 1,000 people have lost 
their lives,” said Edano, the Cabinet secretary.
But assessments of the disaster were far from certain.
Although the official missing tally stood at 650, in Miyagi 
prefecture, north ofTokyo, officials said Saturday night that 
there had been no contact with about 10,000 people in the 
town of Minamisanriku, more than half its population.

Some people decided to try to get more information 
about missing relatives on their own.

When Tokyo office worker Yuki Ochiai, 25, heard 
that three-quarters of the 24,000 people living in the 
coastal town of Rikuzentakata were unaccounted for, he 
headed north to find out the fate of family living there.
He rode his motorcycle because roads were impassable by 
car.

“This is crazy,” he said as he stopped to buy water and 
gas outside Fukushima, still far from his destination. “One 
place. The other 18,000 people, they don’t know where they 
are:

Japan’s peacetime military, the Self-Defense Forces, 
was mobilizing a relief-and-rescue force of 50,000, the 
Defense Ministry said, including a special unit to help

Photo Credit/BRIAN VAN DER BRUG/LOS ANGELES TIMES/MCT

Government officials walk down a recently-cleared roadway on Thursday, March 17, 
2011, in Kesennuma, Japan, where the earthquake-spawned tsunami caused a massive fuel spill 
and fire further consuming the Japanese coastal town, famous for its tuna fishing fleet.

Piles of neatly stacked sleeping bags stood as 
testament to the long wait endured by many to either 
catch a plane out or find a way into the city aboard the 
slower-moving local trains instead of the usual speedy 
express. Service on the country’s iconic Shinkansen, or 
bullet train, remained sharply curtailed. Nine major 
expressways were closed because of structural concerns.

Tokyo Disneyland said it would be shuttered for at 
least 10 days.

At the crippled nuclear complex in Fukushima, 
authorities still were unable to explain why excess levels of 
radiation were detected outside the grounds. An explosion 
was heard near a reactor at the No. 1 plant about 3:30 p.m. 
Saturday, and plumes of white smoke could be seen.

Edano said the blast was caused by a buildup of 
hydrogen in the cooling system, and described the attempt to 
evacuate about 200,000 people from the area as a precaution.

Japan’s nuclear and industrial safety agency said more 
than 70 people were believed to have been exposed to 
elevated levels of radiation, the Asahi Shimbun newspaper 
reported. Most were waiting to be airlifted from a field at 
the high school in nearby Futaba.

On Sunday, the cooling system at a third reactor at 
the Fukushima plant was reported to be malfunctioning. 
Edano said steam was being vented and water added, “and 
those measures should stabilize the situation.”

Japan relies on nuclear power for 30 percent of its 
electricity generation.

“Japan is an earthquake-prone archipelago, and 
lining its waterfront are 54 nuclear (reactors). It’s been 
like a suicide bomber wearing grenades around his belt,” 
said Katsuhiko Ishibashi, a professor emeritus at Kobe 
University.
Since Friday’s quake, a dozen of the country’s reactors have 
been shut down, sharply reducing the power supply.

nuclear evacuees. Nearly 200 aircraft and 45 ships were en 
route or in the tsunami zone, the ministry said.

The U.S. military, whose bases are sometimes an 
irritant to local Japanese, was helping in the effort.
The Americans said there were no injuries or serious 
damage at their bases, and Japanese Defense Minister 
Toshimi Kitazawa said the U.S. Navy’s 7th Fleet would 
be providing search-and-rescue support along Japan’s 
northeastern coast.

The task was a daunting one. Whole communities 
were still underwater from the massive tsunami unleashed 
by the quake, the most powerful in Japan’s recorded 
history. Those included Rikuzentakata and the smaller 
town of Miyako, both in Iwate prefecture.

Despite Japan’s much-vaunted earthquake 
engineering, which saved countless lives, at least 3,400 
buildings were known to have been destroyed by the 
quake and fires, Kyodo News said, citing the national fire 
agency. But that figure too could grow exponentially.

In the town of Kesennuma, in Miyagi prefecture, fires 
merged into a mega-blaze stretching for more than half 
a mile. The welfare ministry said 171 “welfare facilities,” 
such as nursing homes, had suffered damage.

Adding to the urgency, nearly 6 million homes 
were reported to be without electricity, and more than 1 
million lacked water.

The populace was further traumatized by aftershocks, 
one of them magnitude 6.7.

The disaster’s economic toll has yet to be fully 
assessed. Manufacturing heavyweights such as Toyota, 
Nissan and Honda said production at plants well outside 
the quake zone was expected to be suspended Monday 
because of the difficulty in obtaining parts.

Flights resumed at Tokyo’s Narita International 
Airport, one of the world’s busiest, but its halls were quiet, 
and hundreds of domestic flights were canceled.

5
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NMC student runs for prestigious Phi Theta Kappa position
I MADDY MESA

Press Senior Staff Writer

NMC student and Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) 
member, Erica Hamilton, is running for the honor 
society’s International Vice President for Division 
III. If elected, Hamilton would have to preside at the 
International Convention and Honors Institute, give 
speeches and workshops at regional meetings promoting 
PTK’s programs, write articles for the International 
Officers blog, participate in their local chapter activities 
and set other goals for her term in office.

Hamilton would represent all Phi Theta Kappa 
Members in Division III which includes 285 chapters 
and eight Regional Organizations in Illinois, Indiana, 
Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minn-Wi-Kota (Minnesota, 
North and South Dakota and Wisconsin) Missouri, 
Oklahoma, and Arkansas.

“She would bring recognition to our campus,” said 
Kari Kahler, NMC’s PTK advisor. “She would represent 
both NMC and Phi Theta Kappa wherever she travels.”

Hamilton and other PTK members from NMC will 
attend the annual convention in Seattle, Washington April 
7 through 10 when the voting will take place.

“My attendance is required as a candidate,” said 
Hamilton. “I am running against four other completely 
capable candidates for this position. Only five members 
each year are elected at the International Convention to 
serve as International Officers —• the highest position of 
student leadership in Phi Theta Kappa. It is an awesome 
responsibility that comes with awesome benefits.”

Some of the benefits include travel/accommodation 
expenses for travel to regional conferences, a $700 stipend 
each semester to help cover personal officer-related 
expenses (clothes, dry-cleaning, childcare while traveling,

etc.), a laptop computer, a $2,000 scholarship and the 
International Officer pearl-accented lapel pin upon 
successful completion of term in office.

“I am so proud of Erica for running for Phi Theta 
Kappa VP of Division III,” said Meghan Goulder a PTK 
member. “I have known her since high school and she is an 
amazing leader. She is sunshine to all of us at NMC, with 
all the work she does on campus and in the community.”

It isn’t easy running for one of these positions.
In addition to being chosen out of the hundreds who 
run for the position, the candidates then go through 
a pulmonary round at the convention where they are 
narrowed down to two.

After that, the candidates present a speech to over 4,000 
students. In the final round, the delegates visit the candidates 
and vote. According to the PTK’s website, election results are

posted within two weeks following the convention.
“Erica possesses the leadership skills that a vice 

president needs: she is very organized and when needed, 
she takes the lead,” said Erica Peplinki co-secretary of 
NMC’s PTK chapter. “I am honored that someone like 
Erica Hamilton would ask me to be a part of her campaign 
team and I hope that I will do a great job of representing 
her in Seattle.”

To raise money to attend the convention, Alpha Rho 
Pi - NMC’s chapter of Phi Theta Kappa - hosted a “Bag 
Grab” in which people could pay two, three or five dollars 
to grab any paper bag they wanted which contained a 
variety of gifts from t-shirts to a flat screen TV.

Hamilton is not the first member from NMC to run 
for this position.

“Daniel Karlskin ran for International Vice President 
of Division III last year and I was his campaign manager,” 
said Hamilton. “This year Dan is my campaign manager. 
Even though he was unsuccessful in his campaign, he 
claims that the experience is one that he will never forget.”

Founded in 1910 at Stephens College in Columbia, 
Missouri with just six members, Phi Theta Kappa has 
grown to more than two million members with 1,200 
chapters located in United States, and in other parts of the 
world such as British Virgin Islands, Canada, Germany, 
and United Arab Emirates.

According to the Phi Theta Kappa’s website their 
mission is to “recognize and encourage the academic 
achievement of two-year college students and provide 
opportunities for individual growth and development 
through participation in honors, leadership, service and 
fellowship programming.”

Undergraduate and graduate 
courses available online or 
face-to-face at 12 CMU Centers

Open registration for 
summer term begins 
March 2,2011.

CMU has the quality classes you 
need this summer, in the formats 
you want:

• Online
• Local weekend or evening 

face-to-face classes
• Compressed terms

Call 877-268-4636 for 
more information or go to
www.cmich.edu/summer
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CAROLYN MCKELLAR
Press Staff Photographer

From sun up to sun down
Tradition! Every year community members of the Traverse City area come together to showcase some of our greatest talents. From stage design to costumes and 
everything in between, the Old Town Playhouse volunteers work tirelessly to produce shows that leave the audience wanting more. This season the Old Town 
Playhouse presents “Fiddler on the Roof,” a story about family, community and tradition. Patrons described Fiddler to be “100 percent Traverse City”!
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America's tsunami
Regardless of the fact that it happened thousands of miles away 

from the United States, the recent tsunami in Japan was another tragic 
event that was skewed to focus on Americans.

A reoccurring theme amongst Americans seems to be - how will this 
affect us?

How Americans will be affected by any event is important. At what 
point though does it go from being a healthy concern for our country 
to an unhealthy superiority complex?

When the tsunami first hit, news reports told us about the 
tsunami in Japan and brief video clips gave us a small glimpse into 

the devastation. The 
discussion quickly turned 
to the possible effects of the 
tsunami on the West coast. 
A valid concern, but at the 
time, the tsunami was hours 
away from the West coast.

We then heard, about 
Americans who were in 
Japan. Then we listened to 
experts on whether or not 
the U.S. could handle a 

tragedy like a tsunami. The talk then turned to how this would impact 
the American economy.

Why were news organizations discussing the details of economics 
during such a catastrophic event? We know that we are in a recession.
We should also know that any country we do business with could have a 
negative impact on us if their country experiences any form of tragedy.

WTiile the economic effects are important, the people of Japan and 
how they are affected should have taken precedence.

When watching video clips of people fleeing to higher ground, cars 
being pushed around as if they were Hot Wheels, and houses being 
demolished in seconds, the last thought anyone should be having is - 
how will this affect Sony or Nissan?

Another topic brought up during the tsunami was the nuclear 
plants in Japan. With their plants experiencing possible meltdowns, 
radiation poisoning and iodine treatments should have been at the 
forefront of conversations.

Instead, interviews were being conducted discussing the effect 
on plans for nuclear plants in the United States. With the United 
States looking at nuclear facilities as a source of energy the Japanese 
meltdowns are relevant.

Discussions about nuclear plans in the United States should be 
happening after this catastrophe. However, those discussions could have 
been placed on hold, at least until the water subsided.

The same news broadcast with the same information can only air so 
many times before it becomes boring and new topics need to be added in.

However, most catastrophic events have quickly changing details. 
Perhaps, news organizations should wait more than 15 minutes after 
a disaster to contort the information in order to apply it so heavily 
towards the U.S. *

The question, though, is whether news organization present us with 
the news that we ask for? Or are they contributing to the egocentrism in 
American by providing us with news that is focused on Americans even 
during devastating events that happen elsewhere?

Perhaps it is a little of both.
Americans have grown accustom to leading the pack — or at least 

being under the impression that we are. And by nature we are not an 
altruistic species. So it is not hard to believe then, that instinctively, we 
are concerned with our own wellbeing first.

If news organizations want ratings they must concede and give us 
what we want, right? Which seems to be all America all the time. After 
all, who would watch the news if it were about other countries, other 
cultures, and other human beings?

BRANDY BRAY
Opinion Editor

THE ISSUE:
During tragedies abroad, the focus on the 

United States is excessive

OUR VIEW:
News organizations should be more 

respectful of countries during tragedies

Corrections:
Letter to the editor
In our March 10 edition of Letter to the editor, “Matthew Schoecl” should have read “Matthew 
Schoech.”

Technobabble
In our March 10 edition of Technobaby e, the illustration should have been credited to 
Anjanette Merriweather

WRITE US A LEI TER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts 
letters to the editor from members of the 
college and community. Letters should be 
less than 400 words, typewritten, and signed 
with your name, address and phone number. 
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, 
spelling and length. Opinions expressed 
are not necessarily those of The White Pine 
Press staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686
BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 
BY FAX: (231) 995-2 Tl0
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What do you think the biggest tragedy was in the past seven years?
"The tsunami in 2004 
that hit the Philippines."
Bethany Pelky, 19
Nursing

"I got pink eye last 
week and had to miss 
half of my classes!"
Laurie Lawrence, 19
Physical Therapy

"The downfall of the 
economy!"
Dillon Arlt, 18
Aviation

"Katrina was bad, 
they didn't receive 
help very quickly."
Ashliegh Curtis, 19
Business

"The war on terror! 
We are still in Iraq 
and the Middle East."
Steven Strouse, 18
Aviation

"I would say that 
hurricane Katrina was 
the worst thing. FEMA 
didn't handle the situation 
well, but we have learned 
much more since then." 
Jane Bates,
Psychology

Inform yourself: Snyder is sneaky

MUSINGS 
OF A LADY

■
 EMILY MAGNER

Press Columnist

Woody Guthrie sang, “Ive seen lots of funny men; some 
will rob you with a six-gun, and some with a fountain 
pen.” Welcome to the current state of affairs in Michigan.

The lower and middle classes are being robbed by a 
fountain pen.

With the cross ofT’s and the dotting of Is, our right 
to collective bargaining is being taken. If you have not yet 
heard, hold on to your hats, because there is some crazy 
stuff happening in Lansing. Governor Rick Snyder has 
proposed a budget that has created huge waves, to say the 
least. You may remember, he advertised himself as the 
“nerd” and moderate Republican here to create jobs in 
Michigan’s struggling economy.

Snyder signed a package of what many are calling a 
set of anti-worker bills into law this month. These laws 
expand the Governors powers to deem cities in Michigan in 
a state of emergency, thus receiving an Emergency Financial 
Manager (EFM) who will have widespread powers to do 
things like break union contracts, dismiss democratically 
elected officials, and even disincorporate cities, school 
districts, and municipalities. For example, an EFM could 
dismiss the Kalkaska school board and merge the schools 
with Traverse City Area Public Schools (TCAPS).

In addition to the expanded EFM law, Snyders 
budget proposed to get rid of the Earned Income Tax 
Credit for low income Michiganders. He wants seniors 
to pay taxes on pensions, seniors who have less and less 
buying power, all to finance a tax cut for corporations. 

Snyder is taking from the poor and giving to the rich. 
Another change: if you plan on making a donation to a 

public university your donation will not be tax deductable.

These measures are not being taken lightly; people 
all over Michigan are rallying in rage and disgust against 
Snyders plans.

As a culture we have been conditioned to believe 
that marching and picketing doesn’t work, but the truth 
is, there are more of us than there are of them. When we 
band together in unity, it matters. Historically, the power 
of the people has moved mountains. It’s a little known fact 
that sometimes the people do win.

And I believe we will.

When we stand together we show decision makers in this 
country that although they sit atop a tall hill, lounging 
on expensive leathers, eating the finest food, and enjoying 
the benefits of being an elected official in America, they 
are making decisions that drastically affect people. Their 
reality is not our reality. When they make moves that do

not serve the American people we will stand up and speak 
out.

The Rick Snyder’s of the world have a job because they 
represent us. They are supposed to advocate for us, regardless 
of how far removed from the American reality they are.

At the very least, they should protect our right to 
democratically elect officials.

On Saturday, March 19, the rally in Traverse City 
against Snyder’s plans had a huge turnout - roughly 500 
people. It has been a long time since there has been a 
political issue that people on both sides of the party lines 
could rally together for.

Republicans and Democrats alike took time out of 
their weekend to show up with signs to make their voices 
heard. The estimated 500 protestors marched up and 
down Front Street, holding signs, and chanting. People of 
all demographics stood in unity on this issue. The air was 
electric with the astounding power that the masses hold 
when banded together.

There were colorful signs as far as the eye could see, 
spanning blocks downtown. There were women in their 
seventies holding signs with slogans like, “Government for 
the People.” College students marched with boards that read: 
“I am NOT indifferent!” “I LIKE our Mayor!” “Unions 
made the Middle Class.” And then there was my personal 
favorite: “The Weekend: Brought to You by Unions!”

If Snyder believes that he has the right to make these 
types of decisions for Michigan, I have just one thing 
to say: we will not take this sitting down. If you don’t 
use your rights, you will lose them, and the fight is just 
beginning. Not now, nor ever will the American people let 
our rights be slipped out from under us.

On Saturday, April 2 there will be a rally against the 
Emergency Financial Managers in downtown Traverse 
City, at Horizon Books. It is scheduled from noon to 
3 p.m.You can find out more on Facebook.

Stand up. Inform yourself. Keep your ear to the 
ground and join the movement.
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TEDx conference coming to Traverse City

a TECHNO
BABBLE
I TOM AUCH

Press Staff Columnist

Ask a student if they’ve ever heard of TED Talks.
“Yes, my science teacher played a TED video in class about our carbon footprint. I 

loved it,” said NMC student, Chelsea Richardson.
More and more teachers and students are sharing information via TED.

TED stands for Technology Entertainment 
and Design and is a live conference of dynamic 
speakers with the premise of “ideas worth 
spreading”, according to their website.

With keynote speakers like Bill 
Clinton, Jane Goodall, and Bill Gates, it’s not 
surprising that they sell out most events with 
endless waiting lists. The $6000 price tag for

admission keeps the crowd exclusive, but fortunately all TED talks are videotaped and 
broadcast free on the internet. Since 1990, the conference has been held annually in 
California and Europe, but in 2009 it all changed with a new format.

TED’s founders wanted the world to participate so they created TEDx. A smaller 
event sponsored by local communities, which takes its name from the conference’s 
original areas of focus. After an application is submitted and approved, local businesses, 
schools or communities can host a conference.

And that’s just what NMC’s President, Tim Nelson, along with local businessman 
Paul Sutherland, among others, helped organize.

Tuesday, May 17th, at NMC’s Milliken Auditorium, TEDx will host a daylong 
event featuring dynamic speakers, not only from around our region, but the world 
as well. Speakers like Kevin Rhodes (from the Traverse Symphony Orchestra), James 
Gartner (a renowned film director) and Peter Sinclair (an environmental awareness and 
energy alternatives aficionado) are among many to give short presentations that day. 
TED’s stipulations are that the presenters follow these rules: recipients must not be 
associated with a controversial or extremist group, and cannot use TEDx to promote 
religious or political beliefs, or to sell commercial goods. There are also rules governing 
the event format, including that speakers must be filmed and that they do not speak for

Traverse City

more than 18 minutes, or in the case of 
TEDx Traverse City, 12 minutes.

The first-ever TEDx was in March 
2009 at the University of Southern 
California and held a second event in 
2010, selling out all 1,200 available seats 
and turning away hundreds of people.

“Students were just beating down 
the door wanting to sign up,” said an 
organizer. “We actually had a student 
write in his application that the whole reason the student came to U.S.C. was TEDx.”

Although TEDx events were designed to be free, TEDx Traverse City will charge 
$99 for the day. According to TED’s bylaws, organizers can charge up to $100 for 
production costs, a far cry from the six thousand, but it does make it more difficult for 
your average student to attend. Lower ticket prices for students, even if it were a half day 
ticket, should be considered in the future.

In an effort to get students involved, NMC said it’s looking to sponsor up to ten 
students admission to the event based on a nomination process by teachers and judged 
by the following:

“The student’s ability to engage in new thoughts and contribute to the community 
discussion that will take place at the event, also students should exhibit an interest in 
innovation, creativity and/or entrepreneurism and be able to spend the entire day, from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the event,” said Karen Reudinger of NMC. There is even rumblings 
among the organizers to have a student or two present a talk.

When Melinda Gates of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation was asked what she 
hoped the people watching live via Webcast in 40 countries would take away from that 
particular TEDx event, she replied, “that change is possible.”

Look for more information on speakers and event information at tedxtraversecity.com.

Antsy, warm, and pale? Diagnosis: spring fever

KELSI'S 
KITCHEN
IKELSI CRONKRIGHT

Press Staff Columnist

With temperatures reaching 50 degrees and some people 
desperately needed sunshine, Em starting to get that antsy 

feeling that 
comes along 
every year 
around this 
time. The snow 
is melting.
The sun is 

coming out of
hibernation. I can even make it up my driveway without 
putting my car in four-wheel drive. Spring is officially in 
the air!

Along with the changing weather, comes spring produce. 
We can finally get out of our winter cook ruts. Fresh, 
flavorful produce is finally on its way. No longer will 
we have to waste our pennies on overpriced and tasteless 
products at the supermarket. I’m not embarrassed to say,
I feel like a kid in a candy store when the produce section 
starts to fill in the spring.

If you have ever tasted the sweet, vibrant flavor of a fresh 
mango or the rich liquorish flavor of newly picked fennel, 
then you have experienced the clean flavors of spring.

Artichokes, asparagus, fava beans, fennel, leeks, morels, 
peas, spinach, and watercress are just a few of in season 
produce to look forward to in the coming weeks.

The list goes on, but I will stop there. Finally, we are 
reintroduced to clean, fresh flavors. I especially love these 
spring produce because they don’t require complicated 
preparations. Allowing the actual flavor of these fruits and 
veggies to shine through makes all the difference. Skip the 
heavy sauces of winter - simple, fresh, local - that’s what 
springtime cooking is all about.

A squeeze of lemon juice, high quality olive oil, salt,

pepper, and a few herbs are the only ingredients needed to 
bring out the flavors in springtime vegetables. Or, simply 
top a slice of baguette with fruit, local honey, and a cheese 
of your choice.

Another exciting thing about spring is the planting of 
gardens. Soon fresh summer produce will be popping out 
of the ground and trees will be budding with bright green 
leaves. It means a new beginning. A fresh start for all of us.

Local farmers markets will soon be filled with rows of 
colorful gems. This is the perfect time of year to change up 
our eating habits and include more natural foods in our 
diet. So many of the foods we put in our bodies are out 
of convenience. Prepackaged foods often have chemical 
additives, high fructose corn syrup, and hydrogenated oils 
to help boost shelf life.

Rather than grabbing breakfast at the gas station from a 
package with a hundred ingredients listed, I challenge you 
to stick to foods with only recognizable ingredients. There 
are plenty of seasonal foods to help make this a relatively 
painless change. I’m not telling you to give up you favorite 
foods. Just change one meal a day. Simple, right?

To celebrate the beautiful weather, I decided to fire up my 
grill. Back home, my dad is the master of grilled pizza. I 
have been extremely fortunate to savor some of the best 
meals of my life with my parents on our back deck. I 
wanted to bring that feeling to my dinner tonight. My 
family might be a couple hours away, but I can still treat 
myself to the effortless, clean flavors of spring.

Think Spring! Try anew vegetable and take advantage of 
the seasonal flavors. Spring Fever has officially taken over.
I’m ready for flip flops and days in the sun, but for now, I’m 
satisfied with 50 degree weather and the fresh new flavors of 
spring. Cheers!

Grilled Artichoke and Fontina Pizzas

Marinated Artichokes:
16 ounces frozen artichoke hearts, thawed and drained 

(Marinated artichokes from the deli section would also 
work)

1 cup plus 1 tablespoon olive oil
2 teaspoons fresh lemon juice 
2 garlic cloves, smashed 
2 thyme sprigs 
2 rosemary sprigs 
1 bay leaf
1 small dried red pepper 
Salt
Cornmeal, for dusting
2 8-ounce balls of store-bought pizza dough 
2 1/2 cups coarsely grated imported Fontina cheese 
Freshly ground pepper

In a medium bowl, combine the artichoke hearts with 1 
cup of the olive oil, the lemon juice, garlic, thyme, rosemary, 
bay leaf and chile pepper. Season with salt. Cover and 
refrigerate the artichokes overnight or for up to three days.

Preheat the grill. Dust work surface with cornmeal 
and roll out dough. Drizzle with olive oil and grill for 
about 5 minutes, flipping once, until grill marks are 
present.

Chop the artichokes into bite-size pieces; drain them 
on paper towels. Sprinkle the Fontina over the pizzas; 
distribute the artichokes over the cheese. Season with 
salt and pepper; return the pizzas to the grill. Grill for 
about 10 minutes, until the edges are browned. Serve hot.

*»
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USDA offers career options for NMC students
IVALARIE HANDY

Area Specialist Rural Development U.S. Department of Agriculture

TAMMY TROWBRIDGE is a student at NMC and Davenport University. She is working toward her bachelor's degree 
in Business Administration while working full time at USDA Rural Development. Her position at Rural Develop-ment is 
providing her on the job training to become an Area Loan Specialist after she completes her education. The Traverse 
City Area Office typically has one student on staff at a time. For more information about any of Rural Development's 
programs call (800) 944-8119 or see www.rurdev.usda.gov/mi.

Take a look around you, 
notice who sits next to you 
in class. Who is that person?
Everyone has a different story 
and the individual stories found 
throughout the NMC campus 
are not likely to be duplicated 
anywhere else.

• Tammy Trowbridge is one 
such student, but she is a little 
more excited than the rest.
Trowbridge is one of hundreds 
of students who are scheduled 
to complete their classes at 
NMC this year. The difference 
is that she will not have to 
search for a full time position 
after graduation, she already 
has one. Trowbridge works for 
USDA Rural Development 
as a Student Trainee. For now 
she spends most of her day 
answering phones, processing 
loan and grant prequalifications 
and helping as many people 
inside and outside of the 
agency as she can. Once she 
completes her classes she will be 
able to become a loan specialist.

“I have enjoyed learning 
about all the different programs 
Rural Development has to 
offer,” said Trowbridge. “I’ve 
been working here since the 
June of 2008 and it has just 
been one project after another 
after another.”

Rural Development 
administers over 40 different 
federal loan and grant programs 
throughout the United States.
Trowbridge works primarily 
with the Single Family Ffousing
Direct Loan and 504 Home Repair Programs, but has been cross-trained in all of the 
other program areas along the way.

“There is so much to learn,” said Trowbridge. “It has almost been like having a 
double major.” Trowbridge, who is majoring in business administration, has received 
a second education in community development. Rural Development offers funding 
in four main categories: Business & Industry, Community Programs, Multi-family 
Housing and Single Family Housing. These four categories combined to provide over 2.2 
million dollars to Michigan’s economy last year and the Traverse City Area Office where 
Trowbridge works was a big contributor to that record breaking amount.

“I’m very proud of all of my employees,” said Traverse City Area Director Shelly 
Fuller. “Everyone worked very hard to get the loans and grants allocated while the funds 
were available. Most of them stayed late in the evening and came in on the weekend to 
process applications.”

A large portion (1.01 million) of the increase was due to the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (AKA the 2009 Stimulus Plan).

“We basically doubled our state allocation and helped more communities and 
individuals accomplish their goals than ever before,” said Fuller.

One community that was benefited from the added funding was the Village of 
Kingsley. The village will begin construction to update their wastewater collection system 
in the spring. Rural Development loan and grant funds will be used to replace outdated, 
deteriorating pipes throughout the central portion of the village.

“Projects like the one in Kingsley will help save the taxpayers’ money,” said Fuller.

“Once the project is complete the system will be more self contained and allow the 
natural groundwater to stay in the ground rather than running into the sewer lines to be 
treated. It saves money to not have to treat water that is already clean.”

The Village of Kingsley was also able to refinance an existing Rural Development 
loan and reduce the interest rate to 2.25% and save upwards of 500 thousand dollars over 
the life of the loan. “2010 was a great year for RD,” said Fuller.

USDA Rural Development was also able to help 6,856 people buy homes in 
Michigan through their Single Family Housing Direct and Guaranteed loan programs. 
“Each of those home purchases put money into the hands of real estate agents and 
lenders across the state.” said Area Specialist Michelle Collins. “We calculated that 
somewhere around 40.5 million dollars went directly to the real estate agents and almost 
6.69 million dollars went to the local lenders through origination fees. Since these two 
programs are designed to help people who wouldn’t be able to get a conventional loan on 
their own those are dollars that would simply be out of play in Michigan without these 
programs.”

The Traverse City Area Office ranked second in the nation for the number of SFH 
Guaranteed loans made and ranked first in the State for the number of loans made and 
dollars allocated for the SFH Direct program.
“It has been an amazing opportunity working here,” said Trowbridge. “I’m really excited 
to finish my degree and know that I’m set up to continue helping so many people 
accomplish their dreams. Rural Development makes a huge difference in peoples’ lives 
and I get to see that every day.”

%
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Paul: An extra terrestrial who 
is down to Earth

■ TYLER MARTIN
A&E Staff Writer

When nerds Graeme (Simon Pegg “Star Trek”) and Clive (Nick Frost “Pirate 
Radio”) travel to Comic-Con and then decide to take a road trip across America and 
stop at famous UFO sites such as Roswell, AREA 51, etc, they stumble onto something 
they never imagined.

While on the road trip, they witness a car crash. They find an alien named Paul in 
the midst of this car wreckage and Paul ask them to help him get to where he needs to 
go in-order to get home. He has an agent, Agent Zoil, a man that will stop at nothing 
to capture Paul, or if necessary kill, him just to make sure that they can harvest Paul for

what he has to offer to the 
world. And thus, hilarity 
ensues.

This film is flat out 
funny. Pegg and Frost are 
two very funny comedians.
I am always satisfied with 
the work they put into 
their roles. Seth Rogen 
as Paul reminded me that 
Seth Rogen is funny! 1 was 
starting to wonder if all the 
funniness disappeared as 
soon as he lost the weight, 
but he easily reminded me 
that he is still that funny 
man that I always look 
forward to seeing when his 
new films come out.

The one thing though 
that really surprised me 
was Jason Bateman. I loved 
every minute he was on
screen because he always 
had something funny to 
dish out to the audience. 
The story is pretty basic and 
so is the directing.

The CG work on Paul 
is great and feels organic.

My only disappointment I have with the film is Kristen Wiig’s character. This 
is a shame because she usually is very funny in films. But in “Paul,” it feels like she 
has nothing to offer to the film except to swear constantly. You could remove Wiig’s 
character almost completely and it would end up being a much tighter comedy. But hey,
I guess you need to have a love interest somewhere in comedies so that way the other 
demographic can relate to something.

Even with that main problem, I can still say that this film is worth seeing at the 
theater for a matinee price.

Limitless entertainment

■ TYLER MARTIN
A&E Staff Writer

“Limitless” is about Eddie Marua (Bradley Cooper “The Hangover”), a man 
down on his luck. He has been struggling to write his book, his place is a dump and 
now his girlfriend has just dumped him because she is tired of being his bank. He’s 
pretty much on the path of self-destruction with his current state until he runs into 
his former brother-in-law, who used to be a drug dealer. He gives Eddie this pill that 
allows Eddie to access the full 100% of his brain. After he uses it, he goes on a montage 
of pure motivation by writing 40 great pages for his book, he cleans up his dump of an 
apartment and sorts out his priorities in one day. After one day with it, he goes back to ■ 
get more, but he finds his brother-in-
law dead and a bag of the pills inside 
the oven. After that, he starts using 
the pills everyday.to the point where 
he is practically a god amongst men 
since he is able to go from $2,000 to 
2.3 million dollars in ten days, learn 
multiple languages, and he finishes 
his book as well. By gaining all this 
notoriety, he grabs the attention 
of the wrong people and thus the 
thriller begins.

The film is just flat out fantastic!
Probably the best film I have seen so 
far this year. Cooper has proven to 
me that he is not a one-note actor.
He proves that he can create drama 
and likeable characters. In his past 
couple of films (with the exception 
of “Case 39”) he has been playing 
nothing but unlikable characters 
and it is great to see him as a leading 
man since he has the presence and 
the command of a main lead. Robert 
DeNiro delivers a good performance 
even though his role is small.

Lindy (Abbie Cornish, “Candy”) Eddie’s love interest is likable. She does a great 
job with her performance as a girl that does not take Eddie’s crap and is willing to leave 
him even after she finds out about the pills and realizes what it does. She doesn’t like 
what it turned him into because she knows that it is not him.

The cinematography is great, the opening credit scene is mesmerizing to the point 
that you don’t want to blink. The antagonist in the film is actually threatening and 
not just sneering throughout the film. The storyline was an actual surprise since I was 
judging it by the trailer. This weekend was a prime example that you can never judge a 
movie by its trailer. The only thing that bothered me was the ending because it felt like 
the film ended abruptly and I just wish they could have ended it on a better note.

All in all, this film is a fantastic film! It is definitely worth seeing.

•>'

*

%



March 24, 2011
WHITE PINE PRESS www.whitepinepress.org ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 1 3

No disappointments 
with "Lincoln Lawyer"

I TYLER MARTIN
A&E Staff Writer

I will hold it against you
■ TRAVIS TROXELL

A&E Staff Writer

Matthew McConaughey returns to the big screen in 
order to re-invent his awful career, that consists of noth
ing but mediocre romantic comedies. However, this film 
is great. The film is based on the bestselling novel written 
by Mike Connelly, and it’s about Mickey Haller (Matthew 
Mconaghey) who signs on to defend California Playboy 

Louis Roulet (Ryan 
Phillipe) who is 
charged with assault. 
Mickey looks at this 
as a way to make a 
big paycheck and 
agrees to take on the 
case since it seems 
easy. It’s not until he 
and his friend Frank 
Levin (William 
H. Macy) dig into 
Louis’ violent past 
and that they 
quickly discover not 
everything is as it 
seems. Soon enough, 
it ends up being a 
case on morality

and how Mickey is going to deal with such evil and how 
he is going to defeat it since Louis is starting to threaten 
Mickey and his family if he doesn’t help Louis get out of 
this conviction.

The film was an absolute thrill from beginning to 
end. It has to be one of the best surprising thrillers I have 
seen in a while. McConaughey surprised me. I was not 
aware of how well of a performance he would bring to 
this film. I think that he has found a new niche. This 
has been his best role since “Dazed and Confused” and I 
hope that he keeps going for more drama roles and stay 
away from the comedies for a long time because we’ve seen 
more than enough of that.

The story is laid out pretty well. Sure, there are some 
plot holes here and there but they are so minor to the 
point that it is forgivable.

The supporting cast had great performances and 
makes me wonder why these guys aren’t doing more films. 
The cinematography is done pretty well to the point that 
it keeps your attention at all times.

I wish we had some more screentime with some of 
these likable characters — the fact that they barely use 
Marissa Tomei and the daughter in this film is disap
pointing. I know that the main focus is Matthew and the 
obstacles he has to faced just wish that they gave us more 
screentime and showed more of a family dynamic than 
treat it as an afterthought.

Overall it is all around a really good movie 'to the 
point that I am willing to say this is worth seeing for a full 
price ticket in theaters. Go check it out, you will not be 
disappointed.

Britney Spears is back with her seventh studio 
album, and “Femme Fatale” has the worst album cover 
and title of her career by far. This is Britney’s attempt 
at reinventing herself like any other pop star who feels 
threatened by Lady Gaga, Ke$ha, and Katy Perry. Spears 
attempt falls short.

The pulsing “Hold It 
Against Me” was a brilliant 
choice for a lead single from 
the record, and despite the 
laughably stupid and sexual 
lyrics, it sadly set expectations 
that the rest of the album 
struggled to live up to. The 
pseudo-dubstep break down 
was a very smart decision 
from producers Dr. Luke and 
Max Martin to appeal to a 
younger audience, however 
they should have included 
more bass. And they should 
have completely scrapped 
90 percent of the music 
video—too much product 
placement dragged it down.

Eventually I began to over-look how emotionally 
numb Britney’s vocals were in “Till The World Ends” 
and appreciate this'song for what it is—a mindless pop 
track with one of the catchiest hooks I have heard in 
ages. It pains me to say when I found Ke$ha co-wrote 
this song, I felt I should be opposed to anything her 
trashy drunk ass does.

Unsurprisingly, Miss Spears has a plethora of sex- 
themed songs. “Inside Out” sounds like a break up sex 
track that should have been done by a darker electro-pop 
artist like Natalia Kills. Britney’s amplified, processed 
vocals are atrocious in select parts when she sounds like 
a GPS system—not that I had expected anything more 
from her softly spoken words into a microphone, but 
this is on par with T-Pain and Ke$ha styled audio effects 
and not in a good way.

All I can say about “I Wanna Go” is that is sounds 
like a cheap, club rip-off of “Streamline” by Newton.

“How I Roll” is so awful I have not even been 
able to listen to its humming vibrations more than 45 
seconds at a time. Horrible lyrics like“I got nine lives 
like a kitty cat” made me quit listening.

Britney has never sounded so Heidi Montag-esque 
as she does in “(Drop Dead) Beautiful.” The music 
sounds like a left over from her last album, “Circus.”
It’s nothing special, but the bass line is deep enough 
to ignore the vocals, and the chorus is a saving grace, 
but once that is over, it’s back to some awful electronic 
voices. Sabi, a female rapper, is featured for a maximum 
of 30 seconds, but somehow she managed to steal 
the song even with her mediocre verse, the music just 
sounded much more fitting to her voice.

“Seal It With A Kiss” sounds like “If You Seek

Amy” part two mixed with a bit of “Gimme More” while 
managing to have a barely audible dubstep portion that just 
sounds out of place. I barely made it through this track.

Perhaps it is my distaste for the ego-tastical douche 
will.i.am, but “Big Fat Bass” is an awful song for all 
the hype he put into it. It turned out like a generic

euro-dance one hit wonder. 
“I’ll Do You Like A Truck” 
was much more catchy and 
well produced than this song. 
Also, for a track with such a 
title, the bass was remarkably 
lacking, which, would have 
been the only way to salvage 
the song. There really isn’t 
even a distinction between the 
short verses and the repetitive 
“You can be my bass” chorus. 
One surprising ten seconds 
caught my attention quickly in 
“Trouble For Me.” I was very 
excited when I heard some 
Hadouken!/The Prodig)' styled 
bass and wobbling, which 
repeats itself rarely between

non-descriptive lyrics about a man she clearly wants to 
bang. “Trouble For Me” would be yet another record I 
would easily skip.

“Trip To Your Heart” is probably my favorite 
song off “Femme Fatale.” The lyrics are sappy and not 
memorable, but the music is fantastic! I don’t know 
what connection it is, but each time I listen to this, I 
am reminded of “Pure Imagination.'” The melody is just 
so happy and unbelievably catchy that I cannot stop 
listening to it, as embarrassing as that is to admit. The 
producers crafted one amazing dance-pop record that I 
think should be the next single.

The last two songs on “Femme Fatale” seem to 
have been thrown on there for the sake of two more 
tracks... they are a waste. “Gasoline” sounds like a 
mash up of rock, hiphop, and pop music for the Bratz 
movie soundtrack. “Criminal” is the slowest song on 
the album, once again a track about being with a man 
she shouldn’t—story of her life. I think my ears were 
bleeding after the first chorus.

After the under-produced “Circus” was released, I 
thought her career was heading down hill, but “Femme 
Fatale”, despite only half the songs being good, seems to 
be the comeback that “Circus” should have been. I still 
stand by the statement that “Blackout” was the greatest 
album of her career, too bad she was too mental to 
promote it. The only complaint I have about Britney as 
an “artist” is that she still pretends that she actually does 
anything other than talking to her mic and strutting 
haggardly across stage—she would be nothing without 
top producers.
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The Art of Deceit
Fall 2010 Pahl Literary Prize—Short Fiction honorable mention

■ KRISTI LEITOW
Special to the Press

The Pahl Literary Prize was founded in 2007 by NMC 
alumnus and regional historian Kathleen Firestone. Students 
submit either a work of short fiction or essay. The winner 
receives $100. The prize is awarded each semester. The White 
Pine Press will be featuring the winner and the honorable 
mentions for the short fiction category that was held last semester 
(Fall 2010). This semester, the category is essay. For more 
information about the Pahl Literary Prize, and submission 
guidelines, call231-995-1175.

My heart pounded in my chest as I drew in one shaky 
breath, closing my eyes. I knew he was coming for me 
long before I heard the poundings of a madman on the 
door of my workshop. I also knew he would be foolish 
enough to come alone in the dead of night. I opened my 
eyes, letting my breath out slowly. I was ready for him.

I blew out the three of the four candles burning in 
the room, the only one that remained lit, was the one I 
carried in my hand. In three quick strides my hand was 
sliding the thick, metal bolt to unlock the door, “Luciano, 
my friend, what is the meaning of this clamorous late 
night visit?” I whispered into the darkness. “Friend!” he 
spat, advancing toward me, “I am no friend of yours, 
Leonardo di ser Piero da Vinci! You know why I am here 
you, dirty thief!” He shouted the last two words, shaking 
his fist at me. The shadows cast by the candle nearly 
gave the towering man’s sun ripened face the appearance 
of having two gaping black sockets instead of eyes. The 
flickering flames reflected in his pupils made him look no 
less intimidating.

“Hush now, no need for slander. Come,” I said 
calmly, gesturing toward my open door, “let us discuss this 
inside, quietly perhaps?”

“The last thing I want to do is talk. Give me what 
is mine and I will leave you in peace. However,“ he took 
another step closer to me, a menacing look spreading 
across his face, his muscles flexing in anticipation,
“Should you refuse me, I will retrieve it by force.”

My face grew hot with anger at his threat. Now his 
fate was sealed. I stepped back and gestured once more to 
the open door. “This is not a matter to be dealt with in 
public.” I said through ground teeth. Luciano gave a firm 
nod and walked reluctantly through the door, his face 
trained on mine the entire time. I took one last furtive 
glance around outside before closing the door.

I set the candle on a short table placed between two 
wooden chairs. I turned to face the man who had begun 
pacing about. “Now I am sure we can resolve this as 
gentlemen,” I said with a slight twitch. “Please sit down.
I’ll fetch the wine.” I went to the cupboard and pulled out 
a small wooden box with a sliding lid. My hands trembled 
ever so slightly as I slid back the lid and plucked the dark 
bottle from its bed of straw, pouring two glasses, though 
only one was truly needed.

“Let me remind you,” he growled in disgust as I 
turned to face him, “I am not here for conversation, or 
drink, I am here to collect my painting. That is all.” He 
sat down crossing his arms.

“Please sir, if you’ll just have a drink with me, we’ll 
both be in a better state to discuss this. I want you to 
get your painting back as much as you do.” I sat down, 
placing one glass in front of him, and keeping the 
other clenched a little too tightly in my hand. His brow 
wrinkled in confusion. “Oh yes it’s true,” I continued 
casually. “In fact I think I may be able to help you locate

your stolen painting.” The dark-haired man stared slightly 
bewildered at me, his wide eyes seeming almost childlike.

“I don’t understand. My brother saw you take my 
painting.” He said shaking his head and taking the wine 
glass in his other hand.

“No, you are mistaken my friend. I know of the 
effort, the sweat and the soul, that go into a masterpiece.
I could never take away such a thing from a fellow artist. 
Luciano, have you ever considered that maybe your 
brother...” I looked away from him.

“Yes?”
“I don’t mean to be crude in my suggestion, but have 

you stopped to consider that maybe your brother is in fact 
the thief.” I said gently. The man gasped.

“You dare insult my family? Demetri would never do 
such a thing,” he said, shaking his head in outrage.

“How can you be so sure?” I.said leaning in toward 
him, my eyes narrowing. “Are you always present while 
your brother is out pedaling your paintings, or what ever 
it is that he does?”

“Of course not, I have to work sometime but—“
“My point exactly, good Luciano,” I said leaning 

back in my seat satisfied. “Think about it. You’re a young, 
extraordinary, emerging talent. You could paint for the 
king one day. What about your brother? No talent, and 
no profession. The best he can do for himself is to market 
your brilliance. Jealousy my friend, his deadly sin.”

To my frustration, he set his wine glass back on the 
table, forehead in his hands, rubbing his temples. “There 
is a small chance my brother could have done this,” He 
said with a sigh. “He would have had the opportunity, 
but it is just not like him, I’ve never in my life known him 
to be a jealous man. I do not understand what he would 
have to gain from such a thing. I always split the money

I earn from my paintings with him equally. He is a good 
man, you know.” He said firmly, with sadness in his eyes. 
“I will speak with my brother. I apologize for bothering 
you so late this evening.” He got up to leave. My stomach 
lurched. I would never get another chance like this one.

“Please, this must be difficult for you to consider.
Stay a while and have a drink with me,” I said trying to 
keep the rising desperation out of my voice. He nodded 
and sat back down. I picked up his wine glass and offered 
it to him again. He took the glass in his hand, clenching 
his jaw before he tipped his head back, drinking deeply.

Before he could take the last gulp of wine, his eyes 
bulged. He sputtered and gasped dropping his glass which 
shattered as it hit the floor, the shards making a musical 
tinkling sound as they scattered about. He dropped to 
his knees clutching his throat, then fell forward on to his 
face, a horrible guttural noise escaping his esophagus, his 
body convulsing violently.

I sat patiently waiting for it to be over.
His body turned over, his face pointed toward the ceiling, 

his eyes staring horrified, confused, and accusingly into mine.
“Gullible sap. You should have trusted your brother.” 

I told him coldly. Taking the candle from the table, I 
walked to the corner of the room where my beauty sat, 
crudely covered by a dusty piece of linen. I pulled the 
sheet off to take in her glory.

“My Mona Lisa,” I whispered, caressing the edges 
of her expertly stoked face, my heart almost bursting in 
adoration.

I turned back to Luciano’s stiff body lying on the 
floor. “It was my destiny to be the greatest artist, not 
yours.” I looked once more at the beautifully painted 
woman, and smiled, “Don’t worry, I’ll take care of her.”
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Mitch Albom to speak at Opera House
On April 6, Mitch Albom, award winning author, screenwriter, journalist and 
columnist for the Detroit Free Press will be speaking at the City Opera House as 
part of the National Writers Series. Albom, who is the author of four New York 
Times #1 bestsellers and a regular panel member on ESPN’s The Sports Reporters, 
will talk about his life, as well as his work, with a Q&A session to follow the 
discussion. All attendees will receive a copy of Albom’s latest work, “Have a Little 
Faith.” Tickets range from $35-75 and are available to Friends of the NWS March 
3, and to the general public March 10, and can be purchased at either the City 
opera house or by visiting cityoperahouse.org.

Beach Bums continue their busy offseason
On March 16, the Bums announced they had finalized a trade which will send 
LHP Jonny Bravo to the Chico Outlaws in exchange for infielder Will Wright.
In 2010, Bravo had 22 appearances for the Bums compiling a W-L record of 5-2 
which included 14 starts. After making a number of other offseason moves to 
help bolster the pitching staff, Bravo became expendable.

Wright, who will make his Frontier League debut with the Bums, 
appeared on the team’s radar this past offseason when he worked with Bums 
assistant coach Shannon Hunt in the Arizona Winter League. Wright will 
compete for a spot in the starting lineup, but at what position remains unclear.

A collegiate standout out at The University of Mary 
Washington, Wright was Capital Athletic 

Conference Player of the Year finishing the 
season with a robust .471 average at the 

plate.
In a separate transaction, the Bums 

also announced the signing of LHP 
Justin Anderson. Anderson spent last 
season in the Baltimore Orioles farm 

system where he compiled a record
of 2-1 with a 2.50 ERA in 14 
appearances. The southpaw was

drafted in the 24th round of the 
2009 MLB Amateur Draft out of the 
University of Louisiana Monroe.

Cherry-Roubaix awarded Michigan Road Race Championship
This summer the fourth annual Cherry-Roubaix, Traverse City’s premiere cycling event, has 
been awarded the State Road Race Championship by the Michigan Bike Race Association and 
USA Cycling, Inc. The Cherry-Roubaix is a three day cycling event slated to begin Friday, 
August 12 with a series of sprint races through downtown Traverse City. Saturday, August 
13, will feature a morning Charity Ride on the Old Mission peninsula with proceeds going 
to Munson Healthcare Women’s Center. In the afternoon, the Old Town Criterian will be an 
exciting race around a one mile track through the heart ofTraverse City. Finally on Sunday, 
August 14, the Michigan Road Race Championship will be held at Sugar Loaf Resort. There 
will be several classes in which riders can compete with professionals tackling an 82 mile 
track.

“The Road Race Championship is really the pinnacle race for Michigan road cyclists,” 
said Cherry-Roubaix Marketing Director Tim Barrons. “There were a number of other venues 
from all over the state vying for the race.”

Both professionals and amateurs are welcome to participate in what should be an exciting 
event. Sunday’s Road Race will both start and finish atop Sugar Loaf resort, which played host to 
the very same event multiple times in the 1980s.

The event is being made possible by title sponsor Garan Lucow Miller, EC. For more 
information or to learn how to register for any of the events visit www.cherry-roubatx.com.

TRANSFERRING CAN BE EASY.
Take the next steps toward earning a bachelor’s degree.

• Transfer scholarships up to $4,000 annually.

• Transfer plans allow for easy transitions.

• Small class sizes averaging 15 students.

• Campus in Traverse City and online.

To create a personal transfer plan with an admissions 
representative, please call 1-800-686-1600. Sign up for a 
personal transfer web page at www.davenport.edu/vip 
Or visit www.davenport.edu/transfer for more information.

BUSINESS | TECHNOLOGY I HEALTH DAVEN PORT
www.davenport.edu 1-800-686-1600 UNI VERS TTY

TRAVERSE CITY 2200 Dendrinos Drive, Suite 104

to do? what should i tell

For free, confidential 
answers to your questions 
about being pregnant, call 
Child and Family Services at 
800.538.9984

/vhat am I going

him? how do I get medical care? can I

stay in school? should i keep my baby? 
what about adoption?

of Northwestern Michigan

Strengthening the Fabric of the Family Since 1937
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What can you do to help?
IBRIANNA BODARY

New Wire Editor

As conditions in Japan are deteriorating, United Way Worldwide is determined to 
support the United Way affiliate Community Chest of Japan. The Community Chest 
of Japan has established a fund, however, the chaos and difficulty throughout Japan is 
making it challenging for Community Chest of Japan to set up a website where people 
can give direct donations. United Way Worldwide is now accepting contributions on 
their website, and the funds will be directed to the Community Chest of Japan through 
United Way’s International Donor Advised Giving (IDAG) program. The link to donate 
is http://liveunited.org/japan.

“If people want to give through us they can,” said Steve Wade, Executive Director of 
Northwest Michigan United Way. Checks should be made payable to United Way and 
sent to 521 S Union St Traverse City 49684. Donors should note the gift is intended for 
Japan. United Way has a presence all over the world and they will direct specified gifts 
to the Central Community Chest of Japan fund. The Community Chest of Korea has 
already committed $500,000, and at this time, United Way of Taiwan has pledges of 
$300,000. If people want to give to a local United Way they can, 100% of the donations 
they give will go to Japan.

For more information: http://liveunited.org/blog/entry/you-can-make-a-difference.- 
support-the-people-of-japanandhttp://unitedway.org/worldwide/.

This is not the only Traverse City humanitarian organization that is getting involved 
in helping the Japanese relief efforts.

The local Traverse City American Red Cross recommends for people who want to 
be involved with relief efforts for Japan, that they make monetary donations. This can be 
done by calling 1-800-Red-Cross, texting 90999 and putting “Red Cross” in the body of 
the text, or by visiting them online at redcross.org.

The American Red Cross does have a small team of trained individuals who can be 
deployed internationally as needed. However, the local volunteers for Traverse City, stay 
within the United States, and work on domestic disasters, such as Hurricane Katrina in 
New Orleans. Volunteering locally is also a good way to- get involved.

The Salvation Army is accepting monetary donations as well. Donations can be 
dropped off at The Salvation Army located at 1239 Barlow Street. Or they can be mailed 
to Salvation Army World Service Office, International Relief Fund, P.O. Box 630728

Baltimore, MD 21263-07800, with Japan Relief Efforts specified. Donations can also be 
made at usc.salvationarmy.org, under Japanese Relief Efforts. As they also already have an 
international group geared up to go, they do not need any local volunteers.

These organizations have been thoroughly helpful in these efforts and will continue 
to encourage others, including students, to help in any way that they can.

GOVERNMET WORKERS UNCOVER THE BODIES of two
people who died, and whose bodies were recovered, in the Natori 
neighborhood of Sendai, Japan, on Sunday, March 13, 2011, that was 
hit hard by the tsunami in the aftermath of an 8.9 earthquake.

DON'T JUST TRANSFER 
TRANSFORM.
Our reputation for transforming students for real life and real careers is what sets us apart from other 
universities, and why Ferris State University ranks number one in transfers in the state of Michigan.

With 1 7 locations across the state, easy access to online classes and degrees that align with in 
careers in Michigan's demanding new economy, Ferris State University is ideal for transfer and 
non-traditional students to finish or further their education.

After looking at the opportunities available at NMC's University Center, Joe transferred to Ferris to 
study business. To him, Ferris made the most sense financially and logistically. He? needed a credible 
local program that was affordable so he could fit college into his busy life. Joe values the relationships 
he built with classmates and the quality of Instruction he received. He plans to apply his
new skills to the golf course industry - something he is passionate about.

Begin your transformation at Ferris State University at. Northwestern Michigan College 
Apply for summer or fall semester by visiting www.ferris.edu/statewide.

Ferris State 
University
TRAVERSE CITY

2200 Deuddnas Or., Suite 100 
Traverse City- Ml 49684 
Phone: (231) 995-1734 or. 
(866) 857 1954 
Ferr»sNorth$Merr»$.edu
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