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We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may

Let it snow

Press Photo/NORA STONE

HOLIDAY CHEER The end of the semester, the relief of break, and the joy of the holidays are fast approaching. The White Pine Press wishes you a 
Merry Christmas - as does, we're sure, the NMC Apartments resident who decorated this tree outside their building before the first big storm.
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on campus

Day of Giving
Shop the Wineries of Old Mission Peninsula on the Day of Giving to help support 
local nonprofit organizations. Each winery will be donating 15 percent of their 
gross sales to a select nonprofit. Join in celebrating the season of giving on Saturday, 
December 12 during tasting room hours or by purchasing online at winery web sites. 
Participating wineries and their chosen nonprofits:
2 Lads Winery - Food Rescue of NW Michigan
Black Star Farms - Traverse Health Clinic
Bowers Harbor Vineyard — Cherryland Humane Society
Brys Estate Vineyard & Winery — Father Fred Foundation
Chateau Chantal - Goodwill Inn
Chateau Grand Traverse - Women’s Resource Center
Peninsula Cellars - American Red Cross NW Michigan Chapter

Spring semester tuition due
The deadline to pay for Spring semester classes is Tuesday, January 5.

Password change upgrade
Students who have forgotten their NMC password now have a new way to reset it. NMC 
Password Self Service, which can be accessed by clicking on the “login” link in the upper 
right corner of NMC s homepage, allows students to reset their own password by setting 
and answering three security questions. In the past, students who had forgotten their 
password had to call the NMC Help Line (995-3020) and have it reset by a staff member. 
The Help Line will still be available for this service, but students are urged to use Password.

Cable Complaints
Viewers of Upnorth Access (UA) television have begun issuing complaints about 
Charter Cables decision to move the channels from bandwidth rich channels to 
channels plagued by FM Radio interference. While before, channel quality was good, 
Executive Director of learning resources and technology Craig Mulder says moving 
them has actually caused some audio and visual problems to occur.
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BALLOONS!!!

Press Photo/JACOB BAILEY

BALLOON ROOM BLOWOUT! Engineering Club President Paul Haga- 
done, with some of the balloons he plans to fill with prizes on Decem
ber 14 in West Hall. Every balloon will contain a prize, ranging from gift 
cards to local restaurants and stores, all the way to a Nintendo Wii. The 
event is a fundraiser for the Engineering Club.

TIME TO GET OUT THE WINTER GEAR and warm some cider in a pot, 
time to hibernate, waiting for things to get hot.
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Operation Demolition
Something will be missing when students return from winter break

I KELLY DOBEK
Press Staff Writer

On December 7, 2009 Mike Haugens 
team from Asbestos Demolition Service in 
Benzonia will begin punching holes into 
the walls of the West Hall wings.

Director of Campus Services Ed Bailey 
states, “The preliminary work will begin 
on Monday, December 7■ We have tried to 
schedule this work for a time when it will 
cause the least disruption.”

There will be minor inconveniences for 
students due to the activity that surrounds 
the last two weeks of the semester.

However, bricks will not fly at students. 
The next two weeks are simply the asbestos 
abatement team.

West Hall, the first of the two dorm 
facilities, was completed in 1963 in the 
current form that we see today. This was 
twenty seven years before the ban on 
the use of asbestos. Up until that point, 
asbestos was not known to be a threat.
To take care of the contaminated wings,

■ abatement is required.
NMC Director of Public Relations Paul 

Heaton agrees that the wings of West are 
best torn down.

“The asbestos abatement is standard 
when doing work on a building of this 
age,” says Heaton. “That is to make 
sure that atty asbestos that was used in 
the buildings construction is properly 
contained and disposed of.”

“No one will be allowed access to these

wings during the abatement. No one will 
be affected,” says Haugen who will start 
with his abatement team on Monday, 
December 7.

The building’s wings have been closed 
off for the past two years. However, 
students who lived in
the building prior to 
two years shouldn’t be 
worried.

According 
to Bailey, “The 
asbestos is totally 
encapsulated. It is in 
the adhesive in the 
floor tiles. The only 
way students would
have been exposed is if they were to eat the 
carpet.”

There will also be a third party involved 
during this process. This party will be 
monitoring Haugen’s abatement team to 
make sure they are doing everything by the 
book. Haugen was unable to give the name 
of the third party.

“I am completely confident that we 
will get the job done right,” Haugen said. 
“Having the third party around proves that 
we do the job by the book.”

The abatement is causing the move of 
the Student Life office to a new location 
across the hall. Director of Student Life 
Lisa Blackford is not bothered by the move 
at all.

"The only way students would 
have been exposed is if they 

were to eat the carpet."

Ed Bailey

“The office is much more visible for 
students,” says Blackford. “The furniture 
and carpeting is much nicer. It will be a 
better place for students to see us.”

After the abatement the wings of 
West Hall wings through the week of

December 7 for 
the south wing 
and the week of 
December 21 
for the north 
wings, the 
building will be 
ready to be torn 
down.

“Demolition 
for the south

wing will begin the week of December 
28,” says Bailey. “The week of January 
4 will be the demolition for the north 
wing.”

The entrance of West Hall and 
Conifer parking lot will also be closed 
during this time for safety of pedestrians.

However, the reason for tearing 
down West Hall was not clear. After the 
abatement couldn’t the building still be 
used for something else?

“In December 2008, the decision 
was made to take West Hall offline,” says 
Bailey. “Since the demand for on-campus 
housing has decreased, East Hall will 
remain for those students who choose to 
live on-campus.”

—
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“This is the most cost-effective option,” 
said Heaton. “Remodeling or somehow 
converting the space for other uses also 
would have been cost-prohibitive.”

Cathy Jones, Vice President of Finance 
and Administration said, “We took a 
look at proposing the idea to make the 
wings into either classrooms or offices. 
Unfortunately it would cost $680,000 to 
fix up the wings. Instead it will only cost 
$325,000 to demolish them.”

However, $325,000 is still no small 
chunk of change.

According to Jones, “NMC has always 
paid into a plant reserve fund. Buildings 
ware away with time and a part of the 
appeal of NMC is that the buildings are 
neat and clean and functioning.”

A lot of different ideas have been for 
what will be put in place of the wings.

“At this point no decision has been 
made,” said Jones. “It will be part of the 
campus master plan. All of the properties 
will need to be looked at in determining 
what the best vision for each will be.”

Whatever is going to be put in place 
of the wings one thing is for sure,
NMC campus will look a bit different 
after break.

Press Photo/CALEB STRAIGHT
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NMC’s piracy problem: students 
flaunt computer use rules

WILL MCCONNELL
Press Staff Writer

Students may have their own scruples when dealing with 
illegal downloads, but NMC has policy firmly in place.

According to the colleges computer use policy, stu
dents are prohibited from participating in “unauthorized 
downloading, copying or use of licensed or copyrighted 
software.”

NMC policy also says students must sign an acceptable 
use policy before any computer use, and lab computers 
have installed programs that delete anything that’s been 
downloaded — essentially getting rid of any copyright in- 
fringed-files.

While illegal downloading may be a problem at other 
colleges and universities, NMC IT says it hasn’t experi
enced many problems in the past, and it’s not yet ap
proaching the level other schools must deal with.

“Illegal file downloads at NMC, to this date, have not 
been a large problem,” says director of systems and LAN 
management Dan Wasson. “Students are highly encour
aged to follow all copyright protections placed on all

SOUflD BMTES
"I'll open the door, he comes around, comes in, he'll have 
a snack and he hops in his box, and he'll go to bed for the 
night." JENIFER WRZESNIEWSKI, a woman who raises orphan squirrels, 
says one won't leave. Central Florida news 13.11/26/09

forms of media files.
Any illegal activity or downloading done in NMC’s 

Alice computer labs and library computer labs is traceable 
through your student I.D., according to Wasson.

But if you talk to students, it’s taking place at NMC 
- from the dorms in East Hall to the wireless Internet 
available all over campus. Student responses on the issue 
ranged from “I do it all the time,” to “If I like an artist a 
lot, I’ll go back and buy it,” but most admitted to some 
kind of media pirating activity.

“If I can get something for free, I am going to get it for 
free,” said NMC student Zach Walterhouse.

It’s not that students are unaware of the ramifica
tions of media piracy, it’s just that most students are too 
busy listening to songs they’ve just downloaded to be 
bothered. It’s a question every college student comes up 
against: to pay for your favorite TV shows, movies, and 
music - or to pirate them?

The legal implications of media piracy haven’t yet af
fected NMC in the form of Digital Millennium Copy
right Act complaints. The DMCA is a copyright law that 
criminalizes circumvention of copyrights. NMC only re
ceives one to three complaints per year, but the activity of 

bit torrenting and illegal downloading persists, 
with little or no reservations from students.

“I don’t really see it as stealing, because 
I’m not actually stealing it from a store,” 
said a student who did not wish to be 
named for fear of punishment. The accessi- • 
bility of media files and simplicity of down
loading clients makes the process that much 
easier for students; it takes little effort to

find what you’re looking for.
Programs that utilize bit torrent trackers, like uTorrent, 

or peer-to-peer (p2p) clients, like Limewire, are the main
stay in media piracy. With the right search terms, you can 
find anything from band discographies to expensive soft
ware worth hundreds of dollars.

Although there are programs that block online enti
ties from accessing your computer - potentially sending 
you a scary legal notification - these programs are only 
updated by user-generated lists, and are a substandard 
protection at best.

But with wi-fi and anonymity programs, the chances 
of getting caught are slim. Public networks you’ll find in 
downtown Traverse will prompt the user with an accept
able use policy before allowing internet access, but that 
alone does little to stop illegal activity.

There are some nominal concerns about illegal down
loading that make students take notice, like the prevalence 
of viruses from downloaded files, and bandwidth used 
slowing down networks.

“If I could download without getting viruses, I would,” 
said one NMC student living in East Hall. But these are 
concerns that only falter illegal activity - and by no means 
prevent it from happening.

With low chances of legal implications, torrents and 
p2p file sharing are the first choice for many students. Pro
grams like iTunes have shown that consumers are willing 
to pay for media, and websites like Hulu.com are great in
novations that TV networks can use to compromise. Offer 
free unlimited online access for some shows, and users are 
less likely to download them illegally.

"Wait? Wait for what?" WENDI DOLTON said after she gave birth to 
a 15- pound baby in Minnesota. CNN.com. 11/27/09

"I'm trying to figure out a new melody." STEVIE WONDER, 
after a fire alarm went off during his speech about being named UN 
International Messenger of Peace. CNN.com 12/3/09

"I do think blondes have more fun, but brunettes are 
sexier." KIM KARDASHIAN, on her blond hair for the summer. NBC Los 
Angeles 12/3/09

"I can tell you we did not party crash the White House."
TAREQ SALAHI, said in an interview, after he and his wife, Michaele Salahi, 
were accused of crashing a White House party. NBC Today. 12/1/09

"He'll probably be twitting the wedding night." ANDERSON 
COOPER, about the groom who updated his facebook statues while getting 
married. CNN.com. 12/3/09

"I would be happy with any of those ladies going home 
with my award." KATY PERRY, after the Grammy nominations for best 
female vocal. CNN.com 12/3/09

"We are delighted to have been able to exhibit this 
masterful portrait for the first time in nearly forty years 
leading up to the auction, and to have seen it realize 
such a strong price that reflects its importance and 
magnitude," said RICHARD KNIGHT, the co-head of old masters at 
Christie's. Rembrandt's Portrait of a man, half-length, with his arms akimbo 
sold to an anonymous bidder for $33.2 million. Reuters. 12/8/09

Press Photo/NORA STONE

STUDENTS ARE DOWNLOADING - usually illegally - using NMC wireless connec
tions from Scholars Hall to the dorms, despite the fact that Systems and LAN Manage
ment Dept. Director Dan Wasson says it isn't a widespread problem.

*
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Michigan to file federal suit
Fear of Asian carp prompts effort to close Chicago locks

Last, electric line of defense
With a new electrified barrier, biologists are making their last stand 
to keep destructive carp from invading North America’s Great Lakes.

I DAN EGAN

McLatchy-Tribune

Michigan Attorney General Mike Cox says he’s 
been stonewalled by officials with the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers in his efforts to learn from them 
precisely how they intend to protect the Great Lakes 
from the Asian carp.

Now he says he plans to take the Army Corps to 
court.

Cox announced Monday he will file a suit in 
federal court to force the Army Corps and Illinois 
officials to close the navigation locks that are now 
the only physical barrier between the giant jumping 
fish and the Great Lakes - the world s largest 
freshwater ecosystem.

“Asian carp must be stopped now because we 
will not have a second chance once they enter Lake 
Michigan,” Cox said in a statement.

Cox said he sent a letter to Army Corps officials 
last week asking for details on how they intended to 
beat back the fish that threaten the Great Lakes’ $7 
billion fishing industry, but as of Monday morning, 
had heard nothing back.

In late November, the Army Corps 
acknowledged that water samples taken in 
September and early October revealed the presence 
of Asian carp above the agency’s new electrical 
barrier on the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal.

No actual fish have been found above the 
barrier, which itself is about 20 miles downstream 
from Lake Michigan, but water samples show at 
least some fish have been swimming just below the 
O’Brien Lock and Dam, which is about six miles 
from the shores of Lake Michigan.

Illinois officials were busy last week trying to 
confirm the presence of the fish in the water below 
the lock with a netting operation.

Officials say the accuracy of the cutting-edge 
DNA testing was confirmed last week when fishery 
crews, found a bighead carp just below the electric 
barrier in the wake of a massive poisoning effort 
below the fish-zapping barrier to clear the canal 
of all fish so it could be briefly turned off for 
maintenance.

Prior to that bighead find, the only evidence of 
Asian carp just below the barrier was the DNA tests.

Cox said Monday the situation is dire enough

to force the Army Corps to do more than study the 
situation, which is what Army Corps officials said 
late last week they were doing.

“The Great Lakes are our greatest natural 
resource, and we have a duty handed down to us 
from past generations to preserve them for future 
generations,” Cox said. “They are also essential to our 
economy, our national image, and our way of life.
We will do whatever is necessary to protect them.”

Closing the locks on the three waterways that 
flow from Lake Michigan and feed the Chicago 
Sanitary and Ship Canal would have a dramatic 
impact on the barge operators and the industries 
they feed.

Lynn Muench, spokeswoman for the American 
Waterways Operators, said the equivalent of 
230,000 semitrailer trucks’ worth of cargo moves on 
barges annually through the O’Brien lock.

“If you’re looking at closing a structure long 
term, it would be irresponsible not to consider 
the possible impacts,” Col. Vincent Quarles, 
commander of the Army Corps’ Chicago District, 
said late Friday.

But Cox wants action now, and he wants Army 
Corps and Illinois officials to develop a long-term 
solution to the crisis. That could mean permanently 
severing the manmade link between Lake Michigan 
and the Mississippi River basin that the Chicago 
Sanitary and Ship Canal created when it opened 
over a century ago.

The canal, fed by diversion of Lake Michigan 
water, was built to carry Chicago’s sewage away 
from the lake and into the Mississippi River basin.

One option Cox’s office is considering is 
reopening a U.S. Supreme Court case governing 
that diversion.

The justices ruled in 1967 that the diversion 
could continue, but that any of the Great Lakes 
states that sued over the diversion could bring the 
case back before them if they felt they were being 
harmed by it.

“The Supreme Court case over the Chicago 
diversion is one avenue the attorney general’s team 
may take,” said Cox’s spokesman, Nick De Leeuw.

Invasive Aslan carp

• Brought from China in 1973 
to control algae in catfish 
ponds; later escaped

• Can take over lakes, rivers 
by devouring their plankton

Bighead carp 
leap from the water 
when alarmed and 
are highly sensitive 
to electric shock

Canai 
at Chicago 

is the last link
between the Ohio-

Mississippi River system 
and the Great Lakes

© 2009 MCT
Source: US, Army Corps 

of Engineers, Illinois Natural History Survey

Graphic. Max Rust and Phil Geib, Chicago Tribune

1 Electricity from 
public grid or 

generator is converted 
to direct current (DC) 
pulsing five times 
a second

Q Cables carry 
*» electric pulses 
to electrodes 
on bottom of canal

3 Electrodes create 
powerful field 

in canal's water

4 Carp encounter 
electric field, swim 

away and do not return

THE ELECTRIC BARRIERS are located at the Lockport 
locks, southwest of Chicago, on the Chicago Sanitary 
and Ship Canal, which flows through the city before join
ing Lake Michigan. The Asian carp has made its way up 
the canal from the Mississippi River, and the barriers are 
now the only means of preventing the invasive fish from 
reaching the Great Lakes. image courtesy/mct campus
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Empty seats make no policy
An unfortunate pattern this year has been the remarkable lack of 

student involvement, from small issues like attendance at student dances, 
to big issues like the low voting rate. With a student body as large and 
diverse as that of NMC, and with the important life- and education- 
affecting events going on around us, students need to step up and make 
sure their voices and opinions are being heard—and not only heard, but 
taken into account—when policy discussions are taking place.

The main avenue for student involvement in creating viable policy 
should be the Student Government Association seat on the NMC 
Policy Council. But you probably wouldn’t know such a seat exists,

because the SGA has failed to use it—in 
a systematic way, or in any way at all—in 
the last five years.

According to NMC’s code of 
governance, it is the Policy Councils 
responsibility to “receive and evaluate 
proposals for additions, deletions, or 
revisions to staff policy and procedure 
which affect two or more areas of the 
college.” Policy defines the day-to-day 
workings of the college—things like the 

due process rights of students, and how the ends policies of the Board 
are implemented to fit with the vision of NMC. Simply put, “the means 
which staff will use in accomplishing the ends of the college.”

The SGA seat on the Policy Council should be a vehicle through 
which the students can express their opinions on college policy. More 
than that, it should be the means through which NMC students can 
revise current policy and introduce changes that better reflect what 
students want their college to be.

But in order to achieve that, the SGA needs to use that seat. As a body 
representative of the student population, it has a responsibility to employ 
the available means to speak for the students—who need to communicate 
their goals and desires to the organization in the first place.

The SGA claims in its mission statement to have “direct say in many 
decisions concerning students” by representing the student body on 
various committees. This is the norm at other Michigan schools. MSU’s 
student government body, the Associated Students of MSU (ASMSU), 
does far more than organizing concerts for students: it offers services like 
free legal advice and help with grade disputes, and actively advises the 
university on the students’ views on important subjects—like a recent 
decision to relocate the health services—and their website offers the voting 
record of every assembly member.

Naturally, some advantages are available to students at large universities 
which simply aren’t viable at a community college; nobody is suggesting 
that the NMC SGA ought to offer students legal counsel. But it’s easy to 
get involved and make a difference without being confrontational.

The student body would appreciate greater input from the SGA 
on issues important to NMC. The controversy over the tobacco ban 
springs immediately to mind. As the students’ representative body, 
where was the SGA during the months of policy discussions that led 
up to the Board’s vote last month?

There is no guarantee that the outcome of the tobacco discussion— 
or any policy discussion—would have been different, were the SGA to 
have been more involved. But those elected student officials claiming 
to represent the student body as a whole need to examine how things 
might he different in this college community if the Board’s final votes are 
influenced by vociferous student input.

Despite the lack of guarantee, there is no good reason to not speak 
up in policy discussions. The other council members and the Board 
may have the weight of administration and experience behind them, 
but the SGA representative on the Policy Council has the weight of 
5,000 NMC students—and the advantage of knowing what it’s really 
like to attend a community college.

There is more to NMC than the philosophy, values and principles of 
the Board ofTrustees. We call on the students of this institution to speak 
to the SGA about the issues they find vitally important; and we call on 
the SGA to speak to the administration and the Board, to join policy 
discussions with one strong voice on behalf N0RAST0NE
of the students they represent. press Editor-in-Chief

THE ISSUE:
Student involvement in 

policy creation

OUR VIEW:
NMC needs more 

student action

Letters to the Editor
Dear White Pine Press Editor:

The reason that Grand Traverse County 
students at NMC pay less per credit hour for their 
education is the tax that all GT County residents 
pay to support the school. We are all paying for the 
education that any GT County-based student gets.

Leelanau and Benzie Counties declined to 
tax themselves for the benefit of NMC, so their 
residents have to pay more. This is only fair!

Education is not free. The teachers must be paid 
and the buildings must be maintained.

The way to change this would be to have 
another election for a millage to support NMC and 
hope that other counties would decide to help out. 
In this economy, I doubt it would happen.

Linnea Priest, MD
Garfield Township

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts let
ters to the editor from members of the col
lege and community. Letters should be less 
than 400 words, typewritten, and signed 
with your name, address and phone number. 
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, 
spelling and length. Opinions expressed are 
not necessarily those of The White Pine 
Press staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686
BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 
BY FAX: (231)995-2110
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Name this decade?
"Decade of fashion."

JIHYE RYU, 18,
General Education

"Decade of terrorism."

BRANDON 
BOSWOOD, 21,
Criminal Justice

"Decade of change.

JEREMY 
BATTERBEE, 19,
Computer Science

"Decade of a new 
beginning."

DESIREE
NORDSTRAND, 19,
Education

"Decade of Hong 
Kong returning to 
China's rule."

PRISCILLA LIANG,
18, Business

Christmas™
I LAURA EARLE

Press Staff Writer

That light rock station we listen to at work is playing 
Christmas music again. All day, every day. Those cheerful, 
rosy-cheeked Santas are making their first appearance of 
the year on all the world’s Coke cans — and wait; are those 
tree ornament-shaped pop bottles I see? Macy’s, as well 
as essentially every other department store in town, has 
brought out its forest of multicolored, pre-lit Christmas 
trees and an array of winter sales (actually, the trees 
have been on display since August. I kid
you not). Just walk into the mall and you’ll 
know the holiday season has officially 
arrived.

Sadly, these thoughts are some of the 
first to come to mind at the mention of 
Christmas. American culture is fueled by 
consumerism — you know, the “-ism” 
that can be used interchangeably with 
“The American Dream.” We call tissues 
“Kleenex” and bandages “Band-Aids.”
We kill time by going to the mall to 
shop, play arcade games, or perhaps 
attend a listening party, if one of our 
favorite bands is about to release a new 
album. Everything seems to revolve 
around either spending money on or 
promoting material items. It’s our way 
of life.

When I was little, I would begin 
the holiday season by scrawling a 
Christmas list on one of the long, 
narrow pieces of scrap paper that 
was kept in the kitchen to use when 
making grocery lists. I would post it 
on the refrigerator, where my parents were 
sure to see it soon enough. Everyday, I would 
make sure that it was still in the exact same spot 
where I left it. Nobody could lay a finger on my 
list, or else there would be hell to pay! I wanted

to make sure that it was there for my parents to see (and, 
perhaps, Santa, as he crept into the house in the dead of 
the night on Christmas Eve) at all times.

Some years, I ensured that my gift ideas were 
acknowledged by writing a lengthy letter to Santa, detailing 
to him exactly what I wanted, and how heartbreakingly 
depressed I would be if I didn’t receive said gifts.

About the second week of December, presents 
would begin to appear under the tree. However,

I was not allowed to open them until 
Christmas. So, until that fateful day, I 
would circle the tree like a vulture.
I would count presents, shake them 
and, if I was sure no one was looking, 

cautiously unwrap a corner of one or two 
- of course, the surprise would be ruined 

after peeking inside, but 1 didn’t care 
about surprises back then. Come to 
think of it, I didn’t really care

iniin
1o

about anything that had to do with Christmas, aside from 
the free toys that sat, wrapped in tantalizingly rip-able 
paper, under the tree.

During my teenage years, Christmas meant something 
entirely different to me: markdoums\ Everything at the 
mall, my main hangout spot, was on sale. Everything I 
could possibly want! One year, a friend and I decided to 
wake up early and fight the crowds swarming the mall’s 
department stores on Black Friday. I bought half a closet’s 
worth of clothing - all for myself.

Everywhere we Went that morning, I saw limited, 
“holiday” editions of everything - candy, shoes, even 
flatirons, for crying out loud (I bought one)! It was almost 
as if Christmas was a brand, rather than a holiday. But I 
didn’t give that a second thought. I was too busy ripping 
open the box containing my shiny, new flatiron.

Nowadays, I view my behavior in Christmases past 
as shameful. Finally, after two decades of living in this 
materialistic culture, I have taken time to think about 
what Christmas should mean to me — and to everyone, for 
that matter. Presents are always nice; however, there is so 
much more to do during the holidays than sit around and 
wait for gifts to appear under your tree. And even though 
the sales at [insert the name of any department store 

here] are wicked good, “The Most Wonderful Time 
of the Year” should not translate to “Everything is at 
least 50% off from now until Christmas Eve!”

Ashamedly, this realization was partially brought 
on by my lack of money, due to college expenses 
- however, for the most part, it was simply inspired 
by growing up.

Regardless of who you are or what your creed 
is, Christmas should be a day to remember and 
celebrate your family, your friends and, of course, 
peace on earth and goodwill to all. As opposed to 
doorbuster sales.

Image Courtesy/MCT CAMPUS
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What would Darwin have to say?
Roy and Silo met in 1998 in New York City, where 

they started their relationship. For the next six years they 
remained faithful to each other, and even raised a daugh
ter named Tango. The couple broke up in 2005; Roy 
remained single, while Silo started a relationship with a fe
male called Scrappy.

D0NT 00 IT 
IN THE DARK

■
 ALEXANDER BRAND
Press News Editor

Now, this may seem like a common occurrence in this 
day and age, but there is one factor that makes it seem 
unique: Roy and Silo are both male penguins living in the 
Central Park Zoo. Roy and Silo paired up, and attempted 
to incubate a rock together in lieu of an egg. The zookeep
ers observed this behavior, and decided to give Roy and 
Silo an extra egg from a heterosexual penguin couple, and 
lo and behold, Roy and Silo successfully hatched a female 
chick named Tango. This is not the only occurrence of 
penguin homosexuality: zoos in Germany and Japan have 
recorded well over 20 homosexual penguin couples.

In the animal kingdom, homosexuality is not uncom
mon. Frans de Waal, director of the Living Links Center, 
studies the mutable sexuality of bonobo apes, and claims 
that bisexuality is very common in wildlife.

Yet it does not end with just penguins and bonobo 
apes. Giraffes, elephants, dolphins, bison, black swans, 
and even sheep have been observed, in the wild, forming 
homosexual couples. Animals are not taught to accept or 
oppose homosexuality; when it occurs, it is natural and

quite common. These couples are not ostracized from 
their packs or communities; they generally live in harmo
ny with heterosexual couples.

Petter Bockman, scientific advisor of the exhibition 
Against Nature?, stated in his paper 1,500Animal Spe
cies Practice Homosexuality: “No species has been found 
in which homosexual behaviour has not been shown to 
exist, with the exception of species that never have sex at 
all, such as sea urchins and
aphis. Moreover, a part 
of the animal kingdom is 
hermaphroditic, truly bi
sexual. For them, homosex
uality is not an issue.”

So, why do the intel
ligent, educated, “aware” 
human beings struggle with 
accepting homosexuality in 
the current day and age?

One factor that influ
ences people’s opinions and 
feelings on any issue is ex
posure. Most people dealing 
with homophobia have had 
little to no social interaction
with the gay and lesbian community. Their opinions are 
built upon a false foundation, one of assumptions based on 
no experience. This forms stereotypes, which leads to igno
rant prejudice. This may sound like a “slippery-slope” argu
ment, yet we have seen this exact pattern occur in society.

Another argument that is often made against homo
sexuality is that no offspring is produced from the rela
tionship. Yet, thousands of heterosexual couples do not 
have children throughout their time together, but no one

ROY AND SILO with their daughter, Tango.

is protesting the lack of childbearing in that relationship! 
What about heterosexuals who are unable to have children 
or are sterile? Should we revoke their right to be together?
I think not. We should not deny happiness to anyone, no 
matter how “different” they may be.

The real issue on the plate is acceptance. If more peo
ple in this world would open their hearts and minds to 
others, regardless of disagreements, many conflicts of so

ciety could be resolved. Ev
eryone does not need to 
act or think the same, be
cause everyone is not the 
same. Every single soul on 
this planet is unique, with 
unique experiences and 
knowledge obtained over a 
lifetime.

Accepting a different 
lifestyle from your own 
does not mean you live 
that lifestyle, it means that 
you are aware of the fact 
that we live in a diverse 
world with diverse ideas 
and you’re okay with that.

It helps to remember that you, yourself, are considered di
verse as well, whether you like it or not. So be accepting 
of others, allow diversity in your community, into your 
schools, and most of all, into your life. You will become a 
wiser person because of it. Remember, just because some
one is different from yourself does not make them a lesser 
human. We’re all human beings first and foremost; a detail 
we tend to forget.

Protect against distractions with purity of thought.
The snow on the branches of the spruce out

side my window is pure white, as perfect as the 
intentions that each human heart has at the initial 
impulse of creation. It reminds me that no matter 
what seems to be true on the surface of a person or 
situation, there is much more to be seen the deeper

HERE AND 
THERE

■
 AMANDA CAMPBELL
Press Staff Columnist

in we go. To look deeply into another human’s 
heart or into a situation which troubles us is a tool 
to happiness. To be willing to see beyond the sur
face is a key to gifts we’ve not yet enjoyed. To be 
willing to stop our judgment and fear is to be will
ing to believe in the purity of the human heart.

There is too much to fear; to get angry about; 
or to try to control. There is too much belief that 
we have the right, responsibility and charge to 
manipulate, fight for and stand against. There is 
so much to waste our precious, brilliant, loving 
energy on. Believing in that purity is hope for a 
brighter world, future, life, existence.

At this time of the year, it is easier, somehow, to 
look for the good and believe in that purity. So it is 
appropriate at this time, when the semester is end
ing, the season is shifting, the holiday is near and 
our hearts are more open than usual, to reflect on 
the purity in our own hearts and on how we may 
use our time and energy differently. Let us discover 
what life can be like when we give more selflessly 
to those passing by. Let us experience the free gift 
of a smile shared between strangers on the side
walk. Let us wonder how we might encourage pure 
solutions in our community, school, and home.
Let us contemplate the way previous generations 
have succeeded in caring for one another on the 
most basic levels. Let us remember the purity of 
the human heart.

In the pure heart, we do not manage - we simply 
experience. In this pure place, we naturally wish to 
love, give, share, support, know — and simply be. In 
this purity of heart, we find great creative solutions, 
less struggle and stress, and more connectedness to 
those surrounding us. In every heart can be found 
the ability to be as pure as the snow on the spruce 
outside my window, and as perfect as the initial 
impulse of creation in every now.

Happy, Playful, Inspiring and Meaningful 
Holidays to you all; it’s been a pleasure.

•»
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You too can eat fancy for le$$
I

 MATTHEW MONLEY
Press Staff Writer

Rather than going out to lunch with 
a friend over winter break, why don’t 
you do a little cooking yourself? Here’s a 
simple, refreshing, nutritious meal that 
can be made with a few things from your 
cupboard and less than $ 10.

Orange Grapefruit Salad
1 lime (99 cents)
1 orange (99 cents)
1 grapefruit (99 cents)
3 scallions (99 cents)
Vi tsp salt
% tsp black pepper
1 oz honey

Zest the lime (use a grater to make 
ultrathin slices of the colored part of the 
peel); set aside. Quarter and cube both 
the orange and the grapefruit. Slice the 
scallions thin and toss in a bowl with the 
orange, grapefruit, salt, pepper, and honey.

Tuna Sashimi
6-8 oz sushi-grade tuna steak ($3.77 at 

Maxbauer)
Pinch of salt
Pinch of black pepper
Pinch of cayenne pepper or 

paprika
1 tbsp oil

Heat the oil in pan on medium- 
high. Season the tuna with salt 
and both peppers. Sear tuna on 
one side for one minute. Squeeze 
juice from half a lime over the steak 
and flip. Continue cooking for 30 
seconds or until desired doneness.
Remove tuna from pan and place 
on a cutting board.

To plate:
Garnish plate with lime zest.

Place Vi cup of fruit salad in the 
center of the plate. Cut tuna

against the grain and on a bias. Fan tuna 
on the plate.

This recipe serves two people.

Afterwards, have a cup of green tea and 
relax on the couch. It’s snowing now, so 
talk about the beach and get ready for the 
long winter ahead.



December 10, 200!
WHITE PINE PRES!1 o FEATURE

of2009

Best summer mo
Inglourious Basterds had it al 
team of Nazi-scalpers, terribl 
and a meaningful climax. Tb

Best "keeping yc 
the category of p
This has to go to Senator Arli 
town-hall-style meeting in Lt 
guards from removing attend 
had been shouting to Specter 
he was “.. .trampling our Coi 
week after Specter and HHS 
booed and jeered at a meetin 
America” moment: gun-pack 
health care speeches by Oban

Best "keeping yc

Following is a by-no-means comprehensive 
list of the best and the worst of 2009

Best birthday
The world had its “whoa, that’s crazy” historical moment on February 
12, which was the 200th birthday-of both Charles Darwin and 
Abraham Lincoln.

Best hero
When a US Airways flight departing La Guardia last January 
collided with a flock of birds and lost both engines, Capt. Chesley 
B. Sullenberger III decided to ditch the plane in the Hudson River. 
The nimble reaction of “Sully” and his crew ensured the safety of the 
planes 155 passengers.

Worst new way to issue a public 

statement
Twitter no doubt benefitted greatly (usage surged 131% in the 
month of March alone) from countless news stories quoting from 
the feeds of sports stars, celebrities - even public officials and elected 
representatives - including Senator Charles Grassley of Iowa, who last 
June issued this angry tweet aimed at President
Obama and health care reform: “When you 
[Obama] are a ‘hammer’ u think 
evrything is NAIL I’m no NAIL.”
Teachers everywhere cringed...

Best planetary event
July 22, 2009 was the date of the longest solar eclipse to 
occur in our century - 5 minutes and 40 seconds - a time 
that will not be surpassed until the year 2132. 2009 was also 
the International Year of Astronomy.

Worst twist on the vampire myth
The teen-vampire-lust genre was all the rage as “Twi-hards” 
rushed to movie theatres to gaze at Edward Cullen’s beauty 
in the Twilight sequel New Moon. But the vague, castrated 
Cullen has an appeal only a tween could really love. One 
would think that someone who had been alive that long 
would have more
going on upstairs, 
but the viewer never 
learns if there is 
much happening behind 
those pretty, golden 
eyes. By the end, you 
don’t really care. We at 
the White Pine Press 
hope that he and the rest 
of the misbegotten cast 
is able to save some money 
before the fame dies, which, 
with any luck, won’t be long 
coming.

Worst example o 
action
In the days after the July 12 f 
hundreds of protestors were a 
detained in secret locations. I 
international criticism (whicl 
prison abuses, brutal beatings 
that followed.

Best new reason
According to a National Wea 
in a September 22 story publ 
cool beginning to our belovei 
caused by the eruption of vol

Best visual repre 
of a "trillion"
2009 was the first year that o 
variation: “A trillion here, a ti 
talking about real money!” YC 
depended on if you were rece 
orchestrated the worst financ 
digress.. .almost everyone else 
and Schott’s Stimulus Simula 
understand just how big a tri!
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s film is a true gem.
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hanon, Penn., stopped security 
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ittitution.” This incident came a 
Secretary Kathleen Sebelius were 
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ng on presidential authority, ended 
:-day standoff by killing three
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w waters off Somalia in April.
' It was an Easter miracle for

the captain and his family and 
l Best of mettle for the new Obama 
linistration.

f a democracy in
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nested; some of these were 
rtn’s leadership would face 
i seemed to embolden them) over 
;, and detainee deaths in the weeks

to hate volcanoes
tier Service meteorologist quoted 
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{Northern Michigan summer was 
cinoes in Alaska and Russia.
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nt could use the following joke 
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: iad to adjust to a grimmer reality, 
tor (go ahead, bing it!) helped us 
lion really is.

Worst use of a vacated senate seat
Though this story broke in late 2008, the second act in the fall of 
Illinois Governor “Hot” Rod Blagojevich included an April federal 
indictment on corruption charges and revelations that he would 
verbally abuse aides who forgot to keep his favorite hairbrush at 
the ready. Blagojevich, who was once taped saying "... and if I don’t 
get what I want and I’m not satisfied with it, then I’ll just take the 
Senate seat myself,” was by August impersonating Elvis at a Chicago 
block party for cash. Also on the schedule that day was a Fabio 
lookalike (Source: Chicago Tribune 9/7/09).

Best news for 
"smooth players"

Tiger Woods being revealed as a prolific 
philanderer was good news only to 
womanizers who hope that the golfers 

story will make theirs seem mild in 
comparison when they say, “At least I’m 
not Tiger Woods!”

Worst use of analogy in a
second apology
“I feel like Ben Stiller in Meet The Parents when he messed up 
everything and Robert DeNiro asked him to leave.” That’s from 
entertainer Kanye West’s blog, two weeks after he interrupted Taylor 
Swifts acceptance speech at the MTV Music Awards in September to 
defend Beyonce’s entry in the best video category. The backlash was 
fast and furious, and Pink’s tweet summed it up best: “Kanye West is 
the biggest piece of s*** on earth.” President Obama, though kinder, 
was taped saying he thought the singer had acted like a “jackass.”

Best news for Toyota, Honda, Hyundai, 
and Nissan: "Cash for Clunkers"
The $2.77 billion program spurred sales of nearly 700,000 vehi
cles, but 8 of the 10 top-selling models were foreign models (the re
maining two were Ford). However, an August press release from the 
Dept. of Transportation emphasized the benefits to dealers and the 
environment, and also that many of the Toyotas and Hondas sold 
during the program were made in the U.S.

Best arrest
Film director Roman Polanski’s arrest in Switzerland after 30 years 
of evading U.S. authorities. Polanski’s flight reinstates the original
charges, which include rape by use
of drugs of a child under the age 
of 14. Artists should be celebrated 
for breaking conventions 
— not the statutory
rape law.

Worst arrest
Henry Louis Gates 
Jr., a Harvard professor 
of African-American history, 
was handcuffed and arrested 
after a Massachusetts cop mistook him for a burglar. Gates 
accused the officer, Sgt. James Crowley, of racism for having 
confronted him trying to get into his own house, which he was 
locked out of. Gates had produced ID to prove it was his home, 
but the argument could not be stopped. The two men would later 
meet for a “beer summit” with President Obama.

Worst moment for American beer
According to a story aired on National Public Radio, not one 
of the men seated at the “beer summit” mentioned above was 
drinking an Aunerican beer — not even President Obama, whose 
beer of choice that day was
Bud Lite, which was sold, 
way back in 2008, to InBev 
SA, a Belgian brewer.

Worst threat to the universe (Marvel)
Two things we do know about Disney, Inc.’s purchase of Marvel 
Entertainment: that it cost $4 billion, and that it made sense for 
both sides. Two things we don’t know: How many of the comic 
book giant’s 5,000 characters will accept a new contract? And will 
Cinderella finally ditch that puff Prince Charming and decide that 
she can better fight crime with Wolverine by her side?

Worst case of reality TV desperation
Just when you thought “real” people had 
run out of ways to get famous, 2009 gave 
us balloon-boy hoaxers, White House party 
crashers, and Nadya Suleman, dubbed the 
“Octomom,” who gave birth in January to only 
the second set of octuplets born in the United 
States. Public reaction turned negative when 
it was learned that she had had six embryos 
implanted (two divided) and already had six 
children aged 2 to 7.

Worst over coverage of a legitimate 
news story - "Swine flu attacks!"
It had all of the danger and suspense of a day spent in bed, sneezing, 
but that didn’t stop news media from exhausting every possible 
angle. By fall, editors everywhere figured out that the

more clinical “H1N1-virus” had failed 
to capture the publics imagination, 

and so the “swine flu” label stuck,
despite it being, as story after story duly 

noted, an inaccurate one. “Wash your 
hands, stay home,” should have been 
enough. In related news, 2009 was the 
best year ever for PR firms working for 
the pork industry. •

Worst case of image control
When Cavalier’s forward and NBA MVP Lebron James was 
dunked on by Xavier’s Jordan Crawford (a Michigan native) 
in July at his own basketball camp, an executive from Nike 
demanded that freelance photographer Ryan Miller surrender 
his tape of the two-handed slam. Nike also confiscated another 
tape from another journalist, but apparently missed one. Within 
weeks, TMZ.com had released a tape it purchased and Nike had 
yet another PR mess on its hands.

Worst economic news
The national unemployment rate hit its highest level in 25 years 
in June and pretty much stayed there, with many Midwestern 
states reporting double-digit jobless rates. The most recent 
numbers show that Michigan again tops the list with an 
unemployment rate of 15.1%. As of presS time, we were unable 
to come up with anything witty to say about this.

Best hope for the future
President Obama’s inauguration on January 20 showed that our 
nation can evolve past its history of racism and elect a black man 
to its highest office. «
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The cooks are in - the Cook’s House adds new 
spice with their first cookbook

I
 NORMA JEAN MACNAUGHTON

Press Staff Writer

The Launch was Classy
Local sustainable cuisine; for foodies everywhere this 

trend is sort of like going green and riding your bike 
to work. For chefs Jen Blakeslee and Eric Patterson at 
“Cooks’ House” on Front St, it’s more like a philosophy 
for life. The chefs wield impressive skill not only in the 
kitchen, but also in the writing of their first cookbook 
Cooks’ House; The Art and Soul of Sustainable Cuisine.

The cookbook was released on November 22 at The 
Wellington St, Market, which is co-owned by Blakeslee 
and Patterson. With cassoulet bubbling in the back, and 
Matt Sutherland uncorking Cabernet Franc in the front 
room, the restaurant was abuzz with anticipation for the 
foodie frenzy. Copies of the cookbook lined a buffet coun
ter and the owner of Spirituality and Health Magazine, 
Victoria Sutherland, was on hand to sell them.

Chefs Blakeslee and Patterson appeared with an effort
lessly cool vibe about them. With a cup of tea in one hand 
and a Sharpie for book signing in the other, Patterson’s 
personality embodied what the cookbook is to him. “The 
cookbook shows our way of approaching food, it’s an in
sight to the creating of food,” said Patterson.

The Book is Unique
The 223-page cookbook is a unique companion to 

the chefs themselves. Filled with insights, philosophies, 
helpful tips, side-notes and reflections, the recipes within 
Cooks’ House take a back burner to the scope of knowledge 
these two give on cuisine and how to approach it.

“It’s not just a cookbook, it’s our lives; it’s our lives as 
we live them every day,” says Chef Blakeslee.

Cooks’ House is a colorful representation of what dis
tinctive cooking means for each season. The book is di-

TRANSFERRING CAN BE EASY,
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CHEFS JENNIFER BLAKESLEE AND ERIC 
PATTERSON, co-authors of Cooks' House- 
the art and soul of local, sustainable cuisine.

vided into four seasons, each showcasing dishes to fit the 
available local goods. Within each section is a menu plan, 

including “Four Favorite Stews,” and a “Christ
mas Dinner” menu making this cookbook a 
must have for holiday dinner planners.

The book boasts beautiful photography 
in addition to inspired menus. Photographer 
Thomas Kachadurian supplies crisp, candid 
shots of the local produce, which weave through 
the cookbook and create tasty chemistry.

The Philosophy is Undeniable 
“The book was made with the serious 

amateur cook in mind,” says Patterson. “We 
don’t want them to open it up and cook the 
recipes verbatim, they should take all of that 
information and find their own voice within 
the food.”

In addition to recipes this book quotes 
authors from around the world, and cultur
al ideals on cooking. Chef Patterson shares 
“33 Moments of Happiness,” which highlight 
some of the finer points of leading the culi
nary life.

The pages also contain the “Odds and 
Ends” boxes, which are exactly that. Little ec
centricities to the creation of these dishes, and 
quirky facts the cook might want to know 
ahead of time. For instance, I can tell you 
from personal experience that the “Odd and 
End” about liquid caramel being fire hot is in 
fact something to take into consideration be
fore you undertake caramel flan making.

The Chefs have Mad Skills

“Basically, when you stayed at Gramma’s, if you want
ed a sandwich, you had to make the bread,” says Chef Jen
nifer Blakeslee of how she became familiar with cooking 
off the cuff. As an adult, Blakeslee moved to Colorado for 
her work and acquired a simplistic approach to her cui
sine. After Culinary School, she began to work in home 
kitchens across the world, staying for stints in both Mexi
co and Italy.

Chef Eric Patterson has been cooking since he was 
about fourteen. Patterson apprenticed three years under a 
French chef, and his career branched out from there. He 
credits Alice Waters as his chef inspiration but also dabbles 
with Japanese philosophy as a muse.

The two chefs met in Las Vegas, while working at An
dre’s, a Michelin-starred French restaurant. From there 
they traveled together to Northern Michigan to share their 
culinary wonders with the inhabitants of Traverse City.

The Execution was Rewarding
So once I delved through the cookbook, learned the 

background, and read through the philosophy of Cooks 
House it was time to actually cook something. I flipped 
through pages until I found a recipe with only 7 ingredi
ents. Fool proof, right?

There was no picture of the caramel flan with which 
to compete, so I felt confident that however this creation 
turned out, I could say I did it right. I read each step 
carefully, gathered my ingredients, pulled out my pans, 
grabbed some ramekins and threw on my apron.

Four cups of sugar and water later (the recipe called for 
a V2 cup of each), I stood surrounded by caramel colored 
rock candy. This was not going well. I re-read the sidebar 
on caramel, and discovered that I had indeed been shaking 
the pan, causing my caramel to crystallize. Bah!

I put the caramel aside and began focusing on the ac
tual construction of the flan itself. This went splendid
ly. I even got wild and threw in a dash of chile powder. I 
ended up with the perfect shade of ecru, and the exact 
taste I was aiming for.

As for the caramel, I decided that rock candy suited 
my personality better, and served the flan cold with a hard 
layer over the top. This may have been culinary blasphe
my, but after having burnt myself, I no longer followed 
any cooking code of ethics.

Ultimately, my guests said the flan was scrumptious. In 
the long run, this 
recipe was exactly 
what I wanted, and 
the side notes and 
tips from Patter
son and Blakeslee 
made this 
cooking es
capade well 
worth the 
blister on my 
hand.

Happy 
cooking!

*
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Don't judge a 
movie by its book

I
 KENDALL KAYE SPRATT
Press A&E Editor

Is making a beloved 
book into a movie

beauty or blasphemy? 
The WPP debates...

Be creative, 
dig deep!

| ALI WARD
1 Press Staff Writer

I love books. “Love” is actually an understatement of 
my feelings. When I was young I would use the light of 
my clock to read books far into the night. I remember 
being angry that the library only let me borrow twenty 
books at a time. But as I’ve grown older and my life has 
become busier, I’ve had less time to sit down and read 
a book - so I have turned to movies. A whole story 
in two hours — great huh? I frequent my local Family 
Video so much that the people who work at the store 
know me by name and no longer have to ask for my 
phone number when I rent a movie.

Combining books and movies, my two favorite pas
times, is a great idea. Most people would disagree with 
me on this, claiming that “the book was better,” and I 
have been known to say this myself. A screenwriter has 
a lot to live up to, taking an original piece of work that 
people have already grown to love (or hate) and turn
ing it something that people will want to watch and 
re-watch.

What we need to remember is that books and mov
ies are different. I took Film as Literature here at NMC 
and that was one point my professor stressed. Though 
we regard books and movies in the same light, they are 
different works of art.

Here are just two movies that are at least equal to 
their original material:

A Walk to Remember by Nicholas Sparks is possibly 
the most boring book I have ever read. I yawned my 
way through it. However, the movie is charming and 
fun. Mandy Moore plays the sweet, dying Jamie to a 
T. Shane West, as Landon Carter, is the bad boy heart- 
throb every girl wishes she could meet and change.

Keith by Ron Carlson is actually a short story rather 
than a book, but it is a must see. The movie never 
got much publicity, even though it starred singer Jesse 
McCartney. It’s very close to the original short story; 
almost scene for scene. The movie does add extra scenes 
that aren’t in the short story, but the story is so short 
that stretching is understandable.

What I’m trying to say is, don’t count out a movie 
just because you loved (or hated) the book. Remember 
they aren’t they same piece of work. An author and a 
screenwriter have different visions for their masterpiec
es. Don’t judge; just watch.

Who doesn’t want to see their favorite book characters come to 
life on the big screen? But sometimes this idea is better in theory than 
in practice. Ask any avid reader who goes to see the movie, and their 
response will almost always be “the book was better.”

That’s because readers of a novel have already made their own per
fect movie version. They have visualized it, figured out the locations 
and set their own pace, a fast or leisurely approach. Usually the way 
the reader imagines the characters in their mind is completely differ
ent from a Hollywood filmmaker’s adaptation of said character.

Since long books have to be condensed for time purposes, some
times the movies aren’t accurate to the original plot, and it ends up 
being a disappointment. A waste of hard-earned money—which is 
certainly hard to come by these days!

I will give filmmakers some credit: sometimes an emotion, 
description or facial gesture takes pages to describe, and a filmmaker 
can sum it all up on film in one moment, in one look. That’s hard 
to do. And when it’s done well, I appreciate it just as much as the 
next person.

But a lot of times, like in the most recent Harry Potter movie, 
movie producers will choose to throw in extra action sequences or 
fillers to keep their audience’s interest. This infuriates the faithful 
reader to no end. “But that’s not how it happened in the book!”

Books are so much more personal, more intimate than movies.
It’s a relationship between you and the story, page by page. The 
book belongs to us when we read. It is a story, a work of art that 
comes alive through our eyes. Opposed to the relationship between 
you, popcorn, and a theatre full of two hundred of your closest 
friends? It’s a no-brainer. Given the choice, I’d go with the book, 
every time.

You know, if it was just one or two really great books being made 
into really great movies, this would be arguable. These days, though, 
it’s a never-ending trend.

Fine Haircuts 
$20 to $25

Nancy
Allen

20% Off first exit
chemical-free zone

Downtown at Old City Hall 
l6o East State Street 
23I.7O9.OO7O 
Mondays and Wednesdays 
gam to 6pm

★ ★

uiuiiu.uihitepinepress.org

Coming soon, 
the launch of the 

White Pine Press website
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Need to Read: 2009
Five great books you need to own this winter

| NORMA JEAN MACNAUGHTON
I Press Staff Writer

Far from the traditional “best of” 
list, this compilation of must-reads is 
a compendium for those looking for 
something a little off the beaten track.
The list is derived from bookstore staff 
recommendations, The New York Times 
Best Lists, and a dash of personal opinion. 
Happy Reading!

1. Pride and Prejudice and Zombies by 
Seth Grahame Smith.

Normally I’m not a spin off type of gal, 
but I made an exception for this book.

The story is exacdy what the title

Pride and Prejudice 
and Zombies

indicates, the retelling of Austens original Pride 
and Prejudice - with a zombie twist. For those 
of you out there who dress up as zombies any 
time during the year, not just Halloween, this 
book is perfect. Eliminate the sappy Victorian 
love plot and insert blood filled zombie battles; 
bypass the usual women-in-the-kitchen 
vibe and introduce undead-slaying warriors 
Elizabeth and Jane Bennet. A must for zombie 
lovers and Austen addicts alike.

2. Shanghai Girls by Lisa See.
The novel chronicles the lives of gorgeous

Pearl and May Chin, who work as advertising 
models in a pre-war Shanghai circa 1930s.

The girls live the so- 
called “Good-Life” until 
the invasion of Japanese 
armies awakens them 
from the illusion. Their 
father sells the girls into 
arranged marriages in the 
United States, forcing 
them into a culture filled 
with prejudice and spite. 
The book is engaging 
and energetic, a fresh 
perspective for those 
interested in historical lit,

GRAND adventures 
start here.

and a lesson in rising above your 
circumstances.

3. The Girl Who Played with Fire by 
Stieg Larsson.

This is the second installment of the 
highly acclaimed Millenium trilogy, and 
also my secret guilty pleasure. I’ve been 
secretly reading it in Horizon Books for 
weeks. I usually try to avoid the thriller/ 
bestselling/intrigue genre, but I fell 
hard for this one. Hacker extraordinaire 
Lisbeth Salander is back; this time, the 
odds are against her as she finagles her 
way into being accused of triple murder. 
Larsson sows a jagged row of mysterious 
oats with this installment and exposes 

real life issues bubbling in the bowels of 
Swedish society. Don’t expect to understand the second book without 
having read the first (The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo).

4. Logicomix: An Epic Search for Truth by Apostolos Doxiadis and 
Christos Papadimitriou.

This graphic novel portrays the journey of Bertrand Russell, a pacifist 
and philosopher, in the “Foundational Quest” of mathematics. Through 
Russell’s eyes, the complexities and heartbreaks involved in the ideology 
of pursuing absolute knowledge are examined. When I encountered this 
graphic novel, I found myself enraptured with the imagery. The graphic 
novel stays true to the philosophy, and invokes great emotion. A great 
read for mathematical whizzes, but also for the average Joe interested 
in how elements of math can touch our everyday lives. (Plus, it’s got 
pictures! So you don’t have to trudge through philosophical jargon 
without a guide!)

5. The Fountainhead by Ayn Rand.
Okay, this one wasn’t written in 2009;

but I do think it’s a great read for this 
particular year. Americans have been 
through many societal changes, and 
made interesting choices as to how to 
regain balance. This novel has themes of 
Individualism, on which this year has 
placed huge emphasis. In the economic 
turmoil, people have been continually 
finding ways to become self-sufficient 
and stable - finding unique ways 
of supporting their planet, joining 
causes they feel strongly about, or 
simply voicing their own distinctive
opinions. This novel of standing out and 
forcing down barriers seems appropriate for a year of defying 
status quo and creatine identity.

tHF fiTHE GIRL WHO 
PLAYED WITH FIRE
STIEG LARSSON ,

FROM THE AUTHOOHiM WITH THE TATTOO
' pAj-D HO? smmtWii’M.JMfW - MfR' ' Vj j mi,]8S CSFiBS AWBWigC

—

Transfer to one of the “Best in the Midwest.” With more 

than 200 areas of study, a well-rounded liberal education 

foundation, small class sizes, vibrant student life, beautiful 

campuses, and affordable tuition, life here is truly a grand 

adventure. Talk to an onsite advisor about all the opportunities 

in Traverse City or at our Allendale and Grand Rapids campuses. 

gvsu.edu/traverse A GRAND yAEUE."
(231) 995-1785

GrandWjley 
State University 

GrandValue.net
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The Rihanna reign
■
 MELODY SHAW

Press Staff Writer

Rated R pushes the boundaries Rihannas 
previous albums set, but more than that, it shows 
the maturity and wisdom of a girl learning the 
hard truth and feeling the pain that, on the other 
hand, makes a woman. I couldn’t agree more with 
her self-proclaimed supremacy in her song “Hard”, 
“That Rihanna reign
just won’t let up”.

At sixteen,
Rihanna came to 
the United States 
from Barbados to 
pursue her music 
career. Music of the 
Sun was everything a 
debut album should 
be at her age. With 
her second album,
A Girl like Me, she 
used her Caribbean 
music influences and 
combined a reggae 
and dance-pop style 
with her young naive 
voice in her lyrics.
These albums were 
about a girl on her way to adulthood, unaware of 
what to expect. In them she made mistakes and 
experienced numerous firsts. Listening to her songs 
“Unfaithful” or “SOS,” you can feel the frustration 
at what’s happening to her, and because of her.

In Good Girl Gone Bad she started to fight back. 
Struggling, clawing and aggressively searching 
to find who she is, there’s a gnawing feeling that 
there’s something just out of reach that she’s 
straining for. In “Disturbia” the sound is full of 
delicious edginess that grates at the bottom of our 
feet and quakes all the way to the top. ■

The lyrics paint a picture of flexing muscles 
against the chains and ropes that are keeping her 
tied to the chair of childhood. It makes us want 
nothing more than to break through the cocoon

Music review: Pricele$$

■
 ALEXANDER BRAND

Press News Editor

With the release of Pricele$$, Birdman is 
proving once again that he is a major player in the 
hip-hop world. Birdman’s fourth album, released 
November 23, sold 104,000 copies in the first week 
alone and debuted 33 on the Billboard top 200 
albums chart.

Although Pricele$$ is criticized as classic 
Birdman, songs like “4 My Town” overflow with a 
new energy that hasn’t been seen from Birdman in 
some time. By bringing new artists and producers 
on for the album, Birdman has diversified his 
sound and brought something new and unique to 
the table. If you’re a fan of Lil Wayne or Drake, you 
are sure to like this album, with Wayne appearing 
on six tracks and Drake on three.

With two years passing since 5 * Stunna was 
released, Birdman has been busy guiding his

for her, but knowing it’s a fight that she must face 
alone, we sit back and listen to the music that has 
progressed with contemporary R&B influences.

Rated R is the flip side of Good Girl Gone Bad. 
There’s a calm, fluid feeling from the tones and 
beats that harmonizes with her voice and confirms 

the suspicion that she has 
finally found her place.
The sound is strong and 
wise, her recent experiences 
with relationships portray 
the feelings of pain and 
treachery that comes 
around as we grow older.

It’s not a question of 
whether she can sing. 
Rihanna’s voice has only 
grown stronger, but in 
this album she pushes the. 
boundaries her other albums 
set. Blunt and honest her 
song “G4L” is unnerving 
and a tad scary, in a way that 
sends a shivers up and down 
my spine while somehow, 

still making a smile.
The one that made me want to push repeat was 

“Photographs.” Personal and bittersweet, it’s a story 
of a boy she fell in love with, a boy that haunts her 
memories; every day she wishes things could have 
been different. She’s learned though that sometimes 
the right thing and the hard thing are sometimes the 
same. It’s the way that she mixes smooth tender music 
with a sorrowful voice that creates an unavoidable 
connection to her experiences and our own.

Over the past four years we have seen a 
transition with each album. Rihanna has grown 
up in front of the public eye, starting as a young 
girl and maturing not only as a stronger artist, as 
a stronger women. Going beyond the generic love 
songs, and speaking to the grainy, ugly truth, Rated 
7? is a direct shot.

prodigy, Lil Wayne, founder and CEO of Young 
Money Entertainment. Wayne is leading the charge 
with new talent, signing artists like Drake, whose 
recent mix tape sold around 100,000 copies.

While caught up guiding the new artists, Wayne 
still finds time to write new material and work on 
his own material. Wayne’s new album, Rebirth, is 
set to release December 21, with Wayne changing 
his sound up a bit to experiment with his other 
passion: playing the guitar.

A Young Money Entertainment collaborative 
album will be released alongside Wayne’s Rebirth, 
entitled We Are Young Money. The second single 
from the album, “Bedrock”, features an array of 
upcoming artists and a flow that is second to none. 
Keep an eye open for these albums December 21. 
You won’t be disappointed.

Melody's Melodies
1,2,3 Remixes

1. “Hard Sun” - Eddie Vedder - Into The Wild 
To most this song tells a love story of a man 
d the woman who continues to take him back, 
r me, it’s about having a friend who, no matter 
tat, will be there to bring out the best in you.

2. “Dancin’ In The Street” — David Bowie &
Mick Jagger - The Singles Collection

Any man who dresses up as a Spaceman 
deserves a little respect...maybe. Regardless, this 
song is a guilty pleasure that plays on more mix 
CDs than we’d like to admit.

3. “Still Fly” - The Devil Wears Prada - Punk 
Goes Crunk

Ah, sorry to say it, but this is one re-make I prefer. Screamo, yes, 
but his voice is one that I really respond to, and the juxtaposition 
between the screamo and chorus works. Sorry, Big Tymers.

Melody Shaw, Press Staff Writer

The music of 
Final Fantasy

■
 scon PELL

Press Staff Writer

Nobuo Uematsu is the composer of the music for Square Enix’s 
Final Fantasy video game series. Nobuo has been composing music 
for Final Fantasy for over 20 years now, and has been going back to 
orchestrate some of his scores that could only previously be created 
with the sound quality of a Nintendo Entertainment System. Only a 
few years ago, Nobuo started touring.

His newest tour, the Distant Worlds tour, has been going on 
for quite some time, however it’s leaving America. Its final show is 
in Chicago, Illinois on December 12, and will showcase his Final 
Fantasy compositions by hiring local orchestras and projecting cut- 
scenes straight from the game on a large screen to show Square Enix’s 
mastery of computer animation to accompany the beautiful music. 
This is a performance for the books. The sound of the orchestra, and 
the gorgeous cut-scenes from the game, envelop you and create a 
truly memorable experience.

This show in Chicago is special because not only is it the last 
show in America, but the Chicago Mages will also be there to play 
the part of the Black Mages, Nobuo Uematsu’s rock band. For the 
Distant Worlds Tour, Nobuo Uematsu and Arnie Roth, good friend 
of Uematsu and conductor of the tour, composed an original score. 
Vocalist Susan Calloway, who recorded the original score, will also be 
attending the Chicago show.

This is an incredible experience, and I cannot stress enough why 
you should not miss 
out on this chance. It 
would be a shame for 
anyone to miss this 
show. If you love Final 
Fantasy, you should see 
this show. If you love 
orchestral music, you 
should see this show 
(even if you’ve never 
heard of Final Fantasy 
or Nobuo Uematsu). 
Do not pass up this 
opportunity.
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Bizarre gadget will reinvent the way 
we interact with the digital world

High Def Video: is it for me?
For many of us the answer is YES!

After some research and testing I found that the high-def video 
feature found on many digital “still” cameras is extraordinary. Why? 
It’s all in the guts of the camera, the sensor that captures the image. 
Take a look at the following sensor sizes.

■
 WILL MCCONNELL
Press Managing Editor

Fifty years ago, clunky computers were consid
ered futuristic, state-of-the-art machines. Today, a 
wearable, gestural interface may eliminate the need 
for them in a matter of years.

SixthSense, as it’s aptly named, is the brainchild 
of Pranav Mistry, PhD student at MIT’s Media 
Lab. The wearable device, controlled by hand ges
tures, has been causing internet buzz since its un
veiling at a TED conference in February.

In November, Pranav himself presented a video 
demonstration with applications of the device - re
newing curiosity and acclaim associated with the 
invention.

“I realized that we humans are not actually in- 
trested in computing. What we are interested in is 
information,” Pranav explained, before unveiling 
the device.

In a nutshell, SixthSense can project on any 
surface, and works as a fully functional computer 
- akin to iPhones and Netbooks (albeit much more 
unconventional).

The applications of SixthSense aren’t the only 
thing making it ground-breaking. Pranav promises 
the technology will go open-source, meaning any
one can develop software with it.

“I’m trying to make this more available to peo
ple so that anyone can develop their own Sixth- 
Sense device because the hardware is actually not 
that hard to manufacture, or hard to make your 
own. We will provide all the open source software 
for them, maybe starting next month.”

While the working model of the Sixthsense only 
costs around $300 to make, most applications and 
programs for the device wouldn’t be commercially 
available, just free.

SixthSense has many promises to fulfill, but 
with designers like Pranav, it seems like futuristic

technology may soon be a reality.
I, Robot?

Pranav claims SixthSense will help us stay connect
ed to our physical world, since we’ll be able to com
pute anything on-the-go.

“And it will help us, actually, not be machines sit
ting in front of other machines.”

While blurring the line between the binary and 
the bipedal is always exciting, exponential advance
ments in technology can be quite scary; especially 
when MIT Media Lab Professor Pattie Maes men
tions the possibilities an in earlier demonstration, 
“maybe in ten years we will be here with the ulti
mate sixth-sense brain implant.”

Implanted devices restoring lost senses, like 
sight, can be a godsend, but the prospect of unnec
essary implants delves into an ethical dilemma soon 
to be asked frequently — should personal comput
ing ever involve internal technology?
Applications

To grasp what SixthSense can really do, you’ll 
have to watch the demonstration yourself (easily 
found on YouTube). But there are plenty of appli
cations worth mentioning:

• Holding a closed palm in front of the pro
jector will bring up a number pad - you’ll be able 
to dial numbers on your palm.

• Making a “camera” gesture of taking a 
picture will take pictures; photo editing done with 
your fingertips.

• Transferring images on paper to a desktop 
computer through a pinching gesture.

• Holding any book in front of the attached 
camera will automatically load and project reviews, 
audio book samples, etc.

• A pong-like game where a projected ball 
can be kicked back and forth with others, on the 
ground.

< > TECHNO 
J» t BABBLE
Hl ' ■ TOM auch

" Press Staff Columnist

The DSLR sensor is so much bigger than traditional camcorders 
that it gives you Hollywood quality video with exceptional clarity. 
This is especially nice since many of us have HD TVs or high qual
ity computer monitors.

What makes this great is that the larger sensor captures video 
with more vibrant color and works especially well in low light. You 
can also shoot your movie clip with an exceptional depth of field 
(subject is clear but the background or foreground is out of focus), 
which was not an available feature on consumer camcorders before.

But the extraordinary part is that you can swap out camera 
lenses to create fantastic video effects (like the fish-eye or tele
photo).

It was so convenient to be able to leave the house with one cam
era (the Canon Rebel Tli). Take superb quality digital stills and with 
the flick of a switch be able to shoot HD video.

There are some downsides however, as audio is compromised 
even from the cheapest camcorder.

Another disadvantage is that most cameras don’t have dynamic 
focus. Meaning once you focus and start filming, the camera won’t 
re-focus as you move around. Experts expect this to change. Cur
rently only the Panasonic GH1 / GF1 offer a refocus while filming, 
and even then with limited lenses.

Obviously, file sizes will be larger, so clip lengths will be shorter, 
which was not a problem for me as even my longer videos were a se
ries of smaller clips. Most consumer videos are only a few minutes 
long anyway as opposed to traditional camcorders, which save to 
tape or hard drive, HD video is stored on SD or compact flash cards 
like pictures are. A 32 gigabyte card is under $80 now, which really 
made all of this possible.

Most often, the video format is MPEG-4. A four minute clip 
captured in full HD (1920 x 1080), took up just over 1 gigabyte of 
space. Also many HD cameras offer AVI or MOV capture as well.

Keep in mind, millions of cameras have been sold with lower 
quality video (resolution 640 by 480, called VGA), and you prob
ably own one. They are very useful and fun. Taken just like a photo, 
once downloaded, it can be edited in the free, iMovie for the Mac 
and Movie-Maker for the PC or uploaded to YouTube for the most 
unique digital Christmas card ever.

Full frame DSLR (he. Canon EOS 5D Mark II)

APS-C DSLR (i.e. Canon Rebel T1i)i

—2/3” Pro Camcorder

' — 1/3” Consumer Camcorder
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The great books debate: paper vs. e-readers
Paperback reader Books of the future

i IMADDY MESA
Press Staff Writer

KELLY DOBEK
Press Staff Writer

Ever hear anyone say, “I just want to go home and curl up with a good E-reader?” 
No, you don’t. You curl up with a good book. Not some hard, plastic digital device that 
turns the page for you. You get a hot cup of cocoa, sit in your favorite chair, and open - 
with your hands -a paper book. But there are those in the world that say paper products 
are a thing of the past, that technology is the way to go in forms of media, news, and 
even how we read.

Consider this: your e-reader is going to cost 
at least $200, plus the cost of e-books, which 
range from $10 to $25. Say you spend $300 
to get set up. Do you know how many real 
books you can buy with $300? Enough to 
start you own library.

Risk of spoilers for devoted readers runs 
high, and the ability to download online 
also leaves books vulnerable to piracy, losing 
money for authors. Also, you can’t buy books 
from just any website. For example, if you 
own a Kindle you can only purchase books 
from Amazon.com.

Nothing beats the feeling of a real book 
in your hand. The smell of the paper. The 
fact that it doesn’t run out of batteries in the 
middle of a long bus ride. The ability to write 
in the margins and share your books with 
your friends. Are you going to-want to loan 
out your $200 device?

Books, newspapers, and magazines; whatever the print, it will still be around. No 
matter how many e-readers are bought or how futuristic the world becomes, there will 
always be books. To those who think digital readers will be the end of the printed press,
I say: keep dreaming. In the mean time why don’t you write about it? Maybe you could 
get a book published.

As the holiday season rolls around and you are wondering what to put on your 
Christmas list, a good idea for all of you book lovers would be an e-reader.

Why spend the money on getting an e-reader?
Think about that heavy extra suitcase that you always have to bring with you on 

a trip, devoted reader that you are. What if you could take all of those books and 
more on a device that weighs two pounds? Interested? I know I am.

E-books which are books that are on a digital format are getting a lot more 
attention since Amazon’s Kindle and Sony’s e-reader have burst onto the scene.

There are a lot of reasons to buy an e-reader. Saving your shoulder from the 
weight of books is one.

Second is the fact that a lot of publishing houses are releasing new books in the 
digital format earlier than they are in print.

E-books are also fairly cheaper than hard cover books. Amazon has most of its Kindle 
downloads at only $9.99. There is also the added pleasure of not even having to leave your 
home to get a book. You can just download it right onto your e-reader. There are also nice 
little features on the e-reader that allow for a more
diverse reading experience.

One of the cool features is the e-readers come 
with a Wi-Fi connection that allows the user to 
get online. The user is also able to select a voice 
command, allowing the e-reader to act as an 
audio book.

Many libraries and even classrooms are 
thinking of heading towards using e-readers. This 
would cut down on the amount that is shelled 
out each semester for textbooks. Imagine the 
$300 biology book only costing $9.99— 
and not having to lug it around is an added 
bonus.

Electronic books have endless possibilities.
They are future of the printed word.

Brothers: an unbreakable bond

■
 KENDALL KAYE SPRATT

Press A&E Editor

Brothers is a story about love, loss, family, and what 
we would do to be with them. Capt. Sam Cahill (Tobey 
Maguire) is a strong, loving family man. His wife Grace 
(Natalie Portman) is ever supportive even though she 
hates seeing him leaving for another tour in the Middle 
East. Together they have two lively smart daughters.

When Sam goes missing in Afghanistan and his family 
is told he’s dead his ex-con younger brother Tommy (Jake 
Gyllenhaal) steps in and comforts Grace and the girls, 
becoming a consistent part of the family. When Sam is 
finally rescued and returns home he has changed so much 
that his family can’t even recognize him. He can’t relate to 
them — and when he suspects that Grace and Tommy have 
slept together all hell breaks loose.

One of the most powerful parts of this movie is its 
realism. It isn’t a story about super spies, or super stars, or 
super pirates; it’s a story about a regular American family. It 
could have been a story about you or me or our neighbor.
It didn’t have to be set in the Caribbean, California, or New 
York; it could have happened anywhere.

Maguire and Gyllenhaal were very believable as

brothers. Not only do they resemble one another, they 
created a family chemistry that came right off the screen.
In one particular scene toward the end of the movie, Sam 
is having a break down and instead of reacting to Sam, 
Tommy grabs him and holds on tightly. Portman played 
the devoted widow and loving mother flawlessly. The 
emotion that all three showed felt real. Portman connected 
well with both men. Maguire was tremendous as the 
emotionally wounded soldier. His outburst were 
heart-wrenching.

Although Maguire, Gyllenhaal and 
Portman were great, the film wouldn’t 
have been as rounded if not for the two 
girls playing the daughters. Bailee Madison 
played Isabelle Cahill and Taylor Geare played 
Maggie Cahill. These two girls are great actors, 
especially Madison. She is a bombshell. She 
blew me away with her realistic performance.

In my opinion the most important part of a
movie is the end. It is what you leave the theatre with. 
You’ll remember other parts of the movie of course, but 
the last thing you see is the end. I hated the ending to 
this movie. There was no closure for the characters, 
no happy ending. There is a hint of redemption and

healing, but not enough to satisfy me. However, the acting 
and story and believable feel of Brothers still makes this is a 
worthwhile movie to see.

*
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A Midsummer Night’s Dream, December 11-13. The NMC Players 
present William Shakespeare’s magical story about falling in and out 
of love on Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m. and on Saturday and Sunday 
at 2 p.m. in SH217. Tickets are $10 for adults and $7 for students. 
For more information, call (231) 995-1174.

A Christmas Carol, December 11-13. Interlochen Arts Academy 
presents Charles Dickens’ timeless tale in musical form on Friday and 
Saturday at 7:30 p.m. and on Saturday and Sunday at 2:30 p.m. at 
Corson Auditorium. Tickets are $23 for adults and $9 for students. 
For more information call (800) 681-5920.

NMC’s Art Club Movie Night, December 12, 7 p.m. The Art Club will 
present their first movie night showing Art School Confidential in FA 115.

Grand Traverse Humanists on “Going Out Green,” December 
14 at 7 p.m. at the Traverse Area District Library. The topic for the 
meeting will be “green” cemeteries and natural burials, and Kimberli 
Bindschatel will be speaking on Bob Butz’s book, Going Out Green. 
For more information, visit www.gthumanisf.org.

Holiday Trunk Show and Concert at Higher Grounds, December 
18 from 2-10 p.m. Twelve local artisans sell their wares from 2-6 
p.m. and a silent auction runs all day to benefit building a school in 
Ethiopia. At 7 p.m. there will be a $15 concert featuring Seth Bernard 
and May Erlewine as well as members of Steppin’ In It. All ticket sales 
go the Ethiopian School Project. For more information, visit www. 
highergroundstrading.com.

NMC Community Band Holiday Concert, December 18 at 8 
p.m. in Milliken Auditorium. The NMC Community Band will be 
presenting an assortment of holiday tunes in their final concert of the 
year. Tickets are $8. For more information, call (231) 995-1553.

Hail Your Highness and Avenmore, December 19 from 9 p.m.-ll 
p.m. at Jacob’s Well. Hail Your Highness has recently been touring 
throughout Michigan and Indiana. Tickets are $8 and are available at 
the door. For more information, call (231) 946-4476.

Pun Times Caliente Cuisine
Hey Frank! — Hey! 1 have a joke for you!

Wliat do you want?
' \ y p*

\
<-~'k Ohlcrd... *

What do you order in a Mexican 
Restaurant during the winter?

“A
Brr-itos! —

I don't know, What?
1 >
a

You're a terrible person.* fey
You know that, right?

COMICS! Top: Pun Times by Press Cartoonist Richard Gavitt. 
Bottom: XKCD by Randall Munroe (www.xkcd.com).

Festival of Trains, December 19-January 3. The Grand Traverse 
Heritage Center will be holding their popular annual exhibit 
Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-7 p.m. and Sundays, Christmas Eve, and 
New Years Eve from 12-4 p.m. Tickets are $5 for adults. For more 
information call (231) 995-0313 orvisitwww.gtheritagecenter.org.

Mr. B and Bob Seeley DVD release concert, December 20 at 3 p.m. in 
Milliken Auditorium. These two giants of Blues and Boogie-Woogie come 
together for their second dual piano concert to celebrate the release of their 
DVD, Back to Back Live. Call (231) 995-1027.

New Year’s Eve at the Terminal, December 31, open until 4 a.m. 
There will be a champagne toast at midnight and a showcase of six 
local bands. 18+ $15 and 21+ $7 at the door. For more information, 
call (231) 932-1300.

R)R $2,000 ru. 
BUILD YOU ONE 
TW GOESTO12-

THESE AMRS OOTbll. 
/ IS THAT LOUDEP?

IT'S ONE /

LOUDER.

WH? NOT HAKE 10 
LOUDER ANO MAKE 
10 THE HIGHEST?

BUT il DOESN'T HAVE 
any Units, its an 
arbitrary scale 
MAPPING OUTPUTS —

The New Whiting

Room Rates: $400-$450/mo. 
Wireless Internet 
All utilities included!
Fully furnished rooms 
Downtown TC 
Month-to-month leasing

231 947 6360
1521/2 E. Front Street 

www.thewhitinghotel.com

NMC info on the go!

ITS? .»!

gesso hsg________1!

Sign up for Alert messaging! i
- HHCEmergencMlnfo 1
~ NI1C Campus closures 1

Ifseasu:  I
wm.nflic.edu/setfsgrvice
Pick on "Personal Info"

DELETE s OH

Classifieds
Sugar Plum Apartments Holiday 
Special! Rent any 2-bdrm apt. for 
the price of a 1 bdrm apt. Offer 
good through 12/25/09. Call 
231-947-7330 for details. Mon. 
through Sat., 10 a.m. until 5 p.m.
Sewing by Nancy, which offers 
alterations, buttons and hems, is 
running a special for the month 
of November — two hems for the 
price of one, and if you bring in 
10 buttons, you'll receive $1 off 
the alteration. Call Nancy at 231- 
944-6423 for more information.

Free!
Post your nonprofit 
group's Public Service 
Announcement 
in the

White
Pine
Press.
Call (231) 995-1173 
or email the White 
Pine Press at 
whitepinepress@ 
gmail.com
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Assassins Creed 2 picks up right after the first game. The 
game has players escaping from Abstergo Industries. Des
mond, the main character from the last game, escapes Ab
stergo with Lucy to a mysterious location to hide from the 
evil corporation. When Desmond and Lucy arrive at their 
underground base, they meet up their small group of reb
els to discover the secrets of the Assassins before Abstergo. 
The crew has their own Animus, which allows users to stay 
in their genetic memories for longer periods of time. This 
also allows the game to develop the characters in the Ani
mus parts of the game. The story takes place in 15th cen
tury Italy, and players take control of a young man named 
Ezio Auditore da Firenze, the son of a nobleman. Ezios 
family is wrongly accused of treason, and is executed, and 
Ezio swears vengeance on all who conspired against his 
family and his quest begins.

The game has improved on a number of levels. First 
off, there are stores that can be found around the cities, 
where players can upgrade their equipment and buy new 
weapons. Players can get money by completing jobs, and 
by pick pocketing civilians. There is also a small city that 
players can manage and upgrade to bring in money that 
-the player can use.

Players can also take cover and blend with any crowd 
that passes by, rather than a rare group of priests that patrol 
the city. There is now a variety of side missions that players

can complete, which consist of assassinations, beating peo
ple up, and racing, rather than just saving the citizens.

Combat flows a lot smoother, if you can believe that, 
with a variety of new weapons- to use and the ability to 
disarm opponents. Variety is the spice of death with As
sassin’s Creed 2, because not only do players have new 
weapons, but new enemies as well. Enemies with weap
ons beyond swords force players to change up tactics. Fac
ing down a guy with a spear can be a daunting task, unless 
players drop the sword and grab the spear, and run it right 
through the opponent. Having the ability to disarm op
ponents comes in handy in a number of situations, and 
allows players to sample new weaponry. If players find 
themselves waiting around for the next bad guy to take a 
swing, they can speed things up by taunting them. Taunts 
are not only useful to get things going, but are also enter
taining, including the age-old “your mom” insult.

During his adventures, Ezio will come across different 
factions to help him out. There are three different factions: 
mercenaries, thieves and courtesans. Players can hire small 
groups of each of these factions scattered throughout the 
cities. Mercenaries fight alongside Ezio, while thieves and 
courtesans distract guards. The factions are very useful in 
some situations and, are rather necessary beyond the tuto
rial missions.

Because the game mostly takes place in the Animus.sys

tem, there is a greater focus on these characters. The char
acters in Assassins Creed 2 are diverse, with emotions and 
agendas which make them feel more like people than just 
video characters. One of the key characters of the game is 
Leonardo Da Vinci. Da Vinci happens to be a friend of the 
Firenze family and happily helps out Ezio. Leonardo is a 
key character because he is able to decipher pages from the 
Assassins Creed Codex. Once these pages are deciphered, 
Ezio can learn new abilities and gain new weapons.

There is a cool Da Vinci CWe-style of subplot in the 
game, which players can explore. This subplot focuses 
around Subject 16, the last resident of Abstergo prior to 
Desmond. Players must search cities to find glyphs that 
were left by Subject 16, who somehow hacked the Animu: 
and was able to leave these codes. By finding and solving 
all the glyphs, players are shown a 20 second clip, which 
doesn’t seem to make much sense, yet seems to be ex
tremely important.

Assassins Creed 2 is a huge improvement over the first 
installment. With new weapons, characters, cities, abili
ties, and collectables, Assassins Creed 2 is a solid game. If 
you liked the first game, you probably already have this 
game, if you didn’t play the first game, you should take a 
look.

B-

i

Zombie Genocide Made Better
RICHARD GAVITT
Press Staff Writer

One year ago players were able to kill 
hordes of zombies in Valve’s apocalyptic 
zombie-shooter, Left 4 Dead (L4D). One 
year later, L4D2 took everything great 
from the original, made it better, and then 
added a whole smorgasbord of new con
tent, boasting new campaigns, weapons, 
enemies, achievements and characters.

Played on the PC and Xbox 360, L4D2 
is a co-op action-horror-first-person shooter 
set in the Deep South. A viral pandemic en
velops the United States, and only a hand
ful of people are immune to the infectious 
zombifying effects. Among them are the 
four new playable characters: Coach, a ro
tund high school football coach; Nick, a 
cynical gambler and conman; Rochelle, a 
production assistant reporting on the infec
tion for a TV station; and Ellis, a jovial and

talkative auto mechanic. Over the course 
of the game’s five campaigns the survivors 
shoot, maim, and butcher their way from 
Savannah, GA to an evacuation site in New 
Orleans, LA.

Each campaign plays out depending on 
the difficulty, which ranges from Easy to Ex
pert. In addition to the Campaign Mode, the 
Versus and Survival modes are brought back 
from the original Left 4 Dead. Versus pits 
players against player-controlled zombies, 
the Survival Mode, however, plays a non
stop panic event where the players must try 
and hold out against an unending horde of 
the infected, earning medals the longer they 
live. L4D2 also adds in two completely new 
game modes. The first is Realism, which re
moves all the outlines and glow effects from 
the players and items, as well as other “unre

alistic” aspects of the game to create 
a much more challenging experience.
The second is Scavenge Mode, which 
once again pits players against the 
player-controlled infected, but this 
time the players must move around 
the map collecting gas cans to power 
a generator before the time runs out.

Although the Campaign, Realism, and 
Survival modes are playable single player, 
L4D2 is playable with 1-7 other people. 
Versus and Survival modes cannot be played 
without at least two people. The story has 
been downplayed to take a minimal role in 
the game, and the focus is much more on 
game play. However, the observant player 
will be able to pick up what’s happening in 
the world by reading graffiti and listening to 
the character dialogue, which has been im

proved from the last game.
The replay value is great, as it includes 

an improved version of the AI Direc
tor from the original Left 4 Dead, which 
spawns items, zombies, and weapons ran
domly each play through, providing each 
with a unique experience.

All in all, Left 4 Dead 2 is a fantastic and 
visceral experience, improving on its predeces
sor in every way, and then adding in a whole 
slew of new content to keep it a completely 
fresh experience.
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Artificial Growth: Students for the Environment 
make a towering statement to NMC

I
 NORA STONE

Editor in Chief

■
 CALEB STRIGHT

Staff Photographer

EXPERIMENTAL MOVEMENT inspired by the recycle tree in 
West Hall. Brittney Repo (left), Meagan Sell (right) and Rachel 
Hagelberg (kneeling), members of Dorothy Eisenstein's Beginning 
Dance class, made explorations into movement around the base of 
the tree, constructed by Students for the Environment. Inclement 
weather on December 9 kept other dancers from participating.
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