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We hew to the line; let 1 he chips fall where they may

Secretary of State Candidate
makes stop in Traverse City
I

MATT TOMLINSON

Press Staff Writer

Democratic Secretary of State candidate Jocelyn Benson made a
campaign stop at Horizon Books in downtown Traverse City on Sat
urday 23rd to sit down with local college students. The visit was at
the request ofJeremy Meagher and the NMC Campus Democrats,
a student group promoting the values of the Democratic Party on
campus and the surrounding community.
Meagher met Benson at a dinner put on by the Democratic Party
and got the idea to have her speak to the student group. “The pro
cess was quite easy,” said Meagher. “We just exchanged e-mails at the
dinner and went from there.”
Meagher founded the group as way to strengthen NMC’s Demo
cratic resolve through political awareness and by sponsoring speeches
given by current office holders and candidates such as Benson.
Many students talked about Bensons younger, more “in tune”
message as compared to our current Secretary of State, Terri Lyn
Land.
“I think that especially on the physical aspect it will be nice to
have a modem, younger woman in the office who is up to date on
the issues, understands the modern progressive position, and is con
nected to students,” said Meagher.
Benson, a Harvard Law graduate, talked mostly about her ideas
to make the Michigan voting system fairer, especially for college stu
dents. Benson worked with the Southern Poverty Law Center, a
group that was started to make sure that equal voting rights are ap
plied to all in the south and also used her experience working for the
2004 Presidential election to support her qualifications for the Secre
tary of State for Michigan.
“I think I can do the job successfully because of my past lawyer
work in voter protection and I would like to build on what Terri Lyn
Land has already accomplished.”
Topics touched on the very important roles students can play in
government.
“She seems very straightforward,” said SGA secretar}' Paul Hagadone, “(she) doesn’t appear to have a hidden agenda, and shows a
beneficial concept of change.”
Benson stated that “students and young people are very impor
tant” and “young people have the power to get officials elected”.

Benson was hired by the National Democratic Party
to head the first Election Protection program to try
and insure a more fair election process after the con
tested 2000 election.
Talks also included the recent U.S Supreme
Court decision that allows corporations to give un
limited funds to political campaigns.
“We must recognize that corporations have al
ways found a way to participate,” said Benson, “the
silver lining of this otherwise bad decision is that it
creates an avenue that shows where money is being
spent, now we know when they are involved.”
The Secretary of State position is currently being
sought after by Benson and a number of Repub
lican Party challengers, including; Paul Scott,
Michelle McManus, Cameron Brown and
Anne Norlander. This feet makes the posi
tion easier for Benson to win since the Re
publican Party is sanirated with potential
candidates. This doesn’t stop Benson from
pursuing the position with vigor though,
as shown from her recent campaign
stop with local students.
Benson made herself available after
the speech to talk to the students who
came out and concluded her night
at a Democratic Party fundraiser at
the UAW hall.
If you are interested in joining
the N.M.C Campus Democrats
look them up on Facebook at
NMC Campus Democrats.
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NMC's Baja car headed
for Winter Baja race

Win a reserved parking space
Phi Theta Kappa is raffling off one reserved parking spot for the Spring 2010
semester. Tickets are $1 each or six for $5, and the raffle is open to all NMC
students, faculty and staff. They can be purchased in the Career and Employment
Services Office or online at www.nmc.edu/student-services/student-life/studentgroups/phi-theta-kappa.html. The drawing will be held at noon on Friday, Jan.
29. You need not be present to win. The location of the parking spot is subject to
approval by the VP for Finance and Administration. Don’t miss your chance to have
a guaranteed spot for the rest of the semester!

Upcoming SGA events
January 29: Student group social
February 22 - 26: Johnny Cash Week
March 23: Kenyan Acrobatic Dancers
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BERLIN (Reuters) — A 76-year-old German man trying to thaw out his car
incinerated it instead when he decided to speed things up by putting a blow heater
under the hood.
“He burnt the vehicle out completely,” said a spokesman for police in the
western city of Hildesheim. Police said the man left the heater on next to the frozen
windscreen washer tank and returned indoors. Shortly afterwards he heard two
explosions and returned to find the car ablaze.
He alerted fire services, who arrived in time to prevent the flames destroying his
house. Including charring of the building, total damages were estimated at 40,000
euros (about 56,000 dollars).
Reporting by Dave Graham.
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MADDY MES A

Press Staff Writer

NMC’s Engineering Club was hard at work this week preparing their Baja racer
for the annual Winter Baja race hosted by Michigan Tech University. The race will be
held at Lake Linden on February 20 and is sponsored by the Society of Automotive
Engineering (SAE).
The Engineering Club is very excited to be racing again this year and has many
events planned to raise money for their club, such as the Paper Plane Pilots concert that
will be held on February 10 in the Milliken Auditorium. (Tickets are on sale now and
start at $6.00 for students and $8.00 for adults.)
All the money from the tickets will help the club get new parts for their racer, pay
for lodging on their trip to Michigan Tech, or even help them prepare for the Baja SAE
Carolina race taking place April 8-11 in Greenville, South Carolina.
Engineering Club President Paul Hagadone was a guest on the Vic McCarty Show
on WMKT 1270 AM on Jan. 27 to raise awareness about the club and promote their
upcoming events.
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BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS Phi Theta Kappa hosted a book sale in the
Welcome Center on Jan. 26. All books were just a dollar, and all unsold
volumes were donated to charity after the sale.
„
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NMC student experiences quake alongside Haiti
Tanya Alekseyenko was in the country on a mission trip when the disaster struck

■

NORA STONE

Press Editor-in-Chief

“I’ll never forget the constant screaming and wailing,” said
Tanya Alekseyenko a week-and-a-half after returning from
Haiti. “Grief—you could feel it in the air, it was terrible.”
Alekseyenko, 18, is in her second semester of nursing
at NMC. She visited Haiti to do mission work with about
45 other young people, part of the Slavic Full Gospel
group. They arrived in the country on Jan. 2, two weeks
before the massive earthquake, to build a church in the
small northern village of Bombardopolis.
“I was mainly [there] for childrens ministry,” said
Alekseyenko. “I was going from orphanage to orphanage, and
I had a little story planned out, and games and balloons.”
The group had just flown into Port-au-Prince from the
mountains when the earthquake struck, in the afternoon
on Tuesday, Jah. 15. Alekseyenko was at the house of the
pastor in charge of the church they’d been working on.
“We went up on the roof with our sleeping bags,
because we were going to camp out up there, and the
house started shaking. .. .Then it got really bad, we had to
get to the middle of the roof so we wouldn’t fly off. It was
impossible to stand... When it died down a little bit the
guys yelled, ‘Get off!’ I remember looking back at the city,
because [the house] was kind of up on a hill, and seeing
buildings crash.”

TANYA ALEKSEYENKO was on a mis
sion trip to Haiti with a church group
when the earthquake struck.

Alekseyenko personally witnessed the kind of
pandemonium most of us have only been able to
experience through the news.
“People [were] just sitting next to their loved ones
on the ground. We drove by the hospital, which was
packed—completely packed, even outside on the streets.
And nobody was really getting help. .. .It was normal to
see a building halfway cracked and on its side, and people

CITIZENS OF HAITI, including thousands of children, were left thirsty, hungry and homeless
after the January 15 earthquake. Current estimates from the Haitian government are that more
than 150,000 people may have died in the 7.0 magnitude quake.

out and got all the citizens to the side and said that there
sitting with piles of clothes next to them because they
were no commercial flights flying out at all, only supply
didn’t want to go back in their house.”
planes... [then] a guy from Iceland came over, he’d just
It’s not the same to simply learn about it on the news,
brought supplies and a rescue team. He comes up to our
she says:
leader and says, ‘I have an empty plane and I’m going to
“The media talks about the destruction, but we kind of
the Bahamas right now. If you guys want to go, I’ll take
overlook that those are people back there. You watch the
you over to the Bahamas for free.’”
news and you can’t believe it.. .you can see grief through
From the Bahamas, the group was able to make their
a screen, but it’s not as real if you’re sitting on a couch,
way back to American soil. Now that they’ve returned,
sipping your coffee, stable and everything.”
Slavic Full Gospel is collecting donations to rebuild
A few members of the group were on their way to the
Haitian homes destroyed by. the earthquake. You can learn
marketplace in Port-au-Prince on Tuesday afternoon.
“If they’d left five minutes earlier, they would have been more about SFG, their mission trip, and the fund they’ve
set up at www.sfgschool.org.
in the market when it collapsed. They even helped some
kids get out of the rubble. They said it was just terrible.”
The mission group was
scheduled to leave the day after the
earthquake, but their travel plans
were complicated by the chaos
following the disaster.
“One group left [for the airport]
around six, and the driver never
came back to get the other group,”
she said. “We figured, either the
traffic was really bad, or something
went wrong, so we hired another
driver. .. .We got to the airport and
it was completely closed, because
the communication tower was
down and apparently there was a
crack in the runway.”
Alekseyenko and her
companions, at the airport with all
their luggage, were left wondering
MASSIVE DAMAGE TO PORT-AU-PRINCE in the aftermath of
how they would make it back to
the earthquake. Many buildings in the capital were built of con
the States.
crete, which crumbled easily and left clouds of dust over the city.
“The U.S. Ambassador came
Photos Courtesy/SLAVIC FULL GOSPEL
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Growing grapes and
housing rates

Financial Aid Follow-Up
A budget to survive, not to thrive

■

Viticulture certificate, housing rate
increase among Board-OK'd measures

KELLY DOBEK

Press Staff Writer

Part two, continuedfrom January 15As January 25 followed the locking of student fi
nancial aid students receive sometimes large checks
of which is meant to go towards their expenses for
the remainder of the semester. Unfortunately, this is
not always the case.
“I had no idea how much I was really taking
out,” says a senior student. “I just didn’t understand
that in the end I would have to pay it back. It just
did not occur to me at eighteen.”
Many students are often tempted by the mul
tiple zeros on the refund check from their financial
aid loans. However, who is to say that these stu
dents are using their financial aid money falsely.
One second year student states: “Of course the
money is great. I take a full load, get the maximum,
drop what I don’t need and keep the money.”
Sounds like a win-win situation. However, it is
not monopoly money that is being used. Students
are dealing with actual loans that come with possi
bly heavy interest rates in the future. What students
do not fully realize is that Financial Aid is keeping
a close eye on each student. Something a third year
student knows all to well.
“Of course cheating the system was easy at first.
1 was able to take a full load of classes, stay on my
parents’ health insurance and get financial aid. That
was until I was audited.” Financial aid money is
government loans and they are carefully watching
their investments.
Pamela Palermo Financial Aid Director for
NMC says, “There is a massive increase for the
need of financial aid. We are up by 28% in applica
tions.” This would mean that the government could
tighten what is given out in the future.
However, hope is not lost. A first year student
at NMC understands that their loan is just that. “I
took out only what I would need for classes. I know
that I will be getting a check soon, however I plan
to use that towards repaying my loan. I plan
to have it all paid off by the end of the
summer.”
NMC tuition
rates are a frac
tion of the cost
of larger universi
ties. With NMC
(
being a steppingstone towards sav
ing students money to
get their basic classes
out of the way, students
are still racking up large
amounts of loan dept be
fore even getting into a lot
more debt.
“1 just didn’t think things
through. I was eighteen and very
immature,” says fifth year university
transfer student. “If I had paid attention
to what I was really getting myself. Un
fortunately it was a hard life lesson.”

“Students, whether they know it or not, are
being tracked,” says Palermo. “It is tax payers
money that is going into these loans and it is being
tracked.”
However, many students have another incentive
to go to school. Students are taking twelve credits
to stay on their parents’ health insurance. Howev
er after the drop period many students claim only
being at half.
A second year students says, “Staying on my
parent’s health insurance was a major factor for tak
ing a full class load. If I didn’t have to, trust me I
wouldn’t be taking them all.”
With health care being essential for any individ
ual, many students cannot go without this neces
sary help from their parents. However, all too often
this system is misused. Not all are taking advantage
of the system though.
Third year NMC student says, “When I started
college here at NMC there was the incentive to stay
on my parents health insurance but I have goals in
mind. Sure it is an added bonus but it was not my
main reason to go.”
The moral of the story is: a thousand regrets do
not cancel a single debt. So when you are signing
up for classes and are giddy over your massive re
fund check, think responsibly, for your own sake.

I

NORA STONE

Press Editor-in-Chief

The Board of Trustees met January 25 and endorsed a new
Viticulture and Enology Science and Technology Alliance (VESTA)
certificate. The new program, the produce of a grant from the
National Science Foundation, is a new option in NMC’s Associates
in Applied Plant Science degree.
Viticulture is the biological aspect of winemaking: the teachings
and techniques associated with growing the actual grape plants
required for creating wine. The certificate will help NMC develop
internships with local vineyards and create more diversity in regional
job possibilities for viticulture students.
“We’ve worked with Chateau Grand Traverse and Chateau
Chantal,” said Marguerite Cotto, vice president for lifelong and
professional learning. “They’re very excited we can make this work in
the region.”
The new VESTA certificate is offered through the University
Center in partnership with the College of Agriculture and Natural
Resources at MSU. Students will enroll as NMC students; the
college will provide the general education requirements for the
Associates degree, but the viticulture classes will be taken online
from MSU.
A year from now a certificate in enology, the science of
winemaking, will also be offered.
“We expect to recruit students as early as this summer,” said
Cotto. Classes will start with the Fall semester of 2010.
The Board ofTrustees passed the endorsement with a unanimous vote.
Housing rates to increase

The Board also approved a hike in housing rates, increasing the
double room rate for boarding in East Hall by two percent, from
$5,028 per year to $5,149.
The changes will “provide the funding required to meet the
increased operations cost of the facility,” according to a memo from
Stephen Siciliano, vice president of educational services, and Cathy
Jones, vice president of finance and administration.
East Hall currently houses 189 students, above the college’s
budgeted usage for the facility.
The vote was 2-1 in favor of the increase. However, not all Board
members were in attendance, and it was unclear at the time of the
meeting whether a majority of the quorum (members in attendance)
was sufficient to pass the motion over an opposing vote, or if a
majority of all Board members was required.
R/S Northwestern to be used for charters

The Board authorized funds to upgrade the R/S Northwestern,
part of the Maritime program’s fleet, to comply with Coast Guard
certification under the Subchapter T classification.
The Subchapter T certification will mean that the Northwestern
will be allowed to hire out for chartered trips on the Great Lakes. For
example, the Water Studies Institute will be able to rent the ship and
hold field labs and conduct research on the water.
Work will begin on the ship next month to get it up to par by May.
Chartering the ship to the Water Studies Institute could net
the college as much as $60,000 for 70 or more days’ worth of
use. During public input, Water Studies Institute Directer Hans
VanSumeren stressed how beneficial the Subchapter T classification’s
diverse applications will be for NMC.
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Press Photos/MADY MESA

NMC STUDENTS PARTIED safely, sans alcohol, in East Hall basement at the toga party. The event was the
culmination of week's worth of alcohol awareness activities.

NMC STUDENT MIKE DIDUCH don
Drunk Buster goggles and navigate a timed ob
stacle course. The goggles imitate the effects of
alcohol on the wearer's senses.

MADDY MESA

I

Press Staff Writer

Jan. 18 through 22 was NMC s East Hall Greek Week for stu
dents living in the dorms.
“Our main focus was to create fun events with a purpose,”
said Resident Assistant (R.A.) Nick Hartstuff (A.K.A Francis).
“We attracted more people then we ever had.”
Five R.A.s hosted five fun events and for every dorm resi
dent that showed up to the event a point was added to their hall
way. The hallway with the most points by the end of the week
won a pizza party. Monday night started the week’s events with
Root Beer Pong hosted by R.A. Jesse Warner. Students went all
out in their game of pong while spectators enjoyed cold Root
Beer from a keg. Groups like team Tie-dye (Angela VanTol and
Ashly Elzinga) and team Sesame Street (Mike Diduch and Caleb
Thomas) were a crowd favorite with their clever outfits, witty
trash talk (all in good fun), and interesting techniques. Competi
tion was fierce but in the end it was the team of Caralee Havers
and Matt Osiecki that came out victorious.
Tuesday was a Movie and Mock Trial night thanks to R.A.
Erica Hamilton. A short video titled SADD Mock Crash was
shown before the main movie House Bunny, while fake pina
coladas, strawberry daiquiris and Jell-0 Shots were served by
R.A. Hartsuff. Featuring NMC student Joelia Lewis, the film
was made by Lewis and friends while they were still in high

school. The video, which showed the effects of drunk driv
ing, was a great way to bring together this weeks events with its
cause of Alcohol Awareness.
“Last year we had a crashed car in front of East Hall,” says
R.A. Jihye Ryu about a previous Alcohol Awareness Week, “it
really didn’t affect people or how they thought so we totally
changed it up this yean”
Wednesday was “Sorry! You’re Drunk.” Based on the popu
lar board game Sorry!*, the entire floor of the East Hall basement
was lined with green, orange, and pink duct tape squares. Play
ers from either team pink, yellow, orange, green, and blue moved
ahead three spaces, moved back two, or were too “drunk” and
had to return back home.
“You convinced your friend that running around campus
naked is not a good idea,” read Mike Dudich from his home
made playing cards, “move ahead three spaces.” In the end it was
the Blue Team that came out on top.
Thursday night was the fun yet difficult Beer Goggle Ob
stacle Course. Wearing the “impossible-to-see” Drunk Buster
goggles, residents had to navigate their way through taped lines,
hula-hoops, and gather as many pennies as they could in the
shortest amount of time.
“It was kind of difficult,” said resident Jacob Moore.
“More difficult than I thought it would be. But also kind of fun.”

Many residents zoomed past the tape walk only to crash into
the hula-hoop and lose valuable time.
“Wearing these goggles and doing the obstacle course shows
people how dangerous it can be when you’re drunk. You need to
be aware of your environment,” commented Jihye Ryu, the R.A.
in charge ofThursday’s events. Those with the shortest times and
most pennies received a gift card to Espresso Bay. The event was
filled with laughter at all those “drunken” people trying to walk
in a straight line and of course at those who fell.
To end this week of fun activities and alcohol awareness
was the much anticipated Toga Party. The partygoers in East
Hall’s basement dressed in all kinds of togas from colorful bed
sheets to pieces of fabric. The DJ kept the night fun, playing
all kinds of music that had everyone dancing. Fake Pina Co
ladas were served again to thirsty partygoers. Throughout the
night a raffle was drawn as lucky residents won various gift
cards. Then awards were given to Best Dressed, Most Spirited,
and to those who went above and beyond helping out through
the entire week. The hallway with the most students attending
turned out to be none other than Francis’s floor, aptly named
Z.O.O. With the final events closed it’s nice to know that all
those working in the dorms find fun ways to bring residents to
gether and raising awareness of important issues. Can’t wait to
see what they think of next.
Graphic lllustration/RICHARD GAVITT
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Strong lakes mean

strong states
The connection between giant voracious fish and the Michigan
economy may not be immediately apparent. Invasive species—
such as the Asian carp that may already be encroaching on Lake
Michigan’s waters—are usually seen as a solely environmental issue.
But the key to finally finding a solution may be in framing the issue
as an economic problem.
Allowing Asian carp into the Great Lakes isn’t a good business
move, for a very simple reason: tourism.
The tourism industry may be the only source of revenue that can
draw Michigan up and out of this slump. This state, which has so
much to offer, should be a destination for every vacationer in the
Midwest, be they swimmers
or sportsmen. (The silver carp,
THE ISSUE:
one of the species referred to
Baffling court inaction on Asian carp
as “Asian carp,” which jump
OUR VIEW:
from the water when startled,
also present a physical danger
Decisive movement can strengthen
to boaters.)
the economy,too
But just as swimmers don’t
like cutting their feet on zebra
mussels, anglers are generally disappointed to arrive at a lake and
find it devoid of fish. The filter-feeding carp eat massive amounts of
plankton and quickly become competition for native species of fish.
Fishing is a multi-billion dollar industry for Michigan, but it could
disappear if the carp make their way into the lakes.
As it stands now, the state’s most important remaining resources
are its natural resources: the lakes, rivers and forests which surround
us daily. Unfortunately, the US Supreme Court recently made a
decision that puts our most precious resource, water, in grave danger.
In December, Michigan Attorney General Mike Cox sued the
Army Corps of Engineers to close the locks that are the only barrier
between the carp-infested Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal and
Lake Michigan. The Corps has erected an electric barrier across the
canal, but it is not working; carp DNA was found downstream from
the barrier in November.
U.S. Solicitor General Elena Kagan told the court that
Michigan “failed to show likely irreparable harm,” according to a
Reuters report. If the potential harm to the regional economy isn’t
compelling enough, we’re not sure what will convince the Supreme
Court—or the executive branch—to take the carp seriously, and take
serious action.
Because the Supreme Court didn’t rule for or against Michigan,
but simply refused to review the case, they didn’t give any reason for
their (lack of) decision. But it’s not a stretch to say that closing the
canal would hurt Illinois’s shipping industry—not a good business
move, and one that may have affected the Court’s choice.
It may already be too late. The same day that the Supreme Court
handed down their non-decision, the Army Corps of Engineers
announced that carp DNA had been found in Lake Michigan. The
test is not conclusive, but it’s only a matter of time until actual
specimens are found.
The Court’s inaction, combined with the Corps’s ineffective
barrier, make a weak response to a very real threat. The automotive
industry is not going to rescue Michigan from this recession, but the
lakes can, if we can stimulate our tourism industry in the same way
we’ve attempted to stimulate the economy.
Jennifer Granholm and Wisconsin Governor Jim Doyle have
asked for a White House summit on the subject of the Asian carp
invasion. Because the Great Lakes affect so many states, this is a
far more widespread problem than simply our local Traverse City
economy. The government must get involved on a federal level to
settle the differences among states on this issue.
NORA STONE

Press Editor-in-Chief

Editorial Cartoons
ALL WE KNOW IS THAT
SHE WAS ASSAULTED BY
FIVE MEN IN BLACK ROBES
CLAIMING TO REPRESENT
THE FIRST AMENDMENT.'

AND NOW
CORPORATIONS
RUN THE
COUNTRY?

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts let
ters to the editor from members of the col
lege and community. Letters should be less
than 400 words, typewritten, and signed
with your name, address and phone number.
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar,
spelling and length. Opinions expressed are
not necessarily those of The White Pine
Press staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686
BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com
BY FAX: (231)995-2110
*

January 29, 2010

OPINION

WHITE PINE PRESS

07

What do you do to combat seasonal sadness?
"I just don't get
sad."
KYLE DILLON, 19
Automotive/Teaching

"Plenty of
stimulants."
TJ LEUTZ, 31
Visual
Communications

"I go to Kauai for
winter break."

"I blast music and
dance."

MARSHALL MARTIN, 22
Undecided

JESSICA
BARNHART, 18
Culinary Arts

sauna bvtes
"You can't be the one on drugs and the one in con
trol." COURTNEY LOVE on her recent recovery from
her drug addiction. People.com 1/25/10
"While American democracy is imperfect, few out
side the majority of this court would have thought
its flaws included a dearth of corporate money in
politics." From JUSTICE JOHN PAUL STEVENS writ
ing in his dissent against a U.S. Supreme Court de
cision to remove all limits on corporate spending in
campaigns. The New York Times 1/25/10

"On the Internet, people find that place and think
they can just speak their mind, but a lot of the time
you see how mean people are. in general, we just
need to be a kinder society." DAVID ARQUETTE said
about his wife (Courtney Cox) being trashed for her
weight by a New York Times fashion blogger. Foxnews.
com 1/20/10
"We're talking about dignity. We're talking about
security. We're talking about knowing your pension
is safe, your health insurance is reliable, your elder
ly parents and your children are going to be cared
for, your neighborhood is safe." JOE BIDEN said
after he was charged with helping the middle class.
Associated Press Writer. 1/25/10
"I did give up hope at the end." CHRISTY WOOLLEY
said about her husband being in Haiti when the earth
quakes hit. Dan Woolley was trapped under rumble for
65 hours before being rescued. Larry King Live. 1/22/10

"[I was] a little nervous at the start because I was
kind of afraid I was going to hurt people's feelings,"
JOE JONAS said to Ryan Seacrest on his guest judge
appearance on American Idol. Digital Spy.com 1/25/10
"I did some pole dancing. I got bruises all over my
legs. I tore myself up doing it. It sucked." KRISTEN
SEWART on her new film "Welcome to the Rileys."
E! Online 1/25/10.

"Listen to music.
KATELYN
SCHARLOW, 21
Social Work

"I find a purpose
for myself."
"You go dancing, keep
yourself active."

ERIK HAYES, 19
CIT

DANIELLE GERALDS, 19
Undecided

The cost of not changing
■

ALEXANDER BRAND

Press News Editor

The attempt to reform health care has caused a
panic across the United States, with the words “social
ism” and “death panels” being tossed about to dissuade
the public from accepting new policy. Yet, we tend to
forget that we’re talking about equality and fairness.
When looking at changing health care, the argu
ment constantly breaks down into the cost of sav
ing peoples’ lives. Yet, to put a price tag on someone’s
worth is extremely unethical. Where’s the money com
ing from? Who will ultimately pay for this? But does
it really matter? When it comes down to saving those
who cannot afford the high premiums of health insur
ance companies, should we really care about the cost?
The United States has no problem sinking truckloads of money into military programs, but when it
comes to health care the populace becomes hesitant to
take action and reform a crooked practice. The premi
ums for many health care policies are outrageous and
far beyond the means of millions in the United States.
When politicians state the cost of health care is too
much to handle, let me clarify: the budget for the De
partment of Defense in 2010 is roughly $700 billion,
which includes $500 billion of discretionary funding.
The estimated cost of health care reform is $1 trillion
over 10 years, meaning $100 billion a year. So, giv
ing the Department of Defense five times the cost of
health care reform in just discretionary funding is jus
tifiable, yet we can’t fund new care programs?!
Health care should be available to all at a reasonable
price, but that is not the only thing at stake. The real
issue is dehumanization in motion. Dehumanization
is defined as the process by which members of a group
of people assert the “inferiority” of another group
through subtle or overt acts or statements. When
health care is denied to a large group (nearly 46 mil
lion are without insurance) a “second class” of citizens
becomes even more entrenched. The United States has
seen this in a vast array of social problems, yet we have
overcome many of them. Why not this one?

As Garrison Keillor noted, “This is Democratic
bedrock: we don’t let people lie in the ditch and drive
past and pretend not to see them dying. Here on the
frozen tundra of Minnesota, if your neighbor’s car
won’t start, you put on your parka and get the jumper
cables out and deliver the Sacred Spark that starts their
car. Everybody knows this. The logical extension of
this spirit is social welfare and the myriad government
programs with long dry names all very uninteresting
to you until you suddenly need one and then you turn
into a Democrat. A liberal is a conservative who’s been
through treatment.”
Regardless of your political, social, or religious be
liefs, it is only right to provide for your fellow human
beings when they lack the ability to provide for them
selves. Throughout the history of humankind we had a
system of sharing responsibilities, whether it was care
taking, raising children, providing food or building
shelters. If someone was sick and couldn’t provide for their
family, the extended family and community would come
together to help the ill make it through the hard times.
Yet the idea of accumulating wealth has created a
new paradigm where we lose sight of the fact that we
are all human beings and deal with the same chal
lenges of existing in a world that is constantly chang
ing. The cost of not reverting back to seeing everyone
as equal is vast, for dehumanization often leads to the
death of culture and the loss of knowledge.
This may seem a far stretch for not putting $ 100
billion into health care reform every year, yet it is ex
tremely reflective of a culture’s beliefs and values. Ac
cording to the Institute of Medicine of the National
Academy of Sciences, the United States is the “only
wealthy, industrialized nation that does not ensure that
all citizens have coverage.”
Look to the future to attempt to decide for yourself
if Health Care reform is worth the cost. Some day you
or your children could be in the same boat as the 46
million uninsured, but by making a change we can be
certain that the future can be much brighter than the
past for all those that are in need.
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April 1960
Forty local theatre enthusiasts got together to perform You Cant Take It With
You at Traverse City High School (now Central High). This was the original
home of the Civic Players and they continued to use it until 1969.
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Wash your hands for
at least 20 seconds.
(ABOUT AS LONG AS IT TAKES TO SING

THE ALPHABET.)

Cover your cough
and sneezes.
(NO TISSUE? HEY, YOU HAVE A SLEEVE.)

To learn
more about flu prevention,
including
vaccines,
contact your
health care
provider, local
health
department,
or visit
michigan.gov/flu
or call 2-1-1.

TRANSFERRING CAN BE EASY.
Take the next steps toward earning a bachelor’s degree.
• Transfer scholarships up to $4,000 annually
• Transfer plans allow for easy transitions.

Stay home if
you’re sick.
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• Small class sizes averaging 15 students
• Campus in Traverse City and online.

(YOUR FRIENDS WILL LOVE YOU FOR IT.)

To create a personal transfer plan with an admissions
representative, please call 1-800-685-1600. Sign up foi a

personal transfer web page at www.davenport.edu/vip
Or visit www.davenport.edu/transfer for more information.

Get the flu vaccine.
(CHON DON’T BE A BABY.)
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HOUSE TURNS 50

Now
January 2010 - OTP restages- its first play, You Can’t Take It With You during its
50th season. As OTP Executive Director Phil Murphy said, “Everything we talk
about in this play is what people are dealing with.” It has to do with the economy
and enjoying what you have in your life.

I

JEANETTE HAGBERG

Press Staff Writer

A lot has happened in the past fifty years; Traverse City has
gained a high school, the Detroit Tigers have won two World
Series, we’ve gone through seven Michigan governors and elev
en US presidents and Grand Traverse County has seen amaz
ing developments in the theatrical community. That’s right;
this year the Old Town Playhouse (OTP) turns fifty and vol
unteers are helping the community celebrate the milestone.
If you’re headed down to check out this seasons produc
tions, don’t expect to just see a rehashing of the past fifty years.
“We didn’t want to spend the year wallowing in nostalgia;
we had a great fifty years, now we’re looking forward to the
next fifty,” said OTP’s Executive Director, Phil Murphy, who
encourages those who have never been to the theatre to come
out and see a show this season.
Five decades ago this April, a few local theatre enthusiasts
gathered to present the Traverse City Civic Players’ first per
formance of You Cant Take It With You at Traverse City High
School, now known as TC Central. From these meek begin
nings, the players have grown into the group that now occupies
(inhabits, maybe?) OTP; today’s thespians perform five Mainstage, three Studio and around four Children’s Theatre shows a
year.
The celebration of the fiftieth anniversary started in July with
a parade at the National Cherry Festival. OTP fiftieth Anniversa
ry chairperson, June Neal (SP) helped to organize volunteers from
the past 50 years riding in four cars during the Cherry Royale pa
rade. The group also created a float that featured the shows that
would be produced during the fiftieth season. Neal also helped
coordinate the banners placed in downtown Traverse City featur

ing the logo that is being used for the 50th anniversary.
On Aug. 29, 2009, at the Inside Out Gallery, volunteers from
die past fifty years gathered for a night of fun, laughter and friends.
“We took it over completely and saw a lot of people who
hadn’t been around in a long time. It was really the kickoff
party for the season,” said Neal.
In September, the playhouse kicked off the season with a
new piece for the community, Always, Patsy Cline. The play,
which was performed on the main stage, featured over 25 of
Patsy Cline’s songs and starred Joanie Stanley as Patsy Cline and
Sally Goggin as Louise Seger.
“Patsy Cline brought us a new audience,” said Phil Murphy
when asked why the show was chosen for the 50th season.
The 50th season has also seen the use of a new Studio Theatre
space at the Railway Station. On Oct. 14, The Book ofMatthew Liebowitz opened at the theatre on Woodmere Avenue. Because of the
physical constraints of OTft the space was experimentally sought
out. Using the theatre at Railway Station allows for Studio Theatre
production to have three-week runs rather than a shorter run of the
shows. This space is helping OTP to grow and develop as well as
looking down the road for the next fifty years.
In November, OTP invaded the heritage center’s commu
nity room; “There were almost three rooms full of props, set
pieces and costumes from the past fifty years,” said June Neal.
Some of these pieces are on display in the former Studio
Theatre at OTP and will be traveling throughout the commu
nity for the rest of the season. Neal explained, “In February
the display will be at the Traverse Area District Library and at
some point we will be at NMC.”
This season, OTP’s artistic committee suggested that the
Civic Players should present a show from each decade, but Phil
Murphy and others on the board of directors felt like this would
just be a bunch of revivals and wouldn’t interest the community.

Murphy commented on this by saying, “Let’s not do every
thing. Why don’t we remount You Cant Take It With You' It’s
funny.” Murphy, who has been working with OTP for thrity years, feels that this play is a great show to use in the fiftieth
season, partially because it was the first show used by the Civic
Players.
“The scripts are the same; the difference is in the time period
and placement. The sixties verses now.” He continued to clarify that
this play isn’t meant to be a copy of the original production in Tra
verse City, rather a reworking for today. Murphy pointed out dtat
Steve Smith, the director of this seasons version of You Cant Take It
With You, took the depression era comedy in a different direction.
Odier fiftieth season shows include Cats, which is a show that
OTP has wanted to do for years and finally was able to pull off this
past November. The Studio Theatres version of Sherlock Holmes:
The FinalAdventure will be played in February. In March the rockopera Rent will open for the first time in Traverse City. It was chosen
for this season because it has a strong appeal to the younger audi
ence that OTP seeks to engage. Noises Off, which is considered to be
the funniest play written in die 20th century, will open in May.
The celebration of the 50th season of community theatre in Tra
verse City will end with the Black and White Gala event in June.
As community theatre in Traverse City is looking toward the
future, those who work at OTP invite you to come down and see
what’s happening. Whether it’s auditioning for a play, building a set
of even sitting in the audience, OTP has something for everyone.
“The audience is an aggregate member of this theatre,” said
Murphy. He continued, extending an invitation to those interest
ed in volunteering, “Anybody that lives in the community is en
couraged to come down anytime and say ‘hey, can you use me?’”
OTP has provided a great fifty years for the community,
and it’s exciting to think what laughter, passion, surprise and
tragedy is in store for the next fifty.
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John held his smart phone up to his
history professors desk after class and
scanned the barcode. Immediately, all as
signments, homework as well as video with
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details on how Lewis and Clark made their
way across America—all were on their way
home with him.
Later that day, his younger brother,
still in high school downstate, an aspir
ing NMC student, paid a visit to the
Welcome Center. He held his smart
phone up to a scanning kiosk. An in
teractive tour of the NMC campus with
dynamic mapping points sent him off to
the library for orientation.
Their parents, driving up from Detroit,
way off course, ended up at the Polka Fest
in Cedar. Fortunately, Dad had an Apple
iPhone. He turned on the voice recogni
tion command and said: “Find NMC Os-

terlin Library.” Within seconds, they had
audio, step-by-step, directions right to
the Olsen parking lot because it noted the
Cherry lot was full.
This kind of app doesn’t exist yet but
hold on to your hat. There’s a massive
number of new apps swallowing up ev
erything and anything that gets in their
way and people are making a boatload of
money doing it.
The beauty of smart phones is that we
get a device that’s also an interactive com
puter that can read, interpret read and in
teract with external data - even images
most anywhere in the world if you have an
app for it. (i.e., take a picture of the Dennos museum sign and instantly see what is
on display inside).
Wikipedia defines apps as “Application
software designed to help the user perform
a particular task primarily for a mobile de
vice such as a Smart phone”.
There are dozens of Smart phones
out, but the big three are the Apple
iPhone, which currently only runs on
the AT&T network. The Motorola
Droid, which runs on the Verizon Net
work and the new Google Nexus One.
Just announced at the 2010 CES show,

the Nexus One will run on multiple car
riers starting with T-Mobile.
Currently there are over 100,000 apps
for the iPhone and roughly 20,000 for
the others but hundred are being added
each day.
Apple’s iTunes app Store provides a
platform for marketing, selling and distrib
uting apps but downloads are available all
over the Internet.
Years ago, I was astonished when one
of my students shared with me that he
was making $4000 to $6000 monthly by
placing Google ads on his website. His
website was hammerzone.com and spe
cialized in home repair tutorials. He had
visitors click on Google ads placed on
his website. That in turn generated a few
pennies per click-through. I didn’t be
lieve him until he logged onto his account
and showed me a $5500 deposit into his
bank for the month of June.
Smart phone apps have similar potential.
For example, you create a game and
offer it for free. It catches on. Then you
offer an upgraded version for a few dol
lars. That’s what Ethan Nicholas, devel
oper of a tank artillery game called iShoot,
did. He quit his job the day his app rose

to No. 1 in the App Store, earning him
$37,000 in a single day and $600,000 over
six months.
The beauty of the technology is that
it opened up opportunities for the aver
age Joe.
If you know how to come up with a
successful Smart phone app then it could
mean cash in your pocket. They’re inde
pendent app-coders (bing it!) who will
code any idea you might have and then list
it in the iTunes store.
Competition for apps is fierce as ex
pected. “There are hundreds or thou
sands whose apps just get ignored in the
store,” said Erica Sadun, a programmer
and the author of “The iPhone Develop
er’s Cookbook.”
The long odds haven’t stopped peo
ple from attending classes and seminars
on writing smart phone apps. Last fall,
at Stanford University, an undergradu
ate course called “Computer Science 193iPhone Application Programming,” had
150 students apply for a course that only
held 50.
Who’ll be the first to develop an NMC app?

Find your tribe - they're all around you
Once while traveling to another country, I sat next to a
very devout Mennonite man who was about my age. We
must have been an interesting sight; he, in his traditional
costume, and I in all white. From a certain perspective we
had nothing in common, but in truth, we had everything
in common. We were both in our mid-twenties and very

HERE AND
THERE
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willingly devoted to our spiritual path and so our conver
sation revolved around our commitment to knowing God
and how strange that commitment seemed to other people
our own age in particular. We talked about the differences,
but we focused more on the common ground between us.
That common ground makes all the difference.
It is this common ground that makes us all better peo
ple who live happier lives. No matter what the differenc
es, there is always a place we can choose to meet another
person. Anyone who truly believes otherwise is deceiving
themself. Honesty is required in certain situations to re
move the biases and fears which keep us locked away from
the rest of the world - those people over there who are
NOT like us.
This truth is proven when we find ourselves far from
home and seeing something that inspires the comfort of the
familiar. For example, Petoskey stones are very dear to my
heart because they remind me of long walks at Point Betsie lighthouse with my grandmother as a child. They also

remind me of “home.” I know with certainty, were I to see
a woman wearing a piece of Petoskey stone jewelry in an
airport in Denver, I would feel a slight sense of comfort. It
wouldn’t matter if she were someone I couldn’t relate to on
any level, only that we had a common bond in that stone.
While this phenomenon is certainly our desire to super
sede our sense of separations in order to know a sense
of belonging and the comfort it can bring, I think that
this primal desire to belong to a tribe is one that we do
not listen to often enough. If we did, we may be more
helpful and caring toward one another rather than
measuring our standing against those in our vicinity.
“I wonder if he makes as much money as I do.” “Is she
married or is she a single mother?” We gather infor
mation very quickly about people and decide if we are
better or worse off than they are.
A sense of belonging is important to us all - even
if it is just among our peers in our area of “expertise.”
It seems to be a primal need. We want to find our
tribe. Whether it is as a member of the Grand Tra
verse Yacht Club, Alcoholics Anonymous, the Herbal
Alliance of Northern Michigan, La Leche League, or
(
the Masons, we want to know where we fit, belong
and can be surrounded by people of like mind.
When we are given clues that others are like us
somehow, we feel safe, at ease and like we belong.
The outer expressions of symbolism we equate with
common ground, such as a Petoskey stone, an Om
symbol, or a sweatshirt that says, “Traverse City,” are
just as valid and powerful, and maybe more intrigu
ing, as the more obvious ways we experience our
sense of belonging.
It may be worthwhile for us all to seek the com

mon ground of our belonging and recognize that there
is far more to be shared between us than we have ever
thought possible. Considering what our tribe could be,
we may begin to realize the potential for a much more ex
panded world in which to experience belonging.
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The price of getting high
HIGH
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pilot as someone who flies for an airline, in reality
all working pilots hold the same license, a Com
mercial Pilot Certificate. This literally is what allows
a pilot to make money flying airplanes, and flying
for the airlines is only one of the jobs performed by
these professionals. Banners at the beach, skydiving,
even certain crops wouldn’t exist without pilots,
and it is these jobs that NMC aviation students re
ally get interested in as they build time in the air.
As a commercial pilot myself, I’ve thought long
and hard about which aviation job suits me. No
matter what I choose to do, I’ll need a signifi
cant amount of flight time to even get employers
to look at my resume. With more than 800 flight
hours left to complete before I reach the mini
mum time most employers look for, the problem
of gaining those hours (without selling my organs)
becomes finding an entry-level job. Most pilots
start off their careers as instructors.
At first this boggled my mind. Brand new pi
lots teaching other people to fly? But it makes
sense. The best way to really learn something in
side and out is to have to teach it to someone who
doesn’t know anything about the subject. After a
thousand hours of teaching the
same material, it stops being
second nature and becomes
something else entirely, and
employers realize this. A “Cer
tified Flight Instructor” rating
shows a prospective employ
er that they’re interviewing a
skilled professional.
Room Rates: $400-$450/mo.
But a flight instructor needs
Wireless Internet
students. With the current
All utilities included!
economy and downturn in avia
Fully furnished rooms
tion hirings, why would any
Downtown TC
one spend the time and money
Month-to-month leasing
learning this trade? Simple.
There’s no feeling in the world
231 947 6360
1521/2 E. Front Street
like leaving everything behind
www.thewhitinghotel.com
for a little while. To defy gravity
and fly with the birds (although
hopefully not too close). This
feeling is addictive. It gets into
Get Your Java On your blood and you’ll accept the
hard work, long nights of study,
hideous sums of money leav
Bring this ad to Cafe CREMA and claim your free
ing your wallet, and even being
large cup of coffee with NMC id. Whatever your
made to wear a tie just to be
roast - it's all organic and fair trade.
able to go up again tomorrow.
Power Up
Jeb Bailey has had a lifelong
Tap into our free uber-fast Wi-Fi.
interest
in aviation. For the past
Open Mic Night
Stop by Mondays from 4:30 to 7 PM
two years he has attended NMC
(voices and instruments welcome!}.
in the aviation program. He holds
Latin Dance Night
a Commercial Pilot certificate
Stop by Wednesdays from 4:30 to 7 pm for Latin
with an Instrument rating, and
night with free lessons and demonstrations.
is currently studying to become a
Certified Flight Instructor.

Flying is a passion to some, a job to others.
With tightened airline security and skyrocketing
fuel costs, many experts in the industry are wonder
ing what the future holds for aviation. At NMC,
students and instructors are betting on a return to
the glory days when “Pilot” was as prestigious as
“Movie Star.”
I was surprised when I first looked into NMC.
I was looking for a school relatively close to
home that had a flight program. What I found
was one of the better programs anywhere. NMC
uses brandnew, Garmin GlOOO-equipped Cessna
172SP aircraft. For those of you that have no idea
what I just said, Cessna’s 172 Skyhawk is possibly
the safest, easiest to fly, and most forgiving air
plane ever designed. While the structural design
hasn’t changed much since the mid sixties, the
Garmin G1000 avionics package rivals technology
currently in use on commercial carriers, and even
on military levels. This aircraft, combined with an
experienced and helpful staff, produces an avia
tion- training course that truly prepares students
for a career as a commercial pilot.
While the general public thinks of a commercial

The New Whiting

FREE at Cafe CREMA!

Downtown on the corner of front & Park
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Putting the bro
in brothel
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On Jan. 13, 2010, a revolutionary event occurred that flew mosdy
under the radar. This event challenged social norms; it brought about
questions of change and moving forward towards a new tomorrow.
On this monumental Wednesday, America welcomed the first of a new
breed into the world: the first legal American male prostitute.

DON'T DO IT
IN THE DARK

■

ALEXANDER BRAND
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This man goes by the name of “Markus” and is the'first male
to work for Shady Lady Ranch brothel, located roughly two hours
northwest of Las Vegas. Yet Markus does not see himself as a pros
titute, he sees himself as a surrogate lover. In an exclusive interview
with Details, Markus is quoted saying the following:
“Basically this is the first time in the economy of the United Stater
that a male has actually stood up and said, ‘I want to do this for a liv
ing,’ and be protected under law to do it. It’s just the same as when
Rosa Parks decided to sit at the front instead of the back. She was
proclaiming her rights as a disadvantaged, African-American older
woman. And I’m doing the same. I’m actually standing up now, and
hopefully I can be supported by the male community and be under
stood as a person. This actually isn’t about selling my body. This is
about changing social norms.”
Now, whether or not Markus will one day be considered as ground
breaking a figure as Rosa Parks is debatable, but let’s be honest, it most
likely isn’t going to happen. But the fact of the matter is that Markus is
not only challenging social norms, but directly altering them. Markus
says he does not wish to be called a prostitute due to the term’s nega
tive stigma. Markus sees himself as more of a gigolo, someone who will
truly show love and compassion (for $200 an hour).
Whether or not you agree with Markus’ decision to become a gigolo,
one thing is clearly certain: as Bob Dylan so beautifully said, “the times
they are a-changin.” The average American hears the word “prostitute” (oi
gigolo in Markus’ case) and immediately thinks of a woman in 5-inch
stilettos and a mini skirt, working the street corner every night.
But, if you look at Markus, he is far from that. Markus looks
healthy and young. He is also educated, having attended the Univer
sity of North Alabama, majoring in political science and internation
al relations, before dropping out to join the military.
So as social norms are torn down and reassembled, try to remem
ber that the world is constantly moving and changing. Although you
may not always agree with the changes that are made, it is your re
sponsibility to adapt to the new world around you. You do not have
to accept all the changes, but you will have to learn to live with them.
And as the world invites new unique characters like Markus onto the
playing field of social change, we will surely be seeing drastic changes
in social norms and acceptance in many spectrums of life.
Unfortunately, this may be the last we hear from Markus. Short
ly after this interview with Details, the owners of the Shady Lady
Ranch brothel hit Markus with a gag-order.
Although they have silenced Markus, it is too late to silence the
change that Markus has made to social normality and acceptance. As
the world continues to change, the people must be aware of the new
ideas and lifestyles that are born. I’m not saying you have to embrace
Markus or make use of his services, but you do need to accept the fact
that the world is constantly changing and realigning, a process that will
never stop. It is up to you to stay informed of the changes in the world
around you and attempt to take part in the shifting of ideals.
As Thomas Jefferson advised us, “Whenever the people are wellinformed, they can be trusted with their own government.”
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Neo Ned:
The complete package

Lovely Bones
Movie fails to live up to book

KENDALL KAYE SPRATT

Press A&E Editor
Every once in awhile I happen across a movie
that I want to share with everyone, a movie that
makes me say, “I shouldn’t be the only person to
have seen this movie!” My most recent discovery
is Neo Ned.
Growing up Ned was a hyper kid who found
trouble—or went looking for it—all the time, and
this pattern continues into his adulthood. His
jailbird dad abandons him sending Ned into and
out of foster homes. He never finds a real family.
In his longing for that elusive familial connection,
Ned joins the Aryan Brotherhood. When Ned is
accused of murdering an African American man,
his lawyer gets him placed in a mental hospital.
While in the hospital Ned meets Rachel, a young
African American woman who says Adolf Hit
ler has been reincarnated in her. They strike up an
unusual friendship that soon leads to something
more. When Ned is released from the hospital he
comes back for Rachel and together they leave and
try to make a life together. Ned pushes Rachel to
remember her dark childhood and forces her to
seek revenge. Meanwhile, Ned is forced to face his
biggest enemy, himself.

This isn’t your typical setup. Although this
movie is dealing with a rather dark subject matter it
is handled well.
This movie has a beauty and sophistication that
I haven’t experienced in a lot of movies. It manag
es to be witty and at the same time heartbreaking;
harsh and tender and always keeping my atten
tion. The characters are multi-faceted and grow
and learn from their experiences and each other.
The writer Tim Boughn deserves a standing ova
tion for his script.
Jeremy Renner (The Hurt Locker) plays Ned,
who despite all his faults—and there are many—
manages to be charming. Renner is incredible in
this role. I hardly know where to begin in singing
his praises. He was flawless as Ned. He had the atti
tude down and really embodied the character.
Gabrielle Union is poignant as Rachel. Union
plays the hurting young woman with a softness that
draws you in.
The plot, subject matter, actors and soundtrack
in this movie blend together and are combined as
a complete package. Not a lot of movies can claim
this as a bragging right.
Neo Ned was released in
2005 and won several (well
deserved) awards at several
film festivals including: Best
Actor, Best Actress, Best Di
rector, best Screenplay and
Best Feature Film.
Maybe you’re wonder
ing why I’m talking about
a movie that has been out
for five years versus a movie
that has just come to the
aters. Well going to see a
nine-dollar movie is out of
the question right now. Or
maybe you’re bored with all
of the less then average mov
ies being made lately. Well
if either or both of those de
scriptions describe you my
advice is to stop by your
local video store and pick
up Neo Ned. It will prob
ably cost about a dollar to
rent this extraordinary film.
You’ll be satisfied and your
wallet won’t suffer.

B
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As movies go, The Lovely Bones wasn’t terrible. But, as storylines
go, the book was better. Trite but true. The movie stars an A-list cast,
but fails to glint like the diamonds they wear on the red carpet.
Rachel Weisz and Mark Wahlberg play the grieving parents of the
recently murdered Susie Salmon. The family portrays a tight knit
group, until small cracks begin to appear. These cracks become fault
lines upon Susie’s murder.
Susie herself is still a major player in the movie however, and is
played well by Saoirse Ronan. The bright-eyed innocence coupled
with palpable fear makes her murder scene gruesome though we never
see a drop of blood. She watches from the In Between, a place which
the director oscillates between being perfect bliss and brutal unhappi
ness for what is lost. As she watches her family, she see’s the obsession
her father has for finding her murderer, who lives right in the neigh
borhood. Slowly, the family disintegrates, and Susie is left wondering
if her holding onto them from the “In Between” is the cause.
The movie could transcend into blah-dom if not for a stellar per
formance from Stanley Tucci as the serial killer George Harvey. He
is terrifying, absolutely chilling. His friendly neighbor gone terribly
awry vibe sends shivers down your spine, and beautifully executed
cinematography creates trepidation like none other.
In addition to Tucci’s performance, it must be said that the pow
erful message behind The Lovely Bones is impacting. Though the
actors fail to impress emotionally; the concept of child abduction,
and their gruesome murders are impressed upon the viewer. Though
it may not hold to Alice Sebold’s novel, the screen adaptation contains
some merit.
The scenes from the in between are what kill this film, that’s all
there is to it. The “In Between” scenes are not as powerful as Sebold’s
fierce descriptions in the novel. Though Peter Jackson tries to direct
this with an artist’s hand, he fails at moments. That would be okay, if
the book hadn’t been so wonderful.
Rated PG-13 for mature thematic material involving disturbing
violent content and images, and some language.
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Print It and They Will Come

New on DVD

Local bookstores persist despite changing times

Whip It

I

13

NORMA JEAN MACNAUGHTON

Press Staff Writer

In a land of downloadable formats for Kindles,
local bookstores keep the printed page alive. Nich
es like The Bookie Joint in downtown Traverse City
and Brilliant Books of Suttons Bay are a safe haven
for book lovers everywhere.
Reading a book is a visceral experience, one that
no small hand held-device can compete with. The
search, the find and the devouring are all integral
to reading. You cannot download the experience
of flipping through pages laden with imagination
and artistry; or the sensory connection of smelling
wood threshed into paper and the excitement of
turning to the first page and voraciously consuming
its introductory comments.
These experiences are unmatchable, a point
that owner of The Bookie Joint, Jann Norton, is
familiar with.
“I can’t imagine a time in our lives where we lose
the love of reading a great book, sitting by the fire
with a glass of wine, cup of tea or whatever pleases
your palate,” say Norton.
Norton has owned The Bookie Joint for almost
four years, and keeps true to its roots of being the go
to place for used books, as well as rare and hard to
find reads. The shop is located on 124 S. Union St.
and stands out due to the panoply of bumper stickers
found in the front window. For those shopping on a
budget, (and those without a Kindle) she offers a wide
variety of tides that span over 22 genres. The store also
houses a variety of bumper stickers, humorous cards
and buttons that appeal to open minded people.
The Bookie Joint appears to be weathering the
e-reading trend well, as Norton said the sales at the
store have remained the same since opening. Nor
ton recognizes that larger book stores aren’t fairing
so well, but feels strongly that local book places like
hers are important to the community.
“I have to believe we are viable alternative for
those on a budget. Traverse City
is a very unique and special place,
and I can’t conceive of a time
when my store would be obsolete,”
she says.
Though Norton believes that
growing technologies like e-read
ers will not kill the printed word,
she does feel that its important
to keep up with the times. As
does Peter Makin, owner of Bril
liant Books.
Makin opened Brilliant Books
2007, when he moved from Lon
don to the hamlet of Suttons Bay.
He was taken with the people and
atmosphere of the small village
and though he had no experience
in retail or books he felt the town
could be great with Brilliant Books
as a part of it.
As a new bookstore, Brilliant
Books doesn’t yet have the longev
ity and niche vibe that The Bookie
Joint maintains. However Makin

sees that it is becoming a popular.
“We’re not only resource for the local commu
nity in that we have books they need when they
need them, but we’re becoming a destination,”
states Makin.
The bookstore, which is part of the American
Booksellers Association “IndieBound” program,
carries bestseller titles as well as the best among
various genres. With a cozy feel, and perfect seating
for afternoon reading, Makin has created a sanctu
ary for readers of all ages.
As for the e-book and techno trends, both stores
use these trends to varying degrees to increase sales.
Both stores easily maneuver in an era of gadgetry
and lightening speed websites.
“We embrace the e-book, which is why we sell
them on our website,” says Makin. “I don’t believe,
however, that the e-book will mean the death of the
printed page.”
The same can be said for The Bookie Joint, who
keeps up with the tech advanced age by selling rare
and hard to find books online as well as buying must
haves for customers searching for just the right thing.
Readers everywhere can rejoice, knowing, in
this fast-paced nation, that books will always have a
shelf in our communities. This is especially true in
northern Michigan, which contain bounteous book
gems such as Brilliant Books and The Bookie Joint.
Ultimately, reading hard copies of books can
never be replaced. Though e-books may supple
ment a sturdy culture of printed pages, they will
never make them obsolete.
“The rustle of the pages, the smell of the book,
the feel of the paper. These are important to the
overall experience of reading. The desire for that
will always exist in one way or another,” says
Makin; to which readers everywhere can respond
“Cheerio!”

Drew Barrymore makes her directorial debut with this spunky,
upbeat film. Whip It is about Bliss Cavendar (Ellen Page) a reluc
tant pageant contestant who needs direction and is begging to find
her calling. Enter: Roller Derby. Lying to her mother she becomes
Babe Ruthless and embarks on her new dream. Through her new life
she discovers love, friendship, the will to fight for her dreams and
how to be her own hero!
The screenplay was written by Shauna Cross, the author of the
Whip It the novel.
Other than Ellen Page, Marcia Gay Harden and Drew Barry
more, most of the other actors associated with this movie are rela
tively unknown.
Whip it comes outJanuary 26
Rated PG-13 for sexual content including crude dialogue, language
and drug material.

Rothbury Cancelled
Rothbury Music Festival, the four-day music and art festival with
a focus on sustainability, has been cancelled, wrecking summer plans
for music fans across the state.
“For 2010, we have had to make the tough decision to postpone our
efforts,” said festival organizers in the Rothbury newsletter. “A contribut
ing factor is that.. .we now believe that timing will not allow for us to as
semble the cutting edge roster that everyone has come to expect.”
The festival started in 2008 and another was held in 2009, both
on the Fourth of July weekend at the Double JJ Ranch in Rothbury,
MI. The first year’s attendance was estimated at 50,000 people.In the
past Rothbury has featured such artist as, Zappa Plays Zappa, Per
petual Groove, Snoop Dogg, 311, Keller Williams, Dave Matthews
Band, Steel Pulse, Colbie Caillat, John Mayer, Taj Mahal, Cold War
Kids, Flogging Molly, The Hard Lessons, Bob Dylan, etc.
It’s too bad that the festival, which is as much about community
togetherness as sizzling music, won’t have the opportunity to show
fans that they don’t need a super famous lineup to have a good time.
Hopefully, they’ll be back strong in Summer 2011.

CHEAPBOOKS.COM
textbooks: bought and sold, new and used, online buybacks

visit

cheapbooks.com
or call

(260) 399-61 I I
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Army of Two: The 40th Day
I

scon PELL

Press Staff Writer

A/wy ofTwo: The 40th Day drops Rois and Salem,
the main characters from the last game in Shanghai, in
for another job. Things pick up after the first mission
when an unknown force is attacking die entire city.
Army of Two has a strong focus on cooperative
play, and players can go split-screen, online, or have
an AI controlled partner. The 40th Day has some
nice additions from the last game, such as the GPS
that allows players to tag enemies, making them
known to their partner; it can also show players ex
actly where they need to go.
Army ofTwo has a cool feature where players can
earn money to spend on upgrading and customizing
their weaponry. The customization has everything
from bayonets to silencers and even a giant metal
plate to put on the front of the gun for protection
against enemy fire. Customizing the gun itself is fun.
Players can take the barrel of one gun and the stock
of another to create their very own Franken-gun.
Then slap on a cool paint job or have it gold plated.
Players can take their makeshift-guns out on the field
and have a great time with the campaign mode.
The gameplay on campaign works similarly to that
of the first game, but the AI is smarter. The game has an
“agro” meter that measures how much attention players
are drawing to themselves. This allows for complex and
intricate teamwork to be used. The campaign mode
also offers up decisions to be made at key points in the
story line, with positive or negative repercussions de

pending on what the player has chosen to do.
Players have opportunities to save civilians during
their romp though the war tom streets of Shanghai. Ci
vilians are pretty valuable to players because they give
money, parts for gun customization, and offer support
during the most crucial parts of the game. This defi
nitely encourages players to go through again and play
differently. Even if players are going alone, the AI part
ners are actually rather smart. If the partner advances,
they do it safely, taking out enemies and creating gaps
through which to advance. With only three different
commands, the AI partner control is very simple.
The presentation of the game is solid. The music
and the graphics are all par for the course. There are
areas in the game that really stand out. The game func
tions well, creating a playable environment which offers
up some intense fire fights. However, the environments
were rather plain. The voice acting for the main char
acters were all well done, and there are even exchanges
of clever dialogue in between them, but something is
wrong with the audio levels apparently and I couldn’t
hear what they were saying. The game does not provide
any options for adjusting audio levels at all, not even al
lowing for subtitles. Ifyou’re not too concerned with
what the people are saying and more concerned with
shooting bad guys, you will be very satisfied.
All in all, Army of Two: The 40th Day is a solid
game. Cooperative is always fun, and I’m glad that
they included split screen. The game is fun, and in
the end that’s all that matters.
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Why choose CMU’s

Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education Program?
“I was so impressed with the enthusiasm and support from the CMU advisors
throughout my undergraduate experience. One of them even called a potential
employer with a job recommendation four years after I'd graduated!"
- Megan Hancock, BS in Elementary Education, TCAPS teacher

"Central Michigan University's elementary education program in Traverse City is a
high quality education program that promotes excellence and student success. It
provides students with the skills to make a positive difference in their community."
- Rose Gallagher, BS in Elementary Education, GTACS teacher

"With CMU’s Traverse City program, I was able to get all of my classes in Traverse
City, which allowed me to stay in the area and work part-time, too. My experience
in CMU's Off-Campus Elementary Education program was truly positive, and I
would highly recommend it to anyone."
- Matthew Dickinson, BS in Elementary Education, Trinity Lutheran teacher

They chose CMU. Shouldn't you?
/"* K XT f

We make ft P°ss’b,e- Central Michigan University in Traverse City.

CMU

Call 231-995-1756 or toll-free 877-268-4636 today!
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www.cel.cmich.edu/traversecity

University
Center

Traverse.City@cmich.edu
Opening New Doors

CMU is an AA/EO institution (see www.cmich.edu/aaeo).www.cmich.edu/offcampuscmuoffcampus@cmich.edu 27444 1/10
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You Can’t Take It with You will be presented by the Old Town Play
house to celebrate its 50th anniversary. This is a new production of
the classic comedy. Thursday, Jan. 28 through Saturday, Jan. 29 at
8:00 p.m., and 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 31. Great for the whole
family, this production is sure to leave you with your side splitting.
For more information visit office@oldtownplayhouse.com or call
(231) 947-2210.
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Get Paid for
Being Creative!

NMC info on the go!

Ms

Join Ike staff of the White Pine Press.

We need:

Snowshoeing Through the Woods. Grand Traverse Conservation

• Webmaster

District will be holding a family snowshoe hike Saturday, Jan. 30,
from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. Held at the Boardman Nature Center, fam
ily members can enjoy time together while exploring the trails of the
Natural Education Reserve. Those without snowshoes don’t need to
worry: Brick Wheels is offering 50 percent rentals for both kids and
adults. Call the store for more details.
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• News Writers

osures

• Columnist
• Feature Writer
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(tick on' Personal info”,

• Graphic Designers
• Photograghers

2nd Annual “Soup-er Bowl, Women & Snow.” Sunday, Jan. 31

from 1-4 p.m. at Timber Ridge Resort. Come XC ski, snowshoe &
make new friends. Bring a dish to pass, soup or snack & beverage of
your choice. Donations of canned food are being accepted for the
Father Fred food pantry. Cost is $7 for a trail pass, free to Timber
Ridge season passholders. Equipment rentals are available by calling
(231) 947-2770 to reserve or see www.timberridgeresort.net.

Stop by the office in the lower level of West Hall
and pick up an application.

Or Call 995-1573;
email whitepinepress@gmail.com

Annual White Pine Stampede. Saturday, Feb. 6, Mancelona. This

Michigan Cup cross-country ski race (in 10k, 20k and 50k loops)
starts in the village of Mancelona and travels a hilly course through
the wooded forests around the Shanty Creek Resorts. Phone: (231)
587-8812; www.whitepinestampede.org.
The Jack Sprat Low-Fat World Tour, Saturday, Feb. 6 11:00 a.m.

This fun-filled musical production drives home the importance of
healthy eating in the fight against heart disease and obesity. This
sixty-minute musical program features lots of audience participation.
Your family will pretend to be antibodies fighting disease, dish their
feelings about vegetables on “The Okra Winfrey Show,” and even
dance the Vitamin C conga! And best of all, they will come away
with the ability to make wholesome food choices for the rest of their
lives! Tickets are $10/adults, $5/kids under 18, available at www.
dennosmuseum.org or by calling (231) 995-1553. Family Day art
activities and gallery hunts in the Museum are included in the ticket
price and will take place between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.

adventures
start here.

Bob James and Keiko Matsui. Feb. 6; 8:00 p.m., Dennos Muse

um Center, Milliken Auditorium. James from the United States and
Matsui from Japan, blend their different styles which are as differ
ent from those legends of jazz’s past as fusion is from boogie-woogie.
James and Matsui are linked to the tradition of what’s called “fourhand piano,” where two players sit down at one instrument and play
the music that was captured in their CD recording Dancing on the
Water. $25/ticket. Phone: (231) 995-1553 or see www.dennosmuseum.org.
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“Why the Arctic Matters,” Mead Treadwell, chair, U.S. Arctic Re
search Commission. Feb. 18, 5:30 p.m. reception; 6:00 p.m., lecture
and discussion; Dennos Museum Center. A 30-year resident of Alas
ka, Treadwell has worked in business, government and academia, es
tablishing a broad range of research programs in technology, ecology,
social science and policy. All current educators and students are ad
mitted free. For tickets or more or information, call NMC Extended
Educational Services at 231-995-1700.

2010 Tasters’ Guild Auction. Set for Feb. 26, at 7 p.m., the annual

Tasters’ Guild Auction to benefit NMC’s Great Lakes Culinary In
stitute will feature two new raffles in addition to the traditional live
and silent auctions. Held at the Hagerty Center on NMC’s Great
Lakes campus, the event features international cuisines prepared by
Great Lakes Culinary Institute students, with local and select region
al and international wines. Net proceeds go toward academic schol
arships, books and equipment for students. Tickets for the Tasters’
Guild event are $45 per person in advance, $600 for a reserved VIP
table for 10, and $50 at the door. This event begins at 7 p.m. Feb.
26 and usually sells out in advance. For more information, call (231)
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O’Brien vs. Leno
Final show leaves Conan O'Brien unemployed after 17 years with NBC and late-night hosting

I

WILL MCCONNELL

Press Staff Writer

Following weeks of conspiracy theories, cheap shots,
and Team COCO rallies, as of Friday, Jan. 22, The Tonight
Show with Conan O’Brien has officially ended.
After O’Brien took command of The Tonight Show
seven months earlier, no one expected a primetime tele
vision show featuring Jay Leno at 10 p.m. And that isn’t
much of a stretch — because no one watched it when it
premiered. It was butchered by critics, unfunny, stale; you
get the idea. NBC wanted to save money by having a talk
show instead of expensive scripted programming. It seems
like NBC execs are under some kind of spell emanating
from Leno’s creepy-uncle’ personality.
In turn, the non-existent ratings of The Jay Leno Show
affected NBC affiliates’ ratings and NBC ended up los
ing money. Fast. They pulled the plug on Leno’s 10 p.m.
timeslot, and in doing so, decided to make additional,
awful changes as well.
If NBC had wanted a host to not be funny, they must
have forgotten that Carson Daly still has a show at 1:35
a.m.; but when presented with the idea of using Daly for

more .than a 1:35 a.m. show we have to ask ourselves, who
is Carson Daly?
O’Brien was asked to push The Tonight Show back to
12:35 a.m„ his previous time slot, and O’Brien promptly
refused - stating in a public letter to NBC that he’d rather
“walk.” In a staggering $42 million settlement, O’Brien
agreed to leave The Tonight Show, around $32 million
being his to keep, while negotiating around $7.5 million
for his employees — who had moved with the show across
the country when O’Brien replaced Leno.
NBC execs firmly state they own O’Brien’s intellectu
al property - including such recurring jokes and bits like
Triumph the Insult Comic Dog and even O’Brien’s signa
ture “string dance” with which he opened shows. And due
to contractual agreements, O’Brien won’t be able to make
any media appearances for seven months.
Why didn’t NBC just grease these two gentlemen up,
throw them in a pit, and let the best man win? If this were
the case, Conan, clearly nine feet tall, would only have
been in danger of Leno’s gargantuan jaw (it gives him a
much lower center of gravity). Such a match would have
made more sense than what NBC actually did. Leno is 59

years old and married to a woman named Mavis - com
pared with Conan, 46, and genuinely funny.
How does it take more than two seconds to rationally
think this one out?
O’Brien closed his final show with a request to fans:
“Please do not be cynical. I hate cynicism - for the re
cord, it’s my least favorite quality, it doesn’t lead anywhere.
Nobody in life gets exactly what they thought they were
going to get. But if you work really hard and you’re kind,
amazing things will happen.”
Late Night with Jimmy Fallon followed on the heels of
O’Brien’s final broadcast, and everyone in America imme
diately changed the channel.
The future of late night talk shows looks bleak. An era
has concluded.
But for anyone who still watches television, in these
“post-Conan” times, as I refer to it, reruns of The Tonight
Show with Conan O’Brien will air until the beginning of
March; when Jay Leno will return, disappointing millions
once again.

Inaugural Comedy Festival
The First Annual Traverse City Comedy Arts Fes
tival promises "The Best in American Comedy"
Promising to bring a temporary escape of Northern Michigan’s
wintery doldrums, the first Traverse City Comedy Arts Festival looks
to bring comedy where it’s needed most.
Or so it claims, with headliners Roseanne Barr, John Waters, and
J.B. Smoove; it will also be featuring some less-than-well-known co
medians, like Whitney Cummings. They’ll all be performing during
the weekend-long festival, from Feb. 19 to 21 - tickets go on sale
starting Jan. 31.
The festival is organized by local filmmaker Michael Moore and
Jeff Garlin, executive producer of HBO’s Curb Your Enthusiasm. The
two are promising quite a turnout. And with the past success of the
TC Film Festival, this is setting itself up to be a success as well.
Numerous events will be taking place across the city - from the
State Theatre and City Opera House, to the Old Town Playhouse, to
outdoor events; the festival will be hard to miss.
While I have my own qualms on Roseanne Barr headlining, the
saving grace of the comedy line-up is Mike Birbiglia, well known for
his stand-up specials on Comedy Central; he’s someone you will not
want to miss. Often likened to Demetri Martin and Jim Gaffigan,
Birbiglia is as underrated as they come — definitely look for him in
February.
With the Traverse City Film Festival bringing in $5 to $10 mil
lion every year, it’s well established, if not a staple in the local econo
my. And if all goes well with the new comedy festival, even more can
be expected in the future — Moore is planning a book festival for fall
of 2010.
And beyond that, we could even expect a festival.. .about festivals!
Here’s hoping!
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