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They bring the 
culture to 
Traverse 
City

This week meet 
Priscilla Liang - 
the second in a 
series of profiles 
ofNMC's 
international 
students.

Instructors 
are people, too

Find out what 
your professors are 
doing on their "off" time.

Intramurals:^  ̂
just the
pick-me-up^^^ 
you need

Check out the sports offerings at 
NMC this semester.

We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may

Photo Cred.t/SEAN PATTFRSON

No excuse for parking violators
New ticketing practice keeps offenders honest

■ JACK HAGEN
Press Editor-In-Chief

It’s no big secret that at the start of each 
school year, campus security tickets dozens of 
vehicles—as many as 100 in one day, mostly 
because drivers don’t have up-to-date parking 
permits, said Jim White, NMC assistant 
director of campus safety and security.

But what students, faculty and staff 
may not know is that parking enforcers 
are now also snapping photos along with 
issuing tickets, specifically when they find 
that the free, college-issued parking stickers 
are improperly applied on vehicles. Taking 
pictures gives security officers, who include 
both campus security staff and city parking 
enforcement officers, proof that a violation 
occurred should anyone attempt to fight the 
ticket, White said.

“It’s also good for my sanity, to know 
that I’m not ticketing people unfairly,” 
said Doug, a city ofTraverse City parking 
enforcement officer who asked that his

last name not be printed per a city policy 
protecting the identity of those who issue 
tickets. While receiving any kind of ticket 
may feel unfair, and indeed some students, 
faculty, and staff opt to fight their violation, 
a ride-along with Doug earlier this week 
revealed insight into the world of campus 
parking enforcement.

First, to dispel a common rumor,
Doug insists he doesn’t have a minimum or 
a maximum quota for tickets to be issued 
each day. He does average around 50 to 60 
citations daily, nearly all for cars without 
parking permits.

He encounters scores of frustrated 
people, which can in turn be frustrating 
for him, but he observes that it always 
seems most reasonable to people to hate the 
messenger when in fact you’re the one guilty 
of wrongdoing.

“It’s not that I want to give you a ticket,”

Doug said. “You give yourself the ticket when 
you decide where to park. We let you make 
your choice and we enforce that choice ... It’s 
not about me, it’s not about the individual 
[who gets ticketed], it’s about everybody. 
Today in Elm [lot] there were about 30 
cars that didn’t have permits—that’s 30 
students with permits that couldn’t come 
in and park.”

During the ride-along, which lasted 
between 15 and 20 minutes, Doug pointed 
out six or seven cars that he could have cited. 
Another tidbit: It’s not infrequent for drivers 
to park in NMC President Tim Nelson’s 
reserved spot.

Numerous students received tickets for 
placing their parking permit anywhere but 
the lower left-hand corner of the front-facing 
windshield.

“It’s about uniformity,” White said.
Come winter, when parking enforcers

• See PARKING on page 2
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V fc— on campus
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NMC student 
Spencer Carey (left) 
winds up for a blow 
at Jake Pobst, during 
a "Dagorhir" training 
spar in the field by 
East Hall on Sunday, 
Sept. 25. Dagorhir is a 
battle game in which 
participants skirmish 
with each other using 
medieval-style, foam- 
padded weapons.
The NMC Dagorhir 
Club has around 25 
members, and meets 
midday Sundays in 
the mid-campus field. 
Call Carey at (231) 
590-4263 for more 
information.

Photo Credit/JESS FARRAN

PARKING continued
must wipe snow off up to 800 windshields every day, seeing the stickers in the correct 
spot is especially helpful. White said that looking for permits stickered in the wrong spot 
wastes valuable time that could be spent ticketing the worst of offenders: those who park 
in spots reserved for people with disabilities (tickets for those are $100.)

With handicapped and visitor-only spots, Doug hears a lot of “I was just...” For 
example, he said, they’ll say “’I was just dropping somebody off,” or “I was just running 
in to print something.”

Doug said that he and his colleagues practice “education by citation,” “though I hate 
to say that,” he said.

“You have to learn that you can’t park in the handicapped spot,” he said. “Even if it 
takes a $100 wake up call.”

Many students park along East Front Street, which is not college property. Parking 
there is only allowed for two hours, though Doug will often wait two-and-a-half to three 
hours before writing tickets.

“Today, I checked the cars at 8:45 and came back to give citations at 11:30,” he said. 
Doug suspects that most people park in reserved spots because they don’t want to walk 
to class, or they’re late. His suggested solution: arrive five minutes earlier. Doug walks 
between eight and 14 miles in a day, and he said he’s clocked how long it takes to get 
across campus on foot - the longest time you’ll spend walking anywhere on campus is 
seven minutes, he said.

“If I wrote no tickets in a day, it would make me happy. It’s very difficult because 
people think we’re out to ruin everyone’s day,” Doug said. “We’re not out to try to rain 
on your parade. This is about safety and what’s fair for people who park how they’re 
supposed to, which is most people.”

White Pine Press NEWSROOM 231.995.1173
welcomes comments, DISTRIBUTION 231.995.1526
suggestions, ideas for ADVERTISING 231.995.1347
news stories and FAX 231.995.2110
calendar items. EMAIL whitepinepress@gmail.com

Printed by Morning Star Publishing and distributed free.
Printed on 1OO% recycled paper

CORRECTION
A story about new NMC Dining Services food options in the last issue (“Fresh Fare,” 
Sept. 15, 2011) incorrectly stated the name of special offerings on Fridays. The name 
should have been “Fresh Food Fridays.” This includes entrees made using fresh, local 
ingredients.

The page 7 illustration of NMC Life (“Working the system at NMC,” Sept. 15, 2011) 
was created by Sarah Nixon and Anjanette Merriweather.
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Hong Kong: Where Western and Chinese 
cultures intertwine

I ALEX WALSH
Press Staff Writer

This is the second installment of the 
White Pine Press’ series highlighting 
international students at NMC. This 
issue we feature Priscilla Kiang, who 
is from Hong Kong and is studying 
economics.

Press Photoi'AL EX WALSH

Priscilla Liang: Hong Kong native,
is studying ecomonics at NMC.

Hong Kong’s one of those 
places where in order to gain the 
best understanding of what life is 
like there, you’ve got to actually 
be there. The culture’s so unique 
that sometimes it’s difficult to 
grasp the fact that Hong Kong is 
technically still a part of China. Its 
government system is different, it 
has its own currency and residents 
speak Cantonese, a language 
somewhat similar to Chinese, but 
containing five more tones than 
the formal Mandarin dialect.

“I consider Hong. Kong a 
part of China, but I also consider 
us as a separate unit,” said Priscilla 
Liang, a student from Hong Kong 
who is attending school here at 
NMC. “Hong Kong is a place full 
of different cultures.”

Liang is a student worker at NMC and can often be found helping people in the Osterlin Library 
whenever not in class. Being from Hong Kong, Liang is fluent in Cantonese, Mandarin and English, and 
is majoring in economics. When considering how American school systems differ from those of Hong 
Kong, Liang said the American school system is much more relaxed than the system in Hong Kong; that 
students can actually have a social life outside of school. Liang loves studying social sciences, and said 
that U.S. history has been one of her toughest classes so far. Unlike many students at NMC, Liang did 
not grow up hearing and learning about American history. So she actually had to study a little harder than 
most of her classmates.

Liang said a main cultural difference between her native home and the United States is that people 
here are generally nicer and friendlier.

“There are a lot more smiling faces here than in Hong Kong,” she said.
Despite Hong Kong’s modern style, the region is technically a part of China and has officially been since 
1997, when the United Kingdom’s 99-year lease on the region expired. Known previously as a center for 
manufacturing, Hong Kong provides banking and corporate services, as well as exports of electronic and 
electrical goods. Hong Kong boasts a gross national income (GNI) per capita near that of Spain.

What Liang misses most about Hong Kong is her family, the food and the convenience of a good 
public transport network.

“In Hong Kong, I could take the bus or subway to get to the place I wanted to go. But here, if 
you’re without a car, you’re pretty much stuck,” she said.

Aside from attending school and working in the library, Liang likes to spend time with her host 
family. And back home in Hong Kong, Liang enjoys shopping, karaoke and watching movies.

Fun Facts about Hong Kong:
• The official language of Hong Kong is Cantonese.
• The official name of Hong Kong is Hong Kong Special Administration Region.
• Hong Kong was controlled by the British from the 1800s through 1997

(Japan did take control of Hong Kong for a bit in the 1940s, but the British got it back).
• Priscilla’s favorite TV Show from home is a singing show called Super Voice.
• Priscilla likes watching romantic comedies and reading romantic novels.

KENDALL KAYE SPRATT
Press News Brief Editor

Grand Traverse Area Life Chain this weekend
National Life Chain Sunday, an event held annually the first Sunday 
in October in communities across the country, is set for Traverse City 
this weekend. This year’s local chain - one of more than 1,400 life 
chains formed throughout the U.S. - will be in the same place as last 
year’s, on the sidewalks along Grandview Parkway and Front Street 
running east to west from Fair Street to Division Street. Organizers 
say this is not a picket or a march. Call (231) 325-3685 for more 
information.

Bookstore to treat students on National 
Student Day
Recognizing students’ good deeds and encouraging others to 
volunteer is behind NMC Bookstore’s National Student Day 
celebration slated for Oct. 6. Write a short essay (maximum 500 
words; describing how and why you volunteer your time — be it 
with Big Brothers Big Sisters, at a homeless shelter or for another 
community organization — for your chance to win a $200 gift 
card. Include your name, phone number and where you volunteer. 
Submission deadline is 4:30 p.m. Sept. 30 at the bookstore. Also 
taking place through Sept. 30: drawings to win NMC logo items. 
Winners for the drawings and the essay will be announced Oct. 6. 
Cider and donuts also will be served.

Flu clinics available on campus
No appointment is necessary at any of NMC’s flu clinics. Walk-ins 
are accepted from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Oct. 3 and from noon to 2 p.m. 
Oct. 13 in the Student Health Services Clinics in the Biederman 
Building, Room 106. Cost is $15 for students, $20 for faculty 
and staff (bring your insurance card if covered by NMC’s Priority 
Health). Call (231) 995-1255 for more information. All flu clinics 
are subject to change per current Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention and/or Grand Traverse County Health Department health 
recommendations and vaccine availability.

Celebration launches NMC Global
Opportunities Fund
NMC is holding a celebration to honor the 10th anniversary of 
Tim Nelson as the college’s president and to launch the Global 
Opportunities Fund. The event, “NMC Goes Global” will be held 
Saturday, Oct. 1 at the Dennos Museum Center, with a reception 
starting at 6 p.m. and a program to follow at 7:30 p.m. Nelson will 
reflect on his 10 years as president and lay out the vision for the 
Global Opportunities Fund. A jazz concert featuring Crotty and 
O’Neill will begin at 8 p.m. To RSVP and to purchase tickets, contact 
the NMC Foundation at (231) 995-1021 or visit www.nmc.edu/ 
global. Tickets are $60.

NMC leaders believe that in order to ensure learners are 
prepared for success in a global society and economy, they must 
have access to international experiences. President Nelson has 
spearheaded an effort in conjunction with NMC’s 60th anniversary 
and in celebration of his 10th anniversary as president. The goal 
of the Global Opportunities Fund is to provide opportunities for 
NMC faculty, students and staff to engage in collaborative projects 
with international partners, exchange information, knowledge and 
technologies with countries around the world, enhance the learning 
of world languages and develop competencies to communicate 
across different cultures.
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THE ISSUE:
Upcoming city ordinance would pro

tect gays

OUR VIEW:
Vote for it

Gays deserve civil rights too
It was just two days after the repeal of “don’t ask, don’t tell” (DADT)—the U.S. policy banning 

open homosexuals from serving in the military—when serviceman Stephen Hill submitted a video 
question to GOP candidates at the Sept. 22 Republican debate hosted by Fox News and Google. Fox 
moderator Megyn Kelly directed the question to presidential candidate Rick Santorum. As a newly- 
openly gay Army soldier serving in Iraq, Hill wanted to know if any of the candidates intended “to 
circumvent the progress that’s been made for gay and lesbian soldiers.” Several audience members booed 

Hill. Neither Santorum nor any other candidate sought 
either to condemn the jeerers or thank Hill for his service to 
the United States or his immensely courageous question.
After gay conservative group GOProud demanded that 
Santorum apologize to Hill, Santorum did, and thanked Hill 
for his service, explaining that he didn’t defend Hill at the 
debate because he didn’t hear the boos. Perhaps. However, it’s 
Santorum’s answer to Hill’s question that is most upsetting

and warrants closer scrutiny. In his response, Santorum states that under his presidency, he would 
reinstate DADT—the repeal of which he describes as “social experimentation”—though homosexual 
military men and women can keep their jobs if they are already out as homosexuals:

Yeah. I, I would say any type of sexual activity has absolutely no place in the military. And the 
fact that they are making a point to include it as a provision within the military that we are 
going to recognize a group of people and give them a special privilege, and removing ‘don’t 
ask, don’t tell’, I think tries to inject social policy into the military and the military’s job is to 
do one thing and that is to defend our country.

As Amy Davidson of The New Yorker is apt to point out, “the men and women, of every 
orientation, who love, marry, and become parents while serving” might be concerned about Santorum’s 
claim that “sexual activity has absolutely no place in the military.” Davidson notes that the United States 
has “an all-volunteer military whose health relies on its strong ties to civilian life—not a praetorian 
guard of eunuchs.”

Santorum later said “[sexual preference] should not be an issue [in the military].” But he must 
realize that this is precisely what the repeal of DADT accomplishes. If you’re no longer liable to be 
discharged for your sexual orientation, doesn’t then your sexual orientation become a non-issue?

And then there’s the bit about “injecting social policy into the military.” Here, Rick Santorum is 
spot on: the repeal of DADT was motivated by social urges. As an issue of a group’s exclusion from 
certain rights, it is inherently a social issue. Similar to the enactment of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
outlawing racial discrimination, as motivated by the civil rights movements of the 1960s and, like the 
adoption of the Nineteenth Amendment, including women in the right to vote, as motivated by the 
women’s suffrage movement of the early 1900s, the repeal of DADT is an effort to remedy a social 
injustice. It has been unjust that gays have had to hide their sexual orientation, just as it would be 
unjust for a Catholic soldier to be forced to conceal his religion.

Where Santorum is (most) wrong is in his claim that the repeal of DADT “recognizes a group 
of people and gives them a “special privilege”—the repeal of DADT doesn’t grant anyone any special 
privilege: it includes gay soldiers in on an opportunity previously enjoyed only by straight soldiers; it 
fixes an issue of unequal opportunity.

Here in Traverse City, citizens are debating a similar issue. Paul Nepote, founder of the 
group “Traverse City Opposing a Gay Agenda Ordinance,” opposes a city ordinance that would 
prohibit discrimination based on sexual orientation in Traverse City. Traverse City already prohibits 
discriminating on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, height, weight, marital 
status, physical or mental disability, family status, and the ordinance would include sexual orientation, 
and gender identity in the list.

A Google search of Nepote reveals that he is known to affiliate with the groups “Fag Free TC” and 
“Gay Watch.” Nepote alleges that there is a correlation between homosexuality and pedophilia, among 
other long-since disproven fundamentalist falsehoods about the ostensible perils of homosexuality. 
Nepote is a vociferous opponent of the ordinance, which Traverse City will vote on Nov. 2, claiming 
that “’sexual orientation ordinances,’ discriminate against people on the basis of religious belief, and 
are a threat to religious freedom.” It’s unclear how Nepote thinks such discrimination will occur if 
the ordinance is passed. The ordinance would prohibit landlords from dismissing tenants based on 
sexuality, with the exception of renting out rooms in their own houses. Religious organizations would 
also not be affected by the ordinance. The main premise for his argument, taken from an address from 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in Rome, is that “including ‘homosexual orientation’ 
among the considerations on the basis of which it is illegal to discriminate can easily lead to regarding 
homosexuality as a positive source of human rights.” This is precisely the point. Gender identity and 
sexual preference constitute an unalterable form of personal identification—they are inseparable from 
the self and in a civil society, they cannot be grounds for discrimination.

Like Senator Santorum, Nepote submits a vague theory about the upsetting of so-called 
“traditional values” (never mind Nepote’s divorce and allegations of emotional abuse and threats 
of violence against his former wife and sister-in-law) and the unfairness of “recognizing a group by 
providing special privileges.” This argument is merely a pretext to allow Nepote a soapbox to shout his 
paranoid vitriol. Vote to pass the ordinance on Nov. 2, and protect human rights. If Nepote wants to 
discriminate, let him do it in the same fashion of the Westboro Baptist Church, exclaiming shameful 
bigotry from street corners—Traverse City won’t listen anyway.

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine 
Press accepts letters to the 
editor from members of the 
college and community. Let
ters should be less than 400 
words, typewritten, and 
signed with your name, ad
dress and phone number. Let
ters may be edited for clarity, 
grammar, spelling and length. 
Opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of The 
White Pine Press staff or any 
college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press 
Letters to the Editor 
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686

BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@ 
gmail.com

BY FAX: (231)995-2110
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What’s one interesting thing you’ve learned in the 
classroom so far this school year?

"During the Middle Ages, 
people used to grind up 
old mummies and use it 
for medicine."

AMANDA CLEMENT, 18
Fine Arts

"In ABC 101 the most 
interesting thing I have 
learned is that num
bers and letters are 
apparently not in the 

same alphabet."

SCOTT THOMAS, 18
Physical Therapy

"I have pretty boring 
classes."

HANNAH DAVID, 19
Undecidea

"Being able to apply 
the scientific method to 
figure out a psychology 
experiment in the social 

environment."

LOGAN KLINE, 19
Elementary Education

"In psychology we learned 
people can control things 
you wouldn't normally be 
able to control like blood 
pressure, heart beat, skin 
temperature and pain."

ROWAN STRING, 18
Undecided

"In math we use the 
Arabic based number 
system."

TAYLOR LEWIS, 18
Music Production

SOUND BYTES
"The fact of the matter is: It's an awesome vehicle, it's going to 

change the way people drive," said SCOTT GREGOIRE, a salesman at 
Casey Auto Group. The vehicle in question is The Chevrolet Volt, a chargeable 
car that just might be the nation's cure for oil dependency. It can drive for 35 
miles gasoline-free and when the battery dies, the combustion engine comes 
to life. The Daily Press

"Starting with the Gold Rush, we had a century of degrading the 
bay," says ANDREW GUNTHER, an environmental scientist and chief author 
of the "The State of San Francisco Bay 2011," in regards to how the clean-up 
of the bay is going. It is getting better, he said, but there is still a ways to go. 
San Jose Mercury News

"In the dream she couldn't lift her arms to wipe them away, 
could only lie helpless as they sank their horrid needle-notes into her 
undefended flesh, stinging, pinching, biting, and then disappearing, 
skittering back to the air shaft, crawling into the cracks between the 
glass and the wall" - from the new book titled "Bedbugs," a reworking 
of the horror novel "Rosemary's Baby" from author Ben H. Winters. He's 
known for his mash-ups "Sense and Sensibility and Sea Monsters" and 
"Android Karenina." McClatchy Washington Bureau

"If I'm going to go to work, I want it to be something that is going
to kill me," said actress MICHELLE MONAGHAN about her new challenging 
role in Marc Forster's new film, "Machine Gun Preacher." Los Angeles Times

"I only really ever did it for me. That may sound selfish, but I'm 
the only person that I really know all that well," said BILLY JOEL when 
reflecting on why he wrote music. He has two special releases on Nov. 8, 
the boxed set "Billy Joel, The Complete Albums Collection" and a 15th CD of 
rarities including B-sides and covers of Elvis Presley's "Heartbreak Hotel" and 
"All Shook Up." Newsday

"You, as parents, didn't sleep with them in the bed every night before 
they came away to college. The dog did," says NIKKI TOBIAS, in regards 
to "Dog Days" at Susquehanna University where professors and other staffers 
bring their dogs to school for an hour of social interaction with students, especially 
freshmen, to help them cope with being homesick. The Orlando Sentinel

Facebook and its followers

I LOS ANGELES TIMES
McClatchy-Tribune News Service (MCT)

Give Facebook’s Mark Zuckerberg points for ambition. The company is rolling 
out a new version of its popular social network that seeks to be the hub of everything 
its users do online. If Zuckerberg’s gambit succeeds, Facebook would attain an even 
more dominant position among social networks. It would also amass a storehouse of 
knowledge about its users large enough to rival Google’s. The implications for users 
and media companies, however, are not so promising.

Launched to help college students connect to one another, Facebook has evolved 
into a place where up to half a billion people gather each day, often for hours at a time, 
to share pictures, links and commentary. The network has become a powerful platform 
for marketers and, increasingly, application developers, particularly those writing 
games that let friends interact through the Net.

On Sept. 22, Zuckerberg unveiled two new features that encourage users to 
provide even more information about themselves to Facebook _ for example, by 
automatically posting links on Facebook to the songs they’re playing from an online 
jukebox or the TV shows they’re watching on Hulu. The point is to help people 
discover media and services by seeing what their friends and acquaintances are doing.

That’s a powerful model, and it mirrors the role friends play in helping people 
discover things offline. But sharing all that information with Facebook has a downside 
for consumers too, considering the company’s troubling track record of unilaterally 
deciding to put consumers’ personal data to new and unexpected uses. The automatic 
link-posting function effectively tracks what Facebook users do with online media and 
services even when they’re not connected directly to the social network. Who knows 
what uses the company might find for that information?

For media companies, meanwhile, Facebook’s move means that millions of 
people could start alerting their friends about the songs, shows and other content they 
consume online. But if those friends can’t play any of that material, the value of that 
promotion will evaporate; instead, they’ll gravitate toward content they can play. The 
pressure will thus grow on media companies to make more content available online, 
and to make at least some of it available for free. That’s not necessarily the direction 
the movie studios, publishers and other content providers want to go. But if Facebook 
leads half a billion people down that road, media companies may have to follow.
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Great Lakes Bioneers Conference to celebrate tenth year in TC

I GREG O'DELL
Press Staff Writer

From field trips and energy exhibits, to 
Tibetan singing bowls, climate updates, organic 
food, even a discussion on how mushrooms can 
help save the world, the Great Lakes Bioneers 
Conference is set to celebrate 10
years in Traverse City next month.

“There really is something 
exciting for everyone who comes,” 
said Sally Van Vlceck, an organizer 
of the conference slated for 
Oct. 14-16 on main campus. “The 
Traverse City conference has been the 
longest-running satellite site so far.”

Bioneers is a nonprofit 
organization based in New Mexico 
that provides solutions-based education and social 
connectivity. Each year, Great Lakes Bioneers, 
co-hosted by NMC and local nonprofit The 
Neahtawanta Research and Education Center, 
spanners with this organization and beams its 
lineup of keynote speakers live into Milliken 
Auditorium. The conference, with a theme this 
year of “Reclaiming the Commons,” also includes 
local products as well as information presented by 
regional thought-leaders.

NMC students, faculty and staff can attend the 
three-day event for free. There is also no charge for 
children age 12 and younger. Community members 
pay $65 for one day or 3120 for the entire weekend. 
Cost for youth ages 13-18 is $30.

New activities this year include field trips to 
local natural and cultural resources coined “the 
commons.” When managed properly, commons are 
abundant resources that help overcome scarcities 
and manage crisis, according to conference 
materials. The commons include: natural resources, 
cultural resources, public goods and “life 
commons” such as genomes, heritage breeds and

BIONEERS
.TRAVERSE C 11

seeds, and children.
One crowd favorite is “How Mushrooms 

Can Help Save the Planet,” a speech delivered by 
Paul Stamets, the world’s leading visionary “myco- 
technologist.”

“He always keeps everyone 
entertained—the speaker is incredible,” 
Van Vlceck said.

Mella McCormick, NMC philosophy 
instructor, has attended the conference 
twice since moving to the area. She 
described the green-fueled event as an 
opportunity to gain a unique perspective. 
Students can expect an atmosphere that 
addresses practical solution-based ideas as 
well as “a lot of granola.”

Culinary student Kaytie Wieczorck called 
the music and guest speakers at last year’s event 
inspiring. She had the opportunity to participate in 
a bio-sand filter activity.

“I remember there being a lot of energy at 
the conference, and I enjoyed connecting with 
people who are so passionate about what they 
do,” Wieczorck said. “Overall I thought it was 
reassuring to gain some insight and know there is a 
localized group of like-minded people who care.”

The Great Lakes Bioneers Conference sends 
a message of hope to the community, said Van 
Vlceck, who along with her husband Bob operate 
the Neahtawanta Research and Education Center. 
“The conference helps you realize why we 
shouldn’t give up and that there are people out 
there working and making a difference,” she said. 
“It inspires you to realize that things aren’t so bad 
and something can still be done.”

Online registration continues through Oct.
7. Register and learn more about the Great Lakes 
Bioneers Conference at www.glbconference.org

Keynote Speakers

Friday, Oct.14
Opening & Local Speakers
9 a.m. - 10 a.m.
Milliken Auditorium

Keynote: Jay Walljasper
ON THE COMMONS
As editor-at-large of the ground-breaking website On 
The Commons, a senior fellow at Project for Public 
Spaces, a contributing editor to National Geographic 
Traveler, and author of All The We Share: A Field Guide 
to the Commons, Jay Walljasper is truly an expert voice 
in the increasingly important global discussion of our 
shared commons.

Saturday, Oct.15
Opening & Local Speakers
9 a.m. -10 a.m.
Milliken Auditorium

Keynote: Laurie CirivelIo
EXPLORE THE MEDIA COMMONS
Laurie Cirivel Io is a Traverse City native and 20-year 
veteran of community media. She is currently Executive 
Director of the Grand Rapids Community Media Center 
and coauthor of the Alliance for Community Media Ac
cess Start-up Manual, in which she provides advice and 
consultation for numerous access organizations.

Photo Courtesv/BIONEERS

Sunday, Oct.16
Opening & Local Speakers
9 a.m. -10 a.m.
Milliken Auditorium

Keynote: Bob Russell
TOMORROW'S COMMONS
Bob Russell is co-director of the Neahtawanta Re
search and Education Center, innkeeper, cook, website 
developer, grandpa, dad, husband and journalist. He 
has been organizing the Great Lakes Bioneers for ten 
years and has watched our community learn to visual
ize and understand some of the key concepts of the 
Bioneers.

National speakers will be presented each day beamed 
from California.

1
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An asthetic stream of conscious
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Colleges trying new ways to keep students from dropping out

■
 JACK HAGEN

Press Editor-In-Chief

Less than a quarter of part-time students in the U.S. seeking associates degrees 
ever graduate, according to a report published this week by Complete College 
America, a Washington, D.C. nonprofit with funding from both the Lumina 
Foundation and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.

Its a statistic that’s helping prompt more colleges - including NMC - to try new 
ways to keep students from dropping out.

“We’re not satisfied with completion rates,” said Chris Weber, Dean of 
Enrollment Management and Student Services at NMC, who also is helping push a 
new initiative at the college called Pathways to Completion.

The initiative’s goal: increase institutional capacity and enhance efforts institu
tion-wide to significantly raise student completion rates and increase persistence of 
enrolled students from one semester to the next and from one year to the next until 
they have complete a program goal at NMC.

NMC’s numbers for completion by first-time, full-time students seeking associ
ates degrees are low (reported at 13.70% in 2009; 16% is the state average), though 
community colleges are working with standards that might not be fair, Weber said.

NMC by design serves a very different role than four-year universities: enroll
ment is open, and anyone can attend. As a result, a number of students aren’t even 
looking to complete a certificate or degree quickly - or at all, in many cases. Also, in 
terms of government accountability, all community colleges are held to a university 
accounting model and so the seemingly low graduation statistics might not be a real
istic representation of what students come to community college for.

Even so, like other colleges and universities across the country, NMC is recogniz
ing that unexpected crises unrelated to academics are pushing people to drop out, 
especially as the economy stagnates. Under intense pressure from parents, taxpayers 
and politicians to improve abysmal graduation rates, many U.S. colleges are not only 
assuming a new role in helping their students over the bumps - they’re also keeping 
a close eye on students. On some campuses, educators are even monitoring social 
media to detect early signs of trouble.

“Our students are not sheltered from the economic problems of the country,” 
said Linda Byrd-Johnson, director of the U.S. Department of Education’s TRIO pro
grams, which help low-income, first-generation and disabled college students.

“These kids are just like everybody else,” she said. “Some of them are struggling 
to make ends meet.”

Low graduation rates at NMC can be attributed in part to many first-year stu
dents coming to community college not feeling especially prepared, Weber said. Last 
year, 70 percent of NMC students required classes in developmental math, and another 
30 percent needed developmental English, according to campus officials.

In addition, nearly half of the NMC student population is “first generation,” 
meaning these students are the first generation of their family to attend college. 
Nationally, about a third of students entering college today are the first in their fami
lies to go to college, according to the National Center for Education Statistics, and a 
quarter are both first-generation and low-income.

Not having academic role models and not knowing how to find resources avail
able to them can lead to feeling overwhelmed — and eventually opting to drop out.

Weber encourages students who are considering leaving NMC to mull the idea 
critically.

“I’m not saying education isn’t a sacrifice—it is,” Weber said. “But students that 
complete degrees earn more than those who don’t. There’s better employment and 
earning potential—it’s a no-brainer.”

Weber wants students to know that they have many resources if they’re feeling 
overwhelmed.

“Talk to an academic adviser because they look at the gamut and can look at 
your options and how to accompany goals,” Weber said. “Faculty are also great source, 
of information. Talk to an academic chair or a faculty member in that area and ask 
how they got there.”

For students who doubt the importance of having a degree, Weber asks them to 
reconsider: “The completion of a degree is critical because we don’t know what the 
future holds. Having a completed degree opens up doors of opportunity.”

The McClatchy-Tribune Information Services (MCT) contributed to this report.

PHI THETA KAPPA MEMBER SOPHIE HOUSE
models the group's new shirt, promoting PTK's latest 
project: encouraging degree completion.

The Obama administration has 
called for raising graduation rates 
substantially by 2020. Consider that:

• Only 29 percent of community 
college students earn two-year 
degrees within three years
• At four-year universities, 57 percent 
of students complete bachelor's 
degrees within six years

-U.S. Department of Education 
statistics

• About a third of students entering 
college today are the first in their 
families to go to college, and a 
quarter are both first-generation and 
low-income.

-National Center for Education 
Statistics
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What is your favorite bar or restaurant when you need to unwind?

"Firefly. It is generally a 
place where people are 
having a good time. It is a 
great value and they give a 
10% discount to faculty."

Jean Rokos,
Nursing and Allied Health

"Agave. I love their 
salsa. It is so good! They 
make it fresh everyday."

Sue Sensenbaugh- 
Padgett,
Math

"Bubba's is where my 
husband likes to go. On 
Mondays kids eat free, so 
my grandkids eat free!"

Cheryl Bloomquist,
Social Science/
Child Development

"All I get to do is grade 
.papers. I never get to go 
out. My kids go to Sleder's 
but they don't kiss the 
moose anymore; they're 
too old for that."

Janet Lively,
Communications

Professors' Playlists
I

 ALEX WALSH
Press Staff Writer

Starting this issue, the White Pine Press willfeature the current top five songs from two professors. This issue, John Pahl (English Department) and John Zachman (Social Science Department) offer the tunes 
they’re diggin’ these days. Listen to these songs and expand your own taste in music.

Photo Credit/ALEX WALSH
John Pahl
“John Brown’s Body,” a rendition by Oscar Peterson and Milt Jackson 
“Strange Fruit,” as sung by Nina Simone 
“Lil Liza Jane,” as sung by Nina Simone 
“Titanic,” as sung by Leadbelly
“I’m In The Mood For Love,” as sung by King Pleasure

Photo Credit/SFAN PATTERSON
John Zachman
“Kid A,” by Radiohead
“Shot in the Arm,” by Wilco
“Oske Cherde,” by Huun-Huur Tu
“Skinny Love,” by Bon Iver
“Choctaw Hayride,” by Alison Krause and Union Station



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

10 FEATURE
Forums examine foreign policy
Monthly lectures bring global awareness 

to Grand Traverse region

IE. J. LEPKE
Press Staff Writer

The world we live in is a globally-connected one, more so than ever before, U.S. 
Ambassador John E. Herbst said at the latest International Affairs Forum lecture.

Held on campus the second Thursday of every month, the IAF is free to NMC 
students and staff and features renowned foreign affairs experts. Ambassador Herbst 
discussed issues regarding failed states and U.S. foreign policy. Next month’s speaker, 
Bradley Babson, will discuss changes occurring in North Korea.

Before his recent retirement from the agency, Herbst had worked for the State 
Department in many capacities, including U.S. Ambassador to Uzbekistan and the 
Ukraine, and coordinator for the Civilian Response Corps of the United States. His 
lecture centered on “failed states” and “ungoverned spaces,” regions or nations in 
which governing bodies have nearly or completely collapsed, such as Afghanistan, 
Darfur, Somalia and Haiti.

Herbst discussed how modern communications technology and the global 
economy affect the world in new ways, such as the Arab Spring organized by social 
networking sites. He also spoke of strategies the U.S. should use in attempts to 
stabilize nations at risk of collapse. He stressed the importance of understanding the 
history and culture of countries in which the U.S. intervenes, sustaining political 
support at home for operations and the importance of careful planning and having a 
clear and attainable goal.

“Think broadly, but aim modestly,” he said.
The forums provide an excellent opportunity for NMC students, said humanities 

instructor James Press.
“Staying current on foreign affairs is critical to understanding what is going 

on around us,” Press said. “We need an educated public who then needs to vote 
for the best candidates. I try and tie what is going on around the world to what we 
are studying in my 20th Century European History course this semester and these 
forums are very helpful.”

The forums are held from 6 p.m. to 7:15 p.m., following a reception at 5:15 
p.m., at the Milliken Auditorium inside the Dennos Museum. Tickets cost $10, with 
admission free to NMC staff and students. A complete schedule is available at 
www.nmc.edu/resources/extended-education/events/iaf/

To hear more from Ambassador Herbst on failed states and ungoverned spaces, 
visit UpNorthMedia.org, where Jack Segal interviews him for UpNorth TV’s Northern 
Michigan’s World series.
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Borders closes, Books-a- 
Million opens new chapter

Continued employment uncertain for some workers 
at new TC bookstore

■ LYDIA CRAIG
Press Staff Writer

When Ann Arbor-based bookstore chain Borders announced it would close its 
stores earlier this year, the news hit employees like NMC student Jon Smoyer hard.

“It was the best job I ever had,” said Smoyer . “The managers were awesome 
and the people who worked there were great. Everyone loved books and it made for 
a great work environment ... It was heartbreaking to hear that we were going to be 
closed down.”

Borders recently closed the last 399 stores after filing for bankruptcy in 
February. The book giant once had 1,249 stores across the country, but struggled in the 
exploding e-reader market and against other bookstore chains like Barnes and Noble.

Still, Books-a-Million Inc., a chain based out of Birmingham, Alabama, is poised 
to take over some former Borders locations. Books-a-Million Inc., also known as 
BAM, is the country’s second largest bookstore chain and has plans for 14 of the 
closing Borders stores.

Smoyer said that some Borders managers were hired by BAM and associates 
gave their information to potentially be re-hired. Books-a-Million Inc. also brings 
along its own coffee shop, (oe Muggs.

Borders’ e-reader, the Kobo, is to remain available to readers. Unlike Amazon’s 
Kindle and Barnes and Noble’s Nook, the Kobo is a separate company that was in 
partnership with Borders. The Kindle was released in 2007, the Nook in 2009.

The Kobo was the last of the major e-readers to be released, in 2010, and will 
still be available at Walmart and Best Buy.

In addition to Books-a-Million Inc. there are plenty of other ways to buy books 
locally. Horizon Books has locations in Traverse City, Cadillac and Petoskey. Other. 
Traverse City stores include: Talking Book World, The Bookie Joint and So Many 
Books So Little Time. Goodwill also has a large supply of pre-loved books.

BORDERS
Style on a Shoestring

I SARAH NIXON
Press Staff Writer

Keeping up with the latest fashion can get pretty expensive, and not everyone 
can afford to do it, especially college students. When school starts up for the year, 
everyone wants to have a nice new outfit. Shopping second-hand can be a great way 
to find trendy things and save money.

Top Drawer Exchange, 1116 E. Eighth St., is a great place to find name-brand 
clothing at a price that can fit into anyone’s budget. You can even sell the unused 
stylish articles of clothing sitting in your closet for cash or store credit.

Goodwill, 2279 S. Airport Road, is a wonderful place to find affordable used 
items. Finding the perfect outfit here can be a headache, but if you’re willing to rifle 
through the numerous racks of clothing, you won’t be able to leave the store empty- 
handed.

Claire’s boutique in the Grand Traverse Mall is a fantastic place to pick up 
accessories for any outfit. Accessories can get pretty pricey, but on weekends this 
store runs what is called a “ten for ten” dollar sale. This means that almost all the 
things on marked sale racks are $1. Shopping these racks allows anyone to get the 
perfect accessory at the perfect price.

At resale stores such as Goodwill you may not be able to find a whole outfit 
that’s fashionable, but maybe you can find that one accessory to complete an outfit. 
There are always new items at resale stores, so you can never truly know what you will 
find.

If you are not an avid bargain shopper, give it a chance. Next time you are in 
town droo into a resale store and see what vou have been missina

Aeropostale 
Top Drawer 

Exchange, $5

PacSun Purse, 
Goodwill, $4 fa

Claire's necklace, £1

Traverse City Resale Shops:
• Zany Consignment Boutique: 318 Vine St
• The Hop Chest: 2419 Sybrant Rd
• First Congregational Thrift Shop: 207 E Eighth St
• Top Drawer Resale Clothier: 1116 E Eighth St
• Top Drawer Consignment Furniture and

Clearance Center: 1115 E Eighth St
• Ebb Tide Resale Shop: 2048 S Airport Rd W
• Riverside Resale Furniture:2034 S Airport Rd W

American Eagle shirt. 
Top Drawer 

Exchange, £8

Goodwill sunglasses, £2

• Children's Orchard: 2020
S Airport Rd W

• Act II Consignment Shop: 1603
Barlow

• Womens Resource Center Thrift Shop:
3030 N US 31

• Katie's Closet: 1117 S Airport Rd W
• Goodwill: 2279 S Airport Rd W
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Smartphone Fatality

TECHNO
BABBLE
I TOM AUCH

Press Staff Columnist

During the gorgeous, hot summer of 2011 we had the 
unfortunate experience of leaving our Motorola Droid 
X smartphone phone under the sprinkler overnight. 
Replacement cost $599.

Now wait a minute, that’s what I paid for my last used 
truck.We all agree that these high-end phones, like the 
iPhone and Droid X, have some real benefits but at what 
cost?

While in the Verizon office, on a 23 person waiting 
list, I noticed approximately half were there for the same 
reason I was. Damaged or a nonworking phone because 
of water damage.

With the incredible summer we had, it’s not surprising.
I don’t know who designed these techno-wonders 

but they don’t mix well with moisture. There’s a high 
probability at some point in time you’re going to come in 
contact with water and when that happens don’t expect 
your phone to be too smart.

Most of the calamities occurred from a swim in the 
lake or a forgotten phone in some poor soul’s back pocket

and rare cases when extreme humidity tripped the dreaded 
“red” light warning (under your phones battery cover).

According to Verizon’s manager Ryan Maki, “we’ve 
had some phones in that were just exposed to the 
humidity of a hot steamy bathroom that brought about 
its demise.”

There are some remedies in case you run across one 
of these drowning victims.

After the accident, DO NOT turn on the phone or 
press the power button. This can fry the circuits. Dry 
the unit with a highly absorbent material like a T-shirt. 
Next, open the unit and remove the battery and micro 
SD card (not all phones have this, about the size of a 
thumbnail) and set it in the sun if available.

Then, at home, the most popular revival method 
is submerging the phone into a bowl of white rice for 
12 to 24 hours. The highly absorbing rice will actually 
wick the moisture off the circuits and restore the unit’s 
functionality, supposedly. Even though there were a 
surprising amount of success stories online, this didn’t 
work for us.

So we went to plan B: The oven. Heat the oven up to 
the lowest setting and leave it for up to an hour. Our oven 
only went down to 170 degrees, so after an hour we had 
an even worse problem and an awful smell in the house. 
At this point we gave up and surrendered to the purchase 
of a new phone.

At the Verizon store we were in between contracts 
so the $600 phone was only $200 with a new agreement. 
We were all excited about the new 4G phones that we’ve 
heard about with extended range and download speeds 
but that sucked the battery life out of it like a teen that 
just failed his driving test.

As with most new phones you have a onetime, 14 day 
return policy, which we took advantage of and purchased 
an old reliable iPhone 4. We opted for the insurance, 
which I’m not sure was a good idea. We are charged 
an extra $10 per month and will have to pay a $100 
deductible to replace the unit if needed. Better than a 
$600 ding, I guess.

By the way, we posted our dead phone on e-Bay as 
a non-working zombified water-damaged phone and got 
$50 plus shipping for it.. The price we pay for technology.

Behind the scenes at hip and hard-charging YouTube, Google

■
 CLAUDIA BUCK

McClatchy Newspapers (MCT)

SAN BRUNO, Calif. _ Clearly, this 
isn’t the typical American workplace.

Just inside the sleek glass doors of 
YouTube’s corporate headquarters is a 
rock climbing wall _ “for Googlers only.” 
Straight ahead, five guys in T-shirts and 
jeans cluster around a foosball table, 
engrossed in a lunch hour game. Nearby, 
a Russian film crew jabbers away, shooting 
footage for a documentary on the global 
company. Over at the reception desk, 
the candy jar is a big, red, furry head of 
Sesame Street’s Elmo, watched over by the 
receptionist’s tiny, quivering Chihuahua, 
who’s definitely not stuffed.

And that’s just the lobby.
From the standard company attire _ 

jeans and T-shirts, mostly _ to the indoor 
putting green, the outdoor Frisbee golf 
course and the gourmet cafe dishing 
up free fare all day, YouTube is a work 
environment that’s more akin to summer 
camp for adults.

YouTube and Google, its parent 
company in nearby Mountain View, are 
two of Silicon Valley’s hotbeds of hiring. Jobs 
here are some of the most coveted around.

“Google has an incredible amount 
of cachet. They offer benefits that blow 
away the competition,” said Dawn Block, 
a veteran Silicon Valley technology jobs 
headhunter.

Behind all the perks and quirks,

there’s a serious business. Google is a $170 
billion global empire spanning more than 
40 countries, with offices from Madrid 
to Mumbai. Having morphed far beyond 
its Internet search engine roots, Google’s 
business brawn has attracted antitrust 
scrutiny in this country and abroad.

But the atmosphere inside its 
smaller YouTube subsidiary more closely 
resembles that of a young startup.

To find out what it’s like to land a job 
and work at one of the hippest and most 
hard-charging companies in California, we 
recently spent an afternoon on YouTube’s 
campus. Our hosts: Christopher Dale and 
Josh Sassoon, two 30-somethings from 
Sacramento, Calif., who agree they took 
“meandering paths” to their Google jobs.

Dale, 36, is a corporate 
communications manager who toggles his 
time between the Google and YouTube 
campuses.

Growing up in Davis, Calif., Dale 
expected to become a lawyer, but an 
uninspiring summer job at a New York 
law firm stamped out that desire. Instead, 
armed with an English lit degree from 
Colgate University and a master’s from 
Cambridge, Dale landed in San Francisco 
at a high-tech PR firm where he merged 
his two passions: writing and technology.

He arrived in 2000, just in time for 
the dot-com debacle. His employer went

bankrupt; Dale survived by starting his 
own marketing firm and then joining a 
tech-focused PR agency. All the while, 
he kept hearing “all these cool things this 
company called Google was doing.”

In 2007, Dale got an unsolicited email 
from a Google recruiter on Linkedln.
The interview process was “rigorous” and 
stretched over several months. Hired to 
handle global crisis communications and 
public affairs, Dale has been at Google 
for three years, and is known for his “anti
uniform” of hipster eyeglasses, white shirt 
and, yes, a tie.

Sassoon, 30, is a “user-experience 
designer,” which means he works with 
YouTube’s engineering team, helping 
design new features like Cosmic Panda, 
where users gather and “curate” favorite 
videos, channels and play lists.

After graduating from Rio Americano 
High School in Sacramento, Sassoon 
majored in art history at the University 
of California-Los Angeles. He interned 
at a local architecture firm, where he 
developed a passion for visual design, and 
at Intel, where he taught himself technical 
coding.

By the end of college, he was creating 
websites for small companies, which 
eventually led to jobs in New York at 
MySpace and at Sony Music, where he 
designed more than 200 websites for

performers from J. Lo to American Idol’s 
Adam Lambert. Last year, Sassoon was 
wooed back to California by Apple, which 
hired him as a visual designer.

It wasn’t a good fit. Despite being 
a huge fan of Apple’s user-friendly 
technology and sleek product lines, he 
found its corporate culture too stuffy. “It’s 
a very top-down company with a singular 
vision. That’s just the way it’s structured.”

He stayed less than a year before 
“finding my fit” at YouTube. Hired just six 
months ago, Sassoon is a “NuTuber,” the 
YouTube vernacular for new employees. 
(At Google, they’re called “Nooglers.”)

While job growth in Sacramento and 
elsewhere in California remains anemic, 
here in the tech-dotted valley, Google, 
YouTube and others like Linkedln, 
Facebook, Salesforce and Zynga are 
“hiring furiously,” their websites littered 
with job openings, say recruiters.

“They may only be hiring five, 10 
or 15 people,” said Block, “but in the 
aggregate it adds up.”

All that competition has taken a bit 
of the luster off Google’s workplace 
dominance, say longtime Silicon Valley 
recruiters like Block.

“It’s waning a bit,” says Block, who 
has had clients pass up Google offers to 
work instead for smaller startups.
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WHITE PINE 
PUZZLER

■ LYDIA CRAIG
Press Staff Puzzle Creator

Lydia Craig is a first-year student at NMC. She graduated from Suttons Bay High 
School in 2011. She enjoys puzzles from the Record-Eagle to the New York Times. 
When not puzzling, she enjoys reading, sewing and her dog Teddy.

Across
1. "That's incredible!"
4. Parasite's home
8. Land of Shamrocks
12. Weeding implement
13. Comic Sarge’s dog
14. Skier's transport
15. Suffix with vapor or fossil
16. Like peaks on Grand Traverse Bay
18. Highest level Homeland Security threats
20. It's 78.8% Nitrogen
21. Chopin piano studies
25. Ballpark instrument
28. Either_
29. Genesis lady
30. You can be over or under it
31. What grows under 42-across
34. Skype necessity (with web)
35. Notable period
36. Where MDs work
37. Dangerous beach-water inhabitant 
39. Tornado left-overs
41. Air conditioning unit measure
42. Campus logo, or a clue to the 

beginnings of 16,18, and 47 across
47.______ trades
51. Shapiro of NPR
52. _ __ 51 (secret base)
53. Scrabble piece
54. Ewe's beau
55. Depend on (with on)
56. Madrid women
57. Alternates to Rds

Down
1. Blender sound
2. Goop action
3. Outlawed pain "medicine"
4. Wolves' moonlit activity
5. This, that, and the

1 -

17

15

17

.6

30 135

39

1L 10^

r Jr ’
"T2-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

49
52 155

6. Recipe instruction
7. Wobble
8. List ender
9. Retirement savings plan
10. Eminem's genre
11. Short dashes
17. Superlative ending 
19. Insurance company
22. Art___
23. Peer___ (activity for

essay editing)
24.18-wheeler
25. Newspaper piece
26. Hard to come by
27. Snatch
28. Row boat necessity

32. Searches through the clues
33. Homesteads
38. Mongrel
40. Company's entrance into 

the stock market
41. Beautiful, in Roma
43. Alternate to Veet
44. Dumbo's mode of 

transportation
45. Quod___

demonstrandum
46. Virtual universe game
47. Canning vessel
48. Is for them
49. Comic strip unit
50. Mary.__ Cosmetics

Word Connector
To solve a Word Connector, solve the first clue. After that, the 
second word of the phrase is carried down until you reach the 
end.

1 Rowdy activity
2 Fun place for kids
3 Rodent with a holiday
4 Strung up by the legs
5 In a long term-relationship
6 A period of relaxation
7 Break called by a ref

1 HORSE ________________
2 _______________ ________________
3 ___________ ____________
4 ____________ _____________
5 _______________
6 ____________ _____________
7_______________ OUT

Last issue's answers

I
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Contagion
■ KENDALL KAYE SPRATT

Press Staff Writer

The cast in Contagion includes Gwyneth Paltro, Matt Damon, Laurence 
Fishburne, Jude Law, Kate Winslet and John Hawk. Despite the amazing cast, 
I felt a little cheated out of the $7.50 I paid to see it.
Most movies have a message or agenda, something you take away from it 
to think about, laugh about or talk about later. Most movies have a deeper 
meaning, not all, but most. If this one did, I’m not sure what it was. Maybe it 
was wash your hands.

Contagion begins on day two of the disease with the first (known) carrier 
of the disease and then shows others who have contracted the disease in 
different parts of the world. People start dying off and nobody knows what is 
happening. The rest of the movie follows different doctors designated by the 
CDC to contain and find a cure.

IMDb describes this movie as an action/thriller. Well there is not that 
much action and it wasn’t that thrilling. It was pretty slow moving. There 
is hardly any back story given on any of the characters and because of this I 
found it hard to care about what happened to most of them.

The acting was excellent though. Paltrow, although not in the movie long, 
did an amazing job. The scene where sha has a seizure looks so real. Fishburne 
is believable as a doctor trying to do the right thing. Law’s performance as 
a raving blogging lunatic is spot on. My favorite character in the movie was 
Dr. Leonora Orantes played by Marion Cotillard (Inception). Orantes is the 
doctor in charge of tracking down the where the disease originated. She is 
compelling and likable.

If you are interested in disease and disease control then you would 
probably like this movie. But if you are looking for a fast-paced, thrilling 
movie with vivid characters, steer clear of this movie.

Rated PG-13. Runtime 105 min
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Inside Anime
Annual convention features Jananese-style film, 

TV, video games

■ ALEX WALSH
Press Staff Writer

More than 300 people attended the fourth annual Northern Michigan Anime 
(NMA) Convention held earlier this month, with most participants dressed as 
characters from Japanese-style television shows and movies.

Members of the NMC Anime Club were among those at the convention, 
which each fall pays homage to Japanese-style TV shows and movies like Naruto, D 
aagonball Z, Princess Mononoke, and Bleach; and videogames such as The Legend 
of Zelda, Super Mario Brothers, Final Fantasy, and Kingdom Hearts. One guy dressed 
as the notorious Marvel antihero/hero from X-Men, Deadpool.

Headlining the event was actor and voice actor, Richard Epcar, whose voice is 
showcased in television 
shows like Bleach,
Digimon, Ghost in the 
Shell, Robotech, and 
Transformers; video 
games like Kingdom 
Hearts, Mortal Kombat, 
and Dynasty Warriors; 
as well as many other 
titles. For two days of 
the weekend convention,
Epcar met avid fans and 
signed autographs, hosted 
question-and-answer 
sessions and performed 
bloopers live in front of 
the crowd.

The convention 
also featured a classical 
masquerade, class sessions 
on how to cosplay and create webcomics, an anime cosplay contest and theatrical 
skit contest, and a rave. Saturday evening’s highlight: a newly-added event originally 
suggested as a joke by the co-chairperson of the NMC Anime Club — a swimsuit 
contest. The swimsuit contest was a big hit, and is most likely to be held again next 
year at the Great Wolf Lodge, September 2012.

Anyone interested in attending next year’s convention is encouraged to also join 
the NMC Anime Club for free viewings of anime and to play card games from 5 to 
9 p.m. every other Thursday in Biederman Building, Room 105. Learn more about 
Anime at the convention’s website, nmacon.com .

Photo Credit/ALEX WALSH

BOSKO, A.K.A BIG RUSSIAN, the convention's head of security) 
and Deadpool (a Marvel superhero from X-Men) taking a break from a 
long day of keeping the peace at NMA Con 2011.
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iEvents
Art And The Animal — Sunday, September 18 - Saturday, December 31, Dennos 
Museum Center, www.dennosmuseum.org.

Public Viewing Night— Saturday, October 1, Public Viewing Night, 8-10 p.m, $2/ 
person; $5/family, Rogers Observatory, (231)995-2300.

ArtBeat 2011 Fall Tour — Saturday, October 1, Elk Rapids 10am-5pm, Blue Heron 
Gallery, Mullaly’s 128 Gallery, Seed Studio/Gallery, Twisted Fish Gallery, and Viola 
Gallery. (231)264-9020.

Worldwide Photo Walk— Saturday, October 1, 2:45-6:00pm, Free, Clinch Marina, 
Marina Drive, downtown Traverse City.

Fall Festival Sale & Happy Apple Days — Saturday, October 1, Downtown Traverse 
City, (231)922-2050.

Historical Walking Tours — Tuesday, October 4, 1:00pm, $12/person, Heritage 
Center, 322 Sixth Street, Traverse City, Reservations (231)995-0313.

Historical Walking Tours — Thursday, October 6, 10:00am, $12/person, Heritage 
Center, 322 Sixth Street, Traverse City, Reservations (231)995-0313.

WCMU Community Cinema, Deaf Jam — Thursday, October 6, 7 p.m., Milliken 
Auditorium. Free.

Farmers Market Fair Food: Recipe for Change — Thursday, October 6, 6:00pm- 
8:00pm, Free, State Theatre Downtown Traverse City, (231)941-6584.

TC Area College Night — Tuesday, October 11, 6:30-8:00 pm, Free, Hagerty Center.

Historical Walking Tours—Tuesday, October 11 and Thursday, October 13, 
10:00am, $12/person, Heritage Center, 322 Sixth Street, Traverse City, Reservations 
(231)995-0313.

Music Department Convocation — Wednesday, October 12, 12:35 p.m., Milliken 
Auditorium. Free. - Blood Drive, noon-6 p.m., West Hall Conference Room.

Historic Ghost Tours at the Grand Traverse Lighthouse — Friday, October 14, 
tickets and details (231)386-7195.

Bioneers — Friday, October 14 - Sunday, October 16, 9 a.m., Milliken Auditorium, 
Scholars Hall, Civic Center.

Haunted Grand Traverse Lighthouse — Saturday, October 15, Details to follow, 
Leelanau State Park in Northport, (231)386-7195.

Photo Courtesy/DENNOS MUSEUM CENTER

Dennos Museum hosts free 
screenings of Independent Lens films

“Deaf Jam,” the film about a deaf teen living in New York City who discovered 
the power of American Sign Language poetry, is one of several free screenings featured 
in this season’s Community Cinema series, an outreach project of CMU Public 
Television and the Dennos Museum Center. All films are shown at 7 p.m. at the 
Dennos Museum Center and are part of the ITVS (Independent Television Service) 
Community Cinema program. In “Deaf Jam,” showing at 7 p.m. Oct. 6, Aneta 
Brodski prepares to be one of the first deaf poets to compete in a youth slam, and 
finds her journey leads to an unexpected collaboration.

Join the White Pine Press

We are looking for students who are interested in 
helping the White Pine Press. It’s not just for writers. 

There are many jobs that still need to be filled this 
year. You might be the piece of the puzzle that we 

are looking for! Positions are paid.

Other upcoming Community Cinema dates:
Nov. 3, 2011 We Still Live Here: As Nutayunean 
Dec. 1,2011 Lioness
Jan. 5,2012 Daisy Bates: First Lady of Little Rock 
Feb. 2, 2012 More than a Month
March 1,2012 Revenge of the Electric Car 
April 5, 2012 Hell and Back Again
May 3, 2012 Strong!

Call us to set up an interview 
at (231) 955-1173, or stop 

by our office at the entrance
of West Hall across from the 

security office.

For more on the Independent Cinema series, including upcoming dates and films, 
visit WCMU.org/TV.
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Ahhh...yoga
On-campus classes available

B MEGHAN GOULDER
Press Staff Writer

Regaining a sense of control and peace could be as easy as 
signing up for an on-campus yoga class.

These one-credit classes, held in the Rajkovich Building on the 
northwest end of campus, aim to help alleviate stress and improve 
flexibility, among other benefits.

New to yoga? A quick primer on this peaceful practice that 
dates back thousands of years:

• Yoga is a way of life; it is the integration of education for the 
body, mind and spirit. Yoga was practiced in India thousands 
of years ago, but it deals with universal concepts that are 
useful today. Anyone of any faith or non-faith can practice it. 

• There are four main parts — or some call them paths — to ■ 
yoga: Active Path, Karma Yoga deals with behavior, deeds 
and forgiving positive thoughts. The Philosophical Path,
Jana Yoga deals with intellectual development of the spirit 
that use techniques from Viveka (discrimination), Vairagya 
(dispassion) and Maya, the removal of veils of illusion from 
your mind. This part of path of Jana Yoga is considered 
the most difficult. Devotional Path, Bhakti Yoga states that 
people are emotional by nature and emotions cannot be 
repressed forever through practices of chanting, prayer, 
repetition of a mantra (sacred formulae;, emotional energy is 
channeled into devotion. Turning anger, hatred and jealousy 
in to a positive direction, yogis believe that energy of the 
mind, body and spirit are but two ends of one stick; one only 
has to channel the energy to positive, and positive things will 
happen around you by Kama. Lastly, there is the Scientific 
Path, Raja Yoga with use of Mental and psychic sources of 
the conscience mind by practice of concentration and control 
of the mind, right conduct, a healthy body, steady posture, 
breath regulation and withdrawal of senses.

• Within the four main parts or paths are forms such as with 
Raja Yoga. There is the form Hatha Yoga that emphasizes 
asanas (postures) and pranayama (breath control). The Eight 
Steps of Raja Yoga help through scientific methods of 
observation of your own thoughts that you can bring your 
mind under conscious control. This eight-step blueprint is 
compiled in a book called “Raja Yoga Sutras.”

If you are tired, stressed and feeling that things are out of control, 
yoga may be a solution to realigning your mind, body and spirit.

Grandma’s old-fashioned zucchini bread
I MEGHAN GOULDER

Press Staff Writer

Last issue, Press Staff Writer Meghan Goulder shared tips on canning peaches. This time, she offers hon> to make a 
tasty loaf of zucchini bread.

Mix Well.............. 1 3/4 cup sugar
4 cups flour 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
Id teaspoon baking powder

Stir In....................3 eggs
1 cup of oil
3 teaspoons of vanilla extract
2 cups of graded Zucchini (make sure it is drained and packed well into 

measuring cup)
Add in Optional Nuts, raisins, etc...

Bake at 325 degrees for 60 minutes or until toothpick comes out clean from a deep center 
poke! Notes: oil can be vegetable or olive oil and two bread pans or one 9x9-inch pan should 
be used, glass pans work best.

What am I going to do? what should I tell
him? how do I get medical care? can I

stay in school? should i keep my baby? 
what about adoption?

We care... and we can help.

For free, confidential 
answers to your questions 
about being pregnant, call 
Child and Family Services at
800.538.9984

Child & Family Services
of Northwestern Michigan

Strengthening the Fabric of the Family Since 1937
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Flag football, volleyball, basketball among campus sports offerings
■ KASSIE MULDER
■ Press Staff Writer

After sitting in lectures and poring over books for hours, 
it can feel downright wonderful to holler a bit, sweat some 
and engage in competition. If you can relate, consider 
participating in campus sports.

For anyone who was active in high school sports or 
simply enjoys an active and healthy lifestyle, NMC’s two 
ways to compete in sports - recreation and intramural 
sports — are great outlets for relieving stress, staying fit 
and meeting like-minded people, said Tom Kasper, NMC 
recreational and intramural sports supervisor.

Recreation sport is a fancy way of saying open gym. 
Six days a week the gym is open on campus for pick
up basketball. On Monday and Saturday afternoons, 
yolleyball takes place. Indoor soccer, meanwhile, is played 
on Fridays. These sports are free for students — all you 
need is a student I.D. - and $3 if you’re not currendy a 
student.

Each month a more serious and organized sport is 
offered. Next up: flag football season. Games take place 
on the field in front of East hall, the same spot that 
hosted Pine Palooza. To join the games, you have two 
options: find other students who want to form a team, 
or you simply sign up. Interested in creating a team? Trek 
over to the Physical Education building and grab a green 
form from the office. Want to join an existing team? Call 
the office at (231) 995-1199.

A few interesting tidbits about recreation and 
intramural sports from Kasper:

• All the sports are coed except for flag-football. The 
requirement is that at least two females are on a team for 
a coed sport.

• Women get special privileges here at NMC. In the 
coed games, a female’s score is worth double points.
For example, if a lady shoots a three-pointer during a 
basketball game she scored six points instead of the 
standard three for her team.

• Since football is traditionally a male sport, teams 
have a choice if they want to be coed. However, 
three years ago NMC’s intramural flag football had a 
competitive all-girl team.

• Keep your eyes open for the next few months’ 
schedule. In the fall and spring semesters, students will 
have the chance to participate in dodge ball, indoor 
soccer, basketball, and volleyball.

• A captains’ meeting for flag football will take place . 
at 5 p.m. Oct. 6 in West Hall Cafeteria. Interested students 
will learn more about the intramural sport. This is also a 
great time for a prospective student to learn more about 
joining a forming team. Seven players are on the field for 
each team in the football games, so teams should, at the 
very least, have that many players.

• Players must provide their own mouth guards to be

worn during games.
• Remember this is FLAG football. So, if you are a 

fast 105-lb. runner you won’t have to worry about being 
squashed by a 195-lb. player.

• The games are organized with referees and playoffs.

Both community members and students can join the 
open gym while only current students may compete in 
intramurals.

“Qur objective is to create a fun place where students 
can come and compete,” Kasper said.

Open Gym
Fall 2011-Spring 2012

Monday: 12pm-2pm & 
8pm-10pm 
(Basketball)

Tuesday: 8pm-10pm 
(Basketball)

Wednesday: 12pm-2pm 
(Basketball)

Thursday: 8pm-10pm 
(Basketball)

Friday: 12pm-2pm
(Basketball)

Saturday: 12pm-2pm 
(Basketball)

Monday: 5:45-7:45 
(Volleyball) 
9/12/11-12/19/11 
only

Friday: 2pm-4pm
(Indoor Soccer)
11/4/11-3/16/12
only

Saturday: 2pm-4pm 
(Volleyball) 
10/1/11-4/28/12 
only

are invited!

Ferris State
University 
TRAVERSE CITY

I Maxine More

2200 Dendrinos Dr., Suite 100 
Traverse City, Ml 49684 
Phone:(231)995-1734 

or (866) 857-1954 
FerrisNorth@ferris.edu 

www.ferris.edu/statewide

Ferris State University welcomes YOU 
to the next chapter of YOUR life. If YOU 
have been waiting for the right time to 
finish YOUR degree or start working 
toward it, YOUR time is now. We invite 
YOU to take advantage of the Ferris 
location right here on YOUR campus 
and begin to write YOUR new story.

Come to the Ferris open house and talk 
to our counselors and admissions staff. 
Learn how YOUR credits can transfer 
to a bachelor's degree. See how Ferris 
works to provide financial aid so YOU 
can earn YOUR bachelor's degree 
locally and affordably.

YOUR next chapter begins 
at Ferris State University.
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