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Trustees approve $1.1 mil. purchase agreement
NMC Board of Trustees members decided to buy a 29,000-sq.-ft. building that
will allow the college to expand its Aero Park Campus.
The purchase includes the former site of ACRA, Inc., a plastic molding company,
and an adjacent 4.5-acre parcel.
The college plans about $800,000 in renovations that could begin as early as May.
The new facility will house the college’s shipping and receiving department, as
well as new classrooms and laboratory space for the aviation, construction trades and
renewable energy programs.
Closure of the sale is pending provided that the site passes safety and
environmental inspections, and that the previous owner pay back city and county
taxes on the property.

Theft on campus
MADDY MESA

I

Press Staff Writer

NMC's 55th annual BBQ tickets available Feb. 20
Ticketholders are eligible to win a two-year scholarship at NMC.
Ticket sales kick off from 11a.m.-4p.m. in the center court at the Grand Traverse
Mall. Festivities include childrens games, an obstacle course, prize giveaways, and a
special appearance by Chip, the faux buffalo.
The picnic will be held on May 16, under the pines on the main campus. The
scholarship will be drawn from all entries during the barbeque. The tuition offer is
good for 10 years and may be redeemed by anyone the winner chooses.
Tickets are $5 in advance and $6 on barbeque day.

Spring College Fair at NMC
NMC will be a host for Michigan four-year universities at our Spring College Fair
on Tuesday, March 2, 2010.
The event will be held from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. in the Health & Science Buildings
Welcome Center area.
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BROKEN AND ENTERED NMC student Ben Craig's car was broken
into February 2 while Craig was in class.
press PhotolMADDY MESA
On Tuesday, Feb. 2, NMC student Ben Craig’s car was broken into in Chestnut
Lot next to West Hall. Between l: 15 and 2:15 p.m., while Craig was in biology class,
his locked car was broken into and his laptop, Xbox, and a few CDs were taken. Not
knowing what to do, Craig called a friend at the 911 dispatch. When his friend didn’t
pick up his phone Craig decided to call the Traverse City Police Department.
A police officer arrived a few minutes later and Craig hoped that he would finally get
some answers. Unfortunately, the officer showed no interest in the incident.
“I was unpleasantly surprised about how little interest he showed,” says Craig. “I had
to ask about how to follow up on something like this and as he was leaving I pointed
out to him the damage to my car.”
The damages were scratches between the door and the frame of the car where the
thief used something to pry open the door.
The officer was there for a few minutes and left Craig a TCPD business card with no
name of the officer and no phone number. Craig is doubtful any follow up will be done
by city police and has not received any communication from them. At press time he
had yet to inform Campus Security of the incident. His advice to others is keep your car
locked and valuables hidden or out of sight.
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MATEO TOLER might work for Sodexo as a day job, but his heart lies
with the Latin music he plays as part of the band Rojo Loco. Sambas,
mambos, cha chas and more can often be heard when he practices
in the lower level of West Hall. Rojo Loco can be heard at Cafe Crema
every Wednesday night and will be playing a Mardi Gras gig at Red
Mesa on February7 16.
„Press Photo/SCOTT
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New directions
■

JACOB BAILEY

Press Managing Editor

In this issue and the next, the White Pine Press is
going to try something new. In past years we have done
our best to inform the students and community of NMC
about the important happenings of the area.
The problem with this format is that small town news
moves fast. With a bi-weekly publication, by the time you
read our paper the news we share is not only old, but has
already been covered by the area’s other major publications.

So we’ve decided to switch it up. Instead of taking old
news that you may not care about, we have decided to do
what we can to get the information we think is needed for
the fumre of this region and then encourage students to think
about it - and to feel comfortable voicing their concerns.
In this issue we have interviewed all of the local
influences we could get our grubby journalistic paws on,
giving them a chance to share with you, the reader, the
information and ideas they believe are most important
to the issues Michigan faces. We have also come to you,
asking the students, faculty and staff of NMC what you

believe Michigan needs to succeed.
We hope that these two issues, an experiment in
format and coverage, will help us discover the true needs
of our region. We wish to accurately interpret the hopes
and fears of young people, local business owners and
community power players.fflDo you have something to
add to the ongoing dialogue on your future? Write us
a letter, give us a call, or visit our new website at www.
whitepinepress.org. The press is only as powerful as the
people who read it. Let us be your voice.

Michael Moore: He makes a point
■

MATTHEW MONLEY

Press Staff Writer

On Jan. 2J an open community forum was
held in the City Opera House, in which a
panel ofcity leaders discussed thefuture of
Traverse City. Ofthese panelists, Michael
Moore shared ideas to bring Northern Michi
gan into the 21st century as a centerfor the
arts, a productivefarming community, and
an attractive place to move a business.
WPP: What have you been up to lately?
MM: Recovering from the making of my
last film and traveling around the world
with it to open it in various countries and
promote it in this country.
WPP: Do you think that you got the mes
sage across that you intended?
MM: Well, yes. I mean, the film says ev
erything I want to say and have wanted
to say for some time and have been say
ing for some time, and sort of [highlight]
the points of all of my movies in the last
twenty years. Did I expect that capitalism
would end by the time the movie had been
seen by people? No; I realize that this film
is probably way ahead of its time, and in
ten to twenty, thirty years, maybe, it will
be seen as part of the mainstream, because
I think by then - I hope by then - most
people will realize that we have an eco
nomic system that is unfair, it’s unjust, and
it’s not democratic.
WPP: Have you received positive feedback
so far?
MM: It’s been very positive. I’ve gotten
great e-mails from people who have seen
it, and I’m very happy with how it’s turned
out. I think that that’s because this particu
lar issue, the issue of our economy, is on
everyone’s mind right now. We have mil
lions and millions of people out of work.
We have one out of every eight mortgages
in delinquency or foreclosure. In cities like
Flint and Detroit, I think I read last that
over 70 percent of the school kids are on
the federal lunch program, which means

that they live in poverty. We have some
very serious issues confronting us right
now, and a lot of them are linked to the
economic decisions that are being made
for us by Wall Street, by the banks, and by
the corporations.
WPP: The Traverse City Comedy Arts Fes
tival will be taking place from Feb. 19 to the
21; why did you decide to organize it, and
what did it take to make it work?
MM: The idea initially came from Jeff
Garlin. He’s a comedian who also is an
actor and a producer of the HBO series
“Curb Your Enthusiasm.” He’s been im
pressed by the Film Festival here, and said;
“Well, what if we did a comedy festival in
conjunction with the Film Festival?” So we
decided to do it in February to give people
something to do in the middle of win
ter, provide the chance to have some good
laughs, and to, once again, put Traverse
City up on the world stage in terms of the
recognition that the area has been getting
through the Film Festival, the Cherry Fes
tival, and the other things that have been
happening up here.

WPP: What do you expect for the future
of Traverse City’s job market?
MM: Well, I’m doing my part to try and
make this area attractive to people who
would want to come here, either to start up
a business, to move a business here, or to set
up a Midwestern operations of their busi
ness here; but most jobs in this century are
going to be defined by technology. You have
other cities in this country that are ten years
ahead of us. Now, we either catch up in the
next ten months, or we can kiss those jobs
goodbye. No one should be so arrogant as
to think: “Oh, Traverse City, you know, this
will always be here.” Well, don’t be so sure
of that because the world is already passing
us by. So we either catch up to the world,
or get ahead of the world, or we stay where
we are. I discovered this week that eighteen
years ago a fiber cable was laid that connects
all five counties- all the schools- and that

much of that fiber is being unused. There
could be free Wi-Fi here. Do you know
how attractive that is to a company, or to
young adults? The whole town is wired. You
can open your laptop anywhere. Did you
know that we didn’t have 3G until just a
few months ago? That’s just absolutely out
rageous. I would have directors come here
for the Film Festival, and they would open
up their phones when they got off the plane
and they couldn’t get a signal. What’s the
message that sends to them when they can’t
get a signal here?
WPP: What do you predict for the future
of education in Michigan and the role that
technology will play?
MM: The state is broke, so we’ve got a real
problem in front of us. On one hand, it’s
not a good time to be involved in educa
tion in this state because there isn’t the
money to fund it. On the other, there’s
no better time than to try and turn things
around and take this state in a dif
ferent direction. I regret that that
hasn’t happened in the
last twenty years. We
allowed the “Big 3”
auto companies to dic
tate the policy in the
state. We let them build
the cars that they want
ed to build instead of
the cars that the soci
ety needed, and as a re
sult of letting them do
whatever they wanted
to do, we now have two
bankrupt car compa
nies, and a third one
that’s barely hanging
on. And the loss of tens
of thousands of jobs has
reduced the tax base
which has reduced the
school funding which
has effected everyone;
And so, I don’t want to
give you a sugar coated

*,

*1

answer here I think it’s very- we’re in seri
ous trouble, and it’s going to require ev
erybody pulling together to figure out hov
we’re going to get out of,this mess.
I have one thought about NMC.
NMC is funded through the tuition that
students pay, but primarily through the
taxes that the people of Grand Traverse
county pay. Only residents of Grand Tra
verse County pay taxes for NMC. Ben
zie, Antrim, Kalkaska, and Leelanau pay
zero taxes, and get to have this fine school
As a result, if you’re a student from any
of those other counties, instead of pay
ing $70 dollars an hour for your curricu
lum, you pay $140. If the millage were
to be spread out over this 5 or 6 county
area, were everybody to pay the millage,
the taxes would go down for the people in
Grand Traverse County, who are paying
100% of it right now. I asked Tim Nelsor
about this, and he thought that in order
to maintain what we have now at NMC,

• See MOORE on page 11
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Planning Development,
Developing Plans
JACKI ERICKSON

I

Press Staff Writer

for a very long time where we built extra roads;
it seems that we have a problem with duplicating
too much by building subdivisions out into the
countryside. We have to put new roads out there
and new services out there.
WPP: And then a city pops up where there is no

city...
JV: Well city or no city, we call it a township, they

When the Land Information Access System
(LIAA) was incorporated over sixteen years ago, ex
ecutive director Joe VanderMeulen lookedforward
to providing communities with some much-need
ed education. The LIAA’S goal was then- and still
is- to provide a variety ofservices to the public that
pertain to land use planning, resource and emer
gency management and environmentalprotection.
However, in a changing world where communities
must thrive to achieve sustainability in an increas
ingly dour economy, within a much faster paced
technological society, these tasks have changed con
siderably. Staff writer Jacki Erickson caught up
with Joe VanderMeulen to ask him a few questions
about his plan for improving Michigan in 2010.
WPP: As far as the human geography of Mich

igan in the future, what do you envision that
looking like?
JV: How far in the future?
WPP: Let’s say 2010.
JV: I think right now everyone is aware that

building is at a standstill. For many years, from
maybe the ‘60s on, there’s been a very big con
cern about uncontrolled, uncoordinated growth
and the growth is buildings of all sorts, but cer
tainly the development of subdivisions, strip
malls and things like that out into the country
side, which is often called sprawl. Sprawl is a
word that offends some people; others will just
say all we’re really talking about is inefficient de
velopment. That’s been a problem in the state

don’t tax themselves completely for all the services;
they use county services and there becomes a dis
pute between the city and the township over the
township getting free services from the county that
the city is having to pay for. We’ve been having
these disputes, what I call a land use dispute, even
though they talk about it as a money, it’s about the
land.
As I look now we see that things have
stopped, like Leelanau county has laid off their
permits people. People are simply not asking for
building permits right now. Many of the existing
developments are reaching a financial crisis stage,
we’re hearing about foreclosures everywhere. The
mall here is in receivership, I mean the big Tra
verse City Mall so it’s a tough time. We look at
land use and it’s probably at a standstill in terms
of development and it’s probably going to stay
this way for a while, a year, two, three - hard to
tell. It has everything to do with how quickly
the economy comes back and how quickly we
can stabilize the home crisis; foreclosures have to
stop. Right now our land values throughout the
state are still in decline.
We’ve done things with other communities
where recreation authorities or recreation planning
can be done together and reduce the amount of ad
ministrative costs, but make it more equitable so that
everyone is paying, rather than one group or another,
for something that everybody uses.
Now that’s the positive side. The negative side in
the land use arena is that we’re going to be looking
at, in the near future, a lot of empty buildings and
empty buildings lead to blight, broken windows,
vandalism and so forth. Controlling the blight will
be a challenge and it already is in many places, big
cities. I think we need to start addressing that, how
will we manage the contraction in the economy
and that has an impact on land use.
WPP: What do you think are Michigan’s major

tasks in improving the state in 2010? Especially in
terms of land use planning?
JV: Well I think it goes back to the coordination
and cooperation. They’re going to have to find ways
to do shared services, cooperative delivery of ser
vices. .. So that perhaps, in terms of things that we
wish we could see, what should be done is the eq
uitable sharing of the costs and services. .. .Another
option is the sharing of revenues- boy, is that a dan
gerous topic- yeah, revenue sharing and I think ser-

• See VANDERMEULEN on page 10

What matters the most
to Michigan’s future
I

KELLY DOBEK

Press Staff Writer

Tim Nelson has been the Pres
ident ofNorthwestern Michigan
College since February 26, 2001.
Since then he has seen some
major changes to the college and
the state. In this interview, we
gain some understanding ofwhat
President Nelson believesfuture
ofMichigan will look like.
WPP: Thank you for meeting

with us today.
TN: Let me start by saying that
Michigan, above anything else,
needs to believe it itself.
WPP: Why is that?
TN: In the past Michigan has been used for different types of indus

try. First it was timber, then minerals, agriculture and finally manu
facturing with the large automotive industry. The point of this is
Michigan envisioned nothing but heavy manufacturing and forgot
everything else. Michigan has gone through a significant statewide
recession. We are complaining about what we don’t have and forget
what we actually have. There is no one answer for the state.
WPP: How will education change and become part of Michigan’s

future as we move out of the recession?
TN: Education should start with the value chain — which is from

kindergarten to death - where there are no longer boundaries unless
they’re artificial.
WPP: What do you mean by artificial boundaries?
TN: Well, universities need to continue to provide access to the

global market. The Bologna Convention in Europe will allow for
the mobility of students to transfer to different universities without
the worry that their classes won’t transfer. The national lines will dis
solve for these students. Before, a student going to Paris had no way
to transfer to Madrid, which was a huge obstacle. This way, students
will be able to cross borders, so those artificial boundaries are dissolv
ing. ...It will create a higher education area which will make a stan
dard for degrees.
WPP: What is the future of Northwestern Michigan College?
TN: There is a growth in education, which is a pivotal time for uni

versities. This is to fill the need between the line from high school
to college - which is blurred. Select community colleges will offer
Bachelor degrees; this is not a question of if, but when. Schools have
to look at what assets [they] have and go forward with that. That’s
what we have done as a college. We ask the question, ‘What we can
combine to fit those assets?’
WPP: Why not just send students to the University Center?
TN: Offering more to the public will only help for the future.
WTP: What is your opinion on elementary and secondary schools,

what is in store for them?
TN: The K-12 grades are under a huge strain right now. Schools are
looking at the social compact, what education should have been as
[opposed] to what it will become. Education is very important. It al
lows for a more global, more economic world.

• See MICHIGAN'S FUTURE on page 11
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“Downtown!
That’s where the lights are bright!”

am toil

Nora Stone/ PRESS PHOTOS

I

NORMA JEAN MACNAUGHTON
Press Staff Writer

Though the future of Michigan is uncertain, local
businesses weather the current storm, looking forward to
a calm future.
It’s no shocker to say that Michigan is a rather
dismal place in the country right now. With a +14
percent unemployment rate, a massive state debt, and
daily cutbacks to education, things look grim. But, with
new policy changes emanating down from the White
House, and a change of Governor incumbent, many
local business owners are hopeful that the future holds
the cards for a whole new game, one in which Michigan
inches back to its former glory.
Catching up with downtown business owners is
no easy task; they are surprisingly busy despite low
temperatures and even lower tourism. But, of the few
who were available for interview, at least one felt excited
about the future.

Strength in Shelves
Amy Reynolds of Horizon Books is no stranger to
changing economic tides, with almost fifty years in the
business and three locations; in Traverse City, Petoskey,
and Cadillac, this savvy business lady and her husband
have weathered much and have blossomed into locally
loved hot spots in Northern Michigan. She shared some
of her insight on what has made them successful, but also
on how they intend to continue sharing their niche with
Northern Michiganians.
Reynolds keeps a professional eye on business
whilst keeping focused on her community. Horizon
Books features author signings, Friday night music
for local songsters, as well as a plethora of Northern
Michigan writers.
“We want to carry a broad selection, still stay
detail oriented, but given that, we are happy to engage

in community events, like author signings, author
visits, and hosting events the community wants and
supports,” says Reynolds.
Reynolds feels that the keys to her current success,
including putting in hard work, being in tune with
the community and a commitment to detail, have
enabled Horizon to stand the test of time and be such
a success. And although the future is shaky, Reynolds
feels strongly that being a successful Michigan business
is within reach and that the downward slump of
Michigan will be corrected.
“I’m an optimist,” she says, “I have some confidence,
we are in an extreme low right now, but I have some
confidence that something will happen.”
Reynolds doesn’t place that confidence without a
good list of changes she wants to see within Michigan.
Within education, the entertainment industry (not
just the movies; but tourism, outdoor recreation and
shopping), and policies, things will
change for the better.
“I think we need somebody
who’s not headed to Washington
D.C., somebody who wants to
do the job here, and who cares
about what’s happening here in
Michigan and to the people of
Michigan,” Reynolds remarks
on the qualities future leaders of
Michigan should have.

Unfavorable Flavors
While Reynolds feels
strongly about leadership based
on community, Dave Denison,
owner of Amical Restaurant
downtown, agrees, but feels that a
business drive is also necessary in
Michigan’s future leaders

“There has to be someone who can unite both parties
and speak the language of the business people and get
them all together,” he says.
Denison has owned Amical since it opening
fifteen years ago, and he remembers it as a similar time.
Denison attributes the evolution ofTraverse City’s
downtown to the success of the beloved restaurant of
French fare. When Amical opened in 1994, downtown
was filed with empty store windows and vacancies.
However, when Horizon Books and Amical appeared the
situation became more hopeful.
Then people began to invest in the downtown area.
Soon things were looking up, and downtown flourished
into a “hub” of entertainment, restaurants and shopping
opportunities. But things have changed, and Denison
admits that he’s disconcerted.
“I’m very concerned about it; our industrial base,
which is the backbone of the industry here in Michigan
is eroding and disappearing,” Denison
says. Since the 1990s, the economy
has sunk, statewide policies are heavily
taxing local business, and the auto
industry has hit bottom.

Challenging Issues
“The people that run the
automobile companies have the potential
to change things in Michigan. They are
in command of a huge base of skilled
and semi-skilled labor. Also, they are
a large taxpayer so when they are not
doing well they are a huge burden to the
state,” says Denison.
The uncertainty of the auto
industry however, has led Michigan to
examine other areas in which cutbacks

• See DOWNTOWN on page 17
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Why bother?
Your voice doesn t matter. There’s no need for you to speak up or
vote or pay attention. You’re just one in thousands. The people inter
viewed in this issue—the important people—they’re the ones who
matter. They’re the ones making the big decisions. It’s not like you
make decisions. It’s not like they’d listen to you.
None of these things really affect your life, anyway.
Up-to-date materials in the TCAPS classrooms? What do you care— •
you’re not in those classrooms. You’re done with high school. You don’t
have kids. And it’s certainly not like the children in those classrooms are
going to grow up to be the next generation of decision makers.
A wind farm off the coast in
Lake Michigan? Doesn’t both
er you one way or the other. You
THE ISSUE:
don’t pay the electric bill or know
Your chances of changing the
where the power for your hairdry
world
er and PS3 comes from. You don’t
OUR VIEW:
wonder what the horizon would
Why bother? You have no voice
look like with windmills added.
Would you rather have coal
burning power plants? Oh wait—
you don’t care. You don’t breathe, either.
The smoking ban on campus—and statewide, for that matter. Eh.
You’re a smoker, and it’s not like you’re going to change just because
the law says you have to. You’re not worried about your civil liber
ties. Or: hey, you don’t smoke, so what do you care? You’re not wor
ried about your health. Anyway, the people making these decisions
wouldn’t listen to you.
Since we’re speaking of smoking, what about marijuana legaliza
tion? Well, you’re not in jail, so it’s not like the overcriminalization
of a relatively harmless drug is taking any skin off your nose. Over
crowded prisons? They’re criminals, not human beings! And you
don’t have ulcers, or glaucoma, or cancer—-and all your friends and
family are the picture of health—so you couldn’t possibly have any
medical need for pot. Who cares what you think about it?
You’re not gay. Nobody you know is gay. Doesn’t bother you
that a whole section of the population doesn’t have the same civil
rights as everybody else. And even if you wanted to do something
about it—it’s not like they put these marriage amendments to a
vote. Besides, you don’t vote.
Want a left turn signal at the main NMC entrance? Heaven for
bid you speak up about it. Because we all know that a large group of
people demanding change from those in charge has never altered a
thing in this country. So don’t write a letter to the road commission
about it. Your voice doesn’t matter.
You never get sick. You don’t go to the doctor. You don’t need
health care. So there’s absolutely no reason for you to pay attention
to the heated debate in Congress on the subject. No reason for you
to give your vote to representatives and senators who will bring your
opinions to the national stage. You don’t have opinions. You don’t vote.
Michigan’s unemployment is the highest in the nation—so what? It’s
not like you’re worried about your job. You don’t know anyone who’s
been unemployed, maybe for months. Anyway, who cares if the state
of the state is rapidly deteriorating? You don’t live here. In fact, you’re
getting out of here as fast as you can. Doesn’t matter if your brain gets
drained from our region. You certainly couldn’t help by sticking around.
You’re never going to get pregnant, or get someone else pregnant.
Accidents just don’t happen. So it’s not important for you to have
an opinion on birth control, abortion, or your reproductive rights.
You’re never going to get into a situation where you have to make a
tough choice—so why should you be allowed to choose?
Now you’ve reached the end of this editorial. But it’s not like it
changed your mind about anything. There’s no reason for the press
to highlight important issues, since there’s nothing you can do about
them, anyway. You don’t vote. You can’t change anything. Why both
er even trying?
NORA STONE

Note From the Editors
White Pine Press goes online: whitepinepress.org
It’s been our dream for years: an official,
beautiful, functional White Pine Press website.
A place where readers can go to keep up with
us—regardless of location, regardless of
whether or not they had a hard copy in
their hands—and where our staff would
have unlimited opportunities to publish
stories both they and their readers are
interested in.
We believe the dream has
finally been realized at www.
whitepinepress.org, our very own
corner of cyberspace.
With a click, you’ll be able to read
everything from the print edition, as
well as extra web-exclusive content like
additional opinion pieces, movie reviews,
and expanded interviews with interesting folk.
You’ll be able to interact with us by participating
in story forums and taking polls on issues
conncerning NMC’s campuses and beyond.
We hope you’ll take the opportunity to visit the
website soon and see what we have to offer.

From coast to coast, newspapers are struggling as
readers turn to the Internet in increasing numbers
for information and entertainment on national and
local levels.
The White Pine Press has faced new challenges
as well. As writers with a love of newsprint and
ink, it is discouraging to feel that the physical
medium that has served well for over 25
years is becoming obsolete.
But we are determined to rise to
challenges rather than assume the
decline of print comes our decline as
well.
Fear not, our print edition will
still be available throughout town—
but in the so-called digital age, we
feel an online presence is crucial to the
continuing success of the White Pine Press.
We are very excited about the new horizons
opened to us at whitepinepress.org. Take a look—
we think you’ll like what you see!

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: Wfi/'fe Pine Press accepts let
ters to the editor from members of the col
lege and community. Letters should be less
than 400 words, typewritten, and signed
with your name, address and phone number.
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar,
spelling and length. Opinions expressed are
not necessarily those of The White Pine
Press staff or any college employee.

Press Editor-in-Chief

s

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686
BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com

BY FAX: (231)995-2110
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BEN ANDERSON

Press Staff Writer

I came across what I call “country suspicion” at the
public library in Bay City, Michigan, a few weeks ago. I
used to have a card there and was wondering if I could
use a computer and go online to check a few things. I was
slightly disheveled from the night before and my hair was
a little messy. However, I was sure that I didn’t look or
smell especially foul or ill-intentioned.
I explained to the older librarian that I used to live in
Bay City and I had a card at the library and just wanted to
use a computer for a short time.
The librarian was in her sixties and was dressed very
conservatively. She regarded me with such obvious suspi
cion that I was shocked and repelled. She literally looked
me up and down- from my face down to my shoes and
back to my face. She peered at me and squinted as if there
were some sinister, criminal meaning to my words. She
took my drivers license and began looking up information
with a prosecuting and judgmental air.
“There was just something about that young man. I
could tell right away. Turns out he owes us $9.90 in late
return fees from three years ago. Hmm, I’m good,” was
what she seemed to be thinking.
I knew then that I’d run into it, country suspicion. Our
modern attention spans have reached an all time brevity
and shallowness. The polite length of eye contact between
strangers is probably less than a second. But, if one is pos
sessed by the thought-form known as country suspicion,
that barrier is shattered and rendered non-existent. I call it
country suspicion, but it occurs in small towns and in cit
ies too. This occurs all over Michigan. It happens in Tra
verse City, but even more so in places like Bay City and
Midland where rural folks must bring their general suspi
cion and habit of sizing-up others to the workplace. Is susoicion the deformed ehost of curiosity? Mavbe. Perhaos in

Traverse City we’re used to visitors and new folks, so looks
here are generally short and polite.
This instance inspired me to compile and compare
other types of looks from all over Michigan and to won
der at their meaning. I’ve lived all over this state and real
ize there’s a different general look for each area - not to say
the only look, but the one you will surely run across in a
particular area.
It’s easy to compare suspicion with urban indifference
and paranoia. In the city, you get into the habit of never
really looking at anyone with any real expression; unless
it’s your job to be friendly or you’re looking at someone
you know well.
There’s the mid-state look. The Bay City and the Mid
land looks are often longer than one could hope for.
Maybe the flatness of the land in that area, stared over
through generations, is a contributor to this. It’s often a
long look full of suspicion at outsiders. No matter how
normal you look in Midland, if you’re a visitor to the
town, there’s a good chance that someone is long-look
ing you at any given moment. Looks at the passengers of
other cars are especially common. While I lived in Bay
City, I would often ride a mountain bike around town
for exercise. I would get suspicious looks, screamed at and
called all manner of names just for riding a bike at a good
pace. While riding the same way in Traverse City, no one
says anything. Why?
You can compare small town and country suspicion
with looks of urban indifference, mocking hipster ironic
stares and flighty looks of urban paranoia. Everyone’s eyes
are different, but how one looks is often a habit.
Looks are mixed in Ann Arbor, but there’s a predomi
nant urban look with more emphasis on status. That modern
and vet oddlv suDerstitious look of Dure image judgment and

materialism is more common. Squinty looks that quickly ap
praise your social value on a level far removed from surviv
al value. Ann Arbor is great and full of all sorts of amazing
people, but if you’re driving a car with two-tone replace
ment body parts and a dent, you will catch some long, dirty
and unhelpful looks. The looks of class-consciousness and a
winner/loser dichotomy. The look in Ann Arbor is taut with
ambition, competition and mental energy. In Traverse City,
if you have two-tone car and a dent, people might look, but
they usually don’t really look. Because its called “hitting a
deer,” around here. Or “being poor.”
I’ve lived in the Upper Peninsula too, where if your car
has a dent, people look more than they do in Traverse City.
But it’s more like they’re taking their time wondering which
creature you hit. Bear, deer or moose and how many times.
Paradoxically, in the ravaged city of Detroit, I recently
had some of my best and most positive looking experi
ences within the state. In Detroit, there’s plenty of that
urban indifferent non-look like in any other big city. But
there’s also another look on the backchannel, a “Yeah, we
live in Detroit” look. The “recession capital, formerly mur
der capital and still would be, but the city’s half-empty”
look. The “We’re still alive look,” which is a friendly, even
respectful look. Which makes me think about the East In
dian proverb, “Poverty is a virtue.” There was a curiously
large amount of even, calm eye contact and smiles from
strangers the last time I was in Detroit.
Overall, I don’t mean to cast aspersions upon the char
acter of certain towns. Please don’t be offended. I’m just
honestly relating what I myself have found to be the most
common- but not only- looks and expressions in different
areas. The general tone of an area’s interactions can say a
lot, especially the first, most immediate tone of the eyes.
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Social networking ironically murders social lives
I

PETER EBY

Press Staff Writer

Remember the time when schedul
ing hang-outs involved telephone calls
(landline, mind you) made between you
and your friends? Remember when you’d
divulge personal information only to your
closest pals? How about when you’d just
barely obtain the courage to ask out the
object of your affection — in person?
Those days have come and gone,
thanks to a phenomenon know as social
networking. And a couple days ago, I got
fed up with the whole gig. That’s right - I
cancelled my Facebook account.
I joined the site a few years ago, after
some of my friends had told me about
it. I loved the minutia of adding friends,
and was pleased to use it to meet new
people. But eventually, I began to use it as
a crutch. Instead of meeting and talking to
new people in the real world (affectionate
ly referred to as “the meatspace“), I would
find them on the network and add them
as my friends. My already-weak social
skills were fading by the day, it seemed.
But my personal social degradation
isn’t the only issue with these websites.

that allows us to forgo physical move
ment? Perhaps by then our emotions
will have disappeared entirely. Words
that poets forever wrote about, words
that held so much emotional power,
have been reduced to simple acronyms
we use to keep each other happy. Think
about that next time you are texted
those three silly little letters: “ilu.”

easily fall into. How can this be called
social? I used Facebook for two to three
years, and from it I became unreason
ably judgmental of other people. I
thought it was supposed to help me
become more social.
Worst of all, with social network
ing and other forms of textual internet
communication, we are losing emo
tion. It makes me feel sick knowing
that I am better at portraying my
feelings through typing and writing
rather than through talking. People
today pour their emotions into what
amounts to be tiny letters on a screen.
Think about this the next time you are
texted something vaguely emotional:
is this really feeling? Can you honestly
feel like you are loved when all you see
are the words “I love you,” or worse, the
acronym “ilu?”
Where will this loss of emotion
take humanity as a whole? Will we
face a sort of Brave New World-esque
future, a life full of stupefying pleasure-seeking through technology

I grew fed up because of the overload of
information. Once again, instead of meet
ing new people in the real world, I was
having their personal information shoved
in my face in the form of “status updates,”
bite-sized updates seen by all your friends.
This is one of Facebook’s most addic
tive and misused features. Many Facebook
users tend to obsessively update their
status. They’re either constantly informing
you of what amazingly boring thing they
just did, or they’re posting personal feel
ings that shouldn’t be shared with thou
sands of people in cyberspace in the first
place. Twitter, a very popular new social
networking site, is entirely based on status
updates. They’re just as bad as they were
on Facebook. Do we really need all of this
information?
The reason I abandoned Facebook
and Twitter was because of the con
stant information flow. I would begin
to look at other peoples’ profiles and
judge them based off the most minute
details. This is a very dangerous trend
that many social network users can

Press lllustration/RICHARD GAVITT

SOUriD BYTES
"There are many so-called orphanages that have opened
in the last couple of years that are not really orphanages
at all. They are fronts for criminal organizations that take
advantage of people who are homeless and hungry. And
with the earthquake they see an opportunity to strike in a
big way." FRANTZ THERMILUS, the chief of Haiti's National Judicial Po
lice, on growing trafficking of Haitian children. NY Times, 02/07/10.

"I think you should never have to change yourself like
that. If somebody loves you, they'll love you no matter
what." JESSICA ALBA, on a woman undergoing the knife to look just like
her. Wonderwall.msn.com, 02/07/10.

"People are not asking for tomorrow's politicians to start
sharing in their sacrifice; they're asking us to step up to
the plate now. It shows why Lansing has a credibility gap
with a lot of people in Michigan," said state REP. DAN SCRIPPS
on a recent vote that would eliminate generous retiree health insurance ben
efits for future lawmakers. Record-Eagle.com, 02/06/10.

"I am so not winning an Oscar." SANDRA BULLOCK, on her first
ever Oscar nomination, for Best Actress in The Blind Side. People.com, 02/06/10.

"And that milkaholic Lindsey wasn't over?" asks JEALOUS GIRL
FRIEND BABY in an E-Trade commercial shown during the Super Bowl, 02/07/10.

"We are in the fight of our lives. Michigan is under siege
and too many families are feeling the squeeze," said Lansing
Mayor VIRG BERNERO as he officially announced his candidacy for the gov
ernor of Michigan. Freep.com, 02/08/10.

"As with many great ecosystems across the country, in
vasive species have harmed the Great Lakes, and an inva
sion of Asian carp threatens to be particularly ecologically
and economically damaging," said chairwoman of the White
House Council on Environmental Quality NANCY SUTLEY on the Asian carp
problem Michigan is facing. Detnews.com, 02/08/10.
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A holiday? Only for the lucky couples
MADDY MESA

I

Press Staff Writer

Love: it’s everywhere. In romance novels,
cheesy songs and annoying movies with star stud
ded casts of A-List celebrities. And what day of the
year has more love in it than Valentine’s Day?
Too bad Feb. 14 has become a commercial
holiday. Greeting card companies have turned the
holiday into propaganda, a day where men must
prove their love for their women with flowers
and candy and thousand-dollar diamond neck
laces. Intimate feelings and words from the heart
are replaced with unoriginal messages on glittery
paper. It becomes a day of stress rather than a day
to spend time with the one you love.
When we were younger and naive, Valentine’s
Day was a time for decorating cards with paper
hearts and distributing them to everyone in your
class. We didn’t think about that special some
one to spend the day with. We only cared about
not leaving anyone out. Then, when we do get a
boyfriend or girlfriend, all we can think about is,
“How can I make this holiday special?”
Men spend days trying to find that perfect gift
for their lady, trying to please them, and trying
not to ruin their relationship. Women drop hints
whenever they see a Kay Jewelers commercial or
casually mention how much they love roses. Either
way, women expect their man to pull through for
them on the most romantic day of the year.
Unfortunately for all the single ladies and
men out there, no other holiday is more sad
and depressing, especially if you have once

loved and lost. Then Valentine’s Day becomes
bothersome with all the big colorful hearts on
store windows, the overstuffed teddy bears,
and the annoying love songs meant to be dedi
cated to “that special someone.”
It doesn’t help much that Valentine’s Day is
in the middle of February, the dead of winter.
All the snow, wind and sleet can be enough to
freeze over one’s heart, especially with no one
there to warm you up again.
“Happily ever after” doesn’t exist anywhere
but in love stories. No matter how “perfect”
your Valentine’s Day was, it’s only one day
out of 365. There are so many other days and
opportunities to be all lovey-dovey. Don’t strain
yourself to be overly romantic for just one day
of the year.
For those in a relationship: you’ll have other
opportunities to show your significant other
how you really feel. For those who are single or
recently broken up: I know it’s tough out there,
but get over it. It’s just for one freaking day of
the whole year.
And for those who are
celebrating their one-month
anniversary, you really need to
calm it down. No one likes to
hear how much you two are
in “love.” Do us all a favor
and keep the mushy details
to yourself.

•»
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What does Michigan need to succeed?
"Optimism."
ANN SWANY
Librarian

"To reinvent itself.
Find a new way to do
things, from education to
politics."

"Diversity!"

DELVON Q. NAPIER, 23
Marine Engineering &
Buisness

RENEE BUILES
Executive Chef

"We should join Canada
because we would get free
health care, weed would
be legalized, there's more
ports for trade and they
have winter sports."

"We were the
forefront of automotive
technology, we should
be the forefront of green
technology as well. And
legalize marijuana."

ANTONY MURRY, 20
Music Theory

SIMON ANTON, 21
Architecture

"Emphasize renewable
energy tourism and movie
making. And we need to
support education for our
children, with emphasis in
science."

"Cultural integration! The
more we learn about each
other the better we'll be."
ASHLEY FLEES, 20
Liberal Arts & Sciences

RENEE JACOBSON, 49

"Embrace what it already
has. Acknowledge and
protect natural resources
and celebrate and promote
what mkes us unique."

MELLA MCCORMICK, 34
Philosophy Instructor

"Michigan needs to
use the old factory
infrastructure downstate
and use it to start building
and exporting windmill
turbines."

"We need to change
the. way we think about
everything. We need to
think globally, because
we can't do it locally
anymore."

RUTHY POSLUSZNY
Student Life Assistant

LISA BLACKFORD
Student Life

10 news
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VANDERMEULEN continued
vice sharing is the other. We would
like to work with more communities in
doing joint planning and literally reduc
ing the number of planning commissions
and.reducing the duplication of like zon
ing administrators, people who do that
kind of work because we see enough
commonality between townships that
they can work together to create a single
planning commission.
WPP: Do you have any plans other than
what you just mentioned with the NSF?
JV: I 'm not ready to talk about a couple
of them. I’ve actually been talking to Tim
Nelson, the president of the college. One
of the big concerns we have, and prob
ably everyone is talking about, is energy.
We’re trying to figure out how we fit into
that picture and how we can help com
munities become more effective in terms
of managing the energy requirements and
what we might be able to do to educate
the larger population about those energy
concerns.
We have this tool, this television, and
I’m trying to figure that out. I’ve been talk
ing to Tim about possibly doing a series of
educational seminars. It’s not there yet, but

WPP: What can people in the communi
ty do to facilitate some of the changes that
you want to see in Michigan?
JV: Participate; they have to participate.

it is an area that we’ll be moving.
We are going to be working with com
munities on energy and, along side that,
the development of entrepreneurs in the
community. This isn’t really land use, but
if a community isn’t figuring out a way to
sustain itself, if it isn’t employing people in
the community, it isn’t going to last. We
have to figure out how things in the com
munity contribute to its own survival. We
talk about that as assets. What are the as
sets in the community? One of the things
we’ve done in the past is asset mapping.
You say what you have in your commu
nity that matters; it can be anything from
a physical resource like woods or trees to
simply people. If you know there are cer
tain talents in different people, then they’re
assets too. A whole combination of things,
such as organizations that are doing Boy
or Girl Scouts; the library is an asset. All of
these different components need to be put
on that geography and we need to think
about how to use those assets and how to le
verage them for the next job. The term that is
in the literature is gardening. How do we gar
den entrepreneurs? So I’m still trying to figure
that one out.

WPP: In what? In your projects?
JV: They’ve got to go to meetings. Go to

meetings.
WPP: Which meetings, anything within
the community, all of them?
JV: It’s painful, but it’s true. There’s a
phrasing, you’ll hear it if you talk to any
local government official at any length of
time, sooner or later they’ll say ‘govern
ment is run by those who show up.’ The
truth is we know we can stop things from
happening if we show up in large numbers
and scream about it; very large numbers al
most always stop a meeting. That’s how it’s
done. If that’s the negative, then what’s the
positive? We’re looking for positive change.
I don’t know, I really do think we still have
to really show up, that’s what everybody
says; show up. If you want to pass your
class in college go to class.
In addition to assisting communi
ties and organizations with land-use plan
ning, Joe is interested in increasing local

Ferris @ NMC
Did you know you can earn your bachelor’s degree right here on the
NMC campus? Ferris partners with your local community college to
provide a quality education at an affordable price. Our 2+2 and 3+1
programs are set up so that you take two or three years of NMC
courses and one or two years of Ferris courses. The overall cost of
your degree is low because you pay the community college tuition
rate and Ferris’ public university tuition rate. Financial aid is also
available for both the Ferris and community college classes.

Visit our local office to find out more.
Learn locally and save.

Ferris State
University
TRAVERSE CITY
Imagine?
2200 Dendrinos Dr., Suite 100, Traverse City, Ml 49684
Phone; (231) 995-1734 or (866) 857-1954
FerrisNorth@ferris.edu
www.ferris.edu/offcampus
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participation in the public access television
station, which LIAA operates from their
office in Traverse City. Joe is also propos
ing the creation of a science news bureau
designed to help citizens create reputable
science-based news articles that can then
be broadcast to the general public.
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MICHIGAN'S FUTURE continued

it would probably cost people about a mill on their property taxes. Now, to explain
what that means, you would pay $1 for every $1000 dollars that your property is worth.
Now let’s say that you have a $100,000 dollar house; you’d pay $100 a year. If you had a
$200,000 house, you’d pay $200 a year to support NMC. If you have a kid that’s going
there, and you live in Antrim County, let’s say you’re taking 4 classes at $420 a class per
semester- that’s $1700. You could be paying half that, if everybody paid the millage.
Right, now, the people who don’t have college age kids could say, “Well, why should I
have to pay that? I don’t have kids in school.” But that’s wrong thinking. That’s why ev
erybody pays taxes for our public schools k-12, because even if you don’t have kids in
school you realize that it’s the community, the society will suffer if the children are not
educated. So, the same has to be true for secondary, for college education. That has to
be a top priority in this area.

WPP: Moving on to jobs. Michigan has the
highest unemployment rates among the 50
states. When do you feel the state will recover?
TN: Michigan’s recovery probably won’t
happen until 2020.

come values entertainment growth. How
ever, entertainment is a more discretionary
income. A society without arts and culture
don’t grow well... The history won’t be
there, plus it does employ a lot of people.

WPP: That’s a long time. What is the
strategy for this recovery?
TN: Small organizations need to be en
couraged; they have to connect to the
global market. The strength in Michigan
should be small businesses. ...The state
also needs to drive towards innovation.
The issue is renewable energy, which is
very important. This is significant in cre
ating jobs for people in Michigan. How
ever, this requires more education.

WPP: What are the benefits there?
TN: Jobs versus wealth is a huge issue. Trade
media creates jobs, which really creates
wealth. Tourism attract a lot of people, espe
cially in [this] area. Those with the discretion
ary income are the health of the economy.
However in the current economic times, dis
cretionary income is hard to come by.

WPP: What do you feel was accomplished in the Traverse City Tomorrow meeting?
Have you heard some positive feedback in regards to that?
MM: Lots of positive feedback from people. Yes, very positive. People are ready to get
going. People want to make some of these things happen. Let’s do this now. Let’s not
wait. Let’s not have a five or ten year plan. Let’s have a five-week plan. Let’s have a tenweek plan. That’s really the attitude that I want to get going here, and want to change.
WPP: For all of that to work, it’s important that the people keep informed, and, civic
discussion is one of the best ways to do that. Are there any ideas laid out as to how to
involve the community more in the decision making process?
MM: Well, I think there should be more meetings like the one that we had [on Jan.
25 th]. And, as I suggested, I want to see a panel of young people. I want to hear from
young adults, what they think needs to happen here in Traverse City. What would the
city have to do to make them stay, or convince them to come back?

WPP: Since Traverse City is such a huge
vacation stop entertainment is vital to the
survival of the area. Your thoughts?
TN: Entertainment is a big industry. In

WPP: Thank you for your time.
TN: You’re welcome.

.aSS
W

WPP: Has turning NMC into a four-year university been a part of The Grand Vision,
or would an additional university be installed in the attempt to make Traverse City
more widely known as a college town?
MM: I think frankly we need both. We need a community college for those who need
only community college, and we also need a four-year university- that could be a branch
of U of M or MSU. I come from Flint, there’s a U of M branch in Flint. There’s one in
Dearborn. You look across lake Michigan to Wisconsin, University of Wisconsin has
branches in Madison, Milwaukee, Appleton, Eau Claire, Lacrosse, you know? Through
the whole state, you can go to the University of Wisconsin. Come on. We’re smarter
than Wisconsin aren’t we?
WPP: Well, who would we need to talk to, to get something like that rolling?
MM: Honest answer? It needs to come from you the students. This is not about talk
ing to somebody or asking permission. You are equal, voting citizens of this city, this
county, and this country. And, if that is something that you think is important for
this area, then you need to mobilize. You need to organize, and you need to make it
happen. You need to exert the same kind of political pressure that so many of you
did to help get Obama elected. That happened because of college students and young
adults. They made it happen. You made it happen. So, what is your other list of pri
orities for the life that’s in front of you? Because, let me tell you something: We, your
parents, have not handed you a very secure world, in the sense of the job market, the
economy... I throw it back to you. And, I, and many others will be there to help you
try and makfe this happen.

WPP: But the State Theatre offers free
showings, which helps!
TN: Yes - free is good!

CHEAPBOOKS.COM
textbooks: bought and sold, new and used, online buybacks

cheapbooks.com
or call

(260) 399-611 I
espanol

urdu/hindi/punjabi

(212) 380-1763

(713) 429-4981

see site for other support lines

Wash your hands for
at least 20 seconds.
(ABOUT AS LONG AS IT TAKES TO SING

THE ALPHABET.)

Cover your cough
and sneezes.
(NO TISSUE? HEY, YOU HAVE A SLEEVE.)

To learn
more about
flu prevention,
including
vaccines,
contact your
health care
provider, local
health
department,
or visit
michigan.gov/flu
or call 2-1-1.
of CommunayHealth

Stay home if
you’re sick.
(YOUR FRIENDS WILL LOVE YOU FOR IT.)

Get the flu vaccine.
(C’MON DON’T BE A BABY.)
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From Paris with Love
l
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A chance to help out and have fun

KENDALL KAYE SPRATT

Press A&E Editor

I have always said (and you can quote me) that you can never go
wrong seeing a action/thriller movie in theaters. From Paris with Love
proved me right again.
James Reece (Jonathan Rhys Meyers) is a personal assistant to
the U.S. Ambassador in France. Reece is great at his job and he has
a beautiful French girlfriend, but he dreams of moving up in his
side job: from a low-level CIA operative to a full-blown agent. So he
jumps at his first assignment as a senior-level agent.
He is excited and feels tremendously lucky, until he meets his
new partner, special agent Charlie Wax (John Travolta) who pulls
him into the gritty world of drug rings and terrorist attacks. When
Reece and Wax find pictures of Reece taped to the walls of a terrorist
hideout he must learn to rely on Wax, a trigger-happy, breaking-therules kind of agent, if he wants to live.
Pierre Morel, who directed the great film Taken last year, did
an excellent job directing this film. The plot and scenes flowed
seamlessly together creating a smooth film despite its rocky content.
After all these years of playing the singing, dancing, bad boy
heartthrob, John Travolta has found his true calling! He was great as
an “I don’t give a shit,” trigger-happy killing machine. He brought a
satirical humor to his character and he was very believable.
After doing movies like Old Dogs and Wild Hogs I was beginning to
think that he had lost it forever, but I was wrong. This movie proved
that Travolta still has it and is stronger then ever. Though the first ten
or fifteen minutes drag, it picks up as soon as he comes onscreen.
In the first ten or so minutes of the movie I was disappointed in
Jonathan Rhys Meyers. His acting definitely lacked any depth. He
was merely saying his lines, but as the movie went on his acting got
better. It was almost as if he had to warm up to the camera. He and
Travolta had great chemistry though, and they were very convincing
as partners. Reece was the exact opposite of Wax, sensitive,
compassionate and had a high regard for human life. Meyers did an
excellent job portraying these characteristics.
On the whole, this movie was definitely a worthwhile actionpacked thriller to see in theaters. The plot was interesting. Characters
had depth and had to make hard decisions that will make you think.
Check out this movie, I don’t think you will be disappointed.
Rated R for strong bloody violence throughout, drug content,
pervasive language and brief sexuality.
★★★☆

TRANSFERRING CAN BE EASY.
Take the next steps toward earning a bachelor’s degree.
• Transfer scholarships up to $4,000 annually.
• Transfer plans allow for easy transitions.
• Small class sizes averaging 15 students.
• Campus in Traverse City and online.

To create a personal transfer plan with an admissions
representative, please call 1-800-686-1600. Sign up for a
personal transfer web page at www.davenport.edu/vip.

Or visit www.davenport.edu/transfer for more information.

BUSINESS I TECHNOLOGY I HEALTH
www.davenport.edu

1-800-686-1600

{?
DAVENPORT
UNIVERSITY

TRAVERSE CITY 2200 Dendrinos Drive, Suite 104

THE BREAKERS Left-right: Patrick Beger, Kyle Bowen, Aaron Howard, Jim McCormick
and John Ransom performed live for Pine Palooza student fair in September. The band
is on the rise, with big gigs lined up for spring and summer.
Press Photo/CALEB STRAIGHT
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JESSI LAFFIN

Press Staff Writer

Inspired by the breaking waves of Traverse City’s
bay and 1970s rock’n’roll, The Breakers are getting
people across Northern Michigan up on their feet
and out on the dance floor.
The Breakers’ first big break was winning first
place at NMC’s Saturday Knight’s Talent Show
four years ago. They have been on the move since,
playing their way into the hearts of local
music lovers, and having fun in
the process. You may have seen
them at Union Street Station,
Lil’ Bo’s bar, Harbor Days
in Elk Rapids, the Alden
Stroll, or at local charity
events and more. They are
unique because they play
a wide variety of music,
including classic rock
covers and original pieces.
The band members are
John Ransom (on bass and
lead vocals), Aaron Howard
(lead guitar and vocals),
Pat Beger (keys, guitar, and
vocals), Jim McCormick (guitar
and vocals) and Kyle Bowen
(on the drums). They have a busy
and exciting summer planned ahead as
they continue to book events for the upcoming
season. They are currently scheduled to perform
at the Traverse City Car Show, which is held by
the Hagerty Insurance Company during the first
weekend of the National Cherry Festival.
“This will be our biggest show to date,” said
Ransom. “Last year over 10,000 people came to the
car show!”
Coming up before July, The Breakers, along
with Blue Dirt and Levi Britton, will be putting on

a benefit concert to raise money for the people of
Haiti on Wednesday, Feb. 17, from 7:00 p.m. until
2:00 a.m. The event is sponsored by Phi Alpha, a
social work honors society student group through
Ferris State University and Kilkenny’s Irish Pub,
where the event will take place.
There will be a suggested donation of five
dollars at the door. There will also be silent auctions
and prize drawings.
“All proceeds will go to Missions of Love
which is an organization that provides
medical care, clean water and
micro-finance loans directly
to the people of Haiti,” said
Ruthy Posluszny, the event
organizer.
In our safe part of
the world, far from
Haiti, it’s easy to forget
after a couple of weeks
that the people are still
hurting and in need of
help. This is a great way
to contribute—and hear
some rockin’ music in the
process.
The Breakers definitely put
on a show to remember. They’re
a talented, upbeat, tightly knit
group of guys with a passion for music
and entertainment.
“Feeding off the energy of the crowd will put you
on cloud nine,” said Howard. These boys truly care
about their audience having a good time, and most
likely they will, because the band is doing the same.
So stop in, join the fun and help support the cause!
To learn more about The Breakers visit www.
myspace.com/wewillbreakyou or their Facebook page.
And to learn more about the benefit visit www.
kilkennyspub. com.
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Is this music?

A movie for everyone

Rob Zombie: Hellbilly Deluxe 2

■
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Even on Valentine's Day, it's not one-size-fits-all

DAKOTA DEEREN

Press Staff Writer

For all you heavy metal fans, Rob Zombie is back. Between his
movie career and TV appearance on “CSI: Miami" he somehow
found the time to make a new album. I really wish he hadn’t.
Songs like “Sick BubbleGum” didn’t do anything for me. They
seemed a little feminine for the macho-creepy-man thing Rob has
going on. It is angry and off-pitch — or rather no pitch, no tune. I
wouldn’t consider it music or even enjoyable.

I have to say I like some of the old movie samples he used at the
beginning of some of his songs. It made me a litde hopeful, but they
soon turned into the same growling, unpleasant sounds from earlier.
Die-hard Zombie fans will probably be pleased with his new
album, since it sounds much like what I have heard before while
flipping through the stations on the radio. I myself couldn’t even
make it through the whole album and could live my life quite hap
pily without ever hearing a Rob Zombie song again.

New on DVD
The House of the Devil
Available on DVD since Feb. 2, “ The House of the Devil!’ written
and directed by Ti West, is an endearing throwback to ‘80s horror
with high-terror and bizarre plots alike. Jocelin Donahue portrays
Samantha, a benign college student looking for rent money in all
the wrong places - like the decrepit mansion whose owner is offer
ing work. An hour later, Samantha is covered headto-toe in blood, delirious, and running around
with a butcher knife. Throw in a few Satanist
acolytes, something about a lunar eclipse and the
Antichrist, tack on an ambiguous ending, and
you’ve got an accurate ‘80s horror homage. While
the pacing of the film could be described as
excruciating - nothing actually happens until
the last twenty minutes of the movie - the
attention to detail is surprising. Horror aside,
this movie captures everything any ‘80s movie
ever presented; the cinematography, soundtrack,
and aesthetics are perfect.

I
I

KENDALL KAYESPRATT

Press A&E Editor

Whether you’re looking for love, dating, in a
long-term relationship, brokenhearted, devoted
to hating men or devoted to your BFFs, there’s
a movie out there to fit your mood or frame of
mind. From great classics to modern love tales and
everything in between, there’s a movie to fit any
relationship status.

thing sappy. This means movies like The Notebook,
Casablanca, and Pride and Prejudice. Sorry guys, but
it’s the girls’ turn to pick out the movie and snuggle
in close to you as Humphrey Bogart says to Ingrid
Bergman, “here’s looking at you, kid.” Girls, don’t
take advantage of your man’s patience - give him a
break and watch movies like 300. It’s a guy movie,
but ladies, don’t let all the blood keep you from
spending time together. Just focus on the three hun
dred shirtless Spartans and their six packs.

On the verge

Heartbroken

For those out there on verge of love and looking
for the courage to put yourself out there, you may
want to watch a classic like Breakfast at Tiffany’s.
Holly Golightly, played by Audrey Hepburn, is not
looking for love, but money and security. Confused
about her feelings and afraid of get
ting hurt, Holly tries to find some
one who will take care of her
financially. In the end she
finds a man
who loves her
for who she
is and cares
about her
enough to
make her feel
secure.

Only time can heal a broken heart. Now there
are two ways to pass the time. 1) You can curl up
in your pajamas with a tube of cookie dough and
watch tear-jerkers like Love Story or Titanic, both
tragic stories of two lovers who become
one lover left alone in the world. May
not make you feel any better, but at
least you’ll have had a good cry...

MADDY MESA

Press Staff Writer

Classics in
their own
right

If the classics aren’t
your style, try something
along the lines ofJerry
Maguire. Nothing can
compare to Tom Cruise’s
famous line: “you com
plete me.” Jerry Maguire will leave you with the
sense that love can be found anywhere and truly
complete one’s life. Just probably not at hello.
Another movie that will leave you feeling that
fairy tales really do come true and love is always
possible is Pretty Woman, starring Richard Gere
and Julia Roberts.
Date night

The two of you have just starting seeing each
other. Girls: you don’t want to freak him out with
mushy romance movies, and guys you want to
please your lady. So why not try a movie with more
action for the guys and a touch of romance for the
girls? You could try True Lies. Yes, the movie with
Arnold Schwarzenegger and Jamie Lee Curtis. Not
your typical romantic movie, but there’s plenty of
action. Other great suggestions include, The Fast
and the Furious, Die Hard, The Italian Job, Mr. and
Mrs. Smith or any of the Bourne movies.
Committed

Heartbroken
and angry

Or: 2) You
can decided
that wallow
ing in self
pity isn’t your
style and try
movies like
Tyler Perry’s
Diary ofa Mad Black
Women or The First
Wives Club. Both movies are
about powerful women who
right all the wrongs their
men have done to them.
And if that still doesn’t sat
isfy your thirst for blood try
Red Eye or Lara Croft: Tomb Raider (especially the
second one), which will leave you feeling satisfied
and powerful.
Hope

Last but not least there are those movies that
give you the extra push you need after you’ve
broken up. (500) Days ofSummer is one of these
movies. It tells you not give up on love after you’ve
had your heart broken, there’s someone out there
for you. Life happens, but doesn’t end when you
breakup. This movie really shows how life can be
and that there is love after loss. You just have to
take that chance and put yourself out there.
Maybe you just want to laugh

Maybe you don’t buy into all that mushy
romance stuff or maybe you just want to have
fun. If this is you, try Superstar, Blades of Glory,
Pineapple Express, Talladega Nights, Hot Rod, etc.
These movies are bound to have you in tears (the
good kind).

After the first few months the awkward phases
of a relationship has passed and it’s time for some

«
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Super Bowl? More like Super Lame...
Nov. 13, 1987, is a day that shall live in infamy.. .at
least for my parents, that is. On that day, I came into ex
istence in this crazy world. Now, I’m not saying that the
minute I was born I became a Chicago Bears fan, but it
was pretty darn close. I have loved the Bears with a pas
sion for years, trying to catch every game I can.

DONT DO IT
IN THE DARK

■

ALEXANDER BRAND

was bombarded by a variety of commercials. Now, usually
these are works of art, full of satire, but this year’s were ex
tremely disappointing and angered me.
For instance, Dodge ran an ad for the Charger. It con
sisted of several men saying a variety of things that they
do for their significant other just because they can drive
the car they want. The commercial is called “Man’s Last
Stand” and portrays men as hating to make any sacrifices
for someone they care about.
Another commercial shows a man leaving for his base
ball game while his wife is having her book club meeting. As
he leaves, he sees beer on the table, drops his gear, and sits

Press News Editor

So, when the Super Bowl came around, I settled down
on my couch with high hopes. This year pitted two pass
ing teams against each other, so I didn’t expect much
for rushing or any fast paced action. But holy crap! This
Super Bowl had to fall in the top ten most boring of all
time. Sure, mad props to New Orleans for finally taking
home the Lombardi trophy, and props to Manning for
trying.. .even though he looks like a grandpa and needs to
go back to the nursing home.
So, while waiting patiently for the game to start, which
happened in the fourth, and hoping that the members of
The Who survived their performance without a stroke, I

down, mumbling about books. It ends with his whole team
at the house partying, with the men showing no knowledge
of books.
Let me make one thing clear: not ALL men are bum
bling idiots. Some like to read, some actually give a damn
about what their partner asks them to do, and some are
even educated. Yeah, relationships are hard work. A lot of
the things that the Charger ad talks about do come up in
heterosexual relationships, but the reason men do it is not
for a stupid car, I promise you that.
Every relationship consists of making sacrifices and allow
ances to find an agreement that works. The only way that this
is achieved is by open conversation about the issues that you
may have. I share living space with my fiancee, and we have
had to make a lot of adjustments to meet each other’s liv
ing styles, but we do it because we love each other, not for a
Dodge Charger, which isn’t even that great of a car anyway.
The real issue on the table is gender stereotyping in advertis
ing. Too often I see the same old jock on sports ads, a twig-thin
model selling anything from soap to cereal or the skinny nerd
buying the newest technology. Products are not for members
only clubs, and they certainly don’t change who you are. So,
next time you watch television, try to count the number of
times advertisers stick to stereotypes. It certainly doesn’t match
up to the real world. So, as a larger culture, let’s start trying
to view the world as it is, not how these corporate advertisers
would like us to be.

Cautious in the cold
You never know what the weather is
going to bring, but for student pilots at
NMC winter weather brings boredom,
frustration, and a very real worry: ice.

Traverse City is a wonderful place to
fly, at least in good weather. But north
ern Michigan winters bring the kinds of
weather that keeps pilots on the ground
for days, if not weeks at a time. Low vis
ibility, high winds, and low clouds all work
together to make flying an airplane a chal
lenge, and learning to fly one basically im
possible. Each of these obstacles can be
overcome individually in one way or an
other, and for a properly trained pilot all
can be conquered easily. Pre-planned ap
proaches and modern technology lessens
the problem faced by low visibility, and
having multiple choices for landing di
rection helps with the wind. The clouds,
however, present a serious safety concern:
flying through a cloud in subfreezing tem
peratures causes ice to build on the plane.

This not only causes the plane to have to
work harder, but ruins the precise shape of
the wing that keeps it in the air.
This sounds a bit chilling, especial
ly for people who travel often. Everyone
who’s ever been on an airplane proba
bly knows that planes fly through clouds
all the time. That’s all well and good
for airliners, as the big boys have sys
tems on board to reduce if not eliminate
ice formation. NMC’s Cessnas aren’t so
lucky. Our ice removal system is a heated
hanger. So instead of fancy toys, NMC
offers a better way: ice prevention. Quite
simply, the best way to deal with aircraft
icing, is to stay out of situations where
icing is a danger. Most of the time, that
means staying on the ground.
At first, this can be frustrating. I asked
myself “What am I learning by being ground
ed?” The answer is simple and is indeed one
of the things that make Northern Michigan
an excellent flight training environment; by
having to deal with inclement weather on a
regular basis, pilots learn risk management
skills and learn where to draw the line be
tween bad weather, and unsafe weather.
My own experience with aircraft icing
was short-lived and relatively unevent
ful. On a night time trip from Ontonogon to Traverse City, my instructor and I

needed to climb through a thin layer of
clouds to reach our assigned altitude. With
temperatures near the “danger zone”
for ice, we took a minute to analyze the
situation. There had been no reports of
icing in the area by other aircraft, no icing
warnings from the weather service, and we
could make out a few of the brighter stars
above us. From this we concluded that the
chance of picking up ice from the cloud
was slim, and even if we did pick up
some, we wouldn’t be in the clouds for
very long.
We decided to climb
through the
clouds,
but if we
hadn’t come
out the top
within one
thousand
feet we
would
head back
down into
open air and request a new altitude. The
cloud layer ended up being about five
hundred feet thick, and we were through
it quickly. We did, however, pick up just
enough ice to be able to make it out on
the leading edge of the wing. Even with

this extremely thin layer, the plane did lose
one or two of those vital miles per hour
needed to stay airborne.
The ice fell off quickly, and the whole
experience really didn’t effect the flight at
all. But I learned many things: just how
fast ice can accumulate, what sort of effect
even a little bit of can have on flight char
acteristics, and that aircraft icing is a thing
to be respected. But I also learned a
process to follow when ice is en
countered, a process that can
make even a bad situation
manageable.
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PUN TIMES BY RICHARD GAVITT
Hey Ted, how are you?
Great! I met a great
woman at the bar last night.

Yeah! The only downside
that I can think of are her
thick legs.

...I guess you could say that her legs
are thigh-zable.

Oh yeah?
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Why choose CMU’s

Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education Program?
"I was so impressed with the enthusiasm and support from the CMU advisors
throughout my undergraduate experience. One of them even called a potential
employer with a job recommendation four years after Id graduated!"
- Megan Hancock, BS in Elementary Education, TCAPS teacher

"Central Michigan University's elementary education program in Traverse City is a
high quality education program that promotes excellence and student success. It
provides students with the skills to make a positive difference in their community."
- Rose Gallagher, BS in Elementary Education, GTACS teacher

"With CMU's Traverse City program, I was able to get all of my classes in Traverse
City, which allowed me to stay in the area and work part-time, too. My experience
in CMU's Off-Campus Elementary Education program was truly positive, and I
would highly recommend it to anyone."
- Matthew Dickinson, BS in Elementary Education, Trinity Lutheran teacher

They chose CMU. Shouldn't you?

CMU

We make it possible. Central Michigan University in Traverse City.

NMC
University

Call 231-995-1756 or toll-free 877-268-4636 today!
www.cel.cmich.edu/traversecity

TraverseXity@cfnich.edu

..

CMU is an AA/EO institution (see www.cmich.edu/aaeo). ww
................... .............................................. .......................... .......... '.. ...
..................................... ................ .. .....

27444 i/10

Opening New Doers
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Sherlock Holmes: The Final Adventure, Feb, 11-21 at the Old
Town Playhouse’s New Studio Theatre. Thursday, Friday and
Saturday performances are at 8:00 p.m. and Sunday performances are
at 3:00 p.m. This adaptation of Arthur Conan Doyle and William
Gillette s original 1899 play was written by Stephen Dietz and was
the winner of the 2007 Edgar Allan Poe award for Best Mystery7 Play
of the year. For more information, call (231) 947-2210.

Sweetheart of a Sale, Downtown Traverse City, Feb. 12-15.

Presidents Day sales will be featured throughout downtown Traverse
City. For more information, call (231) 922-2050, or visit www.
downtowntc.com.
Jay Buchanan live at the City Opera House, Feb. 13 from 7:00-

11:00 p.m. Local talent Jetty Rae will be opening for this “Best in the
West” musician. There will be a meet and greet following the show.
Tickets are $15 per person and $25 for a couple in advance or $20
per person at the door. For more information, call (231) 941-8082
or visit www.cityoperahouse.org.
The Princess Peony, Feb. 13 at 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. and Feb. 14
at 2:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. at Milliken Auditorium. The Northwest
Michigan Ballet Theatre presents their foil length baliet version of
this Japanese story. Tickets are $14 for adults. For more information,
visit www.ballet-etc.com.
College Goal Sunday, Feb. 14 from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. at the Beckett

Building. For more information about this event Or about the NMC
financial aid office, e-mail financialaid@nmc.edu or call (231) 9951560.
International Affairs Forum on Why the Arctic Matters at Milliken
Auditorium, Feb. 18. Mead Treadwell, chair of the U.S. Arctic
Research Commission will speak from 6:00 -7:30 p.m. For tickets or
more information, call (231) 995-1700.

adventures

start here.

A forum on saving energy led by the municipal training director for

the International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives, David
Konkle will be at the Hagerty Center. The Grand Vision working
group will host this forum on Feb. 18 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. For
more information contact John Parker at (231) 313-1612, or news@
thegrandvision.org.
Traverse City Comedy Arts Festival, Feb. 19-21 at several

*

wfi

downtown venues. This new festival, .organized by those who helped
to create the Traverse City Film Festival, will be featuring nationally
known comedians, improvisational sketches and films. For more
information, contact Deb Lake at deb@traversecityfilmfestival.org or
(231) 392-1134.
NMC BBQ ticket sales kick off Feb. 20 at the Grand Traverse Mall

from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. There will be children’s games and
prize giveaways as well as an appearance by Chip, the lifesize buffalo.
For more information, contact Paul Heaton at (231) 995-1019.
2010 Tasters’ Guild Auction. Set for Feb. 26, at 7:00 p.m., the an

Transfer to one of the "Best in tfw Midwest," With more
than 200 A'eas of study, a well-rounded
teundat'cn. _-"a!l daw sixes, vibrant slurfajjJ.iite, taauUu
campuses, and affordable tulhcr. Me hare Ktg&a grand
advwtuie. ‘aik to an .onsite ado set abaij afl w ^crtt**ies .
■n sranms C«y w at ixr Mils and Grand Rapdscorpjses.

ed.i.*rav«rw
{231)995-178b
® 1

St'

GRAND VALUE

nual Tasters’ Guild Auction to benefit NMC’s Great Lakes Culinary
Institute will feature two new raffles in addition to the traditional
live and silent auctions. Held at the Hagerty Center on NMC’s Great
Lakes campus, the event features international cuisines prepared by
Great Lakes Culinary Institute students, with local and select region
al and international wines. Net proceeds go toward academic schol
arships, books and equipment for students. Tickets for the Tasters’
Guild event are $45 per person in advance, $600 for a reserved VIP
table for 10, and $50 at the door. This event begins at 7:00 p.m. Feb.
26 and usually sells out in advance. For more information, call (231)
995-1197.
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2010 Winter Olympics

DOWNTOWN continued
can be made. Including that of the education system. Budgetary
quandaries have left many instructors jobless, and even more
supporters of educational institutions without a pay check.
“It’s a really bleak time for everybody, including the educational
community, so I think you need to recognize the strengths of what
you have and that’s the experience in the classroom of the teachers
that are instructing the kids,” Denison comments.
Though cutbacks have made it difficult for teachers, both
Denison and Reynolds agree that standards in education still need to
be high.
“I think that in terms of actual instruction there is just not
enough time devoted to it,” says Reynolds.
For the future, both hope to see an emphasis on raising
the standards for both instructors and students. But this desire
extends beyond just the education system, and into the realm of
entertainment and tourism in Michigan.
“I think Michigan is starting to make its mark, but I’m sad that
we had to give so much away in order to do that. Making our mark
is truly using the natural beauty of Northern Michigan, and I think
that should be evident without having to sell it,” says Reynolds of
her concern for how things have been going thus far.
Reynolds feels that Michigan can influence recreation and
tourism by using its assets, and Denison tends to agree.
“I think that we need to continue to strongly market the natural
resources that Michigan has to offer. The Pure Michigan advertizing
campaign, which they finally, finally, decided to spend some
money on over the last year or two, is really going to pay off,” states
Denison.

The Best Laid Plans
Ultimately, the future is yet to be decided. But what both
business owners agree upon is that things have to change for the
better. No matter who brings these changes about, whether it be
political parties, business people, or the government, things must get
better. But until they do, these business owners will keep at being
successful no matter what the economic conditions.
“Our focus has to remain on our business, I think that it always
has, and that is our success,” says Reynolds.
“My customers.. .tell me what they want, and we try and make
sure we deliver the product, that we deliver the experience that we’re
known for since we’ve got fifteen years in. Now is not the time to
stop listening and rest on our laurels, now is the time to focus on the
clients you have and try to get a few new ones,” Denison says.

Watch for these highlights this season

I

KENDALL SPRATT

Press A&E Editor

This year’s Olympic games will be held in
Vancouver, starting Friday, February 12 and
running till Sunday, February 28. The opening
ceremony will start at 6 p.m. on February 12.
This is definitely something you won’t want to
miss seeing. All the countries participating, and
the lighting of the torch is never less than awe
inspiring.
At the 2006 Torino winter Olympics, 80
different nations were represented and over 80
nations are anticipated in this years games.
According to www.nbcolympics.com:
“Officially, the 2010 Winter Olympic Program
includes 7 sports, some featuring multiple
disciplines. NBCOlympics.com considers certain
disciplines to be sports, thus presenting 15 total.
Within the 15 sports are 86 medal events.”
These sport are Alpine Skiing, Biathlon,
Bobsled, Cross-Country, Curling, Figure Skating,
Freestyle Skiing, Hockey, Luge, Nordic Combined
Short Track, Skeleton, Ski Jumping, Snowboarding
and Speed Skating.
Of course, most people won’t want
to or have the time to watch every
sport represented at the games so here
are a couple highlights you may be
interested in.

good sportsmanship.
3. The way these guys and gals fly through
the air on their boards is simply amazing. I
recently watched the Dew Tour (a snowboarding
competition preparing athletes for the winter
games) and it was great. It got me really pumped
for the Olympics.
Maybe I haven’t named something you want to
see or maybe you’re wondering, “Where can I find
out when everything takes place?” Well just go to
www.nbcolympics.com to find out everything you
need to know, from who will be there to what times
events will take place. You can even sign up for
mobile alerts.
The United States is third on the All-Time
Winter Standings for medals with 216 (78 gold,
80 silver and 58 bronze). In the ’02 games U.S.
athletes brought home 34 medals, let’s cheer our
athletes on and hopefully they’ll be inspired to
bring even more home than ever before.

Hockey

You don’t have to be a fan of the
Olympic to enjoy watching this sport.
The athletes chosen to become Team
U.S.A. are players you probably pay
attention during the three and a half
years without the Olympics, so you
may already know and love many of
these athletes.
Snowboarding

I love watching snowboarding for
many reasons.
1. They always wear these funky
looking snowsuits.
2. They always seem to have such

Vancouver 2010

*

February 12, 2010

1 8 VIDEO GAMES

Mass Effect 2
will have an affect on you

I

SCOTT PELL

Press Staff Writer

Mass Effect was a fantastic game, with incredible
characters and story telling, however it did have some
problems. Awkward and clunky combat, frustrating
driving sequences and run of the mill side missions.
Mass Effect 2 takes care of gll those problems and
maintains an absolutely incredible story.
Mass Effect 2 takes place two years after the
events of the first Mass Effect game. Shepard and
the rest of the Normandy crew are attacked by an
unknown foe. Almost everybody makes it off the
ship, but Shepard is separated and gets picked up
by an organization that calls themselves Cerberus, a
pro-human extremist group.
Cerberus is lead by a character, Illusive Man,
who is voiced by Martin Sheen. Cerberus heals
Shepard and gives him, or her, the supplies he, or
she, needs to save the galaxy from the mysterious
creatures called the Collectors. The Collectors are a
race of insect-like aliens who have been abducting
human colonies and Shepard is the only one that
can stop them.
Right away, players will notice a big difference
in the combat. They can map up to three powers
of their own and one from each of their
AI controlled partners. Players can
still pause the game and assess the
situation. They are also no longer

bogged down with the plethora of powers, and
instead classes only have a few distinct powers, which
can change gameplay immensely.
Another huge improvement is the enemy and
partner AI. Players have a superior control over their
AI counterparts, allowing players to set up for fierce
enemy attacks. Enemy AI will try to flank, and do
anything they can to kill you, rather than sit around
and wait for you.
The team at Bioware maintain their ability to tell
a good story. Characters are deep and have multiple
dimensions. Mass Effect 2s story deals a lot with
the issue of trust. Members of the team that players
assemble in the game all have “loyalty missions,”
which give these characters depth and history. Other
side missions are also well designed, with a unique
experience each time, rather than recycled rooms and
scenarios.
The galaxy is incredibly immersive, and gives
players an idea of how things run in the universe
of Mass Effect. I had fun getting lost in these areas,
because of the diversity and complexity of each world.
The presentation of the game is fascinating
because it is a believable universe, with
history and culture, and it allows
players to become lost in it.
Mass Effect 2 also improved
the equipment and inventory
system, by not having one
at all. The loot that players
find, but don’t need turns to
cash. Players can also
upgrade armor,
weapons, abilities
and their ship.
The one drawback
of Mass Effect 2 is
when upgrading weapons
— players require minerals to
do so. In order to get minerals,
players must scan planets and extract said
minerals from the planet. This is a bit
of a bore, even with the occasional side
mission to do.
Overall, Mass Effect 2 is a fantastic
game that you will not want to pass
up. With great characters, story,
and combat, ME2 has it all! J highly
recommend that you play the first Mass
Effect because Mass Effect 2 has a feature
to import your character from Mass Effect,
allowing for a more personalized experience
in Mass Effect 2. Also, by importing
your character, players get bonuses
in Mass Effect 2. The game is so rich
with content that all players will enjoy
different experiences. Mass Effect 2 is a
true role playing game experience.
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we want

YOUR OPINION
about

SPRING BREAK
timing!
Students!
Check your NMC mbx email.
Take the Spring Break Survey.

Complete by

Friday, February 26
and be entered to win a
$50 NMC Bookstore

Gift Certificate.
Thank you for your opinion!
public service announcement

The Traverse Bay Sunrise Rotary Club
announces its first annual

Shoe & Snacks for
Backpacks fundraising event
Sunday, February 21,2010
from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m
at Timber Ridge Restart

The $15 registration fee will sponsor
one fully supplied backpack for the 2010

Backpacks for Kids program
Participants will enjoy a snowshoe trek
on groomed trails with complimentary
hot beverages and snacks. Limited
on-site rentals ($5/pair) are available
thanks to event partner, GT Cycle (231941-4868). Advance registration is
encouraged. This is a family-friendly
event with a maximum registration fee of
$25. Additional donations are welcome.
Please visit

www.tcsunriserotary.org
for details, or contact Jessica Luckey at
(213) 932-6238.
public service announcement
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iPad is...revolutionary?
Apple hails new device as "magical" - customers will get less done much faster

I

WILL MCCONNELL

Press Staff Writer

If there ever was a paradigm for intuitive
and potentially productive technology put to
the worst uses, like checking Facebook and
watching YouTube videos, it’s the iPad.
And even then, the iPad comes off as
overpriced, unimpressive, and unnecessary.
“iPad creates and defines an entirely new
category of devices that will connect users
with their apps and content in a much more
intimate, intuitive and fun way than ever
before,” said Steve Jobs while debuting the
product on Jan. 27.
The device is half an inch thick and weighs
a mere pound and a half - available in three
models: a 16GB for $499, a 32GB for $599,
and a 64GB for $699.
Although the iPad was speculated to cost over a
thousand dollars before its unveiling, the 16GB
model is only $100 more than the 64GBmodel iPod touch, which came out in 2007.
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A Distinct Lack of Features

Steve Jobs repeatedly slammed netbooks during his keynote address on Jan. 27,
though most have much more functionality than the iPad. Netbooks - small,
inexpensive laptops, usually without a disc drive - though not as fast or as powerful
regular laptop, are still fully functional computers.
The iPad has no USB port, no built-in camera, an on-screen keyboard, and low
memory. Meaning no video-chat, no external memory uploads from cameras, no
heavy typing, and a lack of media storage.
Even worse, the iPad doesn’t support flash in web browsing (which represents
70% of online games, and 75% of online video players). Nor does the iPad support
multitasking - perhaps its biggest drawback. You wouldn’t be able to look at photos and
listen to music at the same time. Or use an iPad and have fun at the same time.
The Problem with Arbitrary Technology

Fresh gadgets released nowadays only seem to do one thing correctly: blur the line
between uselessness and productivity. Companies and developers streamline new products
towards those who’ll use them to get nothing done - maybe sending a tweet every once in
a while, or lazing around Facebook.
How does this technology accomplish anything, in any sense?
Most of what you’ll find for sale in the App Store for an iTouch or iPhone are ideas
scarcely transcending gimmicks. Every once in a while you’ll find a cool game, but that’s
it. It’s an expensive distraction that gets old, fast.
“You know, it’s true, when something exceeds your ability to understand how it
works, it sort of becomes magical. And that’s exactly what the iPad is,” said Apple’s senior
vice president of industrial design, Jonathan Ive, at the beginning of an iPad demo video.
He nearly had tears in his eyes.
While you’re able to read an eBook, edit photos, listen to music, browse the Internet,
and watch movies with the iPad, it doesn’t render an eReader, mp3 player, or laptop
worthless by any means.
Apple needs to stop hailing the iPad as the holy grail of personal computing. It’s not
even close.

Look for the iPad to go on sale in late March, but consider an eReader, laptop, or mp3
player first. Think functionality - and don’t fall for a gimmick!
Slight Controversy

Due to a poor choice of name, the biggest initial reaction to the iPad’s unveiling was
making fun of it.
In 2005, MADtv spoofed Apple with its own “iPad:” a sketch delving into women’s
hygiene products. Recently “iTampon” was second only to “Haiti” in tagged words on
Twitter — the joke has become synonymous with the iPad.
It remains unknown if the iPad will have an app for heavy flow.

Approximately actual size, about 9.5 inches tall and 7.5 inches wide.

«
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Your fate is to
let go
What is fate? I have often heard it described these ways:
“It wasn’t part of God’s plan for me to get this job,” “I
guess it wasn’t in the cards,” or, “It isn’t my destiny to
be a dancer.”

lilllll

HERE AND
THERE
H AMANDA CAMPBELL

■ Press Staff Columnist

Fate may be that unseen force that makes
us feel better because we can believe the
universe is following some course of method
rather than random madness.
Fate may be a way to explain what we
cannot actually explain.
Fate may sometimes even be an excuse
for not making things happen in our lives;
or on the other hand, fate may be an excuse
to control situations or people, forcing a fit
with what we believe our fate to be.
If you know that your fate is to become a
doctor, but you later find yourself dropping out
of medical school:
a) Have you failed because you aren’t ready to
embrace your fate yet?
b) Were you unclear about your fate from the
beginning?
c) Did your choices change the direction of your fate?
d) Or are your belief and your dropping both a part of
your fate?
As a person who has seen many people asking
questions of their future (and as a person who has done
much asking), I'have come to a place where I wonder
if it’s really important that we know. If life is already
predestined and laid out on some invisible page for each
of us, would we really want to know all of the details to
come? What, then, would the point of living be?
Perhaps we aren’t supposed to understand what fate
holds for us. Maybe when we think we grasp fate’s lessons,
reasons or benefits, we are actually wrong! What if we
were able to allow things to go down the way they go
down without desperately seeking the reason for it?
We humans seem to have a deep need to understand
what is happening so that we feel okay. We need this
understanding so we don’t feel out of control, hugely
uncomfortable sitting in the unknown, and at a loss for
meaning. If we cannot place meaning on our lives and
the events which become our “fate,” we feel restless, and
wound-up around the sense that “something is wrong.”
We will do our best to find the best box for our situation,

feeling
or
relationship
to fit into. We will
cover up that sense that
there is “something wrong” at
all costs, often.
But guess what? That something-is-wrong feeling is
always there, just waiting for us to pay attention to it. If
there really is a Meaning Of Life, or a true fate for any
of us, it might be this: to find the courage to meet and
confront that feeling.
I can speak from experience and say that when this
occurs, we find freedom from the need to understand our
fate. It no longer matters.
We find that this worry about wrongness melts into the
realization that the meaning of our lives is much fuller and
far more complex than our human reasons could surmise.
This is. the paradox: as we relinquish the habit to
output massive amounts of energy to make meaning
in our lives, we exnerience a much fuller knowledge of

meaning,
which
cannot and
need not be
explained.
I don’t believe that
we are truly capable of
experiencing our “fate” or the
meaning of our lives—at least, not
while we continue the habit of placing meaning on
everything and how it pertains to us.
I believe that, beyond all romantic notions of “who I
am fated to be one day,” we are able to discover a very real
experience of the intangible and indescribable meaning
available to us now.
I suggest the next time you find yourself puzzling about
your fate, try slipping into a very present state and take
in the magnificent adventure in which you are the main
character. It takes a lot less effort and is far more fulfilling!
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