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We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may

Mysterious 
Blue Box

Creative Corner

Photo Courtesy/ANONYMOUS SODEXO INSIDER

A LEAKED PHOTO of peanut butter and jelly sandwhiches at Sodexo that were about to be shipped to NMC.

Sodexo to increase prices tenfold
I ALEX WALSH

News Editor

Book Review
Sodexo confirmed on Monday that they plan to increase their 

prices for food and services tenfold. College students will now see even 
more of their money go down the drain, and though this dramatic 
increase may come off as a surprise to some, some students weren’t 
surprised at all. Dan Donchanoe, quantum mechanics unhopeful, is 
one of such students.

“I already pay $8 for a wrap and drink,” said Donchanoe. “With 
the economy the way it is right now, I’m really not surprised that they 
want $70 from me.”

An anonymous source knowledgeable on the Sodexo decision to 
ramp up the prices to college students provided some insight as to why 
they would consider such a price leap.

“The upper management is a big fan of the number 10,” said 
the source. “Understandably, most of the corporate executives were 
math majors in college. Why be ethical and make food affordable for 
students when the company can make 10 times the profit?”

Pierre Martin, a confused economics major at NMC, drew a 
conclusion entirely different from that of the anonymous source. 
“Because the number of food providers at NMC is scarce,” he said,
“the price for [Sodexo’s] food and services need to be increased to meet 
the demands placed on them by their limited supply.”

Regardless of the reasons for the immense price increase, students 
will be relieved to see the price of Sodexo steak dinners drop from 
$149.98 to $99.99. Wraps will see a jump from $7 to $70 each; slices 
of pizza will be sold $20 a piece; pop will be left alone at $1.79 plus 
deposit and tax; and Pop Tarts will see a really strange and obscure 
price decrease to 83<t a package.

Though everything in the food court will cost 10 times more 
than it did before, the experience will feel more like that at a fancy 
restaurant—just minus the formal clothing, the five-star quality food, 
fancy restaurant etiquette, a French waiter dressed in a tuxedo and a 
bowtie, valet parking, and a smile on your face.

WARNING: Contents of this NMC Pickle issue contain fictious information and are for entertainment purposes 
only. May cause sudden outbursts of laughter and momentary doubts of reality.
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Drt ;ss for Success 
Professional clothing give away

Saturday. April 21 

IE) a.in, to 2 p.m.

SMC's V'feSotnc Ci im r H> lift St ■

531! 995-1059

Organized by NMG students in Business 231

The White Pine Press has hidden
our News Editor, Alex Walsh's 
head throughout this issue. Find 
all of Alex's heads, circle them, and 
bring your issue to the White Pine 
Press office in West Hall and receive 
a PRIZE!
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NMC squirrels gang beat helpless NMC Student
Mother Nature has a cruel sense of humor. Freddy Wheeler, psychology major at NMC, was just 

minding his own business one day, eating a sandwich and some chips on a bench outside West Hall, when 
suddenly a group of five squirrels appeared around the corner, staring at him while he ate.

“It.. .it was the scariest thing,” stuttered Wheeler. “They were just staring at me, like they wanted to 
kill me or something.”

Wheeler quickly finished his lunch and began heading to class in Scholars Hall. Every time he turned 
around to look at the squirrels, it appeared as though they were slowly following him: “When I passed the 
first tree, I turned around and saw that they were 20 feet away from me. The next time I turned around, 
they were 10.”

Wheeler recalled one of the squirrels having evil red eyes glaring back at him. He continued over to 
the Osterlin Library and sat down on the steps to gather his thoughts and catch his breath. That was a bad mistake. 
The squirrels hurried over to where he was and stared innocendy at him not even five feet in front of him.

“I asked the squirrels what they wanted from me, and all they did was tilt their heads in a couple 
different directions. Then the unthinkable happened.”

Wheeler couldn’t use words to explain the immense pain he experienced. Just the thought of it made 
him wince. After about five minutes of shaking violently, Wheeler finally regained his composure and 
explained everything he remembered happening.

“First they all jumped on me,” said Wheeler, staring off into the distance, “and then they started 
biting me, and then they started gnawing at my joints and scratching away at my face. I had no idea what 
was going on. Was it something I said? What did I do to deserve this?”

Ever since experiencing this traumatic event, Wheeler has found himself frightened by anything and 
everything that is fuzzy and cuddly.

“I was walking through the mall on Saturday, and the Easter Bunny came over to say hi. Immediately I 
fell on the floor screaming ‘the horror, the horror!’ A lot of people with concerned looks on their faces gathered 
around me. Eventually, one of the mall cops came over and escorted me to a nearby bench to comfort me.”

Obama to host basketball game to determine next U.S. ambassador
President Barack Obama announced last Tuesday that he will be hosting a game of Pressure Saturday, 

April 21 to determine who will be the U.S.’s next ambassador to Lithuania.
Three hundred candidates so far have already signed up for the competition, among them former NBA all
stars and legends Allen Iverson, Rasheed Wallace, Reggie Miller, Charles Barkley, and the current crowd- 
favorite, ex-Cleveland Cavalier and Lithuania native, Zydrunas Ilgauskas.

There was a grin on the president’s face as he read over the names of past and present NBA players 
who had signed up for the contest. “The president doesn’t necessarily have any favorites,” said one of 
Obamas Secret Service agents, “but there are a few candidates he has confidence who could come out on 
top,” obviously referring to unexpected recent signups Kobe Bryant and Derrick Rose, and not Greg Oden. 
“Lithuania’s a basketball-loving country,” said a foreign services officer based in Lithuania. “In order to represent 
our country well, we need to send our best, and I think this [contest] is a creative way to go about that.”

NBA players are not the only candidates signing up for the popular basketball game next week, 
Saturday. Former president George W. Bush plans on giving the game a shot (probably literally, because 
there’s no way he’ll make it to round 2), and Senator John McCain said Monday that he’s “up for some 
game.” Being the versatile person that he is, Detroit Lions defensive tackle Ndamukong Suh said that he’ll 
be joining in on the party too. Though he does not specialize in basketball, he can just use his Zeus-like 
arms to command lightning bolts from the sky and strike down his opponents.

The 7 Threads: Traverse City's newest threat to youth
One month ago, campus security was dealing with a break-in at the Health and Science Building, 

where three suspects were seen running from the scene. A guard described them as “young, violent and 
incredibly whiny.” Campus security has declined questioning, but the WPP investigative team was able to 
obtain a report of the incident.

A teacher in a nearby TC Central High School noticed a disturbing trend. Every spring semester, 
the students’ free time would be taken up by a series of multi-colored strings, commonly known as 
friendship bracelets. But why is this mysterious weaving only occurring every spring, as if the colorful 
fingering operates around some sort of calendar? The WPP became curious about this fad and launched an 
undercover investigation into Traverse City Central.

The results truly shocked us and the parents of students. What was thought to be an innocent misuse 
of study time led us to stumble upon one of the most elusive sectors of the criminal underworld. Calling 
themselves “The 7 Threads,” this sophisticated organization of thugs, enforcers and ring leaders adapted 
the friendship bracelet as a code. The more elaborate the weave, the higher the wearer’s status inside the 7 
Threads. Single colors indicate an entry level student, and more colors and width are added to the bracelet 
as the student reaches even deeper into the murky depths of high school villainy. And every spring, new 
members are accepted, and current members are chosen for promotion. This lets the new blood within the 
organization run their most daring activities during the summer, while they tend to be less active during 
the school year, where gang activities come under closer scrutiny. So let this be a warning to parents: 
if your son or daughter is wearing one of these demon weaves, first assess the threat level instead of 
confronting them directly. If the bracelet is only two or three colors, then talk to them—there is still hope.

With the gang’s influence growing daily, there’s not much the else the WPP can do. One of our 
writers even tried taking the story to the police, saying that money-laundering teenagers made for the 
perfect crime... the police thought otherwise. Of course, all alleged gang members/students refused to 
comment and denied all allegations.
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SOME OLD GUYS sit by the mysterious police box, which appears to go unnoticed by everyone

Blue police box spotted in downtown Traverse City
B Kelly Haug

Managing Editor

A mysterious blue police box has been spotted Friday, April 6, in downtown Traverse 
City. No one has been seen entering or leaving the box, and no one appears to be curious 
enough to check it out. It’s just there. . .

An observation shows that anyone passing the box is in no way alarmed at its
presence. However, when asked about their thoughts _______________________________
on the box, people generally act surprised that they
hadn’t noticed it before.

One woman walking her dog commented, “I 
had no idea it was there. I was just casually walking 
along, until you said something, then, all of a 
sudden, there it was. Like out of thin air it appeared 
to me. Very strange.”

Very strange indeed. How long has this box been 
there? Or has our primary perception always been able 
to filter out this strange blue box, that we had always 
walked past it without really knowing it was there?

A longtime Traverse City native of 30-plus years shed some light on the situation. 
“No, this blue box has not always been here. In all my years living in this area, this box 
has never been here. I have an eye for spotting things out of place, and this is something 
that is definitely out of place.”

A 24-hour surveillance camera was set in place across the street to monitor this 
mysterious blue box. No activity was recorded until the camera’s power cord was pulled 
out, and footage was lost between 3-6 a.m. Sunday morning. At this point, the blue box 
had disappeared.

"No, this blue box has not always been here. 
In all my years living in this area, this box has 

never been here. I have an eye for spotting 
things out of place, and this is something that 

is definitely out of place."

Longtime Traverse City native of over 30 years

Our only source was a drunk stumbling along Front Street, at 2:30 a.m. Sunday 
morning. After two cups of black coffee and several trips to the bathroom, our source 
was coherent enough to recall what he saw.

“It was like this: I remember that I really needed to lean against something before
____________________ I passed out. I didn’t really notice what I was leaning on until

I heard this really strange alarm buzzing sound. I looked over 
and noticed that I was leaning against a rather strange blue 
telephone like box-stand-thingy, and as the sound faded the 
box was gone and I fell flat on my face. I thought to myself, ‘no 
more Jim Beam.’”

Our witness however, did not see anyone erjtering or exiting 
the box. The mystery continues as the blue box has not appeared 
since, which leaves everyone questioning, “is there something else 
out there?”

Renounced physicist Omers Astron Ph.D was able to 
comment on the situation. “There is no possible way that a blue 

box could simply disappear. However, there is the possibility that a temporary distortion 
of the matter around the area of the box somehow managed to alter space and time.” 
Astron continues, “This could also explain the fact that the camera stopped working at a 
specific time. Because if you go on with Einstein’s theory, time is irrelevant, therefore the 
blue box could have disappeared at another random point during the night.”

However, the fact remains the same: a blue police box was photographed in 
downtown Traverse City, and where it came from or where it went still remains at large. 
If you have any information on the location of the blue box, please contact us!
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| "I'm looking
forward io studying 
abroad and learning 
multiple languages, 
which will set me 
apart when going 
after graduate and 
doctorate degrees."

Jesse realized his passion 
for medieval history while at 
community college. 230 academic programs 

Research involvement with faculty 
Transfer scholarships available 

On-campus transfer student housing
One of America’s “Best National Universities

— U.S. News & World Report

A nationally recognized program, study-abroad opportunities and a smart 
career path made Jesse's choice easy: Western Michigan University. He 
knew he wanted a college education, but wasn't sure what he wanted 
to do, so he stayed close to home to get his general education classes 
out of the way. His smart plan is paying off. A professor at community 
college mentioned WMU's nationally recognized medieval studies 
program, and after some research, Jesse made the move to Western. 
Soon, he'll be working as a researcher or teacher.

.. mem ................

Western Michigan 
University
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DAGORHIR ENTHUSIAST SPENCER CAREY battles a French general dude by that one big tower in a city in France. The general did not wish to be 
photographed so we replaced his image with an artist's rendition of the general.

Dagorhir leads invasion, 
takes over France

"I couldn't think of anything to do 
here. I don't see why the French 

claim to be so special. I mean, the 
food's not even good."

Spencer Carey
Dagorhir dude and Student Life guy

I ALEX WALSH
News Editor

NMC’s Dagorhir, a student group notorious for its 
medieval-like combat and use of foam weapons and shields, 
launched an unannounced midnight invasion two nights ago at 
Normandy, conquering a good half of France within a matter 
of six hours. Totally caught by surprise, the top French general, 
nicknamed Le Destroyer, released France’s greatest secret weapon 
to stall the group from invading Paris: a great medieval dragon 
named Belathor.

“That should take care of them,” the general snickered, 
before being blown away by the very impressive military tactics
of NMC’s student group. Le Destroyer fortified France’s remaining major cities with 
hundreds of thousands of troops and countless artillery units, and had the French Air 
Force prepare to strike. But it was to no avail; Spencer Carey, the leader of the Dagorhir 
group, defeated the evil dragon Belathor and decapitated it with his foam sword. Upon 
its victory, Dagorhir continued on to Versailles and claimed the palace in the name of 
Middle Earth.

France’s troops, upon hearing this news, all retreated to their homes and sat around 
campfires preparing horror stories to tell for generations to come. Alas, Le Destroyer’s 
only hope was to summon the five-year-old great-great-great-great-great-great-great- 
great-great grand-niece of Joan of Arc, Amelie Fournier, to the battlefield. Armed with

a handful of daisies in one hand and a paintbrush in the other, 
Fournier was placed in charge of a brave battalion of soldiers 
and archers to attempt one last attack on NMC’s seemingly 
invulnerable LARPing group. The French battalion fired their 
only arrow at the NMC club and actually hit one of its members, 
in the knee of all places. Seeing that the group was, for the most 
part, unaffected by the French’s efforts, the battalion scattered and 
retreated to local restaurants and coffee shops, leaving Fournier a 
white flag to give to Dagorhir.

Fournier skipped over to the club and handed them the flag
of surrender. Dagorhir, with no sign of sweat, walked over to Paris and was met by the 
French general, who just formalized a treaty that would hand the country over to them. 
Carey signed the treaty and was declared king by his Dagorhir group, but after just 12 
hours of being king, Carey got bored and decided to return home for school.

“I couldn’t think of anything to do there,” said Carey, reflecting on his decision.
“I don’t really see why the French claim to be so special. I mean, the food’s not even 
good.” Carey and the rest of Dagorhir returned to NMC early this morning and are back 
in school. “I was a dragon warrior once...” said Kyle Anderson, CIT major at NMC, 
reflecting on his recent adventures in France, “but then I took an arrow to the knee.”
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Strip-search ruling is baffling
In a shocking abdication of its responsibility to uphold 

Americans’ constitutional freedoms, the U.S. Supreme Court 
has ruled that people suspected of minor offenses, such as rolling 
through a stop light, can be stripped and have their body cavities 
searched by jail guards.
Writing for the slim 5-4 majority, Justice Anthony M. Kennedy 
said the court should not second-guess prison officials.

But that is exactly why there is a court—to second-guess 
officials when they ignore constitutional rights and freedoms.
In this case, the court threw away the individual’s basic right not 
to be punished before being adjudicated.
The court’s opinion is rooted in utter paranoia, the worst of all 
influences on public policy. Kennedy said that “people detained 
for minor offenses can turn out to be the most devious and 
dangerous criminals.”

He went so far as to note that the 1995 Oklahoma City 
bomber, Timothy McVeigh, was arrested on a traffic violation, 
and that one of the Sept. 11 terrorists was “ticketed for speeding 
just two days” before hijacking Flight 93, which crashed in 
Pennsylvania.

It is baffling to consider that the U.S. Supreme Court, 
the esteemed arbiter of Americans’ rights and freedoms, 
could possibly think that cavity searches might have saved the 
Oklahoma City and Flight 93 victims.
The plaintiff in the strip-searches complaint, Bordentown 
resident Albert Florence, was no suspected terrorist. He was a 
passenger in a car being driven by his wife in March 2005 when 
a New Jersey state trooper pulled them over on Route 295 in 
southern Burlington County.

The trooper looked up Florence on his computer and found 
an outstanding warrant for an unpaid traffic fine. Florence had 
paid that fine two years prior, and produced a document proving 
it, but nontheless he was taken to the Burlington County jail, 
where corrections officers strip-searched him.

Florence was then transported to the Essex County jail, 
where guards once again made him strip, squat, cough, and 
move his genitals. Florence spent six days in jail before the police 
realized the clerical error.

But Florence isn’t the only person to have suffered this 
humiliating assault on his dignity. Others across the nation have 
been strip-searched for violating a leash law, or driving a car with 
a noisy muffler, or failing to pay child support, or riding a bicycle 
with an inaudible bell, noted Justice Stephen G. Breyer in his 
dissenting opinion.

Breyer correctly pointed out that the Fourth Amendment 
right against illegal search and seizure includes strip searches 
of people arrested for minor offenses not involving drugs or 
violence, unless jailers suspect them of carrying contraband.
Breyer also noted that drugs or weapons were found in only one 
of 64,000 strip searches of nonviolent offenders.
That should have, but didn’t, move Kennedy, who chillingly 
wrote that “every detainee who will be admitted to the general 
population may be required to undergo a close visual inspection, 
while undressed.”

The court offered no guidance on this complex issue, but the 
obvious solution is to keep all those suspected of minor offenses 
separate from the general population, and hope jailers use 
common sense and decency in dealing with errant bicyclists, dog 
walkers and drivers.

Philadelphia Inquirer 
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts 
letters to the editor from members of the 
college and community. Letters should 
be less than 400 words, typewritten, 
and signed with your name, address and 
phone number. Letters may be edited 
for clarity, grammar, spelling and length. 
Opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of The White Pine Press staff or 
any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686
BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 
BY FAX: (231)995-2110
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Do you believe the Big Bang theory?
"We plan on going to North Carolina 
visiting my grandparents and visiting 
Salem College which is where I plan to 
transfer."

"Ever since the Lions 
lost, I don't keep up 
with the other teams."

Sarah Keech, 19 
Psychology

Kelsen King 19 
Oceanography

Jonny Myles

"Should be a beaver."

Chad Rosinski, 19 
Law Enforcement

"John Wayne because 
I'm a cowboy."

Jon Herman

"It is the discovery of 
the century, if not of all 
time."

Stephen Hawking, 70, 
Physics

iPad sterilizes, stuns student
TECHNO
BABBLE
I TOM AUCH

Press Staff Columnist

An NMC student was rendered sterile 
last week when he fell asleep with his iPad 3 
on his lap. The male student was lounging in

the lobby of East Hall when he fell asleep 
after an exhausting week of

midterm tests.

It’s not clear how long 
the student was out, but reports 
from witnesses said it was at least 
a few hours.

The iPad, which was plugged 
into an outlet, never went into sleep 
mode and in an unusual burst of energy, 
launched into super 3G-WiFi mode. Apple 
created an app that sends the tablet into a hyper-state 
looking for a wireless connection. The student held the iPad 
with the detection beam pointed in the wrong direction for an 
unusually long time, which caused the sterilization.

Mike Rotchburns, an NMC liberal arts student, woke to severe 
pain in the nether regions and upon further investigation at the NMC 
Health Clinic, he was declared sterile by the head nurse, Jenny Tulls.

“It’s unclear if this is a temporary or permanent condition. We’ll just 
have to wait and see” said Tulls.

Apple recently released their new iPad 3 to rave reviews, but at what 
cost? Apparently this is not an isolated incident as reports are coming into 
Apple that their new tech toy has a potential major problem on their hands, 
among other areas.

According to tech spokesman, Duane DeVane, especially vulnerable are 
young males. It seems when certain iPads detect a weak WiFi signal, the search and 
detect technology, acquired from NORAD, kicks in, and that’s where the problem arises, 
according to DeVane.

Another analyst, Drew Peacock, says: “The effects of just an hour or two can be 
devastating on the male reproductive system.” The unit only kicks into the hyper-state 
when there’s little or no signal, like that in East Hall.

Not creating any immediate discomfort, it’s not clear if the damage is caused by the

strong wireless detection system or the content on the device. In this case, the student 
had multiple media devices running, including NETFLIX, which was broadcasting the 
movie “Bridesmaids.”

Apple’s spokesperson, Stacy Rhect, did not comment officially on the incident but 
does acknowledge that they are investigating a serious health issue associated with the 
WiFi detection system on the recently shipped tablets. “Were working as fast as possible 
to investigate these allegations,” she said. With 30 million iPads shipped, the britches 
may have already been burned.

AN ARTIST RENDITION of what happened at the scene of the 
accident. Luckily illustrator Sarah Nixon was there to record the scene.
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Flowers never tasted so good
Brighten up your spring decorating with this fun felt flower

CREATIVE
CORNER

SARAH NIXON
Press Staff Columnist

To complete the flower, place a jewel or 
bead in the center to brighten it up. Now 

that you have finished the flower the time 
has came to eat the flower. Yes that’s 
what I said, just pop the flower in 
your mouth and eat it. Place some 
sugar on top if necessary.

A' I Once you have
about 20 of these

Ye , shapes drawn out put your.
marker down and pick up a *

JT bag of rice, then put the bag ’
» of rice down and pick up your
k scissors. Cut out these circles that

were just traced and then cut the 
circles in a way that, if a whole circle 

represents 100 percent, one part of it will 
be 49 percent while the other part will be 51 

percent. Having these proportions adds more 
character to the flower and makes it more believabl 

that it was handmade and it won’t look like it was 
freshly picked.

Continue to place the 
petals all around the center 
and fan them out until you have 
the desired size flower that you wanq 
Keep adding petals even after you 

are satisfied so that it has the small 
imperfections that we talked 
about earlier. You don’t want 
people thinking that you are 
lying when you say you have 

made the flower.

lake two of the half circles and wrap 
them around each other to create the 
center of the flower. To hold these in 
place, put a dab of glue on each of the 
corners. Grab another petal and you 
put that petal in you take that petal 
out, you put that petal in and shake it 
all about, you do the hokey pokey and 
you turn yourself around, that’s what 
it’s all about. Well actually it’s not, it’s 
about making flowers. Continue to wrap 
pieces all around the center by gluing 
the bottom of each half circle.

Hammer
Marker
Bead/Jewel for center 
Nail polish

Scissors
( due (preferably hot glue) 
Needle

Materials:
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NMC Archaeology Club unearths first copy of 
“The Land Before Time”

I ALEX WALSH
Press Staff Writer
The Northwestern Michigan Archaeology Club continues to make history this week. Though it 

has not yet been confirmed, an anonymous expert on the situation said they may have just found the 
very first VHS copy of “The Land Before Time” series. The discovery of the gold-colored tape would be 
the first of its kind in the northwestern Michigan region.
“If this is what we think it is,” said the anonymous source, “we may have just found the holiest of 
Holy Grails.” (Obviously, the source has never seen Space Jam.) “When we first unearthed it,” he 
continued, “we had a really good feeling of what it was, but with the sticker on the front being torn 
off, it’s hard to make that distinction.”

Nobody on the site has a VHS player, so that made solving their dilemma all the more difficult. 
In fact, some of them didn’t even know what a VHS tape was.
“One of our members came up to me shortly after our discovery and asked me what a VHS was,” said 
the anonymous source. “I was disappointed, placing my right hand over my face and sighing. What 
has our world come to? I couldn’t even begin to imagine. ‘What did I do to deserve this?’ I found 
myself asking over and over again.”

Right now the golden tape remains in possession of the finder of the site, a 10-year old boy 
named Tyger. “Is it, like, an old game or something?” asked the boy. “I mean, is it the first game that 
came out for the Nintendo 64? I don’t get what’s so special about it.”

Tyger has no idea what he’s missing.

This mouse is no Luke Skywalker
New parking garage proposal to boost tourism

I NICK WALSH
Press Staff Writer

8 MATHIEU ST. CHARLES
Press Staff Writer
This beloved children’s book may be fun to read, but seriously lacks 

any kind of depth. The story revolves around a mouse that asks for a glass 
of milk. The main character, who has no name, is only mentioned as 
“mouse.” With that being said, the beginning lacks exposition. Throughout 
the story, not much is learned about the mouse and his intentions, nor 
do we know how he got the way he is. What is shown is that he may 
have obsessive-compulsive personality disorder as he does sweep the 
whole house because of one little mess. This mouse does appear to be 
extremely self-absorbed throughout the whole book. The lack of character 
development leaves the reader wondering if he was always like this.
Clearly this mouse—who, again, doesn’t have an official name—pales in 
comparison to more in-depth characters like Aragorn from “The Lord of 
the Rings” or Luke Skywalker from “Star Wars.”

There really isn’t any mention of where this book takes place, but we 
can assume it’s a suburban home in America. The book doesn’t really go 
into too much detail as to the plight of the mouse and his quest for this 
cookie. While the main character still doesn’t have too much depth, the 
relationship between the mouse and boy seems a bit parasitic. The mouse 
asks for things the boy, whose name isn’t mentioned either, must gather for 
it. There really isn’t any plot other than the mouse fulfilling its own needs 
through the labor of this boy.

The ending, which is given away by the title, didn’t really satisfy me.
It left me wondering, “Is the mouse going to get another cookie?” or “Will 
this cycle just keep repeating forever?” If you’re looking for a book with 
deeper meaning, this probably isn’t the book you want to pick up. Despite 
that, the artistic styling of the book is good. The book contains all hand- 
drawn illustrations, which pair well with the simplistic style of writing 
that the book contains. There is another book in this series called “If you 
Give a Moose a Muffin,” which must be a side story or sequel. I would still 
recommend this book based on the premise that, yes, it’s a children’s book.

Traverse City residents are buzzing around on a new proposal that would put up more parking 
garages around the city. The Old Town Parking Deck on Eight Street has been completed in recent 
years and people have been talking about how energy efficient it is. The building is equipped with 
solar panels and gives off an eco-friendly vibe that brings car-driving polluters and environmentalists 
together in harmony. Recent statistics also show that there is a strong correlation between parking 
garages and tourism. The more parking garages an area has, the more people tend to show up.

“It’s about damn time,” says Pauli McLovin, a resident in the old town district. He goes on to 
say “It’s great that the city finally decided to put more decks in the area. People from all around are 
checking out the new one they finished building, and now they will have a place for them to park.”

The city will be holding a regular city meeting on April 6 to discuss the plans for the construction 
project with citizens who want to attend. Some ideas for the new locations are the Open Space and 
Lay Park. A city official who wishes to stay anonymous comments on the potential new locations 
saying “residents would rather watch TV or play video games instead of going out and playing, so we 
decided it’s better idea to put up a parking deck for outside tourists who do want to visit and see what 
this city has to offer.”

Since there has been little backlash with local citizens who either don’t care or really are busy 
staying glued to their televisions, the city’s new proposal will bring in more jobs and tourists to get 
through these hard economic times.

Think You Might Be Pregnant?
n Know For Sure!

^Pregnancy
( Care Center

■ / V Pregnancy Tests & Confirmation
Information on Abortion & Pregnancy 

Ail Services Free & Confidential
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121 S. Garfield Ste C, Traverse City
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.. .Are you sure it isn’t called ‘Devil Horns’?
I MICHAEL ROBERTSON

Press Staff Writer
Alright, so in 2001, Microsoft bought out a company 

called Bungie, and Bungie made a little game for them 
and called it “Halo: Combat Evolved.” Evidently, the 
game started out as a real-time strategy sort of game, 
where the player would direct units to move about a field 
and blast each other to oblivion—think “Starcraft,” or 
“Age of Empires.” “Halo” ultimately ended up being a 
first-person shooter (or FPS), however, and in that form 
proceeded to set the video game industry ablaze. You can 
take that to mean that it started a new fad or that it began 
video gaming’s downward spiral, burning like a WWII 
fighter plane with two clips of machine gun bullets in its 
engine. Both interpretations are true, and while I’d love to 
expound on the latter point, I have bigger fish to fry.

“Halo" is, upon greater inspection, very obviously an attempt 
by radical Christian neo-Nazi terrorists to spark a greater war on 
Judaism than the one already being waged by Palestine agginst Israel.

On the surface, the game is about a rapidly spreading 
threat to galactic civilization, a faction that has a way to 
destroy it, and a second faction trying desperately to stop 
the first faction because the first faction’s method will end 
up destroying everybody. The player takes the role of a 
supersoldier in the second faction—that is, a cybernetic 
warrior who goes by the codename Master Chief (because 
clearly, being simply a “Master” or a “Chief” holds 
nowhere near the power of being both) in an army known 
as the Spartans (probably from Greece, not Michigan—you 
can stop wishing now). The Spartans wage war against the 
Covenant, a coalition of several extraterrestrial species hell-bent 
on wiping out the Flood, a parasitic species not unlike a virus 
which infects and mutates any potential biological host it can 
reach. Keeping up? Good.

Now, look closer at the Covenant. It is comprised 
of seven species (seven being a holy number in Judaism). 
Its governing officials hold the title of “Prophet,” with 
the highest ranking being called “High Prophets” or 
“Hierarchs.” Their plan to destroy the Flood involves 
structures called “Halos”—again, seven of them, and the 
seven Halos can all be activated from a location called the 
Ark. Yes, the Ark of the Covenant.

How does Bungie portray these misguided wretches? 
They blindly follow the commands of their Prophets 
without question. One of these—the Prophet of 
Truth—blatantly lies. In fact, he is a primary instigator 
in a campaign to commit genocide against humanity.
The first battle in this war is called “The First Battle of 
Harvest,” the word “harvest” having significance to both 
Jews and Christians as being tied to the End Times and 
Armageddon. The vast majority of Covenant vehicles are 
named after malevolent spirits, with the notable exception 
being one of their best combat aircrafts, which is called a 
“Seraph.” (For those not in the know, a Seraph is a high- 
ranking angel). They call Master Chief, alias John-117, a 
“demon.” This is put into greater perspective when John 
1:17 is looked up in the Bible, revealing a verse that can 
easily be skewed to say that Judaism is a brutal religion, 
and that Christianity arrived to show it the door. The 
biggest point: the Covenant sacrifices hundreds, if not 
thousands of lives to activate the Halos and destroy the 
Flood, not knowing for a second that activating the Halos 
will eliminate not only the Flood, but potentially also all 
other living in the galaxy—they think they’re solving a 
problem, but are actually unwittingly destroying everything.

If the game is to be taken seriously, what solution is

proposed? Well, how does Master Chief do it? He kills 
them by the dozen without so much as a flinch. They fall 
before his guns in droves, sometimes to comic effect (a 
later entry in the series even allows players to activate a 
special effect when the lowliest Covenant troops are shot 
in the head, resulting in children’s cheers and a burst of 
confetti). MC even works with Covenant turncoats in his 
efforts to obliterate the faction. If this doesn’t sound like a 
Christian jihad, I don’t know what does. Unsurprisingly, 
there’s even a scene in which Master Chief goes on an 
entirely intentional suicide mission, just to take down the 
Covenant threat. Perhaps even more unsurprisingly, he 
survives. But then, he’s also a “Spartan”—is Bungie saying 
that the Jews should have been wiped out by ancient Greece!?

Beware, gamers. You think that “Halo” is just 
another one of your point-and-shoot classics, but you’re actually 
engaging in a Christian neo-Nazi war campaign. I don’t think 
you want to be representing that. Especially if you are a Christian 
but aren’t a neo-Nazi. Go play some “Mario Kart” instead.

.. .Oh, right—this is a review. The graphics are okay, 
the physics are fine until you get into a vehicle, and the 
gameplay—well, if you like pointing and shooting a gun, 
you’ll like this. Oh, almost forgot: it’s for the Xbox 360. 
Except for the original “Halo: Combat Evolved.” But that 
was remade for the Xbox 360. So.

Now if you’ll excuse me, I’m going to go play “El 
Shaddai: Ascension of the Metatron.” That game isn’t 
controversial. Like “Halo” should be.
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Traverse City, Ml 49684 
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FerrisNorth@farris.edu 

www.ferris.edu/statewide

Ferris State 
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You'll be glad you did.
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YOU why Ferris State University in Traverse 
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Earn a bachelor's degree for less $$$ 
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