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Grand Traverse Commons Farmers Market

I KATYA CHEKHOVSKIY
Staff Writer

The Village at Grand Traverse 
Commons Farmers Market is held 
in Building 50, also know as the 
Mercato, every Saturday throughout 
winter from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The 
Mercato— which means “market” 
in Italian-is a desirable venue for 
the farmers market. Sara Theisen of 
Loma Farm describes it as a “one- 
stop shop,” where shoppers can buy 
produce, meat, bread, etc., and explore 
the Mercato boutiques all in one 
place. The Historic Building 50 of the 
former state mental asylum is a perfect 
backdrop for farmers and shoppers 
alike, providing protection from the 
cold weather and a beautiful place to 
explore.

Vendors include local farms,

bakeries, creameries, cafes, and many 
more, showcasing the bounty of 
Northern Michigan. Additionally, 
every Saturday, the market features 
a local musician. This event is 
a wonderful way to support the 
economy, enjoy fresh food, and 
explore what our region has to offer. 
Come to The Village at Grand Traverse 
Commons, enjoy local agriculture, the 
historic grounds, and the beautiful 
exhibition of Northern Michigan’s 
thriving food culture.

800 Cottageview Drive, Traverse 
City MI. For more information, visit 
thevillagetc.com, or The Village at 
Grand Traverse Commons Farmers 
Market Facebook page.
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Transgender Day of Remembrance
November 20th is a day to pause and think of those who have been hurt or killed by hate 

crimes. The Transgender Day of Remembrance was created after the murder of Rita Hester 
in Massachusetts in 1998, a transgendered woman whose attacker went free, a common 
occurrence in crimes against gender non-conforming people. The Unitarian Universalist 
Church will be hosting a vigil on November 20 at 7 p.m. to allow us to come together and 
honor those affected by transphobia.

In Memory of Art Schmuckal
Arthur Schmuckal was a longtime friend of NMC, a man who contributed to the school’s 

development and the excelling of its students. He passed away on Wednesday, November 14 
at the age of 91. Schmuckal began as a highly successful businessman, founding Schmuckal 
Oil Company, and eventually joined the college on its Foundation Board. Also a fundraiser, 
donor, and eventually half the namesake of The Art and Mary Schmuckal Endowed 
Scholarship, he was a multifaceted gift to the NMC community for nearly three decades. A 
building was also named for he and his wife to forever embody his generosity.

In Memory of Helen Milliken
Activist, first lady, patron of the arts, and proud NMC fellow, Helen Milliken was an 
invaluable force of progress and dignity that will truly be missed. She passed away on Friday, 
November 16, at the age of 89. Alongside her husband, former Gov. William Milliken, 
Helen was a staunch Michigan leader, outspoken in various social movements, from equal 
rights to combating domestic abuse. Today, many examples of her contribution to Traverse 
City remain, including Helen’s House, a shelter affiliated with the Women’s Resource Center, 
and - instantly recognizable to most NMC students - the Milliken auditorium, named in 
honor of her and her husband.

A date for the memorial service is yet to be determined, but likely to be after the first 
of the year. The family suggests contributions be made to either Helen’s House care of The 
Women’s Resource Center or The Michigan Land Use Institute.

Therapy dogs to visit NMC’s Osterlin Library
In an effort to help students de-stress during finals week, the Osterlin Library will offer 

sessions with trained and certified therapy dogs. The sessions will take place from 10:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Dec. 11 through 13 in the library reference room. Volunteers will be 
present to help facilitate therapeutic interaction between students and the dogs. Plans are 
still in the works; more details will be posted on the Osterlin Library Facebook page (http:// 
tinyurl.com/nmclibrary) when available.
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NMC Board to evaluate employee compensation
Faculty committees provide input

I DAVID ROOT
Staff Writer

For the second year 
in a row, NMC’s Board 
of Trustees has vowed to 
“evaluate the employee 
classification and 
compensation systems,” 
according to a recent memo 
released by NMC President 
Timothy Nelson. The effort 
is aimed at ensuring a system 
that is both modernized to 
meet the needs of current 
technology and one that 
reflects the expectations 
of both employees and the 
board of directors.

Last year, NMC attempted 
to facilitate a compensation 
review, but had the effort 
put off until this year. After 
twenty years without a 
review of how compensation 
is handled at NMC, the 
president has organized a 
work group consisting of 
three members from each 
employee group and four “at- 
large” members, including 
Jim Press, chair of NMC’s 
Humanities department.

“What we are doing is 
taking a look at the entire 
compensation system, and 
we’re comparing it to the 
values of the college,” said 
Press. Press is a member of 
the faculty council tasked 
with representing the 
interests of faculty members

Think You Might Be Pregnant?
You Can Know For Sure!

$B-fPregnancy
(Care Center
ri. Pregnancy Tests & Confirmation

information on Abortion & Pregnancy 
All Services Free & Confidential

COHTACT US:
121 S. Garfield Stas C, Traverse City
231-929-3488
www.know4sure.org

in the talks, along with 
Susan Odgers, adjunct 
representative for the faculty 
council.

“[We want] the current 
compensation system to 
reflect the values that we 
want to see in an updated 
compensation system,” Press 
said. “The committees come 
up with a list of values like 
longevity, peer equity, and 
then we take the current 
system and see whether or 
not it fits into that list of 
values. That’s what we’re 
doing right now,” he said.

The effort will involve 
input from nearly all 
divisions of campus 
administration, including 
Human Resources. The 
department facilitates two 
committees involved in 
compensation, including 
the Classification and 
Compensation Committee 
and the Total Compensation 
Committee, both of which 
are chaired by Aaron Beach, 
NMC’s director of Human 
Resources.

“Right now, Human 
Resources role is to facilitate 
a campus wide discussion to 
evaluate our current systems,” 
said Beach. “We’re using 
a process that’s looking at 
mutual gains for everyone

... we’re going to review our 
current systems and make 
adjustments as necessary. 
There’s not a predetermined ' 
outcome as far as engaging 
stakeholders; we’re looking at 
what everyone’s interests are 
and then we’re going to work 
together to see if our current 
systems align with that,” he 
said.

“There’s been no' talk 
of cutting pay or reducing 
salaries. It’s reviewing the 
current compensation 
systems and making sure they 
reflect the college’s current 
values,” said Press, regarding 
the growing concern among 
faculty that the process will 
result in negative changes in 
pay. “If changes need to be 
made...the group will come 
together through consensus 
and recommend any 
changes,” he said.

The deadline of 
completion has been set for 
late March or early April 
in order to be included in 
the 2014 budget. Meetings 
are being held every two 
weeks, with the next meeting 
scheduled for November 30. 
There have only been three 
meetings up to this point. We 
will be following up with this 
story as it develops.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

Hurricane Sandy raises questions 
about climate change
■MATHIEU ST. CHARLES
■Staff Writer

Hurricane Sandy was one of 
the strongest storms of the season 
and affected many people in just 
one day. The question now is: is 
this a normal occurrence? Hans 
VanSumeren, NMC’s director of 
the Great Lakes Water Studies 
Institute, shares his knowledge 
on the storm. When asked if the 
storm’s timing or strength raised 
any concerns, he mentioned the 
Halloween Storm of 1991, which 
the movie “The Perfect Storm” was 
based on. He said “[that] storm is 
very similar to this storm, in that 
meteorologically, we had several 
different systems coming together 
to form a super storm.”

Hurricane Sandy happened 
near the end of the hurricane 
season, which runs from June to 
November, so the timing wasn’t 
out of the ordinary. When asked 
about whether this was the new 
normal, VanSumeren said that 
“there isn’t enough data to support 
that.” When asked if we should 
expect to see more storms like this, 
VanSumeren said, “Absolutely. 
Storms are a probability of 
occurrence, and so just like Katrina 
and the major storms of the 30s, 
40s, 50s, 60s on ... these types of 
storms are going to be here for a 
long time.” Hurricane Sandy wasn’t 
an unusually strong storm; the fact 
that it made landfall in a busy area 
simply made it look even worse 
than it actually was.

For a hurricane to form, there 
must be the right factors. Pertaining 
to the causes, VanSumeren said that 
these factors include temperature, 
moisture, and warm or cold fronts 
to steer the storm. He said that all 
of these factors must be at a strong 
enough level for the hurricane 
to form and grow in strength; if 
one of them isn’t up to par, then 
the hurricane will not grow. Also, 
he mentions that sea surface 
temperature plays an important role 
in the development of a hurricane 
and says it will “provide more fuel 
for the atmosphere.” Shearing 
forces can take strength away from 
a hurricane by colliding with the 
hurricane forces.

Weather prediction is getting 
better as technology advances. 
VanSumeren said that we can 
“predict based on El Nino or 
La Nina events,” and that these 
events can help determine the 
“temperature cycles in the Atlantic.” 
Hurricane Sandy showed just how 
devastating a storm can be based 
on its landfall. He pointed out that, 
as proven by Sandy, the impact 
of a hurricane on society depends 
on where the hurricane hits. The 
question many people are probably 
asking is how we can best act on 
this knowledge. VanSumeren said, 
“The best way to prepare is to use 
knowledge, not just act on it,” and 
that we should pay attention to the 
trends in the weather.
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Washington governor presses feds to respond 
to state's legalization of marijuana

I ROB HOTAKAINEN
McClatchy Newspaper (MCT)

WASHINGTON—With 
Washington state set to decriminalize 
the possession of up to an ounce of 
marijuana on Dec. 6, Democratic Gov. 
Chris Gregoire is eager to know how 
the federal government will respond.

On Tuesday, she received no 
guidance, only a promise from the 
Obama administration that it intends 
to study the issue.

After state voters approved 
Initiative 502 with 55 percent of 
the vote last week, Gregoire went to 
Washington, D.C., to meet with U.S. 
Deputy Attorney General James Cole 
to discuss the issue. Gregoire said 
she asked Cole whether the federal 
government planned to sue the state in 
an attempt to block the measure.

“I wanted to know what his

enforcement policy would be if there 
was or was not litigation under federal 
law ... Basically, I was asking him if 
they were planning on taking any 
action to stop us from going forward 
from implementing, and when,” 
Gregoire said in an interview.

She said she was told by Cole 
that the Justice Department was still 
reviewing the outcome and had not 
made any decision, and that there was 
no guarantee an answer would come in 
the next few weeks.

“They didn’t give me a timeline,” 
Gregoire said. “It’s a little more 
complex than it might appear on its 
face, so they’re going to spend the 
time and try and make sure they get it 
right—and whether they can do it by 
December 6th is an open question.”

Gregoire said Cole asked her to 
provide a written analysis of the issues 
facing the state as it moves forward 
with decriminalization. She said she 
plans to coordinate her response with 
officials in Colorado, where voters also 
passed a measure legalizing marijuana.

The Justice Department did not 
respond to a request for comment for 
this story.

Gregoire planned to return to the 
state Tuesday night after a two-day 
trip that included a meeting with the 
Council of Governors at the Pentagon 
to discuss National Guard issues and 
another meeting with Energy Secretary 
Steven Chu to discuss plans to deal 
with a leak at a tank of waste at the 
Hanford nuclear waste site.

Meanwhile, the National

Journal listed Gregoire as a possible 
replacement for Interior Secretary Ken 
Salazar in President Barack Obama’s 
second term.

But Gregoire, who is set to leave 
the governor’s office in January, said 
she came to Washington, D.C., only 
for her previously planned meetings 
and that she hadn’t given any thought 
to the possibility of taking a new job 
with Obama’s team.

“I really haven’t had much time,” 
she said. “I’ve been working on the 
campaign. I’ve been working on a 
budget that I’ve got to get out. And 
I’m a brand-new, first-time grandma of 
just a couple few days ... I haven’t had 
any time to think about it.”

Anti-Muslim ads on Chicago buses immediately draw criticism

IMANYA A. BRACHEAR AND JON HILKEVITCH
Chicago Tribune (MCT)

CHICAGO—The controversial ads 
unveiled on the back of 10 Chicago 
Transit Authority buses Wednesday 
read, “In any war between the civilized 
man and the savage, support the 
civilized man.” They conclude with 
the words, “Support Copts. Defeat 
Jihad.”

Within hours of the buses’ first 
runs, messages appeared on Facebook 
and Twitter denouncing the campaign. 
Many said degrading a spiritual tenet 
of Islam—one that refers to a Muslim’s 
personal quest to become a better 
person—amounts to hate speech.

“This whole campaign insinuates 
Muslims are violent,” said Asaf Bar- 
Tura, programs director for the Jewish 
Council on Urban Affairs, which 
protested the ads on social media 
Wednesday. “If it’s within their legal 
powers, (CTA) should either not put 
it up because they incite hate and

stereotypical thinking or put a label 
next to each sign saying ‘The CTA 
disagrees with this ad.’ "

So far, federal judges have sided 
with the advertisement’s sponsor, the 
American Freedom Defense Initiative, 
which sued transit authorities in 
New York City and Washington,
D.C., when they initially rejected the 
ads. Those judges ruled that public 
forums such as buses and trains 
can’t bar advertising entitled to First 
Amendment protection.

Pamela Geller, executive director 
of the initiative, said she believes the 
Jewish Council has good intentions, 
but denies that her ad qualifies as hate 
speech.

“There’s nothing hateful about 
it,” she said in an e-mail. “9/11 was 
hate. 3/11 in Madrid was hate ... The 
Christmas underwear bomber was hate 
... Pushing back against such hate is

not hate.”
“Perhaps this is the strangest thing 

of all: their utter lack of awareness, or 
denial, of the barrel pointed straight 
between their eyes,” Geller said. “It 
is an odd combination of naivete, 
brainwashing and self-loathing that I 
will never comprehend.”

Although Geller posted on her blog 
“Atlas Shrugs” a letter from her lawyer 
threatening legal action against CTA if 
they didn’t place the ads, Brian Steele, 
a spokesman for the CTA, denied 
that the CTA was threatened with a 
lawsuit. But the precedents did deter 
the CTA from rejecting the ads, which 
are expected to run on different routes 
each day for the next four weeks.

“While those courts agreed that the 
AFDI ads violate anti-disparagement 
or anti-demeaning standards similar 
to CTA’s, that violation in and of 
itself did not remove AFDI’s First

Amendment protection to place the 
ads,” Steele said in a statement.

“CTA understands that this ad may 
be offensive to our customers,” he 
added. “While the courts have ruled 
this ad is a form of protected speech 
under the First Amendment, we object 
to its divisive message.”

The estimated ad revenue is about 
$4,500, a spokesman said.

Meanwhile, Ahmed Rehab, the 
executive director of the Chicago 
chapter of the Council on American 
Islamic Relations, said the group 
expects to launch its own nationwide 
ad campaign next week. As part of 
the campaign called “My Jihad,” 
individual Muslims define what the 
spiritual concept means for them.

“I don’t feel the urge to fight ... I’d 
rather put out the alternative,” Rehab 
said. “People can decide what racism 
is."

The pathway to your future begins at Grand Valley in Traverse City!
Wherever you’ve been, wherever you’re going, Grand Valley State University in Traverse City will help get you where you want to be.
• Start fresh or use previously earned college credits • Take classes close to where you work and live
• Convenient evening, hybrid, and online courses • Small class sizes mean personalized attention

GranoVujja'
LEARN MORE TODAY! vww.gvsu.edu/traverse • nminfo@gvsu.edu • (231)995-1785
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Ihe first week of November, several staff members 
of the White Pine Press went to a college newspaper 
conference in Chicago. We spent hours listening to some 
of the best newswriters and visual designers in the country, 
learning all sorts of new tips and tricks on how to improve 
our production for you. Of course, we also were able to 
experience some of the city—and while it was crowded, busy, 
strange and a little intimidating, it sure was beautiful.
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Thanksgiving:

I Dominique Valentage
Staff Writer

When it comes to 
Thanksgiving, there’s never 
really too much debate over 
what should be served, except 
for whose recipe is going to be 
used—but that’s'a whole other 
story. The traditions we celebrate 
these days greatly differ from 
those that the Pilgrims celebrated 
on their first day of thanks. These 
days, the tradition lies more in 
the preparation of the meal and 
being able to share it with family 
and friends. During the Pilgrims’ 
first feast, they were celebrating 
their gratefulness for life and 
newfound religious freedom. 
While the significance of why 
we celebrate Thanksgiving has 
changed, the essential moral of 
bringing people together has 
stayed the same.

Not surprisingly, there is 
no official record of the first 
Thanksgiving; however, journals 
from members of the first 
settlement give us some insight 
into their infamous meal. In 
November of 1621, the Pilgrims, 
Wampanoag Native Americans 
and Plymouth Colony united 
together to create a meal 
to celebrate their survival, 
friendship and the colonization 
of the new land. Personal 
accounts suggest that the feast 
consisted of fowl, venison, 
lobster, seals, swans, fruit, fish, 
clams, berries, pumpkin, squash 
and wild turkey. Since ovens 
and sugar were nowhere to be 
found, desserts such as pies and

TC food
I Mathieu St. Charles

Staff Writer

There are a fair number of 
food pantries in Traverse City 
which could use donations.
During this time of year, 
donating to a food bank is a 
good way to help those in need 
when winter comes around. The 
largest of these, the Father Fred 
Foundation, is located at 826 
Hastings St. in Traverse City, 
across the road from Consumers 
Energy. They offer food services 
to people year round, but people 
can only visit twice a month so 
that everyone has the chance 
to get served. Father Fred will 
also help clients find other food 
pantries. In addition to food, 
they offer clothing, household

then and now Plymouth Rock: the untold story

cakes never made their way to 
the table.

Still, the question remains: 
why turkey? In the pilgrims’ 
day, turkeys were very affordable 
and larger than chickens, which 
meant they could feed more 
people. Chickens and cows were 
more useful to people for eggs 
and milk if kept alive, since most 
people had farms. Even though 
wild game was popular during 
the 17th and 18th centuries, 
most people didn’t have time 
to go out and hunt during 
the holidays, so when the first 
settlers sailed from Britain, they 
brought over their tradition of 
eating turkey. Turkeys were also 
seasonally perfect for people 
to eat since poults born in the 
spring had seven months to 
eat and grow, maturing just in 
time for the Thanksgiving meal. 
Turkeys actually replaced geese 
and swans, which were once 
popular in England.

Though President Lincoln did 
not officially claim Thanksgiving 
as a national holiday until 
1863, Americans had been 
celebrating the holiday since the 
first settlers arrived. While there 
is much debate over when the 
first Thanksgiving meal actually 
took place and who started 
the tradition, one thing has 
remained the same: the principle. 
It’s all about good food, good 
friends and family all coming 
together. That’s truly something 
to. be thankful for.

pantries give aid to families
goods, furniture and financial 
assistance. Clothing can be 
picked up twice per month as 
well. The Father Fred Foundation 
needs volunteers; those who wish 
to help may call 231-947-2055.

Grace Episcopal Church has 
a food pantry similar to Father 
Fred, and is located at 341 
Washington St. in Traverse City 
and operate Monday through 
Eriday from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m. 
People should call and pick up 
their food during operating 
hours. Grace Episcopal Church 
provides healthy food to people 
in need. Children are provided 
with a bag containing five 
nutritious snack items. They

I Paul Bahle
Staff Writer

Everyone remembers the 
Saturday morning cartoons 
depicting the strife of the noble 
pilgrims, their escape from 
England’s religious persecution 
and their long, arduous voyage 
on the Mayflower, until they 
finally landed on Plymouth 
Rock. But do these feel-good 
“educational” animations give 
the whole story? Did the first 
pilgrims really even set foot 
on this mystical stone? Where 
exactly is Plymouth Rock today? 
To better understand the legends 
surrounding this world-famous 
piece of Dedham granodiorite, 
it is best to first understand the 
history.

Plymouth Rock was not the 
first place the Puritans set foot 
in North America. Plymouth is 
located roughly 30 miles from 
Cape Cod, the first land that the 
Mayflower passengers saw. After 
sixty-six days at sea on a rather 
small boat, the Puritans could 
only be too eager to set foot on 
whatever solid ground came first. 
While the pilgrims did land in 
present day Massachusetts in 
1620, the first written reference 
to the Pilgrims’ landing was 
created in 1741—121 years after 
it happened. The myth about 
the alleged landing site was 
passed down from generation 
to generation. The man who 
identified the stone, Thomas 
Faunce, was 94 years old and 
not descended from the original

offer a three-day supply of food 
to each person. If you want to 
volunteer to help with their food 
pantry service, call 231-847
2330. Volunteers can work up to 
10 hours per month.

Immaculate Conception 
Church has an emergency food 
pantry for those in need. It is 
located at 720 Second St. in 
Traverse City. The pantry is 
open on Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings. Volunteers can 
transport food from the church 
to the pantry as well as help with 
pantry operations when it is 
open. Non-perishable food items 
are welcome, and healthy food 
is recommended. .Volunteers- are «

Mayflower crew, but he grew up 
when many of the original crew 
were still alive. The accuracy 
of Faunce’s testimony is still 
questioned. The rock may have 
just marked the general location 
of where the Mayflower crew 
stepped off.

In 1774, the stone was split 
in two, as per the decisions of 
Colonel Theophilus Cotton and 
the townspeople of Plymouth. 
The bottom half of the stone 
was left at the shore, and the 
top half was moved to the 
town meetinghouse. In 1834, 
the rock’s upper portion was 
relocated from the meetinghouse 
to the Pilgrim Hall Museum. In 
1859, the Pilgrim Society began 
construction of a canopy over the 
wharf that housed the base of the 
stone. After this Victorian-style 
structure was completed, the top ■ 
portion of the stone was then 
cemented back on to the bottom 
in 1867.

Finally, in 1920, care of 
the rock was turned over 
to the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts. The 
Commonwealth gave Plymouth 
Rock its newest home, complete 
with a roof and gates to repel 
potential “souvenir hunters.” 
(Today, it is estimated that 
only a third of the stone’s top 
portion remains because of all 
the chippings taken by these 
souvenir hunters.) Several pieces 
of the stone have been preserved

always appreciated. The church 
can be reached by calling 231
946-4211.

St. Francis has a food service 
called Glad Meals, which serves 
food to those in need on Saturday 
for lunch. Glad Meals takes place 
in St. Francis High School at 123 
East Eleventh St. in Traverse City. 
It operates as a soup kitchen, with 
St. Francis students preparing 
food. Donations aren’t needed for 
Glad Meals, as they already have 
a food provider. The meals, which 
vary each week, usually have an 
entree and sometimes a dessert?

The Salvation Army food 
pantry’s inventories are lower 

«than usual for this time of.year,

in various museums and towns 
across the nation, including 
the Smithsonian and Vassar 
College. There is even a piece 
out in Seattle, in a monument 
celebrating the pioneers of the 
Pacific Northwest.

All told, the sole word of a 
94 year old man who never set 
foot on the Mayflower is what 
made Plymouth Rock famous. 
However, it is not impossible 
that the original Puritans may 
have set foot on the rock at 
one point or another, or that it 
may have been an approximate 
marker for the second place the 
pilgrims set foot in America.

So why has the story stuck? 
Why have the very dust and 
pebbles of Plymouth Rock been 
treated like the bones of a saint? 
The biggest reason is probably 
because information didn’t travel 
as fast back in the 1600s, and, 
anyway, people enjoy a good

* story. With America being a 
brand new nation, parents didn’t 
want their children growing up 
on English folk stories such as 
Robin Hood, so the pilgrims’ 
escape from England made the 
perfect candidate. Nevertheless, 
Plymouth Rock will always 
be a national treasure, like the 
Great Wall is to China, or the 
Leaning Tower of Pisa is to Italy. 
Thomas Faunce gave a nation its 
own Parthenon by pointing to a 
boulder in Cape Cod.

so they in particular are seeking 
donations. They are located at 
1239 Barlow St. in Traverse City. 
Their food pantry is open from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily, and offers 
more than just food to those 
in need. Those making food 
donations are asked to bring in 
healthy, non-perishable food 
items. You can also donate money 
through the Salvation Army 
Web site. Like Father Fred’s, the 
Salvation Army offers additional 
services, such as providing 
household items. Those who 
want to donate can reach the 
Salvation Army by phone at 231
946-4644.
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Local Businesses offer Black Friday specials

BBRITNE MCKAY
Staff Writer

For many local businesses during Black 
Friday, the consensus is the same: it’s hard to 
compete with big box stores. While local places 
may have some uncommon novelties, they don’t 
offer big ticket items at lower prices, like Bat 
screen TVs for only $208. Despite the fact that 
business will be slower than normal on Black 
Friday, some businesses will still be having deals 
in hopes of encouraging sales.

Haystacks will be opening earlier and having 
sales on select items throughout their stores. 
Peppercorn and Toy Harbor will be offering 
free gift wrapping, while stores like Ella’s and 
Diversions will be hosting'“mystery sales.” 
Raven's Ghild has decided to give back to the

Small Business Saturday is a holiday 
which was created by American Express in 
2010. It occurs every year on the Saturday 
after Black Friday and is a day to celebrate 
small businesses by buying local. Many 
stores around the Grand Traverse Area

community through their sals by awarding 20 
percent off to customers who donate $5 to the 
Father Fred Foundation. Wild Birds Unlimited 
offers 25 percent oft" all items that Ht into a bag 
they will provide.

If you buy six or more jars el salsa at Cherry 
Republic,“you will receive 20 percent off. They 
are also offering 25 percent off all clothing, and 
a buy five get tnie-free deal on 8 oz. Bags of red 
candies. Miners North jewelers will be mailing 
Byers out a few lays Before Black Friday. They’ll 
Be debuting a limited edition, never-before seen 
Black Friday Pandora charm, and will be offering 
free iPhones and iPads to people who make 
purchases bB certain amounts.

will be celebrating Small Business Saturday 
including Sweet Pea, Cherry Hill Boutique, 
Robert Frost Fine Footwear, Cherry Stop, 
and the Grand Traverse Mall. This year 
Small Business Saturday will be observed on 
November 24th.

■ANDREW REED
Staff Writer

Cyber Monday is the Monday following 
Thanksgiving week. It’s the Internet’s version 
of Black Friday, with deals on nearly every 
major website. With savings on certain items 
ranging up to 80 percent off, it’s one of 
the top shopping days of the year. It’s an 
alternative to those who don’t want to wait 
hours in line for doorbuster deals and handle 
the chaos that ensues with box store shopping. 
Big label names like Amazon and Best Buy 
already have lists online of what you can save 
your money on, as well as how much you 
would be saving. Whereas some online stores 
such as Newegg, Toys R Us, and Kohls look to 
either have you to sign up for their newsletters 
for a preview of Cyber Monday deals or keep 
their sales secret altogether, various websites 
have sprung up just to display the multitude 
of shopping sites with big price cuts and deals. 
Popular purchases on Cyber Monday include 
clothing and electronics. The accumulative 
total of both reached up to 27 percent of 
online sales in 2011, with items such as new 
computers, MP3 players such as iPods, and 
winter clothing topping the charts.Another 
very large portion of online sales is in travel 
services. Websites like Expedia and Travcloctty 
in prior years have been known to have 50 
percent off certain flights, prepaid debit cards 
with flight and hotel packages, and discounts 
on hotels.Cyher Monday’s popularity has 
even been the cause of employees being fired 
from their workplace. In a study of various 
employers, seven percent of the employers

"online shopping while ar work. So remember: 
enjoy the sales, but don’t be stupid about them.
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What is the strangest Thanksgiving tradition you’ve ever experienced?

"We make bets on the 
Lions and Packers game 
and the losers have to 
wear the losing team's 
jersey."

Britni Peterson,
Nursing, first year

"We listen to 
Christmas music 
during Thanksgiving."

David Vanhorn,
Social Work, first year

"We sit and cut up 
magazines of what to buy 
on Black Friday."

Juliana Thompson,
Education, first year

"We set up our Christmas 
tree after dinner."

Declin Johnson,
Pre-med, first year

"I have all boy cousins, so 
it gets wild and my sister 
and I still have to sit at the 
kids table because we are 
the last generation."

Olivia Avery,
Zoology, first year

8ANDREW REED
Staff Writer

Have we forgotten Thanksgiving?
It seems like every year, 

Christmas is advertised further 
and further away from its actual 
date. This year, Sam’s Club had 
Christmas tree ornaments being 
sold before Halloween! That’s 
over 55 days (rounded, about ' 
one seventh of the Gregorian 
Calendar).

Christmas is already under fire 
by many religious groups due to 
its perversion from the holiday’s 
true meaning (the birth of Jesus 
Christ) into a more atheist aspect 
of an obese bearded man who

jumps down outdated heating 
modules, eats various unhealthy 
substances (traditionally cookies, 
but in the household I was raised 
in, they made sure I knew Santa 
enjoyed creamed herring), then, in 
return for how pleasant you have 
been to your peers, you may get 
presents or you may get fossilized 
carbon.

The Christmas season is the 
biggest moneymaker for most 
companies. Entire product lines 
are often put out close before, if 
not exclusively for, Christmas. Not

to mention days like Black Friday 
and Cyber Monday having a “very 
Merry Christmas” aspect to them 
both.

I mean, did we forget about 
Thanksgiving altogether? 
Thanksgiving, as far as the general 
consensus knows, doesn’t even 
have festive music. Halloween 
has entire soundtracks, such as 
The Nightmare Before Christmas 
and Rocky Horror Picture Show. 
Easter has songs about the Easter 
bunny and Easter bonnets. Now, 
where are the Thanksgiving tunes?

They apparently got eaten up by 
popular artists’ overly vocalized 
renditions of old Christmas tunes 
and jingles.

I don’t like to imagine that I’m 
Ebenezer Scrooge, but there’s a 
time and a place for Christmas, 
and October and early November 
are neither of those! Christmas 
has been made into more of a 
gimmick to sell and advertise 
rather than a religious holiday, 
with meaningful traditions like 
the gathering of family, and being 
happy in general.

Thanksgiving is a time to give 
thanks, to appreciate all that is 
given to us, to spend time with 
friends, family, and loved ones.
It’s just in poor taste that big box 
stores can’t oversee their money 
making holiday for at least another 
month. Am I guilty of holiday 
shopping early? The answer is 
yes. But I didn’t need jolly of St. 
Nicholas in my face in order to do 
it. I just needed a caring thought 
and desire to see someone smile, 
because that’s what the holidays 
are really about: bringing joy.
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RIGHT! Mighty titan 
Cronus! Dear Father, 
you will be punished!

Lightning?
That's pretty 

sweet!

The titan Cronus devoured his children - Hestia, 
Hades, Poseidon, Hera, and Demeter - in hopes 
that none would succeed him on the throne. 

Then came Zeus...

Would 
you use it 
already ?

Emily Osantowski
I banish 
thee!

Come fight me, son! .
Be a man and fight me, 

face to face!

In the beginning - there was the 
universe. The universe created the 
titans and the titans created the 

gods.

Impossible! 
You're a giant! His brothers brought him 

lightning forged from the 
great god Hephaestus.

OH MY 
GODS!

I call the 
seas in his 
stomach! 

SHOTGUN!

I take Olympus since 
I sent him to his 

banishment! S

So that is how Zeus became 
the God of Thunder... but as we 

know, there are many who share 
the same title... ,

*5o that means 
I get the 

underworld...

Father didn't write a will, did 
he? So who takes his place on 

the throne?
For I am 
a God of 
gods and 
Thunder!

f ■ but l 
' think 

I will
change it! 

Fora 
good

l laugh!

Come now, 
brothers! 
We shall 
celebrate!

Thunder, 
eh? 

That's 
a nice 

story...
Thus Cronus and the other 

titans were banished to 
Tartarus, where they shall 

remain for eternity!
TO BE CONTINUED.

ACROSS
1 Winter coaster 
5 “Go__ , Tigers!”:

1968 Detroit 
baseball theme 
song

10 Verb for thou
14 Vehicle at a 

stand
15 Martini garnish
16 Empty room 

phenomenon
17 Unattributed, as a 

quote: Abbr.
18 Show hosted by 

23-Across
20 Uncommon, to 

Caesar
21 Taking care of the 

job
22 Muse for poets
23 Popular TV 

personality 
(11/20/1932- 
6/2/2012)

26 Syr. neighbor
27 Royal Navy 

-letters
28 Brightness nos. 
30 Put a match to 
35 Vocal quality 
3918-Across list

topper
42 Proboscis
43 Did, at some 

point
44 Fish-fowl 

connector
45 Syr. neighbor 
47 Go toe-to-toe 
49 With “the,” 23-

Across’s 
nickname on 18- 
Across

56 Healing plants
58 Lugosi of horror 

films
59 Flag Day 

month
60 23-Across’s 

catchphrase on 
18-Across

62 Area behind a 
high altar

63 “Aha!”
64 Blue Cross 

competitor
65 Part of an 

agenda
66 Migratory 

herring
67 California berry 

farm founder
68 Used car sites

It will 
be fun, 
Hades!

&
■HMWIHBWS
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By Steve Blais

DOWN
1 Percussionist 

from Liverpool
2 Hawaiian porch
3 Ritualistic 

evictions
4 Singers 

Washington and 
Shore

5 Cost
6 Spiral-horned 

antelope
7 Faint of heart
8 Madonna title 

role
9 B or C of the 

Spice Girls
10 Sits on the 

kitchen counter 
until dinner, say

11 Indian__
12 Not even ajar
13 Chore list heading 
19 Quaint country

consent
24 Grammy winner

India.__
25 Bread choice
28 Place to 

overnight
29 Quid pro _
31 Future beetles
32 Rejection on top 

of rejection
33 Opal finish?

11/20/12

Look in the 
next issue 

for the 
answers!

(c)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 11/20/12

AMUSEMENT 1 1

34 Brother of Jack 
and Bobby

36 Admitted
37 Opposite of 

paleo-
38 Act

inappropriately
40 Accepted
41 Bright star
46 Latin 101 word
48 Behind bars
49 Where to get 

Seoul food

50 “A Doll’s House” 
playwright

51 ‘That’s so cool!”
52 Quick flash
53 Needing practice 

in
54 Smaller map, often
55 Rains cats and 

dogs
56 Auction condition
57 One who rarely 

has low spirits?
61 Hog the phone

Start your Christmas shopping 
with us!

November 19th - December 14th

(on select items)

Remember
k buy back is December 10th - 14th
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Official Language:
krainian

Regional Languages:
Various Slavic dialects, 
Russian

Government: Republic, 
gained independence after 
dissolution of the Soviet 
Union in August of 1991

Legal System: Civil Law 
System, judicial review of 
legislative acts

Population: 44,854,065

OLGA NAROLSKA a third year nursing student at NMC, is from Ukraine.

Focus: UKRAINE 
Location: Eastern 

Europe, bordering Russia to 
East, the Black Sea to the 
th, and Moldova, Poland,

nd Romania to the West

Ukraine comes to NMC
A little bit of Eastern Europe learns American life on campus

Executive Branch:
President, elected by popular 
vote for a five year term, and 
Prime Minister, appointed by 
president and approved by 
the Rada

I KATYA CHEKHOVSKIY
Staff Writer

Olga Narolska is a Ukrainian student, 
aspiring to earn a nursing degree after 
completing her Associates in Arts and 
Sciences at NMC. She has lived in the 
United States for eight years, and is fluent 
in three languages: Ukrainian, Russian 
and English. Olga was born in Ukraine, 
and at age twelve her family immigrated 
to California. After a year and a half, 
they moved to Traverse City, MI. Upon 
graduating from West Senior High, Olga 
enrolled at NMC.

Though it was not her decision, Olga is 
very thankful her parents chose to live in 
the States, and she thanks God for all of 
the opportunities she has here. She enjoys 
having the blessing of meeting people 
from all over the world, the chance of 
trying new activities, and markedly, the 
opportunity to receive an education.

Olga experienced a number of cultural

differences right away when she was still 
new to the U.S. When she first walked 
into a grocery store, she was shocked to see 
people wearing pajama pants and sporting 
messy hair because in Ukraine, people— 
especially women—do not leave the house 
until they are dressed nicely and have a 
perfect hairstyle. Additionally, In Ukraine, 
strangers show respect for one another by 
using a person’s first and middle names 
when addressing him or her. Students also 
address their professors this way.

Even though Olga appreciates living 
in the States, what she misses most about 
Ukraine is her hometown. She also misses 
the public transportation systems and 
traveling with friends. Nevertheless, 
her experience in America has been 
wonderful. Olga is the secretary of the 
NMC International Club, is very involved 
with the Slavic community in Northern

Michigan, and is passionate about her 
studies.

Legislative Branch:
Unicameral Supreme 
Council, Verhovna Rada,
450 seats: 222 given to party 
gaining 5 percent or more of 
the national electoral vote: 
225 seats to members elected 
in districts

Judicial Branch:
Supreme Court; 
Constitutional Court

|i $ S I A

Illustration courtesy of Flickr

—/

«A

•UCNMKT

5

*



 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

November 20, 2012
WHITE PINE PRESS

Bits of the News
By: Joseph S. Grace
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Patent Wars Pending—Article 2:
The American patent system nurtures patent trolls

Twenty-nine billion dollars.
That’s what patent trolls drain from 
American businesses every year, 
according to James E. Bessen of the 
Boston University School of Law.

What exactly is a patent troll? If 
you read Article 1 of Patent Wars 
Pending, which appeared in our 
previous issue, you know that for large 
companies to innovate in our current 
landscape, they must amass patents 
to protect themselves from litigation, 
so that when they infringe on other 
companies’ intellectual property 
with their new products (which they 
inevitably will), they can say, “You’re 
also infringing on our patents. If you 
don’t sue us, we won’t sue you.” This 
dysfunctional system works because 
companies that hold patents in their 
field make actual products they would 
like to continue selling, meaning that

both parties would have something to 
lose in a messy patent trial.

Patent trolls subvert this system 
because they have an advantage real 
companies don’t: they don’t make 
anything. Patent trolls have no risk 
of infringing on anyone else’s patents 
with their own products, because they 
contribute nothing of their own to the 
industry—they have no product. This 
allows them to attack other companies 
without fear of retribution.

Intellectual Ventures is basically 
the biggest patent troll on the block. 
What they do—which isn’t making 
anything of their own, obviously, 
because patent trolls don’t make 
anything of their own—is gather arms 
(in the form of patents) to use against 
small businesses and people they 
know will have no choice but to settle 
out of court. They find these small

companies who are making innovative 
products and they sue them for 
infringing on really broad patents that 
anybody, making any sort of software, 
infringes on.

Most small businesses don’t have 
the ability to defend themselves when 
these patent trolls sue them because 
the cost is so high. It’s easier to settle 
out of court. The cost to fight the 
troll would put most of them out of 
business.

Imagine for a moment that the 
article in the U.S. Constitution that 
established patents—Article One, 
Section Eight—was created as a baked 
good. Though it may have been fresh 
and useful when we made it, we left 
it in a cupboard for 200 years, and 
neglected to check on it. We worked 
around it. It’s grown stale, and worse, 
it’s growing mold—troll mold.

The system we have encourages 
them to grow and continue their 
behavior. They exist because the 
system encourages them to exist. 
Companies wouldn’t stockpile patents 
if they couldn’t use them as weapons 
so effectively. The profit they make— 
the $29 billion they drain from 
American businesses—should never 
have left the hands of the innovators 
who made it in the first place. To 
get rid of them, we need to cut off 
their blood supply. The moldy bread 
we have isn’t savable at this point, 
and instead of attempting to find the 
few good remaining parts, we should 
simply bin it in favor of a system built 
to help small businesses thrive and 
innovate.

The “Patent Wars Pending” series 
will be continued in the next issue.

what am I going to do? what should I tell
him? how do I get medical care? can I

stay in school? should i keep my baby? 
what about adoption?

We care... and we can help.

For free, confidential 
answers to (your questions 
about being pregnant, call 
Child and Family Services at

800538.9984

Child & Family Services
of Northwestern Michigan

Strengthening the Fabric of the Family Since 1937
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Cyber Crime Night
- - T

'' ’ I

J

Wednesday, December 5, 2012 
6:30 pm to 9:00 pm 

Ferris Class Night 
NMC University Center, Room 06

Sit in class with current ISI students! 
Stop by to learn about this exciting 
career option!
FREE T-shirt for stopping by!
Pizza and refreshments!

INFORMATION SECURITY AND INTELLIGENCE, B.S.

A significant challenge facing individuals, corporations and the 
nation is securing, maintaining and interpreting information. 
Employees skilled in analyzing and converting data into knowledge 
using the latest visual analysis, geographic information systems, 
data mining, and digital forensics tools are needed to meet this 
growing challenge.
The Ferris State University ISI program addresses this need with 
courses in all these areas, as well as courses in fraud investigation, 
information security and intelligence.
Graduates of the program are prepared for opportunities in both 
the government and business sectors in information security, 
intelligence, health care, insurance, education
and other fields.

Stir
JMy experence dt Ferns in tne iniMy ex

TfelJigenco Progra'n >ed <
th to be able to provide an mvaloebte service to

nvironmpnt where creativity can flourish and is well 
'ataoced where many career paths m informatron 
ecority can be followed to fulfill any personal goal 
1 the digital world."

Jason Otting, Grand Traverse County Sheriff 
Department, Ferris Alumni

r
L

Ferris State 
University
TRAVERSE CITY

Offices in the University Center ■ 2200 Dendrinos Drive, Suite 100, Traverse City, Ml 49684 ■ (231) 995-1734 
FerrisNorth@ferris.edu □ ferris.edu/statewide
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"Ghost in the Shell: Stand Alone Complex
I MATHIEU ST. CHARLES

Staff Writer

“Ghost in the Shell: Stand-Alone 
Complex” is a TV series about a future 
where cybernetics and mankind have 
integrated with each other. The television 
series is based on the manga of the same 
name by Shirow Masamune. In this 
world, “cyborgs”—partially-mechanical 
humans—are commonplace in society, 
and people are more connected than in 
any previous generation. Cyber-crimes are 
more common and far more dangerous, 
with rogue cyborgs running amok.

The “Ghost in the Shell” series started 
with a manga and eventually lead to a 
movie in the late 80s, which went on to 
inspire “The Matrix.” The “Stand-Alone 
Complex” TV series takes place in the 
same universe, but isn’t a direct sequel to 
the movies. The show itself is a cyberpunk 
thriller with detective-mystery elements, 
with some intriguing political drama 
thrown in as well.

Ghost in the Shell features an 
interesting cast of characters of the

cyber punk variety. The main character 
is Motoko Kusanagi, also known as The 
Major, who is a cyborg super soldier with 
amazing athletic ability who works for 
Public Security Section Nine. She has a 
serious yet
easygoing 
demeanor 
and
provides 
some 
comic 
relief with 
the other 
main
characters 
of Section 
Nine. The 
group’s
second in command is Batou, who is 
also part cyborg, with fully artificial eyes. 
Another character, Togusa, is one of the 
few fully human figures in Section Nine, 
who has to face moral dilemmas that

the other characters do not, since he- has 
no programming to follow. The head of 
Section Nine is Daisuke Aramaki. He is 
older and very strict about his position. 
The Tachikoma are also noteworthy

characters 
in the series. 
They are four
legged robots 
with high- 
pitched voices 
that tend 
to play the 
token comic 
relief role, but 
at one point 
incur some 
philosophy 
in the plot.

Their main function is to act as combat 
robots for Section Nine.

The music is composed by Yokko 
Kanno, who also composed some 
music for other big anime series such as

“Cowboy Bebop,” “Macross Plus” and 
“Turn A Gundam.” The soundtrack fits 
each scene well and creates a suitable 
atmosphere, from fight scenes to 
detectives’ discoveries. The art style and 
quality is very nice. The opening to the 
first season is in a 3D computer-animated 
style that is very well done. Those who 
have read the manga will notice that the 
art style is different, but it’s still good.
The detail in the backgrounds and the 
character designs is nice to see. The show 
does a great job of creating an atmosphere 
of suspense, but also has plenty of action, 
especially in the first episode. So far 
there are two seasons to the Stand-Alone 
Complex story arc. I would recommend 
this show to anyone who likes political 
intrigue, cyber-punk science fiction or 
crime solving. The show can be violent, 
and isn’t for kids, but has more than 
enough philosophy for older viewers to 
sink their teeth into.

★ ★ ★ ★ -ft

MOVIE REVIEW: "Skyfall 007"

James Bond turns 50 this year and in this 
latest outing, “Skyfall,” proves that age has 
done nothing for his supremely cool style 
other than deepen it. He still loves Aston 
Martins, radical gadgets, and hasn’t lost a 
taste for the series’ flagship martini. But in 
between these delicious tropes, he begins 
to consider his mortality, and even take an 
occasional turn for the profound. Super-spy 
den mother M clearly has her own ideas on 
the aging process as well, as both she and 
007 face retirement pressures from espionage 
incumbents. I can’t think of another Bond 
film yet that grants such lucidity to its 
characters. However, even amid their rise to 
awareness, they never come off as boring, 
self-indulgent, or anything but exemplars of 
what it is to be smooth.

Much of the film is about reminding 
Bond of his finite nature, but it also does a 
considerable job of reinforcing his legend, 
his immortality. Within the first five 
minutes—preceding an iconoclastic opener 
with a theme song by Adele—the man 
is shot through the heart and plummets 
from a moving train into a river. We, along 
with MI6’s secret agent headquarters, take 
him for dead. Alas, he washes up on some 
unnamed beach and easily segues into a 
new, simpler life, complete with bamboo 
shot glasses and a native girlfriend. But after

CNN reports of terrorist attacks in London 
catch his eye, Bond promptly returns home 
to yet another caper. As the indomitable 
agent at one point remarks, “My hobby is 
resurrection.”

“Skyfall” encompasses nearly three hours 
and in that time spans several countries, 
running a varied, but never disorienting 
aesthetic gamut. We begin, naturally, in 
stately Britain, but soon travel to the neon 
futureworld of Shanghai, the misty foothills 
of Scotland, and to other exotic lands. This 
effortless globetrotting, in accordance with 
the increasing internationalism of our age, 
does away with the xenophobia found in 
countless earlier entries in the Bond series, 
stretching back to Ian Fleming’s novels. And 
though Javier Bardem’s ethnically vague 
villain could be construed as just another 
face in a rogues gallery of evil foreigners, 
the part is so anchored by human despair 
and contempt that it inspires fear of the 
monstrous man, and not his place of origin. 
“Skyfall” is a grown-up movie through and 
through - it leaves us pondering not only 
the brave new world James Bond lives in, 
but the one we inhabit as well. And perhaps, 
for once, they aren’t so different. After all, 
don’t we both have arsenals of pocket-sized 
technological marvels at our disposal?
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On Monday, November 12, NMC held rhc Veterans Day Walk of Honor, paying 
homage to area veterans. Over 60 men and women who served in the United States 
military forces showed up, and they all greatly appreciated the gesture. Brian Potter, a 
retired U.S. Army veteran of 20 years, was grateful for the opportunity to congregate 
with his fellow soldiers. “We are all brothers in arms and its good to get together for a 
time of remembrance,” he said. Andy Denoycr, retired from 25 years of service in the 
Army National Guard, said that “'Ihe military offers good training, jobs, and benefits but 
it also has consequences and risks.” He also said that he found the risks worthwhile, and 
that he “would do it again.” Although Veterans Day is past for the year, we should still 
take time every now and again to honor and appreciate the men and women who help to 
keep America safe and free.
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