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NORTHWESTERN MICHIGAN COLLEGE

We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may

"Got your 6"
NMC has veterans' backs

Presidential
candidate
run-downs
Where do they stand on 
the issues you care about?

What's on the 
ballot?

Should we change 
the Michigan 
Constitution?

NMC Outreach Services staff members Tobias Gavaldon (left to right), Jim Bensley, Nicholeen 
Frusti and Scott Herzberg display "Got Your 6" buttons which are part of a national campaign to recognize veteran 
and active military personnel.

■ GRETCHEN HARNACK
Press Staff Writer

"Bits of News": 
net neutrality

Military Services, a component of 
the new Outreach Services Department, 
is implementing an innovative program 
designed particularly for veterans, active 
personnel and their families.

“Got Your 6” is a term used by the 
military which means “I got your back.” The 
term refers to a clock face. In a battlefield 
setting, what is in front of a person is 12:00. 
Behind the person is 6:00, where they’re most 
susceptible to danger. When a fellow soldier 
says they “got your 6,” they mean they have 
you covered.

That’s what NMC is doing for active and 
returning veterans. Based on a nationally 
launched campaign, “Got Your 6” will help 
veterans and civilians work together to 
circumnavigate all the hurdles in order to 
transition from military to civilian life.

Director of Outreach Services Jim 
Bensley says the his team will be heavily 
involved in the support of military personnel 
and has positioned Scott Herzberg, the 
Assistant Director of Outreach Services, as

"College is hard enough as it is."
Toby Gavaldon

NMC Outrerach Services student employee

the lead contact for veterans at NMC.
“Our purpose is to provide services and

support for active and inactive military and 
their family members as well,” Herzberg

said. “We’ve always been a military-friendly 
campus, now we are taking it a step further 
by creating a program designed to give our 
military personnel a support system and a 
community.”

The national “Got Your 6” campaign 
focuses on how civilians can help soldiers 
transition back into civilian life, and 
education is one of six focus areas (the 
others are health, housing, family, jobs, and 
leadership). Herzberg said NMC can lend 
support to veterans who are getting an 
education.

That is where Toby Gavaldon, a student 
employee, comes in. Gavaldon served two 
years as an Army E4 Specialist in Iraq before 
a medical discharge sent him stateside.
“Toby is someone whose been there and 
done that,” Herzberg said.

•See "Got your 6" continued on page 2
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An ounce of prevention...BN KOLEEN SPIGABELLI of NMC 
Health Services administers an influenza (flu) vaccine to first year 
student David Gilroy. Located in room 106 in the Biederman Building, 
Health Services is open 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday. Flu 
vaccines are recommended for everyone, especially for those with 
asthma, heart, lung or kidney disease or for those with weakened 
immune systems. The vaccine will cover three strains of the influenza 
virus. Cost is $15 for students; $20 for staff and faculty. For more 
information call 995-1255.
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• "Got your 6" continued
Gavaldon explained his role in the 

transition phase for vets as being someone 
familiar with the system, “College is hard 
enough as it is. We can personalize the 
learning process. They are coming from a 
job in a war zone to becoming a part of 
our value system.”

Gavaldon said the entire 
Outreach Services staff will 
take every step with a vet or 
family member to help 
them navigate the system.
Currently there are 
approximately 180 enrolled 
veterans and a greater number
of their family members. Tuition help 
comes in the form of the G.I. Bill or 
financial aid.

In addition to “Got Your 6,” Herzberg 
said Outreach Services is meeting one 
of its primary goals by starting a chapter 
of the Student Veterans of America 
(SVA). Don Cunningham, director of 
the University Center and a former Air 
Force Chief Master Sergeant, will co
advise along with Herzberg with the SVA 
organization.

SVA’s vision is, “All veterans will 
succeed in higher education, achieve their 
academic goals, and gain meaningful 
employment.” They accomplish that goal 
by awarding scholarships, sponsoring a 
hiring fair downstate, providing grants 
and hosting leadership summits. The SVA 
Chapter is also about community and 
opportunity for involvement.

“The NMC Student Group for 
Veterans will assist veterans and family

NEWSROOM 231 .995.1173 
DISTRIBUTION 231.995.1322 
ADVERTISING 231.995.1349 
FAX 231.995.2110 
EMAIL whitepinepress@gmail.com

In the Sept. 27 issue, the office for which Jim Bensley works was incorrect in a caption 
on the front page. Bensley serves as director of NMC Outreach Services.

In the Sept. 27 issue, Scott Herzberg’s last name was spelled incorrectly in a caption on 
the front page. Herzberg serves as assistant director of NMC Outreach Services.

In the Sept. 27 issue, the location of the recently-renovated campus fitness center was 
incorrect. The center is located in the Rajkovich Physical Education Center on main cam
pus.

In the Sept. 27 issue, an article about the newly-renovated fitness center (“Get Fit 
Quick”) incorrectly stated information about the center’s membership fees; it should have 
been made clear that students living on campus in the dorms are able to access the facility 
for free because their membership is a benefit of paying housing fees.

members with the tools and resources to 
make the most out of their educational 
opportunities,” Cunningham said. “Thus, 
they helped us, now we will help them.” 
These programs are coming to th'e 
forefront of national awareness due to 
the troop withdrawal from the Middle 

Fast scheduled through 2014.
Even President Obama is focused 
on helping veterans upon their 
return from serving overseas; on 
Nov. 9, 2009, he signed Executive 
Order 13518 - the “Veterans 
Employment Initiative,” which 
orders the Secretaries of Labor

and Veteran Affairs “to assist veterans 
and transitioning service members in 
translating military skills, training, and 
education to Federal occupations” under 
the terms of Section 5, Part D.

But here on the home front, NMC has 
already begun helping our servicemen.
One way the college will honor student 
veterans is with a campus wide recognition 
on Veterans Day, which will be observed 
on Nov. 12. So far plans are in the works 
for Robert Scott, a former Marine, and 
head of NMC’s Sodexo Catering, to 
provide a free breakfast to all student 
veterans in the cafeteria at West Hall. 
Herzberg added that “Got Your 6” has 
an attention-grabbing public service 
announcement. Click http://www. 
gotyour6.org/military-tribute to check it 
out.

For more information, visit Outreach 
Services in the lower level of West Hall or 
call Scott Herzberg at 231-995-2526.

Printed by Morning Star Publishing and distributed free.
Printed on 1OO% recycled paper
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A flood beneath Brown Bridge Dam in Traverse City Oct. 6 resulted from failures apparently connected to a station that was to gradually 
release water from Brown Bridge Pond, local authorities reported. It was to take more than two weeks, but the pond emptied in four to five hours. 
Authorities continued to investigate the cause of the weekend flood this week, with affected areas remaining under a health advisory.

BRIEF MOMENTS
By GRETCHEN HARNACK Press Staff Writer

International exchange session offers
information

An informational meeting for students and parents 
considering studying abroad or hosting an exchange 
student will take place from 7 to 8 p.m. Oct. i 1 in the 
Milliken Auditorium at the Dennos Museum. Highlights 
include first-hand testimonials from host families and 
former participants of exchange programs, a keynote 
speaker and a panel discussion followed by a Q and 
A session. Contact Jim Bensley, Director of Outreach 
Services at 231-995-2527 or jbensley@nmc.edu.

Writer Gordon Henry presents Anishinaabe 
stories and songs

A free Michigan Global Awareness Consortium event 
will take place at 6 p.m. Oct. 11 in the Oleson Center 
(Number 15 on the NMC Campus map). Gordon Henry 
will perform traditional Anishinaabe stories and songs, 
as well as his own poetry. Assisting him are musicians 
Mike Gilmore and Mike Johnston. Henry is a member the 
White Earth Chippewa Tribe of Minnesota and professor 
of English at Michigan State University, director of 
MSU’s Native American Institute, and senior editor for 
the Native American Studies Series. The Michigan Global 
Awareness Consortium is dedicated to bringing global 
issues, international opportunities and information to 
college campuses. For more information, contact NMC 
economics instructor Amjad Khan at 231-995-1291 or 
akhan@nmc.edu.
Golden Dragon Acrobats return to the Dennos 

Museum
The Golden Dragon Acrobats of Hebei, China, return 

for an encore performance at 8 p.m. Friday, Oct. 12, in 
the Milliken at the Dennos Museum Center. Performing 
acrobatic feats in Chinese tradition from two thousand 
years ago, the Golden Dragon Acrobats will amaze 
spectators with their agility, artistry, costumes and props. 
Tickets are $25 advance, $22 for members (plus fees), and 
free to students (with valid NMC ID). To order tickets call 
800-836-0717 or e-mail boxoffice@nmc.edu. For more 
information, check out the Dennos Museum website at 
www.dennosmuseum.org.

Proposed degree programs under review
Two proposed programs are being explored and are 

under review at the NMC University Center. The degrees 
under proposal include a Bachelor of Science Criminal 
Justice Generalist Option at Ferris State University;
Master of Arts degree in Sport Administration at Central 
Michigan University; and Master of Physician Assistant 
Studies at Grand Valley State University. Those interested 
should contact the universities affiliated with the new 
programs. Contact 231-995-1777 for more information.

Vegan potluck to be at TC Library
FOR ANIMALS is sponsoring a free vegan potluck 

and movie at the Traverse Area District Library (TADL), 
on Sunday, Oct. 14, from 1 to 3 p.m. The movie will be 
“The Emotional World of Farm Animals” by Jeffrey 
Masson. The event is free and open to the public. Please 
bring a dish to pass. FOR ANIMALS is the only animal 
rights group in the Traverse City area. They meet from 
7-9 p.m. on the third Monday of each month at the 
TADL, on the second floor in study room B. For more 
information, contact tcforanimals@acegroup.cc or call 
231-922-6003.

Women’s Resource Center sponsors second 
annual 5K run

The Women’s Resource Center (WRC) is hosting its 
second annual “Hands Are Not for Hurting” 5K run/ 
walk on 9 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 20, at the Women’s Resource 
Center, 720 S. Elmwood Ave. Race registration begins 
at 8:15 a.m. Complimentary food, coffee, water and live 
entertainment will be available. A moment of silence 
will be observed to acknowledge and honor victims 
and survivors of domestic violence. Registration fee is 
$25 and includes a commemorative long-sleeve t-shirt. 
Participants can register at the WRC office or at www. 
womensresourcecenter.org. Please specify shirt size of 
S, M, L, XL or XXL. WRC provides education, support, 
counseling, housing and advocacy through community 
partnership to end domestic and sexual violence and 
promote a safe environment for all. WRC serves five

counties including Benzie, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska, 
Leelanau and southern Antrim counties. For more 
information call 231-941-1210.

Former Greek ambassador to lecture on 
economy

“Can the U.S. Help Save Europe from Collapse” 
is the theme of a lecture to be given by former Greek 
Ambassador Thomas J. Miller at 6 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 
18, at the Milliken Auditorium. A reception will be held 
prior to the presentation. Miller has been an American 
career diplomat for almost 30 years. He was appointed 
to three ambassadorships in Europe, including Greece 
from 2001 to 2004. His appearance is part of the 2012-13 
International Affairs Forum lecture series at the Milliken 
Auditorium in the Dennos Museum.

WMU offers Counselor Education program info 
meeting

An informational meeting describing Western 
Michigan University’s M.A. program in Counselor 
Education runs from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 25, at 
the University Center, 2200 Dendrinos Drive, Room 218. 
Program advisors, faculty, and staff will be available to 
discuss degree options in clinical mental health and schoo 
counseling. RSVP online by Oct. 22, at www.wmich.edu/ 
traversecity/cecpinfo. For more information contact Kim 
Stevens at 231-995-1846 or email kim.stevens@wmich. 
edu.

Rogers Observatory hosts open house
The public is invited for an evening of star gazing 

at the Rogers Observatory, 1753 Brimley Road, located 
several miles south of the NMC campus. Students from 
the NMC Astronomy Club and members of the Grand 
Traverse Astronomical Society (GTAS) will host the 
public viewing from 9 to 11 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 20. 
Admission is $2 per person or $5 per family. The public 
viewing session is preceded by a GTAS meeting and 
program at 8 p.m. All are welcome to attend. For more 
information call 231-946-1787 or 231-995-1271 or email 
jdobek@nmc.edu.

The White Pine Press welcomes ideas, tips and news about clubs and organisations, If you have an item or news to submit, please email staff writer Gretchen Harnack gharnack@nmc.edu
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Criminal Justice and 
Information Security & 
Intelligence Open House
Wednesday, October 17
4 pm - 7 pm
University Center Room 204

Stop by this special information session to meet 
with instructors, advisors and current students. 
Learn about a career in ISI and Criminal Justice.

■ Pizza & Beverages

■ Sit in a class with current ISI students at 6pm!

Criminal Justice program launching 
Spring 2013!

All Programs Open House
Wednesday, October 17
11 am - 3 pm
Health and Science Welcome Center at NMC

Come to our Ferris open house and talk to our friendly 
counselors and admission staff about all of the degree 
options available to you in Traverse City. Learn how your 
Northwestern Michigan College credits can transfer to 
a Ferris degree. See how Ferris works with NMC to 
provide financial aid so you can earn your degree locally 
and affordably.

Ferris State 
University
TRAVERSE CITY

NMC
University

Center

For a list of programs offered at Northwestern Michigan College, Offices in the University Center
visit ferris.edu/statewide. Call our office at (231) 995-1734 to 2200 Dendrinos Drive, Suite 100, Traverse City, Ml 49684
make an appointment with an academic advisor. FerrisNorth@ferris.edu
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Great Lakes Bioneers host 11th annual conference
B GRETCHEN HARNACK

Press Staff Writer

Great Lakes Bioneers will kick off their 11th annual conference Oct. 19-21, on the 
NMC campus. Using the theme, “Tag, You’re It,” the conference showcases inspiring 
local and national speakers, skill building workshops, live music and internationally 
recognized experts on issues regarding people and planets.

The Great Lakes Bioneers Conference is one of 18 events taking place across the 
country in conjunction with the national conference in San Rafael, California. During 
the event, participants will gather in the Milliken Auditorium to view live simulcasts from 
California.

Local keynote speakers include Timothy Young of Benzie County, who is the 
founder of Food For Thought Inc., an organic and wild-harvested gourmet specialty 
food company, and Jackie Victor, co-founder of Avalon International Breads, a socially 
responsible bakery in Detroit.

In combination with the speakers, a series of year-round forums, workshops and 
events for creating new solutions for environmental and community continuity will be 
introduced at the conference this year.

Since 2001, thousands of people of all ages have gathered from all over Northern 
Michigan to participate in a positive social and environmental change in a 
community-oriented gathering.

The nonprofit organization showcases cutting-edge answers for bringing back our

planet. Established in 1990, Bioneers have involved social and scientific leaders with 
realistic and futurist remedies for the world's ecological and social problems. The 
conference is jointly organized by Seeking Ecology Education and Design Solutions 
(SEEDS) and the Neahtawanta Research and Education Center and the Collective 
Heritage Institute.

NMC students attending the conference can receive a special discount coupon code 
offering a huge discount at registration. To register, visit glbconference.org, click register 
here, and select attendee type: Student with valid student ID, and enter the promo 
code: ST82YGB to gain admission for only $15 for the whole weekend, a savings of 
$145.

Registration for the conference can be completed online or on-site. Visit the website 
at www.glbnetwork.org or register Friday, Oct. 19, at noon, in front of the Milliken 
Auditorium or Saturday and Sunday beginning at 8 a.m. in Scholars Hall, Room 106. 
Other admission costs are varied and range from $40 for Friday’s attendance to $160 for 
the whole weekend. Youth admission is $20 per day, $30 on Sunday. Children under 12 
are free.

All College and University students and staff, please Contact info@glbconference.org 
for a special discount code!

Schedule of Events

FRIDAY
10 a. m. - Children’s Concert
Milliken Auditorium
Noon - Registration Opens
Milliken Lobby
1:30 to 5:30 p.m. - National Speakers
Milliken Auditorium
2 to 3:30 p.m. - Afternoon Workshops
Meeting Location TBA
8 p.m. - Earthwork Music Concert
Milliken Auditorium

SATURDAY
9 to 10 a.m. - Opening and Keynote Speaker
Milliken Auditorium
10:15 to 11:45 a.m. - Morning Workshops
Various Scholars Hall Rooms
TBA
11:45 to 1:30 p.m. - Lunch
Civic Center
1:30 to 5:30 p.m. - National Speakers
Milliken Auditorium
2 to 3:30 p.m. - Afternoon Workshops
Various Scholars Hall Rooms
TBA
6 to 7:30 p.m. - Presenter Dinner (Invitation Only)
Inside Out Gallery
7:30 p.m. - Saturday Night Mixer! (All Welcome)
Inside Out Gallery

SUNDAY
9 to 10 a.m. - Opening and Keynote Speaker
Milliken Auditorium
10:15 to 11:45 a.m. - Morning Workshops
Various Scholars Hall Rooms
TBA
11:45 to 1:30 p.m. - Lunch
Civic Center
1:30 p.m. - The Great Lakes Bioneers Network Launch Party! 
Milliken Auditorium

what am I going to do? what should I tell 
him? how do I get medical care? can I

stay in school? should i keep my baby? 
what about adoption?

We care... and we can help.

For free, confidential 
answers to your questions 
about being pregnant, call 
Child and Family Services at

800.538.9984

Child & Family Services
of Northwestern Michigan

Strengthening the Fabric of the Family Since 1937
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OPINION

Because conservation 
doesn't have a party
■ DAVID YAMOLD

MCT Forum Writer

You have to get out of shouting 
range of the politicians in Washington 
to appreciate what's really important to 
Americans.

Americans like Barbra from 
Arizona: "'Environment' is not a swear 
word, but too often it is treated like one 
in the halls of our legislatures."

Barbra is one of thousands of 
Americans—Republicans, Democrats 
and independents—who have joined 
a national grassroots conversation 
aimed at taking the politics out of 
conservation and returning preservation 
of our wilderness lands, waterways 
and wildlife to its original roots as a 
unifying, rather than divisive force in 
America.

Judging from responses from all 
across America, perhaps we are not a 
nation as divided as our political leaders 
would like us believe.

We've heard from angry 
Republicans.

"Since when did breathing clean 
fresh air, drinking pure clean water 
and protecting our precious natural 
resources and environment become 
something that only Democrats 
should value," wrote Lorrie from 
Pennsylvania. "Too often now I hear 
key Repubhcans ridicule people that 
care deeply about the environment 
as over-zealous crazies. It makes me 
feel... almost embarrassed to be a 
Republican."

But the frustration knows no
party.

Mark from California speaks for 
many Americans when he says, "I sure 
would like to be hearing candidates even 
mention the environment during their 
campaigns. There's a lot of talk about 
the deficit and the burden it will place 
on future generations. Think of the 
burden placed on them if their world is 
deprived of clean air, clean water and an 
abundance of wildlife and wild places."

We at the National Audubon 
Society, one of the nation's most 
trusted conservation organizations, 
and ConservAmerica, a grassroots 
organization of conservation-minded 
Republicans, have joined in a ground
breaking movement called the American 
Eagle Compact.

The compact's purpose is to 
rally Americans around these shared 
values, remove the politically loaded 
rhetoric, and hold our elected leaders 
accountable for responsible stewardship 
and common-sense conservation.

We call on the next administration

and the next Congress to detoxify the 
conversation over clean air, clean water, 
protecting the health of American 
families, preserving our wild places, 
seeking energy independence, and 
saving endangered birds and wildlife.

"All Americans must... get over 
the hump that divides half into thinking 
that economic progress is at odds with 
environmental protection and the other 
half into thinking that we actually have 
the luxury of time to wait for everyone 
to agree," California's Mark also wrote 
us on our website (wwweaglecompact. 
org)

Politicians need to realize that 
outside Washington, this is not a debate 
over the existence _ or not _ of man
made climate change. It's debate over 
preserving our national heritage, clean 
air and water, and protecting the love 
of outdoors that binds Americans 
together.

"I grew up half a block from the 
railroad, and remember Mom's clothes 
on the clothes line getting dirty from 
the soot of the passing locomotive," 
Bob wrote from Nebraska in America's 
heartland in Nebraska. "We never 
thought about health hazards from the 
soot, we just wanted clean clothes. We 
were pleased when diesel locomotives 
replaced the coal-burners _ no more 
dirty clothes! We didn't care whether 
Republicans or Democrats were behind 
the change. We just saw progress."

One of the most poignant stories 
came from Carrie in New Jersey.

"Although my father and I hold 
vastly different views on a great many 
subjects, a gift he gave me when I was 
quite young was the love of nature, 
and in particular, the birds outside our 
window.

"To this day, in his advancing age 
and humbling physical decline, I can 
share a moment with him about a bird 
I've seen in my own yard's hedge or my 
daily wanderings, and I can see the old 
spark of interest and curiosity in his 
eyes that has inspired me," Carrie wrote.

Let's bring together both parties 
to understand that we are dependent on 
a healthy atmosphere and strong laws to 
protect it for the sake of Carrie, her dad 
and all Americans.

David Yarnold

David Yarnold is president and CEO 
of the National Audubon Society. He 
can be reached at president@audubon. 
org. The web site is www.eaglecompact. 
org.

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
Dear readers,

Ah, politics. Another four years have passed since the last presidential election, which 
means it’s time for another one.

Election season is rough, in great part because there’s truly no good way to get 
through it—or, at the very least, nobody seems to agree on what the best way is. This person is 
most interested in candidates’ policies; that person, in past records; a third, in a specific issue. 
One person insists that candidate X is the good choice because Y is a bad one, while another 
declares that Y is the lesser of two evils. A scattering of brave souls dare to follow third par
ties. Candidates debate, advocates fight, apathetics and cynics gather together for a while to 
wait for it all to end.

Here at the White Pine Press, we recognize this. Some of these disagreements occur 
within the walls of our office. As we seek out stories to write about, we encounter coundess 
perspectives on politics and those who participate in them. After it all, we hope to be able to 
offer up solid information on the political situation of our country.

We hope that you have all registered to vote. It is our duty, and a challenging one, to 
decide what is best for America as a whole. Whether you believe it or not, your vote matters— 
if something is wrong in this country, it’s our job to fix it; if something is right, it’s our job to 
keep it that way. Everyone must speak up to make it so.

As always, read and enjoy. May we all remember to consider what will best serve the 
common good.

Michael Robertson 
Editor in Chief

Cordially,

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: t/Vh/fe Pine Press accepts 
letters to the editor from members of the 
college and community. Letters should 
be less than 400 words, typewritten, and 
signed with your name, address and phone 
number. Letters may be edited for clarity, 
grammar, spelling and length. Opinions ex
pressed are not necessarily those of The 
White Pine Press staff or any college em
ployee.

MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686 

EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 

FAX: (231)995-2110
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If you were stranded on a deserted island, which candidate would you rather be with?

"Mitt Romney, because 
he's smarter."

-SCHAFFER WELL
2nd year student

"Obama, because he'd 
be more chill."

-RICHARD HERMAN
1st year student

"Obama, because I could 
actually communicate 
with him."

-MYKAYLA WERNER
2nd year student

"Neither. I'd rather be by 
myself."

-EASTON BALLAN
1st year student

"I’d rather have Obama, 
because if it was Romney 
we would end up at war."

-PAUL SUNCHILD
3rd year student

EMILY MAGNER
Press Columnist

MUSINGS 
OF A LADY Think it through and vote wisely

Use basis^-/?of bias—to place your vote
Recently, during a healthy political debate, someone 

asked a very interesting question: in today’s culture, what 
ideals do the two parties stand for? We have the ability 
to look back throughout history to see the legislation the 
Republicans and Democrats of yesteryear have taken 
a stand for; hindsight is always 20/20—but we asked 
ourselves, what do the parties stand for now? Do we have 
honorable options this election cycle?

Of course, each of us had our own answers to 
these queries. Those who had historically identified as 
Republicans had some very interesting thoughts. The 
sentiment that stuck with me long after our debate had 
ended was that the Republicans in our circle did not feel 
like they had a candidate they could vote for. The first 
Presidential debate was fresh in our minds.. .Mr. Romney 
gave a forceful performance, jamming his sentiments 
down the throat of the moderator and the American 
people, while President Obama seemed overly reserved— 
like a patient professor dealing with a difficult student... 
but not so much like the most influential man in the 
world.

The Grand Old Party that had once stood for fiscal 
conservativism, small government, and minimal personal 
interference has now taken a stance that many moderate 
and even moderate-conservative voters find themselves 
cringing over. Are the parties now so divided that to 
be Republican you must be conservative, and to be a 
Democrat you must be liberal?

Historically we look at the Democratic Party being 
an advocate for education and social welfare issues, and 
many of us have viewed the Republican Party as being 
strong on the economy and anti-taxes.

Ben Stein, conservative economist, lawyer, professor, 
speech writer, screenwriter, actor, humorist, novelist 
and TV show host weighs in on this very topic. “We

had incredibly high income tax rates in the 1950s and 
1960s when we had really amazing prosperity. We had 
breathtakingly high tax rates in the war years, World War 
II years, and we had just unimaginable prosperity. So will 
we have high prosperity if we cut taxes? It would be nice 
to think so, but the data is lacking.”

Ben Stein had experience working in the White House 
for both Presidents Nixon and Ford, as well as in personal 
and corporate finance, so it would appear that he knows 
what he is talking about.

These questions once again were brought to light: 
what do the modern day parties stand for, and are 
these candidates accurately representing their party 
constituents? We had hoped there would be some 
overlap—honesty, integrity, accountability, accuracy.
Many people do not feel that this is so much the case 
these days.

During our friendly political discourse in the days 
that followed that first Presidential debate, what shocked 
all of us, regardless of our party affiliation, was that the 
news media did not fully address the misinformation 
Mitt Romney expressed. Many news sources felt that this 
issue was “too hot.” All of us, Republican and Democrat 
alike, turned off the Presidential debate that night feeling 
disappointed.

Is this truly what it feels like to be voting for a 
President who is less ideal than the other? If these men 
are the cream of the crop in America, why are we not 
excited and inspired?

As the years progress, our media consumption has 
gone through the roof. Many of us spend all day on 
computers, afternoons on our smart phones, and evenings 
in front of the television—most of us are painfully aware 

, of the mudslinging that has occurred during this political 
cycle.

With so many millions of dollars being poured 
into negative ads, both candidates are starting to look 
inadequate. We know that these ads are funded by folks 
with a clear agenda—to elect a specific candidate... 
but there is also an unintended side effect. All of these 
negative ads are making it look like no one is up for the 
job.

Our political culture has morphed into one that is 
unbelievably negative and divided. Just because there 
is easy information in our faces about candidates does 
not mean that we should trust that information. As 
our media-driven culture progresses, the hope is that, 
as consumers of that media, we become sawier about 
trusting what we hear and read.

With both sides of the political landscape shrugging, 
peddling snake oil, and saying pick me because I’m not 
him we must become critical thinkers like never before. 
We need to spend time researching the things that 
candidates say, holding our representatives accountable, 
and we must weigh out the issues candidates represent.

Perhaps there is no perfect candidate out there, maybe 
we are choosing the lesser of two evils, but the truth is 
these presidential candidates .stand for much different 
values. There are serious implications for some of our 
most vulnerable populations. Which side you choose to 
take is your personal decision—just be sure to take that 
stance not based on ads or Internet memes, but rather 
based on un-biased non-partisan information on each 
candidate.
Looking for a view on our national and local candidates 
without a spin? Check out the League of Women Voters 
website at www.lwv.org! They encourage informed and 
active participation in government without a spin.



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

October 11, 2012
WHITE PINE PRESSSPECIAL

www.whitepinepress.org ☆ ☆ ☆EEti
Mitt Romney: 11 Keep America America 11

I NICK WALSH
Press Staff Writer

On Taxes:
Mitt Romney has said throughout his presidential campaign that, if elected, he 

will seek income tax reforms that would lower the federal deficit and help stimulate 
economic growth. He made his case to the middle class in a 2011 debate at Dartmouth 
College, New Hampshire, by responding to a question asking why he plans on having 
a capital gains tax cut for people making below £200,000. “I’m not worried about rich 
people; they’re doing just fine. The very poor have a safety net; they’re taken care of.
But the people in the middle, the hard working Americans, are the people who need a 
break, and that’s why I focus my tax cut right there.” Romney wants to make permanent 
the “Bush tax cuts,” which would keep the top marginal income tax rate at 35 percent, 
allowing America’s richest to continue paying a lower tax rate than what Obama wants 
and maybe even lowering it. He said he would eliminate the estate tax and the alternative 
minimum tax. The estate tax is determined by the value of the deceased’s assets instead 
of what inheritors received, so neither the number of inheritors nor portion factors 
plays a role in the calculations. The alternative minimum tax is not indexed to inflation, 
and because of that a growing number of middle income taxpayers have been subjected 
to the tax, particularly larger families who make too much money to qualify for the child 
tax credit (but have significandy large child-related expenses). Romney also wants to 
lower corporate tax rate from 35 percent to 25 percent for businesses to compete in the 
global economy and invest and create jobs at home. He claims that a high corporate tax 
rate thwarts growth and hurts U.S. wages.
Energy:

Romney pledges the U.S. will become free of energy sources outside of North 
America by 2012 by exploitation of domestic oil, gas, coal, and other resources. He 
supports the Keystone XL pipeline and drilling in the Adantic and Pacific outer 
continental shelves, western lands, and offshore Alaska. Romney wants to remove carbon 
dioxide from the list of pollutants controlled by the Clean Air Act. He wants to adjust 
water and air laws, and says cap and trade would increase energy prices. Romney says the 
causes of climate change are unknown, and that green energy is not yet practical. 
Health Care:

Mitt Romney says that he will use his executive order to strip away the Affordable 
Care Act. Instead, he will set up policies that give the states power to make their own 
health care reform plans, shaped around their own citizens. He wants the federal 
government to play a role in creating a level playing field, claiming competition drives 
improvement and effectiveness.

Romney’s plan for Medicare is to respect obligations to current seniors hut progress 
the program for the next generations. The biggest change: instead of paying providers 
directly, the government would help seniors pay for a health insurance option. Romney 
believes that insurer completion will help provide the best values for customers.

Romney is pro-life, believing that life begins at conception. Romney is opposed to 
abortion except for cases of rape, incest, or to save the life of the mother. He supports

Tfe-fiAMKHANSER

the Hyde Amendment, which would restrict the use of federal funds for abortions, 
and believes that the Supreme Court should overturn Roe v. Wade. With Roe v. Wade 
overturned, states would have the power to determine their own abortion laws.
Foreign Diplomacy:

Romney wants to build national defense and military strength by reversing Obama’s 
defense cuts and returning to the budget baseline by Secretary Robert Gates using four 
percent of the GDP. He also wants to ensure Israel’s safety by reducing assistance with 
Palestine if they continue to pursue United Nations recognition and forcefully resist the 
emergence of anti-Israel policies in Turkey and Egypt. Romney believes the U.S. should . 
have a strategy isolating Syria and pressuring their regime to increase the likelihood for 
a peaceful shift to a legitimate government. Romney is opposed to Iran having a nuclear 
weapon, for it will be a threat to Israel and could provoke an arms race in the Middle 
East region.
Education:

Romney’s education plan is based around expanding charter schools and school 
choice, leaving it up to parents to encourage change in public schools. Romney suggested 
a new idea, saying disadvantaged and disabled kids should be allowed to enroll in public 
schools outside their own districts and have their tuition be subsidized by the federal 
government. This idea focuses on changing the education gap between the richly 
educated and the poorly educated, which Obama’s education policies don’t address. 
Romney also thinks federal dollars are driving up college tuition and burdening too many 
young Americans with mounting debt.
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Barack Obama: "Forward"
■ MATHIEU ST. CHARLES

Press Staff Writer
On taxes:

Obama wants to cut taxes for the middle class and make the higher class pay 
their taxes. He wants to “invest in the middle class” to help the economy. He says he 
can cut the deficit by $4 trillion by the next decade by cutting spending and increasing 
revenue. He wants everyone to pay their taxes and not let the wealthy Americans get 
away with not paying what they should. He wants to pass the Buffett rule, which states 
that wealthy and middle class Americans pay their share of taxes. This “rule” will 
prevent wealthy Americans from slipping through loopholes into not having to pay 
their taxes. He wants to help the country by investing in manufacturing, industry and 
infrastructure.

Energy:
Obama’s plan for energy includes green energy options such as wind and 

solar energy. He plans to increase oil production in the United States in turn saving 
Americans money. He says that he has doubled the amount of clean energy sources 
and created more jobs that way. He is interested in clean coal as another means of 
cleaner energy. He has been working on the production of natural gas in the United 
States, and helped make more jobs. The hope is that clean energy will provide more 
jobs and help the environment at the same time.

Health care:
Obama’s plan for health care for the next term is as follows. He wants to 

end insurance company abuse by holding such companies accountable for patients.
He is going to strengthen Medicare and charge men and women equally for medical 
coverage. Even uninsured citizens should have coverage by 2014 according to 
Obama’s plan. All Americans should have health care.

Foreign policy:
Obama’s view on foreign policy and national security involves pulling out 

troops from Afghanistan. He plans on creating a world without nuclear weapons, 
theoretically making the world safer. He also wants to fix America’s standing in the 
world by strengthening alliances with NATO countries.

Education:
Obama wants to invest in education in the name of improving our workforce. 

He wants to reward responsible students by making student loans more manageable. 
He plans on keeping good teachers in schools. He says that good teachers can change 
the lives of students. He wants to help improve the education of American students by 
keeping good teachers in schools. He wants students to have a job right after college. 
He wants to make sure veterans can go to school as well. Obama has mentioned over 
and over that he wants to educate people so they can go into the work force.

Debate at the State
The State Theatre will be showing the presidential and vice presidential debates free 

of charge. The vice presidential debate will be on Thursday, October 11 at 9:00 p.m. The 
second presidential debate, set up like a town hall meeting with citizens asking questions 
mi foreign and domestic issues, will lakt place Tuesday, ( ictober 16 at 9:00 p.m. 1 In
third presidential debate focuses on foreign policy and will be showing on Tuesday, 
October 22 at 9:00 p.m. Doors open at 8:30 p.m. To get tickets, stop by the State 
Theatre, e-mail ticketst2jstatetheatretc.org, or call 231-947- 3446
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Six proposals on ballot for general election

Election 2012 is not only about the presidential races. This year, six 
statewide proposals are on the ballot that could affect many aspects 
of Michigan citizens’ lives and, if passed, five of the six woukf change 
Michigan’s constitution.

First of all, what is a proposal?
Simply put, a proposal is an attempt to create or change a law at the 

state or local level by its citizens. Rather than allow the legislature to make 
all the laws, Michigan citizens can vote to implement laws themselves.
To do this, citizens use the ballot initiative process. If the state legislature 
chooses not to pass a law, a referendum can also be posted as a proposal 
to give the people of the state an opportunity to decide.

Following are the proposals on this year’s ballot. —Gretchen Harnack

Proposal S
What it is: Proposal 12-1—A Referendum on Public Act 4 ©B 2011: The 
Emergency Manager Law.

Public Act 4 of 2011 would authorize the Michigan governor fo 
appoint an emergency manager (EM) if Michigan is in a state of financial 
emergency, This EM would Be allowed to act in place of local government 
officials, taking control of financial and operating plan development. The 
proposal would also establish a system to decide if the state is in a financial 
crisis or not.

Proposal 2
What it is: Pronosal 12-2—A Proposal to amend the state Constitution 
regarding Collective Bargaining.

This proposal would grant greater rights to labor unions, including 
the right to bargain collectively. Furthermore, it invalidates present and 
future laws that attempt to limit employees from joining unions and unions 
from bargaining collectively. State laws could be overridden by collective 
bargaining agreements, but laws may be put into place to prevent public 
employee strikes. Finally, “employer” would be defined as “a person or 
entity employing one or more employees.”

Proposal 3
What it is: Proposal 12-3—A proposal to amend the state Constitution to 
establish a standard for renewable energy.

This proposal would require power companies to provide a minimum of 
25 percent of their annual electricity sales from renewable sources—Bfec wind, 
solar, and biomass power—by 2025. In doing this, they may not increase their 
prices to customers By more than one percent, and they may annually oetition 
for time beyond 2025 to comply with die standard while staying under that 
one percent price increase. Additionally, the state legislature will be made to 
enact new laws encouraging hiring of Michigan citizens and use of Michigan- 
made equipment.

Proposal i
What it iss Proposal 12-4 — A proposal to amend the state Constitution to 
establisi, the Michigan Quality Home Care Council and provide collective 
bargaining for in-home case workers.

Shis proposal would give in-home care workers the right to Bargain 
collectively with the Michigan Quality Home Care Council (MQHCQ, and 
continue to give the MQHCC exclusive representation of in-home case 
workers until modifications can Be made to comply with labor laws. She 
MQHCC would Be required to offer training for and regulation of in-home 
care workers. Patients’ tights to hire in-home care workers who are net 
referred from the MQHCC would be preserved.

Proposal 5
What it is: Proposal 12-5 — A prooosal to amend the State Constitution to 
limit the enactment of new taxes By state Government.

This proposal would rr quire a two-thirds majority vote from both 
branches of the state legislature or from Michigan citizens for any proposed 
tax increase to be ratified. Any existing taxes will not be affected.

Proposal 6
Wnat it is: Proposal 12-6 - A proposal to amend the state Constitution 
regarding construction of international bridges and tunnels.

This proposal would require that an international bridge or tunnel for 
motor vehicles be approved by a simple majority (over 50 percent) of 
statewide voters, as well as a majority of voters in each municipality where 
the bridge or tunnel with begin and end. A “new” bridge or tunnel is to 
be defined as any bridge or tunnel which is not already in service as of the 
beginning of the first day of this year Qanuary 1, 2012).
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Stein stands for environmentalism, decentralization

■
 ANDREW REED

Press Staff Writer
With so much of the 2012 presidential election based 

around Romney vs. Obama, many tend to forget that 
the Democrats and Republicans aren’t the only political 
parties running for the Presidency. Libertarian and Green 
Party candidates have secured their names on well over 
half the country’s ballots for the upcoming election.

Green Party candidate Jill Stein’s values of 
environmentalism, decentralization, and nonviolence 
mirror those of the party. Stein has found supporters 
in the Occupy movement and various activist groups, 
and although she has not had much media exposure, the 
votes she wins may have enough supporters to funnel 
deciding votes away from the Republican and Democratic 
candidates.

Health Care:
Stein does not support the Affordable Care Act, 

saying that it takes away the public option. Instead she 
favors a single-payer health care system, in which all 
medical bills would go to a single processing point (in 
other words, a single, government-run provider) in order 
to remove “expensive and complicated billing systems” 
used by private insurance providers, thereby cutting costs. 
Stein believes no one should lose health insurance when 
changing jobs, and she’d like to see all health care dollars 
go toward improving the quality of health care instead of 
becoming profit for insurance companies.

Stein is pro-choice and wants birth control to be 
provided by health insurance companies. She thinks social 
services involving pregnancy should be provided as well, 
in order to reduce unwanted pregnancy and abortion.

Marijuana policy:
Stein says the criminalization of marijuana is what 

makes the substance dangerous. She wants to remove 
the black market and other dangerous vendors from the 
equation and create a legal regulatory framework for the 
distribution of marijuana. Ideally, this would take millions

of dollars from the hands of criminals and put it into the 
economy.

Stein believes that other illegal drugs are health care 
issues, not criminal or moral issues, and that they should 
be dealt with as a health care problem, not by the criminal 
justice system.

Economy:
Stein says the current economy is not working for 

minorities, the elderly, or the young. She blames the “1%” 
who own about 90% of America’s wealth. Stein wants to 
put tax subsidies on corporations in the public budget so 
that they can be transparent for people to see.

Stein endorses something called the “Green New 
Deal,” which is meant to mimic Roosevelt’s New 
Deal from the Great Depression. The plan is to 
make changes in financial and taxation systems and to 
create government jobs in green energy. New jobs in 
geothermal, solar, wind, and hydroelectric energy would 
be created with government funding. The Green New 
Deal will also cause a reform in the banking system, 
breaking down larger banks that are “too big to fail”, 
and force a 90% taxation on bankers that were bailed out 
during the 2008 Financial Crash.

Environmentally, the Green New Deal would create an 
overall transfer from “grey” energy such as oil and other 
fossil fuels to green energy like windmills and solar panels. 
Stein also would like to make a general ban on genetically 
modified food and the practice of fracking for natural 
gasses. Proposals to reduce nuclear energy will be made as 
well.

Education:
Stein heavily supports establishing a tuition-free 

college program, making pre-Kindergarten through 
college a government service as part of the Green New 
Deal. She says a college education has become a standard 
in the workforce and should be provided in order to give

those who could otherwise not afford college a chance to 
acquire a higher education. Stein supports both evolution 
and sex education being taught in the classroom. Stein 
also wants to focus on boosting the quality of education 
in low-income areas by boosting teacher salaries and 
providing on-site health care and social services.

National Security:
As part of the Green New Deal, Stein wants to repeal 

the Bush Patriot Act, calling it a direct violation of 4th 
Amendment rights and the right to judicial review. Also 
under the knife would be various parts of the NDAA 
(National Defense Authorization Act) that are thought 
to violate civil liberties. Stein wants to end the “military 
misadventures” in Iraq and Afghanistan, believing the 
wars America have had there were both illegal and 
financially unsettling.

Johnson off Michigan ballot for presidential race

I ANDREW REED
Press Staff Writer

The Libertarian Party has been in the news quite often lately, especially with the 
popularity of people like Ron Paul and the activities of the Tea Party Movement. 
The Libertarian Party' has become the third largest political party in the United 
States, surpassing both the Green Party and Constitution
Party.

With the 2012 presidential race in full sprint, The 
Libertarian Party’s presidential candidate, Gary Johnson, 
has already made it on the ballot of 48 states. Michigan, 
however, is not one of those states.

The former Governor of New Mexico had his name 
in Michigan’s GOP presidential primary back in February, 
and according to Section 695 Act 116 of Michigan voting 
law, a person whose name was placed on the ballot for one 
political party can not be nominated by another party in the 
same election.

Johnson has filed a lawsuit on the Michigan Secretary

of State, claiming that the law is unconstitutional and that he had dropped out of 
race for Republican nomination in order to run as a Libertarian Party candidate. 
Johnson claims that it wasn’t until September 7 that he was told by the state that 

Michigan law would not allow him change parties.
Johnson could gather the signatures needed to be registered as 

an Independent, but with the absentee ballots for the state having 
already been sent overseas to military, it seems as though Johnson is 
off Michigan’s ballot for this presidential race.

Although third-party candidates tend to go unnoticed in 
presidential elections, their presence does have an effect on the 
Republican and Democrat candidates’ polls, especially in a race 
as tight as the one we are seeing now. With the Libertarian party 
missing from the ballot in Michigan, this might give an edge to 
other third-party candidates.
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Elections for sale
Laws to the highest bidder?

DAVID ROOT
Press Staff Writer

You know that annoying family member or friend that still uses e-mail like it was 
Facebook chat, always bugging you for something? No matter how many times you re
spond or ignore them, they still want more from you as if their life depended on it. 
Sometimes they even get their friends in on it, pestering you day after day multiple times 
until you respond. I don’t know about you, but I have one of those contacts. And his 
name is Barack Obama.

You might think I’m kidding, but I’m not. Barack Obama is the dingiest politi
cian in history—at least once you donate to his campaign. Why? Because, as of halfway 
through his first term, corporations have the same first amendment rights to influence 
elections as you and I.

Imagine a single person with billions of dollars. They want to influence an election 
financially, but there are limits on personal donations. Now imagine that those wealthy 
and powerful people can now hide their money in corporately backed Super PACS, and 
can now spend unlimited amounts on campaign ads, mailing lists, and the candidates 
themselves at a hugely disproportionate advantage from any other individual. That is 
what has been happening since Citizens United fought the F.E.C. in the U.S. Supreme 
Court—and won—in 2010.
So how has this turned Obama clingy for support? Consid- ____________________
er this: through a combination of billions of dollars in at
tack ads, concentrated efforts to win key districts and states, 
and the greatest effort of voter suppression since Jim Crow 
laws, the GOP has the Obama Administration resorting to 
spam e-mails to get the funding they need to compete finan
cially. I’m being bribed with the chance to “win dinner with 
Barack,” and here I thought the prospect of winning the lot
tery with a single donation or vote only worked with Deep 
South Republicans.

No matter what you think of corporate personhood; the 
difference between efforts to gather campaign funds through 
donation in the 2008 presidential race and that of 2012 
should be self-evident. Even if you don’t pay any attention to 
politics on the national level, the effects of the Citizens Unit
ed vs. Federal Election Commission ruling that corporations
have the same first amendment rights as individuals can be ----------------------------------
seen all the way down to the local level of Government.

Take our own state for example. I’m sure you’ve heard of our governor Rick Snyder’s 
plans to build a new bridge to replace the aging Ambassador Bridge. The bridge, owned 
by the Moroun family of Detroit, is the only privately owned bridge between the US and 
Canada, carrying an average of 10,000 commercial vehicles every weekday at a charge of 
$4.75.

Seems pretty important, right? It must be, considering the Moroun family paid can
vassers over $4.5 million to gather the signatures necessary for one Proposal 6, which will 
appear on the Michigan ballot Nov. 6. According to ballotpedia.org, the proposal would

.require the approval of a majority of voters at a statewide election.. .before the State 
of Michigan may expend state funds or resources.”

Put simply, Proposal 6 would add an amendment to the state constitution that lim
its the state’s ability to invest in infrastructure without a two-thirds majority vote of 
the legislature. That means the ability of the state to make financial decisions efficient
ly and expand infrastructure to promote economic growth is being threatened by one 
wealthy family, whose corporate influence was unleashed by the Citizens United ruling. 
Because of that ruling, The Detroit International Bridge Co has been allowed to spend 
$4,588,552.97 dollars running false and misleading TV ads against the governor’s plan 
and for Proposal 6.

That is a lot of money to prevent a bridge, especially a bridge that, according to the 
Michigan Truth Squad, could cost Michigan nothing to build. The Truth Squad cites 
that current terms of a signed agreement with Canada “would have the Canadians pay
ing $550 million toward Michigan’s share of the construction costs,” and that Cana

"Proposals five and six have 
fundamentally conflicting goals. While 
one requires bureaucratic confirmation 

to expend funds, the other severely limits 
the ability to collect such revenue in 

the first place. These two proposals, in 
combination, share one single purpose: to 
cripple the ability of the government to do 

its job."

da “will cover the costs if tolls prove insufficient.” The only thing the U.S. government 
would pay for is a customs plaza for the new bridge. That’s it.

This isn’t the only effort to limit Michigan’s ability to govern efficiently. The Mo- 
rouns (pronounced ‘More-ons’—or at least I hope so), have pushed another constitu
tional amendment onto the ballot this November. Proposal 5, like Proposal 6, requires a 
two-thirds majority vote from the Michigan legislature, but instead of limiting the ability 
to spend revenue (even when there’s virtually no revenue spending involved), it severely 
limits the government’s ability to collect revenue in the form of basic taxes.

That might sound just fine to the individual dreading every tax season, but again, to 
limit a state government’s ability to alter fiscal policy efficiently is to limit financial flex
ibility. That lowered flexibility leads to very uncertain creditors and financial stability 
in general, much like last year’s near financial catastrophe, when House Republicans ef
fectively held the debt ceiling for political hostage. That action alone caused the Dow to 
plummet 634 points in one day, and is cited as the main reason S&P decided to down
grade the entire country’s credit rating (not because of the level of debt, but because our 
current political culture is so volatile and irrational as to allow such a phenomenon to 
occur in the first place).
__________________ Now then, let’s put those two proposals next to each other

and realize that not only do they have fundamentally conflict
ing goals, they are being proposed by the same Committee: the 
Morouns’ “The People Should Decide.” A more accurate title 
would be “The People with The Most Money Decide,” because 
that’s the kind of corporate power, influence, and complete lack 
of logic that has been perverting our entire national discussion.
As of August, the Obama Team has pulled ahead of Romney, 
with almost 10 million grassroots donations this year. My point 
is not to say the Obama camp is wrong to use such a tactic (they 
have effectively revolutionized the role of social media in cam
paigns). I am simply saying that this somewhat questionable 
tactic of nickel-and-diming supporters through e-mail would 
not be necessary without Citizens United. By illustrating the ur
gency to compete with corporate interests, they have succeeded— 
greatly in closing the funding gap. All is not lost.

--------------------------- — Are corporations made up of individual people? Yes. Do
profit-seeking corporations have the same motives and goals as 

individual people? Absolutely not. By definition, the obligation to turn a profit for stock
holders makes them amoral, or not applicable to any human idea of right and wrong. 
More often than not, corporations will weigh actions based on financial gain, not moral 
obligations or consequences. Therefore, right and wrong do not apply to making money, 
and giving the same constitutional rights of individuals to an entity that didn’t even exist 
when the Bill of Rights was written is simply bogus.

The single most important element in a successful democracy is an informed elector
ate. We have to decide whether we will continue to allow the self-fulfilling prophecy of 
anti-government ideology pollute the most basic fundamentals of fairness in our demo
cratic process. We cannot stand by while the corporate power of the ultra-wealthy cor
rupts our national discussion into an alternate reality filled with polarizing class warfare 
and partisan bickering. We, the citizens that vote these representatives in, are the only 
ones who can change it. We can still fix this mess, but only if we allow ourselves to trust 
the government that is ultimately a reflection of ourselves. If we don’t like what’s staring 
back at us, we still have the power to change it.
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Net neutrality and you
BITS OF 
NEWS

■
 JOSEPH S GRACE

Press Staff Writer

Our network: the backroom corporate 
powers determining your e-freedom

Imagine all the roads you drove on were owned 
by private companies—let's call them Road Service 
Providers (like Internet Service Providers, or ISPs). You 
would pay some sort of fee, and they in turn would 
allow you to use their road system to get to the places 
you wanted to go. Imagine the road economy and the 
businesses connected to it flourished under this system. 
As more people began using the road system, the Road 
Service Providers started to become larger and more 
important, the road system more vast and intricate. This 
drove the barrier to entry for new RSPs up, because of 
the great cost required to build roads that could have 
competed with the big RSPs. This market would naturally 
evolve to be dominated by a small group of companies 
with an oligopoly.

As time passed, America saw fewer and fewer Road 
Service Providers controlling an increasing share of the 
market. These RSPs used their vast recourses and capital 
to begin expanding horizontally. They partnered with or 
acquired various fast food restaurants and gas stations 
along the roads they owned. This allowed them to offer 
food and services to those driving along these roads.
For any business, growth is the name of the game. To 
constandy grow, you must expand; to expand, these RSPs 
could not simply become “dumb pipes,” taking you from 
one place to the other with no up-sell.

The incentives for these RSPs would now be to make 
it easier to get to the fast food joints they partner with, or 
otherwise made money from. To serve the stockholders 
they would invest time and energy to make your trip from 
home to the local McDonald’s as seamless and quick as 
possible. Consequently, fewer resources would be devoted

, to improving the other roads not connected to partnered 
businesses.

One day you wake up and realize that it takes five 
minutes to get to the McDonald’s your RSP owns, but it 
would take you over an hour to get to the independently- 
owned Panera Bread. One may think in this situation, 
“Why does it take so much longer to get to a place that’s 
the same distance from my home?”

Finally, imagine that some of these RSPs controlled 
the cars you used as well. They alone have the power to 
sell you gas, which allows them to limit how much you 
drive on their road in the name of keeping down traffic 
jams.

Internet Service Providers own the roads we take 
every day. Companies such as Comcast, Charter, AT&T, 
and Verizon connect us to the businesses, websites,

services, .and media we’d like to get to, but like the 
metaphorical Road Service Providers, the market has 
engorged them. Comcast and Time Warner don’t just 
own the pipes, they own the media too. AT&T and 
Verizon tightly control the equipment you use over 
their network. They regulate the cars used on their road, 
and tie drivers into legal contracts for this privilege 
of using them. Frequendy you buy a home in a new 
neighborhood, and one of your first tasks is to buy a 
“bundle” from the local ISP. You get the equivalent of a 
pass to the road and a gift card to McDonald’s—probably 
one for the gas stations, too. You get the Internet, along 
with their media bundle, or “cable subscription,” possibly 
landline telephone service if you’re very retro. What 
if you wish to only purchase the right to their Internet 
pipes, and consume media from places like Netflix, the 
NFL, and iTunes? You can, but you’ll be purchasing at a 
far greater cost than those who “bundle.”

At any time Comcast could decide to make it easier 
to get to the websites and content on the Internet they 
direedy make money from. (In a way, they already have; 
traffic from Comcast’s Xbox app doesn’t count against 
your monthly bandwidth cap.) Or, worse, AT&T could 
make it more difficult to use services they don’t make 
money from through their wireless network.

The wireless ISPs don’t just sell you a pass to their 
roads; they also limit how often you use them. They 
sell “buckets” of data in the name of keeping down 
congestion (or is it in the name of the almighty dollar?). 
Regardless of how reasonable it is to limit people by 
enforcing strict data caps, one would imagine that once 
they buy a car from the RSP, and sign up for enough gas, 
they should be free to go where they please, right? No... 
not so much. If you have an iPhone 4 or greater, try this: 
make a FaceTime call over the cellular network. Didn’t 
work? You’re probably on the wrong “plan.” Is that 
related to the way FaceTime calls don’t use voice minutes 
from your “plan”? Data isn’t data to these ISPs. You are 
not allowed to use your data as you wish.

The conflicts of interest and the hostile actions of 
the ISPs in America have not gone unnoticed by the tech 
community. There is a movement in government under 
the term net neutrality. Net neutrality is an ideal that the 
way the Internet has always worked—as a free and open 
system—should be the way it continues to work. That 
if a company is selling you access to “The Internet,” 
it should hold to the Internet as we know it. With that 
free and open system, every website and service gets the

same treatment. The laws that net neutrality advocates are 
attempting to pass are similar to freedom of speech laws 
in that they are regulations that ensure a base freedom 
that's currently in jeopardy, as opposed to taking a 
freedom away.

The problem is, though this fight affects anyone who’s 
ever watched a YouTube video, the public is shockingly 
ignorant to the fact that any fight is happening. People 
are willing to give up freedoms until they realize what 
the effects are. When polled on the street, a surprising 
majority say it is the ISPs’ right to control your access to 
the Internet however they please—that “their” network 
is their business, more or less. This is the opposing stance 
to net neutrality, charmingly dubbed “net freedom” 
by its advocates. The problem is, in this market; the 
“freedom” is a freedom to take away the freedom of the 
customers- -the people living large parts of their lives on 
this great network that’s been built on principles of open 
and fair access.

This issue shouldn’t fall victim to being split along 
party lines. One would hope republicans and democrats 
alike would see that protecting the freedom of the 
average citizen is in everyone’s interest. Unfortunately, 
recent events have proven otherwise. As a general rule, 
Republicans tend to be wary of government regulations. 
Many conservative experts, however, realize that this 
particular regulation is a necessary evil, like the first 
amendment is necessary to ensure freedom of the press. 
But laymen in the Republican Party have regrettably 
chosen to stick to their rule of thumb that no regulation 
is useful or needed. The GOP has stated (via "The 
Verge") that it will prevent “...regulation from interfering 
with new and disruptive technologies such as mobile 
delivery of voice video data as they become crucial 
components of the Internet ecosystem." The Democratic 
party has not taken a side as of yet, leaving the task of 
protecting the Internet to those who know enough to 
care.

The fact is today’s ISPs are hungry—hungry not only 
for greater chunks from your wallet. They’re hungry for 
power. They’re telling anyone who will listen that they 
no longer wish to be a “dumb pipe” for you to drive 
on. They would also like to control where you go. The 
question: will the American people let them?

Visit www.savetheinternet.com/net-neutrality-101 to 
learn more about net neutrality.

The pathway to your future begins at Grand Valley in Traverse City!
4

Wherever you’ve been, wherever you’re going, Grand Valley State University in Traverse City will help get you where you want to be.
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College ‘shopping sheet’ aims to make 
comparing costs easier
I RENEE SCHOOF

MCT McClatchyNewspapers
WASHINGTON _ When excited students tear into 
college acceptance packets next spring, many will find 
something new inside: information that tries to make it 
easier to understand the costs.

The federal government and more than 300 colleges 
and universities want to make sure students “know before 
they owe” what could be bills for thousands of dollars 
awaiting them down the road.

That’s what Richard Cordray, the director of the 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, said this summer 
when his office introduced its college costs “shopping 
sheet.”

“Students need to know how much their loans are 
ultimately going to cost, when all the interest and fees and 
other costs are factored into the equation,” he said.

The push by Cordray’s agency and the Department of 
Education for clearer college-cost information comes as 
tuition and student debt have been rising and household 
income has been falling. With 7,000 schools across the 
country using different forms to show costs, scholarships 
and loans, it can be hard to compare.

It’s also all too easy for many high-school students to 
glide over what loan repayments could mean later. The 
default rate might be evidence of that. In the past three 
years, it’s climbed to 13.4 percent.

Student loans are in default when a borrower with 
a monthly payment is delinquent for 270 days. The 
consequences are serious, and can include garnisheed 
wages, collection agency costs and many years of a bad 
credit rating.

“Too often, students are left without a clear explanation 
of what the costs mean or how they compare to other 
colleges they are considering, and as a result, many 
students leave college with debt that they didn’t fully 
understand at the time they entered school,” Education 
Secretary Arne Duncan said last week in a blog post.

Duncan wrote to all the nation’s college and university

presidents in July, asking them to use the college shopping 
sheet. Two months later, 316 schools representing 10 
percent of the nation’s undergraduates agreed to do so.

They include the University of North Carolina-Chapel 
Hill, the University of Texas system and the University of 
Phoenix online schools.

Lynda George, the director of student financial aid 
at the University of Kentucky, said clearer information 
would be better for students and families, and better 
public relations for the university.

“We hope that the more they are aware of what they’re 
borrowing, they’ll think about how to pay it back later,” 
she said. “But I don’t know that telling them upfront is 
going to impact whether or not they default in the end.”

The form’s “know before you owe” benefits are 
limited. It doesn’t give a customized estimate. Instead, it 
shows median borrowing _ how much a typical student at 
the school borrows for an undergraduate education and 
the approximate monthly payments over 10 years.

Students generally don’t pay back loans while they’re 
in school, but start six months after graduating or after 
they cut back credits to less than half time. The size 
of repayments depends on the amount the studefit has 
borrowed and interest rates.

The form has a link to a government website about 
repayment plans, where students can find a calculator 
to get an estimate of monthly payments. The form 
also shows tuition and all other college costs, and any 
scholarships a student receives. The remaining net cost is 
what a student must pay with savings, work or loans.

The percentage of students at that particular school 
who graduate in six years and the percentage of loan 
borrowers there who default will be included^

Schools can choose to use the shopping sheet or not, 
except in the cases of veterans and members of the 
armed services who are seeking admission. President 
Barack Obama signed an executive order last spring that

Growth of student loan debt
About one in five U.S. households owe student debt, almost 
double what it was 21 years ago. How the problem has grown

1989 ■ 2010 

Total households
Percent with outstanding 
student debt

9
■■■■■■■■■■■ 16

Amount of debt
Average outstanding for 
households with student debt

$9,634
■■■■■■■■■■■■ 26,682

By age group
Percent with student debt 
by age of household head 

Younger than 35

By income group
Poorest affected most; student 
debt as share of household 
income

Lowest fifth Less than $21.044
T 24

Second fifth $21,044-36.723
■■■■10
Third fifth $36,723-59.623

■^■Mi12
Fourth fifth $59,623-97.585
■Hi 7
80-89.9% $97,586-146,791
HM7
Top 10% $146,791 or more

©2012 MCT
Source: Pew Research Center Graphic: Judy Treible

included provisions requiring schools to make the form 
available to them.

Lauren Asher, the president of The Institute for 
College Access and Success, a nonprofit group that 
advocates for more affordable college education, said 
the shopping sheet was an important step toward clearer 
information about the net price of college.

“It’s a way to allow for an apples-to-apples comparison 
for financial aid offers, which can be difficult because 
schools are not currendy required to provide all this 
information,” she said.

The Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, despite its beautiful surroundings, 
is one of the poorest reservations in the nation.

Rootstand and 
NMC student Paul 
Leon held a benefit 
concert Sept. 26 for 
the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation in South 
Dakota to promote 
awareness of the bleak 
living conditions on 
the reservation, which 
has no casinos or 
other major sources 
of income. Funds go 
to Elders of the tribe 
who need, help paying 
for fuel to heat their 
homes.

If you would like 
to reach Paul about 
donations or to learn 
more about the Pine 
Ridge Reservation, you 
can contact him by 
phone at 231-218-2188.



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

International student profile: Obad Yousef

I KATERINA CHEKHOVSKIY
Press Staff Writer

Unbeknownst to many, NMC has quite 
a diverse, international student population. 
International students are a great benefit 
to our college. They provide much cultural 
awareness and understanding, especially at 
times when foreign affairs are complicated, 
and many people are subject to prejudice 
and ethnic discrimination. International 
students also lend an insight into a 
different way of life, an opportunity for 
students to accept variance in religious 
beliefs, cultural values and political 
systems.

Abdulrahman Yousef, who goes by 
“Obad,” is from Yemen. He is fluent in 
both Arabic and English which he began 
actively studying four years ago. English is 
included in the primary school curriculum 
in Yemen, but Obad says their studies are 
very basic. He came to the United States 
two years ago, as an exchange student at 
Leland High School. Currendy, he is a 
first year student, interested in pursuing 
psychiatry, and planning on transferring to 
the University of Michigan after two years 
at NMC.

Getting to the U.S. though, was 
quite the struggle for Obad. He was 
motivated to come to the United States 
as an international student after two of 
his uncles came to the U.S. as part of 
the Y.E.S. (Youth Exchange and Study) 
program. Four years ago, Obad applied to 
be an exchange student through the same 
organization, but was rejected, because his

English did not meet the standards of the 
program.

Obad’s uncles had attended 
distinguished English schools in Yemen, 
and had much more English fluency, so 
Obad dedicated himself to consolidating 
his English language skills. He spent 
the following year rigorously studying 
at private English institutes and getting 
help from others. The subsequent year, 
Obad reapplied, and was accepted into 
the exchange program, \gain, a conflict 
occurred, and a week before the scheduled 
flight, his exchange program was cancelled. 
Finally, the next year, Obad made it to the 
States.

I asked Obad why he wanted to come 
to the United States, and he shared with 
me that besides the motivation from his 
uncles, he wanted to experience change. 
Change in the lifestyle, educational 
experiences, and people. Principally, Obad 
wanted to experience the different culture. 
An aspect of American culture he enjoys 
is sports, such as running and basketball, 
and snow sports. Obad also greatly enjoys 
American holidays and celebrations, 
especially Christmas, Halloween and 
Thanksgiving.

As one can imagine, the United 
States considerably differs from Yemen, 
especially culturally. Obad considers 
freedom a particular distinction. Although 
Yemen is a democratic republic, religious 
liberties and the freedom of speech

are limited. Women also have a more 
traditional role, but they have equal civil 
rights, such as education, and the privilege 
of voting. Additionally, there are greater 
opportunities for education in the United 
States than in Yemen, mostly because of 
acceptance rates and financial difficulties. 
When asked what he misses most about 
Yemeni culture, Obad responded that he 
admires the unity of the Yemeni people in 
prayer, meals and when problems arise. He 
also misses the simpler life, where people 
worry only about the day they are living in, 
and can partake in basic activities, such as 
bargaining.

Obad is a wonderful depiction of 
NMC’s diversity. Every student has his or 
her own story, struggle and goal. People 
work hard to achieve success, no matter 
what social, religious, or racial background 
they hail from. International students face 
an even greater barrier: lingually, culturally 
and emotionally. They leave everything 
they know to pursue a dream, and that 
serves as profound inspiration, especially 
for those of us who are living in our 
hometown. International students have 
much to teach us, especially in regards of 
how blessed we are with the educational 
opportunity all of us have. Perhaps 
we can take advantage of the diversity 
NMC’s international student population 
offers, and come closer to becoming 
a more understanding and culturally 
aware community.

ERITREA

D.IIBUUT:
i HHOPIA

Political Focus: YEMEN
Location: located on the 

southwestern region of the Arabian 
Peninsula, bordering Oman to the 
East, and Saudi Arabia to the North, 
(insert map)

Population: 24,771,809 people
Official language: Arabic
Official religion: Islam
Government: Republic, became 

Republic of Yemen on May 22, 1990
Legal System: mixed system of 

Islamic law, English law, and cultural 
customs

Executive Branch: President, 
elected by popular vote, each term last 
seven years; Prime minister, appointed 
by president

Legislative Branch: Bicameral 
System consisting of the Shura 
Council, 111 delegates appointed 
by the president, and the House of 
Representatives, 301 delegates, elected 
by people to serve six year terms

Judicial Branch: Supreme Court
Political Parties: main party 

holding power: General Peoples 
Congress; other parties exist, but 
do not have a real chance of gaining 
power

*
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Unemployment rate drops to 7.8 percent in September
■
 DON LEE

Tribune Washington Bureau (MCT)
WASHINGTON—The nation's unemployment rate fell below 8 percent in 

September for the first time in 3 years, giving President Barack Obama a boost in the 
wake of his sluggish debate performance and suggesting the economy may be a bit 
stronger going into the final months of the year than previously thought.

Overall, employers added 114,000 net new jobs over the month, a relatively modest 
figure but in line with what analysts had expected. Job growth for July and August 
was revised considerably higher than previously reported, to 181,000 and 142,000 
respectively, the Labor Department said Friday.

Far more surprising was the unusually large decline in the jobless rate, from 8.1 
percent in August to 7.8 percent last month. All year, the unemployment figure had 
hovered between 8.1 percent and 8.3 percent. The September rate is the lowest since 
January 2009, when Obama was inaugurated as president.

At this stage of the election season, any new economic report is unlikely to have 
much effect on voters' decisions. The latest report, which was more complicated than 
most, was met with skepticism, even aspersion, from some corners. Former General 
Electric chief Jack Welch accused the Obama administration of manipulating the jobless 
rate.

While economists took the steep drop in unemployment with a grain of salt, they 
generally agreed that the report overall was evidence of an improving, albeit still tepid, 
economic recovery.

Significantly, the unemployment rate for September didn't fall because more 
people dropped out of the labor force, as in previous months. The average hours worked 
last month rose, as did workers' hourly earnings. And the share of the working-age 
population with jobs—considered an important measure of labor-market health—reached 
the highest rate in more than two years.

"Absolutely, it's positive," said Paul Ashworth, an economist at Capital 
Economics. "There's nothing to dislike about it."

Stock investors reacted cautiously to the employment news. The White 
Housecheered Friday's report, coming just two days after Obama's first debate with 
Republican challenger Mitt Romney.

"Given the dearth of positive news, it's still a welcomed report," said Harry 
Holzer, a professor of public policy at Georgetown University. For Obama, he added, 
"the timing of this may cut short any strong movement to Romney because of the bad 
debate."

The jobs report, the next-to-last one before the Nov. 6 election, takes away one of 
Romney's talking points—that, under Obama's watch, the economy has struggled with 
more than 8 percent unemployment for 40-plus consecutive months.

In a statement Friday, Romney shifted his focus to the net loss of 
manufacturing jobs from 3 years ago. And he said the overall unemployment

Think You Might Be Pregnant?
You Can Know For Sure!

Pregnancy 
Care Center

Pregnancy Tests & Confirmation 
Information on Abortion fir Pregnancy

All Sendees Free & Confidential

CONTACT US:
121 S. Garfield Ste C, Traverse City
231-929-3488
www.know4sure.org

rate would be closer to 11 percent were 
not for the many workers who have dropped out of 
the labor force. Depending on assumptions made in 
the size of the potential labor force, analysts said the 
real jobless rate could be between 9.5 percent and 11 
percent.

As for manufacturing, after a strong comeback in 
the prior two years, hiring at factories has fizzled this 
year amid weaker global growth and a slowdown in 
business investments by American companies.

Labor Department officials defended 
the integrity of the jobs report, noting that 
unemployment rates have fallen by such large 
magnitudes in the past. Part of the explanation for 
what happened in September, they said, was that 
their survey of households—which is the basis for 
the jobless rate calculation—determined that 873,000 
more people were working last month. That's almost 
eight times more than what the survey of employers 
showed in new jobs.

Over time, the two surveys track each other; in fact, averaging the last three 
months, the job numbers from the two surveys are not that far apart. But the smaller 
household survey can be much more volatile from month to month, even as it does a 
better job capturing hiring at new companies and the self-employed.

Despite the apparent discrepancy, economists said the jobs report suggested that the 
economy had bounced back from the spring doldrums with more pep than previously 
thought. With the upward revisions for the summer, the nation added on average 
146,000 jobs a month in the third quarter. That compares with 67,000 a month in the 
second quarter.

The revised job numbers also may help explain the disconnect over the 
summer when consumer confidence steadily improved while reports did not show a 
corresponding gain in jobs.

Still, analysts remained cautious about the economic outlook, saying one month's 
report doesn't change the trend of a recovery that has been largely bumpy and sluggish. 
Job growth depends on economic performance, and the most recent indicators show 
some improving trends, notably in housing, but still weak overall growth.

If the housing market continues to gain strength, it probably would give a boost 
to consumer spending and hiring. Housing sales and new-home building have picked 
up recently, and refinancing activity has surged in the last couple of weeks in the wake 
of the Federal Reserve's new bond-buying stimulus program to drive down long-term

interest rates.

In September, the real estate finance sector added 7,100 jobs, the most 
in more than a year. Wood manufacturers, building-supply retailers and 
architectural services—industries with close links to housing—also increased 
payrolls last month.

Health care led all sectors in job creation last month, adding 44,000 
to its payrolls. Transportation and wholesale businesses added 17,000, and 
employment in financial services, including real estate, grew by 13,000.

Manufacturing shed 16,000 jobs last month, underscoring the decline 
in global trade, difficulties in Europe and a slowdown in China. The other 
head wind for the economy is the uncertainty over fiscal spending and tax 
increases next year.

Heidi Shierholz, a labor economist at the Economic Policy Institute, 
said she was heartened by the big drop in the jobless rate.

"It gives us hope that there's going to be a somewhat faster decline in 
the unemployment rate than we had previously expected," she said.

Jobless
rate
Percent of 
civilian labor 
force that 
is unemployed, 
by month, 
seasonally 
adjusted:
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Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
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"The American President" and "The Candidate"

........ ...... .............................................Iiiiigjaiiiiiiiiiiiiw.fc .̂..... ................................................................

■ KAYLA BELL
Press Staff Writer

This month, the State Theater’s matinee 
classics go on the campaign trail, presenting films 
set in the world of major league American politics. 
Included in its diverse programming are searing 
dramas like “Primary Colors” (1998) and seldom- 
screened gems such as the Roosevelt biopic 
“Sunrise at Campobello” (1960). But the timeliest 
offerings are surely “The Candidate” (1972) and 
“The American President” (1995), each addressing 
the prescient issue of liberal politicians’ unending 
struggle for popular appeal in a nation terrified of 
change.

While both tales revolve around the often 
inhuman inner-workings of the electoral process, 
they couldn't be more tonally opposed. The 
Candidate is a thoroughly cynical story of one 
politician’s son’s fixed rise to prominence. Lead 
actor Robert Redford tackles the role with all 
the post-hippie fervor that characterized what 
was then a Hollywood counterculture. For all 
its contrarian staunchness, though, the film has 
palpable heart throughout, in hindsight more 
evocative of Capra’s patriotic yarns than the 
radical cinema of its era.

The American President is the exact inverse: 
it wears its heart on its sleeve, yet at its core is as

wry as the most savage of Sturges’ satires. Boldly 
turning the President—played with irresistible 
charm by Michael Douglas—into a hopeless 
romantic, director Rob Reiner and writer Aaron 
Sorkin manage an impeccable balancing act 
between sociopolitical indictment and smarmy 
entertainment.

So before you get in the voting booth this 
November, check out this pair of political 
parables, for they just might lift the fog from that 
presidential silhouette.

The American President plays on Oct. 24 at 11 
a.m.

The Candidate plays on Oct 31 at 11 a.m.

Admission is 25 cents.
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fs a songbird rentfwcen# df Palsy Qne and Envnylau Harris Seth has drawn comparisons to 
Woody Guthrie and N»j( Young as a magnetic communicator of ideas and a shape shifting 
folk rocker They harmonize their voices and instruments beautifuly. believing music can 
bring people together and proving so at every performance, sethandmcry.com

la the bands eclectic style, but they remain comtelted fa tasteful, donce-warihy rhythms. 
A truly anginal farm of high energy &iectrlcdi/ftk-lQ2zdi/£lQn coming out of Michigan.

g Influences from aS genres of music. The Hand in the Ocean s 'folk' (abet adheres 
to the instruments they play rather than the sound they produce. A mixture of 

crisp harmonies, racing bonfa. and dynamic guitar mokes for a barrage of different 
sounds, bom dissonant and brisk to memorable and melodic. The Hand in the Ocean
foregoes the typical«
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I MATHIEU ST. CHARLES
Press Staff Writer

Despite the fact that it’s 
been around since 2001, Zone 
of the Enders (also known as 
Z.O.E.) continues to be a cult 
favorite. Z.O.E. is a fast-paced 
mecha game, which means the 
combat is fast and dodging will 
be your best friend. The game 
starts out on a space colony on 
Jupiter. In traditional mecha- 
game fashion, the main char
acter, Leo Stenbuck, stumbles 
upon a giant robot, “Jehuty,” 
while his home is under attack. 
This robot—called an “orbital 
frame”—contains an AI (Artifi
cial Intelligence) named ADA. 
The dialogue between Leo and 
ADA is quite interesting, and 
the two often argue to intrigu
ing effect. For example, at one 
point ADA insists that Leo fin
ish off one of the enemy bosses, 
but Leo refuses because he sees 
no reason to do so.

Having played many mecha 
games in the past I found the 
controls to be good; they are 
simple enough to learn even 
if you don’t have experience 
with this type of game. Since 
the orbital frame moves in 
a three dimensional space, 
the controls are mapped 
accordingly, and skillfully 
so. The ascend and descend 
buttons feel a little awkward 
since you have to switch from 
attack controls to use them. 
Attacking in this game is varied 
yet simple because if you get 
close enough, your character 
automatically switches from its 
default weapon—a pulse rifle— 
to melee attacks with a beam 
sword. Shooting while boosting 
activates a third, special attack; 
it’s powerful and fun to use, but 
it would be nice to keep moving 
while using it. The same goes for

melee, except the boost melee 
attack pushes away the enemy, 
which is useful when he is trying 
to melee you. Other weapons 
can also be obtained as the game 
progresses. All battles take place 
in 3D arenas, and each stage has 
several small skirmishes for the 
player to engage in. The stages 
are set on a bigger map that 
you fly to after you get the right 
part for your orbital frame (one 
which allows for such travel).

This game has good graph
ics, despite being about 11 years 
old. The levels themselves look 
impressive and the scenery and 
background don’t really pale in 
comparison to today’s technol
ogy. Mecha designs are unique 
and have a slightly Egyptian 
look, adding to the game’s al
ready otherworldly atmosphere. 
The graphics do a good job of 
hiding the game’s other flaws. 
★ ★ ★ ★ ☆
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PRIDE provides safe haven for students
I GRETCHEN HARNACK

Press staff writer

NMC’s PRIDE organization has two goals. The first 
is to educate people about their club. The second is 
to make people feel welcomed when they come to the 
NMC campus. PRIDE—People Respecting Individuality, 
Diversity, and Equality—tries to motivate students to 
stand up for their rights. Its mission is "to get students 
involved politically, socially, and to gain personal and 
professional development."

NMC Pride is also an organization striving to create 
a safer environment for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual or 
Transgender (LGBT) students.

Dominique Canning is the president of the group.
She wants people to know that meeting times are safe 
times for students not entirely comfortable being around 
other campus groups.

To stress her point, Canning explained the LGBT- 
Friendly Campus Climate Index. The national assessment 
tool is used to measure campuses along eight factors for 
inclusive policies, programs and practices. The scale lists 
schools on an index of one to five with five being the 
friendliest. According to the index, NMC scores a one.

So far Canning and her group have implemented 
a few safe zone locations on campus. For instance,
Health Services'is designated as a safe space for PRIDE

members to go to.
“Health Services is a place for us to go and if we 

bring up our personal life, we won’t be attacked,” 
Canning said.

Another safe
zone is the Writing Center.
Students seeking help with 
writing assignments should 
feel safe there, Canning 
said.

“It’s when
someone is writing about 
relationships or lifestyles, 
they shouldn’t feel under 
attack for their views,” she 
said.

( anning, along 
with Stephen Krygier, vice 
president of the group, 
attended Camp PRIDE 
last summer. Canning said the camp stressed leadership 
abilities and how to become a student activist. It also 
allowed her to be immersed in a completely LGBT- 
supported environment.

NMCPRIDE

“They taught us how to write agendas and how 
to lead meetings,” she said. “It was great to be around 
people and not worry about anything.”

Upcoming club events include National
Coming Out Day on Oct. 11 (today). 
PRIDE members will have a table set 
up in the Health and Science building. 
Members will hand out T-shirts, stickers 
and flags.

Pride meetings offer helpful 
information, group discussions, and 
support. The group meets Tuesdays,
1:30 to 2:30 p.m., and Fridays, 6 to 7 
p.m. in the West Hall conference room. 
Meetings are open.

“We want our members to feel 
welcomed and be themselves,” Canning 
said.

However, homophobic, bi-phobic, 
racist or sexist attitudes are not

For more information contact PRIDE at nmcpride@ 
yahoo.com.

welcomed.

NMC Magazine looking for submissions
I NICOLE WILDMAN

Press staff writer

I'he NMC Magazine is looking for submissions for their 2012 Fall issue. Nathaniel Kirkland says:

NMC Magazine is making a Time Capsule!
Create something that should go in it—
itories, essays, poetry, articles, bits and pieces
jf memories you have of “our times,”
Dr look ahead to when this time capsule will be opened—
Of'hat will our college be like then?
Think of your memory as a time capsule—what do you want
:o remember about these times, knowing how rapidly times change?
Look for posters and the NMC Magazine website for submission details.
Deadline: November 9. Don’t wait. Time moves silently but swiftly.

Halloween Fest at NMC
I MATHIEU ST. CHARLES

Press staff writer

Student Life and East Hall Council are putting on a Halloween 
fest for the student body This is a free party and there will be fun 
activities to do. Since this is a Halloween event, everything will be 
spooky, and being in costume is recommended but not required. 
Many student groups will be involved with the event—the Native 
American Student Association, the Muster Project, Art Club and 
PRIDE just to name a few. If you wear a costume, you are eligible 
win “awesome prizes,” said Emily Magner, one of the advisers for 
the Student Government Association. The prizes include a $200 
gas card for first place, a S100 card for second prize and a $50 card 
for third place. This event will take place in the Health and Science 
building, and will be bathed in blacklights—wear light colors and

bnng glow sticks for the best effect—with an up-and-coming DJ 
providing music. Also, there will be the photo booth from Pine 
Palooza for spooky photo-shoots in costume. This Halloween 
party will be a great place to meet people and get to know more 
of the student body. There will also be Residence Life staff from 
other colleges who will be visiting for a conference, Which will 
discuss programming in the dorms. The staff will be coming from 
12 different colleges in Michigan from MORHA (the Michigan 
Organization of Residence Hall Associations). This event will take 
place October 19 from 9 p.m. to 12 a.m. at Health and Science 
Room 101.

HALLOWEEN
FEST

FRIDAY. OCTOBER 19
FREE 9PM 12 AM
EVENT iN THE WELCOME CENTER j

LIVE DJ fa
PHOTOBOO
COSTUME' 
CONTEST

. 8I.ACKUCMT A
!party i
>OTH |
.«»«««*.»<— jf

. ' a?

8 - i



 
 

DENNOS MUSEUM

DENNOS
MUSEUM
EXHIBITIONS i i»7 fit

Photos taken by 
Press Staff Photographer 
Christine Brown

s

Tit

1:

☆ /< October 11,2012
M WHITE PINE PRESS

a e«

-

1

, fey1


	2012-10-11-page-1
	2012-10-11-page-2
	2012-10-11-page-3
	2012-10-11-page-4
	2012-10-11-page-5
	2012-10-11-page-6
	2012-10-11-page-7
	2012-10-11-page-8
	2012-10-11-page-9
	2012-10-11-page-10
	2012-10-11-page-11
	2012-10-11-page-12
	2012-10-11-page-13
	2012-10-11-page-14
	2012-10-11-page-15
	2012-10-11-page-16
	2012-10-11-page-17
	2012-10-11-page-18
	2012-10-11-page-19
	2012-10-11-page-20

