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Internet control threatens Iran
I NICK WALSH

Press Staff Writer

Iran is increasingly turning to 
tighter cybersecurity rules since the 
Stuxnet computer worm attacked 
its nuclear program a couple years 
ago. Iran, long suspected by Western 
powers of using their nuclear 
program to develop weapons, 
accused the United States and 
Israel of deploying the worm. Iran’s 
Communication and Technology 
Minister, Reza Taqipour, advocated 
in recent months that Iran needed to 
develop its own network to ensure 
the protection of the country’s 
information. This has lead to 
accusations from news organizations 
such as Ars Technica that the 
government is using cybersecurity as 
an excuse to restrict human rights.

In his latest report, Armed 
Shaheed, U.N. special reporter on 
human rights in Iran, expressed 
concern about government activities 
that restrict Iranians’ freedom of 
expression and information. He 
states that authorities have targeted

Oatmeal supports Tesla
I NICOLE WILSON

Managing Editor

Nikola Tesla has been 
known as the father and 
founder of many things. 
His resume includes the 
creation of alternating 
current (AC) that we use 
in our house everyday, 
various important 
components for the 
creation of the radio and 
remote control, along 
with over 100 other 
patents.

Despite Tesla’s 
achievements and 
contributions to 
mankind, there is no 
museum in the United 
States to display and 
educate others on his 
accomplishments. 
Matthew Inman is the 
literary mastermind 
behind the popular

webcomic series and 
website named “The 
Oatmeal.” This saga 
started months ago when 
Inman published a comic 
about Nikola Teslas life 
titled “Why Nikola Tesla 
was the greatest geek who 
ever lived”

This comic’s page 
views took off like a 
rocket, and quickly 
became one of the 
most popular comics 
on The Oatmeal’s 
website. Through the 
feedback (or simply the 
research) for this comic, 
Inman learned that the 
land, laboratory, and 
foundation underneath 
Wardenclyffe—Teslas lab 
in New York City that he 
built to provide wireless

THE SCIENCE OF COOKING
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websites they see as encouraging 
terrorism, spying, and economic 
and social crimes, as well as those 
containing pornographic content 
and unrecognized religions, or 
insults to Islam or government. In 
response to these reports, Tehran 
said its computer polices do not 
relate to human rights, and that 
as a country repeatedly targeted 
by highly complex cyber-attacks, 
they have every right and reason to 
reinforce their cyber space security. 
Shaheed’s reports goes on to detail 
how human rights activists in Iran 
face threat, mock hangings, beatings 
with batons, and even rape. He 
also reports that minority religions 
continue to face persecution. The 
Islamic republic claims Shaheed’s 
overall report was biased and fails 
to reflect the actual situation of 
human rights. So far, Tehran has 
not allowed Shaheed access to the 
country.

electricity to the entire 
earth—was for sale.

The lab itself was once 
an experiment by Tesla to 
create free wireless energy 
for the entire world, 
but when investors 
found that the products 
produced by the tower 
were not for profit, the 
funding for the building 
was withdrawn. Part of 
the tower intended to 
provide wireless energy 
was destroyed and a 
paper manufacturer 
moved into the building. 
Recently, the property 
has been put up for sale 
and is currently listed for 
$1.6 million. Funding 
for the contents of the 
museum itself has yet to 
be clarified.

Se-c "TESLA" on page b

We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may

Delegates from China (from left to right): Wangyun Li, Aimin Zhang, YunXia 
Li, Nianyou Chen, Liu Wei, and Guoji Liu

Chinese delegates visit NMC
Intercultural exchange of education methods

I NICOLE WILSON
Managing Editor

This week, NMC welcomed a 
delegation of college presidents and vice 
presidents from China. The delegation is 
here through the Vocational Education 
Leadership Training Program, or VELT, 
a program designed by Yuan Guiren, 
China’s Minister of Education, in which 
educators travel to the U.S., Germany, 
and Australia in hopes of learning from 
their successes in technical education 
programs. From Oct. 28 through 
Nov. 10, the delegates will be touring 
NMC’s campuses, attending training 
presentations in various programs such as 
the nursing, business administration, and 
water studies programs (among many 
others).

So far, the delegates say, their 
experience has been “wonderful.” 
Nianyou Chen, the group’s leader, said 
(via delegate Liu Wei, who acted as 
interpreter), “What we’ve experienced 
here is very impressive; everything is very 
excellent for us.” The group remarked 
on the positive attitudes of NMC’s

MUSIC. YOU DON’T PLUG IN
P8

employees toward their jobs, as well 
as toward students and the delegates 
themselves. One delegate, Guoji Liu, 
said (via Wei) that the staff had been 
“enthusiastic, kind-hearted, generous, 
trying to show us the best things.”
He said that “although sometimes the 
questions we raise may be confusing, 
they do not hesitate to try to help us.”

Guoji Liu also said he was “focused on 
whether the learning and living facilities 
are designed on a student-centered 
concept.” He found that they were. 
“That’s what we have to learn from you 
here,” he said.

When asked what they felt was most 
memorable about their experiences so 
far, the delegates agreed that everything 
had been memorable, but nothing was so 
memorable as the Sleeping Bear Dunes, 
which they visited on a sight-seeing trip. 
Liu Wei liked the buildings on campus, 
citing the Fine Arts building as her 
favorite.

A TRUE PAGE TURNER
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Sharp confesses 'material doubt' about its survival
■TIFFANY HSU
(|LA Times Writer

Sharp Corp., once a titan 
among Japanese electronics 
manufacturers, now isn’t sure 
it will be able to crawl out of 
a financial pit made deeper 
by ruthless competition arid 
relentless losses.

Reporting yet another 
round of dismal earnings, the 
maker of LCD televisions 
and other products expressed 
“material doubt” about its 
future due to its difficult 
business circumstances.

The Tokyo company nearly 
doubled its original forecast 
for full-year losses, saying

it now expects to lose 450 
billion yen, or $5.6 billion, 
instead of the 250 billion yen 
it had predicted earlier. In its 
last fiscal year, which ended 
March 31, Sharp lost 376 
billion yen ($4.7 billion).

In the first half of the year, 
which ended Sept. 30, Snarp 
said it has already lost 387.6 
billion yen ($4.8 billion), 
compared to a 39.8 billion 
yen loss ($496 million) 
during the same period a year 
earlier. The company’s revenue 
plunged 16 percent to 1.1 
trillion yen ($13.7 billion).

• See "SHARP" on page 3

NORTHWESTERN MICHIGAN COLLEGE

WHITE PINE PRESS
EOIFQRtNCNiO Michael Robertson

managing eottor Nicole Wildman

COPY EDITORS Dempsey Persinger
Britne McKay
Emaly Panek

STAFF WWTIRS Kayla Bell
Gretchen Harnack
Joseph S. Grace
Andrew Reed
David Root
Mathieu St. Charles
Nicholas Walsh
Stephanie Hutchinson
Katya Chekhovskiy
Dominique Valentage
Paul Bahle

STAFF 5WWMWSS Christine Brown
Shelby Osborne
Sean Patterson
Stephanie Baklarz
Nicole Harrington

FffOOUCTlON MANAGER Christopher La Pierre

AovemsMG g wssnsbss manager Zackary Cavanaugh

DCS THMUTTON MANAGER Zach Duell

FACULTY ADVISER Heather Durocher

l/Vh/fe Pine Press NEWSROOM 231.995.1173
welcomes comments, DISTRIBUTION 231.995.1322
suggestions, ideas for ADVERTISING 231.995.1349
news stories and FAX 231.995.2110
calendar items. EMAIL whitepinepress@gmail.com

Printed by Morning Star Publishing and distributed free.
Printed on 1OO% recycled paper

Annual Mariners 
Memorial Service Nov. 9

The 37th annual 
Mariners Memorial Service 
will take place at 12 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 9 in the 
courtyard of the Great 
Lakes Maritime Academy 
to honor and remember 
mariners who have been 
lost on the Great Lakes. 
The memorial service also 
marks the 37th anniversary 
of the sinking of the 
SS Edmund Fitzgerald, 
which went down in heavy 
storms on Lake Superior 
Nov. 10, 1975- The Great 
Lakes Maritime Academy 
is located at NMC’s Great 
Lakes Campus, 715 E. 
Front St. The service is 
open to the public, and 
those attending should 
enter through the glass 
exhibition hall and go into 
the outdoor courtyard 
on the harbor side of the 
Academy. Following the 
ceremony, refreshments 
will be served. For more 
information contact John 
Berck at jberck@nmc.edu 
or call 231-995-1200. The 
service is sponsored by the 
Student Propeller Club, 
Port 150, of the Great 
Lakes Maritime Academy.

NMC’s PR Dept. 
wants photos

Would-be
photographers can submit 
random [is this necessary?] 
photos of NMC campus 
life and activities to be 
considered for publication 
in NMC’s staff newsletter, 
the Intercom and in 
Student News. The Public 
Relations and Marketing 
Departments are looking 
for photo submissions and 
captions for possible use in 
a newly-launched online 
photo gallery called NMC 
in Photos. Accepted images 
will be posted at nmc.edu/ 
photos. Submission forms, 
disclaimers and additional 
information can be found 
at nmc.edu/resources/nmc- 
in-photos/submit-photos.

Food drive benefits 
Goodwill Inn and

Pete’s Place
A food drive benefitting 

Traverse City’s Goodwill 
Inn is set for 9 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Friday, Nov. 9 at 
Oleson’s Plaza East, 1100 
E. Hammond Rd. The 
Goodwill Inn’s pantries 
are very low and its staff 
needs help replenishing 
supplies for the coming 
winter months. In the past 
year more than 7,000 food 
baskets were given to needy 
individuals and families. 
Goodwill Inn also provides 
basic essential needs and 
emergency housing to 
men, women and families 
who find themselves 
homeless in the area. Pete’s 
Place is the only shelter in 
lower Northern Michigan 
for youths ages 14 to 17 
who are on the streets with 
no safe place to seek shelter 
or help. Both are located 
at 2943 Keystone Rd. For 
more information call 231
995-7737.

Children’s hook 
publishing workshop 
at library

Writers interested in 
having a children’s book 
published are invited 
to attend a workshop, 
Children’s Book Publishing 
101, from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Friday, Nov. 9 at 
the Traverse Area District 
Library. Professionals will 
be available to discuss 
aspects of independent 
book publishing 
encompassing market 
identification, design and 
marketing. The event is 
free. Call Amy Shamroe 
at 800-644-0133, ext.
1000 for reservations or 
email her at ashamroe@ 
bookpublishing.com.

Opera House hosts 
children’s book festival

The Traverse City 
Children’s Book Festival 
runs from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturday Nov. 10 at 
the Traverse City Opera 
House, 106 East Front 
St. Admission is free. The 
event features a sampling 
of books for all ages from

many Michigan publishers. 
Kid-friendly activities will 
be provided by several 
non-profit organizations. 
Funds raised will go to 
the Grand Traverse Area 
Literacy Council and Read 
Aloud.org

InsideOut Gallery 
hosts folk singer

The InsideOut Gallery 
presents American folk 
musician John Gorka from 
7 to 9 p.m. Sunday, Nov.
11 at 229 Garland St. 
Gorka was described by 
Rolling Stone magazine 
as a “preeminent male 
singer-songwriter of what 
has been dubbed the 
New Folk Movement.” 
Tickets are $20 advance 
at Oryana Natural Food 
Market, InsideOut Gallery 
or mynorthtickets.com. 
Tickets may be purchased 
at the door for $25. Call 
231-929-3254 for more 
information.

International 
Affairs Forum features 
Traverse City native

This month’s 
International Affairs 
Forum will feature Dr. 
Terrie E. Taylor, a Traverse . 
City native. She will 
present “One Michigander 
Making a World of 
Difference in Southern 
Africa” at 6 p.m. Thursday, 
Nov. 15 at NMC’s 
Milliken Auditorium. A 
reception in the Sculpture 
Court precedes the forum 
at 5:15 p.m. A professor 
of internal medicine at 
Michigan State University’s 
College of Osteopathic 
Medicine, Dr. Taylor is 
heading a $9.1 million 
effort to eradicate malaria 
from the African country 
of Malawi. She has spent 
six months of each year for 
the past 25 years leading 
other physicians in this 
cause. Tickets are $10 and 
available at the door. The 
forum is free to current 
educators and students.
For more information call 
231-995-1700.
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Macmillan to go all digital 
with dictionaries

NEWS/OPINION 03
Microsoft and Amazon must commit to 

stronger fair-labor practices at factories

I ALEJANDRO CANCINO
Chicago Tribune

CHICAGO _ Macmillan 
Education said Monday it will 
cease publishing a print edition 
of its dictionaries, following other 
publications into an online-only 
format as print sales decline.

Final editions of the dictionaries 
are now being printed.

Macmillan Education, a unit of 
Macmillan Publishers Ltd., said it 
will focus on its expanding digital 
resources, including an English 
language dictionary and thesaurus, 
a column on emerging words and 
Open Dictionary, which allows users 
to submit new words and slang such 
as Frankenstorm. Macmillan said its 
online venture has seen explosive 
growth since its launch in 2009.

Editor-in-Chief Michael Rundell 
said the printed dictionaries mostly 
sell in the English-as-a-second- 
language market in Asia and 
South America. The United States

Sharp also reported an 84.4 billion 
yen ($1.1 billion) restructuring 
charge. In the span of a year,
Sharp’s stock has tumbled more 
than 75 percent on the Tokyo Stock 
Exchange.

Even fellow Japanese technology 
behemoths such as Spny and 
Panasonic reported sour earnings 
this week, all slammed by sinking 
prices for their products. Sharp said 
it would try to boost sales of LCD 
televisions and smartphones but 
added that it “is pushing ahead with

Think You Might Be Pregnant?
Know For Sure!

^Pregnancy
fCareCenter
N Pregnancy Tests & Confirmation

Information on Abortion Si Pregnancy 
All Services Free & Confidential

CONTACT US:
121 S, Garfield SteC, Traverse City
231-929-3488
www.know4sure.org

became a primary market when the 
dictionary became available online, 
which generates about 10 million 
visits a month, Rundell said.

However, he said, demand for 
printed books has steadily declined. 
As an example, Rundell said that 
in 2002, when the company began 
publishing dictionaries, 50,000 
copies were sold in Korea. Now, he 
said, sales would be just a fraction 
of that figure because Korean 
students do everything online.

Still, he said, he sees exiting 
print as positive because it ends the 
space issue. “The print edition was 
limited. Lots of dictionaries are 
difficult to read because everything 
has to be compressed; there are lots 
of abbreviations. They are designed 
to fit a lot of information in a small 
space and there is not that problem 
in the Web.”

"SHARP" continued from page 2 
drastic business restructuring.”

That includes asking for voluntary 
buyouts, cutting salaries, slashing 
thousands of jobs and trimming 
capital investments to try to boost its 
cash flow.

Sharp has also mortgaged the 
building that houses its headquarters 
and is negotiating a “hail Mary” 
investment from Taiwanese 
manufacturing firm Hon Hai 
Precision Industry Co. Hon Hai 
controls Foxconn, which helps make 
Apple products such as the iPhone.

■SHARON PIAN CHAN
Seattle Times

Our beef cows eat grass and cost 
$30 per pound at an artisanal butcher 
shop. Antibiotics and hormones have 
never touched the beaks of our free- 
range, egg-laying chickens. We call it 
happy meat, because the animals have 
supposedly only had one bad day in 
their lives.

If only our toys were as happy.
They’re not. Our tablets, smartphones 
and computers are assembled by 
hundreds of thousands of people 
working in Chinese factories that have 
killed some of them.

A New York Times report in January 
revealed two Chinese factory explosions 
run by Apple’s vendor Foxconn killed 
four and injured 77 workers. The 
explosions were caused by combustible 
aluminum dust from iPad cases, despite 
earlier warnings about the problem.

Dozens of workers from a Foxconn 
factory that made Microsoft’s Xbox 360 
threatened to kill themselves by jumping 
off a roof because of lack of severance 
pay when a factory closed, according to 
an Associated Press report in January.

Our kale is more sustainable than our 
Kindles.

While we worry whether the iPhone 
5 can fit into the pockets of our skinny 
jeans, workers on the other side of the 
world worry about surviving a day’s 
work.

We are uber conscious about the 
sustainability of our food, energy 
sources and transportation choices.
But hometown companies Microsoft 
and Amazon.com have yet to take a 
leadership position on sustainable 
electronics.

More workers than ever are getting 
sucked into these factories to produce 
the mind-numbing array of new devices 
going on sale this holiday season.

Here’s the countdown of the 
past eight days. Last Tuesday, Apple 
announced the iPad mini and a fourth 
generation iPad.

On Friday, Microsoft began selling 
Windows 8 and computer makers began 
hawking touch-screen desktops, tablets 
and new convertible laptop/tablets that 
showcase the new operating system.

On Monday, Microsoft put Windows 
Phone 8 on store shelves and Google 
announced new small, medium and 
large Nexus tablets. Amazon started 
selling a new Kindle Fire HD tablet 
back in September.

You can choose tablets from 7 inches 
and 10 inches, from $149 to $499, 
which is slightly more than what the 
average iPad factory worker makes in a

month ($459 at a Guanlan factory).
A Fair Labor Association audit said 

Foxconn employees at three factories 
that make Apple products worked an 
average of 56 to 61 hours a week. More 
than half of workers surveyed had 
worked 11 days in a row without a day 
off.

Foxconn employs more than 288,000 
workers to make Apple products. Think 
about our accouterments: cellphones, 
laptops, keyboards, mice. It’s not hard 
to imagine more than a million people 
working in conditions that rival those o 
the Industrial Age textile mills. To (sort 
of) quote “Portlandia,” the dream of the 
1890s is alive in China.

As of August, Apple was making 
progress on changes, according to 
the Fair Labor Association, which 
the company joined after The New 
York Times report. The company now 
permits unannounced inspections by 
outside inspectors and their reports are 
publicly posted.

Microsoft and Amazon should 
be embarrassed that they have not 
matched Apple’s commitments. Neither 
company invites outside auditors to 
publicly post reports. They are not 
participating companies in the Fair 
Labor Association, although Microsoft 
says it works with the group on private 
projects.

It’s like relying on Microsoft to abide 
by its own antitrust settlement without 
the oversight of a judge and the U.S. 
Department of Justice.

Microsoft and Amazon audit vendors 
they say, to ensure workers are paid fair, 
legal wages in a safe workplace. This 
year, Microsoft reported that child laboi 
was used at two vendors, and Microsoft 
restricted work with the suppliers until 
the children stopped working and were 
sent home. That’s good, but they can 
and should be more transparent and 
accountable.

By ignoring how workers get treated, 
we deny their humanity. We risk the 
dystopian future in the book and movie 
“Cloud Atlas,” where cloned assembly
line workers known as fabricants 
perform low-wage labor and are 
disposed of like old horses when their 
usefulness expires.

My mobile device is my constant 
companion. It knows where I am at 
every moment. It told me when my 
brother became a dad. It was the first 
to hear that my dog died. It is the first 
thing I pick up upon waking and the 
last thing I check before I go to sleep. I 
want it to be happy.
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

Patent Wars Pending
Article 1: The American patent system has 

become a parasite

It’s 1962, and both the 
United States and the USSR 
have been amassing and 
developing nuclear weapons 
in an arms race. John F. 
Kennedy sits poised near a 
big red button that could 
throw the entire planet into a 
nuclear World War III. Both 
sides glare at each other across 
the seas daring their enemy 
to blink, but knowing in the 
front of their mind that any 
action on their part would 
necessitate a brutal retaliation. 
We call this mutually assured 
destruction, when an offensive 
action by either party in two 
opposing sides would result in 
coirirdrtf utirr and irrrvot able
annihilation of both the 
attacker and the defender.

This situation is more or 
less the current state of the 
patent system in America.
Large companies with extra 
capital amass patents to protect 
themselves from litigation.
Once a business owns enough 
patents essential to their 
industry it becomes easier to 
play without being sued out of 
business by competitors. They 
can then—and sometimes only 
then—safely create products 
such as cell phones without the 
risk of being blasted off the 
landscape by older, patent rich 
companies.

The reality of how patents 
work is very different from the 
impression in the minds of 
most citizens. Every year more 
patents are filed for, and the 
amount of money lost to patent 
litigation is skyrocketing. To 
understand why the patent 
system is untenable and 
horribly broken, we first have 
to understand what a patent is.

A patent is an exchange 
between an inventor and the 
public. In exchange for a 
monopoly on an invention 
for a period of time, the 
inventor must publish 
detailed instructions on how 
to build that product. Once

their monopoly runs out, 
the invention and the details 
to create it are released into 
the public domain, allowing 
anyone to build off of the idea 
and create bigger and better 
things with it.

The idea behind this 
structure is that companies 
who would normally keep their 
innovations a fiercely guarded 
secret for as long as possible, 
have an incentive to share their 
best work for the eventual 
benefit of everyone. Zippers 
were originally patented (quite 
a few times actually), but now 
that the patent has expired, all 
garment manufacturers are free 
to incorporate zippers in their 
designs.

These are the basic reasons 
our republic originally 
established the patent system 
we have today, but it simply 
doesn’t work in the 21st 
century. We have this idea of 
the little inventor who could, 
but that simply isn’t the case. 
Patents are prohibitively 
expensive to purchase for 
most small businesses and 
individuals, and once you own 
the patent you are required 
to constantly spend money 
defending it in court to stop 
it from becoming invalidated. 
According to ITWatcKdog the 
average cost in just lawyers 
fees is anywhere from $6,000 - 
$15,000, though IPWatchdog 
is careful to point out that 
attorney fees can “certainly go 
well above $1 5,000 depending 
on complexity of invention 
and/or the need for and 
ability to acquire broad patent 
protection.”

$1 5,000+ pales in 
comparison to the true cost the 
American patent system has on 
the ability of small businesses 
to innovate.

The “Patent Wars Pending” 
series will be continued in the 
next issue.

Dear readers,

It’s November. What a weird month. Only 
in America do we, in a single month, choose 
new leaders, give thanks for what we have, and 
run out to stock up on new stuff shortly after. 
Then again, Black Friday does bring with it a 
deluge of new technology right beforehand, so 
it isn’t all bad.

Many of our staff just returned from a 
newspaper convention in Chicago, and wow— 
our minds are blown. Yes, we spent some time 
checking out the city, enjoying food, art and 
scenery, and I have to say, it was awesome. 
Most of our time, however, was spent sitting 
in seminars, attending critiquing sessions, 
and gathering new ideas for our future issues. 
We’re super excited to start getting these 
improvements up and running so we can make 
our publication better for all of you.

For starters, our website and Facebook are 
back up and running, with a few more tweaks 
in the works—so “like” us on Facebook for 
now, and keep an eye out for updates to our 
site (our webmaster is having a really hard 
time keeping his mouth shut about it). The 
other advances will be a little more subtle, but 
we think you’ll appreciate them all the same.

In the meantime, while we upgrade our 
technology, it’s the perfect time to upgrade 
yours. With Black Friday approaching, 
tech companies are' releasing new devices

everywhere. Apple’s iPad mini and Microsoft’s 
Surface have already made quite a splash, and 
the Wii U will be launching very soon (and 
at least one of our staff members won’t stop 
talking about that). Read on, and we’ll be 
more than happy to tell you about some of the 
technology that isn’t so prominently known, 
but just as interesting.

As always, read and enjoy.

Cordially,

Michael Robertson 
Editor in Chief

T^fl uccEtwrowrTWH 
1/ liUt \

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts let
ters to the editor from members of the col
lege and community. Letters should be less 
than 400 words, typewritten, and signed with 
your name, address and phone number. Let
ters may be edited for clarity, grammar, spell
ing and length. Opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of The White Pine Press 
staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686

BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 
BY FAX: (231)995-2110
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Why context matters
The truth about the fact

I DAVID ROOT
Press Staff Writer

We are absolutely bombarded 
with information these days.
According to a recent study conducted 
by the University of California, the 
average American consumes 100,000 
words a day, or the equivalent of 
34 gigabytes. That’s not counting 
the words you see at work. When 
you calculate it nationally, that’s 3.6 
zettabytes of information, a unit of 
measurement that’s so big it’s not even 
in the Microsoft Word dictionary yet.

That’s a problem.
Why? Well, let’s put that 

little chunk of information about 
information into a little thing I like 
to call context. Every two days, our 
media displays as much information 
as we did up to the year 2003. That 
means we now have the technological 
capacity to create and distribute the 
same amount of information we were 
able to create in the entire history 
of human kind up to the year 2003 
twice over in the span of four days. 
400,000 words, 136 gigabytes, or 
14.4 zettabytes of information coming 
screaming past each of our eyelids 
before you can even say thank God it’s 
Friday.

Let me give you another giant 
and scary number. 16 trillion. That’s 
the current U.S. national debt, a result 
of deficit spending since the beginning 
of the Bush Administration that 
effectively doubled our national debt 
before the recession even began. Right 
now, we are operating at a deficit of 
1.2 trillion, an effective continuation 
of the same deficit we had at the end 
of the Bush administration. This is 
mainly due to the fact that we haven’t

had a new budget since April 2009. 
Similarly to our own personal

credit card debt, the government gets 
into trouble when the deficit (and 
the debt it creates) grows to the point 
that they cannot be easily reversed 
within the span of a few years, and 
that’s exactly what happened between 
2000 and 2008. The vast majority of 
the deficit spending during the Bush 
administration can be assigned to the 
Iraq and Afghanistan war. Combine 
that with the Bush tax cuts that cost 
us more tax revenue than both of 
those wars combined, and you have 
deficit spending that would make 
Ronald Reagan roll over in his grave. 
The strangest thing about this debt 
issue we’ve been bombarded with for 
the past four years is'that the same 
people whom are so fired up and angry 
about Obama’s
deficit spending 
are the exact 
same people 
who voted for 
those wars and 
tax cuts. But 
hey, that’s just 
politics, right?

Speaking of 
politics, why is 
it that we haven’t
had a budget since Republicans took 
control of the House? Funny story...

When the Obama 
administration sent their budget 
recommendations to the Republican 
controlled House of Representatives, 
it was 1900 pages long. By the time 
it had gone through the house and

We now have the technological 
capacity to create and distribute 
the same amount of information 

we were able to create in the en
tire history of human kind up to 
the year 2003 twice over in the 

span of four days.
— David Root

was sent to the Senate, it had been 
decimated down to 56 pages. That’s a 
difference of 1844 pages, a ridiculous 
downgrade for the most economically 
powerful country in the world. It 
was then sent to the Senate, where 
both the Democrats and Republicans 
voted it down unanimously, and 
the Republicans naturally screamed, 
“Look! They won’t even vote for their 
own president’s budget!”

The truth is, it wasn’t 
Obama’s budget at all. When you 
actually look a little farther than the 
partisan bickering you’re exposed to 
in your day to day life, you start to 
see a pattern. The party that claims 
to be for fiscal responsibility is in fact 
the complete opposite. It’s like when 
your grandma goes shopping on QVC, 
runs up a bunch of credit card debt 

buying jewelry 
she doesn’t need, 
hands the card 
to you to pay 
for essentials 
like groceries, 
and blames you 
for the overage 
charge. When 
grandma does 
it, we call it 
Alzheimer’s. 
When the 

Government does it, we call them 
Republicans: the party that ran up ten 
trillion in debt with not so much as a 
peep, then started screaming about it 
as soon as Obama entered office like a 
toddler who lost his tootsie pop.

You probably didn’t hear 
much about the specifics of those 
budget proposals, and that’s precisely 
the problem. Information overload 
leads to a lack of context. The same 
people whose job it was to keep 
congress in check were too busy asking 
the hard questions about Anthony 
Wiener’s wiener and Casey Anthony’s 
slutty tattoos to bother mentioning 
that our House Republicans would 
rather manipulate the budget into a 
toxic pile of political suicide than take 
care of their own mess. Why bother 
cleaning up the spilt milk when you 
can keep blaming the kid who wanted 
orange juice in the first place until you 
get your way?

Republicans are the epitome 
of entitlement. Bill Clinton spelled 
it out best in his book “Back to 
Work” when he said that “the 
greatest accomplishment of the anti
government Republicans was not

to reduce the size of the federal 
government but to stop paying for 
it.” This fiscal entitlement complex 
has been drowned out in the media 
by tabloid-style politics, not because 
they don’t see the problems as they 
arise, but because we as consumers 
of media have failed to give them 
reason to care about the facts. This 
election, other than being the most 
expensive in history, has proven to 
the political elites how easily skewed 
public opinion can be by simply using 
Hitler’s golden rule of propaganda: 
lie, lie, and lie some more until you 
become so used to hearing falsehood 
that the value of truth becomes 
nonexistent. That’s why when Candy 
Crowley corrected Mitt Romney on 
Live TV, the conservative media’s 
reaction was that of disgust and not 
concession. How dare she do her 
job as a journalist? How dare she 
undermine the guaranteed solvency 
of empty talking points and heated 
rhetoric?

Just last week, Newsweek magazine, 
which was founded in 1933, ceased 
production for lack of sales. Why? 
Because not even screaming headlines 
like “Muslim Rage” and “Heaven Is 
Real” could get enough people to pick 
it up off the newsstands. They tried 
to combine tabloids and journalism, 
and ended up leaving Time magazine 
as the only major news magazine 
left standing. There is no longer a 
substantial enough readership for 
the information that truly matters 
about world events. News has become 
entertainment, and entertainment 
shows like The Daily Show have, 
at least objectively, become more 
legitimate than mainstream news. We 
have lost our consensus on what is 
truth and what is fact.

Here’s my solution: Let’s give 
the media a reason to care about the 
facts by giving a shit about them 
ourselves. Stop buying the tabloids. 
Stop watching Honey Boo Boo. In 
case you hadn’t noticed, Halo 4 isn’t 
the only thing that happened on 
November 6lh. This is the world, and 
the ways in which we perceive it are 
being distorted and manipulated right 
in front of our eyes, 100,000 words at 
a time.

Do something about it.
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Technology in t
Science Meets Food ** '

Essentially sous 
vide is temperature 
specific cooking in a 
circulated water bath. 
The process is simple 
as well. You have to 
prep all ingredients 
you want to use, 
including the marinade 
and seasonings you 
would like. Then seal 
the contents inside 
a plastic bag using a 
cryovac machine so 
it is airtight. Set the 
immersion circulator to 
the exact temperature 
you desire and place 
the bag inside the 
water bath once 
it has come up to 
temperature. Set a 
timer and cook as long 
as needed,the longer 
the better. To achieve 
desired caramelization 
you can saute, pan
fry or pan fry what 
you have made so it is 
golden brown.

I DOMINIQUE VALENTAGE
Press Staff Writer

While “molecular gastronomy” is a 
term loosely used in the culinary world, 
it most commonly describes the science 
behind cooking techniques or the genre 
a chef associates their style with. In 
laymen’s terms it’s a marriage between 
chefs and scientists. Most chefs 
don’t refer to their style as molecular 
gastronomy out rather “modern” or 
“experimental” cuisine; some even 
refer to this genre as “American” 
cuisine. Some techniques include using 
carbon dioxide to make foams, liquid 
nitrogen to super cool and crush foods 
into powders, food dehydration and 
the use of chemicals to change the 
makeup of an ingredient. Molecular 
Gastronomy has been frowned upon by 
chefs and foodies alike over the years 
for its “unnatural” and “unhealthy” 
reputation. However all of the additives

used in these practices come from 
plant or animal bases and the cooking 
techniques have been approved by the 
EU. A common technique used
is sous vide cooking, which is French 
for “under vacuum”. Sous vide cooking 
is a process in which one vacuum-seals 
foods in a plastic bag and cooks them 
in a temperature-controlled, circulating 
water bath for long periods of time. 
The idea is to lock moisture and flavor 
into whatever you’re cooking while 
still keeping its nutritional value intact. 
Anything can be cooked using this 
process, including baked goods, meats, 
vegetables and desserts. Anyone can use 
the equipment, though it is relatively 
expensive. Most chefs, however, find 
the equipment to be an excellent 
investment.

While many chefs have pioneered
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he Kitchen:

the use of molecular gastronomy, one 
stands out above all others. Ferran 
Adria is a Spanish-born chef who has 
taken the culinary scene to a whole new 
level. In 1984 he joined the staff at a 
Spanish restaurant named El Buli, and 
in only 18 months he became the head 
chef. The restaurant is only open six 
months out of the vear so Adria and 
his chefs can experiment for their new 
menu. They never make the same dish 
twice, and he receives over a million 
reservation requests every year. Adria’s 
most noted accomplishment has been 
his creation of “culinary foams.”
Instead of using the traditional cream- 
and-egg mixture to make his foams, he 
uses nitrous oxide canisters to aerate 
his foams’ main ingredients. Many 
chefs have mixed feelings about Adria’s 
techniques, ranging from opinions

of culinary genius to a hazard to the 
consumers health. Adria has made the 
most of his experiences though, even 
creating a range of products called 
Texturas with his brother x\lbert Adira. 
Texturas include products such as 
xanthan, used to thicken foods without 
compromising the flavor, and align, 
which is used in spherical preparation. 
(On July 30'*' 2011, Ferran closed El 
Buli but is planning on reopening the 
restaurant as a learning center for 
students in 2014.)

So next time you become frustrated 
because you think your electric can 
opener or coffee machine is too 
complicated, just imagine yourself 
making foam out of sweet potatoes 
or duck fat ice cream out of liquid 
nitrogen. Chances are there’s a chef oui 
there doing just that.

■

*



 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

November 8, 2012
WHITE PINE PRESS08 FEATURE

A briefer history of music tech •"TESLA" continued from page 1

■
ANDREW REED
Press Staff Writer
Music and electronics have 

gone hand in hand for over a de
cade now. As technology evolves, 
so does music and the way music 
_ses technology. In today s world, 
pop music is dominated by elec
tronic sound. Genres like dub
step, electro, and techno have 
raised to high popularity, some
times to the dismay of those who 
favor more acoustic pop. The 
way we listen to music has also 
evolved over the 100-plus year 
history of music recording.

Electronics have long been the 
means used to record and distrib
ute music, starting in the 1850s 
with the phonautograph. The 
phonautograph used paper and a 
hand crank to record vocal vibra
tions. After that, the phonograph 
was made by Thomas Edison in 
1878. The phonograph used tin
foil instead of paper, which made 
its sound more potent.

When vinyl records were 
made, they created an even more 
superior sound than tinfoil. The 
gramophone was made in 1901 
and was the first music player to 
use record disks. The creation of 
records made it possible to store 
longer recordings of music. Mov
ing forward to the 1970s, hip- 
hop music used vinyl records 
and multiple turntables to re
construct samples from records, 
making a single song which was 
often “rapped” over by an MC.

Cassette tapes were created 
as more compact media in the 
1970s and lived on to the late

1990s. Its predecessor, the reel- 
to-reel, was a recording device 
similar in functionality to movie 
reels, using large spools of mag
netic tape to record audio. Cas
settes were the last medium that 
was used to record music in ana
log.

Compact disks began dis
tribution in the 1980s, mak
ing them one of the first storage 
units for recording and distribut
ing music on a digital platform. 
This format was initially created 
by joint efforts between Phillips 
and Sony.

After compact disks, digi
tal audio players became popu
lar. Apple’s iPod and Microsoft’s 
Zune have become the most 
successful players. Digital audio 
players are both portable and ca
pable of holding numerous audio 
files to select and play.

Radio has evolved, as well as 
the different musical formats. 
Originally, record companies 
forbade the playing of their re
cords on air, so all musical per
formances were live and often 
not performed by the original 
artist. Radio frequencies were 
also fought over by two or more 
stations. This chaotic frequency 
war pushed Congress to pass The 
Radio Act of 1927. The Federal 
Radio Commission (which later 
became the Federal Communi
cations Commission) was then 
created to give specific radio sta
tions designated frequencies with 
“clean” (undisputed) airplay. The

1950s saw the birth of the FM 
radio frequency, which became 
popular with its high fidelity 
sound. The addition of comput
ers made storage of music easier. 
Production tools became easier 
as well: where production and 
editing involved cutting spools of 
cassettes by hand, a producer can 
now use clicks and keystrokes to 
alter voices and clip music.

Electronic dance music 
(EDM) has become popular 
for airplay on the radio and at 
nightclubs. EDM is music that 
is constructed with various elec
tronic instruments such as Musi
cal Instrument Digital Interfaces 
(MIDI), samplers, drum ma
chines, and sequencers. Electron
ic instruments can either mimic 
existing, authentic instruments 
or produce sounds that are more 
unique and “synthetic.” EDM 
has its roots in disco, which used 
various synthetic and electronic 
instruments to produce a com
bination of funk, soul, and psy
chedelic music. Disco led to even 
more forms of electronic music 
such as Techno, House, and Syn- 
thpop. From those genres, vari
ous subgenres were created.

This brings us to the mod
ern day, where most artists dab
ble with synthetic instruments 
at one point or another in their 
life. Be it Auto-Tune, electronic 
instruments, or an artist sing
ing her own three-part harmony, 
much has changed in the way 
that music is heard.

There happened to be a few 
parties interested in purchasing 
Wardenclyffe at the time: A 
non-profit attempting to buy 
the property and turn it into 
a museum dedicated to Tesla 
and his vast accomplishments 
throughout his life, and a 
private buyer considering 
demolishing everything at 
Wardenclyffe so that they 
could turn it into a retail 
establishment.

Before this project was 
launched, there was no 
Tesla museum to reflect his 
contribution to society. Inman 
and others felt this situation 
should be corrected and 
wanted Tesla’s beloved museum 
protected and preserved for 
future generations, so he 
jumped on this project in a 
huge way, and put his full 
readership’s attention on 
the Wardenclyffe and future 
“Nikola Tesla Science Center 
Museum.” Operation “Let’s

build a g—d-mn Tesla Museum” 
[censorship added] was born. 
Through the public funding 
website IndieGoGo, Inman’s 
readers and general fans of 
Tesla could donate their hard 
earned cash to the non-profit 
for purchase of the property and 
building of the museum.

The IndieGoGo fundraiser 
succeeded in gathering $1.37 
million, matched with a 
grant from New York State. A 
reimbursement grant by Dusan 
Stojanovic, a distant relative of 
the late Nikola Tesla, has been 
put up for a match of $33,333 
as well.

The planned “Nikola 
Tesla Science Center” would 
become a protected historical 
site and run by a non-profit 
organization. Fundraising for 
the building is currently over.

More information can 
be found Inman’s blog at 
theoatmeal.com/blog.

Kids Hoatth Matters

If your child needs an MRI...
MRI, or magnetic resonance imaging, is method for creating images 
of parts of the body not seen in X-rays; it is a safe procedure, but may 
frighten children due to the loud noise made by the scanner.

How to help your child
• Explain to your child what • If you need help, ask your 
will happen during the test child’s doctor for a pamphlet

up to 60 minutes

Children Recieving

I BRITNE MCKAY
Press Staff Writer

In 2008, the Children’s Hospital 
of Michigan in Detroit purchased a 
Virtual Reality MRI Headset from 
CinemaVision. Virtual Reality MRI 
Headsets, or MRI Goggles, were 
released by CinemaVision in 2008 
with one goal in mind: to create a 
way to help patients relax during MRI 
(Magnetic Resonance Imaging) scans 
without having to use sedation drugs.

MRI Goggles, which look and fit 
like glasses, play a movie while the 
patient can watch while undergoing an 
MRI. The movie looks like it is being 
played on a high resolution, sixty-two 
inch TV screen that is sitting 5 feet 
away.

The Children’s Hospital, has a 
number of DVDs to choose from, or 
kids can bring their own movie from 
home. They can also watch a TV 
program or just listen to the radio,

MRIs find relief in movies

though most kids prefer to watch a 
movie. The goggles also have 2-way 
communication capabilities. When 
the MRI tech talks to the patient, he 
can hear and see the tech through 
the goggles. This feature reassures the 
child that they are not left alone to 
endure the test by themselves. Some 
hospitals do offer the goggles to adults, 
though it is less common.

Before MRI Goggles, patients who 
were claustrophobic or had anxiety 
needed to be sedated before an MRI 
scan. If a patient moved during an 
MRI, the test had to be repeated.
MRI scans cost anywhere from 
$400 to $3,500, depending on the 
procedure being performed and the 
test facility at which it is taking place. 
The development of MRI Goggles 
has greatly reduced the number of 
repeated tests by helping patients relax.

without being sedated. MRI Goggles 
also block out the loud MRI machine 
noises, which are a main source of 
anxiety for younger patients.

MRI Goggles do have a few 
downfalls, though. They cost $50,000 
each and are non-portable. Most 
hospitals cannot afford one pair, much 
less a pair for every MRI machine. 
Patients that need MRI scans usually 
ask for the room with the goggles. 
With only one MRI Goggle-equipped 
room, some patients’ request’s are 
turned down, while others have to 
wait hours or even days to get their 
scan taken. Some hospitals are hosting 
fundraisers to raise money for the 
goggles. Right now only fifty hospitals 
in the U.S. have MRI Goggles, 
including MidMichigan Medical 
Center in Midland and the University 
of Michigan.
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"An engine that doesn't use 
fuel whatsoever, except 
magnets."

—Austin Birdsey 
Engineering,
1st year

FEATURE 09

"A time machine."

—Macy Vanderhoef 
Criminal Justice, 
2nd year

“Dinosaurs come back to 
life."

—Deonte Connors 
Criminal Justice 

1 st year

"A teleporter."

—Andrew Dopp 
Information Technology 
2nd year

"Laser defense."

—Calvin Gibson 
Undecided major 
2nd year

L.E.D.S Celebrate 50th birthday
I ANDREW REED

Press Staff Writer

Fifty years ago, Nick Holonyak 
created the first red light-emitting 
diode (LED) while he was working 
for General Electric Company. 
Holonyak used gallium arsenide 
phosphide as the alloy to create the 
first visible spectrum LED. A year 
before Holonyak’s findings, Texas 
Instrument was able to create LEDs 
on an infrared spectrum.

An LED is a semiconductor that 
emits light when a current passes 
through it. It is capable of lasting 
ten times longer than a fluorescent 
light bulb and over 100 times 
longer than the incandescent bulb. 
Over the years, other alloys have 
been found that create various 
spectrums of light as well. The 
colors range from the most basic 
visible spectrum colors to infrared.

In 1963, Holonyak predicted 
that the LED would one day 
replace the incandescent light 
bulb. In 1972, the International 
Commission on Illumination set 
standards in emergency vehicles, 
ship navigation, and traffic lights 
that LED were well fit for. Traffic 
lights replaced incandescent and 
halogen bulbs with LEDs due to 
better durability, longer lifespan, 
and brighter light output. In 1990 
and 2003, Holonyak’s achievements 
earned him both the National 
Medal of Technology and the 
National Medal of Science.

Holonyak is also known for 
his contributions in laser diodes, 
which share some similarities with 
LEDs. Holonyak’s findings opened 
up doorways into laser technology,

and in 1977, Holonyak went on to 
create the first quantum well laser, 
which opened up many possibilities 
in laser diodes and fiber optics. 
Lasers that are commonly used 
in CD and DVD players are also 
credited to Holonyak.

LEDs in today’s world are 
used in traffic lights, Christmas 
decorations, brake lights and 
various other lights in vehicles, as 
well as in emergency indicators 
and for other lighting purposes.
Its popularity has made it both 
affordable and accessible. By 2020, 
it is predicted that prices in LEDs 
will be cut by 50 percent. This 
would price the household LED 
bulb at about $11.

How an LED works
1 Electric current enters leads

£ Current crosses fine wire into 
semiconductor "die”

Metal compound in die glows 
brightly; different metals make 
different colors

J Damaging heat is radiated away 
from leads to a metal “heat sink"

Glowing electronic chips called light-emitting diodes 
are common indoors and out - and may some day 
replace common light bulbs

Light up ceil phones
Backlight Panel of white LEDs

Liquid crystal display
Letters and images appear 
on transparent layer

Buttons Small LEDs 
light up controls

Camera flash (On back of phone) 
High-power white LED

Source Lumlleds. EE Times. MCT Photo Service 
Graphic Helen Lee McComas ©2011 MCT

Many uses
• Lamps and flashlights • Lighted buttons on electronics 

Car taillights ■ Flat-panel TV sets • Watch faces 
• Lighted billboards

The pathway to your future begins at Grand Valley in Traverse City!
Wherever you’ve been, wherever you’re going, Grand Valley State University in Traverse City will help get you where you want to be.
• Start fresh or use previously earned college credits • Take classes close to where you work and live
• Convenient evening, hybrid, and online courses • Small class sizes mean personalized attention

GrandAAlley 
Siaii L’nivirmiv 

Traverse Ctrt 
REGIONAL CENTER

IllSSi -1785
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Will "The Host" take you?
I STEPHANIE HUTCHINSON

Press Staff Writer

jUNO, por favor!
■PAUL BAHLE

Press Staff Writer

Next year, Green Day will 
be celebrating their 35th 
anniversary. Three years after 
their last studio release, Oakland’s 
very own punk-rock trio will be 
releasing not one but three separate 
albums. “jUNO!”, now available in 
stores and downloads, will be the 
first to be followed by “jDOS!” and 
“;TRES!” in the coming months; all 
amounting into a 37 song collection. 
What may have surprised most fans 
is the new direction the album, (or 
rather albums), takes. After fading 
from popularity in the late 90s, the 
band made a phenomenal turnaround 
with the rock operas American Idiot 
and 21st Century Breakdown, making

a ’ name for themselves rocking against 
war and the establishment. But instead 
of following the rock-opera theme in 
The Who’s “Tommy”, Billie, Mike 
and Tre follow the harmonies, power 
chords, drum rhythms found in The 

sClash, the Ramones, and their own 
roots.

Before the actual disc was released, 
the single “Oh Love” had gotten 
plenty of airtime on radio, resonating 
with a simplistic style found in 
“Dookie.” And the band entering their 
40s certainly hasn’t deterred them 
from “Carpe Diem”. Some of Billie

Joe’s personal sorrows work themselves 
into “Let Yourself Go” and “Loss 
of Control,” plus the instrumental 
gives the songs a Ramones circa-2012 
feel. For a much more sentimental 
touch, “Sweet 16” is maybe the most 
vulnerable of Billie Joe’s lyrics in this 
collection, a fuzzy, soft center in a CD 
of overdriven guitars and f-bombs. 
Lastly, if any of the songs have some 
sort of political edge, it would have to 
be “Kill the DJ”. Not as coherent of a 
message as holiday, nevertheless, this 
punk-reggae dance groove delivers.

The California rockers have reached 
middle age while still having a highly 
dedicated fan base. Maybe it’s the 
rock opera buzz that has yet to wear 
off, the unstoppable energy they have 
managed to maintain, or Armstrong 
having a face that could pass for 25. 
Green day was unable to recapture the 
groundbreaking success of “American 
Idiot,” but still managed to receive 
generally positive reviews—a 4/5 
from “Rolling Stone” magazine; and 
a B from “Entertainment Weekly.”
One thing’s certain: whatever keeps 
fans buying their albums and concert 
tickets will certainly keep them on 
edge for the next two releases.

WPP 4/5 stars.

“The Host” by 
Stephenie Meyer is a 
science fiction novel 
where peace-loving aliens 
come to Earth and try 
to tame humans of their 
wicked ways. There is a 
resistance amongst the 
humans, and one of the 
rebels, Melanie Stryker, 
gets caught, and her body 
becomes a host to an 
alien named Wanderer. 
Much to Wanderer’s 
dismay, Melanie can 
still hear, and Wanderer 
begins to talk to her.
She also has to deal with 
a rather nasty Seeker, 
an alien who hunts for 
humans, and who seems 
to have it out for both 
Wanderer and Melanie. 
Wanderer finds herself 
beginning to understand 
why Melanie rebelled, 
and agrees to go on 
a search for the man 
Melanie loves and to 
get as far away from the 
Seeker as possible.

The novel weighs 
in at a whopping 619 
pages, and unfortunately 
for the reader, they find 
Melanie’s love, Jared, after 
the first 150 pages. After 
that it’s a lot like very 
slow falling action, with 
something occasionally 
exciting happening, 
but nothing quite as 
interesting as the first 150 
pages.

Wanderer and Melanie 
begin to live in a rebel 
underground camp in the

desert, where they start 
doing chores. The real 
drama here is that not 
everyone likes Wanderer, 
or believes that Melanie 
is still alive inside of her, 
so of course, every fifty 
pages or so, somebody 
tries to kill her. Shocking, 
not so much. Wanderer 
does make several friends, 
who have to point a gun 
at someone and defend 
her every other page it 
seems.

There is also the 
problem with Jared, 
in true Meyer fashion. 
Melanie loves Jared, and 
her memories have caused 
Wanderer to love Jared, 
but of course, Melanie 
doesn’t want Wanderer to 
love Jared, and spends the 
entire book berating her 
for her feelings. In comes 
Ian, another rebel, who 
accepts Wanderer for who 
she is and falls in love 
with her, but Wanderer is 
clueless. It is perhaps the 
oddest love square any 
writer has come up with, 
but it is the only thing 
that keeps the last 450 
pages moving.

One thing Meyer 
does extremely well is 
the science. Much like 
Carlisle of the Twilight 
series, there is a human 
doctor, as well as many 
alien healers sprinkled 
throughout the novel.
The processes of medicine 
and the techniques used 
to heal bodies and insert

the aliens into the host 
are quite original and 
intriguing.

A lot of the book 
emphasizes human 
violence, and how the 
aliens think humans 
are better off being 
hosts for their kind 
than just killing each 
other off. In fact, that is 
what Wanderer thinks 
throughout most of the 
book, until she meets free 
humans who are kind to 
her, and she begins to 
question what the point 
of the aliens being on 
earth is. So begins her 
transformation, which 
ultimately leads to her 
and Melanie’s fate. If you 
are expecting some sort 
of major alien-on-human 
battle, be prepared to 
be disappointed. As 
in Meyer’s “Breaking 
Dawn,” the book wraps 
on a peaceful note that 
the aliens of the novel 
would be quite proud 
of, and there is even an 
epilogue that ties a nice 
bow on a near happily- 
ever-after.

If you are a sucker 
for strange romances or 
are an alien conspiracy 
theorist, this book may 
be just what you need. 
However, if you like an 
exciting story full of 
twists and turns, you may 
want to look somewhere 
else.

Three out of five stars.
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What am I going to do? what should I tell
him? how do I get medical care? can I

stay in school? should i keep my baby? 
what about adoption?

■ ' f' 1

r
I I
1^1

-

"The Social Network" Revisited

For free, confidential 
answers to your questions 
about being pregnant, call 
Child and Family Services at

Child & Family Services

Strengthening the Fabric of the Family Since 1937

■KAYLA BELL
Press Staff Writer

It has been slightly over two years 
since “The Social Network” was 
released. Since then, it has become 
one of the most lauded Hollywood 
films of our time. Facebook itself, 
however, has dwindled considerably 
and lost touch with its fundamental 
tenet: stay cool. With advertisements, 
underhanded fees, and labyrinthine 
updates creeping up all the time, 
it has become less a gateway to the 
singularity than a malfunctioning 
novelty. Facebook has been 
transformed into a shameful waste of 
time and even a legitimate addiction, 
on par with prescription drugs or 
“Angry Birds.”

There have been myriad articles, 
spiteful and maudlin alike, written 
on the rapid decline of Facebook.
The consensus seems to be that 
membership, particularly among 
once lucrative markets, such as 
tweens and teens, has been decreasing 
since the onset of the new decade. 
And it doesn’t take the Wall Street 
Journal to confirm the loss of fervor 
among active members. But let’s look 
away from the decay (let the numbers 
speak for themselves), and focus 
instead on the elegantly aging beauty 
that is “The Social Network.”

For those who have yet to see 
the film, the premise is as simple as 
it is profound: antisocial computer 
prodigy Mark Zuckerberg, tired of 
being rejected (due to his “being an 
asshole,” according to the opening 
break-up scene), starts a crude 
website called FaceMash in order 
to exact revenge on the opposite 
sex as a whole. It is a rudimentary 
service, programmed from his dorm- 
room during a drunken tirade, 
which allows visitors to classify 
girls around the Harvard campus as 
“hot or not.” This gives the impish 
mastermind a sick pleasure, and a 
brilliant idea: FaceBOOK. Sound 
absurd? Well, these are the facts.
That website which has broken the 
barriers between fantasy and reality— 
allowing you to chat up Kevin 
Smith while doing your algebra 
homework—was born from the 
swill-soaked keystrokes of a lovelorn 
nerd with a chip on his now eleven- 
billion-dollar shoulder.

After it has been firmly 
established that Zuckerberg is an 
immature prick, his heroic ascent to 
prominence begins. There is no need 
for alarm—this is the representative 
film of its time after all, and certainly 
does not glorify being a cold, cerebral 
tool. Justice comes in the form 
of a triptvch narrative, one that

counterbalances any positive image 
we may have developed of “The 
Zuck” during his perilous creation 
of Facebook. Two lawsuit hearings— 
one imposed by a couple of former 
schoolmates accusing Zuckerberg 
of stealing their idea, the other 
by his best friend, on grounds of 
professional (as well as personal) 
betrayal—cut in and out, keeping us 
ever aware of the boy genius’ many 
shades.

A colorful cast of parasites and 
sycophants then come into the 
picture. Enter Sean Parker: Justin 
Timberlake plays the smooth-talking 
founder of Napster, who is sought 
for business and spiritual counsel by 
Zuckerberg during the more pivotal 
moments of Facebook’s establishment 
as an Internet power. Once in 
the fold, Parker forces his shallow 
philosophy of enterprise on the 
impressionable young CEO, which 
causes a wave of changes that have 
since become iconic, most notably- 
dropping the “The” from “The 
Facebook,” as it was then called. But 
the influence of flashy, minimalistic 
names and hedonistic, “We made it!” 
attitudes quickly degenerates into 
the same carelessness and paranoia 
that has unmade all the movies’ great 
overnight successes, from Henry Hill 
to Dirk Diggler. This is where “The 
Social Network” starts to wax darkly 
poetic and expound on themes of 
American dreams and the sad truth 
of capitalistic possibility.

The factual world of “The Social 
Network” is already beginning to 
dissolve (see those ‘myriad articles’ I 
spoke of earlier for more details), and 
yet the fictional continues to grow. Its 
moral complexity and sociopolitical 
relevance become more evident with 
each passing financial hit felt by this 
country; Zuckerberg doesn’t seem 
so petty—or at least not uniquely 
so-—when placed next to his fellow 
moguls. As for the eponymous 
network, it’s not exactly a ghost 
town, but I wouldn’t call it a hotbed 
of commerce either. This makes the 
film’s irony as painful as it is brilliant. 
There are too many lines in the film ■ 
to cite which hail Facebook as a 
literal utopia, as in the moment when 
Sean Parker exclaims, “We lived on 
farms, then we lived in cities, and 
now, we are going to live on the 
Internet!” This may be true, but, if £ 
so, the next step in the evolutionary 
process makes me feel less like 2001 s 
cosmic baby and more like the Beales 
of Grey Gardens.
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Cyber Crime Night

Wednesday, December 5, 2012 
6:30 pm to 9:00 pm 

Ferris Class Night 
NMC University Center, Room 06

Sit in class with current IS1 students! 
Stop by to learn about this exciting 
career option!
FREE T-shirt for stopping by!

INFORMATION SECURITY AND INTELLIGENCE, B.S

A significant challenge facing individuals, corporations and the 
nation is securing, maintaining and interpreting information. 
Employees skilled in analyzing and converting data into knowledge 
using the latest visual analysis, geographic information systems, 
data mining, and digital forensics tools are needed to meet this 
growing challenge.
The Ferris State University ISI program addresses this need with 
courses in all these areas, as well as courses in fraud investigation, 
information security and intelligence.
Graduates of the program are prepared for opportunities in both 
the government and business sectors in information security, 
intelligence, health care, insurance, education
and other fields.

"My experience at Ferris in the Information Security 
and Intelligence Program led me down a career 
path to be able to provide an invaluable service to 
my community tnrough computer and cyber-crimes 
investigations. The faculty and university provide an 
environment where creativity can flourish and is well 
balanced where many career paths in information 
security can be followed to fulfill any personal goal 
in the digital world."

Jason Otting, Grand Traverse County Sheriff 
Department, Ferris Alumni

TRAVERSE CITY

Ferris State vAy 
University ■ »

Offices in the University Center ■ 2200 Dendrinos Drive, Suite 100, Traverse City, Ml 49684 ■ (231) 995-1734 
FerrisNorth@ferris.edu ■ ferris.edu/statewide
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