
December 11, 2012 Vol. XXIX No. 8 FREEone copy

NORTHWESTERN MICHIGAN COLLEGE

We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may.



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

December 11,2012
WHITE PINE PRESS02 FEATURE

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
Dear readers,

It’s finals week. Stress may not be healthy, but most of you are probably getting a 
sizeable dose of it right about now. Frankly, so are we. It’s been a scramble between 
studying, projects, one report after the other, and of course producing our latest 
issue of the “White Pine Press.”

This issue is a little less on the “news-y” side. Of course, that means it’s full of 
other information—about exams, about holidays, and of course about the possibly 
impending end of the world.

As always, read and enjoy. Best wishes for your survival of exams ... and maybe 
more.

Cordially,

Michael Robertson 
Editor in Chief

NORTHWESTERN MICHIGAN COLLEGE

WHITE PINE PRESS
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF Michael Robertson

MANAGING EDITOR Nicole Wildman

COPY EDITORS Dempsey Persinger 
Britne McKay
Emaly Panek

STAFF WRITERS Kayla Bell
Joseph S. Grace 
Andrew Reed
David Root
Mathieu St. Charles 
Nicholas Walsh 
Stephanie Hutchinson 
Katerina Chekhovskiy 
Dominique Valentage 
Paul Bahle
Libbie Wendell

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHERS Christine Brown 
Shelby Osborne
Sean Patterson 
Stephanie Baklarz 
Nicole Harrington

DESIGNERS Rob Reed
Emily Osantowski

PRODUCTION MANAGER Christopher La Pierre

ADVERTISING / BUSINESS MANAGER Zackary Cavanaugh

DISTRIBUTION MANAGER Zach Duell

FACULTY ADVISER Heather Durocher

White Pine Press NEWSROOM 231.995.1173

welcomes comments, DISTRIBUTION 231.995.1322

suggestions, ideas for ADVERTISING 231.995.1349

news stories and FAX 231.995.2110

calendar items. EMAIL whitepinepress@gmail.c

Printed by Morning Star Publishing and distributed free.
Printed on 1OO% recycled paper

/Mill‘d

PU&atrnaM1
find

H.CQX & SON 
RRH TlW) BANK 

iNSUBANCc AGENCY 
HLfrfONGPOh SANK

For the second straight year, NMC and University Center faculty, staff, 
and other volunteers will provide gifts for the families of students in 
need. "Santas" who wished to give chose tags with families' names from 
trees on several of NMC's campuses. Last year, 49 families (including 139 
children) received gifts.
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Coffee and its effects on you
I MATHIEU ST. CHARLES

Press Staff Writer

About this time of year, everyone on 
campus will be either studying or taking 
exams, which means coffee is being 
consumed and sleep is being sacrificed. 
There are benefits to sleep, as most 
people know, and there are benefits 
to having some coffee—“some” being 
a key word in that statement. When 
asked what the physiological effects 
of coffee are, Dr. Keith Overbaugh 
of NMC’s science department said, 
“Caffeine is a stimulant, so excitatory 
neurotransmitters are more effective 
and the increase [in] blood pressure 
that goes along with that improves the 
oxygen supply to the brain, so the brain 
is truly working better.” This means you 
will be more alert during the test. You 
will lose integration, which means the 
excitatory neurotransmitters outweigh 
the inhibitory neurotransmitters.
He said, “that’s why people get 
the shakes, jitters—they don’t 
have those inhibitories [inhibitory 
neurotransmitters] to moderate the 
motor responses. There is probably 
something that happens in thought 
processes, also.” Basically, coffee creates 
a fight or flight response that increases 
blood flow to the brain, which, as 
mentioned earlier, makes you think a 
little better because of the increased 
blood flow. This sounds really great for 
an upcoming exam, but coffee must 
be used in moderation because it can 
be bad for you in extreme doses. Also, 
coffee has a diuretic effect and it’s a 
fluid itself, which will increase blood 
flow to the kidney, causing one to 
have go to the bathroom more often,

according to Dr. Overbaugh’s research. 
The caffeine itself stays in the body for 
hours, so you don’t want to drink more 
than one cup in a short period. If you 
have liver problems, the caffeine will 
stay in your system even longer.

The role of sleep before an exam 
is also very important if you have the 
time for it. Lisa Blackford, of NMC’s 
social science department, has found 
that sleeping helps you learn and retain 
what you have studied. This helps 
with long-term knowledge and that is 
more beneficial than cramming and 
forgetting shortly after the exam. The 
recommended amount of sleep varies, 
but it’s usually between 6 and 8 hours. 
If you deprive yourself, then during 
the exam you could either fall asleep, 
or you could become distracted more 
easily. Having some sleep with some 
coffee is a good balance of both, but 
keep its effects in mind. While coffee 
can help, sleep is required to function 
normally and focus on the exam at 
hand. Naps, even just 20 minutes 
worth, can also help you, because they 
can give you a sort of energy boost.

While some of this may be obvious, 
some of it may not be. Coffee can help 
if you had little sleep and need to be 
alert if you have an early class. Taking a 
nap can help if you did not get enough 
sleep but need a little boost. The 
benefits are a little better than coffee 
in the sense that you wont have high 
blood pressure and the jitters. In the 
end, it is a matter of what you want to 
do, but being educated on the benefits 
of each can help.
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Fight to work
ftDAvioroot Why Right to Work won't work
aPress Staff Writer

Last Thursday, our beloved 
Governor Rick Snyder and 
Michigan’s House and Senate 
Republicans did what they do 
best; spat in the face of the 
Democratic process of checks 
and balances meant to prevent 
blatant overreach of power. 
You’d think that nearly three 
years in office and a complete 
and utter rejection of his 
patented Emergency Manager 
Law by both the Judiciary and 
voters would cause some sort 
of change, wouldn’t you?

Then again, this is the 
guy who thinks running 
government like a business 
means that commandeering 
the jobs of locally elected 
officials doesn’t violate the 
constitution. Yeah, so much 
for small government.

But back to last 
Thursday. During the last few 
days of the lame duck session 
of congress in Michigan, the 
Michigan House and Senate 
passed two adjacent bills 
regarding Right to Work 
just hours after they were 
introduced for debate. The 
bills aim to make it so that 
the payment of union dues is 
voluntary, giving Michigan 
workers the American 
freedoms they deserve to 
choose because ...freedom.

Right.

Here’s how Right to 
Work actually works: by not 
requiring workers to join 
a union when hired and 
subsequently not requiring 
workers to pay their dues to 
the union that were meant 
to protect said workers at 
their workplace, the union is 
left incapable of bargaining 
for workers’ rights because it 
cannot claim to be supporting 
all workers involved. This 
fallacy of choice reduces the 
average earnings of workers 
by $1,500 yearly and lowers 
the likelihood that employees 
get healthcare of pensions 
through their jobs for both 
union and non-union workers 
of the state. But hey, what 
did unions ever give us, other 
than 60 years of the strongest 
economy and middle class the 
world has ever seen?

To be fair, union 
contracts aren’t always the 
greatest idea. Unions are at 
least partially to blame for 
the big three going bankrupt 
back in 2009, as the dip 
in sales from the Great 
Recession could not be offset 
by moderate wage cuts due 
to existing union contracts 
that would not budge. But 
the idea that “Right to 
Work” legislation would 
entice employers to uproot

their operations and move 
production to the great Union 
state of Michigan is simply 
malarkey.

Here’s why.
Nearly every study cited in 

support of “Right to Work” 
legislation was conducted in 
the 70s, when Globalization 
and the world market of 
extremely cheap labor had 
not yet been fully realized. 
When the North American 
Free Trade Agreement took 
effect in 1994, the cheap labor 
options for producers were 
no longer within the United 
States, but instead in third 
world countries like Mexico, 
China, and Bangladesh. 
Furthermore, looking at the 
data state-by-state shows 
that there is absolutely no 
correlation between Right to 
Work and income growth. Of 
the 22 states cited as being 
“improved” by so called Right 
to Work, only North Dakota 
was doing well because of 
the oil boom that’s still going 
on. So well, in fact, that it’s 
bringing the average of all the 
states up beyond the margin.

Here’s the kicker: 
the reason countries like 
Bangladesh get our factory 
jobs—other than the fact that 
no American in their right 
mind would want to construct

Think You Might Be Pregnant?
You Can Know For Sure!
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teddy bears and other cheap 
crap for a living—is because 
they don’t have legitimate 
union labor laws themselves. 
The current working 
conditions of Bangladesh 
include fire extinguishers 
that don’t function, fire 
escapes that don’t exist, and 
work supervisors that forced 
workers to continue their 
work even as the fire spreads 
through the factory. These 
conditions, ever so adequately 
inspected and maintained 
through the free market by 
companies like Walmart and 
Disney, helped create the 
conditions for a factory fire 
that caused the death of 124 
workers.

Like I said, who needs
unions?

It’s actually kind of 
impressive, really. Michigan 
Republicans proved once 
and for all that government 
can be plenty efficient. That 
is, of course, only when a 
compromise or discussion 
isn’t even permitted to begin 
with. A reverse filibuster, 
if you will. But here’s the 
thing: the governor and his 
fellow Republicans effectively 
performed a legitimate raping 
of the democratic process in 
order to push a bill through 
that he claimed multiple times 
to not be pursuing in a lame 
duck session of Congress 
despite being opposed to it 
for the first two years of his 
governorship. And guess who’s 
backing this push? None other 
than the Koch Brothers and 
their SuperPac “Americans for 
Prosperity.”

Michigan has been 
a proud Union state, and the 
birth-place of the organized 
labor movement. Governor 
Snyder and his Republican 
house and senate have passed 
two bills that will effectively 
destroy unions in our state.

These are your teachers. These 
are your nurses. These are 
your construction workers, 
your engineers, plumbers, 
roofers, and cooks. There are 
698 auto assembly, parts or 
supplier manufacturing plants 
in Michigan, employing 
around 138,000 people. These 
union-built jobs and others 
like them are the back bone 
of the middle class, and the 
reason people like the Koch 
Brothers are able to sustain 
their monumental wealth. 
Funny how the so called job 
creators have no problem 
destroying the very entity that 
protects the rights of workers, 
the very rights they put in 
place to begin with and that 
we now take for granted.

America became the 
greatest country on Earth 
because we realized that a 
country is only as good as 
the welfare of its people 
and those people are being 
attacked by those sworn to 
protect them. Our wonderful 
Governor went back on his 
word to not pursue Right to 
Work and pushed it through 
the legislature in record time, 
despite claiming that there 
was no reason for controversy. 
And yet the controversy is 
here, because “Right to work” 
legislation is to workers’ rights 
the same as fire extinguishers 
were .to the Bangladeshi 
factory workers.

I don’t know about you, 
but I’d like to keep my fire 
extinguisher functional. Let’s 
fight to keep Michigan jobs 
protected.

CONTACT US j
121 5, Garfield Ste C Traverse City
231-92»-348B
www.know4sure.org

bke us on
MB 1 •Facebook
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Bits of the News
By: Joseph S. Grace

Patent Wars Pending—Article 3
The system needs reform

Imagine you are the founder of a small company 
that creates applications for smartphones. One of your 
best employees comes to you one day and says, “Hey,
I just had this great idea. Color blindness affects a 
significant percentage of the population, and there are, 
like, billions of smartphone users out there, right? So, it 
only makes sense that some percentage of smartphone 
users are colorblind. What if we created a photo app 
that somehow changed regular photographs to make the 
differences in color easier for people with color vision 
deficiency to see?”

You think to yourself, “Wow, that sounds like a great 
idea. We should try to build that. It just so happens 
that there is this great patent system at our disposal!
Why don’t we look through the massive store of useful 
inventions it has disclosed for us; let’s go see if we can 
find anything we can use for this app.”

Maybe this is the type of interaction that the founders 
dreamed of when they enacted our current patent 
system, but it simply isn’t the way it works today, ever.
No developer in the technology industry looks through

atents to find useful inventions they can use. What 
appens far more often is a person or a team of people

create something from their own work that is in some 
way innovative or new, and then the lawyers (hopefully 
their own lawyers) swoop in and say, “But wait! Your 
creation is in violation of this patent on things with a 
screen that can be touched, and Adobe has this patent 
on color manipulation, etc. Let’s find out who owns 
these patents so that we can work something out with 
them.” Of course, they’d be forgetting that a small group 
of people is unlikely to have enough leverage to secure 
favorable licensing terms with a group the size of Adobe 
(the makers of Photoshop, the PDF format, and Flash).

To understand why the U.S. patent system was 
created in the first place, we must ask ourselves, “What is 
the problem that it was trying to solve?” Obviously our 
patent system was built to have a purpose, to fill some 
need that our founders felt needed filling. 'Ihere were 
two major aspects of the original patent system that are 
important to understand. One: that the government 
would grant time-limited monopolies on inventions to 
companies or individuals, and two: others would be able 
to use the invention within that time, but they would be 
required to pay royalties to the owner.

As stated in an infamous “patent clause” of the United 
States Constitution, Article 1, Section 8, Clause 8, the 
copyright and patent system was enacted “To promote 
the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for 
limited Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive 
Right to their respective Writings and Discoveries.” That 
seems to be a fairly noble goal, promoting the progress 
of science and the useful arts, but is that really what the 
patent system accomplishes today?

The problem is, it clearly isn’t in a number of 
industries. Patents are far too often granted on ideas that 
most would see as obvious. The more obvious the patent, 
the more effective it is as a weapon, given that more 
companies are likely to be infringing on the “invention”

it’s covering. Here is just one example: If you’ve ever 
Amazon.com, you may be familiar with their “one-click” 
form of purchasing. Instead of placing your book, or 
baby swing, into a virtual shopping cart, and then going 
through a drawn out “checkout” process, you simply 
click a “buy” button, and Amazon fills in the rest of 
the information for you. The “one-click” buying system 
Amazon uses makes far more sense in a digital storefront 
than the older, cart model, but because Amazon was one 
of the first large online retailers, they filed for a patent on 
the system first.

Amazon owns the “one-click” patent, meaning that 
any online retailer who wishes to sell you a product must 
always make sure that it is put into a virtual shopping 
cart before your virtual checkout to avoid serious legal 
ramifications. If you see a company using a “one-click” 
buying method, it’s most likely because they’ve paid 
Amazon hefty fees for the privilege.

Thousands of patents are just as broad as the “one- 
click” patent, and because of this everyone is infringing 
upon everyone else’s IP (intellectual property, or the 
patents they own) all the time. This is one of the major 
causes behind the current decaying state of our patent 
system.

Innovators virtually never look through patents to 
find useful inventions that could help them build what 
they’re making. This is a failure of the patent system 
itself, but worse than that—because of the way that 
everyone is infringing on everyone else’s IP all the time, 
some are specifically told to avoid ever looking at patents. 
If they were to see a patent or two in their spare time, 
it would make the company they work for subject to 
something referred to as “triple damages.” In English, this 
means that if it’s proven that they had seen the patent 
before, even in passing, the patent owner’s lawyers are 
going to find it far easier to collect money.

Part of what makes the system so bizarre is that 
patents rarely belong to the individuals who made 
the inventions in the first place. Patents are treated as 
property, and the “property” almost always belongs to a 
business, not an individual. There are people out there 
who have to work around their own patents, because they 
no longer work for the company that owns them. They 
don’t have to be involved in the invention process at all to 
hold the patents.

Some time ago an old Canadian telecom by the name 
of Nortel went out of business. As patents are treated as 
tradable property, this meant that other companies were 
allowed to buy up the patents that Nortel had gathered 
over the years. This collection of over four thousand 
patents included some that were extremely broad, making 
them very attractive to others in the industry. The group 
that ended up winning the bid for these patents was a 
consortium of companies, including both Apple and 
Microsoft. The consortium then funded the creation of a 
completely new company, called Rockstar Consortium. 
Rockstar is made up of around a dozen engineers whose 
sole purpose is reverse engineering products on the 
market, such as smartphones, to find out if they violate
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on or more of the patents Rockstar owns.
The CEO of Rockstar John Veschi, seems to have no 

misconceptions about what his company does. “Pretty 
much anybody out there is infringing ... It would be hard 
for me to envision that there are high-tech companies out 
there that don’t use some of the patents in our portfolio.” 
Rockstar is one of the patent trolls discussed in the 
previous article of this series, Microsoft and Apple created 
this new company because, unlike the companies that 
fund it, Rockstar itself doesn’t make anything, leaving the 
companies it attacks with very little recourse.

Google used to be a highly principled company. Many 
have heard their well publicized (and discontinued) 
“Don’t be evil” motto. One of the things they felt were 
evil: you guessed it, patents.

The top employees of the company would often 
speak publicly about the harm that patents caused our 
economy, and specifically their industry. Google’s public 
line for a long time was that they would use patents 
exclusively for defensive purposes. Eric Schmidt, former 
CEO, was quoted as saying ‘Patent wars are death ... 
Everyone can find prior art for everything ... It’s bad 
for innovation, it’s bad for choices ... The victims here 
are not Google and Apple, it’s the little companies that 
can’t acquire patents to protect themselves.” Despite 
speaking so openly about their dislike for patents, Google 
has apparently since learned that to be a big player in 
America, the patent wars are games you need to play.
One of their officially stated reasons for acquiring phone 
manufacturer Motorola Mobility was for ownership 
of their vast patent portfolio. They are now in active 
lawsuits (some offensive) with a number of companies, 
and have become something of an industry leader in 
patent purchases and litigations.

There is a common misconception that if patents 
didn’t exist companies could simply copy each other’s 
products with no ramifications, but not all industries 
in the US have copyright or patent protection. The 
fashion industry has no patents, no copyright protection, 
nothing, yet somehow Nike stays in business.

When our current system is fully explained to 
even the most uninformed American, they intuitively 
understand that it’s broken. Just as it doesn’t take a 
mechanic to identify a car that doesn’t start as non
functional, consumers see no benefit from the patent 
system as it exists today; it raises the cost of products 
and limits choice. Small businesses see no benefit from 
the patent system; it truly is the sport of kings, where it’s 
foolish to attempt to play unless you’re already holding 
enough weapons to defend yourself. Neither of the major 
political parties support either the abolishment of patents 
or patent reform. If there isn’t a grassroots effort to shine 
light on the inner-workings of our patent system it will 
continue to decay in the dark. The patent wars between 
big companies will not end without major reform of the
patent system.
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Seasonal affective disorder
Sunshine helps stave off depression
I PAUL BAHLE

Press Staff Writer

Every winter, roughly twenty out of every 
one hundred Americans feel SAD, or SAD-like 
symptoms. In this context, SAD can have a double 
meaning: the traditional definition of a gloomy or 
melancholy emotion, and the acronym for seasonal 
affective disorder, a subcategory of depression.

This yearly condition is widely believed 
to be caused by the decrease of daylight in the 
winter. In the tropical latitudes, sunlight stays 
fairly consistent all year round, so SAD is nearly 
nonexistent. Even in individuals who do possess 
the condition, daylight is plentiful enough there to 
keep the winter gloom at bay. The exact causes of 
SAD are still yet to be determined; in fact„ the first 
scientific research into the matter did not take place 
until 1985. Since then, a link has been identified 
between the symptoms and levels of vitamin D, 
which is synthesized in mammals when their skin 
is exposed to sunlight. Furthermore, a greater 
number of patients suffer from SAD in the northern 
hemisphere where the winter season tends to be 
longer and harsher.

Those who experience SAD often have 
feelings of lethargy, loss of appetite, anxiety

and depression, and often to oversleep. Some 
of these symptoms are easily mistaken for cabin 
fever, which is not a psychiatric condition. Cabin 
fever is identified by symptoms associated with 
claustrophobia, stress and anxiety. Both conditions 
share a correlational link of greater time spent 
indoors, so it is logical to confuse the two disorders.

As stated, there is a definite tie between the 
winter months and general depressed mood. The 
important thing is to educate oneself before taking 
any drastic treatment measures. First of all, it would 
be wise to differentiate between actual depression 
and cabin fever. If you should experience any of the 
previous symptoms, try just enjoying the outdoors 
(winter sports do wonders) before paying the doctor 
a visit. If you do see a doctor, see one in person; 
it is easy enough to log on to any online symptom 
checker, but it is no substitute for face time with 
a real physician or psychiatrist. Additionally, this 
would be the only way to get medication if it is 
necessary. For a more traditional approach, heading 
somewhere south for the winter makes a remarkable 
difference, but if you happen to be on a budget, a 
bright lamp or vitamin D supplements can achieve

a similar result. Furthermore, in any difficult 
situation, many people undervalue the importance 
of having a support network of family or friends you 
can count on.

Sonja Olshove, one of NMC’s social 
psychology instructors, said that the fewer hours of 
sunlight affects circadian rhythms, in turn affecting 
levels of serotonin and melatonin. But these rhythms 
are very responsive not only to light, but to changes 
in routine, which is why even going for a walk can 
improve one’s mood. With cold temperatures and 
shorter days, more of people’s spare time is spent 
indoors. This can be easily treated by simply getting 
outside or taking part in a hobby or other activity 
to occupy oneself. Cabin fever does not meet 
the specifications to be classified as a psychiatric 
condition, but it is well recognized phenomenon 
among both adults and children.

Whether it be SAD, cabin fever, or some 
other form of winter madness, it’s important to seek 
help for these sorts of conditions, and not to confuse 
them with non-seasonal depression. Before investing 
in a trip to the doctor’s office, however, perhaps try 
a change of scenery.
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Holiday rundown
Kwanzaa, Hanukkah, and Yule

Photo courtesy/THOMAS NORTHCUTA

Illustration courtesy/MARIE ABRAMS

IBRITNE MCKAY
Press Staff Writer

Everybody knows that 
Christmas is a Christian holiday 
celebrated on December 25. It 
involves getting together with 
family and friends, exchanging 
gifts, and eating dinner.
But what about the lesser- 
known holidays like Kwanzaa, 
Hanukkah, and Yule? Does 
anybody truly understand what 
those are about?

Kwanzaa is a cultural 
holiday, which was created 
in 1966, in America, by Dr. 
Maulana Karenga. It celebrates 
the first harvests of Africa and 
was designed to strengthen 
community, affirm common 
identity, purpose, direction and 
roots in African culture, and to 
introduce the seven principles. 
These are: unity, self
determination, collective work 
and responsibility, cooperative 
economics, purpose, creativity 
and faith. The Kwanzaa flag 
has three colors: black, which 
represents the people; red, 
which represents their struggle; 
and green, which represents 
their future hope. Kwanzaa 
celebrations focus on the seven 
principles and these three 
colors. During this holiday a 
table is set up as a central place ‘ 
for the Kwanzaa set. The set 
includes a Kinara, which is a 
candleholder, and Mishumaa 
Saba, which are the seven 
candles. Each candle represents 
one of the seven principles. 
There is one black candle, 
which is placed in the center of 
the Kinara. Three red candles 
are placed on the left side of the 
black candle and three green 
candles are placed in the right 
side. The black candle stands

for unity and the people, the 
three red candles are for self
determination, cooperative 
economics, creativity and the 
struggle of the people. The 
three green candles symbolize 
work, purpose, faith and 
future hope. On each day of 
Kwanzaa a candle is lit. The 
black candle is lit first, then 
the remaining candles are lit 
from left to right on each day 
following. This is to show that 
the people came first, then the 
struggle, then hope. Gifts given 
during Kwanzaa must include 
a book and a heritage symbol. 
The book emphasizes the 
importance of learning and the 
heritage symbol is to reinforce 
African tradition. Kwanzaa is 
celebrated from December 26 
through January 1.

Hanukkah is an eight- 
day Jewish celebration for the 
rededication of the Second 
Temple of Jerusalem. Hanukkah 
is celebrated for eight nights 
because of the “miracle of the 
oil.” According to the Talmud, 
the miracle occurred when the 
Maccabees reached the Temple 
after the Greeks had destroyed 
it and found that only one 
vial of pure oil remained. The 
vial contained only enough 
oil to last one night, so the 
Maccabees used an eighth of 
the oil in order to light the 
Holy Menorah. The candle 
should have only burnt for an 
eighth of a day, but it lasted 
all day. This continued for the 
next eight days. People who 
celebrate Hanukkah light their 
own Menorahs [Menorahs] at 
sundown. Eight candles are 
placed in the Menorah and are

lit with a ninth candle on each 
night. Each person receives 
one gift per night during 
Hanukkah, with common gifts 
being Dreidels—four sided 
spinning tops, and gelt— 
chocolate coins covered in 
tinfoil. Hanukkah is celebrated 
on the 25th day of the Jewish 
month Kislev, and since the 
Jewish calendar is lunar based, 
it is never celebrated on the 
same day each year. This year 
Hanukkah will be celebrated 
from December 8 to 16.

Yule, a Pagan holiday, 
celebrates the “Sun’s Rebirth,” 
or the Winter Solstice.
Children go from house to 
house with gifts of clove spiked 
apples and oranges which 
represent the sun, baskets 
of evergreen boughs which 
represent immortality, and 
wheat stalks dusted with flour 
which represent the harvest 
and life. People decorate 
their houses with ivy, holly, 
evergreen wreaths, poinsettias, 
mistletoe, gold pillar candles, 
baskets of clove-studded fruit 
and Christmas cacti. Yule logs 
are also a part of this holiday. 
The logs must never be bought; 
they can only be harvested 
or given as a gift. They are 
decorated with greenery, doused 
with cider, dusted with flour, 
then set on fire with a piece of 
last year’s log. The log burns 
throughout the night and is left 
to smolder for 12 days before 
being ceremonially put out.
Yule is celebrated according 
to the Winter Solstice, which 
normally falls on December 21 
or 22. This year Yule will be 
celebrated on December 21.

I ANDREW REED
Press Staff Writer

December 25 is the Christian holiday 
celebrating the birth of Jesus of Nazareth, 
commonly known as Christmas. Jesus was not 
actually born on Christmas, as some people 
believe. The bible does not date the event, nor do 
scholars. The date December 25 actually marks 
the day of Saturnalia, a Roman holiday worshiping 
the god of Agriculture, Saturn. Once the Roman 
Empire started switching their religion to 
Christianity, the holiday and the date went with it.

Church leaders at the time had no dictation 
on how Christmas was to be celebrated so the 
common occurrence was that, following church, 
the poor would go ravage the town and make

Christmas: A brief history
the upper class pay for food and-drink. When 
English separatists moved to America, certain 
towns actually banned Christmas due to the unruly 
behavior that ensued. Following the American 
Revolution, English Christmas traditions fell out 
of favor in America.

The origin of St. Nicholas comes from the real 
life Bishop of Myra who helped form the Nicene 
Creed used in many Christian denominations.
From the Bishop Nicolas, Washington Irving 
created a fat elfin burgher that was a parody of 
the Dutch in New York. This Interpretation of 
Santa, along with Irving’s other stories portraying 
Christmas as a peaceful time, led the way to the

transformation of what the holiday is now. 
Clement Clarke Moore’s Poem “A Visit From

St. Nicholas” created the perception of Santa 
that is most popular in today’s culture. The 
poem tells of a large bearded man who rides a 
flying sleigh guided by eight reindeer and fills 
children’s stockings that have been hung up by 
the fire with toys. This poem became a national 
classic in America and has been held as the canon 
personification of Santa since 1823. During the 
1800’s America began to embrace Christmas for its 
emphasis on family (particularly children), positive 
vibes, and by 1879, Christmas was declared a 
federal holiday.
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Chocolate Chip Peppermint Cookies

1/2 Cup of Salteu Butter, room temperature
2/3 Cup of packed light brown sugar
1 /2 Cup of granulated sugar
1 egg
1 1/2 Cups of all-purpose flour
1/2 tsp. baking powder
1/4 tsp. baking soda
1/2 tsp. of vanilla extract
1 /3 Cup of chocolate chips
1/4 Cup of crushed candy canes

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees Fahrenheit. In 
a bowl, add the butter, brown sugar and granulated 
sugar. Blend them together until light and fluffy.

Scrape the sides of the bowl with a spatula, 
then add the egg and vanilla and [into the?] mix.
In a separate bowl, add together the flour, baking 
powder and baking soda. Whisk together. Add 
half of the dry ingredients to the wet mixture and 
mix until combined. Scrape the bowl then add the 
rest of the dry ingredients to the mixture. Add the 
chocolate chips and crushed candy canes to the 
dough.

Line a baking sheet with parchment paper. 
Scoop the dough onto the sheet and bake until the 
edges are golden brown, about 12 to 14 minutes.
Cool the cookies on a wire rack

- >

Roll-out Sugar Cookies

1 5 oz of All Purpose Flour 
1 /2 Tbsp of Baking Powder 
1 /2 tsp of Baking Soda 
3/4 tsp of Salt
1/2 Lb of Unsalted Butter (Room Temperature)
1 3 oz of Granulated Sugar
2 oz of Cream Cheese
2 oz. of Eggs (one large egg)

In a medium bowl, whisk together the Hour, isking 
powder, baking soda and salt. la a large Bowl, cream together 
the butter, sugar, and cream cheese antil light and Seat
in the vanilla and die egg, then scrape the sides and brim 
of the bowl. Add the flour mixture to the wet iugeeSisnis 
and mix until the mixture is evenly moistened. Flatten tie 
dough into a disk and ehill for 30 minutes to an hour before 
rolling it out and cutting. Bake the cookies at 350 degrees 
Fahrenheit for 8 minutes or until the edges are golden 
brown. Remove from the oven and allow to cool Before 
icing. For a simple Cookie Glaze, mix 9 oz of confectioners’ 
sugar, 1 1/4 oz of light corn syrup, 3/4 oz of milk and food 
coloring. Mix the ingredients together and decorate your 
cookies as you please.

1 taste of hoi

©uring the 
holidays there’s 
nothing better 
than getting 
together with 
family and friends 
and baking 
homemade 
eooktes. Here 
are fieasy and 
delicious cookie 
recipes that you 
can share with all 
your loved ones.

X

*
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Peanut Butter Kisses

7 oz. of Unsalted Butter
5 oz. of Brown Sugar
5 oz. of Granulated Sugar
1/8 oz. of salt
7 oz. of Peanut Butter (crunchy or smooth)
3 11 oz. of eggs
S oz. of Pastry I'lour
1/8 oz. of Baking Soda
1 package of chocolate kiss candies

In a mixer cream together the butter 
and sugars, make sure the butter is at room 
temperature before attempting to cream. Add in 
the peanut butter and mix until just combined. 
Add the eggs in stages, mix until just combined. 
Mix and sift together the dry ingredients and 
add to the wet mixture. Mix together. Use an 
ice cream scoop to measure out the dough 
evenly, if you don’t have one, a large spoon will 
work as well. Bake at 350 degrees Fahrenheit 
until golden brown, about 10 minutes. While 
still hot, place an unwrapped candy kiss in the 
center of the warm cookie so it will melt.

Ginger Cookies

2 Cups of All Purpose Flour
2 tsp. of Baking Soda
1 1/2 tsp. of Ground Ginger
1 tsp. of Ground Cinnamon
1/2 tsp. of Kosher Salt
1/4 tsp. of Ground Allspice
1/4 tsp. Ground Cloves
3/4 Cup of Unsalted Butter
1/2 Cup of Brown Sugar
1/2 Cup of Granulated Sugar
1/4 Cup of Molasses
1 Large Egg
1 /4 Cup of Coarse Sugar

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees Fahrenheit. In a medium 
bowl, whisk together the flour, baking soda, ground ginger, 
cinnamon, salt, allspice and cloves.

Add the butter and the brown and granulated sugars into a 
bowl. Beat together until light and fluffy. Add in the molasses 
and egg and beat until well incorporated. Add the flour mixture 
gradually until combined. Place the coarse sugar in a bowl.
Roll the dough into small balls, then roll in the sugar. Place 
the cookies onto a parchment lined baking sheet. Bake 9 to 1 1 
minutes. Cool on a wire rack.

Angel Wings

Angel Wings are a traditional Italian cookie made i 
dough mat has been twisted to look like “wings” 
dusted in powdered sugar.

Ingredients
6 Cups of All Purpose Flour (sifted)
3/4 Cup plus 2 Tbsp of cold Milk
1 1/2 tsp of Salt
3 sticks of unsalted butter
4 egg yolks
1 1/2 tsp of Vanilla
Powdered Sugar for Dusting
Vegetable oil for frying

Mix together the flour and salt, cut in the butter until 
the mixture is fine like pebbles. To make this easier you may 
grate the butter on a box grater so the butter is all the same 
consistency. Beat together the eggs and vanilla, then add to the 
pebble mixture. Add the milk 1 Tbsp at a time until all the 
ingredients form dough. Be careful not to over mix, as that will 
create a tough dough. Form a ball out of the dough and cover 
with plastic wrap, then place it in the refrigerator for about 30 
minutes to let the dough rest. Once cool, roll the dough into a 
long cylinder and cut into I/4-inch slices. Curl the slices into 
bow ties. Fry in hot oil until golden brown. Your oil should 
be at 350 degrees Fahrenheit. 7he cookies should turn golden 
brown; this will take about a minute or two. When done, fish 
out the cookies and place them on a paper towel so the excess 
oil can drain off. When done frying all the cookies, place them 
in a large brown paper bag and cover with powdered sugar. Seal 
the bag and gently shake it to coat the cookies.

*
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Do you think the world in going to end? If no, what will you do over Winter Break?

" No — climbing at Red 
River Gorge."

Tyler Shields,
Culinary Arts, first year

"I think the world is 
coming to an end."

Debbie Brockette,
Visual Communication, 
second year

"No — play videogames"

Jaynie Hendrickson,
Visual Communication, 
first year

"Not in 2012, but a 
change."

Travis Duneritis,
General, first year

"No, work."

Melissa Jelinek,
Social Work, third year

by Dempsey Persinger & Shelbi

The end is near?
The countdown is about to end

I JOSEPH S. GRACE
Press Staff Writer

Every new year we gather to commemorate the 
cycles of our calendar. The death of the old year and 
the beginning of a new year, in which we will lose 
weight and stop sleeping in so late, is an occasion we 
regularly gather together and celebrate.

But rather than joining parties, on New Years 
Eve, 1999, many were busier gathering in survival 
shelters and underground bunkers hiding from the 
dreaded Millennium bug. Crowds of people believed 
that a problem in the way computers understood 
dates would cause a crisis, and there were many who 
predicted that Y2K would be a day of great change. 
Now some say that December 21st, 2012 will also 
be day of cataclysmic disruption, while others 
believe that it will simply mark the end of a cycle 
and the beginning of a new one. December 21st, 
2012 is different than Y2K in that it has nothing to 
do with any real world problem. The predictions of 
great change don’t come from technology this time 
around, they stem from ancient Mayan prophecies.

The Maya were one of the most advanced

Mesoamerican civilizations of their time. The society 
was one of the few groups to develop a written 
language sophisticated enough to tell an entire 
story. The Mayan mathematical system showed 
an understanding of the concept of zero, and they 
were remarkably adept stargazers—they showed an 
impressive ability to chart the course of the stars.

The Maya spent a lot of time gazing upward, and 
they had strong astrological ties in their religious 
practices. They believed that the Earth moved 
through time in cycles and that those cycles were 
related to the movements of the planets and stars.

' Civilizations of that time, in what is now 
known as Mexico, used a date system known as the 
Mesoamerican Long Count calendar, which marks 
time periods in b’ak’tuns—a group of 394 years. 
According to the Popol Vuh, a set of texts written 
by a group of Mayan people, the gods who created 
our world created three before it. The world before 
this one lasted for precisely 13 b’ak’tuns before it 
was replaced by a new world. The 21st of December 
marks the end of the 13th b’ak’tun for the world we 
are all living in.

There’s some confusion between classic Mayan 
beliefs and those of New Age Mayanism. Mayanism 
is a more recent belief system based on modern 
books from new age writers such as Godfrery 
Higgins. The Maya people themselves don’t seem to 
believe that the world is coming to an end. Though 
the results from studies into their predictions for the 
end of the 13th b’ak’tun have not been definitive, 
it would seem that most present day Maya believe 
that the end of a b’ak’tun is simply the end of 
one cycle and the beginning of a new one. Classic

Mayan beliefs signify that we should in fact be 
celebrating, as making it to the end of a b’ak’tun is 
an accomplishment to glorify.

Archeologists and professional Mayanist 
scholars and generally do not believe there are any 
predictions of impending doom, that does not mean 
there is no room for speculation. Though few Mayan 
artifacts make specific reference to the end of the 
13th b’ak’tun, the only recovered document that 
discusses it in any detail is missing the key portion 
that would tell those who can still read the language 
what predictions those who wrote it attempted to 
save in stone.

Not all predictions of destruction stem from 
the Mayan civilization; many believe that biblical 
scripture has indicated this date as a day of 
great change. There are several pseudoscientific 
theories regarding planets colliding with ours, and 
cosmological events that not all in the scientific 
community accept as being significant. There’s 
much concern among certain groups of people that 
the world as we know it will change drastically on 
December 21st, 2012.

December 21st has served as a sort of lightning 
rod for a myriad of unrelated or overlapping 
predictions, so it would take an entire book to list 
all of the various theories and beliefs people have 
about the date. There’s really only one way to know 
for sure if there is any truth in the December 21st 
predications. If it’s past the date in question as 
you read this, either you are reading this with the 
knowledge that nothing noticeable happened at the 
end of the 13th b’ak’tun, or you’ve been witness to 
some of the greatest changes on Earth.
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Emily Osantowski Son of Zeus, what 
brings you to the land 
of the dead?

Oh, alrighty. 
Let's see... uh. 
Well... I must 
have dropped 
some of my 
coins back at 
the gates 
of Hades. M

Charon! it's 
me, Hercules!

I'll give 
you a ride, 

you fool. 
If you can 

present me 
with two 

L gold 
c°ins.

You've got 
to be joking? J do have a 

twenty piece. 
Can you break 
a twenty? Well, 
besides that I 
have very little 
pocket change 
will that do or 
can I come bac

k's on 
Zeus's tab. 
GET. ON. 
THE. 
BOAT.

OH MY 
GODS.

U/HACk-fI'm a pretty good 
singer, would you 
like to hear some 
showtunes, or...

Oh no, the 
damned souls!

Meanwhile 
jin HADES...

ROW
YOUR
BOAT

Out of all
the years I've 
been working 
as the ferry 
man, this is 
by far the 
worst thing 
I must endure 
They always 
wanna hear 
Charon sing 
row your boat

NEVER
AGAIN!

Well, I think that 
is the last of them 

Darned souls!

What the 
Hades, man

)e yourself a Wonderful holidau break
ACROSS

1 “Now!” in the ICU 
5 Rm. near the

ICU
9 Topping enjoyed 

after blowing out 
candles

14 Something made 
before blowing 
out candles

15 Actress Olin
161976 Olympics 

star Comaneci
17 Eponymous son 

of auto pioneer 
Henry

19 Easy gaits
20 Overexercise, as 

a privilege
21 Like a right not 

exercised
23 It’s everything, 

so they say
25 Kind of warfare 

or fighter
29 Leaf part
30 Truck stop 

purchase
32 Catalog biggie
34 Otherwise
35 Lively Irish dance
38 Legislative 

assent
39 Prohibit
41 Year, in Spain
42 ‘ _ directed”: 

medication 
warning

44 Hockey disks 
46 Colorful coral

reef dweller
49 Shoreline 

protection gp.
53 Handshake 

words
54 Magazine bigwig 
56 In exactly this

way
58 Open-air lobbies
59 Ancient 

storyteller
62 True nature, and, 

literally, what can 
be found in 17-, 
30- and 46- 
Across

64 Insurance 
spokeslizard

65 Lo__ : noodle
dish

66 Run into
67 Not from around 

here

12/11/12By Steven J. St. John

68 Performing__
69 ORD postings

DOWN
1 Gym duds
2 Snippet of gossip
3 Presuppose
4 Game with 

virtual
suburbanites

5 Munchkin kin
6 Cat’s complaint
7 Makes really 

angry
8 Half a diameter
9 Connect, as 

chain parts
10 Capital of Wales
11 Altar oath
12 “Picked” 

complaint
13 Nitrogen or 

helium
18 Sportscaster 

Berman
22 Geese flight 

formation
24 Aussie greeting
26 Roman moon 

deity
27 Ponce de__
28 Voice below 

soprano
31 Wrath

s L E D G E T E M D O S T
T A X 1 O L 1 V E E c H O
A N 0 N F A M 1 L Y F E U D
R A R A O N 1 T E R A T O
R 1 C H A R D D A W S O N

1 S R H M S
1 Q s 1 G N 1 T E T O N E

N U M B E R O N E A N S w E R
N 0 S E U S E D T O N O R

N D
L E

|k 1 S S 1 N G B|
A L O E S B E L A
S U R V E Y S A 1 D

1 S E E A E T N A
S H A D K N O T T|

|_A _P _S A
T_ _E M.

LOTS
Last issue's answers

47 “__Miserables”33 Gave more 
freedom to

35 Dench of Bond 
movies

36 Words before 
stake or risk

37 Precious stones
39 Train alternative
40 Throb
43 Facetiously
44 Pale lager beer
45 “No problem with 

that”

48 Daughter of 
Muhammad

50 “Sesame__”
51 Like a Slinky
52 Skin transplants 
55 Patriotic

women’s org.
57 Handling the job
59 Turkish bigwig
60 Electric swimmer
61 Poli _
63 USN rank

MM

. .
•I

-
«,.■

>ur Christmas shopping 
with us!

member 19th - December 14th

25 % off
(on select items)

Book buy back is December 10th - 14tlBuSch. •: *. . . . . . . .
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ELIZABETH FIATOR a first year pre-med student at NMC, is from Ghana.

A glimpse of Ghana
A healing touch from Africa comes to NMC

LKATRINA CHEKHOVSKIY

NMC truly has a diverse international 
student population, representing so many countries, 
and encompassing a wealth of cultures. Elizabeth 
Fiator is another international student, hailing 
from Ghana. She originally came to the States in 
August of 2011 as an exchange student at Leland 
Public Schools. It is her first year at NMC and she 
is enjoying her studies here. Her program of study is 
pre—medicine and she is interested in transferring to 
Michigan State University.

Political Focus: Ghana
Location: Western Africa, bordering the Gulf of 

Guinea, between Cote d’Ivoire and Togo

Population: 24,652,402

Official Language: English

Regional Languages: Asante, Ewe, Fante, Boron 
(Brong), Dagomba, Dangme, Dagarte (Dagaba), 
Akyem, Ga, Akuapem

Elizabeth is from the town of Hohoe in 
the Volta region, situated in the eastern part of 
Ghana, with a population of 56,000. She speaks 
three languages: English and two other Ghanaian 
languages, Ewe and Twi. In Ghana, Elizabeth 
attended a boarding school, where she was able to 
spend time with her friends whenever she pleased. 
This is what she misses most about her country. 
Elizabeth also really misses the Ghanaian food and 
its spices.

Major Religions: Christianity, Islam, Traditional

Government: Constitutional Democracy

Legal System: Mixed system of common English 
law and customary law

Executive Branch: President and Vice President,. 
elected by popular vote for four-year terms, and a 
cabinet (The Council of Ministers) appointed by 
President

Elizabeth enjoys her life here in the 
United States, and was recently elected the NMC 
International Club Treasurer. What she most enjoys 
about the American culture is the independent 
nature of Americans and the liberty to address 
anybody in any way, no matter their age or social 
standing. In her free time, Elizabeth enjoys spending 
time with her friends, speaking about Ghana, and 
volunteering.

Legislative Branch: Unicameral Parliament, 230 
seats, members elected by popular vote to serve four- 
year terms

Judicial Branch: Supreme Court, High Court, 
Court of Appeal, regional tribunals
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What is beauty made of?
A closer look at what beauty really looks like*

EMILY MAGNER
Press Columnist

MUSINGS 
OF A LADY

What makes someone beautiful? This is a 
concept that has been pondered over since the 
beginning of time. Our views regarding beauty 
change with the generations, and have done so 
since humans have recorded art, thoughts, and 
images.

Whether your personal view of beauty is 
centered more along the lines of figures we 
currently see lining the pages of magazines and 
billboards or the illustrious curves of Marilyn 
Monroe, there are some facets of beauty that we 
can all subscribe to regardless of our shape or 
preference.

Often overlooked, it is important to remember 
that one of the most beautiful things about all 
of us is simply that we are different from each 
other. Can you imagine the sad and boring world 
that would exist if we were a sea of perfection— 
according to whatever modern day definition of 
perfection we subscribe to? It is our crooked smiles, 
funny laughs, different curves, and wild hair that 
make us all so unique and positively radiant. That

being said, remember, what you consider different 
or flawed about yourself is actually one of the 
many puzzle pieces to what makes you beautiful.

On our quest for obtaining this thing we call 
beauty, it is more than our looks that differ. It is 
also our taste. The phrase, “I wish I could wear 
that,” desperately needs to be eradicated from our 
vocabulary. Again, it is our differences that make 
us fascinating and beautiful. Maybe we could 
all live by another idiom—if there is something 
you like and feel good in, wear it. Simple! Do 
and wear what inspires joy in yourself and your 
glowing internal barometer of beauty automatically 
increases exponentially.

Sometimes it is leap of faith to follow your own 
path—be it in fashion or anything else. Especially 
if it is different from the path you see people 
around you taking. A big part of life is about 
the willingness to take risks; being vulnerable 
is a scary thing to do, but without a willingness 
to experience vulnerability you are blocking 
opportunities to profound experiences of joy. Be 
brave, believe in yourself, and just do it.

By dancing to your own beat you are giving 
yourself permission to be yourself. This adds 
up to the most perfect equation to the best

word: confidence. This is one of the single most 
important pieces to our timeless understanding of 
beauty.

Confidence has its roots in as many different 
possibilities as there are smiles in this world.
Maybe it is your bright red lipstick, your passion to 
help others, or success in working hard in school. 
Your life will take you on your own perfect path to 
finding confidence; you only have to seek it.

You will always be exactly where you should 
be to learn the lessons you need to learn. Being 
brave enough to unapologetically speak your truth 
with kindness, honesty, and heart is the strong 
and dependable foundation to this concept of 
confidence—it has less to do with what you look 
like than one might think.

Above all else, dear readers, write your own 
story. Never let other people’s definitions, 
limitations, or insecurities dictate your world. Do 
not be afraid to trust in your own ability, your 
own capacity for love and greatness, or to believe 
in your own definition of beauty. These are the 
characteristics that allow you to go out into this 
world, head held high, to be brave enough to really 
own your sense of self. This is what timeless and 
undeniable beauty really looks like.

what am I going to do? what should I tell
him? how do I get medical care? can I

stay in school? should i keep my baby? 
what about adoption?

We care... and we can help.

For free, confidential 
answers to your questions 
about being pregnant, call 
Child and Family Services at

800538.9984
nr

IV i* i

Child & Family Services
of iwrj.hwt;>l.tm Micttl^Sn

How to fit a bachelor's degree
* into your busy schedule
Call or visit Central Michigan University's Global 

I I Campus in Traverse City & Online 

Local evening and weekend classes allow time for work, family, & friends 
Online options for many courses and programs 
Compressed terms so you finish in less time 
Books and library materials delivered to you

‘ Choose the Bachelor's degree 
J' that's right for you

Administration 
Community Development 
Elementary Education 
Health Sciences

Leadership 
Political Science 
Psychology 
Public Administrationa Take your Associate's degree to the next level

Our center staff, online specialists, and caring, dedicated faculty are ready to 
build on your current studies and help you every step of the way from your 
first questions to graduation and beyond.

Apply for positions you couldn't even dream of before!

PMI I G«t*tarted today! Call 231-995-1756, 
toll-free 877-268-4636 or e-mail 
Traverse.Clty@cmich.edu

Strengthening the Fabric of the Family Since 1937 cmich.edu/TraverseCity CMU is an AA/EO institution (see 
cmich.edu/aaeo). 35285b 11/12
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Cyber Crime Night

INFORMATION SECURITY AND INTELLIGENCE, B.S

Wednesday, December 5, 2012 
6:30 pm to 9:00 pm 

Ferris Class Night 
NMC University Center, Room 06

Sit in class with current ISI students! 
Stop by to learn about this exerting 
career option!
FREE T-shirt for stopping by!
Pizza and refreshments!

A significant challenge facing individuals, corporations and the 
nation is securing, maintaining and interpreting information. 
Employees skilled in analyzing and converting data into knowledge 
using the latest visual analysis, geographic information systems, 
data mining, and digital forensics tools are needed to meet this 
growing challenge.
The Ferris State University ISI program addresses this need with 
courses in all these areas, as well as courses in fraud investigation, 
information security and intelligence.
Graduates of the program are prepared for opportunities in both 
the government and business sectors in information security, 
intelligence, health care, insurance, education
and other fields.

"My experience at Ferris in the Information Security 
and intelligence Program led me down a career 
path to be able to provide an invaluable service to 
my community through computer and cyber-crimes 
investigations. The faculty and university provide an 
environment where creativity can flourish and is well 
balanced wher$ many career paths in information 
security can be followed to fulfill any persona! goal 
in the digital world."

Jason Otting, Grand Traverse County Sheriff 
Department, Ferris Alumni

IP Ferris State maS*? 
r University Crn!er

TRAVERSE CITY

Offices in the University Center ■ 2200 Dendrinos Drive, Suite 100, Traverse City, Ml 49684 H (231) 995-1734 
FerrisNorth@ferris.edu ■ ferris.edu/statewide



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

December 11, 2012
WHITE PINE PRESS www.whitepinepress.org

One critic's top five games for the holiday season
8MATHIEU ST. CHARLES

Press Staff Writer

1. “White Knight Chronicles 2”
Genre: Role-Playing Game
Platform: PlayStation 3
“White Knight Chronicles” didn’t receive the best 

scores from the mainstream critics, but the game itself is 
actually very good. Most RPGs boast about having hous
ing and crafting systems, and people are fascinated by 
these, but these systems are overlooked in “White Knight 
Chronicles 2.” Instead of owning a house, the player owns 
a small town that can grow as the player’s character pro
gresses. I feel that this feature makes the game different, 
along with its multiplayer aspect that lets players meet 
with other players’ characters at one of the towns. The 
multiplayer quests add more challenge and lengthen the 
game. Also, this game comes with the first “White Knight 
Chronicles” remastered on the same disc, so you can play 
the first game and go into the second one with the same 
character.

2. “Total War: Shogun 2”
Genre: Real-Time Strategy
Platform: PC
This game takes place during the Japanese feudal era 

when clans fought for control over all of Japan. This game 
plays like a cross between the board game “Risk” and a 
real-time strategy game because when two armies meet on 
the battle map, which is similar to the “Risk” game board,

a battle starts and the player’s army engages the enemy in a 
real-time skirmish. For those who really like Japanese his
tory, this game is easy to recommend because it includes 
many of the well-known clans and clan leaders such as 
Takeda, Nobunaga and Tokugawa to name a few. Unit 
types range from spear-wielding foot soldiers to samurai 
and yes, even ninja.

3. “Dear Esther”
Genre: Interactive Experience
Platform: PC
This isn’t really a “game” so much as a story told in 

the form of a game. The atmosphere is absolutely immer
sive and the soundtrack is amazing all on its own—it can 
be purchased alongside the game, too. The artwork and 
scenery in the game is breathtaking to the point where 
you will probably stop and just look around to admire it. 
The game’s scenery is quite intriguing, having players walk 
through caves with writing on the walls resembling dia
grams of chemical compounds and along cliffsides with a 
lighthouse off in the distance. “Dear Esther” is an inde
pendently developed game, and only costs $20 on Steam, 
a popular digital computer game distribution service.

4. “Birds of Steel”
Genre: Combat Flight Sim
Platform Xbox, PlayStation 3

There have been many World War II era flight simu
lators on consoles, but none as customizable as “Birds of 
Steel.” In this game you can play at either an arcade level 
or at a realistic level that is up to par with the computer 
flight simulators. A joystick is almost required to play on 
realistic, as you will be adjusting almost every aspect of 
the plane, so those who love flight simulators will want to 
purchase one for the best experience. The number of air
crafts in the game is quite varied, everything from fighters 
to bombers and even jets from later in the war.

5. “ Terraria”
Genre: 2D Side-Scrolling Sandbox
Platform: PC
“Terraria” is a “Minecraft”-inspired sandbox game, 

which means players can dig around, build with materi
als that you gather and create almost anything they would 
like. When you start, the world is randomly generated and 
the environment is quite varied between temperate for
ests, deserts and oceans. The water physics in this game 
is phenomenal because it reacts like it would in real life. 
The water can even be drained into caves to make lava- 
obstructed pathways passable. If you dig deep enough, 
you can literally reach the underworld. Between crafting, 
building, and exploring, there are days’ worth of gameplay 
to be had.

onatfton ®
Our Movie Goers Special 
lakes a Great Holiday Gift
A great gift for employees, staff, 
bosses, colleagues and friends!

Movie Goers Special includes:
• 2 Entrees up to a
• 2 Choices of Potato $50 value*
• 2 Soft Drinks
• 2 Movie Ticket Vouchers**

^Specialty dishes included for a nominal charge

Movie ticket vouchers good for full admission price
at Grand Traverse Mall Cinemas and 

Horizon Cinemas
(231) 935-4441

located across from the movie theater Inside Grand Traverse Mall
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A series of economic successes
The multi-installment trend
■STEPHANIE HUTCHINSON

Press Staff Writer

The Twilight Series has officially come to an end, with 
the final movie having been released last month, but is it 
really all over?

Over the last decade or so an astonishing new trend in 
literature has been emerging: long series of novels being 
turned into major blockbusters, and then piling mounds 
of merchandise into the hands of eager fans.

One quick Google shopping search of the word 
‘Twilight’ and you will be assaulted with DVDs, t-shirts, 
nightlights, rugs, posters, board games, and more.

According to Statistic Brain, an online site that 
harbors statistics of all kinds, the “Twilight” series has 
made a whopping $375 million in merchandising alone. 
The series altogether has made $4.7 billion in movies, 
books and merchandise, and that’s before the money from 
the last film was even counted.

But if you think “Twilight” is the only majorly 
successful series to cash in on movies and merchandising 
there is one wizard boy who takes the cake: Harry Potter.

Statistic Brain, estimates that Harry Potter has sold 
over $7 billion in merchandise, hardly surprising since 
Universal Studios in Orlando, Florida has now opened up 
an entire theme park devoted to all things Harry Potter. 
The Harry Potter series has become the Harry Potter 
franchise, with books, movies, and merchandise weighing 
in at $24.7 billion in sales.

This trend of series of books becoming movies 
and churning out merchandise doesn’t appear to be 
stopping anytime soon. The first of the Hunger Games 
trilogy by Suzanne Collins was released earlier this year 
bringing in a whopping $658 million worldwide. Let the 
merchandising begin. Another quick Google shopping 
search of the word “Hunger Games” brings up t-shirts, 
nail polish, jewelry, action figures and more.

Just as the Hunger Games begins to cash in on 
this steady trend, here comes Fifty Shades of Grey by 
E.L. James. The successful trilogy of books is currently 
in preproduction of its first film, and the type of 
merchandise that is going to be sold is already in 
discussion.

If you are unfamiliar with the Fifty Shades trilogy, they 
fall very clearly in the adult erotica category, so it only 
makes sense that the extensive list of merchandise should 
include perfumes, lingerie, and a variety of adult-oriented 
toys.

The main question is not necessarily will it continue, 
or rather why it would stop; no, the question is what 
this trend’s impact on literature will be, and is it good 
for people to have every successful novel turned into 
a franchise, with a film and merchandise. Is it at all 
necessary for the fan experience, or is it just capitalization 
on a fan’s devotion?

Maria LaLone, a student at Northwestern Michigan 
College, who has read both the “Twilight” and “Fifty 
Shades of Grey” series, thinks that the movies have helped 
the books.

“I do think the movies/merchandise do help sell the 
books, although movies never do the books justice. It’s a 
push and pull situation. Many want to read the books, 
while others say, Tve watched the movie why, read the 
book? You know what’s going to happen,”’ said LaLone.

“I feel book series are becoming so successful because 
many don’t realize them until there is a movie about it to 
give it publicity. Compare the number of books sold in 
the first editions to the later years when there are movies 
about them. Most books have higher sales with movies.”

Annie Cole, a manager at Books-A-Million, discussed 
how the franchising trend is good for business.

“We carry a lot of the merchandise from movies and 
TV shows that started as books. ‘Hunger Games’ is a 
huge one, ‘The Hobbit,’ ‘Twilight,’ etc. BAM [short 
for Books-A-Million] has definitely profited [from the 
franchising], as has any bookstore. We are lucky to be 
able to carry all the extras that other bookstores might not 
have, like the key chains, bags, blankets, etc.,” said Cole.

“I do see the trend continuing—there’s a lot of money 
to be made and it sometimes seems like Hollywood 
is running out of original ideas. I think it is good for 
literature, mainly because people tend to want to read the 
book before the movie ... it gets people to read,” Cole

said.
Not everybody thinks the trend is so good for 

literature, however. Library Director at Northwestern 
Michigan College Tina Ulrich said that now “bad writers 
are writing bad books and producing bad merchandise,” 
and that it is all “motivated by money.” She isn’t opposed 
to all the book series that have been franchised; she 
admits she is a huge “Harry Potter” fan and says the 
books “were great.”

“I was a librarian at Suttons Bay when the first Harry 
Potter book came out and appeared on the New York 
Times Bestseller list. Within a couple years [they] became 
huge and the New York Times had to make a separate 
children’s book list because Harry Potter was dominating 
the list,” Ulrich said. “[The] generation who grew up with 
Harry Potter is more likely to read. I don’t think [the 
movies and merchandise] pull more people into reading, 
maybe a few, but not a hugely significant number.”

While there is clearly a difference of opinion on 
whether or not the franchising of these series is good for 
literature or not, one thing everyone seems to agree on is 
that it will surely continue.

“Hunger Games” fans buy pins and clothes, 
and wait patiently for the next movies to come, and 
“Fifty Shades of Grey” fans are in a fierce battle over 
who should play their beloved main characters on the 
big screen. “Harry Potter” fans can go to The Wizarding 
World of Harry Potter at Universal Orlando Studios and 
buy all sorts of cool things they imagined when they were 
younger. “Twilight” fans buy t-shirts, fangs, and go visit 
the real Forks, WA (the town where the novel takes place) 
to feel like they were part of a love story that entranced 
millions.

Is it the experience of being part of the story that 
brings the fans to spend their precious dollars on movies 
and gadgets from the books they love? Are books moving 
away from pure entertainment and into marketing 
moguls? What will this mean for the future of literature?

We will surely find out, as the end is nowhere in sight.

Come in for 
a test save.

Susan Soffredine Rauser. Agent Total average SaVlllgS Of $480
3760 N US 31 S °

Located directly across from Meijer I'd love to show you some new ways to make your car
and south of Big Boy! insurance dollars work harder.

Traverse City, mi 49684 Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there?
Bus: 231-421-9596 CALL FQR A QU0TE 24/7. .

susan.rauser.u83x@statefarm.com 
Monday-Thursday 8:30AM - 7PM |l*lffiS|*1

Friday 8:30AM - 5PM C*#
Saturday 9:00AM - 4PM JLOLG tO iTTI

0 Fj-'tFxC
Average annual household savings based on national 2010 survey of new policyholders who reported savings by switching to State Farm. 

090115.1 state Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington,iL

The Rest 
Movies, Popcorn, 
Screen ( Sound 

Right Pou/ntou/n!

Make a Date at the State 
Popcorn & Soda Just $2 Each!

Tickets Only $3 or 2 for $5

FOR COMPLETE MOVIE LISTINGS: STATETHEATRETC.ORG or 24-HR HOTLINE 231-947-4800
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