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We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may

Get fit with new 
equiptment and 
membership 
packages
Health is just a step 
in the right direction

Four year 
degree debut
NMC is moving up in the 
educational world

Press photo/SHELBY OSBORNE

Cool weather 
conjours up cool

Stay warm being 
active on these fun

Services Director Jim Bensley (left), confers with Scott Herzog (center), assistant director; and Nicholeen Frusti (right), 
learning coordinator in their new offices in the lower level of West Hall.

NMC's new department reaches out
I GRETCHEN HARNACK

Press Staff Writer

Northwestern Michigan College has historically addressed the needs and concerns of its students and of those in the 
surrounding community.

To further enhance vital services to several key organizations, a newly developed department, Outreach Services, opened its 
doors last week in the lower level of West Hall in the former Upward Bound offices.

Jim Bensley has been named Director of Outreach Services. He said previously that the components of the Military Services, 
High School Services, and International Services departments were handled piecemeal by a variety of different offices.

“This wraps them all together under one department,” he said. “I’m real excited about beginning this position and feel very 
qualified to lead the excellent team we have in place.”

Members of the team include Scott Herzberg, Assistant Director; Nicholeen Frusti, Learning Coordinator; Ann Dane, 
Commitment Program Advisor; and Tobias Gavaldon, VA student representative. All team members have had previous positions at 
NMC.

Bensley, formerly the Director of Admissions, worked with the Dual Enrollment program with area high schools. He led the 
International Program for 10 years, guided more than 30 college and high school student trips around the United States, and as a child 
resided and attended school overseas. Bensley has been teaching World Culture at NMC.

Outreach Services will focus on goals tailored to each of the three integrated groups. For instance, goals for 2012-14 in 
Military Services include increasing academic counseling and advising for current military and veterans; partnering with the U.S. Coast 
Guard to offer course work on site; partnering with the Freshwater Studies and Engineering Tech programs to enhance more learning 
opportunities; developing a Pathways to Educational Success presentations for military groups and charting a chapter of the Student 
Veterans Association at NMC.

The program is considering instituting a campus-wide Veteran’s Day recognition for veterans, and developing an award at 
graduation for service personnel.“We have a definite need of support services for military personnel — tutoring, counseling, advising, 
career planning,” Bensley said. “NMC has excellent support services to help them get connected.”
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OUTREACH continued
Bensley said assisting and supporting military 

personnel (those active or with veteran status) is crucial to 
their success'as students. He cited a study conducted by 
the University of Colorado-Denver which said, “Success 
of veterans returning to college after serving in the 
military is of the 88 perception who enroll, only 3 percent 
[of the 88 percent] graduate.”

Early College is another way Outreach Services 
is branching out to the community. Offering opportunities 
for high school students to get a head start on their 
college education is not a new endeavor for NMC, but 
Bensley and his team want to significantly increase the 
effort that’s being put into it.

The Early College program is being 
implemented this fall at the TBAISD Tech Center on 
Parsons Road, and at Suttons Bay High School. Beginning 
in their sophomore year, students can enroll in classes for 
college credit. Adding on a “Grade 13” allows the student 
to complete an Associate in Science and Arts Degree for 
free with more than 30 academic programs to choose 
from. Currently the program services more than 100 
students.

“Having a central coordinator from the college 
allows us to expand on current programs,” Bensley said.

Developing an enrollment schedule in 
partnership with area high schools—with a goal of having 
Early College students registered and oriented by early 
summer—tops the objective list at Outreach Services.

NORTHWESTERN MICHIGAN COLLEGE

WHITE PINE PRES
X Like us on

Facebook £•

Bensley said they also want to explore implementing 
the Early College model in other schools within NMC’s 
service area.

NMC has been active with the Commitment 
Scholarship Program since 1993. Currently there are 
200 students from 21 different schools in the program. 
The Commitment Scholarship Program is a partnership 
agreement between the college, district schools, students 
with financial need, and their parents. Students must 
exhibit good citizenship, and graduate high school with a 
minimum of a 2.3 GPA. Then they are awarded a tuition 
scholarship to NMC for 64 credits.

“This has been a very successful and award 
winning program,” Bensley said.

Indeed, more than 700 students have 
participated in the program.

Maintaining a cohort of 40 students a year is 
one goal Bensley and his team have set to continue the 
success of the program. They will also oversee contact 
and support services with the current Commitment 
Scholarship Students annually, both on and off campus.

Establishing and promoting Outreach Services 
as a gateway to global citizenry is the target objective for 
International Services.

“In cooperation with faculty and staff at NMC 
we plan to greatly enhance global awareness for our 
students,” Bensley said. “We will be coordinating events, 
speakers and activities revolving around global awareness 
and opportunities.”

Other opportunities include developing a variety 
of short term study-abroad experiences; sponsoring a 
visiting professor by Fall 2013; and beginning work on a 
global competency certification, which will offer familiar 
endorsements for student participation in events and 
offerings at the college, he said.

“We also want to promote offerings at the 
Dennos Museum, the International Affairs forums and 
other local entities engaged in multicultural education,” 
Bensley said. “We will develop a calendar and work with 
faculty, staff and students to develop various prospects.”

Partnering with schools outside of the country 
to research opportunities is another collaborative project 
Outreach Services wants to achieve.

Financial support for Outreach Services comes 
from the Global Opportunities Fund, initiated by NMC 
President Tim Nelson and his wife Nancy last year. At 
that time Nelson said that “students need to understand 
the experiences of other cultures, the values that drive 
decisions and they need to find opportunities to do more 
than just read about that.”

Bensley said he was excited to serve the 
learning needs of the NMC community and hopes to see 
partnerships with other departments, service areas and 
student organizations.

“We’re up and running and we encourage all to 
stop by and share your ideas,” he said.
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what am I going to do? what should I tell
him? how do I get medical care? can I

stay in school? should i keep my baby? 
what about adoption?

We care... and we can help.

For free, confidential 
answers to your questions 
about being pregnant, call 
Child and Family Services at
800.538.9984
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NEWS BRIEFS

I GRETCHEN HARNACK
Press Staff Writer

NMC hosts Fall Transfer Fair
Students contemplating transferring to a four-year school have two opportunities 
to consider options and meet college representatives on Oct. .9. Most Michigan 
public universities will be available to answer transfer questions and give out 
information at the Health and Science Building Welcome Center from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. (No. 7 on the Campus Map). If that time conflicts with schedules, there 
is another opportunity later that same day at the Great Lakes Campus (G on 
Campus Map) from 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Brown Bag Student Lectures begin today
“Passports,” a new brown bag student lecture series sponsored by Outreach 
Services, begins today from noon to 1 p.m., in Founders Hall 110. The series will 
focus on experiences of NMC students with other cultures. Today’s topic includes 
listening to students relate their experiences on a recent study abroad trip to 
Russia.

Dennos to host Blues Boogie Woogie piano players
The Dennos Museum Center will present Bob Seeley and Bob Baldori, blues 
and boogie-woogie piano players on Saturday, Oct. 6 at 8 p.m. in the Milliken 
Auditorium. Seeley is considered one of the greatest boogie-woogie piano players 
and accompanied Sippie Wallace. Baldori played piano and harmonica with Chuck 
Berry for 40 years. Tickets are $25 advance; $28 at the door; $22 for Museum 
members plus a $2 processing fee. Tickets can be purchased by calling the 
museum box office at 231-995-1553 or on line at www.dennosmuseum.org, or at 
www.MyNorthTickets.com or call 1-800-836-0717.

Poets invited to submit original verse
Poets of all ages are invited to enter original works in the Poets’ Night Out 
contest. Entry deadline is Saturday, September 29 at the Traverse Area District 
Library Woodmere Branch, 610 Woodmere Ave. The contest is open to poets 
living in Antrim, Benzie, Grand Traverse, Emmet, Charlevoix, Kalkaska,
Leelanau, Manistee, Missaukee and Wexford counties. Poets may submit up to 
three poems, limited to 32 lines per page, and not longer than 96 lines total.
Poems must be typewritten, and three copies must be provided. The submission 
fee is $10 for the public, $5 for students. Winning poets will be asked to read their 
work at Poets’ Night Out, Nov. 11, at 7 p.m. at the Traverse City Opera House. 
Winning poems will be published in a chapbook. For more information e-mail 
info@poetsnightout.org or call and leave a message at 231-492-0654.

New exhibit highlights local pioneers
History buffs can check out the new exhibit showcasing three area pioneers at the 
History Center, 322 Sixth Street. The exhibit features Emelia Schaub (1891-1995), 
the first female prosecuting attorney in Michigan and longtime advocate of the 
Ottawa and Chippewa Indians. Also displayed is history on Art Duhamel (1924
1992), who was known for his struggles on regaining traditional fishing rights for 
Natives of Grand Traverse Bay and the consequent impact on commercial fishing. 
The first female doctor to practice medicine in Northern Michigan, Dr. Augusta 
Rosenthal Thompson (1859-1954) is also part of the exhibit. Hours are Monday- 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. Admission is $5; children 
under four are free. The exhibit runs until Oct. 25.

Volunteers needed for spooky time
For those with time on their hands, the Grand Traverse Lighthouse, located north 
of Northport, seeks volunteers to help decorate for its Haunted Lighthouse event 
and provide guided tours during October. For more information, call at 231-386
7195 or email gdthse@trito.

Online registration for spring semester begins Oct. 3
Students may begin online registration for the spring semester Wednesday, Oct.
3. Registration times are based on student earned hours. Online-only registration 
Oct. 3, begins at 8 a.m., for those with 60 or more hours; noon for students with 
40 or more earned hours. Students with 25 or more earned credits may begin 
registration on Oct. 4, at 8 a.m., and those with 12 or more earned credits may 
begin at noon. All students may register online or in person on Oct. 5. Students 
who need assistance should contact the Advising Center. Call 231-995-1040 or 
email advising@nmc.edu.

Get fit quick
Fitness center boasts new equipment and membership 
packages

Press photo/CHRISTOPHER LAPIERRE

Pictured above is some of the new cardio equipment added to the recently 
refreshed fitness center, located in the Rajkovich Physical Education Center on 
NMC's Great Lakes Campus.

I ANDREW REED
I Press Staff Writer

NMC’s Fitness Center has gone a 
long time without new equipment, but after 
about three and half years, the NMC Fitness 
Center has finally been updated. A lot of 
the equipment formerly in the center was 
safe and clean, but very outdated. It certainly 
didn’t help that many students didn’t even 
know about the existence of the physical 
education building, either.

If you’ve been into the Fitness 
Center before the big change in late July, 
you’ll see that about 80% of it has changed. 
There’s new resistance training equipment, 
bicycles, and even the older equipment has 
had an overhaul. Two televisions are being 
put up to watch while you’re biking.

Zack Light, the PE Instructor 
running the Fitness Center, said that 
membership has gone up 250%. Certified 
trainers are on staff to help you use the new 
equipment.

Pricing has been made with 
the student budget at mind; four month 
memberships (from September through 
December) are only $50 for current 
academic Students, $100 for Community 
Members, and free for dorm students (it’s

considered part of tuition).
Fall hours of operation have 

doubled as well from last semester, 
increasing from 30 hours per week to 70 
hours per week. Those who want to get 
in before classes now can, with the center 
opening at 6 a.m.

There are several classes that take 
place in the Fitness Center, circuit training 
and weight lifting among them. Light has 
a lot of ideas for potential new classes as 
well. For instance, he’d like to start a Police 
Academy class to condition students for the 
program. Light also said there have been 
talks of a possible 9,000 square foot addition 
to the building, if demand for services 
increases enough.

For those who are interested, the 
Fimess Center offers tours for those who are 
curious about the new equipment.

“The main focus here is working 
out,” said Light. With multiple certified 
trainers on staff, all with a solid heart for 
exercise, the NMC Fitness Center should be 
in for a lot more student appreciation and 
use in these coming months.
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Criminal Justice and 
Information Security & 
Intelligence Open House
Wednesday, October 17
4 pm - 7 pm
University Center Room 204
Stop by this special information session to meet 
with instructors, advisors and current students. 
Learn about a career in IS! and Criminal Justice.

■ Pizza & Beverages

■ Sit in a class with current IS! students at 6pm!

Criminal Justice program launching 
Spring 201 3!

All Programs Open House
Wednesday, October 17
11 am - 3 pm
Health and Science Welcome Center at NMC
Come to our Ferris open house and talk to our friendly 
counselors and admission staff about all of the degree 
options available to you in Traverse City. Learn how your 
Northwestern Michigan College credits can transfer to 
a Ferris degree. See how Ferris works with NMC to 
provide financial aid so you can earn your degree locally 
and affordably.

r
L i Ferris State 

r University
TRAVERSE CITY

NMC
University

Center

For a list of programs offered at Northwestern Michigan College, 
visit ferris.edu/statewide. Call our office at (231) 995-1734 to 
make an appointment with an academic advisor.

-
Offices in the University Center
2200 Dendrinos Drive, Suite 100, Traverse City, Ml 49684 
FerrisNorth@ferris.edu

> *

%

•I



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

September 27, 2012
WHITE PINE PRESS www.whitepinepress.org TECHNOLOGY 05
Technology is instrumental in NMC's new music program
1 JOSEPH KELLER
I Press Staff Writer

On July 23rd NMC’s Board of Directors approved a new audio tech program. 
This program will replace the four music programs previously offered by the college 
in this field, but the new degree is more of a leap than a step toward a comprehensive 
music education. On top of the traditional instruction in areas like singing, music 
theory, and playing musical instruments, it also focuses on the technical side of music 
creation and production. To turn those courses into a full degree, the involved staff 
redesigned everything they had, ultimately submitting 27 courses to the curriculum 
committee.

The University Center has donated its basement to music education, and 
most of the courses taken during this program will take place there. In mid-August 
the equipment and teachers started migrating down into the space. Gear is still being 
ordered to fill the newly repurposed square footage.

This program is made up of 72 credits, somewhat more than the standard 
64. Included courses will be taught by Steve Quick and Michael Hunter. Quick is a 
Mastering Engineer. When he isn’t teaching, he works with recordings that were made 
on reel-to-reel tapes and pulls it into the present for media such as CDs. Hunter is the 
director of Jazz Ensembles, when he isn’t playing for his own band.

Over the course of those 72 credits, every student will have the opportunity 
to participate in one-on-one private lessons. Anything not covered in the overall 
curriculum, the students will be able to explore in these sessions.

The equipment students will learn to use is the same equipment used by the 
industry today. It’s obvious that it’s taken some effort to get the things they will be using. 
Some of the hardware they have ordered to fill the halls of the University Center has yet 
to be released. This means NMC will be among the first in the industry to receive new 
music equipment as it is invented.

Everyone involved spoke to the tremendous response from our student base for 
this program. The first thing Quick said as he entered the meeting room was, “We’ve 
been very busy.” However, all agreed that the hard work was gratifying.

Instead of coming out of this program a button pusher on the assembly line 
of rock ’n’ roll, students will learn to use the technology around today, along with the 
technology that is going to exist tomorrow. The program aims to fill students with a 
fundamental understanding of the elements of sound, so that whatever music becomes, 
they can still use their knowledge to find work.

Photos courtesy/NORTHWESTERN MICHIGAN COLLEGE
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There’s an extra perk to this degree, one that benefits not just musicians, but 
photographers, editors, sound designers, visual effects students, and multimedia artists. 
At the point where technology and the arts meet, Apple Inc. is a big name. They make 
much of the hardware and software the industry runs on today. While working to 
create the Audio Tech degree, NMC collaborated with Apple, and the institution is 
now qualified to teach the Logic audio application. This opens the door for instructors 
to become certified to teach any of Apple’s professional software tools, including 
Aperture, Final Cut Pro, Motion, and DVD Studio Pro. This new status is important to 
the college as a whole, affecting photographers and film majors alike. NMC is the only 
institution in the state of Michigan offering this certification. This will likely serve to 
bring new students in from all over Michigan.
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Fall into autumn fun with
Northern Michigan has many seasonal

Photos taken by Shelby Osborne

Gallagher’s Farm Market & Corn Maze
7237 M-72 West, 3.5 miles west of Traverse City on M-72. 
Phone: (231) 947-1689 Website: gallaghersfarmmarkettc.com 
Features: Corn maze, pumpkin patch, petting zoo 
Hours: Daily 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Open until Oct. 31.

Jacob’s Corn Maze
7100 East Traverse Highway (M-72 West) 3.5 miles west of 
Traverse City Phone: (231) 632-6293 Website: jacobs-corn- 
maze.com/corn_maze.htm
Features: Three separate mazes, half-acre pumpkin patch 
Hours: Fri.: 5-9 p.m., Sat.: 1-9 p.m., and Sun.: 1-7 p.m., until 
Oct. 31

The Corn Maze at Gill’s Pier
5620 N. Manitou Trail (M-22), Northport. Next to Gill’s 
Pier Vineyard and Winery.
Phone: (231) 632-2676
Website: gillspier.com/thecornmazeatgillspier.html Features: 
Corn maze, wine tasting
Hours: Sun.—Thurs.: 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., Fri.—Sat.: 11 a.m.-lO 
p.m.

Old Mission Corn Maze
3765 Old Mission Road Phone: (231) 883-8337 Website:
oldmissioncornmaze.com
Features: Corn maze, pumpkin patch
Hours: Thurs.-Sun.: 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. through Oct. 31.

Autumn is here, which means 
approaching and summer's ba 
fading away fast. Don't let tha1 
nothing left to do in Traverse ( 
time of farmers' markets and c 
are a few places to check out v 
rather be at the beach.
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abundant activities
things for your enjoyment

... ..... ; S ■

Hoxsie Orchards
6620 East M-72, Williamsburg 
Phone: (231) 267-9087
Features: Corn maze, hay rides, pumpkin patch, u-pick apples

Ranch Rudolf
6841 Brown Bridge Rd. (off Garfield Rd.)
Phone: (231) 947-9529
Website: ranchrudolf.com
Features: Horseback riding tours and activities

Rennie Orchards
11221 Munro Rd., Williamsburg 
Phone: (231) 264-8387 
Website: rennieorchards.com
Features: Miniature cottages, hale bale mazes, cornfield/ 
sunflower maze, hayrides, tours, apple wagon 
Hours: 10 a.m.-6 p.m., daily.

Pahl’s Pumpkin Patch
7310 Zue Road, Buckley
Phone: (231) 269-4400 or (231) 620-1242
Website: pahlspumpkinpatch.com
Features: Pumpkin patch, corn maze, hay rides, pony rides 
and farm animals
Hours: 10 a.m. — 6:30 p.m., to Oct. 31.

that the harvest is 
Imy temperatures are 

: make you think there's 
zity, though—now is the 
:ornfield mazes. Here 
vhen you think you'd
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Presidential debates: Shake hands and 
come out acting NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

Wednesday marks the 52nd anniversary of the first televised presi
dential candidate debate, between John F. Kennedy and Richard M.
Nixon. It’s a dubious distinction. Although there’s every indication that 
debates matter in voter selection of a candidate, such rhetorical confron
tations are poor indicators of future leadership.

By any reasonable standard, debates are won on form and rarely on 
substance. In the pre-microphone age of American politics, he who had 
the booming voice had the decided edge, as evidenced in the 1858 U.S. 
Senate race debates in Illinois between Stephen Douglas and Abraham 
Lincoln.

Lincoln had a “shrill, piping, squeaking and unpleasant” voice, ac
cording to his law partner. Douglas, after 15 years in Congress, was the 
more skilled public speaker, energetically roaming the platform with ges
tures and colorful language sure to capture the attention of local audienc
es. After seven debates, Douglas won the Senate seat. And had debates 
been continued on a presidential level two years later, Douglas may well 
have emerged as the 16th president.

Those of us who grew up with debating as an essential part of our 
high school curriculum recognize that debates don’t measure leadership 
skills. They measure the ability to think quickly and speak coherently.
The more prepared and articulate the speaker, with honed theatrical skills 
(in terms of eye contact, sincerity and, when appropriate, gestures and 
humor), the more likely he emerges the victor. It does not matter whether 
a debater presents the better argument _ or, more important, has the lead
ership ability outside the debate forum to carry out his argument.

The situation becomes more serious in presidential debates, as re
flected by polls that suggest likability and good acting, and egregious slips 
of the tongue, matter to voters in deciding the winner. Of course, the real 
litmus test of leadership has little to do with such traits and gaffes. Lead
ership, whether in private or public activities, includes negotiating skills, 
having a vision and the ability to carry it out, and other characteristics that 
result in a record that can be evaluated.

In 1960, TV reinforced the thesis that form is more important than 
substance. Kennedy appeared rested and vigorous, in sharp contrast to 
Nixon’s tired, sweaty and worn look, irrespective of the arguments they 
espoused. Radio listeners, in fact, gave Nixon the edge.

To be sure, evaluating presidential leadership in terms of a candi
date’s negotiating skills and record is also difficult. But there were no TV 
debates in 1964, 1968 and 1972, among the most turbulent times in our 
history, and the country survived. And it’s little wonder that in 1980 Ron
ald Reagan fared so well in his debates. 1 le was, after all, an actor quire 
skilled in speech and dramatic nuance.

What is worse today is the media absurdity preceding the debates 
that mars objectivity, as illustrated by a (INN poll conducted this month 
asking respondents to pick a debate winner. Then there’s the problem, il
lustrated by past debates, of audiences that can’t be controlled in terms 
of fairness to both candidates, moderators who can’t really enforce the 
rime limits and counter-responses and, perhaps worst of all, can’t require 
that the candidates answer the specific question asked. On top of that, 
there’s the ever-present matter of bias in terms of the questions asked.

So how docs the average American make a reasoned judgment on a 
candidate’s leadership skills and record? The same way that has punctu
ated our history since the era of Andrew Jackson: through campaign ap
pearances and advertising. And in a presidential race that could end up 
with an estimated $6-billion price tag, voters will have plenty of opportu
nities to weigh the evidence.

Perfect? No. But debates are more flawed as a critical component 
of how voters reach a final decision. And for some Americans, the three 
presidential debates, with the first one on Oct. 3, may be irrelevant. The 
District of Columbia and 32 states have early voting by mail or in person. 
Voting in North Carolina started Sept. 6, and as of last Sunday, 602 bal
lots had been returned to election officials.

ABOUT THE WRITER
Thomas V. DiBacco is a historian and professor emeritus at American 

University in Washington. He wrote this for the Los Angeles Times.

Dear readers,

Here we are at week five of the academic year, and all of our changes are finally setting in.
The trees seem to understand as they undergo their own change, slowly lighting up in a flare of color 
as autumn approaches.

The simple fact is that change never stops. We like to think it does, but it aloofly ignores 
us and skips on by, whether we pay it heed or not. As we work for our classes and jobs, this 
becomes more prominent, and we see what we usually passively (or, let’s be honest, sometimes 
actively) overlook. This has affected us on the staff as much as it has affected you, and it has been 
simultaneously exhilarating and terrifying, but mostly frustrating.

If we wish to reap the most from our education, however, we must learn to embrace the 
dynamic nature of what we’re living through. Trees are shedding their old leaves, birds are migrating, 
animals make new burrows or prepare for hibernation. In the meantime, we learn, and ponder, and 
come together for events like the upcoming elections. It isn’t always particularly fun—it often feels just 
the opposite—but it’s worthwhile. We’re here at NMC for a reason; let’s not undermine our efforts by 
resisting the transformations that learning can bring.

As always, read and enjoy. Embrace your changes, and if you think the world changed when 
you weren’t looking and want to know what happened, we’ll do our best to fill in the gaps for you.

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts 
letters to the editor from members of the 
college and community. Letters should 
be less than 400 words, typewritten, and 
signed with your name, address and phone 
number. Letters may be edited for clarity, 
grammar, spelling and length. Opinions ex
pressed are not necessarily those of The 
White Pine Press staff or any college em
ployee.

MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press 
Letters to the Editor 
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686 

EMAIL: whitepmepress@gmail.com 

FAX: (231) 995-2110
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Whats your favorite thing about fall?
"The colors, the natural beauty."
—Sgt. Kyle KennedyMarine Recruiter

"The leaves—when they change color."
—Makayla Wernersecond-year student, pre-med

"Football."
—Landon Meggisonthird-year student, science & arts

"The food, the spices— Thanksgiving."
—Kayla Gaudenfirst-year student, exercise science/ nutrition

"I love the apple cider.”
—Blaine Andersonfirst-year student, visual communications

Rotten Apple
Corporate bullying at its best

I NICHOLAS WALSH
Press Staff WriterEveryone has their own experience with brands, and maybe the biggest brand people like to associate themselves with is Apple Inc. Apple has put out some of the coolest products, like Macbooks, iPhones, and iPads. Whenever they release a new product there is ahuge media firestorm, like with the new iPhone 5 recently.

Steve Jobs was iconic—maybe the greatest entrepreneur of 
our time—and the products he helped put out had a huge impact 
in the music business and in our culture. Apple is the biggest 
company. Applets the American company. Apple has built up 
this huge reputation of a cool, cutting-edge company leading the 
way for innovation so that people consider them on a different 
level than their competitors. Their fan base is huge—it’s gotten 
to the point that when somebody insults the company, they are 
somehow insulting the consumer too. Hell, even when Steve 
Jobs died back in 2011, he received a Grammy—and for what?
It wasn’t for the song “Sound of Silence,” but for revolutionizing
music! Why not give a Grammy to the guy who invented the CD? I’m not 
complaining because the company puts out amazing stuff, but I think it’s 
crazy to idolize them like the American public does. Enough is enough! For 
a company that attracts people with innovation, their recent practice of suing

competition is anything but innovative. And they keep releasing iPhones with 
most of the same features, but with a longer screen. Maybe they should have 
put a face recognition application on their iPhones like the Samsung Galaxy 

S3? They have the patent—why not? It almost looks <e they 
are filing patents on technology they don’t even have yet. “Oh, 
Google has a cool new gadget called Google Glass which is like 
a wearable computer on your face. Let’s get the patent first and 
then sue them when they release it.” No wonder you see Google 
buying patents from IBM and Motorola, because competitors like 
Apple and Microsoft have an arsenal of similar patents they use 
as weapons in the fight for ownership rights. Apple is practically 
a little kid who can’t get what they want, so they throw a hissy 
fit. Apple is suing Samsung over “rounded corners” and “edge 
to edge glass” similarities. That is ridiculous! These patents in 
questions are not uniquely innovative. With this logic it would be 
OK for a car company to sue their competition because they have 

four wheels on their vehicles. Apple is practicing a business model that is 
not competitive, but destructive; they’re aiming to knock out the competition. 
We need a competitive market that will continue to spur technological 
advancement.
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The struggle for power in Michigan: Voters versus big money
Why your vote is more important than ever, part 2

MUSINGS OF 
A LADY

■
 EMILY MAGNER

Press Columnist

We have entered a season of change—after a 
long, thirsty summer, mother nature offers us one last 
burst of exuberant colors before she gently changes her 
preference to palettes that eventually leave us bundled up 
under a layer of fine white snow.

This year, fall is different than last because it 
brings with it more than just brightly colored leaves. It’s 
voting season, and the leaves are changing.

With the 99% movement celebrating its first 
birthday, many suspect that we will see a higher voter 
turnout from demographics who may have, in the past, 
flirted with the occasional apathetic tendency.

People are waking up, one by one, to the 
idea that our elected officials should be working for 
us, not against us, and certainly not for private interest 
groups. Michigan voters have been watching with great 
despair the sad song and dance Michigan’s lawmakers have 
been performing. We have been watching long enough, 
in fact, that we are finally able see the strings attached to 
their actions. Perhaps if we look more closely yet we will 
be able to determine who is pulling those strings.

In Michigan, it has never been more important 
to cast your vote. Maybe you have heard rumblings 
amongst voters about billionaires and private corporations 
funding bills and politicians, thus dictating laws and 
policies taking effect in America. Do the Koch brothers 
ring any bells?

Charles and David Koch, together, are the third 
wealthiest people in the world. The Koch brothers have 
been the powerhouses and bank accounts behind the 
radical Tea Party movement that among many topics 
(ranging from women’s health to the tossing out of pro
environmental laws and legislation) have focused on 
sponsoring state representative and senator campaigns 
across the country who will promise to vote down tax 
increases on corporations or the wealthy.

The Coch brothers are businessmen after all— 
each of them is worth around $25 billion dollars. Koch 
industries is an oil refining, chemical, paper product and 
financial service company that pulls in more than $100 
billion a year. It is no wonder that they have a strict policy

of drafting laws that remove both environmental and 
financial regulations. At the end of the day, to this uber- 
rich duo, this game is just business as usual.
Maybe you haven’t heard of the Koch brothers. Many 
haven’t. These power-crazed juggernauts prefer it that way. 
They prefer to do their work in quiet solitude, away from 
the public eye. They invest through kind and friendly 
sounding “committees” throughout communities in 
America.

Committees like the Michigan Alliance for 
Prosperity, a group that has poured nearly two million 
dollars into Proposal 5, or the Michigan Taxation 
Amendment (one of the six proposals we will be voting 
on in Michigan this November). Proposal 5 could vastly 
and fundamentally alter our state’s politics, giving a small 
group of legislators the ability to block laws that the

majority of legislators support. This would essentially 
put Michigan’s government in a gridlock. Corruption 
is at our doorstep in the form of proposals that are 
markedly indifferent to the needs of Michigan citizens and 
communities. We have the Koch brothers to thank for 
this.

In the last round of congressional elections, the 
Koch puppeteers and their scary rich cronies injected our 
political system with what is estimated to be a minimum 
of $40 million, effectively swinging the power in the US 
House into the hands of their Tea Party puppets.
Though many wish this was merely a scary story told 
around the campfire to frighten young children, this is real 
life.

We can no longer pretend that overwhelming 
corruption like this does not impact us in our 
communities.
On the Michigan ballot, we will have the opportunity to 
vote for elected officials to represent us, as well as six ballot 
proposals that range from our right to have collective 
bargaining agreements (thank you unions, by the way, for

bringing us weekends) to Proposal 1, the proposal that 
226,000 Michiganders around the state signed a petition 
to get on the ballot so they could have the opportunity to 
vote it down.

The disastrous Emergency Financial Manager 
law, or Public Act 4, gave Governor Snyder the right 
to do away with our locally elected representative 
government in exchange for unaccountable and overpaid 
Emergency Managers who then dictate the needs of our 
most vulnerable communities. Thanks to the hard work 
of grassroots efforts across the state to gather petition 
signatures, we will now have the opportunity to oppose 
these anti-democratic laws on the ballot this November.
To find out more about the important issues that will 
change the social and political landscape of our future 
in Michigan, check out The League of Women Voters 
website (www.lwvmi.org/) for a nonpartisan look at what 
will be on the ballot this season.

We require lawmakers who care about the needs 
of the people in their districts, who will vote based on 
the needs of their constituents and what is best for those 
communities—not officials who only wait for directions 
and talking points from their affiliated party or financial 
backer. We need to elect officials who will put the people 
before their party.

We need to elect officials who will put the people 
before their party. This election we will have that very 
opportunity—start researching your local candidates now. 
There are some inspiring options, so do your homework. 
Answer this question: are you registered to vote? The 
deadline for voter registration for the November 6th 
election is coming right up on October 9th. If you aren’t 
yet registered or need more information on absentee 
voting, check out www.Michigan.gov/vote for more 
information.

It has never been more important to educate 
yourself, to think critically, to not buy into flashy 
advertising about issues facing our country—seek out 
nonpartisan views on issues.

There are corrupt legislators and creepy 
billionaires alike who would love to see people buying 
into their game...there are those who would prefer that the 
poor, the elderly, and young NOT cast their votes.
You know what they say—if the 99% votes, then the 
1 % has a whole lot less power. Let us stand together in 
support of representative government. Get registered, and 
let’s rock vote this season.
Your vote matters now more than ever.

<>C><XXXXX><XXXXXXX>
The pathway to your future begins at Grand Valley in Traverse City!
Wherever you’ve been, wherever you’re going, Grand Valley State University in Traverse City will help get you where you want to be.
• Start fresh or use previously earned college credits • Take classes close to where you work and live
• Convenient evening, hybrid, and online courses • Small class sizes mean personalized attention ©SraiEUNiVERsrrY.
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WHITE TIGER MARTIAL ARTS
ARTS AT ITS BEST

• KENPO 
.KUNG FU
• NINJA
. FITNESS 
■ CLASSES

I MATHIEU ST. CHARLES
Press staff writer

White Tiger Martial Arts will be hosting a sword 
class on the 13 th of October. The class will take 
place at the White Tiger dojo on Eighth Street, 
classes are from 1 lam-lpm. Master Adkins will 
be teaching samurai swordsmanship in a two- 
hour class. The lesson in swordsmanship teaches

more than just physical movement; philosophy 
and etiquette will be taught as well. Registration 
for the class, which will cost $150 and includes 
a katana and a bokken practice sword, is due by 
October 4. If interested in taking lessons contact 
Master Adkins at (231)313-6900.

MOVIE REVIEW: The Night of the Hunter

The leaves are starting to die and the air is 
chilling. Blockbusters have come and gone with the 
vibrancy of summer. What better time to cozy up with 
a sinister tale of evil and corruption? Such is the 1955 
all-American classic The Night of the Hunter. The film 
stars Robert Mitchum as the titular character, Reverend 
Harry Powell, a commanding preacher armed with 
switchblade knife and draconian Biblical morality. But 
just what is he hunting? The punishing pontiff is on a 
(self-proclaimed) mission from the almighty to track 
down a vast and stolen fortune, hidden away in a sleepy 
Midwestern town. He hears of its whereabouts while in 
prison for grand theft auto, his cell mate just happening 
to be the man sentenced to hang for stealing and stashing 
the money, though he would sooner die than reveal its 
location. However, the holy man does manage to track 
down another keeper of the secret: the condemned thief’s 
only son.

As he, in his own insidious eyes, has been 
divinely appointed to possess the loot—allegedly to start 
a tabernacle—Powell will not be intimidated by mortal

hindrance. This leads to a dastardly scheme of marrying 
the executed prisoner’s widow in an attempt to con her 
boy out of his knowledge.

Once these sordid intentions become clear, the 
film takes the shape of an all-out battle of wills between 
Rev. Powell and the stalwart child, culminating in a 
nightmarish downriver chase. The experience begins as a 
menacing tale; one with a truly pungent air of fear. But as 
the fairytale-like prologue states, “Fear is only a dream.”
So we have The Night of the Hunter: the dreamiest of all 
horror films, wont to haunt, bound to dazzle. You’ll never 
look at shadows the same way again. Shelly Winters and 
silent film star Lilian Gish co-star, film critic and novelist 
James Agee wrote the screenplay, and actor Charles 
Laughton—of The Hunchback of Notre Dame fame— 
directs this, his only effort behind the camera.

The Night of the Hunter is currently available to 
watch instantly on Netflix.
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The J.H. Rogers Observatory features a Cassegrain reflector, which uses a combination of a parabolic reflector and a hyperbolic 
second mirror, working much like a car headlight.

Astronomy Club reaches for the stars and beyond

1 2 FEATURE

I GRETCHEN HARNACK
Press Staff Writer

Students interested in star gazing or planetary observation may want to check 
out NMC’s Astronomy Club. The club meets the first Saturday of the month at 8:30 
p.m., at the J.H. Rogers Observatory, 1753 Birmley Road. This short meeting precedes a 
9 p.m. open house for public viewing. The next meeting and open house is Oct. 5.

Students from the NMC Astronomy Club and Grand Traverse Astronomical 
Society (GTAS) host these opportunities to stargaze in order to expose more people 
to astronomy. Each session offers a different program. Student members operate 
the telescope; make presentations, answer questions and point-out objects in the sky, 
according to Jerry Dobek, NMC’s astronomy instructor and club advisor.

The Observatory is positioned on a hill 843 feet above sea level and located 
about six miles south of town, which helps avoid view obstruction from city lights.
Since its inception, more than 100,000 people have attended public viewing nights. 
Because of its location observers have a better opportunity to see greater distances that 
other larger observatories in metro areas.

Out of all the bigger universities, we get to see quite a bit more because of our 
location,” said Astronomy member Troy Wilson. “We don’t have all the light pollution 
up here.”

The J.H. Rogers Observatory contains a dome, telescope and darkroom. Its 
construct ion allows astronomy classes to be taught as provide an educational program 
for community groups.
Jon Heckl is seeking a degree in aerospace engineering and is a member of the 
Astronomy Club. He said the Observatory features a Cassegrain reflector which uses 
a combination of a parabolic reflector and a hyperbolic second mirror that works the

same way as a vehicle’s.
“Telescopes aren’t about magnification; it’s about how much light you can 

gather,” Ryan Byers, another member, said.
Some of the sights seen at the Rogers Observatory include some of Jupiter’s 72 moons, 
specifically those in the Galilean group like Io, Callisto and Europa.
“We can see craters on the moon that are about a kilometer wide in great detail,” Heckl 
said. “We’ve seen solar flares and sun spots, and distant stars light years away.”

Named after the late Joseph H. Rogers, a former instructor who envisioned a 
permanent location for NMC’s “portable” telescope, the observatory came to fruition 
completely from public donations.

The Astronomical Association is a group of students and community 
members from the NMC Astronomy Department that are giving back to the 
community. Promoting lifelong learning and playing a role in the community are just 
two of the Astronomy Clubs goals. Recent activities hosted by the GTAS include 
stargazing at the Sleeping Bear Sand Dunes and watching the transit of Venus at the 
Open Space. The club uses a 25-inch Dobson telescope for viewing and invites the 
pubEc to experience the views of space.

“There is so much we can learn from space,” Heckl said. “People need to 
understand what astronomy has brought us in terms of research from NASA.”
The Astronomy Club is seeking interested and inquisitive students to-sign up for their 
group. Please contact Jerry Dobek if you’re interested in joining. He can be reached at 
jdobek@nmc.edu.
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