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On January 8, 2011, in Ethiopia’s capital 
city of Addis Ababa, ten runners will set 
out to run an ultramarathon. The event, 
titled the Run Across Ethiopia, aims to 
raise money for education in Ethiopia. The 
marathon has been organized and planned by 
the nonprofit organization, On the Ground.

Runners will traverse approximately 250 
miles over the course of the event, roughly 
25 miles a day for ten consecutive days. 
There is little rest and no way to say, “I just 
don’t feel up to it today.” Essentially the 
participating runners will be running ten 
marathons in a row.

Chris Treter is a board member of On 
the Ground, as well as co-founder and 
co-president of Higher Grounds Trading 
Company ofTraverse City. Treter will take 
part in the Run Across Ethiopia as one of. 
the runners in this massive test of human 
endurance, but has also been integral to the 
planning of the run.

“Ultramarathons are pretty much the 
national sport of Ethiopia, so it seemed like 
a natural choice,” said Treter. “Being able to 
run that distance and just seeing all of the

people who live in those 250 miles. They are 
all really supportive over there. Some will 
run with you for a while or they will clap as 
you run past them. It’s great.”

The Ethiopians have not been the only 
supportive force behind the Run Across 
Ethiopia. Traverse City as a whole has shown 
a willingness to think globally as Chris 
detailed reaction to the run. “It has been very 
favorable as more people hear about it, there 
have been 400 different people who have 
donated so far.”

As more and more people hear about 
the run, the number of participants will 
likely grow. Events have already been held to 
raise funds for thecause. In early October, 
the Run For Ethiopia, a 5-Kilometer fund
raising run, helped alleviate some of the 
expenses of the trip.

The training for an ultra marathon 
appears to be as intense as the ultra
marathon itself. Having an elevation of 
over eight-thousand feet at points of the 
route, the course will be a challenge for the 
volunteers no matter what preparations or 
training participants use.

One of the participants, Hans Voss, 
executive director of the Michigan Land 
Use Institute, said of the intense preparations 
“training consists of hundreds of hours on long, 
grueling runs.” The runners will certainly find 
themselves on the edge of exasperation on their 
expedition across Ethiopia.

The goal of the Run Across Ethiopia 
is not as simple as getting from point A 
to point B. The goal of the entire project 
spreads far beyond geographic limitations. 
The goal of the Run Across Ethiopia is to 
expand the perspective of the community 
that we live in.

Awareness has been raised. With every 
cup of coffee bought in the spirit of free 
trade, the consumer supports the rights of 
the farmer. This has been the mission of the 
fair trade movement.

The Run Across Ethiopia’s goal is not yet 
met and the battle is not yet over. There is so 
much to be done yet so little required for the 
eventual goal to be realized.

If you would like to donate to the 
cause or would like to know more, go to 
onthegroundglobal.org.
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Lulu's Sirens Hall to host scholarship dinner for culinary 
students
On Dec. 5, Lulus Siren Hall will be the site of a dinner that will award five scholarships 
to Great Lakes Culinary Institute students. The'dinner will be a five-course meal. Each 
course will be prepared by a different culinary student. The contestants will be judged on 
preparation and service with the winner receiving a $500 scholarship. The other four students 
will receive a $250 scholarship. Dinner tickets are $40 and the reception will begin at 4 p.m. 
with dinner following at 5 p.m. Drinks and gratuity are not included. For more information 
call (231) 264-606 or visit www.nmc.edu/lobdells.

Traverse City Veteran Memorial relocates
Traverse City’s Veterans’ Memorial has been moved from the corner of Bayshore Drive 
and Division Street to Eleventh Street and Elmwood Drive. The opening ceremony for the 
new location was held on Veterans’ Day. Relocating monuments from the old site to their 
new location is phase one of a three phase project. Phase two entails moving three more 
monuments which are being temporarily kept at the Traverse City Veterans’ of Foreign Wars 
Hall. Jack Pickard, President of the Grand Traverse Area Veterans Coalition (GTAVC), has 
overseen the new memorial’s development and hopes to have phase two completed by spring 
2011. Phase three will ultimately involve developing a structure with indoor plumbing and 
electricity. Funding for the new site was raised by the GTAVC and will be maintained by the 
City of Traverse City.

Attention all metalheads
Ban Durk and Jesse Jefferson, Traverse City sound artists, are in search of highly devoted, 
experienced musicians who can tear up the stage with face-melting solos, bone-chilling bass 
runs, and earth-quaking drum beats for an all-new, all-original metal project. Auditions for 
guitarists, bassists, and drummers, will be held Saturday, Dec. 4, at 1:30 p.m. in room FI02 
of the Okerstrom Fine Arts Building on the NMC campus.

Erratum: Improperly credited article
In the last issue of the WPP we mistakenly credited our “Fresh Water Studies” article on page 
3 to Anna Grabowski, when in fact the article was written by staff writer Brianna Bodary. The 
WPP offers our sincerest apologies to Brianna.

The 2010 Northern Michigan Great Lakes Culinary 
Institute Ginger Bread Competition took place on Nov. 
13 at the Great Lakes Culinary Institute located inside NMC's 
Hagerty Center.

NORTHWESTERN MICHIGAN COLLEGE

WHITE PINE PRESS
Some competitors used this venue to present their 
final culinary projects for the semester.
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14th Annual Poets’ Night Out
■ MADDY MESA
1 Press Staff Writer

Poets of all kinds gathered Sunday, Nov. 14, at the 
City Opera House for the 14th Annual Poets’ Night Out 
(PNO). Having covered this event last year for the White 
Pine Press, I was excited to attend again for a night of 
great poetry.

Much like last year, PNO was a success. Over 400 poems 
were sent in from around the region but only 25 are chosen 
each year. The mood was prime, the audience was great and 
the poets were wonderful. Paul Stebleton, the night’s emcee, 
kicked off the event with a few poems of his own, including a 
humorous poem about Brisde Palin being on “Dancing with 
the Stars.”

Next was the Audience Prize Competition, where poets 
read their poems. After, the audience voted for their 
favorite one. Author, essayist, organic farmer and first 
time Poets’ Night Out participant, Michael Darigan was 
the first one to read his poem. Darigan was very excited to 
have his poem chosen for the event.

“It’s the first time I’ve ever sent out a poem anywhere,” 
said Darigan, a writer for fifteen years. “It’s a real gratifying 
experience for sure.”

Second time Poets’ Night Out attendee, Alyssa Hart 
read her poem titled “Weather — A Villanelle.” Hart had 
good things to say about this year’s event.

“It’s awesome,” said Hart. “Lots of good people here.”
In addition to the deep and meaningful poems, there

were also some humorous numbers. One such poem was 
written by local eighth grader, Nicholas Suminski whose 
poem “The Writer” expressed any young students’ feeling 
about the agony of writing a paragraph essay on deadline.

“I think it’s pretty cool,” said Suminski, when asked 
about being one of the 25 poets chosen to read at this 
event. Pretty cool, considering Suminski received the most 
votes for his poem, and won one of Audience Prizes: the 
Book-O-Rama Audience Prize.

"H's the first time I've ever sent out a poem 
anywhere. It's a real gratifying experience 

for sure."

Michael Darigan, 
a writer for fifteen years

After a brief intermission and a little music, jurors Chris 
Bazzett and Ron Russell stepped up to the podium to 
recite a few of their poems. Then it was time for the 
Juried Poetry Prizes. As it was with the Audience Prize 
participants, each poet who read was well received by the 
audience, and each poem was filled with emotion.

The poets who read at PNO are not professionals. Yet

when each one steps up to the microphone and reads their 
work, it sails though the room.

Aaron Lardie and Donna Olendorf won the Traverse 
Area District Library (TADL) Friend’s Prizes while Aly 
Sarafa and Danny Rothschild won the TADL Trustee 
Prizes. Student Prizes went out to Sydney Klavon, Allie 
Andriese and Will Tomazewski for his poem “Abe Lincoln 
Making Pancakes.” The Martha Vreeland Prize, which 
honors the woman who wrote the grant that started Poet’s 
Night Out, went to Marcy Branski. Ryan Whiteford won 
the Clark & Walter Prize for his poem “Aquatic Nobility” 
which he said was “inspired by drugs and a special woman 
that came into my life.” Delali Ayivor won the Charles 
Opple Prize and Rob Astor received the Horizon Book 
Prize. As for the other Audience Prize, there was a tie.
Shanti Bhuyan and Elaine McIntosh shared the Kyle 
Sonneman Audience Prize, a very special prize donated by 
the Sonneman Family in Kyle’s memory.

The evening closed with committee member and event 
organizer, Sandy Robey, giving words of inspiration.

“We’re going for twenty years,” said Robey. “I just love 
it. There are so many people who come.”

Robey has a request to ask of the students of NMC: 
.“They need to squeeze in some poetry between those 
papers and enter.”

Computer repairs that won't drive you MAD
Picture this scenario: you accidentally click the wrong 

link on the web for Valentine’s Day. Instead of Bighugs. 
com you got Bigjugs.com. Before you know it, your 
computer’s been hijacketkby a virus and you can’t even 
access the hard drive to back up the data. Your next step is 
to call a local professional.

TECHNO
BABBLE
ITOMAUCH

Press Staff Columnist

Over the past decade, I have been to a dozen or more 
local shops that fix computers. I am tired of having to 
pay a minimum $80 to $100 fee just for someone to look 
at my machine. I can get a brand new system for peanuts 
these days; it’s hard to justify the expense. Saving all the 
data and files is of the utmost importance, so most of us 
byte the bullet so to speak.

Mad Mike, also known as Mike Tusan, opened his 
computer sales and repair business adjacent to the college 
earlier this year with a goal that sounds somewhat generic. 
“Giving good value and say what you’re going to do.”
So far he’s following up on his word.

To start with, his rates are far less than the competition. 
If you have some simple problems, you can get in and out 
of there for $20 to $30. He also seems to pride himself on 
giving back to the community.

He gives a 50 percent discount or completely free 
service to police officers, fireman, military personnel and 
veterans. Tusan says it’s a small way he can give back to the 
men and women serving our country.

“I look at this place like a ministry—trying to help 
others that have been ripped off or the underprivileged,” 
said Tusan.

“Just the other day, a woman came in after she bought 
overpriced computer accessories in town that failed. They 
charged her $100, which I sold to her for $40. I could 
tell that she was down on her luck when her credit card 
declined the charge. We eventually cleared $ 15 to the 
card. She scrounged up $ 10 in loose change and we called 
it square. She rewarded me with a big hug after shedding a 
few tears.”

Tusan’s original plan was to open a gaming center along 
with his computer business. “I just couldn’t stomach the 
idea of a room full of $2000, high-end computers and 
then charging $5 an hour to play the games. I haven’t 
completely abandoned the idea though.”

In addition to sales and service he will offer training and 
consulting services to the public. “Buy all your parts, dirt 
cheap online (i.e. TigerDirect.com), bring them to me and 
I’ll assemble them for a nominal fee.”

He also offers training classes for youths (or college 
students). Bring in the parts or buy them through me and 
we’ll assemble a computer, together, on my workbench 
using all my tools. “It’s a great learning experience for 
anyone and could pay off in a career someday.”

If you don’t see Mad Mike on a TV, you can find him 
online at madmikes.com.
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Cheers and Jeers
Cheers
Cheers to 14-year-old student Graeme Taylor, who 
defended his suspended teacher’s actions. Howell, 

f Michigan teacher Jay McDowell was suspended for
L telling a student to remove her confederate flag belt

buckle, and for throwing two students out of his 
classroom after a “heated debate” on gay rights.

Taylor’s speech was insightful and shocking. He spoke of 
early attempts at suicide after being bullied for being gay. The 
young student also reflected on Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
speech, discussing the importance of a world where one is “judged 
by the content of his character.” His words had resounding power, 
and his stance was strong. Taylor presented his argument to the 
Howell school board. Cheers for having the courage it took to 
speak up.

Cheers to the Muenster, Germany courts, who banned a 
man from tattooing his pony with a Rolling Stones logo earlier 
this month. The pony’s owner claimed that he wanted to make 
his animal “more unique and beautiful.” It was a suspicious 
business registration request that led the court to believe he wanted 
to open a “tattoo service for animals.” Courts ruled that the man’s 
intentions direcdy violated animal rights protection laws. They 
stated that making the pony “more beautiful” was no justification 
for causing it unnecessary pain. Animal rights protection laws clearly 
state that “tattooing warm-blooded vertebrates” is stricdy prohibited. 
Unfortunately, German laws do not seem to cover less furry friends.

GUARANTEED

PURE

POOP
FERTILIZER

Jeers
a J Jeers to Councilman Michael Wolfensohn of New 
™ * York. Wolfensohn called police recently, to report two

fl ■

f individuals selling baked goods in the park without 
a vending license. The culprits were 13-year-old

boys, Andrew DeMarchis and Kevin Graff. Wolfensohn did not 
confront the boys himself before resorting to calling local law 
enforcement. The two entrepreneurs were selling cupcakes when a 
police officer arrived to shut down the unlawful business venture. 
According to DeMarchis’ mother, the officer said that he was 
“Sorry to have to do this, but he was following up on a report filed 
over the phone by a Town Board member.” The boys were shut 
down, thanks to the less-than-heroic Michael Wolfensohn, who 
apparently has nothing better to do than prowl parks for outlaw 
bake sales.

Many jeers to the audience who attended a presentation 
put on by Bill Nye on Nov 16, at the University of Southern 
California. The beloved “Science Guy” collapsed on stage in front 
of hundreds of people—who promptly proceeded to pull out their 
cell phones and tweet about the incident. Rather than rising to the 
TV personality’s aid, or even dialing 911, students in the crowd 
informed the rest of the world of what they were witnessing. One 
student in attendance even had the audacity to tell the Los Angeles 
Times about how “bizarre” it was that no one attempted to help. 
While Nye lay on the ground, frantic onlookers raced to update 
their twitter status.

Jeers to Kristina Ross, the Idaho woman accused of 
impersonating a physician and performing “breast exams” in a 
nightclub. Ross approached her victims separately, and introduced 
herself as Berlyn Aussieahshowna, claiming to be a plastic 
surgeon. They became convinced, according to reports, by her 
vast medical knowledge. Ross also gave out the phone number of 
an actual plastic surgeons office. Employees of the office became 
suspicious when they began receiving calls attempting to confirm 
appointments with a Dr. Aussieahshowna.

Boise police were notified, and Ross was later arrested.
Jeers to Ross for her obvious crimes. Additional jeers to the women 
who had neither the foresight nor the common sense to suspect foul 
play for the dance floor feel-ups.
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MADE FROM HUNDREDS 
OF GEORGEW BUSH’S 
"DECISION POINTS"

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts 
letters to the editor from members of the 
college and community. Letters should 
be less than 400 words, typewritten, and 
signed with your name, address and phone 
number. Letters may be edited for clarity, 
grammar, spelling and length. Opinions ex
pressed are not necessarily those of The 
White Pine Press staff or any college em
ployee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686

BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 

BY FAX: (231)995-2110
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What are you doing over Thanksgiving break?
"Going back home and pigging 
out. Enjoying time to relax!"

La'el Nelson, 20,
Culinary

"Going to grandma's 
house, eating some good 
food!"

Dylan Jones, 21,
Visual Communication

"Going and seeing my 
dad and grandma in 
Atlanta, Ml."

Bryan Howard, 22,
Nursing

"Heading up north to 
Mackinac Island to visit 
family, ride my bicycle and 
eat lots of food."

Desiree Nordstrand, 20,
Art Education

"Spending Thanksgiving Day 
with my parents and then going 
to my boyfriend's parents' and 
grandparents'."

Syphony Zac, 20,
Computer Support Specialist

"Going home with family 
and eating some good 
home-cooked food, not 
from the cafe."

Davon Williams, 19,
Nursing

SOUND BVTES Be green on Black Friday!
THE
B-W0RD

■ BRANDY BRAY
Press Staff Columnist

"We all have a responsibility where appropriate,"
CHARLIE CRIST, outgoing Florida Governor. Crist wants 
to pardon the late Doors front man, Jim Morrison, who 
was convicted of exposing himself at a 1968 concert in 
Miami, usatoday.com, 11/17/2010.

"These white dwarfs have gone through a dramatic 
weight loss program," CARLOS ALLENDE PRIETO of 
the Instituto de Astrofisica de Canarias in Spain. Prieto 
was referring to two small binary stars whose distance 
from one another has grown dangerously small. As a 
result of their close proximity, each star's tidal bulges 
have become so large actual pieces of matter are being 
ripped from each star's surface, depleting the stars' 
masses. Astronomy Now, 11/17/2010.

"If you touch my junk, I will have you arrested,"
California Resident JOHN TYNER before boarding a plane 
in San Diego. Tyner was not happy about having to be 
frisked. New X-ray scanners are being implemented at 
airports across the country, those unwilling to submit 
to scans must instead undergo full-body pat downs. 
yahoonews.com, 11/17/2010.

"You can accuse a bishop in Boston of bastardry, 
but that don't mean he did anything. You can get 
a ham sandwich and indict it, but that don't mean 
the ham sandwich was guilty of anything, except 
being a bad ham sandwich." Attorney Cowboy BOB 
CLARK in defense of his client Eric Easley of Mobile, AL. 
Easley has been charged with animal cruelty for allegedly 
sexually assaulting a horse and has retained Cowboy 
Bob's legal services, msnbc.com, 11/17/2010.

"Excuse me, but this is not about you. It's supposed 
to be about my friend, and if you can't do that, 
maybe you should let someone else speak!" TONY 
DANZA at famed crime author Philip Carlo's funeral.
Danza interrupted the priest's eulogy because he felt too 
much was being said about God and not enough about 
Carlo, nypost.com, 11/17/2010.

For many people, Thanksgiving directly 
coincides with Black Friday. I have never 
participated in Black Friday events mainly because 
I have a low tolerance for such activities. Camping 
out in parking lots, standing in line for 12 to 15 
hours, and behaving archaically is not how I like 
to start my day. I do understand the appeal of 
getting great bargains on things we would, not 
normally purchase. However, the day after we have 
given thanks for all we have, I wonder if anyone is 
thinking about how they could be giving back to 
their communities or the environment?

I would like to think that when people are out 
purchasing new and better versions of last year’s 
items, they are also considering donating the older 
versions. I know we cannot stop the vicious cycle 
of consumerism . I have accepted this, but I think 
we can attempt to offset our usage by donating and 
recycling. Black Friday is just one “holiday” that 
this would work perfectly for. Christmas is another 
ideal time for donating items that you know will 
be replaced or forgotten once all the presents get 
opened. If the new item being purchased is not 
replacing an old item, try donating something else. 
It would be great, for not just cutting down on 
clutter but also for giving back.

Every year, when school starts, a friend of 
mine raids the house and clears out toys and 
gadgets that she knows her four children will not 
miss. These items are donated and the kids never 
notice that anything is missing. If shoppers did 
the same thing before Black Friday, imagine the 
items that would be donated to our local donation 
centers. Even better, what if, as a family, people 
went through their houses and decided what things 
to donate? For every toy or gadget that your child

receives, have them put one into a “donation box” 
and do the same thing for clothes. Not only will 
you be doing something good for your community 
but think of what your children will gain from the 
experience; it will allow them realize that helping 
other people makes them feel good and that our 
possessions do not dictate who we are.

Donations have the ability to impact more 
lives than we realize. With the recession going on, 
monetary donations are down across the country.
I realize holidays are known for their ubiquitous 
theme encouraging charitable giving so this may 
all seem a bit redundant, however, if just one more 
person donates this year then I will feel like we are 
moving in the right direction.

Another ever-present theme lately is, “going 
green” and what better time than the holidays 
to make it a point to be more environmentally 
conscience. Try purchasing items that are not 
overly packaged. Recycle the bottles from your 
holiday parties, and come up with creative ways 
to wrap presents by using shiny aluminum foil, 
old maps or cartoons from the paper for kids’ 
presents, and utilize reusable bags instead of 
wrapping paper. Re-gifting is another great way to 
be environmentally conscience, plus it justifies re- 
gifting without feeling bad.

There are plenty of things we can do year 
round in order to help the environment and 
ourselves—the holidays just seem like a good time 
to start. .Making it a point to get your recycle bins 
in place before the holiday season may make it 
easier for them to become a permanent fixture in 
your house. The more often we do something, like 
putting the glass bottles in the blue bin, the easier 
and more automatic it will become.
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I BRANDY BRAY ■ WAYNE BOSSORY
■ Press Staff Columnist ■ Press Staff Columnist

BRAY BOSSORY
The great immigration race

The great recession is causing people to pick up their lives 
and move across the country in order to seek out better 
opportunities for themselves and their families. However, 
an increasing portion of our population is trying to keep 
their heads above water. Americans are having a hard 
time acquiring the American dream yet we continue to 
perpetuate the idea that others can come here and achieve it.

Unemployment rates are at the highest that they have 
ever been—more than 6 million people have been out of 
work for 27 weeks or more. Our government is having a 
hard time taking care of the current population without the 
added impact of over 1 million immigrants that, according 
to the Census, have been granted legal residence each year 
from 2005 to 2009. That number does not include the 
influx of illegal immigrants. According to the Department 
of Homeland Security, from 2005 to 2009, collectively, 
border patrol, investigations, and detention and removal 
operations successfully deported close to 5 million illegal 
aliens.

The problems go beyond unemployment rates though.
In 2009, 14.3 percent of all US citizens were living in 
poverty. Out of 310 million people, 14.3 percent is a large 
number living in poverty. According to the US department 
of Health and Human Services, in order to be considered 
in poverty a single persons poverty threshold is $10,830.

In August, USA Today reported that one in six Americans 
utilize some form of antipoverty assistance and that these 
programs are continuing to expand to meet the growing 
needs. With the poverty threshold being close to $5000 
less than what a person would make on minimum wage,
I can see why there is a growing need for the anti-poverty 
assistance programs.

The Legatum Prosperity Index gives the US an overall 
ranking of 10. Legatum ranks 110 countries “according 
to their overall abilities to foster drivers of prosperity.” We 
have also been ranked number 14 under the subcategory 
of “Economy.” An overall ranking of 10 and an economic 
ranking of 14 may not seem that bad but are we not 
supposed to be a “Superpower”? With these numbers can 
we really still be considered a “Superpower” and continue to 
promise wealth and opportunities to people?

We no longer have the opportunities to offer new 
immigrants coming into the US—we do not even have 
opportunities to offer US born citizens or immigrants that 
have been here. I am not against immigration. However, I 
do not believe we can successfully support an onslaught of 
new citizens at a rate of 1 million a year. We are the melting 
pot of the world for a reason but I feel like it is time to put 
the lid on and let things simmer for a while before adding 
more ingredients.

what am I going to do? what should I tell
him? how do I get medical care? can I

stay in school? should i keep my baby? 
what about adoption?

Child & Family Services
of Northwestern Michigan

There is a reason people risk life and limb 
to come to America. We offer freedom and 
opportunity that can’t be found anywhere else.

Imagine living in a country where drug lords 
ruled the streets, where police officers are dragged 
outside and shot, where birthday parties are 
interrupted by gangs of gunmen who shoot to 
kill, as was reported in one story on the New 
York Times Web page. The houses are pieces of 
tin stacked atop one another, and people struggle 
to find food to eat. Now imagine a country to 
the north where these horrible things just don’t 
happen: a place where even the poorest people 
always have the opportunity for food, shelter, 
and security. Wouldn’t you want the opportunity 
to bring your family north to this place called 
America?

America is a land of immigrants. Our country 
is only 234 years old. That means even if 
your family was here when the Declaration 
of Independence was signed, assuming one 
generation every 20 years, your family has been 
here for no more than 11 or 12 generations. This 
is “our” country, but we should keep in mind 
that most of us are here because someone in our 
family wanted a new beginning. Let’s not forget 
how fortunate we are to be citizens of this great 
country.

For some reason, we’ve developed the idea that 
because we were born here, we are the only ones 
who have the right to live here. While I agree that 
being born in America makes one an American,
I don’t understand why we think it should be so 
difficult for others to join us. We don’t just say 
“no.” We currently spend an enormous amount 
of money on border security. We are building a 
fence all the way from the Gulf of Mexico to the 
Pacific Ocean. And why? Are we trying to keep 
terrorists out? I’m sure if a terrorist wanted to get 
here, all they would have to do is approach from 
the North. Are we scared that immigrants will 
take over? How exactly can immigrants take over a 
country made up of immigrants?

We as Americans really need to consider 
loosening our borders. We should make it easy 
for someone to live here if that’s what’s wanted. 
Let’s set up realistic standards. If someone wants 
to live here, it is required to learn the language.
If you have a criminal record, sorry but you can’t 
join us. If someone can meet these standards, 
give them a tax ID number and let them live and 
work in this incredible society. Immigrants will 
contribute by sharing in the workload, paying 
taxes, and spending the money they make in the 
local economy.

We should all be thankful that our country is so 
prosperous that even in our “hard times” people 
from other countries are desperate to live the lives 
we do.

Strengthening the Fabric of the Family Since 1937
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Don’t look up?
More like don’t look at all!

Rent it or 
Forget it

“Eat Pray Love” out on DVD Nov. 23

■
 TYLER MARTIN

Press Staff Writer

The Brothers Straus bring us “Skyline,” a film so 
bad that even the science fiction channel wouldn’t take it!

“Skyline” is about a group of friends who wake 
up from a night of partying, only to see an alien 
invasion that starts with a flash of blue light that 
attracts people like moths, then engulfs them.

Can this group of friends 
make it out of the city 
alive? Who knows and 
quite frankly, who cares?
I suspected from the trailer 
that this film was not going 
to be good, since it feels 
like the directors were 
ripping off “Independence 
Day” and a little bit of 
“Cloverfield” as well. It ends 
up leaving nothing new or 
creative to the science-fiction 
invasion genre.

The actors are just flat 
out bad. None of them 
were likable because they 
have nothing to work 
with due to the fact that 
the script sucks. I’m not 
kidding; this film made me
laugh so many times. There is a scene where they 
look out the window. Through the blinds and one 
of the people in the group sees a massive amount 
of destruction from an alien. He closes the blind 
and says to the others, “There’s something out 
there.”

I just sat there and laughed. And then a girl in the 
group says, “I’m calling the police.” I nearly fell out of 
my chair! I mean come on; it’s an alien invasion!

I couldn’t really care less about this group or

whether or not they survive.
This is the second film brought to us by the

Brothers Straus. Their first film was “Aliens vs. 
Predator; Requiem” which I liked watching (in 
fast-forward mode). They started out in the 
special effects department and then they decided 

to move into the 
directing role. What 
these “directors” like 
to do is take what they 
loved in theaters and 
then re-hash it instead 
of bringing something 
new to the table. In 
short, they are fanboys. 
The special effects 

are the only good 
thing about this film.
I could tell that this is 
where all the money 
in the budget went! 
Still, the special effects 

are not worth it; you 
might as well wait until 
it comes out on DVD 
and Blu-ray.
“Skyline” is by far the

worst science fiction film I have seen this year.
DO NOT GO SEE THIS FILM!

■
 MEGHAN GOULDER

Press Staff Writer

“Eat Pray Love” is about Elizabeth Gilbert (Julia Roberts), a 
modern woman who is at a crossroads in her life. She decides to step 
out of her comfort zone and take a year-long sabbatical so that she 
can rediscover and reconnect with her true inner self. She embarks 
on this journey around the world and it truly becomes a life
changing quest for self-discovery.

In her travels, she discovers the true pleasure of nourishment 
by eating wonderful food with new friends in Italy; in India she 
discovers the power of prayer, and finally she finds inner peace and 
the balance of true love in Bali.

The movie is based on the memoir of Elizabeth Gilbert, the 
2-006 New York Times Best-Seller. If you enjoyed the book, you will 
probably like this movie. Also if you like traveling, foreign foods and 
Julia Roberts this film is a must-see.

☆☆☆☆

Rated PG-13 for brief strong language, some sexual references and 
male rear nuditv.

.__
_
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Our Movie Goers Special 
Makes a Great Holiday Gift

PICK A DAY. TAKE A FRIEND. 
ONLY $149. NO BLACKOUTS.

A great gift for employees, staff, 
bosses, colleagues and friends!

Movie Goers Special includes:
• 2 Entrees up to a
• 2 Choices of Potato $50 value*
• 2 Soft Drinks
• 2 Movie Ticket Vouchers**

*Specialty dishes included for a nominal charge

Movie ticket vouchers good for full admission price 
at Grand Traverse Mali Cinemas,

Horizon Cinemas and the State Theatre downtown

Crystal Mountain Resort and Spa’s Pick-a-Day Pass gets you 
unlimited skiing and riding on the same day each week, all 
season long - with no blackout dates. You choose the day 
(excludes Saturdays).
Plus, receive one FREE Open-to-Close lift ticket for a friend.
On sale now at
crystalmountain.com/pickaday.
Hurry, offer ends November 30th!

C RY S TA L
Mountain

, SESORT&SPA
CRYSTALMOUNTAiN.COM | 800.YOUR.MTN

(231) 935-4441
located across from the movie theater Inside Grand Traverse Mall
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■
 TYLER MARTIN

Press Staff Writer

This just in! “Morning Glory” 
definitely worth seeing!

Rachel McAdams stars in “Morning Glory,” directed by 
Roger Michell (“Notting Hill”).

This film offers something new in the romantic-comedy 
genre. The story is creative and produces genuine laughs, 
which makes this a pretty special film to see.

When TV Producer Becky Fuller (Rachel McAdams) 
gets fired from her job she ends up having to her take a 
job with another news station that is practically a dump.

Because the station is number four in the city of New 
York she decides to help by hiring a legendary anchor, 
Mike Pomeroy (Harrison Ford).

However, Pomeroy is difficult to work with. He refuses to 
do even the most basic stuff that most morning news does 
on a daily basis and he’s constantly fighting with co-anchor, 
Colleen Peck (Diane Keaton).

Becky finds love at her new job with fellow producer, 
Adam Bennett (Patrick Wilson). However, soon the show 
starts to crumble, and Becky is struggling to save her career, 
her relationship with Bennett and her reputation.

This film is genuine and fun, especially the scenes with 
Harrison Ford and Diane Keaton fighting back and forth.

Speaking of Harrison Ford, he steals the show with his 
performance. This movie reminded me what a great actor he is.

Diane Keaton’s performance as a typical morning

newscaster was great. She made me laugh so hard, 
especially when she kissed a frog!

Morning Glory does fall into some of the typical 
romantic comedy tropes that we are used to seeing, but 
not enough to make you roll your eyes.

Bottom line, this film is pretty awesome, and definitely 
made up for the disaster known as “Skyline.”

iWiisis
i: # ■ j «

On the outside “Morning Glory” seems like just a typical 
rom-com, but it is actually a smart, funny film definitely 
worth paying full price to see.

Did you know you can earn your bachelor's degree right here on the NMC 
campus? Ferris partners with your local community college to provide a 
quality education at an affordable price. Our 2+2 and 3+1 programs 
are set up so that you take two or three years of NMC courses 
and one or two years of Ferris courses. The overall cost of
your degree is low because you pay the community
college tuition rate and Ferris' public university z/Z * **' ■ i
tuition rate-. Financial aid is also available for both ,/z zjpbi* 
the Ferris and community college classes. z-'' .

NEW!

Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Business

HOTEL
MANAGEMENT

Now at
b. NMC! J

Visit our local office to find out more

Ferris State 
University
TRAVERSE CITY 
Imagine- More-

2200 Dendrinos Or., Suite 100 ■ Traverse City, Ml 49684 ■ Phone: (231) 995 
FerrisNortn@ferris.edu ■ www.ferris.edu/offcampus
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