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We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may

Combat mission ends
Life after Iraq begins

■ CHLOE BOUDJALIS
Press Editor-in-Chief

The United States officially ended its combat mission in 
Iraq last month. Colleges across the nation are likely to see a 
rise in veteran students attending classes.

Students who have served in the military often find that 
the transition to civilian life can be a challenge. They must 
readapt to walking around unarmed, remaining calm in large 
crowds, and thinking like civilians again.

“I actually pulled over once when I saw a car with its 
hood open on the side of a bridge,” said Caleb Nelson, an 
army veteran and NMC student. “This was right when I got 
back. I pulled over, and looked back at the bridge and there 
was a guy fishing. And I just thought ‘what am I thinking?’”

CALEB NELSON Iraq War vet now 
studies political science at NMC.

Often, serving in the military alters one’s perspective. Stu
dents who return from service quickly realize their lives back 
home are not the same.

“I told my commander within two weeks of being [in the 
U.S.] that I wanted to go back to Iraq,” said Nelson. “You’re 
over there for so long that it becomes real. Life here be
comes a dream. You get an insight of what really matters be
tween life and death, then you come back to things that don’t 
really matter...like picking out what type of cereal you want.”

As more veterans return home the support they receive

• See IRAQ on page 2
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RENOVATIONS CONTINUE ON THE AERO PARK LABORATORY located at NMC's 
remote Aero Park campus. The project began this spring and should be ready for classes in 
January. The facility will house classrooms for Construction Technology, Aviation, Automotive 
Technology and Renewable Energy courses. Renovation costs total $1.2 million and will 
include the installation of a wind turbine.

4-Year Degrees at NMC?
■ ZACH NITZKIN

Press Managing Editor

Proposed legislation could allow Michigan’s com
munity colleges to offer bachelor’s degrees in a variety 
of disciplines. Currently bachelor degrees cannot be of
fered at these schools per state regulation.

The proposed modifications to the Michigan Com
munity College Act would provide all of Michigan’s 
community colleges with the option of offering bachelor 
degrees in Cement Technology, Nursing, Nuclear Tech
nology, Maritime Technology and a small number of 
other specialized programs. These changes to Michigan’s 
education system are not without precedent:
17 other states have already adopted similar laws.

“This bill will ultimately allow NMC to better meet 
the educational needs of the region,” said NMC Direc
tor of Public Relations Paul Heaton.

NMC President Timothy Nelson has been a strong 
advocate for the new legislation. In recent weeks and

NEW FILMS FOR 
FALL PI 2

months Nelson has spent time in Lansing lobbying state 
legislators to pass the bill. Heaton said Nelson hopes the 
new legislation will allow NMC to better meet the local 
needs of Munson Medical Center and the Maritime 
Academy by offering bachelor degrees pertinent to these 
institutions.

The bill will not afford Michigan’s community col
leges the opportunity to offer as many baccalaureate 
programs as the University of Michigan or Grand Valley 
State University. (Most community colleges do not have 
the logistical means to do so anyway). However, accord
ing to Heaton, this could be a step towards elevating 
NMC and other community colleges around the state 
into the upper echelon of public education institutions 
by broadening the programs offered on these campuses.

The bill would bring new types of degrees to locales 
once incapable of offering such opportunities. Addition-

• See DEGREE on page 3
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NMC enrollment takes another big leap
NMC ushers in another new year with a major influx in enrollment. For the Fall 
2010 semester, total enrollment has reached a mark of 5,440 students. That is a 7.21 
percent increase from last fall. Additionally, the total number of credit hours is up 
6.21 percent from this time last year. As many students are already aware, campus 
parking has been a concern as in years past. With the recent growth in the student 
body, school officials have been forced to take steps towards accommodating the 
large number of vehicles visiting campus each day. NMC has acquired an additional 
300 spots in a new temporary lot at a cost of $38,000.

A "green" class hits traverse city
Starting this fall, Little Artshram will begin offering a Permaculture course. Located 
at the state hospital, the aim is to begin incorporating in the Grand Traverse region 
some of the techniques that have allowed communities all over the country to 
become more “green.” In teaching local residents about green architecture and 
renewable energy, Permaculture aims to help facilitate community-wide change. The 
class lasts six months and will meet one weekend each month. For more information 
visit www.littleartshram.org.

TC chamber announces opposition to proposal 1
The Traverse City Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors has voted to 
oppose Proposal 1 in this Novembers election. Proposal 1 would amend the city’s 
charter and give the City Commission exclusive control over Traverse City Light and 
Power’s operations. Amongst its reasons for opposition, the TC Chamber’s Board 
of Directors claim “Proposal 1 would cause uncertainty in customers’ rates, fees, 
services and taxes” and that it “would politicize energy planning.” Proposal 1 was 
placed on the ballot after an active campaign led by former Traverse City Mayor 
Margaret Dodd. Proposal 1 will appear on the general election ballot for the City of 
Traverse City on November 2.
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IRAQ continued
also increases. Veteran support groups 

are likely to rise in numbers. However, sup
port groups are not the only source for 
help.

“I came to college and everyone was 
talking about how difficult it is, but then 
I realized how easy it was,” said Matt 
Judas, who served in both Afghanistan 
and Iraq. He is currently studying art at 
NMC. “Comparatively, it’s easy. I’ve been 
gassed 10 times in one day. After that it’s

like ‘well, school wasn’t so hard.’”
The connection between veterans

is unique. Few others can relate to a mili
tary experience.

“You come back, and you look at the 
world differently,” Nelson said. “And the 
more people like that who come to NMC, 
the more I’ll be there for them and I hope 
they’ll be there for me.”

9TH INFANTRY REGIMENT, 4TH BRIGADE 2ND 
INFANTRY DIVISION, Drives from Baghdad to Kuwait.

Washington Post Photo-LEI LA FADEL

IRAQ SHIITES 
MOURNERS pay
their respects to fighters 
and supporters of cleric 
Muqtada al-Sadr buried in 
a cemetery near Najaf, Iraq. 
Even as the United States is 
about to declare the end of 
its combat mission in Iraq, 
armed groups still see U.S. 
troops as combatants.

White Pine Press 
welcomes comments, 
suggestions, ideas for 
news stories and 
calendar items.
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IRAQ TROOPS Sgt
1st Class Salvador Murillo, 
left, and 1st Sgt. Marcos 
Hernandez take attendance 
before the U.S. combat 
soldiers leave Baghdad for 
Kuwait.
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Academy by offering bachelor degrees 
pertinent to these institutions.
The bill will not afford Michigan’s com
munity colleges the opportunity to offer 
as many baccalaureate programs as the 
University of Michigan or Grand Val
ley State University. (Most community 
colleges do not have the logistical means 
to do so anyway). However, according 
to Heaton, this could be a step towards 
elevating NMC and other community 
colleges around the state into the upper 
echelon of public education institutions 
by broadening the programs offered on 
these campuses.

The bill would bring new types of 
degrees to locales once incapable of of
fering such opportunities. Additionally, 
the competition created by having more 
schools offering similar programs will 
force down some of the costs incurred 
by students. Often times people who 
have already entered the work force are 
rendered incapable of pursuing degrees 
beyond those offered by their local com
munity colleges because of responsibili
ties like children and mortgages.

Having the option of attaining a 
bachelor’s degree right here in Traverse 
City could be the difference between 
continuing school or entering the work 
force. For some, though, graduating 
from a more notable school is more at
tractive.

“I would still want to go somewhere 
that is more widely known,” said NMC 
student Evan Coddington.

As of this printing the legislation is 
in a holding pattern.

“We really need to get the bill off 
the House floor soon with the impend
ing lame duck session this fall,” said 
Mike Hansen of the Michigan Commu
nity College Association.

With impending budget issues and 
this fall’s elections right around the cor
ner, supporters of the bill fear not get
ting the issue through the Michigan 
House of Representatives soon may 
spell danger for the bill said Hansen.

The State of Michigan currently has 
28 community colleges offering associ
ates degrees and certificates in a variety 
of disciplines.

Need your news 
online?

Check out
www.whitepinepress.org

The Adjunct Experience
IMADDY MESA

Press Staff Writer

NMC has been experiencing another 
record high enrollment this semester. With 
more people losing their jobs and the weak 
economy, more and more people are going 
back to school to receive an education in 
hopes of a finding a better job.

With all these new students comes 
new faculty to teach them. The White 
Pine Press caught up with some of the new 
adjunct faculty and asked: What brought 
you to NMC?

Michael Rutledge, an Adjunct History 
instructor, has spent 22 years in the army 
living all over the world. Yet, he said, 
Traverse City is the best place in the world 
to live. When the opportunity arose to 
work at NMC, Rutledge jumped at it.

“I am also a self-professed history 
geek,” said Rutledge. “And any opportunity 
I can get a captive audience to talk about 
history with, I take it!”

For Mary Beaudry, a new Adjunct 
Nursing instructor, joining the NMC 
Faculty was very exciting since she loves 
working with students. Beaudry is also 
currently working on her master’s degree in 
nursing education.

Kenneth Foster moved here six years 
ago from Chicago where he taught college 
and graduate school as an adjunct for many

ebrary makes NMC debut
■ STEPHANIE DELANO DAVIS

Special to the Press

Did you know Osterlin Library doubled 
its collection size over the summer? These 
books are not in the library stacks, though. 
Making use of some grant funding,
NMC’s Osterlin Library has joined 
universities like MSU in providing 
access to academic ebooks 24/7 
through the new ebrary.

Osterlin’s ebrary subscription is 
a collection of 50,000 books—real 
books that exist in paper—that have 
been digitized and made available to 
NMC students and faculty through 
Osterlin Library’s website, 
ebrary includes books on many 
college subjects: business and 
economics, computers, technology 
and engineering, humanities, life 
and physical science, and social and
behavioral sciences. While ebrary includes 
some novels and fiction titles, the focus is 
primarily on nonfiction materials—books 
students can use to complete research 
assignments.

With an NMC and password, users 
have access to this collection of books from 
anywhere there is internet access. Users 
can browse the ebrary collection, view and 
search the entire text, makes notes, and 
print pages from the books.

years. “I also taught high school years ago,” 
said Foster. “I have my own consulting firm 
here in TC and found that I really wanted 
to get back in the classroom.”

Foster got the call from NMC this fall. 
“I honestly didn’t know much about NMC 
until recently and am really enjoying the 
students and the faculty,” Foster said. “It 
is wonderful to be back in the classroom. I 
didn’t realize how much I missed it.”

Dr. Rick Sanok, a new Adjunct 
Psychology instructor, said that after a 
career in clinical and school psychology he 
decided to return to teaching.

“NMC is like the heart of our 
northern Michigan experience,” said 
Sanok. “My favorite teaching experience 
has always been opening the eyes of 
students to the world of human behavior.
It is stimulating and thought provoking 
to discover why people do what they do. 
Why do they feel the way they do? Why 
do they act the way they do? Questions 
such as these have challenged thinkers for 
thousands of years.”

David Hosier, an Adjunct Computer 
Instructor, has a more personal connection 
to NMC.

“The thing that brought me to NMC 
is all the professors that I had while I was

“This will be a great help to our online 
students and people who don’t have a lot 
of time to spend on campus,” said Osterlin 
Library Director Tina Ulrich.

Using ebrary is simple. You can find books 
in ebrary by searching Osterlin’s online 
catalog, http://www.nmc.edu/library.
The catalog searches books, ebooks, and 
government documents all at once. Once 
find an ebook you want to use, the URL 
provided takes users to the full-text of the book.

No special reader, like a Kindle or iPad, 
is needed to view the books. When a book 
pulls up in ebrary it looks exactly like its 
print counterpart. Users can move from

a student at NMC,” said Hosier. “All of 
the professors that I had exhibited a high 
level of knowledge, unbelievable amounts 
of patience and most importantly they all 
care about their students. Since I started, 
it is these attributes, and the personal 
relationships that have formed with my 
fellow colleagues that have kept me here, 
and make me want to stay as long as they 
will have me.”

Vince Maloney, reflecting on 
ten years as an Adjunct English and 
Communications instructor, said he 
moved to Traverse City because the 
location best suited his ex-wife’s disability. 
“I had closed my law office downstate,” 
said Maloney. “I needed employment prior 
to opening my Traverse City law office 
and an adjunct position was open to teach 
English 111. I applied, got the job and 
discovered I liked teaching part-time.”

Nathan Butler, an Adjunct Math 
teacher, agreed. “Traverse City is my home 
town. My family and friends are all here,” 
said Butler. “And I enjoy the geographical 
features of the area. I knew I wanted to 
teach at a college, but also live in TC, and 
NMC fits that goal perfectly!”

page-to- page one at a time or quickly 
move through the book using the Table of 
Contents.

Once a book is opened in an internet 
browser, users have the option of creating 
an account of their own and placing 
individual books on a personal bookshelf. 
And if a user creates an account, then any 
item placed on the bookshelf remains on 
the shelf - readily available on every login. 
Students can also highlight, make notes, 
and even share their bookshelf with others. 
“The best part of subscribing to ebary for 
me is the thrill of being able to make twice 
as many books available to our students,” 
said Ulrich. “I’m hoping that the incidence 
of those ‘I-can’t-find -anything-on-that’ 
questions goes way down this semester!” 
Students enrolled in ENG 111 and ENG 
112 will automatically receive instruction 
on using ebrary. “Now NMC students 
can use books as well as articles from 
scholarly journals no matter where they are 
studying,” said Ulrich concludes. “You can 
use our electronic resources, get help on the 
24/7 chat reference, and turn in your paper 
by emailing it to your instructor no matter 
what time it is or where you happen to be.”
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The B-Word FROM THE SOURCE'S MO
By MATT TOMLINSON Press Staff Writer

■ BR1ANNA BODARY
™ Press Staff Writer

This month, NMC Student Group VOX: Voices for Planned 
Parenthood held a two-day event called “The B-Word” at the In
side Out Gallery in Traverse City highlighting issues of gender, 
sexuality and body image. Part of the activities included a drag show, 
movie screening, art exhibit and a concert promoting body image.

“These events inform people who are otherwise uniformed 
about the issues concerning women’s reproductive rights and sex 
education,” said Katrina Holdorph, a VOX member, “while pro
viding a fun atmosphere for anyone who is interested.”

VOX is a pro-choice group on campus that works to educate 
people about generative issues and sexual health education. The group 
started at NMC five years ago by Jaime Bell and Emily Magner.

This was VOX’s first time holding “The B-Word.” The intent 
was to help promote positive body image.

“People often concentrate so much on our imperfections; our 
goal was to create a moment to admire ourselves,” said VOX Co- 
President Emily Magner.

Three guest speakers, Brian Simerson, Janna Deering, and 
Megan Zapinski, gave talks on misconceptions and stigmas regard
ing homosexuality, sexual education, the definition of HIV/Aids, 
and body image.

“Teens are so worried about how society perceives them, in
stead of how they perceive themselves,” said Mike Diduch, a drag 
show participant. “This event is important for college students be
cause they are very concerned with how they look. It’s a big part of 
who they are; this [event] increases the awareness that it’s okay to 
be who you are.”

The decision to hold the event at the Inside Out Gallery was in
tended to give students on campus the ability to experience a dif
ferent area of Traverse City as well as meet new people away from 
the school. VOX wanted to encourage students to branch out in 
the community.

“As a parent, it’s hard to discuss comprehensive sexual educa
tion,” said Shannon O’Brian. “It’s good to have people in schools 
showing awareness. This [event] is good to show students it is okay 
to be yourself. And to know they’re not alone.”

VOX is open for anyone who wants to join, and is not limited 
to only students. O’Brian has decided to join the VOX group.

Magner, who spent all summer helping plan the event, was thrilled 
by the huge turnout of over 150 people for the art exhibit and concert.

“We deal with real issues that affect everybody, issues of stigma, 
discrimination and sexuality. If we don’t talk about it, nothing will 
change,” Magner said.

VOX events are held both on and off campus to provide ad
vocacy and exposure for everyone. VOX at NMC aims to cre
ate an environment for students to really learn. It also helps teach 
life skills, such as advertising and writing press releases. Part of 
the learning experience includes travelling and joining other VOX 
groups around the State, with opportunities to meet state repre
sentatives and governors to stand up for women’s rights by making 
their voices heard in a public forum.

VOX groups are set up on college campuses across the coun
try to organize public events, inform their peers and support their 
local Planned Parenthood health centers.

“It is designed to build a nationwide network of young activ
ists by educating teens and college students about Planned Parent
hood medical and educational services and mobilizing them to 
join our national advocacy campaigns,” said Magner. “Joining any 
student group is a great way to have fun and make friends. This 
year we have a really great core group, and we have several new 
members. It has been a ton of fun so far.”

To learn more visit www.ppwnm.org and www.myspace.com/voxtc.

Environmental pioneer joins 
NMC Community

An Interview with Stephanie Mills
Stephanie Mills has made 
a career out of being a 
lifelong environmentalist 
and author. Her newest 
book On Gandhi’s Path:
Bob Swanns Work for Peace 
and Community Economics 
came out this past spring.
Mills has been recognized 
as Environmentalist of 
the Year by the Northern 
Michigan Environmental
Action Council. She is also a Fellow of the Post 
Carbon Institute. This fall, Mills joined the NMC 
community as an adjunct faculty member. Mills sat 
down with the White Pine Press to talk about this 
new step in her life and how it coincides with other 
choices she has made.

WPP: What classes are you currently teaching at 
NMC?

Mills: I am currently teaching one section of 
English 111.

WPP: How was the position of being an adjunct 
faculty member made available to you?

Mills: My work in the world of literature [...] and 
because of the high percentage of new enrollment 
the college had to hire lots of adjunct faculty.

WPP: How has your work as an author
contributed to the way you teach the class?

Mills: Hopefully it will bring about a new 
approach to the teaching style of literature. I would 
really like to transmit the love of the written word 
to my students and how writing really is a great 
adventure in the explorative process of the world.

WPP: Are you available to include your work with 
the Post Carbon Institute or the Transition Town 
movement with your teachings?

Mills: As long as the material fits the class I am 
open to using it. I would like to incorporate the 
work of the Bioneers conference into the classroom 
somehow as well as potentially something about food 
and farming.

WPP: In your college commencement speech, you 
said that you would forego having children due to 
the harrowing effects overpopulation bears on our 
planet. Do you believe that we are seeing some of 
the effects of overpopulation in recent times? And 
what is your advice to students who will have to 
coincide with and potentially work to negate these 
effects?

Mills: Of course we are seeing these effects 
currently, with increased pollution, depletion of non
renewable resources, and sprawl of urban centers and 
driven patterns of land use. Population is all based 
on needs and technology, so a distinct number isn’t 
a reality... Luckily for us there is a humane way for

population to dwindle. There is 
education and information on 
the subject: from a biological 
standpoint no organism can 
infinitely grow without some 
sort of natural occurrence 
derailing it - whether it is 
disease or lack of dwindling 
resources.

WWP: What are some of the 
current undertakings you

have taken on aside from teaching at NMC that 
have you excited?

Mills: I am kind of in a quiet time right now 
actually. I just wrapped up another book project last 
spring [On Gandhis Path}. So, recently, I have been 
taking it kind of easy. One thing that has caught 
my interest is bird watching. I really enjoy the 
hikes, which usually take place at the Sleeping Bear 
National Lakeshore and are put on by a determined 
group of naturalists.

It is interesting to see the different ways people 
employ to find the birds. Some can look into a 
swamp and spot the subtlest shapes, and some can 
hear the call of the prairie warbler from a distance on 
the windy beach. Another project that I took up over 
the summer was working part time on an organic 
farm [...] which was very hands-on and took a big, 
wonderful collection of skills to operate the farm. 
Organic farmers have to work with nature instead 
of conquering it, so it can be harder for them to 
respond to certain conditions like weather and the 
customer’s needs.

WPP: What does a more sustainable Michigan 
look like in your opinion and are you seeing these 
changes in your local community?

Mills: A more sustainable community will 
have local production for local needs, small 
manufacturing, a diverse faction of agriculture, an 
extensive rail and public transport system, fewer 
cars, affordable urban living space, and expanded 
natural areas. I think it would have to be a zero waste 
society; we would have to capture and compost 
human waste to beneficial outcomes like reclaiming 
soil fertility.

All education would include extensive natural 
history and ecology courses and nature’s impact on 
life. Life would have to be based on “being” instead 
of “having,” so consumption would definitely 
need to be looked at. A steady state economy 
instead of a perpetually growing one would have 
to happen. Social attitudes about excess and the 
current economy would have to change. We would 
have to get land and water back into people’s lives 
especially in this community where these resources 
are abundant. Renewable energy sources and efficient 
building design would also have to be part of this 
change.
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New poll finds public still likes old media for news
■ HOWARD KURTZ

The Washington Post News Service

With news and gossip leaping off every laptop screen, smart
phone and Facebook page, the common wisdom these days is 
that traditional news outlets are doomed.

But a funny thing happened on the way to the funeral: Peo
ple are spending more time following the news, rather than giv
ing in to other distractions.

Traditional media are holding onto mindshare: A new Pew 
Research Center study says that on a given day, Americans 
spend 57 minutes getting the news from television, newspapers 
or radio, just as they did in 2000. But they spend an additional 
13 minutes each day consuming news on the Web-a figure that 
doesn’t even include stories viewed on cell phones. Highly edu
cated folks, not surprisingly, are driving the increase.

Not everyone is an addict; 17 percent of those surveyed said 
they got no news of any kind the previous day. But the 83 per
cent who did are drawing their information from a wider variety 
of sources.

Digital news is not “crowding out” the old media and may 
even be “reinvigorating them,” says Andrew Kohut, the center’s 
president. He noted that nearly one in 10 people under 30 vol
unteered that they read the New York Times online when asked 
to name a few Web sites they use for news and information. Just 
as the advent of television didn’t kill radio, peaceful coexistence 
may be possible.

It’s hardly time to uncork the champagne, as the overall pic
ture is mixed for the struggling newspaper business. A mere 26 
percent of those surveyed said they read a newspaper in print 
the previous day, down from 38 percent in 2006 - a sobering 
drop, to be sure. But the decline was partially offset by the Web

sites that newspapers are fashioning as a lifeline to the future. 
When online editions are added to print readership, 37 percent 
of Americans say they got news from newspapers the day before, 
down from 43 percent in 2006. In short, it could have been worse.

But the message is clear: Building readership online isn’t just 
a promising sideline for those with printing presses, it’s a ques
tion of survival. Only 19 percent said they read a magazine the 
previous day, down from a third in 1994. By contrast, 58 per
cent say they regularly watch television news. Online, the Web 
sites mentioned most often were Yahoo (28 percent), CNN (16),

Building readership online isn't 
just a promising sideline for 

those with printing presses,

it's a question of survival.

Google (15) and MSN (14).
The Pew report confirms a strikingly partisan shift among 

cable news viewers. Four in 10 Republicans now say they regu
larly watch Fox News, home to the likes of Glenn Beck and Sean 
Hannity. Just 12 percent of Republicans describe themselves as 
regular CNN viewers, and for MSNBC, with its lineup of liberal 
hosts, the figure is 6 percent. Back in 2002, the study says, Re
publicans were as likely to watch CNN (28 percent) as Fox News 
(25 percent).

On the flip side, Democrats make up 21 percent of the Fox 
audience, 47 percent of CNN’s and 53 percent of MSNBC’s.

Media outlets -have varying appeal. Sixty-four percent of 
regular CNN viewers say they rely on the network for the latest 
news and headlines; 44 percent say that for Fox, but 22 percent 
offer other reasons, such as views and opinions. About a third of 
Wall Street Journal and New York Times readers, by contrast, say 
they are particularly attracted by in-depth reporting.

Ideology is an obvious factor. While eight in 10 Americans 
who regularly tune in to Hannity or Rush Limbaugh are conser
vative, regular audiences for MSNBC’s Keith Olbermann and 
Rachel Maddow - and Comedy Central’s Jon Stewart and Ste
phen Colbert - are twice as liberal as the general public.

One telling note about the age of Obama: the left is getting 
grumpy. In 2008, when Barack Obama was a candidate, 67 per
cent of liberal Democrats said they enjoyed the news a lot. Now, 
with his presidency nearing its midpoint, just 45 percent feel 
that way. Conservative Republicans have held steady in their en
joyment: 57 percent then, 56 percent now.

Every survey of this kind finds that big majorities believe the 
media are biased, and this one is no exception. Eighty-two per
cent of Americans say they see at least some bias in news cover
age, most often liberal bias. As for those convinced that news 
organizations show a lot of bias, 62 percent of Republicans feel 
this way, compared with 47 percent of Democrats (and 53 per
cent of independents).

And there’s an interesting footnote about how much the pub
lic knows about politics, compared with common Beltway as
sumptions. Twenty-two percent in the survey could identify Eric 
Holder as attorney general. Among the better-informed viewers of 
Fox and MSNBC opinion shows, that figure rises to.... 30 percent.

What’s in a question?
20 Questions
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professor and eh« court's king 
of the byperhetfcai quesPon, 
c*rw out on top. The amounts 

spoke measured Sn 
the nunibet of lines the 
questions and remarks took up 
tn the court's offecwd nantcr^v

Average number erf lines 
per argument

Everything at the Supreme Court gets analyzed—even its 
members. Sri Srinfvasan, a frequent court pracwttorw, and 
his colleagues at CXMeKeny & Myers wondered whether 
there was a pattern to the way justices ask questions and 
scrutinized last term's onM arguments (The most obvious, 
erf course. Is that fusWce Clarence Thomas believes his 
contemporaries ask too many questions, and as a result he 
asks nonej A word of advice to new Justice Elena 
Kagan; If she wants to ask a question before her 
fellow New Yorkers Ruth Rader Gsmburg,
Sonia Sotomayor and Ant&nsn Scalia, 
she’d better move quickly.

Number of times a 
asked the fust question

Soro JusOon ffOAffoartSly 
mew t ton others w ask;
the question s.
affect theewaS 
an argumm

THE QUESTIONS ASKED BY 
SCOTUS. An analysis of how many 
questions Supreme Court Justices ask, who is 
the first to get a question in, and how long they 
talk during an argument before the court.

Washington Post Graphic/ROBERT BARNES AND 

LAURA STANTON
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Emergency preparation 
requires cooperation

Do you remember fire drills? High wind drills? Intruder drills? 
Back in elementary school, and even so far as high school, it seemed 
like every other week we practiced safety procedures for some sort of 
seemingly unlikely tragedy.

By state requirement, public schools must practice a variety of 
emergency response procedures. There is even a specific number of 
times that each type of drill must be practiced before the end of the 
year.

About twice each fall, before the snow was piled higher than the 
head of the average student, and twice more in the spring when said 
snow banks had retreated again, we were filed outside to sit or stand in 
the grass until the bell sounded the “all clear.”

And then we arrive at the higher level of education. And we find 
very few said safety drills.

THE ISSUE:
Shortcomings and safety

OUR VIEW:
Teamwork is the best solution

Last February an overly 
zealous microwave burrito set 
off the dorm fire alarms. At 
3 am, the dorms were crudely 
evacuated.

Dorm residents wandered
..... ......— out of their rooms to stand

in the snow, their confusion
illuminating the fact that NMC had never prepared its students for 
such an event.

Following the ‘burrito incident,’ to educate dorm residents on what 
to do in the event of an emergency, one fire drill was held.

The evacuation of the 5,242 non-dorm-dwelling students is not 
something that should be left to figure out once the need arises. 
Preparation for emergencies is only helpful when it is thought out well 
before the fact.

Posted somewhere on the wall of every room on campus (generally 
near the doors) is a printing labeled “EVACUATION MAP,” followed 
by a diagram of the building and red arrows pointing you to the 
nearest exit. Also included on these perplexing flyers is a step-by- 
step fire or explosion safety plan. “Step one: pull alarm. Step two: 
exit building (see evacuation map). Step three: meet at rally site. “ But 
where are the rally sites? And who chooses them? Wouldn’t it be better 
to define these terms before they must be used?

And what is a student’s responsibility in preparing for an 
emergency? Information is available. Students should be aware of 
the procedures, and how to respond to an emergency. Programs 
already exist that allow students to have an active participation role in 
planning for security and safely on campus. Dorm students had the 
option to volunteer as Student Fire Marshals. Students are largely 
responsible for their own safety, and should take on an active roll.

However, that being said, information could be made more concise 
and available. It should not be solely a student responsibility to hunt 
for the information needed to ensure safety. Information should be 
made very available. If three-fourths of the student population are 
unaware of the safety strategies, it hardly matters that the remaining 
quarter is prepared.
Students and college must work together to inspire a campus wide 
effort to prepare for certain emergencies. Plans should be well known 
by the majority of students. This requires effort from both parties. 
NMC must be willing to teach, but students must also be willing to 
cooperate and learn.

CHLOE BOUDJALIS
Editor in Chief

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
Hello! I am Chloe Boudjalis, the newly appointed Editor in Chief. I am brand new to the White Pine 

Press staff, but I hope to get things figured out very fast. This is, after all, journalism, and journalism does 
move at break-neck speeds.

Now, with that little note safely out of the way, I would like to turn my attention to a slightly more 
serious topic: the ever-more-ominous future of print journalism.

For years now, newspapers have been losing readers. Fewer readers leads to a loss in funding. 
Newsrooms everywhere have been “tightening their belts.” Who does not love a cute little euphemism 
for something far less pleasant? Cutbacks and shutdowns are a constant threat in the world of modern 
journalism. It is an ongoing struggle for news providers to keep their heads above water.

As journalists, it is our duty to make the community aware. We alert and inform the people. We 
have the responsibility to you, our readers, to produce the greatest product possible. This means we must 
work hard, and with integrity and haste. We will be honest in our attempts to produce the best newspaper 
we can muster. I have great expectations for this year.

This is not a cry for help! This is a promise. We will work hard to earn our readership. We minimize 
the “fluff” and “filler” that tends to spot the pages of even the most reputable news sources. We will put 
forth the effort to gain and maintain active readers.

As readers, you have a responsibility too. You should be active. As we write for you, you should speak 
up as well! A healthy press is backed by an active community.
So this is our request to you: speak up! Write us a letter, send us an e-mail, visit us in West Hall, let us 
know what you think and see on campus. Tell us what you like and dislike. We want to know what you 
care about! Inform us of events that matter to you. This is a student paper and we cater to the interests of 
our followers. We cannot do this if our followers are silent. We will gladly take anything: press releases, 
comments, concerns, greetings or questions. Be they positive or negative, we will take them! We want 
them! We want to hear from you!

The better you are at carrying these duties out, dear reader, the better the White Pine Press can serve you.

CHLOE BOUDJALIS
Editor in Chief

LETTERTO THE EDITOR
In the 25+ year history of the White Pine Press there have only been four Faculty Advisors. I am the 

lucky guy who is the fourth.
After just a few weeks, I can see the position is both rewarding and has its own special challenges. A 

few years back, when I was the Managing Editor of the White Pine Press, I see now, that I did not have 
the vantage point—the full scope—of all the goings on that really happen at this paper.

Seeing it now, I ask for a hearty and well-deserved thank you be extended to Michael Anderson who 
faithfully served as the WPP Faculty Advisor for the past five years.

Do you know how many awards the paper has won in that time? I keep finding more and more on 
the shelves and in the cupboards and in the desk drawers. Going through the archives I see there was a 
period when the paper was a weekly and I know how hard he worked to get the paper its own website. 
Throughout, the writing quality has always been high caliber.

Michael has been promoted within the Communications Department and if you see him—tell him 
thank you for his work with the WPP. Also, I would like to extend a heart-felt thank you to Marilyn 
Jaquish who began this enterprise over 25 years ago. It is with a tremendous amount of humility that I sit 
here in this office surrounded by this paper’s history. The shoes I have to fill are enormous.

John Parker
WPP Faculty Advisor

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts let
ters to the editor from members of the col
lege and community. Letters should be less 
than 400 words, typewritten, and signed 
with your name, address and phone number. 
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, 
spelling and length. Opinions expressed are 
not necessarily those of The White Pine 
Press staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686
BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 
BY FAX: (231)995-2110
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Where are you from? Where are you going?
"I am from a loving home with 
a single mom. Hopefully while 
I'm alive I'll be remembered for 
something, and hopefully my 
future will be somewhat less 
complicated than my past."

ERIN FONVILLE, 20,
Liberal Arts and Sciences

"I'm from Beulah and I'm 
going into nursing. I'm 
probably going to stay in 
this area. I kind of like it 
here."

TAYLOR GOMEZ, 18,
Nursing

"I'm from a small 
town and I'm looking 
for a way out."

KRISTINA 
COYKENDALL, 18,
Business

"I'm from youth and 
I'm moving toward 
adulthood, though I'm 
not sure how fast."

MARK MELLOR, 20,
Liberal Arts and 
Sciences

"I didn't know if I 
believed in the truth; now 
I realized the truth doesn't 
matter as much as what I 
love and I love to write."

NATHAN SCHMALL, 23,
English

"I'm from here, 
and I'm going to 
London!"

TAYLOR 
BYINGTON, 20,
Communications

SOUND BYTES
"We feel that God is telling us to stop/'said Florida Pastor 
TERRY JONES on NBC's "Today Show" He says he will 
not burn any Korans in response to the proposed building 
of an Islamic center near Ground Zero in New York City. 
Bloomberg.com, 9/12/2010.

"You know, everyone's replaceable/'said Chicago Mayor 
RICHARD M. DALEY on his decision not to run for reelection. 
Daley has been Mayor of Chicago since 1989 but has decided 
to call it quits after six terms in office. Associated Press, 
9/11/2010.

"There is no free murder/'said Wayne County assistant 
prosecutor AUGUSTUS HUTTING on cracking a 23 year old 
murder case. Hutting and his cold case team used new DNA 
technology to link quarter-century-old evidence to Anthony 
Diquet Phillips in the murder of Lacey Tarver. Freep.com, 
9/12/2010.

"I don't know what I would have done without her in my 
life...I can't wait to make her my wife!"said RODNEY KING 
on his impending marriage to Cynthia Kelley. Kelley was a 
juror in King's famed civil suit against the city of Los Angeles. 
Time, 9/20/2010.

"What humans do to, and ostensibly for, the earth does 
not matter in the long run, and the tong run is what 
matters to the earth/'said ROBERT B. LAUGHLIN, co
winner of the 1998 Nobel Prize in physics on what the short 
and long term effects humans have on Earth are. Newsweek, 
com, 9/12/2010.

"They talk about me like a dog,"said President BARACK 
OBAMA, on the way may he is talked about by some 
Republicans and other critics at a rally in Milwaukee, Wl.
Time, 9/20/2010.

'You need someone to say, "I know what they mean 
when they say bailin' or pinching pennies.'"DEA Special 
Agent Michael Sanders on the search for individuals to 
translate Ebonics. Sanders says drug investigations often 
involve wiretaps but finding someone to interpret this dialect 
proves difficult. Time. 9/6/2010

To comply or not to comply

I TYLER BERGSTROM
Press Contributing Writer

Take a deep breath. No butts about it. This 
may be your last for awhile, especially if you are a 
cigarette smoker attending NMC.

“God damn all this. If we’re paying money to 
be here on a private basis, then we should be able 
to smoke,” said a third-year student who preferred 
not to have his name published.

The student was referring, of course, to the 
campus-wide tobacco-free policy. Upon the 
beginning of the first day of the 2010 fall semester, 
an act banning tobacco from campus went into 
effect.

The ban is by compliance only, which is a 
Mandarin Legalese term meaning that it is followed 
only on a volunteer basis. Those who do not wish 
to follow it do not have to.

The policy will remain this way until January 
1, 2011. At that point, it is still unclear just what 
type of enforcement the ban will actually entail. It 
could be as mild as disallowing students to smoke 
except in their cars. Conversely, it could be of such 
severity that if caught on campus with any form 
of tobacco, a student could be ticketed and fined 
heavily.

“I really don’t see what the problem is,” said 
Nicole Pierce, a third-year student. “When the 
smokers are of age, it shouldn’t matter.”

But, as annoying as the ban may sound to a 
smoker, it will do the campus some good in a few 
different facets.

There’s that whole Surgeon General’s Warning 
thing. A “discovered” pack of Camel Turkish 
Royals (classy choice) reads:

“Smoking causes lung cancer, heart disease, 
emphysema, and may complicate pregnancy.”

Plus, as shockingly true as that statement is, the 
list of ways in which one can associate cigarettes 
and harm to one’s health (especially bodily harm) is 
astronomicallv lone.

But the smokers all seem to agree: it is annoying 
to have to exit campus to have a cigarette.

“When smoking is done outside, it doesn’t 
hurt anyone but the smoker,” said Lindsey Dell, a 
Freshman art student.

The Director of the Center of Excellence for 
Tobacco-Free Campus Policy at Ozarks Technical 
Community College in Missouri, Ty Patterson, is 
very much in favor of the policy. He was brought 
in by NMC to help create and implement the 
Tobacco-Free policy.

“There is the ever-present concern of underage 
kids from the nearby high school [Traverse City 
Central] getting hooked on cigarettes from smokers 
on campus,” said Patterson. “The one question 
that we should ask is this: Is this the right thing to 
do for the most people?”

Patterson’s question rings true. Why should the 
majority of the people who do not smoke have to 
deal with smoking from a relatively small number 
of people?

Patterson spoke of “E-Cigarettes”, which are 
a policy-accepted alternative to standard cowboy 
killaz. These E-Cigs are made to look like a rolled 
cigarette, only the user gets a spray in the mouth 
rather than an inhalation of air. These have been 
dismissed as “not a bona fide tobacco product” 
by the FDA, which means that they, along with 
Nicorette chewing gum and Nicotine patches are 
not considered “against the grain” so far as the ban 
is concerned.

In terms of student opinion, it depends if you 
are a smoker or not. It is mainly smokers against 
the ban and those who do not smoke in favor of it.

So what will become of NMC when it goes 
“smoke-free”? Will it be a place where the air is 
clean and the lawn is green and free of cigarette 
excrement? Or will it turn into a rule-infested, 
nicotine enlotv-nested orison for smokers?

«
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How to survive freshman year
IMADDY MESA

Press Staff Writer

Sc/? 14/^

Freshman please be advised: we know who you are. 
We see you with vour campus maps and over-stuffed 
backpacks. We chuckle when you ask us what HS and SH 
mean. And we can all say that we’ve been there; we know 
just how you feel.

The first year of 
college is tough.

Whether 
you’ve moved 
into the dorms 
or commute 
to college the 
experience 
is the same.
Students are 
nervous, lost 
and scared to 
death of walking 
into the wrong 
class. But never fear, 
the non-freshmen have
some helpful tips and stories that
will hopefully ease your embarrassment of forgetting just 
where Scholars Hall is located.

For those commuting to and from college on 
a daily basis, second-year student Hannah 
Schwanke has some words of wisdom: “Get 
to school early to get a good parking spot.
Even if you have an hour before class 
starts you can always study while you 
wait.”
Or find your classroom early as it 
seems that is the most common mistake 
freshmen make - walking into the 
wrong class. “The first day of classes 
my freshmen year my math class had been 
assigned to a new room. I didn’t read the sign 
on the door so I ended up sitting in the wrong
math class for an hour,” recalls Mariah Baker, a third- 
year NMC student and psychology major. “My advice: 
always read signs.”

“I was a nervous wreck my first day of classes” 
commented second-year NMC student Dana Jones. “It 
was basically the not knowing which room was which.”

Never fear freshmen, the folks of NMC are always 
willing to help. Whether it be a teacher or a classmate, the 
campus is full of friendly people that make you feel at 

home. And if you are still 
, llB undecided about your

fy
an

ri

major and what you want to do after NMC, Schwanke 
continues with some friendly words; “Have fun. Don’t 
worry about your major. It can seem like everybody 
knows w'hat their major is but it can change.
You’re not alone.” For those who are

worried about the teachers and 
professors at NMC, we have 

some advice for you too.
“The staff 

is awesome,” 
comments Tim 
Lakanen, a 
third-year NMC 
student majoring 

in accounting. “They 
really care.”

“Don’t sweat screwing 
up,” adds second-year psychology

major Torrie Drogt. “There’s always someone 
there to help whether it’s a teacher in their office or 

your fellow students. Don’t be afraid to ask.”
What about students who live in the dorms? They are 

always on campus looking for fun stuff to do. Luckily the 
housing department offers 

all kinds of activities 
from Frisbee Golf 

Cv/L, to board games 
in the lobby.

p Baker offers
some
advice for

CD living in
the dorms:

“Just
because

you’re bored
doesn’t mean

partying is the
only way to entertain 

yourself.”
“Don’t be stupid,” adds fourth-year student Brandon 

Boswood, a criminal justice major. “And don’t be a 
hermit. Get out of your rooms and socialize.”

Baker and Boswood say the most common rookie 
mistakes made in the dorms are staying up late just

because you don’t .live at home anymore, putting off your 
homework during your first week in the dorms, pulling an 

all-nighter, staying in your room and not
being active.

Unfortunately, 
embarrassing mistakes will 

happen. For freshmen 
it’s only a matter of 
time before they
learn to always 
check and make 
sure you have your 

keys and I.D. Dana 
Jones, a second-year

dorm resident, knows 
only too well the dangers 

of forgetting one’s keys. “I 
locked myself out of my room with

my shoes and cell phone inside,” remembers 
Jones. “1 had to walk to the lobby barefoot and ask to be 
let in.”

First time dorm residents would be smart to find out 
all the help the housing department provides. “A lot of 
people don’t utilize the tools on campus that could help 
them,” says Baker. “The dorms have free health care and 
free counseling. Students should take full advantage of 
what the school has to offer.”

All new students can benefit greatly from the Alice 
computer labs and the Writing Center. And if you feel 
like you’re just not cut out for a class Lakanen has this 
advice to share: “Stick with it. Participate in class. If you 
sit and pay attention you’ll do a lot better then if you just 
goof off.”

So there you have it freshmen, wise words from your 
fellow students who have been in your shoes and know 
just what it’s like to be the new kid on campus. Take 
comfort in that thought and don’t be afraid to ask for 
help. NMC is here to help you learn and wants you to

NMC VETERAN Mariah C. Baker 
with Brook Elton and Jessica Wheatley 
taking a break in West Hall.

SECOND YEAR STUDENTS Hannah 
Schwanke and Lina Drzewiecki before 
class in the Health and Sciences 
Building

*
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An uncommon place
The giant yellowish structures that seem 

to ominously tower over Traverse City have 
always had a frightening kind of power.

0UT&
ABOUT

JEANETTE HAGBERG
Press Staff Columnist

For more than a decade the Traverse 
City State Hospital was closed while 
conversations were had about what to do 
with the old buildings that had served the 
community for over a hundred years.

The Minervini Group eventually 
acquired the property and began the 
transformation from a state institution to a 
little community of shops, restaurants and 
apartments.

Whether it is to go for a hike, check 
out the old buildings or go hang out at the 
hippie tree, most people living in Traverse 
City have visited the grounds.

If you have not been there lately, it is time 
that you head over and check things out.
This area, now known as The Village 
at Grand Traverse Commons, has been

undergoing some renovations over the 
past eight years. The nearly 125 years old 
buildings have been transformed into a 
community of wineries, restaurants, coffee 
shops and even a few art galleries located 
in remodeled buildings. I headed over to 
the commons on a Friday afternoon. The 
weather was beautiful and I was excited to 
see what was going on outside. Luckily for 
me the TGIF Farmers Market was in full 
swing, and I was able to peruse the stands 
of fresh fruits and vegetables.

Immediately I was drawn to the 
Champion Farms stand where there were 
two men selling honey. They were friendly

and asked if I would like to try some raw 
honey. Even though I am not much of a 
honey person I found both the raw and 
finished products were delicious. I learned 
that Champion Farms honey is based in 
Beulah and beekeeper Greg Griswold is 
dedicated to keeping everything about the 
honey-making process natural.

There was also one stand at the market 
that had nothing to do with food. Local 
artists Laney Boss and RoseMary Layosa- 
McGarry had a stand with hand painted 
glasses and window panes. When I walked 
over to browse they were painting grapes 
on bottles of olive oil.

The TGIF Farmer s Market runs from 
2-6p.m. every Friday; Boss and Layosa- 
McGarry said that the market runs until it 
is too cold for people to want to be outside.

A prominent feature of the Commons is 
Higher Grounds Trading Company, which 
is a small coffee bar attached to a roastery. 
Higher Grounds not only supports fair pay 
for those involved in the growing of coffee 
beans, but they also work to reduce their carbon 
footprint by not using paper coffee cups.

Customers are encouraged to bring 
their own mug and save a few cents, or 
receive their beverage in a reusable ceramic

In August the Microbrew and Music 
Fest featured beer, cider and mead from 
over 50 craft breweries, and in July Left 
Foot Charley and Trattoria Stella teamed 
up for the fifth year to offer Charley Fest 
during Cherry Fest.

The Commons is a unique addition

■

* We*w
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JEANETTE HAGBERG .
to life in downtown Traverse City. It is 
a little bit off the beaten path, but there 
seems to be a little something for everyone. 
Whether you have lived in Traverse 
City for years or just moved here, the 
Commons is continuously expanding with 
new little things happening all the time.

To see what is happening at the Village 
at Grand Traverse Commons visit www. 
thevillagetc.com/events.

You can also follow “Bloggin with the 
Village People” at www.thevillagetc.com/ 
blog to see more close-up features on the 
goings-on at the Village.

Welcome Back!
Visit one of our two Traverse City locations:

__ 816, E. Front St . • ^Airport Rd.
$2^ SUPREME DEAL

One Taco Sapreme„ One Machos Supreme & One Burrito Supreme.

cup. It was a little warm outside to have 
coffee, but Higher Grounds’ Mexican 
Hot Chocolate is always delicious—even 
in eighty degree weather.

Behind Building 50, it is hard to 
miss the warm aroma of fresh baked 
goods coming from Pleasanton Brick 
Oven Bakery. The counter and the shop 
itself seem small, but that is because the 
kitchen takes up most of the building. 
Though Pleasanton specializes in crusty 
artisan breads baked in a large brick 
oven, they also serve pizzas, cookies, 
bagels and other baked goods.

Along with coffee and a bakery, 
the Commons offers a hair salon, a 
restaurant, some amazing cheesecake 
and two wine tasting rooms, among 
other things.

Recently the Commons has also been 
host to a few festivals and other events.
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TASTE OF 
HOME

■ JEANETTE HAGBERG
Press Staff Columnist

Fresh trumps frozen
Linguini Alfredo with Vegetables

There is a stereotype that college 
students survive on Ramen noodles 
and coffee. While this is not completely 
true, it has been my experience that 
most students living on their own are 
more likely to buy off the dollar menu 
or cook dinner out of a box than cook 
a meal from scratch.

Not only are these options seen 
as faster, they are also seen as cheaper. 
You can get a burger, some fries and 
a drink for $3.18! Most students are 
aware that this is not the healthiest 
option, but because it is easier: it 
becomes a standard.

Having to work on both time and 
monetary budgets does not mean that 
you can never eat home cooked meals. 
Taste of Home is a column designed to 
show how students can afford to make 
themselves meals without having to 
spend a day in the kitchen.

This week’s recipe, Linguini Alfredo with Vegetables, was inspired by the Bertolli 
Complete Skillet Meals for Two (Cost: $7.99). The Alfredo sauce could be made lighter 
by using 2% milk and a litde less butter. Also, using freshly grated Parmesan cheese 
works much better than using a store-bought shredded blend. The cheese is what makes 
the dish! Since all the other ingredients are fairly cheap, spending a little extra on quality 
cheese is a good compromise.

Ingredients:
1/2 cup heavy cream ($.75)
1/4 cup butter ($.31)
6 oz freshly grated Parmesan Reggiano cheese ($2.50)
1 small garlic clove, finely chopped ($.10)
1 Tbs. olive oil ($.10)
2 chicken breasts ($1.96)
1 cup broccoli florets ($.48)
1 cup sliced carrots ($.70)
8 oz of linguini ($.60)

Total cost: $7.50
Total time: 20 minutes

1. Boil three quarts of water over medium heat and add linguini, broccoli and carrots.
Return to boil and cook for ten minutes.
2. Heat olive oil in a large skillet until it is barely smoking, and saute the chicken breasts. After three minutes flip the chicken over and 
continue to cook for another three minutes. Reduce heat to medium low and continue to cook for ten minutes. After letting the chicken 
rest for two minutes in the pan, remove it and cut it into small pieces.
3. Melt butter in small saucepan, add cream and simmer for three minutes. Wisk in garlic and cheese, and add the chicken to the sauce. 
Serve over the hot pasta and vegetables.

Serves two—with plenty of leftovers!

Techno disaster: avoided
In 18 years, the man in charge of NMC’s 

information technology (IT) Dan Wasson, has never 
seen a major system failure at the College. That was 
about to change.

TECHNO
BABBLE
I TOM AUCH

Press Staff Columnist

The Information technology department at NMC, 
an underappreciated entity, has only a handful of 
staff and has the responsibility of making sure that 
more than 6000 students, faculty and staff has access 
to more thanl350 computers, scanners and printers 
campus wide 24/7.

Each student is allocated lOOMB of storage located 
under their “Q” drive, sharing part of the institutions 
22 terabytes of total storage.
Stability, reliability, upgrades, networking and software 
installation: A monumental task.

Over the summer there were some changes worth 
noting: A complete operating system upgrade to 
Windows 7.0 from Vista and XP. The Fine Arts Mac 
lab was moved into the Beckett building. The piano lab 
was blessed with 11, new, state of the art, i-Macs. The 
student e-mail system was overhauled into the G-Mail 
format and Adobe Creative Suite 5 (CS5) was installed 
on almost 50 computers, much to the delight of all the 
Photoshop junkies on campus.

But it was an upgrade and installation that the 
President and the board approved late last year that may 
have been the best investment yet. A new storage and 
backup system was purchased and fully integrated last 
December.

Then the bomb dropped.
On Tuesday August 17th at 5:15 PM , the world of 

NMC’s IT department came to a screeching halt: The 
primary email system, Group Wise, went down. This 
was no ordinary crash the entire volume for Group Wise 
crashed. A corrupted volume is as bad as it gets in the 
computer world, and to have your email be the volume 
that is corrupted, makes it even worse.

For hours, staff worked feverishly trying to restore 
the main communication source for the entire College.

Finally after four short hours the system returned to 
functionality.

But what were the ramifications? Were messages 
lost? Were mailboxes emptied of stored messages? 
What was the damage?

Thanks to the efforts of Bryce Turner, Steve Dix, 
and Hema Daya, instead of heading home that hot 
summer afternoon, they were able to restore a precious 
“snapshot” that the new backup system took of the 
entire Group Wise system at precisely 5:00 p.m. that day — 
only 15 minutes before the fatal collapse. All that was lost 
was 15 minutes of communication.

External, off-campus email floated in cyberspace, 
just begging to find a home, waiting for Group Wise 
to come back to life, and when it did, all the messages 
were delivered.

What we do not know is where 15 minutes of 
messages, sent on-campus, ended up. More than likely 
we will never know. Thankfully on that summer day, 
when the college was in one of its slowest times of 
the year, did the computer gods force their furious 
vengeance upon us.

%
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Fall Movie Preview New on DVD

Summer 2010 had a few films worth seeing, but not enough. Moviegoers are screaming for better movies this 
fall. With luck that just may happen, here are some movies you may want to check out.

Machete

The Town—September 17
Haven’t seen Ben Affleck around? Well you’re about to get an Affleck fix. The Town is 
a crime thriller co-written, directed and starring Ben Affleck. Doug MacRay (Affleck) 
is a career thief planning his next big robbery. He’s conflicted when he discovers he has 
feelings for a bank manager from a previous heist. He must balance this as well as a 
FBI agent who has vowed to bring MacRay to justice.

Not only does this sound like a good premise for a movie, it will also be 
interesting to see how Affleck does. Also starring in The Town is Chris Cooper, whose 
performances are always spot on. Jeremy Renner (The Hurt Locker) can do no wrong. 
Jon Hamm of Mad Men and Blake Lively, if she keeps it, just may turn out to be a 
good actress—only time will tell with her.

Rated R for strong violence, pervasive language, some sexuality and drug use.

Easy A—September 17
If you’re looking for something fun and light hearted than Easy A is an easy pick. 
Emma Stone stars as Olive, a clean cut high school girl who fakes the loss of her 
virginity to help out a friend and then takes it to the next level by getting paid to 
pretend to sleep with those who feel like it will help their social standing. Easy 
A has several advantages. Number one being, this is a fresh idea I haven’t seen 
before. And number two: it has an amazing cast. Besides Emma Stone, this movie 
features the ever-charming Penn Badgley, Amanda Bynes, Thomas Haden Church, 
Cam Gigandet, Lisa Kudrow, Aly Michalka, Stanley Tucci, Dan Byrd, Malcolm 
McDowell and Patricia Clarkson.

Rated PG-13 for mature thematic elements involving teen sexuality, language and 
some drug material.

Wall Street: Money Never Sleeps—September 24
Money Never Sleeps is the Sequel to 1987’s Wall Street, starring Michael Douglas. 
After having spent years in prison Gordon Gekko (Douglas) emerges and is ready 
to mend his relationship with his daughter (Carey Mulligan, An Education). Jacob 
Moore, played by Shia LaBeouf, a young Wall Street trader, partners with Gekko, but 
it seems that Moore may have a hidden agenda. That fact that Oliver Stone is making 
a sequel after 23 years is fascinating. Before you go see Money Never Sleeps check out 
Wall Street (if you haven’t seen it already). Comparing the two might be interesting.

Rated PG-13 for brief strong language and thematic elements.

The Social Network—October 1
Admit it! You check your Facebook when you’re supposed to be doing homework. 
You get on Facebook in class or when you should be getting your beauty sleep.
Of course you’d never stalk anyone (that’s just creepy), but when you’re Facebook 
stalking that’s a different story. Well now you can watch the true story of how 
Facebook was born. The Social Network is the story of Facebook and it’s founders. 
Starring Jesse Eisenberg (Zombieland), Rashida Jones (Parks and Recreation), 
Brenda Song (The Suite Life on Deck), and Justin Timberlake.

Not yet rated.

I TYLER MARTIN
Press Staff Writer

Director Robert Rodriguez’ newest film, Machete, evolved from 
a fake trailer called Machete as seen in the film Grindhouse.

After his family is murdered, Machete, becomes an outlaw in 
Mexico and flees to the U.S.

Fast-forward three years, and Machete is an illegal day laborer, 
performing jobs for quick cash.

Machete is approached by a mysterious man named Michael 
Booth (Jeff Fahey). Booth wants Machete to assassinate Senator 
McLaughlin (Robert De Niro). The Senator is a big advocate for 
throwing all illegal immigrants out of the United States and building 
a giant electric fence all across the border of Mexico.

Machete agrees to do it, but on the day of the assassination, 
right before he is about to pull the trigger he discovers that it has all 
been a set up.

Wounded and left for dead, Machete decides that it is time to 
get revenge on the men that have betrayed him.

Machete is played by Danny Trejo (Predators). Costarring in this 
film is Jessica Alba and Michelle Rodriguez (Fast and Furious). The 
acting was done very well, especially from Alba and Rodriguez. It felt 
like they brought their A-Game for this film.
However, I did not feel the same way about veteran actor Robert De 
Niro. His Texan accent was distracting and sounded fake.

There is a major subplot that involves the issue of illegal 
immigration. This political overtone is repeated throughout the film 
and while I am not saying it is bad, it got to the point where it felt like 
they were hitting me over the head with it—over and over and over.

This film was very entertaining and it felt like it still maintained 
the feeling from the fake trailer in Grindhouse—which Rodriguez 
worked on in 2007.

The action was graphic and funny at the same time. Sometimes 
the action is so over the top it is comical.

Unless you are a Robert Rodriguez fan you won’t want to pay 
full price for this one. Go to a matinee or rent it.

Rated R for strong bloody violence throughout, language, some 
sexual content and nudity.

Secretariat—October 8
This is the true story of Penny Chenery (Diane Lane) a housewife who takes over her 
father’s stables. Despite her lack of horseracing knowledge, Chenery does not let this 
stop her from navigating the male dominated world of the racetracks and producing 
the first Triple Crown winner in 25 years. This film also stars John Malkovich (Burn 
After Reading), Scott Glenn (W.), and Dylan Walsh (Nip/Tuck).

Rated PG for brief mild language.
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I'm still here?
Is he putting us on? Maybe

Editor's Pick
Kendall Kaye Spratt a&eEditor

By Michael O’Sullivan
The Washington Post Wire News Service

If you’re looking for an answer to the ques
tion of whether Joaquin Phoenix’s “retire
ment” from acting and abortive second 
career as a rapper are, as some have claimed, 
all part of an elaborate hoax, you won’t find 
it by reading this review. You won’t find it by 
watching the movie “I’m Still Here” either.

The fascinating, frustrating new docu
mentary - by actor Casey Affleck, who is 
married to Phoenix’s sister Summer and 
who seems to have been granted unfet
tered, round-the-clock access - purports to 
chart Phoenix’s bizarre career suicide since 
announcing he was quitting movies after his 
2008 art-house film “Two Lovers.”

But the movie is as damnably perplexing 
as the subject himself.

Much of it feels like watching a news 
cameraman take pictures of someone who 
has just poured gasoline on himself and 
is about to light a match. (No, make that 
someone who has already lit the match and 
has just dropped it into his lap.) You’ll find 
yourself wondering one thing, over and 
over, as Phoenix snorts coke off the breast 
of a naked hooker; weeps openly; dives into 
an audience to assault a heckler during a 
rap performance and then vomits; and con
sistently berates his assistants so badly that 
one of them defecates on his face while he’s 
sleeping. It’s this; Why doesn’t Affleck put 
the camera down and do something? Why 
doesn’t Phoenix’s manager - or any of his 
many gofers and lackeys - say anything?

Yes, it’s that horrifying. Maybe the 
answer lies in our reluctance to protect 
famous people from themselves. When 
asked why he facilitates some embarrassing 
behavior, Phoenix’s assistant Larry replies, 
“If he wants to do something, you do it.” 
Welcome to the parade of enablers.

Then come the film’s closing credits, 
which include a “cast” list crediting such 
performers as Affleck’s father, Tim, in 
the role of Phoenix’s father. Which sud
denly makes the whole thing seem like the

NMC GREEN
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Student group meeting
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Horizon Books, Traverse City

worst episode of “Jackass” ever.
Have we all been punked? Well, maybe.

If the whole movie is an act, it’s an 
Oscar-worthy one. Both Phoenix and 
Affleck are prominently credited as the 
film’s writers. But among the many celebri
ties who appear on camera - Ben Stiller, for 
example, pitching a role in “Greenberg”; 
Sean “Diddy” Combs, giving Phoenix a 
painful rap critique; and Edward James 
Olmos, waxing philosophical over a drop 
of water - all appear genuinely mortified 
and/or confused by Phoenix, who becomes 
increasingly incoherent, disheveled, over
weight, abusive and paranoid as the film 
goes on.

This isn’t “Borat,” however. If Phoenix 
is making fun of something - the cult of 
celebrity, perhaps? - it isn’t clear what. And 
if he’s sticking a thumb in Hollywood’s eye, 
why are we the ones wincing?

But if the film is real (and that’s a big if), 
it depicts a tragedy in the making. Which 
raises a couple of additional questions:
What possible reason would Affleck have 
for recording his brother-in-law’s seeming 
descent into madness, except as a kind of 
intervention, holding up a mirror to him 
as if to say, “Look at the monster you’ve 
become.” And what possible reason would 
Phoenix have to agree to be filmed? As 
delusional and drug-addled as he seems, it’s 
hard to imagine anyone who has worked 
in movies not being able to see what a 
train wreck a film like this would be. At 
one point, Phoenix is shown lamenting his 
dwindling finances. At another (immedi
ately following his infamous, mumbling 
appearance on “The Late Show With David 
Letterman”), he jumps out of the limo car
rying him from the show to cry on the side 
of the road.

A far more likely explanation is that “I’m 
Still Here” is some strange blend of fact and 
fiction, moments that are partly stolen and 
partly staged, with nothing to distinguish 
the two.

That’s not especially helpful as a critique. 
But it does mean that there’s a bit more 
artifice here than meets the eye. Whether 
that artifice rises to the level of art or 
remains a weirdly voyeuristic therapy ses
sion is anyone’s guess. In either case, it’s an 
acutely uncomfortable experience.

Rated R. Contains prodigious obscenity, 
nudity and drug use and fistfights.
108 minutes.

Get Caught by 
Criminal Minds

Ahh, fall time has arrived, with 
its hayrides, freshly picked apples and 
colorful leaves. All of which I love, but 
what I also love about fall is fresh new 
seasons of my favorite TV shows and a 
line up of new shows—all clamoring for 
my attention.
With so many good shows out there it 
was hard to narrow it down to one show 
worth watching, but one show that has 
stuck it out for 5 seasons and has only 
gotten better with time is Criminal 
Minds.

Criminal Minds is a gripping show 
about a team of elite profilers whose 
job is to get inside the minds of serial 
killers in order to solve cases before the 
killer moves on to it’s next victim. Aaron 
‘Hotch’ Hotchner (Thomas Gibson) 
leads his team with a level head and a

clear vision. Derek Morgan (Shemar 
Moore) is the guy you’d want to have 
your back. Dr. Spencer Reid (Matthew 
Gray Gubler) is so intelligent he has 
trouble fitting in at times. Jennifer ‘JJ’ 
Jareau (A.J. Cook) handles the press. 
Emily Prentiss (Paget Brewster) is one 
girl you don’t want to mess with. David 
Rossi (Joe Mantengna) is the veteran. 
Penelope Garcia (Kirsten Vangsness), the 
computer wiz, is the heart of the team.

Criminal Minds is the kind of show 
that creeps into your mind, crawls under 
your skin and stays there—it really 
makes you think.
After five seasons the writers still man
age to keep thing new and interesting, 
and create growth in each character. The 
writers and actors alike have managed to 
create a certain heart and depth to the 
show.

On Wednesday, September 22,
2010 Criminal Minds will begin its 
sixth season starts. Here’s hoping for 
another exciting and creepy season!

Rent it or 
forget it

Prince of Persia: The Sands of Time, starring Jake 
Gyllenhaal, is coming to DVD on September 14.
Once again Jerry Bruckheimer and 
Disney team up to bring movie lovers 
an action packed adventure movie. 
Gyllenhaal is Dastan, the fugitive 
prince of Persia. He is in possession 
of a special dagger, the dagger that 
contains the Sands of Time. With the 
help of Princess Tamina
(Gemma Arterton, Clash 
of the Titans), Dastan sets 
out on a journey to clear 
his name and save the 
world from an unknown 
villain.

Although, at times 
the movie has some overly 
corny moments it won’t 
stop you from thoroughly 
enjoying this film. It’s a 
great movie to watch with 
friends or one the whole 
family can enjoy together.
Rated PC-13 for intense 
sequences of violence 
and action.

Verdict: Rent It!

*
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Spider-Man Shattered Dimmensions
Game Review

■ scon PELL
A&E Online Producer

Spider-Man: Shattered Dimensions comes to us from Beenox, who has, up until now, made movie-based video games. 
Spider-Man: Shattered Dimensions is out for the PS3, Xbox 360, and PC.

The story follows Spider-Man, Spider-Man, Spider-Man and Spider-Man as they try and put the “Tablet of Order and 
Chaos” back together, which was shattered in a fight between Mysterio and the famed web-slinger. Mysterio manages to 
get away, and Madame Web arrives upon realization of the tablet’s destruction. Spider-Man is then told of the universe’s 
destruction if the tablet is not put back together. Because this affects the entire universe—more Spider-Men must be called 
upon. There is Amazing Spider-Man, Ultimate Spider-Man, Noir Spider-Man and Spider-Man of 2099.

Spider-Man: Shattered Dimensions has two different styles of gameplay, despite the game having four different 
Spider-Men to control. The first, and major, component of gameplay is beat ‘em up: wave after wave, and room after room 
of bad guys. As far as combat goes, Spider-Man has a decent repertoire of moves that he can use against the seemingly 
endless horde of bad guys and super villains.

However, the targeting systems seem to botch everything up. When holding down the targeting button, Spider-Man 
always looks to the guy who is on the opposite side of the room. The same thing happens after dispatching an enemy. 
Luckily there is a way for players to zip right to their target on the far side of the room, but with no way to tell if they’re 
in range or not. If players are stuck in a flurry of button mashing, they will continue in their direction, no matter how 
hard they slam on the left stick. In general, web swinging and wall crawling is more frustrating then they ought to be. This 
becomes very apparent in the Noir Spider-Man chapters.

Noir Spider-Man is the only Spider-Man that diverges from the formula of the rest of the game. In this mode, 
players have to sneak their way around levels and stealthily subdue evildoers. The Noir portions of Spider-Man: Shattered 
Dimensions are very sleek and stylish. The graphics heavily affect the gameplay. As players stick to the shadows, the 
graphics turn to black and white, and when players are exposed in the light; everything turns to its natural color.
However, despite its slick presentation, Noir Spider-Man falls severely short of its mark. The format of a Noir chapter 
follows the basic format of: sneak, save citizens and repeat. Every now and then, the game will throw in a section of beat 
‘em up, but it’s not quite as satisfying. Apparendy Noir Spider-Man didn’t get super strength from the list of powers. The 
main issue with Noir is the movement. Spider-Man always wants to lock on to an enemy nearby. The camera then becomes 
fixated on the target. This is frustrating when players need to survey the rest of the area to check and see if anyone is 
watching. When Noir Spider-Man is discovered due to an unforeseen enemy, he must escape. Web slinging is unusually 
clunky. Zipping from one point to another is also unnecessarily difficult as the point lock-on system seems to go to the 
nearest point, rather than the one which Spider-Man is facing, or where he wants to go. This causes further frustration in 
boss batdes.

The boss batdes of Spider-Man: Shattered Dimensions are mediocre. Dodge some attacks. Find a patter. Punch in 
face. Occasionally the game will give players the opportunity to deal some serious damage and this causes the camera to 
go into a first-person mode, allowing players to literally punch the boss in the face, Then at the end of the boss battie, the 
finishing blow isn’t some button pressing sequences, it’s a basic attack. So it doesn’t have that satisfying, “crack,” “wham” 
or “bazinga” that really drives home the final blow. However, after all the fighting is done, players are treated to cut-scenes 
with top-notch voice acting.

The style and presentation of Spider-Man: Shattered Dimensions is phenomenal. Each of the different dimensions 
has their own graphical style and personality. The Amazing Spider-Man universe is plain old, modern-day New York. The 
Ultimate ‘verse is one of the world beyond New York, in other words not that much different from the Amazing one. The 
2099 dimension is New York in the year 2099, with towering skyscrapers, flying cars and police officers that are corrupted 
by big business and wear outfits straight from Tron. Last but not least is the Noir Spider-Man, which is set in the 1950s, 
where the villains are more of the mundane mafia variety as opposed to their outlandish super counterparts.
On top of that Stan Lee narrates the whole game, himself. The script for the game is masterfully done, as it captures the 

tone of Spider-Man, with wisecracks and enough puns to make Richard Gavitt blush.
However, despite all of this, Spider-Man: Shattered Dimensions falls short. It has an impressive style and presentation, 

but plays badly. Leave this one on the shelves, folks.

Just Wright .
Washington Post News Wire Service

“Just Wright” (PG, 111 minutes): Fifteen 
minutes into “Just Wright,” a romantic comedy 
about a 35-year-old perpetually single gal 
named Leslie Wright (Queen Latifah) asks, 
“When am I going to meet that one amazing 
guy who thinks I’m the one woman he can’t 
live without?”

It takes about five minutes before 
basketball star Scott McKnight (rapper-actor 
Common) shows up at the gas station. He’s 
charming, handsome and rich, not to mention 
a perfect gentleman. He’s in a new car and can’t 
open his tank. Leslie, a tomboyish physical 
therapist, helps him out, resulting in an 
invitation to a party at his house for Leslie and 
her much prettier god sister, Morgan (Paula 
Patton). Scott falls in love with Morgan, who 
refers to seduction as her “job.”

When he seriously injures his knee, 
Morgan dumps him and Leslie steps back 
in. For a movie with no surprises, Common 
and his co-star have a connection that feels 
unforced and very, very real. Contains brief 
vulgarity and a scene of sensuality. DVD 
extras: a gag reel and interviews with Latifah, 
Common and NBA players in the cast.
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NMC recreation and 
intramural sports

2010 - 2011
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Week of Intramural Sports League

Sept. 3 Coed Whiffle Ball 1
20 Coed Whiffle Ball 2
27 Coed Whiffle Ball 3

Oct. 4 Coed Whiffle Ball Playoffs
11 Flag Football 1
18 Flag Football 2
25 Flag Football 3

Nov. 1 Flag Football 4
8 Flag Football Playoffs

15 Coed Dodgeball 1
22 Coed Dodgeball 2
29 Coed Dodgeball 3

Dec. 6 Coed Dodgeball Playoffs

Jan. 24 Coed Indoor Soccer 1
31 Coed Indoor Soccer 2

Feb. 7 Coed Indoor Soccer 3
14 Coed Dodgeball Playoffs
21 Coed Basketball 1
28 Coed basketball 2

Mar. 7 Coed Basketball 3
14 Coed Basketball 4
21 Coed Basketball Playoffs
28 Spring Break

Apr. .4 Coed Volleyball 1
11 Coed Volleyball 2
18 Coed Volleyball 3
25 Coed Volleyball Playoffs

For more information call Tom Kasper at 995- 
1199 during open recreation hous.

“India and Its Neighbors” kicks off IAF season on Thursday, September 16. Ambassador 
Shashank, former secretary of India. A member of India’s Foreign Service since 1966, his postings 
have included serving an ambassador to South Korea, Denmark and Libya. He is presently a visiting 
professor in the Center on African Studies at Jawaharlal Nehru University in New Delhi, president of 
the Indian Council for International Cooperation, and a media commentator on international affairs. 
The program will begin with a reception in the Sculpture Court of the Dennos Museum Center at 
5:15 p.m. and are followed at 6 p.m. by the lecture and a discussion period Milliken Auditorium. All 
current educators and students are admitted free.

• October 21: “Challenges Facing Subsharan Africa in the 21st Century, “ Dr. Pauline Muchina, 
Senior Partnership Advisor for UNAIDS in Washington.

• November 18: “Afghanistan: An Insider’s View,” Jack Segal, recent top NATO Advisor on 
Afghanistan.

The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, Now — October 2, is being shown at The 
Old Town Play House. Each year, the best and brightest across the country gather for spelling 
bees, and so it is in Putnam County. Six unlikely heroes, each experiencing their own agony of 
adolescence, learn that winning isn’t everything and losing doesn’t necessarily make you a loser. The 
25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee is a rollicking good time for everyone, with energetic 
musical numbers, audience participation and of course, big words to spell! Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday performances begin at 8 p.m. and Sunday at 3 p.m. For more information, visit www. 
oldtownplayhouse.com or call the Box Office at (231) 947-2210.

Red Wings Training Camp, will be held September 18 through the 21 at die Centre ICE Arena. 
Traverse City becomes “Hockeytown North” once again as the Detroit Red Wings bring their fall 
training camp to Centre ICE Arena. Fans can come watch and meet team members in the sport’s 
most “up close and personal” series of events. Tickets for all the events are priced deliberately low 
($15 for daily workouts, $25 for the Red & White game.) For information on tickets contact Centre 
ICE Arena at (231) 933-7465 or log on to www.centreice.org.

One Woman’s Creative Journey, September 19, 2010, through January 2, 2011, The Dennos 
Museum Center will host a new exhibit this fall inspired by ethnic and historic garments of Anita 
Mayer. The designs are original clothing in her Anacortes studio and she believes there should be 
something magical and unique in what we wear each day and she wants to share this concept of 
clothing with others. For more visit www.dennosmuseum.org or call (231) 995-1055.

Trunk Sale: Cuadros Saturday and Sunday, September 18 - 19. The Dennos Museum Store presents 
a trunk sale of Cuadros from the artist cooperative at Pamplona Alta. A variety of sizes and prices 
will be available. The Museum Store will also feature books, free-trade crafts, and other items 
relating to the exhibitions.

Stiching Stories of Miracles and Memories, September 19, 2010, through January 2, 2011, is an 
exhibition that features embroidered and appliqued fabric pictures called Cuadros. These pictures 
were created by the women of two art cooperatives, Manos Anchashinas and Compacto Humano, 
located in Pamplona Alta, on the outskirts of Lima, Peru. Featured in this exhibition are Cuadros 
representing typical themes produced by the women, as well as a special commissioned project called 
Miracles and Memories. For more information visit www.dennosmuseum.org or call (231) 995-1055.

*
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Leelanau Harvest Tour, September 19, 2010, is a great biking adventure for both families and 
single riders as the fall colors begin to show and temperatures begin to cool. The area has much 
to offer including cherry orchards, wineries, beaches and dunes. The event starts and ends at Glen 
Lake Schools. Cyclists may register now for $30. Families may register for $70. Ride applications 
may be obtained at any of the Traverse City area bike stores or at the TART Trails office. For more 
information visit www.leelanauharvesttour.org or call at (231) 941-4300.

Acme Fall Festival, Friday, September 24, and Saturday, September 25, In the Acme Area is a two- 
day festival that includes a Golf Outing, Dinner & Show, a Pancake Breakfast, a Car Show, Crafts 
Show, Tour of Music House, Parade of Farms, Food Vendors, Farmer’s Market & Bake Sale and 
Wine Tasting. There will also be a Silent Auction held during the Golf Outing Sept. 24 and ending at 
2 p.m. on Sept. 25 during the Car & Crafts Show. For more information please visit the Acme 
Business Association’s website at www.DiscoverAcme.com

Bowers Harbor By Moonlight, September 24, 2010, paddle out from Bowers Harbor to see 
the moon rise before the sun sets, watch the stars come out, and return by the light of the full 
moon. Locally produced chocolate and cherries dessert bites included. The tour runs from 6:30 —
9 p.m., $45/person. Custom Tours available. Please call for information or reference our website: 
www.traversebaypaddler.com.

An Afternoon with Miss Michigan, Sunday, September 26, 3:00 p.m., Dennos Museum Center. The Miss 
America Competition is the American festival honoring women featured in the book, “Celebrating Women,” 
which explores the ins and outs of the competition. In this presentation the current Miss Michigan, Katie La- 
Roche, will speak about her experience in the Miss Michigan and Miss America competitions, what made that 
meaningful to her, and what the Miss American competitions say to us about what we value in women.

<1
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Have we reached global peak oil production?
Experts coming to TC say yes

-•SV

IZACH NITZKIN
Press Managing Editor

Traverse City will play host to two 
peak-oil experts this month. On Friday, 
September 17 Richard Heinberg will 
speak at NMC’s Oleson Center on “The 
Truth About Energy, The Economy, and 
You.” On Sunday, September 19, Nicole 
Foss will speak at the Traverse Area 
District Library on a myriad of energy 
topics including: oil supply, renewable 
energies, and market behaviors.

“This is not an easy topic, but we 
should consider how increasing gas 
prices will affect our region,” said Joe 
VanderMeulen, executive director of 
LIAA, a Traverse City-based nonprofit 
community service organization that 
is helping to co-sponsor the Heinberg

i
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Oil Field Production Curve

PLOT OF A THEORETICAL OIL FIELD oil
production curve by David Moe, 2006.
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event. “Gas was over £4 a gallon just two 
years ago. We want to learn about the 
threat and how our communities might 
prepare for surging energy costs.”

What is Peak Oil?
Peak Oil is the concept that because 

fossil fuels are a finite resource, there 
comes a point where you will reach the 
maximum amount, or peak amount, 
of fuels before the resource starts to 
dwindle.

However, as the cost of oil 
production increases eventually there is 
a threshold beyond which oil producers 
will be forced to spend more money on 
infrastructure than will be recouped from 
selling their product.

Heinberg is best known as a leading 
educator on the limits of oil production 
and how increasing costs will impact 
our economic, food, and transportation

systems.
“Oil is a finite natural resource that 

powers our economy,” said Jim Mclnnes, 
president and CEO of Crystal Mountain 
Resort and Spa in Thompsonville, where 
Heinberg was a keynote speaker at the 
“Conference on Michigan’s Future: 
Energy Economy and Environment” in 
2008. “While we won’t be running out of 
oil anytime soon, we may be reaching a 
point of maximum world oil production 
often referred to as ‘peak oil.’ Richard 
Heinberg is one of the world’s most 
distinguished peak oil educators.”

Transition Town
Foss is being hosted by Traverse 

City Transition Town a group of local 
residents dedicated to 
transitioning Traverse City 
beyond dependence on 
fossil fuels.

Themes that Foss will 
be speaking on: how will 
capitalism and finance 
respond to a crisis of peak 
oil? Also, Foss will address 
the current recession, 
exploring the idea if it is an 
“ordinary” recession or the 
edge of the next system 
change.

Foss will explain 
in plain language the 
economic and social 
challenges of the financial 
crisis, including the future 

of taxes, unemployment, 
housing prices, business 
sales, and investments.

“I’m a big picture person,” says Foss. 
“I try to integrate everything that I’ve 
done into my talks.”

Foss has been a biologist and 
environmental consultant, a lawyer, a 
research fellow at the Oxford Institute 
of Energy Studies, and president of 
a renewable energy grid connection 
company. She is the former editor of 
“The Oil Drum” Canada and currently 
edits a web site called “The Automatic 
Earth.”

Is Oil Still Plentiful?
LIyod’s of London, the famed 

insurance company, in partnership with 
Chatham House, released a report this 
year that drew a number of sobering 
conclusions. Among them, was that 
by 2013 the world economy will likely 
experience a pronounced “supply 
crunch.” Their white paper, Sustainable

Energy Security concludes that it is feasible 
to expect potential oil prices around $200 
a barrel.

Lloyd’s pointed out that when there 
are changes in oil prices, these affect

PETROSTATE: The ConocoPhillips oil refinery near Baton Rouge, La., 
was purchased from BP Amoco in 2000. Even though Louisiana's oil 
and gas production peaked in 1970, refineries, oil import facilities and 
thousands of miles of pipeline continue to make the energy industry a 
powerful force in the state. Bloomberg News photo by Derick E. Hingle

changes in other parts of the energy 
sector - especially natural gas prices.

Other major conclusions from their 
findings are that:
• A third industrial revolution for energy 
may prove paramount, but will come at 
a cost.
• The global energy infrastructure is 
growing vulnerable to unanticipated 
and severe weather events triggered by

changing climate patterns.
• As businesses re-assess global supply 
chains and “just-in-time” models they 
must increase their resilience against 
supply disruptions.

Want to Learn More?
The Heinberg presentation starts 

at 6:30pm (9/17) and is at the Oleson 
Center at Northwestern Michigan 
College. The Foss presentation starts at 
1:00 p.m. (9/19) and is at the Traverse 
Area District Library. Both are free to 
the public. The full Sustainable Energy 
Security white paper is available at www. 
chathamhouse.org.uk.

- •
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