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We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may

State of Michigan set to sail
60-day cruise is a chance for real-world experience

Press Photo/CALEB STRAIGHT

I MATT TOMLINSON
Press Staff Writer

The Great Lakes Maritime Academy is heading to
ward the open water in early May on the State of Michi
gan, the school’s sailing vessel. So the State of Michigan 
wont be gracing just Grand Traverse Bay this year, but 
the whole of the northern Great Lakes region.

The voyage is part of the Academy’s sea projects, 
a chance for the maritime students to get real world 
experience on the boats in either the engine or deck 
departments. The projects can either be completed on 
the State of Michigan, or can be done on Great Lakes 
and ocean freighters if the arrangements are made.

This will be Tim Fitzgerald’s second sea proj
ect. Fitzgerald is a student in the Academy’s engine 
program. Why did he decide to join the Maritime 
Academy?

“The water definitely had something to do 
about it, I have always been surrounded by water,” 
says Fitzgerald. “Definitely the money as well.”

This will be the first sixty-day cruise ever done 
on the State of Michigan. Fitzgerald is looking for
ward to it.

“I think it will be a good experience.”
The trip is also accredited; the sea project counts 

as nine credits, and classes will also be offered while 
on the water.

The State of Michigan will sail all of the Great 
Lakes this summer except Lake Ontario.

“The farthest east we are going is Cleveland, the 
farthest north is Duluth. I think we will stay in a 
lot of the rivers so that the deck students can get 
time operating in the rivers,” says Fitzgerald.

Both Fitzgerald and McFall are confident about the 
job oudook for their chosen major come graduation.

“The sea project I was on last year said they 
would hire me back,” says McFall.

“I will start lining up jobs next year, but the 
Maritime Academy still stands behind their almost 
100% job placement,” says Fitzgerald.

“I had been to some other schools and I wanted 
to try something different,” adds maritime student 
Andy McFall.
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2010 graduates 
face tough future 

with hope
■ KELLY DOBEK
■ Press Staff Writer

As students are fitted for their caps and gowns, one question 
often lingers in their minds: is it worth it?

With the job market in the trash can, graduating students may 
be disappointed with the chances of starting their careers. Many 
graduates are future teachers. Unfortunately, Michigan has a surplus 
of teachers and nowhere to put them.

Paige Billette is a returning student graduating this spring with a 
certification in secondary education from GVSU.

White Pine Press: What was your first degree?
Paige Billette: [An] English Bachelor’s from Michigan State.
WPP: Why did you return to school?
Billette: I wanted to be a teacher. I was in Chicago and did some 

research on schools in the area and in Michigan. I wanted end up in 
Michigan anyway, so I narrowed it down to Michigan schools. The 
smartest choice was Grand Valley because I didn’t want to get into 
more debt going back to Michigan State.

WPP: Any job prospects?
Billette: Prospects are pretty bleak. I have a long-term substitute 

position that will last till the end of the year. I have applied to 
TCAPS, there are openings next year but it is still uncertain.

PAIGE BILLETTE during her student teaching.

• See GRADUATES on page 3
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Let’s all do the Barbecue!
Sunday, May 16, 11am-5pm
NORTHWESTERN MICHIGAN COLLEGE

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
$5 advance, $6 day-of 

For information or to buy tickets 
call (231} 995.1020
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Have you seen Jacob 
Cabinaw?
Jacob Cabinaw, age 31 (known as Jake) has 
been missing since March 31. He was last 
seen in downtown Traverse City wearing his 
grey mechanics clothes (jacket and work 
pants) and brown boots. He drives a silver 
2002-03 Chevy Malibu with a damaged 
panel on the front passenger side, license 
plate number BKQ4107. Jake was a student 
last year in NMC’s technical science program 
and has been working at Dave’s Garage.
More information about the search can be 
found at www.findjacob.info. Leads can be 
directed to the Grand Traverse Co. Sheriff s 
office at 995-5000.

Baja racer brings home award
The NMC Engineering Club returned quite victorious from the Society for Automotive 
Engineering Baja Carolina race in Greenville, SC. Out of 100 schools competing in five 
events, NMC placed 6th in tractor pull, 42nd in maneuverability, 53rd in endurance, 
58th in acceleration and 67th in suspension, with an overall placement of 65th-—better 
than last year’s standing of 71st. The results are impressive considering that the Engineer
ing Club raced a car they built in just three weeks and NMC was one of only two com
munity colleges represented at the Baja. The highlight of the weekend was the “most with 
the least” award our engineers won for their performance.

World Labyrinth Day
The World Labyrinth Society has designated Saturday May 1 as World Labyrinth 

Day. This annual Global event invites the world to “Walk As One at 1:00” in an attempt 
to create a wave of peaceful energy moving around the planet. People are invited to walk 
a labyrinth at 1:00 p.m. in their local time zones.

Unity Church of Traverse City will have a celebration at the labyrinth called Sacred 
Steps. This labyrinth is located in the beautiful woods behind the church on Five Mile 
Road in Traverse City. There will be several participating musicians, a drumming group, a 
meditation and other entertainments before and after the walk.

A labyrinth has been likened to a maze. Its origins are unknown, but labyrinths 
having been found all over the world dating from earliest antiquity. The earliest recorded 
use was in Greek mythology. Labyrinths are thought to enhance right brain activity, 
and uses include problem solving, conflict resolution, walking meditation, modern day 
pilgrimage and stress management.

Unity Church ofTraverse City will hold the second annual celebration of World 
Labyrinth Day on Saturday May 1 at 3600 Five Mile Road in Traverse City. Everyone 
is invited to Walk As One at 1:00 p.m. This labyrinth is open to the public at any 
time throughout the year. Unity also has a new outdoor amphitheater which will have 
activities this summer. For further information contact (231) 938-9587.

LIFTOFF

White Pine Press 
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LAUNCH

LOGAN YANCEY does a backflip 
in celebration of warmer weather.
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KATELYN PATTERSON in the
classroom.

GRADUATES continued

.. .1 could get a job right away if I wanted to move.
WPP: What keeps you in the area?
Billette: [A] combination of things. Family and friends, the 

area itself. I have lived in big cities, lived in Europe for a while. I 
love Traverse City. .. .1 had a really great experience through the 
University Center. It is such a different feel [from] Michigan State, 
where classrooms have hundreds of students. Here.. .the classrooms 
only have seven to ten students, everyone knows your name. It is very 
different and I liked it a lot better.

Paige is not the only graduating student who is facing the 
struggles in the job market. Fellow student Katelyn Patterson is 
graduating with a degree in English and Psychology along with a 
certification to teach secondary education.

White Pine Press: Why did you choose these degrees?
Katelyn Patterson: I always knew I wanted to teach or be in 

education but upon graduating high school, I decided secondary 
education was right.
Being an English teacher 
seemed logical. English 
and helping younger 
people are my two 
passions. I want to stay 
in the Traverse City 
area and stay involved, 
teaching just seems like 
the perfect avenue.

WPP: Why NMC?
Patterson: I began to 

dual enroll while I was 
in high school. NMC 
was affordable and held 
a good reputation, and it 
also fed into the program 
at Grand Valley.

WPP: How long has 
it taken to complete 
your degree?

Patterson: About 
three years.

WPP: What are your 
career plans?

Patterson: Ideally, here in Northern Michigan teaching 6-12 
grade. That would be my dream. But filling any vacancy in a school 
would be a good way to be involved. . ..I would love to eventually 
teach advanced placement or honors courses, and in time possibly 
some special education classes.

WPP: What will the future be like for our graduating class?
Patterson: Good and bad. Good because you have to be better 

than the competition and it is good to see the best of the best in 
the schools. Good because with the limited opportunity, the most 
qualified person gets the job. Good because it proves that it was the 
career option that you choose. Bad because there is no guarantee that 
the school will be back to keep you staffed.

WPP: Do you plan to further your education?
Patterson: Before I started to student teach I was 100% going 

to go onto graduate school. But I quickly realized I needed more 
experience in the classroom to narrow down the area in which I 
would like to study before I went on to my Masters or above.

WPP: Any job prospects?
Patterson: A lot of vacancies are pending on the piece of 

legislation for teacher retirement in the state to pass or not. The time 
in which we were supposed to know has been delayed twice. If it does 
pass, there will be numerous openings in the TCAPS system and then 
they will hold interviews. I have submitted two applications so far 
but I have not heard anything at this point.

WPP: Comments?
Patterson: It has been rewarding to finally reach this point. I have 

been working toward this for three years, now the real fun begins.

Tired of retirement? Go to NMC!

LUC SERRIERE, a history major, will be graduating from NMC this spring.

■
 NORA STONE

Press Editor

Luc Serriere, a history major, will be graduating 
this spring with his associate’s degree from NMC.

White Pine Press: Tell us a little about yourself.
Luc Serriere: I’m an old guy, I’m pushing 

70. I came to this country when I was 21.1 
had no experience whatsoever, no diploma. So 
I started looking for work and I found a job as 
a typewriter repairman [which] got me into the 
office equipment business... In 1986 I got married 
a second time... We just sold [our] business five 
years ago and because she’s from Michigan, we 
retired here.

WPP: Why did you decide to go back to school?
Serriere: Well, in my case it’s not going back, 

it’s going, because I don’t even have a high school 
diploma. I was not a very good student. Not a bad 
guy, but I just could not follow rules. I went to—I 
counted one day—eleven different schools in my 
twelve years of schooling. And finally after the last 
one my father said, “You’re 18, it’s time to go in the 
army.” So I did a stint.. .of three years.

When I came here, it was work work work; I 
got married early, we had two kids, we bought a 
house, just busy following the American Dream.
.. .But one day I said, if I don’t have anything 
better to do I’ll go back to education. I got tired of 
working on an old truck when I started retirement.

WPP: What will you do with your degree?
Serriere: Nothing much, except tell my kids 

that I’m just as smart as they are. And I have a 
paper to prove it!

WPP: What are you going to do after 
graduation?

Serriere: The plan at this point is to go to 
CMU. The problem is, because of my vision, I 
don’t feel good about taking online classes.. .and I 
like the [classroom] interaction better, I’m a verbal 
kind of a guy. And the prospect of having to live 
in a small apartment for a couple of years doesn’t 
appeal to me too much.

WPP: You’re not the average NMC student. 
How has that changed your experience here?

Serriere: I love the experience because I’m with 
vouns people. Youns people have a lot of new

ideas to me... [they] typically think out of the box 
because they don’t know it cannot be done. I hear a 
lot of different ideas.

WPP: "What has been your favorite class?
Serriere: Because of my interest, history classes 

have been my best. This [Western Civilization 
from 1500] has been my seventh history class.
But I must say that this semester I enjoyed my 
philosophy class; I thought Mella [McCormick] 
was an excellent presenter of both sides of the 
issues, and I also enjoyed my English class.

WPP: You’re not getting this degree for 
a better job; how has that changed how you 
approach learning?

Serriere: I believe, and I always believed, ever 
since I was a little tyke, that anything worth doing 
is worth doing well. So when I came to college,
I was going to do it well. Because I don’t have 
to work.. .1 can spend a huge amount of time 
researching. I am at an advantage over the regular 
student, and I do have a good GPA, but it’s not 
because I’m smart, it’s because I have the time to 
do the study.

WPP: I bet it’s because you’re smart, too.
Serriere: Well, maybe...
WPP: What else would you like to say?
Serriere: I’d like to add that NMC has been a 

wonderful experience for me. I was asked recently 
to summarize my experience in six words—no 
more, no less. And I came up with: “the best 
education at the best price.”

WPP: That’s seven words.
Serriere: I removed the “at” so it’s “the best 

education comma the best price.”
The other thing I’d like to say is that I cringe, I 

literally cringe, over two things: people my age or 
people in their 40s and 50s saying “Oh, kids today, 
blah blah blah.” Kids today are no worse than 
they were when I was a kid. I think that approach 
has been heard ever since Aristotle created the 
first school, so that bugs the devil out of me. And 
the other pet peeve is kids [who] don’t take their 
opportunity seriously... That I think is shameful.
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CAN YOU TAKE IT WITH YOU?

NMC PLAYERS are in rehearsals for their spring performance of You 
Can't Take It With You, the 1936 comedy by George S. Kaufman and 
Moss Hart. Sara Poland and Matt Merrick in character as Alice Sycamore 
and Tony Kirby.

A KISS FOR GRANDPA Joel Curiel as Grandpa Sycamore and Heath
er Mork as hopeful ballerina Essie Carmichael. See them onstage April 
23 at 7 p.m., April 24 at 2 and 7 p.m. and April 25 at 2 p.m.

CAUGHT BETWEEN TWO LOVERS Sara Poland (I) and Jeanette Hag- 
berg are dual cast as Tony Kirby's sweetheart Alice Sycamore. Tickets 
for the show will be available at the door of Scholars Hall room 217.

Press Photos/NORA STONE
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Student aid over
haul passes House

■
 WALTER HAMILTON and LARRY GORDON
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

LOS ANGELES - The federal government is moving toward the most sweeping 
overhaul of college financial aid in decades.

The House of Representatives voted for the measure as part of its passage of 
health care legislation Sunday.

Under the proposal, private lenders would no longer make federally subsidized 
student loans. Instead, the government would make all such loans itself, instead of 
only some as it does now.

Eliminating the middleman would save the government an estimated $61 
billion over the next decade. About $36 billion of that would be used to increase 
so-called Pell grants for lower-income students. The legislation also allocates $2.5 
billion to historically black colleges, $2 billion to community colleges and at least 
$10 billion to reduce the federal deficit.

The Senate is expected to take up the measure as early as this week.
Backers of the move hailed it as a boon for students struggling to pay for college 

in a tough economy.
“This is incredibly good news for students and families and taxpayers,” said 

Lauren Asher, president of the Project on Student Debt, a nonprofit advocacy 
group in Berkeley, Calif. “Taxpayer dollars that were being used to guarantee 
private lenders’ profits are now being redirected to student aid and other important 
reforms to help keep college more affordable.”

The bill would boost annual Pell grants, which go to about 6 million students, 
to a maximum of $5,975 by 2017 from $5,550 this year.

Without the legislation, the grants could be cut in coming years to offset a 
funding shortfall.

But other advocates said the bill wouldn’t do enough to ensure cash-strapped 
families access to college.

An earlier version would have boosted the maximum Pell grant to $6,900.
And even though the grants would be indexed to inflation for the first time, 
that provision would be in effect for only five of the next 10 years, said Mark 
Kantrowitz, publisher of Finaid.org, a college-aid Web site.

“It’s falling far short of tuition inflation,” he said. “It could have been a lot better.”
Thirty years ago, Pell grants covered 77 percent of the average tuition at a public 

university, Asher said. That’s down to 35 percent today.
The financial industry has lobbied hard against the bill, arguing it would cost 

jobs at student-loan companies, which would still have contracts to service some 
student loans.

Kevin Bruns, executive director of America’s Student Loan Providers, a trade 
group, predicted the legislation would reduce the quality of service to borrowers 
because private operators would make lower profits.

“The margins on service contracts are pretty narrow,” he said.
Sarah Bana, 21, an economics major and student government activist at University 

of California at Irvine, was in Washington this week to lobby for the bill.
“It was beautiful to see legislators finally speaking up for students and students’ 

rights,” she said.
Bana, a senior, said she received a $3,400 Pell grant this year and about $12,400 

in other financial aid.
Pell grants “are definitely a big factor for me being able to come to college,” she said.
Nancy Coolidge, the UC system’s coordinator of student financial support, said 

she was very pleased about the bill, especially its protection of the Pell grants. More 
than 55,000 UC students receive Pells, totaling about $200 million a year and 
averaging about $3,500 per UC recipient, she said.

If the bill had failed, the maximum Pell grant would have dropped to about 
$2,150, less than half the $5,500 maximum projected for next year, she said. “So 
this is a very good outcome. It’s a big relief,” she said.

The legislation’s provisions on loans wouldn’t affect UC students much because 
all 10 UC campuses have already opted to offer loans directly from the federal 
government, avoiding private lenders.

One benefit would be a slightly lower interest rate for parents who take out 
federal Plus loans, Coolidge said. And students who started out with private bank 
loans would be able to consolidate those with direct government loans when they 
graduate, she said.
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“Green” renovation discussed for new property
« r

I MATT TOMLINSON
Press Staff Writer

The college’s recent purchase of the old ACRA 
manufacturing plastic injection molding plant is getting 
a face lift soon in order to have students use the building 
as early as next spring semester. NMC also intends to 
certify the program through Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED).

Ed Bailey, Campus Construction Coordinator said,
“It will be a LEED green building,” meaning that the 
building will meet the standards set forth by the United 
States Green Building Council.

NMCs Renewable Energy and Construction Trades 
programs will be moving into the building and holding 
most of their classes at this location. The colleges shipping 
department will also be moved to this building to give 
the auto-tech program room for a new hybrid repair 
workspace in their current building.

The purchase of the building was finalized in early 
April for $1.2 million. The renovation is budgeted at 
$800,000 and is planned on being a phased development.

“I want students to come in and help with the 
process,” said Bailey. “I would like to get students involved 
to make sure it would work for them.”

Ray Kendra, a professor of Sustainable Building 
Design and a local architect, also wants his class to be very 
involved in the project.

“I have heard ideas about integrating renewable energy 
and sustainable concepts in such a way that it would tie 
in with the actual programs that are taking place in that 
facility,” said Kendra. “Anytime we can provide hands- 
on educational opportunities for students I think it is a 
great thing. There is also interest from several students 
in the EGY 105 class to help with portions of LEED 
documentation as an educational opportunity.”

Kendras class goes over how to build a LEED green 
building and the credits you
must attain to do it.

LEED accreditation will 
be hard to arrive at in a pre
existing structure. “We are 
shooting for the basic LEED 
rating, but even this could 
still be hard,” said Bailey.

Both Bailey and Kendra 
express the need for the 
college to make this a LEED- 
accredited building.

Conrad Heins a professor of NMCs Principles of 
Renewable Energy class said, “I think it could be a way for 
the college to indicate that it is putting its money where 
its mouth is,” he said. “We could make it a showcase of 
renewable energy projects.”

The professors aren’t the only ones excited about 
the prospect of a new “green” building. Jack Slaggert, a 
student in the Renewable Energy classes, said, “I think 
doing a green building could positively affect the building 
trades.”

The current building plans include having a 
conference room, a walled-in classroom, and three open 
areas of the building that were previously the factory floor 
will be converted into lab space and class space for the 
incoming programs. Kendra and Bailey both believe that 
LEED green building credits could possibly be attained

"I would like to get students 
involved to make sure it 
would work for them."

Ed Bailey

Press Photo/MATT TOMLINSON

RENOVATIONS to the new home of the Renewable Energy and Construction Trades programs 
will begin this summer. Talks are currently underway about how best to use the space and en
sure that the building is environmentally-friendly. The college is currently considering pursuing 
LEED certification for the new building, purchased in April for $1.2 million.

by incorporating new lighting fixtures in the building, 
preferred parking for alternative energy vehicles and 
bicycles, storm water retention for irrigation and non- 
potable water usage, and the alternative energy systems 
the building will have for the Renewable Energy program. 
Kendra also thinks that operating systems of the building 
will need an update.

“As long as the scope of work includes major
mechanical modifications,” says Kendra,
“as well as the building envelope meaning 
the exterior walls, roof and window 
improvements, LEED certification would 
be a possibility.”

With a dedicated new building for 
these programs some would wonder how 
much they are expected to grow.

“I think the expectation is that they will 
expand, they have an advisory committee 
that wants to move all the programs 
forward” says Bailey.

Slaggert believes that the space will 
ultimately make the programs better. “I think the 
expansion gives a good opportunity to develop working 
labs,” said Slaggert.

To achieve the campus feel on the project, the 
building will be linked to the automotive and aviation 
buildings across the street as well as the M-Tech center 
further down the road. Bailey thinks the campus feeling ' 
will be achieved by “interconnecting some sidewalks to 
our various buildings and including some signage that 
designates parts of Aero Park drive as a campus.”

Overall the possibility of adding a new facility has 
created a lot of questions about what NMC is going to do 
with it and how that will affect the students.

“It was a planned thoughtful purchase that is adjacent 
to other college facilities,” says Bailey.

Kendra also had his own thoughts on the process

saying, “I think the acquisition of the ACRA property is 
exciting for the college and construction trades program.
I think the concept of a small campus connected by 
walkable links is a great idea.”

In the end, it would seem that the tired, old 
manufacturing building is being reinvented to house 
students of Michigan’s bourgeoning “green” economy in an 
exciting new expansion of the college’s offered programs.

So, what is LEED?
LEED is an internationally recognized green building 
certification system, providing third-party verifica
tion that a building or community was designed and 
built using strategies aimed at improving perfor
mance across all the metrics that matter most: ener
gy savings, water efficiency, CO2 emissions 
reduction, improved indoor environmental quality, 
and stewardship of resources and sensitivity to 
their impacts.

Developed by the U.S. Green Building Council 
(USGBC), LEED provides building owners and opera
tors a concise framework for identifying and imple
menting practical and measurable green building 
design, construction, operations and maintenance 
solutions.

• LEED is flexible enough to apply to all building types, 
commercial as well as residential. It works through
out the building lifecycle - design
and construction, operations 
and maintenance, tenant 
fitout, and significant retro
fit. And LEED for Neighbor
hood Development extends 
the benefits of LEED beyond 
the building footprint into 
the neighborhood it serves.
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Four-year degrees 
would enhance NMC

Note from the Editor

It has been suggested recently by prominent Traverse City 
figures that a four-year institution would be a great benefit to our 
community.

Bills in the Michigan House and Senate may allow something 
similar within the next year. If they pass, Michigan community 
colleges will be allowed to offer certain four-year degrees—in 
nursing, maritime, culinary arts and cement technology—possibly 
within the next year.
_____________________ The Senate bill is currently

in committee, and the House 
bills have yet to be put to a vote.
If passed, NMC President Tim 
Nelson says the college would offer 
bachelors degrees in maritime 
and nursing, with culinary arts a 
possibility in the future.

What would this mean for the 
college?

For one, it would help increase 
NMC’s already significant appeal

to students in these specialized areas of study. President Nelson says 
that a four-year maritime degree from NMC would save maritime 
students about $10,000 from the current program, which requires 
business classes through Ferris State University.

Nursing students would also see considerable gain, since new 
nurses are required to have a bachelors degree within 10 years of 
being hired; for this reason, Munson supports the measures.

Other Michigan four-year institutions, including Ferris, are 
understandably concerned that too many four-year degrees will 
stretch students—and state funds—too thinly across the state.

We don’t believe this will be the case. Because the bachelors 
degrees that will be offered are quite limited in the programs of 
study, students seeking degrees in, say, English or music education 
will still be transferring to bigger schools to finish their programs. 
Rather than snatching hundreds of four-year students from the arms 
of Michigan State and GVSU, NMC will simply be enhancing the 
opportunities for students already drawn specifically to this school.

Were we to have a four-year university in town it would certainly 
bring a more diverse population to the area; more bands would visit, 
more hip boutiques would open. But Michigan already has an Ann 
Arbor; Traverse City should stay Traverse City, and we believe that 
most residents, including many youthful residents, aren’t interested 
in seeing our town turn into a “college town.”

We currently strikes a fine balance between the needs of Traverse 
City’s small-town, tourism-based economy, and the small college- 
aged culture that exists within that system.

(And young folk, if you’re complaining about having nothing to 
do, you’re not looking hard enough.)

NMC should not, and will not, become serious competition for 
the big four-year universities of the state of Michigan. Community 
colleges have an important niche to fill—one that should not 
be ignored. Many current NMC students would not have their 
needs fulfilled at a four-year university, whether it’s for financial, 
educational, or social reasons.

NMC must stay true to itself for the sake of the dual-enrolled high 
school students, the working parents who need a promotion, and 
those for whom an associate’s degree is the goal, not a stepping stone.

Select bachelor’s degrees will be a welcome addition to NMC’s 
curriculum should the bills pass, but in embracing these new 
opportunities the college should not lose sight of its purpose and 
position in the Traverse City community.

THE ISSUE:
Proposed state legislation would 

allow some four-year degrees 
at community colleges. 

OUR VIEW: 
Bachelor's degrees at NMC 
would be a positive thing, 

with some limitations.

I’ll be honest—when I first sat down to write this 
(skating in under the deadline, as usual), I wasn’t 
at all sure what I was going to write about. In fact,
I was quite at a loss for words; an odd experience 
for someone who’s surrounded herself with almost 
nothing but words for the past two years.

Where did this writer’s block come from?
Looking around my dark little office-cave, I have 

such a bittersweet feeling about the end of my time 
here. On one side, I’ve had some of the best laughs, best 
revelations, and best friends of my life down here. On 
another, I’ve had some of the most stressful late nights 
in memory, and I can’t lie—I am relieved to be done.

But I’m just now wrapping my head around the 
fact that this is really it. These words are some of 
the last I’ll write for the paper. Newspapers, once 
you spend enough time with them, become living, 
breathing things, and leaving them is nearly as 
difficult as moving away from your best friend.

Yes, there have been lots of fights, both 
important and petty; but there is also a deep bond, 
an understanding of one another’s faults and 
foibles, loves and lucks.

I’m getting into the swing of it now. “Write what 
you know,” and I know this place. I know how it 
feels when the perfect front page story just drops 
into your lap; when the editorial flows from your 
fingertips in persuasive majesty; when you get a piece 
that’s so well-written you change three commas and 
call it done; when you sweat for hours because your 
most important interview hasn’t called you back yet.

The two things I’m most proud of having 
accomplished this year (other than living through it) are 
our two-issue “state of Michigan” series in February, and 
the launch of our website, www.wltitepinepress.org.

XKCD by Randall Munroe
vou know this newt
RECTANGLE FULL OF 
LITTLE LIGHTS?

NORA STONE
Press Editor-in-Chief

OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts let
ters to the editor from members of the col
lege and community. Letters should be less 
than 400 words, typewritten, and signed 
with your name, address and phone number. 
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, 
spelling and length. Opinions expressed are 
not necessarily those of The White Pine 
Press staff or any college employee.

I SPEND HOST OF MY UFE 
PRESSING BUTTONS TO MAXE 
THE PATTERN Of LIGHTS 
CHANGE HOWEVER X WANT 

I SOUNDS

WRITE US A LETTER

The state of Michigan series was a perfect example of 
the fact that student journalists can be just as concerned 
with the big issues as the big newspapers—and just as 
good at getting the big interviews. Those two issues 
were some of the best work we did here, and I’m proud 
to have my name as editor-in-chief on the masthead.

The website is another great source of pride, the 
product of years of dreaming and months of work. 
While the WPP is still learning how to create an 
online presence and adapt to the “digital age” so 
often mentioned in connection with news media, I 
hope—I believe-—that by creating this website we 
have created a stronger foundation for the future 
success of this newspaper.

I think I’m nearly done now. I have hewed my 
line. When I look to my right I see the wall where 
we’ve taped this year’s issues. There is so much time 
and work displayed on that wall. Not every issue is 
a great one, but all are good, and I leave the White 
Pine Press secure and happy in the knowledge that 
we have done that good work this year.

I leave expectant of the very odd feeling of not 
having another issue to produce. I leave with a smile on 
my face and, because I’m a sap, with a tear in my eye. I 
leave already looking forward to the day, sometime next 
year, when I will come back and bear witness to the 
new heights I know will be reached by next year’s staff.

I hope, so very much, that I have given them 
something good to work with.

A wise girl told me once on parting, “Don’t say 
‘goodbye.’ Say ‘see you later,’ because it’s true.”

See you later, White Pine Press.

NORA STONE
Press Editor-in-Chief

BUT TCW THE PATTERN 
OF LGHT5 IS /4a

J OHGOKTOf
{ PRESSING MORE 

rr$Nor buttons*. 
HELPING! I

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686
BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 
BY FAX: (231)995-2110
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Why the Katyn crash 
should matter to us

■
 BEN ANDERSON
Press Staff Writer

One world event which has grabbed my 
attention and sympathy over the last few days is 
the death of Polish President Lech Kaczynski, his 
wife Maria Kaczynska and scores of that nation’s 
elite. Ninety-seven of Poland’s military leaders, top 
politicians, clergy and scholars died in a plane crash 
in Smolensk, Russia, on Saturday, April 10. They 
were on their way to the Katyn forest in western 
Russia to commemorate the grim 70th anniversary 
of the Katyn Massacre.

In 1940, that forest was the scene of 22,000 
murders of Poland’s military officers and 
intellectuals. The best and brightest of that nation 
were systematically executed by the Soviet secret 
police over a period of a few months. It’s bitterly 
ironic that Poland’s leadership perished en route 
to those same woods seventy years later. They were 
even flying in a 25-year-old Soviet jet.

Russia immediately launched an investigation 
into how the accident happened. So far it’s 
supposed that the crash was due to pilot error 
and heavy fog. This could very well be. But this 
latest tragedy wouldn’t have happened if the Katyn 
Massacre hadn’t occurred.

President Lech Kaczynski was strongly anti
communist and stood for a Poland independent 
of Soviet control. He had been calling for an 
investigation of the Katyn Massacre recently. It’s 
important to remember that up until only 20 
years ago, the Polish government was run by the 
Soviets. In Polish schools up until the late 1980s, 
the version of history taught there claimed that it 
was the Nazis who killed the 22,000 Poles. Under 
Soviet control of their government there was 
obviously Soviet control of information. Gorbachev 
was the first Russian leader to admit that the 
22,000 were killed by Soviet troops under Stalin.

So what does all this mean to you and me? 
Perhaps that history repeats itself in the crudest 
ways, especially to cultures and nations with less 
than superpower status. How do we keep Poland 
and the rest of eastern Europe strong and free?

MAMA

115 - s j'5^^ 11

Buy their products. To start, I’ll endeavor to 
buy Polish potato vodka instead of Russian or 
Swedish vodka from now on. Hamtramck beer 
with imported Polish hops is another option. But 
more importantly, I believe it’s vital for us to take 
a look into the family tree and do a little digging 
into the cultures that our ancestors lived within. 
Chances are your ancestors had been the struggling 
underdogs in the world at some point.

Tyranny and its bitter aftershocks still 
reverberate through the decades. We can better 
resist present and future tyranny worldwide if we 
take an interest in world events and seek credible 
news sources. In America, it’s easy to be insulated 
and distracted from the struggles that much of the 
world faces. But the struggles of our ancestors are 
probably what brought many of us here. Poland 
and much of eastern Europe won their freedom 
back just 20 years ago.

To some Americans, the latest challenge to 
freedom is the health care bill. Tyranny in the 
form of more affordable health care for everyone. 
Let’s get real and imagine real totalitarianism once 
in a while. Then direct some of our awareness, 
compassion and American dollars to those nations 
and cultures who remember tyranny clearly or still 
experience its threat today.

Press Photo/CALEB STRAIGHT

THE CENTER FOR LEARNING experiences an extra- 
high volume of student use this time of year. "It's a ben
eficial tool, so if a student has to miss class they can 
talk to their professor and take a test before or after the 
class," Dan Karlskin, 20, Business Admin.

SOUnD BVTES
"All of a sudden, everything familiar started evaporating. 
Imagine you fall off a boat out in the open ocean, and 
you turn around, and the boat is gone. And then the 
water's gone. And then you're gone." CLARK MARTIN, a retired 
psychologist who took part in a study of hallucinogens after traditional 
depression treatment failed.
NYTimes.com, 4/12/10.

"Beautiful, isn't it?"LEE R. BERGER, a paleoanthropologist, whose son 
Matthew first stumbled on the fossil skull from a new hominid species. 
NYTimes.com, 4/8/10.

"We were probably going to eat him eventually, but now 
that this has happened, he's already been cut up...I'm 
going to enjoy it, too," said 17-year-old VINNIE HUNTINGTON on 
the fate of the 1800-pound bull that attacked him, causing two dislocated 
shoulders among other injuries.
UPI.com, 4/8/10.

"Hi this is Nadia...I'm the girl that got lost," said NADIA 
BLOOM over the phone Tuesday April 13. Church member James King called 
911 when he found Bloom in the swaps of Winter Springs, FL. Bloom, who 
suffers from Asperger's syndrome, was dehydrated and covered in bug bites 
but otherwise okay when rescue workers pulled her out of the swamp. 
Abcnews.com, 4/14/10.

"I would never think my son was going to come to school 
in an 1800s dress and petticoat," said AMANDA HEISLER, a 
concerned parent who was confused when a fashion show at her third- 
graders school was cancelled due to the fact that one angry parent accused 
the school of wanting to turn her son into a cross dresser. The fashion show 
project was meant to honor Women's History Month by showing how far 
women's fashion had come. Instead, due to some odd wording of a project 
prompt Janine Giandomenico (the angry parent) took it as a threat and 
gained the school national attention through her social networking of the 
issue. AssociatedPress.com, 4/14/10.

"It's giving police officers a green light to harass anyone 
who looks or sounds foreign," states executive director of the 
American Civil Liberties Union of Arizona ALESSANDRA SOLER MEETZE on 
Arizona's new immigration law which will allow police officers to question 
people on their immigration status. Immigrants who are unable to show 
documents stating that they are allowed to be in U.S. can be arrested, jailed 
for up to six months, and be fined $2,500. Associated Press.com, 4/14/10.

*
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Signs of completion
Summertime is a time to enjoy our friends 

and family, the out-of-doors, and for some, more 
free time, but it should also be a time when we 
explore how we can fuse the magic and expansion 
of summertime into the long, dark, colder months 
of our region. We should not allow ourselves to be 
completely without focus, learning, or schedule, 
else we wind up struggling more than necessary 
to compose ourselves when we must return to the 
class/box later.

In this time of completion and in-betweenness, 
reflection on the results of current reaping and the 
types of seeds we are about sow in our lives will be 
beneficial. Ending with our best efforts, as well as 
clarity about where this end is leading us to, leaves 
room for both a clear canvas to work with and a 
sense of direction. We can achieve so much more if 
we are “complete” before we move on to the next 
thing. Otherwise, some of our cognitive potential 
is locked up in the incomplete past.

Further, taking the time to assess our goals and 
see if we still want to be heading in the direction 
were going is crucial. We are all the more excellent 
if we examine life’s course in this way!

Along with completion comes the wonder and 
excitement of new beginnings. We can’t know one 
without the other. The cycles of life are depend
able. We can learn a lot from them. Be sure to take 
advantage of the summer’s bountiful pleasantries, 
continue feeding the mind, and consciously choose 
which seeds will be grown (and which ones can die).

Cheers to completion and new beginnings!
Keep up with Amanda’s writing over the summer 

at her blog, www.bluelotusgoddess.blogspot.com.

Press lllustration/MELISSA HOOVER

I am going to write about completion, because 
it is the end of the semester, because I was given 
a “sign” to do so, and because it is where I am at 
in life. While life is not always the linear process 
we would so love for it to package itself as, some 
things do arise before others can. For example, we 
must complete these courses in order to move on 
to the next ones.

HERE AND 
THERE

■
 AMANDA CAMPBELL
Press Staff Columnist

While this is a time of completion, it is also 
a time of in-between, too. We set up our school system 
to allow students and teachers time off, or at least time 
outside of the structure and organization of the rest of 
the year. It is the time in-between school years.

During summer we are able to experience life 
apart from the class/box and convergence with 
the realm of “the world out there.” Here we can 
get our hands into the dirt of life as we experience 
ourselves in roles other than those we play in the 
classroom, whether we are student or teacher.

In some ways, I think that system may generate 
confusion or disappointment when adulthood deliv
ers another experience: one that doesn’t allow for 
a few months of free time during our best season. 
Many students at NMC know all too well the real
ity of summer - no less work! Yet, many seem to 
relax and have a little more fun, regardless of posi
tion in life when it comes to the summer months.

Study languages 
to study the world
i JEANETTE HAGBERG

Press Staff Writer

Throughout my life I’ve always been taught that it’s important to 
learn about different cultures and how the rest of the world works.

In high school I studied German because I wanted to be different. 
Everyone was taking Spanish, and French seemed too hard, so Ger
man it was. Not too many people want to learn German, so I ended 
up eventually having to do an independent study.

I was pretty disappointed when I got 
to NMC and found out that I couldn’t 
continue on my German learning path for 
credit, so I enrolled in extended education.

Now, I’m not saying that there is any
thing wrong with the extended education 
(EE) classes; I learned a lot. However I 
feel like most of that learning was cultural 
rather than linguistic. After a couple of se
mesters I dropped the EE German because 
it was interfering with my and decided to 
start taking Spanish instead.

It seems like most people who take a
foreign language at NMC-—and probably at college in general—are 
trying to fill a graduation requirement. I’m probably an odd duck 
because I take classes that interest me even if they don’t have any
thing to do with graduating. This might not be the most economical 
choice, but it’s working so far.

Even though a large portion of 
my classmates were taking Spanish to 
transfer to Grand Valley or Central 
Michigan, they still seemed to enjoy 
themselves; our class discussions were 
great and everyone seemed to be inter
ested in what was going on.

I managed to learn a lot in the 
Spanish class here, so I decided to give 
French a try. In case you didn’t know, 
the part of your brain that controls 
the first foreign language you learn 
controls all subsequent languages you
study. They’re all packed into the same space, which leads to some 
confusion when you keep adding new ones.

Now don’t get me wrong, I love do
ing this. I think it’s great and I believe 
that everyone should be at least bilin
gual. It’s a little sad that the language 
classes around NMC are never full. I 
can’t really comment on American Sign 
Language, but the spoken language 
rooms are definitely a little empty.

My main incentive for learning all 
these languages is to be able to travel 
to Europe. My mom lived in Germany 
while her brother was stationed there, 
and I’ve heard stories about it my whole 
life. I know it’s stereotypical, but I want 

to travel; I want to see the world. I don’t 
think that you can be from just one place.

I want to be able to tell my great-grandkids that yes, I saw the 
world, and yes, it was amazing.

•»
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CAMPUS QUOTES
Compiled by MATTHEW MONLEYWhat reminds you of summer?

"Flipflops."
ERIN ANTVELINK, 18
Social Work

"Hotdogs and a campfire."
TRAVIS DUNAITIS, 22
Psychology

"Grass and ice cream."
DESIREE NORDSTRAND, 19
Education

"Cherry Festival."
COREY BIDWELL, 25
Aviation

"Beach volleyball."
BRITTANY KLUG, 20
Biology

"Sleeping in."
FRANCIS HARTSUFF, 23
Business Management "The bay and the birds.

JACKIE LENTZ
Pre-Nursing

"Probably the beach."
JOSH PORTERFIELD, 20
Fine Arts

"Hanging out downtown 
and going to local 
concerts."
CHANING KRUSKIE, 19
English and Teaching

"Almost winter again."
DELVON Q. NAPIER, 23
Maritime

"Hot days on the Lake 
Michigan beach with a girl 
named Summer."
HERBY RASHO, 37
General Education

"The smell of someone 
barbequing."
CONNOR MEHO, 18
General Education

"Change, to a lack of the 
seasonal deprivation of 
being outside."
MARK MENCHACA, 23
Nursing

"Legs."
NATHANIEL BRIANAS, 19
Maritime

"My new motorcycle."
JESSE BROWN WARNER, 20
Music

•»
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wwer time;
festivities abound

■ NORMA JEAN MACNAUGHTON
™ Press Staff Writer

Ahh, summer. Dirty bare feet, bustling downtown side
walks, crazy tan lines and orchard-fresh fruit. These are just 
a few of our favorite things. But, when summer comes, and 
you get a day off from the invading Fudgies, you may won
der what fun you can have. Well, look no further than this 
Beginner’s Guide to a Northern Michigan Summer. Here 
you will find festivals, concerts, and pretty much anything 
else that one could need—besides an 80-degree day and a 
campfire on North Bar beach.

Summer’s Just Begun: May
The month of May usually has a few cold days left to bat

ter us with. However, that doesn’t stop Northern Michigan 
from partying like it’s July.

5/6: B-Minus Movie Madness. Check out the Inside 
Out Gallery this summer as they hold a variety of intrigu
ing events, starting with a showing of “The Terror of Tiny 
Town,” a B-list film from 1938. It starts at 7 p.m., popcorn 

is free, and there’s a suggested $5 dona
tion. Inside Out Gallery is located in 

the Warehouse District of Traverse 
City.

5/13 - 5/16: 50th Annual 
Morel Mushroom Festi
val. This kickoff festival is 
held annually in downtown
Boyne City, where the larg
est of hidden morels can 
be found. Feel free to scour 
the woods in the weeks 
before, but it takes a true 
Michigander to find the 
tastiest specimens.

5/14 - 5/16: Empire As
paragus Festival. Held yearly

in downtown Empire, it boasts 
the 5K Kick Ass-paragus Fun 
Walk/Run and the Aspara
gus Cook off. This year, Right 
Brain Brewery is concocting 

asparagus beer, while Norconk’s
Farm offers up pickled and fresh 

asparagus.
5/28: Traverse City Beach Bums 

Opener at Wuerfel Park. The beloved Beach Bums are back 
and ready to trounce the Oakland County Cruisers. The first 
game is at 7 p.m. and admission is $6. Wuerfel Park is locat
ed in Chums Corners.

5/29 - 5/30: Alma Highland Festival Games. Seeing 
grown men with day-glo white legs in kilts makes this Scot
tish tradition worth the drive to Lower Michigan. In its 43rd 
year, this year’s activities include a caber toss and the Satur
day Morning Parade. Held on the campus of Alma College.

Did it Get Hotter? June
6/3 - 6/6: Mancelona Bass Festival. Head to Palmer 

Park for this festival of all things fishy. One of the more fun 
fish festivals in Northern Michigan. Check out mynorth. 
com for more fish-related fests.

6/19: Stone Circle gatherings begin again. Every Satur
day evening until Labor Day, enjoy poetry readings in Kewa- 
din. Bring a blanket and sweater, and cuddle up with other 
great poets.

6/26: Art Rapids. The artsy little community of Elk 
Rapids host this eccentric fine arts fair. The festival 
starts at 10 a.m. and ends around 5 p.m. Take 
a warm drive up to Veterans Memorial Park 
and enjoy the music, judging and demon
strations.

Cherry Fest Already? J UlV
7/1 - 7/4: Cedar Polka Festival.

Probably one of the most fun festivals 
in Northern Michigan, this ode to 
the Polish features dancing, delec
table sausage from Pleva’s Meats, 
and merriment from dusk till 
dawn. Make your way to 
Cedar, located in Leelanau 
County. Admission prices 
vary by day but for all three 
days a pass costs $20.

7/3 - 7/10: Nation
al Cherry Festival. Not much 
needs to be said—it wouldn’t be 
summer without the yearly testament 
Michigan cherries. Highlights include the Cherry Royale Pa
rade, the Pit Spit, concerts in the Open Space and locally- 
made pie. Remember not to eat before riding the Zipper!

7/9 - 7/11: Blissfest. A spectacular musical treat, featur
ing a variety of amazing performances from various genres, 
Bliss is a 30-year mainstay of the Michigan festival scene. 
Guests can come for the day or the weekend with rustic 
camping available. Located near Cross Village. Visit www. 
blissfest.org for more.

7/13 — 7/17: Alpenfest. This festival, held in Gaylord, is 
the creme de la creme of musical festivities. The festival this 
year includes a tribute concert to Journey and the yearly ap
pearance of the Young Americans.

7/9 - 8/27: Friday Night Live. Every Friday night in Tra
verse City head downtown where street music, locally made 
food, and face painting are only a few of the wonderful things 
you’ll find. Stroll the streets, or shop indoors, T.C. stays open 
late for festivities and fun.

7117 - 8/1: Traverse City Film Festival. Michael 
Moore’s yearly addition to our community in T.C. The mov
ies are unannounced as of yet, but keep your eye on the State 
for its yearly line up. Grab your blanket and friends for a free

movie in the Open Space or purchase tickets to an eye-open
ing docudrama.

Ready for Less Traffic Yet? AugUSt 

8/4 - 8/7: Harbor Days. Several days of
fun in Elk Rapids, with street vendors, and 
the most fantastic fireworks all summer. Have 
a weekend of fun in the sun,
and check out the goings on 
of River Street.

8/7 - 8/14:
Northwestern 
Michigan Fair.

Join hundreds of 
Michiganders at the 
fairgrounds south 
of Chum’s Cor

ners for a week
end of rides, tasty 
treats and farmyard 

fun.
8/6 — 8/8: Sleeping Bear Dunegrass and Blues 

Festival. Empire throws its ode to local musicians by 
bringing Soul Patch and Big Sam’s Funky Nation to
town. Order tickets now at dunegrassmusicfestival. 
org.

8/14: Rubber Ducky Festival. An entire festival
devoted to Rubber Ducks and racing them? Heck to the 

yes. Bellaire hosts a 12-day festival which ends with a rubber 
ducky race down the Intermediate River for a quarter of a 
mile. It’s free, it’s fun, and better than the bath tub!

8/21 - 8/22: Peshawbestown Traditional PowWow. It’s 
never summer unless there is a slamming Pow Wow. Featur
ing beautifully choreographed Native American dancing and 
artistry from the town, this event is a can’t-miss dose of cul
ture and history.

Back To School:: August-Sept.
That’s just part of the White Pine Press’s recommen

dations for summer in Northern Michigan; there are tons 
more festivals, concerts, and events that are held through
out the summer. You can find many at www.mynorth.com, 
where there’s a month by month listing of what to do on 
your days off.

Happy summer!

Press lllistrations/RICHARD GAVITT
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Five of natures little known 
Northern Michigan gems

■ JACKI ERICKSON
™ Press Staff Writer

Most people who reside in Northern Michigan have 
a deeply rooted appreciation for nature’s splendor. Here 
people live off the vine, drink water from the icy Great 
Lakes and walk barefoot over gargantuan sand mountains. 
The everyday view makes taking Mother Nature for grant
ed nearly impossible.

For you, like many humans caught in the routine of ev
eryday life, finding new destinations to traverse may not be a 
top priority. To ease your searching woes, I’ve compiled a list 
of five less known, but no less spectacular northern Michigan 
scenic escapes all within one hour’s driving ofTraverse City.

Twin Lakes Park: This wooded park, nestled 4 1/2 miles 
west ofTraverse City on North Long Lake Road, covers 175 
acres of lush forest and lakes. Beyond the spacious paved 
parking lot and dormitory buildings, several trails crisscross 
the wooded landscape meandering away from Twin Lake 
North. Old dried riverbeds give a brief blast of history with a 
string of rusted debris, but in the battle of man vs. forest, for
est has definitely won.

Location: 4.5 miles west ofTraverse City on 
North Long Lake Road.

Directions: Follow North Long Lake Road to Twin Lake.
Pyatt Lake Nature Preserve: Pyatt Lake Nature Preserve 

is tucked snugly in a dense forest off of a dirt road on Old 
Mission Peninsula. A short tree-lined hike and 
visitors chance upon a neat wooded
walkway that leads to a 
small dock overlook
ing Pyatt Lake. Pyatt 
Lake’s marshy bor
ders hide a variety 
of birds, insects and 
small animals. On ei
ther side of the dock sit 
two wooden benches, per
fect for picnicking, or simply sit
ting to watch the wildlife be wild.

» It

The small lakeshore is void of houses and all other proof that 
it’s the 21s' century and gives hikers a chance to truly discon
nect for a short while.

Location: Old Mission Peninsula on Pyatt Road, 
past Bowers Harbor.

Directions: Take Peninsula Dr. north approximately 10 
miles past Bowers Harbor Marina, turn left on Neahtawa- 
nta Rd. Follow Neahtawanta Rd. 1/2 mile to Pyatt Rd.
Turn right on Pyatt Rd. The parking area is 1/4 mile down 
Pyatt Rd.

Arcadia Bluffs’ Old Baldy: Forget Sleepy Bear, Old Baldy 
at the Arcadia Dunes offers views that are unparalleled. Two 
short hikes (.6 miles or 1.7 miles) take hikers through for
ests of white pine, beech trees and maples galore. The climb 
to Old Baldy is relatively mild, with only two small uphill 
dunes to reach the overlook. The top of Old Baldy reveals 
panoramic scenes of steeply dropping dunes, long sloping 
forests and, perhaps most importantly, Lake Michigan as 
endless and blue as the sky overhead. The hike down Old 
Baldy (if you dare) is a steep one and the hike back up is a 
workout, but the view from the bottom astonishes as effec
tively as the view from the top.

Location: On M-22 in the city of Arcadia, 
located in Benzie County.

Directions: South on US 31, through Ben- 
2 zonia. Turn west (right) on Joyfield Rd. (ap

prox. 5.5 miles south of Benzonia). Take 
Joyfield until it dead ends into M-22 

(approx 5 miles). South (left) on M- 
22 approx. 3/4 mile to Old Baldy 
parking lot on West (right) side of 

M-22.
Overlook on M-22: A short jog down M-

22 from Arcadia Dunes will find visitors at 
the M-22 Overlook, a multi-tiered wooden

staircase that gazes upon the Lake Michigan Coastline. The sta 
case offers several platforms for viewing and the highest deck 
unveils the steeply dropping dune to the waters edge. Over the 
rail of this top platform adventure seekers might go to get an u 
close and personal view of the dune.

Location: On M-22 in the city of Arcadia, in 
Benzie County.

Directions: Follow directions above for Arcadia Dunes, 
but continue on M-22 approx. 1 mile to the overlook on le

Manistee River Trail: Backpackers rejoice in the Man
istee River Trail hike, which offers 10.5 miles of unin
terrupted Michigan
wilderness. Hikers will 
trek through pine and 
hardwood forests, 
cross over creeks 
and bridg
es and even 
see a small 
waterfall.
The north 
end of the 
trail begins 
at Seatan 
Camp
ground in 
Mesick.

Enjoy!

Pun Times By: Richard Gavitt It's a hard habit to break
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NMC STUDENTS GOT THEIR DRAG ON at the Drag For A Cause event in Milliken Auditorium on 
April 17. Left to right, students Mike Diduch, Simon Anton and Maddy Mesa show off their performanc
es onstage as their alter egos. Both male and female impersonators strutted their stuff—and sources 
say audience participation included both hoots and tips. Singers and dancers raised funds for Pete's 
Place, a homeless shelter for teens aged 14 - 17.

What am I going to do? what should I tell
him? how do I get medical care? can I

stay in school? should i keep my baby? 
what about adoption?

DU students: Shon'tea, Matt, -Elona; Donna,. Alyssa and Mike.
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We care.,, and we can help.

For free, confidential 
answers to your questions 
about being pregnant, call 
Child and Family Services at

800.538.9984
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Combat "fee creep" by 
exploring your options

It seems like every time I open my cable TV 
bill, the monthly fees have gone up.

I know companies have to survive in these 
times, but when you think you’re the only game in 
town, you get greedy.

' 4 TECHNO 
BABBLE
ITOMAUCH

Press Staff Columnist

Local telecom companies have three services: TV, 
Internet and phone. They have smartly bundled 
them, giving consumers one bill and savings — or 
so it seems. Plans always start around $100, but 
somehow constantly creep up.

When dial-up became a fossil, everyone wanted 
high-speed Internet. The two primary options were 
cable and DSL, and with DSL you had to have an 
active phone line. That’s changed now, and you 
can order DSL Internet without a phone line. A 
3.0 Mbit/s stream is quoted at $40 per month. 
(Cable Internet claims speeds up to 25 Mbit/s.)

But times are changing.
One of the nicer features of cable was that you 

were not locked into a multi-year agreement, like 
most cell phone companies require. But lo and 
behold, the latest ad campaign for the cable giants 
is for you to “lock in your rates” for two years. I 
don’t know about you, but every time I call to can
cel my cable service, a representative 
offers to lower my rates by restruc
turing my package (try it).

Upon further investigation, what 
you’re doing is locking yourself in so 
that if you cancel or switch, you pay 
a penalty. That was the last straw. I’m 
now doing everything I can to dis
tance myself from these media giants.

So what are my options?
As far as Internet, it’s only a mat 

ter of time before everything 
is high speed, wireless, 
through satellite. Traverse 
City, through TC Light 
and Power, was set to 
have a huge chunk of the 
city - from NMC across 
to Division St. — in a 
free wifi zone, sponsored 
through advertising. But 
in March of this year, it was 
announced that a federal 
grant did not come through, 
and now the project is up in 
the air - literally.

Currently, you can get 
online with netbooks and 
cell phones via 3G cover
age. You need to sign up 
for a monthly plan, and it’s

not nearly the speed of cable or DSL, but with the 
news of a much higher-speed 4G technology on 
the horizon, it’s promising.

But for those of you who need to have a phone 
landline, I can’t tell you how happy we are with 
a voice-over-internet phone service. We chose 
magicjack over Vonage. Not as many features, but 
instead of $ 15 per month we pay $20 per year.

Again, there are downsides. I need to have the 
magicjack plugged into a computer that’s constant
ly turned on and connected to the Internet. We 
use a five-year-old Dell, tucked away and set for 
sleep mode (so it’s using virtually no power) and 
have a set of five cordless phones ($50 for all five) 
that transmit from basement to master bedroom.

Magicjack just added a “231” area code option, 
so I urge everyone to consider giving up your 
expensive landline. Right now, you can’t port your 
existing number, but magicjack says it’s a month 
away.

What about TV? Again, it depends on how 
much you’re going to watch. We have a Netflix 
account that is worth its weight in gold. I never 
though I’d say this, but the “watch instantly” is the 
greatest! There are other options for free content 
all across the Internet, from the networks’ sites to 
Hulu.com. I watched the Masters golf tournament, 
live, from my computer on espn.com.

So now when you get that big cable/phone/ 
internet bill in the future, you know that change is 
coming. Technology - you gotta love it! 2010, have 
a great summer.

The secret: work, 
love and community
I don’t know about you, but I welcomed the early sunshine with 
open arms. After grinding out these past few months in the gruel
ing winter weather, a change of climate brings a wonderful and 
much-needed lifting of the spirits. I feel a new energy when I walk 
through campus, and am surprised to see a large amount of people 
crawl out of their winter hiding spots and socialize. Oh beautiful

DON'T DO IT 
IN THE DARK

■
 ALEXANDER BRAND
Press News Editor

sunshine, how 
we missed you 
dearly!

Fortunately, 
we have just 
three weeks left 
till summer 
vacation (which 
usually con

sists of working to pay for the necessities of the next school year). 
Unfortunately, this means that the next few weeks will be extremely 
stressful, with vast amounts of time spent writing papers and cram
ming for finals. But, remember that this is the last stretch before a 
couple months of freedom. Doesn’t that make it all worth it?

To reduce the stress of these weeks, try to get a solid six to eight 
hours of sleep. Staying up all night cramming will not benefit you at 
all if you cannot cognitively function during your exam. Eat healthy 
and try to get some exercise in. Take a walk outside and soak up 
some sunshine. Try to do something you enjoy to lighten the mental 
load that you are slowly building up for that final week of exams 
and papers. Stress can also severely reduce your sexual performance, 
so if doing well on your exams is not a concern, maybe your bed
room behavior will motivate you.

I have thoroughly enjoyed sharing my opinions and beliefs over 
the past two years via “Don’t Do It In The Dark.” Although you 
may not have always agreed with or embraced my opinions, I thank 
you for taking time out of this crazy thing called life to read my 
rants and raves. Unfortunately (and fortunately) I will be graduating 
this year and heading off to continue my education at GVSU, so 
this will be my last column for the White Pine Press. I will miss it 
dearly, but every good thing must come to an end.

I hope that you go forth in life with confidence in yourself and 
the world around you. Often we hear horror stories about the world 
being full of wicked people with evil intentions, but I hope that we 
can slowly start to change the way people perceive the world and 
start to replace hate with love and acceptance. Although this is easier 
said than done, peace is a time of prosperity and creation, with the great 
divides causing nothing but destruction and death. I hope you can help 
me change the world around us, starting with out community.

It may sound like a lofty goal, and that’s because it is. But if 
you can give just a little love and joy every day, it will spread like 
wildfire. You may not always see the fruits of your labor, but it’s 
working in ways you will never be able to physically touch. Love is 
intangible and feelings expressed only in words, but all the changes 
you can make in your community start simply with love and pas
sion, and we all have the ability to spread love.

So, I leave you with a thank you, and much love to all who 
have taken the time to read my utopian ideologies. I will cherish 
every unknown conversation we have had for the rest of my life, and 
wish you all the success in your endeavors. In the words of Ralph 
Waldo Emerson: “To laugh often and love much...to appreciate 
beauty, to find the best in others, to give one’s self...this is to have 
succeeded.”
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Summer Movie Preview
While the summer of2009 had quite a few blockbusters: Star Trek, Terminator Salvation and 

Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen, it also had its fair share of disappointing, below-par films with 
lackluster stories: Star Trek, Terminator Salvation and Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen. But sum

mer 2010 is looking good so far; here’s a preview of what to expect.

The Good: Iron Man 2
This summer Tony Stark returns in a movie I’ll be seeing at least ten 
times. Robert Downey Jr. returns as Tony Stark, Don Cheadle is filling 
in as Col. Rhodes (War Machine), and, oh yeah, Mickey Rourke will 
be portraying the villain Whiplash. There are a lot of other plot details 
besides that, but you get the gist: this will be the biggest movie of the 
summer. See it in theatres on May 7, and expect it to break box office 
records currently held by The Dark Knight.

The Bad: A Nightmare on Elm Street
As embarrassing as it is to admit that I’m a fan of over-done, gore- 
ridden ‘80s horror flicks, in no way would I ever consider them seri
ously as “film” (or anything even close). Movies like A Nightmare on 
Elm Street and Friday the 13th only work if you don’t take them seri
ously, but Michael Bay doesn’t seem to think so, directing this remake 
coming out on April 30. Replacing iconography with special effects 
and fun horror with an attempt at atmospheric terror, this movie 
shouldn’t have been made after the 2009 remake of Friday the 13th 
made it apparent that seminal ‘80s horror shouldn’t be touched, just 
appreciated.

eci.ipse
The Ugly: The Twilight 
Saga: Eclipse

If you thought Kristen Stewart was an emotionless robot in films 
like Adventurelandand.. .whatever else she’s been in (okay, so Ad- 
ventureland is the only movie I’ve seen her in), just wait for her re
turn to the Twilight series in Eclipse. Rumors are flying that Stewart 
is working on changing her facial expression. Here’s hoping! As far 
as the film goes, see for yourself whether it’s good or not on June 
30. (But I think we all know what to expect.)

Best Comedy: Due Date
In a movie that will actually show the ability and talent of Zach
Galifianakis, unlike recent films (The Hangover), Due Date will throw together Robert Downey Jr. 
(a high-strung father-to-be) and Mr. Galifianakis (the aspiring actor with whom he must hitch a 

ride to make it to his child’s birth). Though the release date 
is November 5 and it’s not technically a summer movie, it’s 
much better than any summer comedy coming out.. .espe
cially the film Grown Ups, which will suck. Save your money 
for Due Date as there won’t be any good comedies this sum
mer.

Best Kid’s Movie: Toy Story 3
How long have we been waiting for this? Following the previ
ous two films, this picks up with a college-age Andy looking 
for his recently donat
ed toys: Woody, Buzz, 
and the rest. We’ve 
all seen Toy Story 1 
& 2. We’re all going 
to go see this, and it 
shouldn’t disappoint.

Honorable
Mention: The Expendables
Starring Sylvester Stallone, Bruce Willis, Steve Austin, Jet 
Li, Jason Statham and Mickey Rourke.. .this isn’t as much 
of a movie as it is a dream come true. Paying homage to 
‘80s action movies, The Expendables will be the best action 
movie this summer, bar none. It comes out on August 13.

Tina and Steve—great 
team players

I KENDALL KAYESPRATT
Press A&E Editor

i - a

As soon as I saw the advertisement for Date Night, I knew I had to see 
it! How could a movie that has Steve Carell, Tina Fey, James Franco, Taraji P. 
Henson, and Mark Wahlberg in it do any wrong?

Date Night is about Phil and Claire Foster, a married New Jersey couple 
with kids and careers. When married friends of the Fosters announce that the; 
are separating, the Fosters worry that they are becoming like their friends— 
bored with each other and the life they are leading.

In an attempt to spice things up, the Fosters decide to have a date an 
hour away in New York City. They try to get into a popular restaurant withou 
a reservation. No luck there. While waiting at the bar for a table to open up 
they hear a waitress calling a last name over and over. In a spurt of spontaneity 
Phil takes the missing couple’s reservation.

Phil and Claire are having a great time until two men ask them to get 
up and follow them into the alley. The two thugs demand that the Fosters 
give them the flash drive. The Fosters—of course—are stumped. This case 
of mistaken identity leads to a night of guns, explosions, prostitution, and 
new beginnings.

Tina Fey and Steve Carell are comical geniuses and the teaming up of the 
two was hilarious mix. They had a really great chemistry and played off each 
other really well. They flawlessly portrayed the married couple looking for 
something more from their relationship. I would love to see those two team 
up in another movie.

Lately I’ve been a very pessimistic comedy movie viewer because most 
of what’s being released claiming to be funny is.. .well.. .just not. I’m not one 
for gross out humor or overly perverted humor. I decided to give Date Night 
a chance. (Although I had already decided if the movie sucked it’d be worth 
it to see Mark Wahlberg—shirtless—even though it isn’t completely rational.) 
Lucky for me, the movie was great and I got to drool over Wahlberg!

Although I thought it was funny and much better than a lot of dreck 
out there, I think that it could have been even better if they had explored the 
talents of the supporting actors. It felt like it wasn’t pushed to the limits.

Overall, it was a great film. If you’re a fan of either Carell’s or Fey’s you 
will enjoy this movie in theatres. If you just want to see a funny flick, wait for 
it to come on DVD.

Rated PG-13for sexual and crude content throughout, language, some 
violence and a drug reference.

CHEAPBOOKS.COM
textbooks: bought and sold, new and used, online buybacks

(212) 380-1763

cheapbooks.com
or call

(260) 399-61 I I

espar.ol urdu/hindi/punjabi
(713) 429-4981

see site for other support lines
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Summer music preview
Sunny tunes to make you smile

IJESSI LAFFIN
Press Staff Writer

Welcome back, summer sun! We’ve missed you and we’ve missed riding around 
Traverse City with our windows down, jamming to the latest beats. So this summer here 
are the jams to listen to, so roll those windows down, grab your friends and hit the road 
with these tunes in your stereo.

Kelis - Flesh Tone
Kelis’ new album, Flesh Tone, is set for international 

release on May 17, and will be released to the US and 
Canada on July 6. If its anything like her top hits 
“Milkshake” and “Bossy,” its going to be a dance club 
themed record. She Is known for her upbeat, risque 
singles and videos to match. Jfer new single, “Acapella,” 
reminds me of being inside a nightclub in Cancun, 
Mexico.. .or at least I think it does. She told MTV 
music, “Its sort of a new-age disco—futuristic disco.”

Her new song definitely illustrates this, though it seems a little less provocative and more 
melodic, resembling a modern Cher or Madonna. It has an extremely ‘80s feel, but if this 
album is anything true to her character, it’s bound to be frill of musical surprises.

Hanson — Shout It Out
Hansons new album, Shout It Out, 

will be released on June 1. They’ve still got 
what they had in their heyday-minus the 
innocence—-with similar melodies, energy 
and messages, but I’m not sure they have 
enough quality to make an impression on 
the charts today. I’ll admit it, I was totally 
addicted (like almost every other girl my 
age back in the ‘90s) but the chance of me 
catching their tour now is pretty unlikely.

I will say 1 admire their perseverance and solid sense of self, despite the bad rep they’ve 
recently received. Their newest songs “Make it Out Alive” and “Waiting for This” were 
full of spunk, and reminded me a lot of their older stuff, with a little less mush and a bit 
more music, which is never a bad thing.

Jack Johnson - To the Sea 
jack Johnsons new album To the Sea comes out on 

June 1. “You and Your Heart,” his newest single, is true 
to his nature: upbeat, inspirational and rich in musical 
talent and quality. The funky acoustic music paired with 
his good natured lyrics makes Jack’s new album perfect 
for summertime, whether you’re at home having a BBQ, 
chillin’ down at West End or taking a cruise out to the 
Peninsula. This is definitely'one I’m planning on picking 
up, even if admitting to buying an actual CD makes me 
seem outdated.

T.I-Untitled
The highly anticipated album byT.I., which 

is currently untitled, comes out on August 24. It 
will be his seventh studio album; and no doubt his 
best-selling, as he has gained media prominence 
since his last album (Paper Trails) thanks to his hit 
TV show and his legal issues. His first single, “I’m 
Back,” which came out March 8, has a similar feel 
to his other hits, but as he has told several sources, 
this song, as well as the rest of the album have a 
more “assertive” touch. One thing’s for sure, this 
song makes you want to get an amp and blast the 
bass until your neighbors complain.

Glee—it's back!
The winner of Best Television Series: Musical or 

Comedy of 2009 is that funny, upbeat, crazy show 
Glee. This very popular show is back for nine new 
episodes from April 12 through June 8.

Glee is about a high school Spanish teacher who 
takes over the glee club at the school, mentoring 
the kids who are already in the club and the kids 
who reluctantly join. The characters are huge— 
as in personality! Big-mouthed, super-talented 
Rachel; fashion forward Kurt; man-whore Puck; 
charming Finn and many more make up this great cast. The actors are talented 
actors and brilliant singer.

With so many unoriginal TV shows out there, Glee is like a breath of fresh air! 
If you’re not already a fan I suggest you rent the first thirteen episodes, which are 
already on DVD at most Family Video stores. See what all the hype is about!

New on DVD: Crazy Heart
Coming to DVD on April 20 is Crazy Heart. It follows 

the story of Bad Blake, a country music singer played by 
Jeff Bridges, who won an Oscar for his role.
Bad Blake is a broken-down country singer with slight 
legendary status; limiting him to perform in the lowliest of 
venues while tending to his own self-destructive lifestyle.

Blake, a chain-smoking alcoholic, agrees to do an 
interview with a journalist (Maggie Gyllenhaal). The 
events that follow show the second chance given to a 
possible legend, and the tension between a destructive

lifestyle and glaring opportunity.
Alongside Bridges are strong performances from Colin Farrell, Maggie Gyllenhaal 

and Robert Duvall. Crazy Heart took $38 million in the box office after almost being 
a straight-to-DVD project due to financial problems.

Despite these challenges, Crazy Heart went on to being one of the most critically 
acclaimed films of 2009, winning two Oscars and numerous other awards.
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THREE-DIMENSIONAL DESIGN STUDENTS (I to r) James Purkiss, Elizabeth Clark 
and Chad Schwans look at a sculpture by Bill Allen at the Dennos Museum Center. The 
sculpture is part of ConTEXTure: A Conversation Between Artists in Two Forms, an ex
hibit featuring the collaborative effort of sculptor Bill Allen and poet Fleda Brown.

STUDENT ART EXHIBIT jurors (I to r) Megan Young and Rufus Snoddy selected 
112 works from 207 entries for this year's show. Awards in nine categories will be an
nounced at a reception on Friday, April 16 in NMC's Fine Arts Building.

Twenty-three students of the newly formed NMC STUDENT ART CLUB, "Exploring 
Art Through Travel," recently took a trip to Chicago along with Art History instructor/ 
faculty advisor Jackie Shinners and intern Kaleigh Winchell. Their exploration of art at 
the Art Institute of Chicago was partially funded by a $2,000 grant provided by NMC 
Student Government.

Game Review

Just Cause 2
I SCOTT PELL

Press Staff Writer
Just Cause 2 comes to us from Square Enix, Eidos Studios and 

Avalanche Studios (the original creators). The original Just Cause 
took place in a fairly large tropical island. The island nation of 
Panau, the place players will blow up in Just Cause 2, makes it look 
like a block in your neighborhood.

Panau is an incredibly large fictional island nation in which 
players can drive, fly, and explode in all 364 settlements. Players 
take on the role of Rico Rodriguez, once again, to liberate an island 
nation from an oppressive government, once again.

The gameplay in Just Cause 2 works like any other open world 
game, but with a few unique twists. The original Just Cause had a 
grappling hook, which didn’t quite work right; now the grappling 
hook has been revamped to stick to anything, like the ground, 
buildings and trees, and players can be like Spiderman in the tropics. 
It also brings back the parachute, which can be used in conjunction 
with the grappling hook to travel around the game world.

The gunplay has been improved from the first game as well. 
Players can now carry two singlehanded weapons and one 
doublehanded weapon. The interesting thing with the singlehanded 
weapons is that players are able to dual-wield any combination. 
Imagine, two pistols—or a shotgun and an SMG—or a grenade 
launcher and a shotgun. The game also includes a shop system where 
players can call in drops of weapons and vehicles, all of which are 
upgradable.

Just Cause 2’s presentation is sort of hit and miss. The graphics 
are simply gorgeous. The game world is absolutely enormous and 
spectacularly detailed. I was in awe of the environment as I flew 
around it in the helicopter I stole.

I was not in awe, however, of the voice acting. The voice acting 
is just bad; worse than bad, it’s incredibad. The phony accents and 
mispronounced words just ended up making me angry. However, 
that shouldn’t stop you from blowing stuff up.

Besides, you can turn down the speech volume from the options 
menu. Speaking of which, I couldn’t even really tell that there was a 
musical score to go along with this game. Sadly, it’s fairly mediocre. 
Again, shouldn’t stop you from blowing stuff up.

All in all, Just Cause 2 is average. Nothing special, and nothing 
that we haven’t already seen before. For a game that emphasizes its 
destructive tendencies, there isn’t much to destroy aside from the 
obvious gas tanks.

The big world is really fun to explore and good for collecting 
stuff, but that’s all you can do. Just Cause 2 is the equivalent of 
generic cola with a lime twist.
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Dance Odyssey 2010, Tues., April 20, 7 p.m. in Milliken 
Auditorium. Featuring original choreography by NMC faculty, 
students, guest artists Hughthir White and Soul Step Dance Studio 
and original compositions by Andrew Maxbauer. Tickets are $8 
(children 12 and under free) and are available at Milliken box office 
or by calling (231) 995-1553.

Pinestock, Thursday, April 22, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the food court 
of West Hall. If you’re wearing the NMC logo you could win Guitar 
Hero or other prizes.

Electronic recycling available, Fri., April 23, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Need to recycle electronic items? Bring them to the Elm parking lot 
on NMC’s main campus. No charge for most battery-operated and 
electronic devices; TVs and computer monitors require nominal 
charge. For more information, contact E-Waste at (231) 943-0940 
or online at www.tcewaste.com.

Northwestern Michigan Children’s Choir Concert, Fri., April 
23, 7:30 p.m., Lars Hockstad Auditorium, Central Grade School. 
Tickets $8 general admission, $6 students and seniors. For more 
information visit www.nmc.edu.

NMC Community Concert Band Spring Concert, Fri., April 23,
8 p.m. in Milliken Auditorium. The program will feature “Marche 
Militaire Francaise” and “Elegy for a Young American.” Tickets are 
available at the Milliken box office or by calling (231) 995-1553 and 
are $8 for adults, $6 for seniors and children under 12.

NMC Players present You Cant Take It With You, April 23-25. 
Showtimes: 7 p.m. April 23 and 24, 2 p.m. April 24 and 25. The latest 
student theatre production, a Pulitzer Prize-winning comedy, will be 
staged in Scholars Hall room 217. Tickets will be available at the door 
and are $7 general admission and $5 for students and seniors.

NMC Grand Traverse Chorale and Chamber Singers present 
America and Shakespeare, Sat. April 24, 8 p.m., Milliken Auditorium, 
Dennos Museum Center. Tickets $8 general admission, $6 students 
and seniors. For tickets, contact the Milliken Box Office at (800) 
836-0717 orwww.dennosmuseum.org.

Stargazing, Public Viewing, Sat., April 24, 9 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. at 
NMC’s Rogers Observatory, 1753 Birmley Road,Traverse City.
Phone (231) 995-2300 for more information.

Downtown Art Walk, Fri., May 7, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., Downtown TC 
Walking maps will be available at each participating gallery and the 
Downtown TTC office. (231) 922-2050; www.downtowntc.com.

The 55th Annual NMC Barbecue is Sunday, May 16, from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on main campus. Tickets are still only $5 in advance ($6 
on the day of the Barbecue). Tickets are available at area financial 
institutions, NMC offices.

STUDENTS FOR THE ENVIRONMENT dismantled the Recycle Tree Project last 
week. The tree, constructed entirely of recyclable material, stood in the lower level of 
West Hall this school year as a reminder to recycle.
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Meet the White Pine Press
Nora Stone, Editor-in-Chief
This is my fifth semester with the WPP, and 
there isn’t much that gives me more joy than 
looking at a freshly printed issue. I am so 
proud of what the newspaper has done this 
year, and so thankful for the staffers who 
found their way down to our litde office.
I’m heading to U of M in the fall, and I like 
thunderstorms, dancing like a toddler, and 
always having an excuse to write.

Jacob Bailey, Managing Editor
After three semesters of the White Pine 
Press, I have learned for certain that I 
never want to be an editor ever again 
ever.. .the hours are arduous, the writing 
style can be monotonous, but the 
experience is exquisite. Never before has 
my brain been pushed as hard or as long 
as it has in my time here at the WPP. I 
have loved (almost) every minute of it, 
and wouldn’t trade it for (almost) anything 
in the world. I enjoy being a smart-ass, 
dumb-ass and a bad-ass whenever possible.

Lidia Dart, Design Editor
I’ve worked for the White Pine Press for 
three years now and absolutely love it.
This fall I plan on moving down to Grand 
Rapids to attend Kendall College of Art 
and Design, where I’m pursuing a BFA 
in Visual Communications. I’ve enjoyed 
my time at NMC and enjoyed my time 
at White Pine Press even more. It’s been a 
great three years!

Alexander Brand, News Editor
I am third in line to the throne of 
England. I wish! I’m really an Underwater 
Archaeology major who has several years 
of schooling ahead of me still. I spend 
my free time fishing, reading, spending 
time outside, planning my wedding, and 
spending time with my fiancee and my 
Aussie shepherd. I’m off to GVSU to finish 
a Bachelor’s in psychology, then working 
towards my PhD in Underwater Arch. I 
hope to eventually teach and do research 
exploring the underwater world around 
us. I wish you all success in your future 
endeavors. Peace and love.

Kendall Kaye Spratt, A&E Editor
I love to watch movies and then I love 
to discuss them (in depth). So I consider 
myself to be a very lucky woman. The 
WPP allows me combine the two. This 
semester I took on the challenge of being 
the A&E Editor and have really enjoyed 
myself. I have been here at NMC longer 
than I like to admit, but working here has 
made it worthwhile.

Norma Jean MacNaughton, Writer
I’m 20 and this is my second year at 
NMC. I’m a closet Redwall fan and I’ve 
been known to drop Shakespearian English 
into everyday conversation. This is my 
first year at the WPP, and I love everything 
about it. My philosophy for life is simple: 
Keep your hair in your eyes, your feet bare 
and a good book on you at all times.

Scott Pell, Writer
I come from the land of Traverse City. I 
have been writing for the WPP for one 
and a half years. I’ve been playing video 
games for a long time and I love to talk 
about them. I hope you have enjoyed 
reading my reviews as much I have 
enjoyed writing them.

Maddy Mesa, Writer
I owe my entire first year of working at the 
White Pine Press to my roommate Dakota 
Deeren. Thanks to her great eyesight in 
spotting the White Pine Press poster early 
last semester we were able to come to the 
meetings, start working here, and have the 
best first year of college.

Will McConnell, Writer
I started out in November doing a story 
on resale stores, and I was nervous as 
hell. Since then I’ve called, scheduled 
meetings, and interviewed my way 
through my fourth semester here at 
NMC. I only wish I could have started 
working here earlier.. .and I still can’t 
believe I interviewed John Waters and 
Mike Birbiglia at the Comedy Festival!

Kelly Dobek, Writer
Cheerio!!! I have been writing for the 
WPP since November 2009. I love getting 
down to the nitty-gritty in News. I am 
graduating with my Bachelor’s in English 
and History from GVSU. I hope to start in 
the fall on my Master’s in Library Science. 
In my spare time, I enjoy life, liberty and 
the pursuit of books!

Amanda Campbell, Columnist
Amanda enjoys playing Star Wars with 
children, and observing the magnitude of 
consciousness. She is currently building 
an empire of words to inspire and support 
single mothers on a spiritual quest. As far 
as the WPP goes, she just hopes to add 
an interesting dimension to the lives of 
the readership. Follow Amanda at www. 
bluelotusgoddess.blogspot.com.

Peter Eby, Writer
I’m 19. I like a lot of things. I like nature.

I like animals. I like some music. I’m 
an introverted extrovert stuck in an 
extroverted introvert’s body. I’m probably 
the guy in the background of your photos. 
I like thinking. I like talking. I’m not 
everyone else, or maybe I try not to be. 
Why are you reading this?

Dakota Deeren, Writer
I found the flyer on the bulletin board and 
thought of my roommate Maddy. She gave 
me the courage to go down to the office 
and we both joined, which brought us 
closer together and made my first year of 
college a very memorable one.

Matt Tomlinson, Writer
I am taking classes to fulfill my dream of 
working with renewable energy in some 
way, shape, or form. I consider myself 
an avid cyclist. I would have to say that 
Third Eye Magazine is the publication 
that sparked my interest in writing and 
journalism and really made me want a 
deeper understanding of the power of 
publication.

Jeanette Hagberg, Writer
I’ve worked (on and off) for the WPP for 
three years now. Because of the paper I’ve 
discovered new religions, travelled to Texas 
and Washington D.C. and met many 
people that I otherwise never would have 
had the chance to. I don’t know if I’ll be 
back in the fall, but if I’m not I’ll always be 
glad that I got to experience what I have 
from the WPP By the way, Matt Monley 
and I are in love.

Richard Gavitt, Illustrator/Webmaster
“Of puns it has been said that those who 
most dislike them are those who are least 
able to utter them.” —Edgar Allen Poe 
I started illustrating for the WPP in the 
fall. I can’t say I don’t enjoy unleashing 
terrible jokes upon the NMC students.

Heather Mork, Copy Editor
Nanu nanu! This is my first semester at 
the WPP, although I do the same sort 
of work over at the Writing Center. I 
have now spent the better part of my 
21 years practicing art of the visual sort. 
Drawing, painting, sewing, clothing 
design, and other assorted paper crafts are 
my specialties. I’m glad to have had this 
opportunity!

Tom Auch, Columnist
I have been at the WPP for eight years 
now. Initially, I enjoyed the role of 
a photographer, but my Photoshop

knowledge made me too dangerous. Being 
a techno-geek is the best. The WPP is an 
incredibly rewarding experience. I’ve seen 
staffs come and go, but the team of 09/10 
is one of the best.

Jacki Erickson, Writer
My nights consist of scrapbooking photos 
of my seven cats, leaving anonymous 
editorials and tracking my husband in 
the yard. I’m looking for an NSA playboy 
who wears overalls and can cook a mean 
mac’n’cheese. I also write occasionally 
for the WPP, mostly covering Hollywood 
celebrities and homicidal maniacs, so I’m 
pretty well known around town.

Matthew Monley, Writer/Photographer
As a freelance journalist, I’ve embellished 
my role at the WPP to the greatest extent, 
always in search of breaking news on 
the T.C. political scene in the hopes of 
exposing the gritty underbelly that we 
as citizens must strive to puncture with 
our swords and daggers of modesty and 
forward thought. Nora doesn’t allow me 
to publish the vast majority of my best 
works, comics included. Also, Jeanette 
and I are in love.

Melissa Hoover, Illustrator
I have been working as an illustrator for 
the WPP for less than a year. I love it 
because it allows me to convey somebody 
else’s story through pictures. Something 
you don’t know about me: I got kissed by 
Billy Idol when I was 19!

Ben Anderson, Writer
He does odd jobs for quick cash. He 
stacked nine cords of wood the other day. 
Before that he worked at a winery. Before 
that he worked for the railroad. Now 
he writes opinion columns for the WPP 
and fiction and creative non-fiction. He 
goes through gallons of ink and he’s dead 
serious about everything.

Jessi Laflin, Writer
I’m new to the WPP this semester, but 
working with such a diverse, creative group 
of students for a common goal has been 
an honor thus far. I’ll admit the meetings 
were a bit wild at times, but they say 
there’s beauty in chaos. I love to write, but 
canoeing, concerts, camping, road trips 
and bonfires are what I really live for.

Not included: Caleb Straight (photographer), 
Jebediah Bailey (columnist) and Brendon 
Dodge (staff writer).
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Ur at NMU, we make it easy to transfer credits, earn transfer scholarships and fit right in to our supportive campus climate. You’ll be guided by a faculty adviser in your department and get a wireless notebook computer, loaded with everything you need.
Complete your degree and completely elevate your leadership skills in our unique programs that go way beyond the classroom.
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