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£— on campus

Necronomicon begins glowing in library
Students studying in Osterlin were briefly interrupted last week when NMCs copy 
of the Necronomicon, otherwise known as the “Book of the Laws of the Dead,” 
began breathing, then emitting an eerie, greenish glow. Librarians pulled the book 
from the stacks and placed it inside a lead chamber until it calmed down. It will now 
be kept on the reserve shelf, behind the circulation desk.

Art student attempting to invent new primary color
At least one student spent her spring break working on an Honors Contract that 
promises to break new ground in the world of art. “ROY G. BIV is going to have to 
be completely redone after this,” said Erin de Leon, a third-year design student. “It’s 
going to be to the right of violet, but not red.”

New taxes in Michigan felt worst at NMC
To help Michigan out of its economic downfall more taxes are being put on anything 
to put more money in Michigan’s economy. But taxation is at it’s extreme on the 
NMC campus. Taxes on washing and drying will soon be seen in East Hall’s laundry 
rooms and soon students with meal plans won’t get their usual discounts when 
buying from the cafe and cafeteria. Free printing is a thing of the past. From now on 
students will have to pay a nickel for every page they must print out in the library.

Love letter found, laughed over
We all know spring is in the air. Now is the season of life, love and the birth of new 
romances. Men are expressing their thoughts and feelings through love letters, songs 
and poetry. However one love letter found on the steps of NMC’s library was the 
laughing stock of all attempted love letters ever written. The letter addressed to “My 
Beloved Angel” was full of misspelled words and grammatical errors a third grader 
could have pointed out. Not only was it terribly written but also the paper itself was 
stained with coffee and folded numerous times. Whether the letter made it to its 
intended target is unknown, but hopefully the author will think twice before being so 
careless with such an important work of writing.
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Student buys whole cow with 
leftover meal plan money

■
 MAD DOG MESQUITE
Pickle Staff Writer

Loretta Baran is your typical NMC student. She lives in the dorms, goes to class, and 
has a meal plan like most dorm residents. And like other NMC students, Baran had 
some money left over on her meal plan from the previous semester that she was hoping 
to splurge with.

However, due to a recent broken femur, Baran has been absent from school, the 
dorms, and the cafeteria for a few weeks. Upon her return Baran found that she had quite 
a sum left on her meal plan. With the semester drawing to a close in a matter of weeks, 
what is a student in Baran’s position to due?

“Well,” she says, “I’m buying a cow.”
A cow? You heard right. As most know, Sodexo is offering several items students can 

buy in bulk with their surplus meal plan money at the end of the semester. But a whole 
live cow? Is that even possible? Apparently so.

White Pine Press: So about how much money do you have left on your meal plan?
Loretta Baran: I’ve got more than enough to get me past the rest of the semester with 

a cow in tow. Let’s just say I’m in the quadruple digits.
WPP: Why a cow? Why not buy pop in bulk or something like that?
Baran: Well, pop rots your teeth. Bulk stuff takes up space. I ’m planning on raising 

the cow for milk and hamburgers, filets and steaks; Dad wants the tripe. (Tripe is edible 
intestines from the stomach of a farm animal. —Ed.)

WPP: What will you do with the cow once you get it home?
Baran: I’m going to pen it in the backyard and have the local kids pay admission to ' 

take rides and pictures. A college kid has to get money for next semester somehow.
WPP: What are some of the reactions you get from people? How did your parents 

react?
Baran: Most just kind of said “A cow, really?” My parents had a cow, as usual about 

any decisions I make, like the chicken coop I bought last semester and the baby alligator 
I put in the swimming pool two summers ago.

WPP: What do you have to say about the 
whole situation?

Baran: I like cheese, ketchup and mustard 
on my hamburgers.

WPP: Well thanks for your time and good 
luck with your cow.

Baran: No problem—and thank you.

New courses for 2010
New classes for the Summer and Fall semesters in 2010 will include:
• Excuses 101.
Students will come up with their own excuses and learn excuses for all kinds of situation: 
whether it’s for forgotten homework; where that lipstick stain on your shirt came from; 
or why you didn’t show up for work the other day.
• Winter Driving and Parking.
You’ll be taught all there is to know about driving in northern Michigan’s most extreme 
weather conditions. How to regain control of your car when you hit black ice, how 
to identify deep snow drifts, and how to park without your tires spinning out are just 
some of the fun things students will explore. (Due to scheduling this course will only be 
available during Summer term.)
• How to Text in Class Without Looking at Your Phone.
An advanced course. Students in the class will have to “sense” and “feel” as they text, surl 
the Web, and download ringtones. Blindfolds and screens will be used in the final exam, 
as students must text a whole conversation with friends while downloading a music 
video. (Prerequisites include Know How Your Phone Works and Texting 101.)
• Facebook 2.0.
An easygoing class for students who need those extra three credits to graduate. In 
this class, students will enjoy learning all about Facebook fun facts such as changing 
your language setting to Pirate. Most of the class will consist of playing Farmville and 
harvesting crops.
• Procrastination 101.
Postponed till the Spring 2011 semester.
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CARRIER TO BE A HIT WITH STUDENTS "I'm thrilled to have the opportunity to ex
pand my horizons with the new program! I mean, how many schools have an aircraft car
rier?" said second year aviation student Xander Lewis. Several aviation and maritime 
academy students have expressed their excitement about the creation of the new Marine 
Flight Academy. The time spent on the carrier is expected to help students to gain even 
more "real world" training in their respective areas of study. Marine Flight Academy class
es are expected to begin Spring of 2011.

NMC acquires decommissioned 
aircraft carrier

New vessel expected to boost enrollment 
in maritime, aviation departments

IJEBEDIAH EZEKIEL JOHANSONBURG SMITH
Pickle Staff Reporter

NMC boasts the nation’s only freshwater maritime 
academy, as well as a flight academy that is well 
respected within the aviation industry. Traditionally, 
a friendly competition has existed between these two 
similar yet very different departments of education. 
Soon, that rivalry will become something else— 
cooperation.

NMC has been looking to the future in an attempt 
to facilitate rising enrollment rates, and the solution 
has come from an unexpected source: the United 
States Navy.

In an unprecedented decision, the U.S. Navy has 
approved a request that the U.S.S. Constellation, a 
decommissioned Kitty Hawk class aircraft carrier, be 
donated to NMC as the centerpiece of a new program.

While the vessel is being provided free of charge, there 
is speculation that some “hidden” costs may still exist.

The program will see the combination of aviation 
and maritime academies into a new Marine Flight 
Academy. This academy will place both programs 
aboard the aircraft carrier, now re-christened U.S.S. 
Biederman, and will sail throughout the Great Lakes. 
There has also been speculation that the Culinary Arts 
program may be joining the fray.

“These kids gotta eat something, might as well be 
delicious,” said Vice-Admiral (Ret.) Beau Rusty, who 
signed off on the deal and will be the new department 
chair for the Marine Flight Academy.

Obviously, the new Academy is expected to be a 
large draw for any student interested in either of these

educational paths. A good thing too, as the original 
crew complement for the active-duty Constellation was 
a staggering 5,630 people. While not nearly so many 
will be required to crew the ship for its new peacetime 
educational role, only around 15 percent of the student 
population are involved in the maritime and aviation 
programs. Because of this, there is some concern that 
the new U.S.S. Biederman will never leave the dock due 
to a lack of staff to fill vital roles aboard.

When asked about this, Rusty said that new 
advances in naval technology have enabled most of the 
systems to be automated, freeing students to focus on 
classwork and hands-on learning.

The benefits to the Maritime Academy are huge, 
but flight students have much to look forward to as 
well. Landing a plane, even a small Cessna, on a vessel 
at sea is considered the ultimate challenge of a pilot’s 
abilities. Students are expected to improve short-field 
landings and takeoffs, as well as overall precision, by 
being required to land on what amounts to a postage 
stamp at sea. While the risks are somewhat higher, it 
is expected that the quality of pilot produced by this 
program will only improve.

In all cases, having spent their college careers 
aboard an aircraft carrier is bound to be a highlight of 
any students resume.

“When I was told about this, I was originally 
skeptical,” said culinary student Marty Jensen. “But 
the more I thought about it, the more I liked the idea. 
The summer voyage counts as my internship credit, 
and I figure the threat of being torpedoed by U-boats 
is kind of cool, so I was down.”

NMC's badminton 
team advances to 
state finals

I
 LIZ STRAIGHT
Pickle Staff Reporter

For three straight years, the NMC’s Badminton Team makes 
it to the state finals. With a record-breaking year of 14 wins, 
two ties, and only two losses NMC is going to the finals with 
confidence. Team captain states, “We are going to Lansing to 
win. We want to make nationals this year.”

NMC’s Badminton Team has placed second in the last 
two years. The elusive title of coming in first has been just out 
of reach.

“However, this team has never seen a better season,” says 
team coach. “This year everyone on the team seems to just be 
thinking in sync.”

The team lost last year in the final round due to a last 
minute injury to the team’s captain. “We could have won 
last year,” says team captain. The captain suffered a blow to 
the head by the shuttlecock on a return serve from the other 
team. “It was seriously disappointing because I know we 
could have won.”

State finals are played as doubles, with two players 
for each team. The rules are very similar to tennis. The 
shuttlecock must be served to the opposite team’s opponent in 
order for the play to count.

NMC will be up against Michigan State’s dominating 
badminton team this year in the first round.

This year the team is 100 percent healthy. After a minor 
setback in the start of the season due to an outbreak of the 
swine flu, the team is healthy and ready to win.

Final games are April 17 and April 18.
Good Luck NMC Badminton Team!
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Cougars spotted at Minervas

■
 JACK BURGESS
Pickle Crime Reporter

Last week when a cougar was spotted sitting on 
the lawn in front of a popular downtown eatery, 
police scanners blared and the cry rang out: “Cou
gar on the loose!”

Fortunately, no one was harmed in the ensuing 
panic, as all got to safety even though the giant fe
line escaped capture. It was last seen headed in the 
general direction of Impres, the day spa on West 
Front Street.

The delayed police response to a wild, voracious 
man-eater lingering outside a downtown bar had 
some Traverse City residents fuming.

“Here you have a cougar walking around down
town, just after working hours are over,” said TC 
resident Gary Thorn, 47. “She’s looking for just the 
right place to pounce on some guy.. .but where are 
the cops?”

The chief of the Traverse City Police Depart
ment apologized today for the mishap, explaining 
that it was due to miscommunication.

“The confusion over the term cougar’ led the 
officers to treat the situation as a prank, and not 
the real hazard that it was,” said Chief of Police 
Donald Smith. “The officers on duty thought that 
911 callers were referring to women aged 35 years 
or over who are on the hunt for much younger 
men, which, although still very, very dangerous, is 
not a police situation.”

Smith added that the term “puma,” and not 
cougar, will in the future be used to communicate 
about sightings of a giant cat.

As police attempted to corner the beast, just feet 
away from them, several much more dangerous fe
lines were stalking their nightly prey inside the bar. 

Although most dating authorities deny the exis

tence of cougars this far north, a growing body of 
eyewitness testimony may force them to act.

The experience of Matthew Brady, a 23-year-old 
lumberjack from Grayling, is typical:

“I was downtown one night talking to a woman 
at the bar. We were having a great time, but I didn’t 
know I was being flirted with, even though she was 
squeezing my biceps.. .with incredible strength, ac
tually,” said Brady. “I didn’t figure it out what she 
wanted until I was already in her Audi, headed for 
the condo she just bought.”

Brady refused to comment on the night that fol
lowed, except to say that he had to “sleep for almost 
a week to get my strength back.”

Although cougars generally prowl at night, the 
longer days force them to hunt during the day 
to satisfy their pent up desires. They can be seen 
throughout the summer months sitting by the vol
leyball courts, donating their time to local fire sta
tions, and attending Beach Bums practices.

A local, self-described “uber-cougar,” who de
clined to give her name or age and who runs an in
terior design and event planning business in town, 
defended her way of life.

“It’s an unfortunate, but accurate term. We cou
gars know what we want and we know how to get 
it. Why shouldn’t we have pleasure in our lives, at 
any age?”

Brady didn’t deny the pleasures that can come 
from such a coupling, but also offered a warning:

“You don’t always know what a cougar is hungry 
for before it is too late. Just don’t get caught with 
your pants down.”

Asian Carp-a-go-go 
is a no-no

Aquatic event cancelled despite numerous polls urging for more 
festivals ,

Due to scheduling conflicts and withdrawn support, the first 
annual “Asian Carp Festival” won’t be seeing Traverse City any
time soon.

“I’m really disappointed,” says festival head and organizer 
Jenna Talia, “I really thought this was something the community 
would love.”

Scheduling problems have been common this year due to the 
large amount of pending festivals Traverse City already has, with 
an estimated thirty starting just this year. Public favor has urged for 
more festivals - local polls show a staggering 82 percent in favor of 
more festivities - and local entrepreneurs are doing all they can to 
match public opinion.

Talia was one of those local entrepreneurs, having a penchant for 
Asian carp. But it seems that Traverse City residents won’t have the 
chance to see the week-long event, planned for late June.

“I thought people would like Asian carp after the festival,” said a 
disappointed Talia. “I mean, I know they’re invasive, but they’re not 
all that bad.”

Asian Carp Festivals, themselves, have been on the rise since the 
1990s. With their large size and ability to reproduce rapidly, they 
stand to threaten already existing and well-established festivals, but 
haven’t made their way to Michigan yet due to an electric barrier.

Local politician and gubernatorial hopeful Mike Cox was quick 
to stand up for the inaugural fish festival months earlier, but report
edly retracted his “support” a few seconds after hearing news that 
the preemptive festival was shut down. Cox could not be reached for 
comment but a campaign insider claims “this almost never happens,” 
but went on to say “this isn’t the first time.”

But there are other festivals coming to the Grand Traverse area. 
For instance, the Dried Cherry Festival, which promises to appeal to 
older-aged residents of the northern-Michigan area. Or the tentative 
Procrastination-fest, taking place sometime, somewhere.

Even though initial plans for the Asian carp festival fell apart, 
Talia is already rallying support for next year, “I think everyone will 
really be for the idea next year - I’ve even started handing out Asian 
carp to beachgoers and fishers at the bay.. .they just can’t seem to get 
enough of it.”

However, dissenters of the festival have their reasons, too. Mike 
Littoras, local bioneer and heartfelt environmentalist was very out
spoken about his opinion, saying “I could care less about this festi
val, literally.”

In the coming year many festivals promise to be as invasive and 
elusive as the Asian carp festival. With public input being one of the 
biggest factors deciding what stays or goes, local festival meetings are 
being held five days a week until next January.
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Tales of “Shrieker” again haunt region
New sightings, old fears as summer tourist season begins

■
 MERCURY DAVIS

Pickle Features Reporter

Melvin Thomasson, who has lived in his 
house in Omena for nearly all of his 82 
years, said he won’t go check his mailbox 
this summer without a loaded shotgun.

“He’s back, I can feel it,” said 
Thomasson, a retired attorney who says 
that people need to know the truth.

“I have seen a thing or two in my day, 
and I’m not one to believe in ghost stories, 
but I don’t care what anyone says. I’ve seen 
him. The Shrieker is real.”

The Shrieker. Named so for his 
chilling call, the mythical birdman has 
been the subject of countless news stories, 
investigations, and arguments among 
families and friends. Each time there is 
a new sighting, the debate begins anew:
Is he just an old Indian tale? A hero or a 
menace? A man? Bird? Both?

Everyone seems to have an opinion, 
but real or not, there is no doubt that the 
Shrieker is as much a part of local culture 
as cherry pie, summer festivals, and the 
Great North Woods itself.

The story of Thomasson’s own 
encounter is at once unique and typical:

“Back then, folks used to tell each 
other, ‘You better be good or else the 
Shrieker will eat you.’ I used to laugh too, 
until one day when I was eighteen and 
working the harvest. I was taking a nap 
after lunch, off by myself. I woke up and 
there he was, staring at me, close enough 
to touch. I would have run, but I felt like 
I couldn’t move. He got into my thoughts 
and then I felt like I was floating away.
I must have passed out, because when I 
woke up again, he was gone.”

Thomasson said he doesn’t know why 
the Shrieker spared him that day, but that 
the memory remains as vivid as his fear.

“People go into these woods at their 
own peril,” said Thomasson, as he pointed 
a crooked finger towards a distant treeline. 
“The Shrieker walks those hills.”

Long, dark history 
The Shrieker has purportedly been seen 
throughout Northwest Michigan at various 
times over the last 150 years, and a pattern 
has emerged: a rash of sightings and terror, 
followed by years of nothing.

The earliest recorded incident comes 
from an eerie passage dated October 
7, 1877, from a diary kept by Anna 
Kostrubviis, a Leelanau pioneer who 
was the mother of five and the wife of a 
lumberman:

“It was spring, after the thaw. The 
men had just returned to camp after a day’s 
work, when out of the gloom emerged a

Rickie lllustration/Takumi Okamoto

fearsome shape. I saw it. It stood there, 
watching us for a long time. Almost eight 
feet tall, becloaked, with beak three feet 
long and liquid, black eyes that caught 
the light from the fire and seemed to 
mesmerize all, for how long I cannot say. 
Then it let out a shriek, again and again. It 
sounded like it came from another world. 
It leapt upon one of the men, grabbed him 
up, flew up to the treetops. Its feathers 
shimmered ochre. We could hear the man’s 
screams, but it could not be stopped.
The bravest took up guns and chased the 
spectre, to no avail; they returned terrified 
and empty-handed, having lost another 
man. We felt like the first people on the 
first day of evil. When dawn broke, we 
left, never to return.”

Since then, there have been countless 
eyewitness accounts of stalkings and 
attacks, but there are vast differences 
between them, thus adding to the myth. 
Those who have survived their encounter 
with the Shrieker describe him as between 
six and eight feet in height, covered with 
black feathers and having a long, sharp

beak and giant wings. Some have seen the 
Shrieker as a bird; others have seen him 
either in a “mixed” form, or nearly human.

The Shrieker seems to move around 
during the day or night, appears from 
out of nowhere, and can disappear just as 
quickly.

To date, the Shrieker seems to have 
only ever attacked visitors to the area, 
and only during the spring and summer 
months.

The most recent incident attributed 
to the Shrieker occurred last summer. A 
group of four young tourists, who had 
traveled north from Ohio, were partying 
on a beach on the National Lakeshore. All 
disappeared without a trace. Police found 
their belongings the next day near a still
smoldering fire, amidst beer cans and 
other litter. The M-22 stickers had been 
scratched from their vehicles.

Michigan State Police refuse to name 
the Shrieker as a suspect, citing a lack of 
tangible proof of his existence, though a 
report on the incident said that feathers 
found at the scene could not be identified.

Chamber of Commerce: 
“Enough is enough”

Local business leaders say the tales of 
Shrieker are alarming tourists and hurting 
their bottom line.

Northwest Michigan Chamber of 
Commerce Director Ted Lawson thinks 
that it’s time for the Shrieker to finally 
disappear.

“There is no Shrieker,” said Lawson, 
with emphasis. “He’s a myth, there is no 
proof and these stories just scare people. 
With the economy the way that it is, we 
really can’t afford this ‘Shrieker’ anymore.”

Lawson added that he “sleep[s] just 
fine at night.”

Local restaurateur Ed Holt said 
that immediately after the incident last 
summer, diners stopped showing up and 
he almost went out of business.

“I was looking at a bunch of empty 
tables for months,” said Holt. “And all 
because of some fairy tale. Those kids 
could have drowned or something, but it 
has to be the Shrieker, right? It’s garbage.”

What is the Shrieker, really?
Many locals insist that the mysterious 

birdman does exist, however, and that they 
have seen — and even spoken with - the 
Shrieker.

“I spoke with the Shrieker once, 
many years ago,” said Shirley DeVille, a 
Crystal Lake resident who runs a CSA 
farm in Benzie County. “It was an amazing 
experience that I will always remember.
He is certainly very terrifying, but also 
misunderstood. He is protective of this 
land. That’s all I can say.”

A local woodsman, who goes by 
the name Old Racoon Joe, said, “The 
Shrieker is from the Earth, but right now 
he is trapped in between forms, and in 
between worlds. But his misfortune is our 
good luck: he reminds us to respect the 
land, and he points out the folly of man in 
the face of what he cannot understand.”

Joe added that he feels that because 
his own heart is pure, he does not fear 
the Shrieker, and that he walks wherever 
he wants to, no matter the season of the 
year nor the time of day. But he also had 
a warning for those he called “disbelievers 
and profiteers”:

“I would definitely not want to be the 
man whom the Shrieker catches selling 
keychains or t-shirts bearing his name,” said 
Joe. “And this is the season of the Shrieker. 
People who enter the woods with hearts 
impure will only find fear and danger. He is 
an avenger of Mother Earth herself.”
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Editorial
No doubt you’ve noticed the recent trend toward a more educated 

Hollywood, as young celebrities join the ranks of college students 
and pursue an education as well as stardom.

Natalie Portman studying psychology at Harvard; James Franco 
and his Columbia MFA; the Olsen twins at NYU—the list goes on. 
It’s a simple fact that these stars are becoming better, smarter role 
models for our younger generations, and this is an excellent reason in 
and of itself to encourage this trend.

However, there’s an even 
better reason for colleges to 

actively solicit celebrity attendance: 
namely, the automatic publicity 
famous students will bring to the 
institution.

Colleges and universities 
cannot ignore the benefit this free 
advertising will reap—and NMC 
must join the ranks of its four-year 

brethren in courting these well-known individuals.
Though enrollment has been high this year, due in part to the 

various economic factors forcing under- and unemployed people 
into schools, it’s not expected to remain at these record levels. In 
addition, the amount of money NMC receives from the state has not 
increased with the student body, and tuition is not enough to cover 
the college’s expenses.

A celebrity student or two will be just the ticket for putting 
NMC—and our town—in the black. Imagine the words 
“Northwestern Michigan College” and “Traverse City” being 
dropped into every People.com and E! News story on the star’s 
budding academic career. Not only will interest in our region’s 
educational opportunities skyrocket, but hits on local websites will 
increase dramatically and tourism will go up as fans flock to their 
favorite celebrity’s new stomping ground.

Young children of middle-aged back-to-school stars may even 
enroll in TCAPS schools, seeking the small town anonymity that 
classy boarding schools aren’t able to provide.

One can only assume that a student or two with multi-million- 
dollar movie or record deals will have a direct economic benefit 
on student life for all members of the NMC community. Famous 
students involved in student groups will be able to discreetly fund 
projects and events for groups from WNMC to the Engineering 
Club to the Film Club.

However, we must be careful to keep education as the highest 
priority for all students. Fascinating and rich as these new celebrity 
students might be, they are not simple meal tickets for the college.

In this light, the administration may want to overhaul some of 
NMC’s academic offerings and tailor certain classes to some new 
criteria. For example, we’ve heard word that some of Ms. Theron’s 
cement technology classes will be covering the exfoliating benefits of 
the construction material.

It will be argued that celebrities’ propensity for getting into 
trouble of varying legal and social degrees of unacceptability will 
be more likely to taint schools’ reputation if such activities occur 
while they’re enrolled. But the counter to this argument is obvious: 
there is no such thing as bad publicity. In some cases, an actor’s 
troublemaking can actually net them more roles, because their 
general visibility has increased. The same is true for their studies.

NMC has taken the first steps in this new direction by taking 
out ads in music and movie industry trade journals. More work is 
required, though these preliminary efforts have already borne fruit. 
We look forward to seeing more from the administration on this subject, 
so vital to the future of our institution; and we welcome the incoming 
students of Fall 2010—famous or infamous—with open arms.

ROSETTA ROLAND
Pickle Editor-in-Chief
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Letters to the Editor
To Whom It May Concern:

I’ve just taken my Metamucil, and boy, am I 
riled up!

Speaking on behalf of dirty old men world 
wide, we’re sick of hearing about cougars! And for 
us, “silver fox” just isn’t cutting it. We want a new 
symbol for our sexual freedom.

We need an animal an animal that really 
portrays our cunning, arthritic prowess!

Some people have been pushing for the tortoise, 
but in my mind though the creature is widely known 
for its powerful sensual propensity, it also implies 
that we’re slower than the hares of the world.

This choice is not something to be taken lightly.

The AARP plans to settle the matter with a 
massive vote, sent via post to every male over the 
age of sixty-five. In addition to tortoise, several 
others are in the running, including: humpback 
whale, saber-tooth lion, wooly mammoth, and sea 
cucumber.

I implore my fellow former foxes to participate 
and help solve this controversy of our time. Voting 
begins April 23. Let’s prove to the cougars that 
they don’t have a monopoly on. sexual metaphors 
describing middle-aged persons!

David Lee
Professional lecher (retired)

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts let
ters to the editor from members of the col
lege and community. Letters should be less 
than 400 words, typewritten, and signed 
with your name, address and phone number. 
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, 
spelling and length. Opinions expressed are 
not necessarily those of The White Pine 
Press staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686

BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 

BY FAX: (231)995-2110
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CAMPUS QUOTES
Compiled by SVEDERIK HOOGENDORN DE VONDERVAGEN, PICKLE COURTEOUS VIKING

What are you studying here at NMC?

"Early childhood 
development."

SAMUEL L. 
JACKSON

"Cement
technology.

CHARLIZE
THERON

"Aviation."

MR. T

"Nursing."

CHARLIE
SHEEN

"Dance."

MICHAEL
CERA

"Theater."

HAYDEN
CHRISTENSEN

"Nutrition."

LINDSAY
LOHAN

"Shakespeare 
and English."

CHARLES
BARKLEY

The college kid's survival guide 
to being a dorm hermit

■
 MONTANA ELKEN
Pickle Staff Writer

Many college aged students get very excited about moving 
out of their parents’ homes and moving in to their first 
dorm room. Looking forward to the freedom of staying 
out late and having plenty of premarital sex. Not having 
to sit down at dinner every night and hold those “How 
was your day?” conversations. Experimenting with illegal 
drugs and underage drinking is an appealing experience to 
most new college kids.

However there are some students who do not want 
to leave the nest and are not looking forward to the 
stereotypical “college experience.” This number of 
daddy’s girls and momma’s boys is growing larger every 
fall semester. It is with their minds in mind that I have 
prepared this guide to surviving your college dorm with 
the minimum of neighbor interactions possible.

First: Your dorm is equipped with a bathroom that 
you share with at least three other people. So you have 
access to running water and a waste receptacle. You can 
stay clean and hydrated and get rid of waste or garbage 
that may accumulate in your room, without ever having 
to leave your dorm. (You may want to invest in a plunger 
to optimize your garbage disposal.) As for things that do 
not flush there is always room above your head. Just stuff what 
cannot go down your toilet in a plastic bag and put it above 
your drop tile ceiling. Try to stay away from anything that will 
rot because your room will start to smell.

Second: Come prepared. You will want to have a mini 
fridge and a microwave for keeping your food choices 
open. You can keep a well-balanced diet by stocking up 
at the nearest vending machine. You have Hot Pockets,

which contain protein, dairy and carbohydrates; 
and by adding an orange soda, you have your 
fruit for the day as well. Then there are plenty of 
desserts to pick from, ice cream, candy bars, etc.

Third: Dealing with the other students who 
will cross your path. Most often that person 
will be your roommate. And for dealing with 
any roommate problems that may pop up, 
there is always chloroform. It is regulated by the 
federal government and can be hard to get your 
hands on, but it is an easy way to silence your 
roommate. Then you’ll have the night open for 
anything you need or want to do.

Fourth: Do not forget about your need 
for entertainment. You may want to bring a 
computer to keep up on your Facebooking. 
Having a TV and or radio might be another 
good source of entertainment too. And for noise 
control, remember to bring your headphones. 
Being able to block out the frat boys up stairs or 
the people having sex in the next room might just 
save your life - or at least theirs.

For those who are straining to remain anti
social, just remember, it’s not that hard. Just follow 
these tips and you will soon be comfortably alone, 
away from all the stereotypical college atmosphere 
that you do not want to experience. All I say is: 
good luck, and don’t kill anyone.

Photo Courtesy/MCT CAMPUS

*
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Local Traditions: Sex Rehab in Old Time Leelanau
■ NEDTISBY
■ Pickle History Writer

David Duchovny, Tiger Woods, and now Jesse 
James. The sex addicts of the celebrity world seem to 
have the time and money for posh “sex rehab” retreats. 
What most folks don’t know is the long-standing local 
tradition of sex rehab.

There’s been a version of a poor man’s sex rehab in Lee
lanau County for 150 years. It’s called “Seks Odwyk” for 
“sex rehab” in Polish. Sex addicts are not expected to pay 
for this kind of treatment. It’s more like an intervention 
with an element of physical “coaxing” involved.

Angry wives, girlfriends (and far more rarely, jilted 
males) gather their friends together and plot on how to 
subdue the accused addict.

Almost invariably, a surprise party is thrown fot the 
addict. They’re offered unlimited amounts of cider, 
vodka and beer. After the addict passes out thinking it’s 
their birthday, they’re tied to a tree. When the accused 
awakens the next morning, he is beaten with cedar limbs 
brandished by a gang of drunken women who shriek in 
Polish. The crotch is never spared the cedar lash. Some
times even nuns enter the fray, but rarely and under spe
cial circumstances.

At about this time of year, usually mid-March to early 
April is when this act is usually carried out. It follows the 
Polish tradition of “dyskusja nad lodem,” which translates 
“talk over ice.” This is simply a tradition of solving dis
putes far out on frozen inland lakes in wintertime. While 
seemingly inconvenient, the purpose for such a remote,

cold locale is so that property doesn’t get destroyed in a fit 
of rage, eavesdropping by third parties is difficult and the 
flat, neutral “landscape” of the ice lends a degree of calm 
detachment from one’s most volatile emotions. This tradi
tion is why one still can hear argumentative jabbering in 
polish on winter nights. It’s from the old men on the lake.

In the case of sex rehab, “dyskusja” can become a ter
rifying game for the addict who awakens chained to a slab 
of quickly melting ice.

“I was addicted to the 
sex. I was very bad, very un
faithful. My wife Anastazja, 
she showed no sign of what 
was to come. But I knew 
that she knew. It was al
most Easter. Big party at my 
house. And then, I woke 
strapped to a slushy piece 
of ice in Lake Leelanau,” re
members Lucjusz Polowski,
109, of Cedar.

“That was 1947. Divorce 
was very rare, frowned upon 
in those days. This is why 
few divorced. I believe I was 
the last to have this treat
ment. I was strapped to the 
ice by the ankles for three 
days. Each afternoon, a nun

Sex Rehab

■ • v

30E3

would walk out to me, tell me that the whole town was 
praying for me. Then the nun would toss a kielbasa down 
onto the ice for me to eat and tell me to pray. At first I 
thought I’d just wait for the ice to melt, then swim ashore. 
But by the third day, I was hysterical and raving. I missed 
Anastazja’s cooking and swore to never look at anoth
er woman again. They said I was cured and set me free,” 
Lucjusz recalled.

iI '’’"HItH 1 5

TRANSFERRING CAN BE EASY.
Take the next steps toward earning a bachelor’s degree.

• Transfer scholarships up to $4,000 annually.

• Transfer plans allow for easy transitions.

• Small class sizes averaging 15 students.

• Campus in Traverse City and online.

To create a personal transfer plan with an admissions 
representative, please call 1-8OO-686-16-OO. Sign up for a 
personal transfer web page at www.davenport.edu/vip. 
Or visit www.davenport.edu/transfer for more information.

BUSINESS I TECHNOLOGY | HEALTH
www.davenport.edu 1-800-686-1600

Davenport 
university

what am I going to do? what should I tell
him? how do I get medical care? can I

stay in school? should i keep my baby? 
what about adoption?

Child & Family Services
of Northwestern Michigan

TRAVERSE CITY 2200 Dendrinos Drive, Suite 104
Strengthening the Fabric of the Family Since 1937
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NMC engineers buy monster truck
I

 SKYE DALY
Pickle Student Life Correspondent

To get back to the top of the collegiate off-road rac
ing circuit, the engineering club has decided to scrap their 
Baja Racer and buy an upgrade.

With true American initiative, they have opted to 
spend their budget on a monster truck.

“We just thought it would be way more badass,” said 
Engineering Club President Paul Hagadone.

For the past several years, the NMC Engineering Club 
has entered their Baja racer — which they rebuild each year 
- in a collegiate racing series that pits cars from other col
leges and universities against each other.

Three years ago, the NMC team took first place at the 
“Blizzard Baja” race in the Upper Peninsula.

Despite his hard work on the previous Baja racer and stal
wart efforts to bring the engineering club together to build a 
new car, Hagadone feels it was the right move to make.

“The college was really pressuring us to get another 
win. With the new monster truck, we are putting our
selves in a good position. Well definitely compete for the 
podium,” said Hagadone.

Once the first-year president found the vehicle on Craigs 
List, he set out to find a way to pay for the new vehicle.

“Word got to me that there would be a host of new ce
lebrity students here at NMC,” said Hagadone. “So I de
cided to go talk to the most hardcore one I could find in 
the hopes he would support our cause.”

And he encountered none other than legendary Mr. T.
“I pitied the foo!” said Mr. T “I just couldn’t let them

keep building that sucka car! So I footed the bill for of 
Bess from the mid 90s monster truck circuit.”

As part of the terms of Mr. T’s contract with the col
lege, he has also agreed to melt down some of his gold 
necklaces for the hood ornament and other decoration.

“They’ll win. And they’ll win with super flash. Boil
ing sick rad limitless,” said the Hollywood legend, now an 
NMC aviation student.

The “Icin’ Bison” has impressive specifications: 575

blown-injected alcohol engine, a Turbo 400 transmission 
and 66” tires.

Hagadone feels that their new truck could be a great 
opportunity for the club to really show what they can do.

“This will allow us to work on something truly on scale 
with what these students will be able to do in a real work en
vironment,” said Hagadone. “Once we get the nitrous packs 
and the 25 mm chain gun on it, we’ll be ready to race.”

Ferris @ NMC
Did you know you can earn your bachelor’s degree right here on the 
NMC campus? Ferris partners with your local community college to 
provide a quality education at an affordable price. Our 2+2 and 3+1 
programs are set up so that you take two or three years of NMC 
courses and one or two years of Ferris courses. The overall cost of 
your degree is low because you pay the community college tuition 
rate and Ferris’ public university tuition rate. Financial aid is also 
available for both the Ferris and community college classes.

Visit our local office to find out more 
Learn locally and save.

Ferris State 
University
TRAVERSE CITY

More
2200 Dendrinos Dr., Suite 100, Traverse City, Ml 49684 
Phone: (231) 995-1734 or (866) 857-1954 
FerrisNorth@ferris.edu www.ferris.edu/offcampus
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Sober stupor 
opens up

■
 JACK BENIMBLE

Pickle Managing Editor

Spring Break, a time of fornication and intoxication. However, unlike most college- 
age students, who either spend their time on sunny beaches with scantily clad and 
promiscuous women or drunk and oblivious, one NMC student spent his entire 
spring break sober as a button.

“I don’t know what happened,” said third semester nursing student Maxwell Lush, 
“I’m as surprised as everybody else.”

Lush, who in his high school days was known as “Tankard” to his friends, not only 
managed to spend his entire spring break sober, but also managed to not see even one 
bottle of alcohol for a week solid.

“We were prepared for the worst”, said Lush’s father, “we kept thinking we would 
have to admit him to the hospital for alcohol poisoning like usual. Just the thoughts of 
these breaks in his responsibilities are enough to drive his mother to drink.”

Most of Lush’s friends who are used to his antics naturally worried about their 
friend. The situation began when Lush’s friends called him at the beginning of spring 
break to make party plans. Lush reportedly said he had “lots of work to do” and 
“didn’t think he could get away to do much drinking.”

“We showed up at his house and the door was locked,” said Marshall Wheeler, 
long-time friend of the Lush family.

“We were so concerned that we called the police to let us in. We were terrified to 
find him just sitting at his desk, nose in a book studying. Notes were everywhere and 
his entire house, which usually smells like stale beer and urine, was spotless.”

Mid-break, Wheeler and his friends even showed up with a keg to try and get 
Lush out of his sober stupor. But all Lush could muster as an excuse was unintelligible 
mumblings.

“We even tried to get him to come buy for us,” said Wheeler, “he usually gets a 
real kick out of doing illegal things for minors. But we just couldn’t get through to the 
Tankard we all love and rely on.”

“I just couldn’t stop studying,” said Lush, “when they came in I felt really 
ashamed, but I had to turn them away. I hope I didn’t burn too many bridges with my 
stint of sobriety.”

“We all hope this isn’t a permanent change,” said Wheeler, “some of the guys don’t 
really trust him anymore, but I know that once summer begins he will be back to his 
habits like white on rice.”

Now that classes have begun again Lush has found himself in excellent health and 
grades that might even get him into a university.

“I have a hazy memory of spending all my party money at the natural food store on 
things like granola and tofu,” said Lush, “I just hope this is a phase I’m going through.”

Holographic 
instruction 

conies to NMC

HOUSE CALLS Professor House (left) demonstrates how he (right) 
can visit students in the comfort of their homes to deliver virtual in
struction using the NMC holographic pilot program.

HAZY MEMORIES Wheeler (left) forces Lush (right) to put off his 
studying while trying to get him to remember how to procrastinate and 
drink irresponsibility.

If you sit in a darkened room in your 
house and are willing to replace one 
of your overhead light bulbs with the

TECHNO 
BABBLE
■

 HUGO SALAVAR
Pickle Staff Columnist

new “Holobulb”, by GE (available at the 
NMC bookstore for $69), you can have 
your instructor make a house visit, in a 
ghostly fashion.

You’ll also need a decent size mirror 
and a small fog machine (Spencer’s Gifts, 
$39) - or just light up a cigarette for the 
same smoky effect.

The images will be sent through the 
Internet on NMC’s X-file server, through 
which students will view live holographic 
images of instructors. Only a select few 
classes are initially available through 
NMC’s new virtual classroom.

The Internet has made teaching online 
interactive but this is taking it to a new 
level.

The pilot program is being tested 
in the Social Science and Culinary 
departments and is one of the first of its 
kind for a community college. Instructors 
can shoot live images of themselves in 
front of a classroom - or a kitchen, for 
that matter, preparing meals.

For Seafood and Sauces 101, instructor 
House was able to create a lovely 
Bouillabaisse in front of eighteen students,

who could record and play back the 
hologram and even pause in the critical 
parts of the lesson.

“But the best part is that they 
see me live and in all my glory,” said 
instructor House.

“This is great for me when there is a 
snow day as I can see my instructor right 
in my living room with all his gestures and 
hand movements,” said student Tutired 
Thucumtoklas.

To make it truly interactive, if the 
student is equipped with a web cam, the 
instructor will be able to see and interact 
with the student as well.

NMC is also introducing a new avenue 
for professors which administrators are 
calling Teach From Anywhere. A small 
group of instructors have decided that the 
northern Michigan climate isn’t conducive 
to their teaching style and have opened an 
NMC teaching annex on the big island of 
Hawaii.

Instructors were excited when they 
found out they could use TARP moneys 
to fund a new NMC grass-skirt initiative.

Some of the classes being offered 
will include going green in your hut, 
Alternative Heating, Lava and Culture 
201, Samoan history in Hawaii and how 
you can adopt your own professional 
football player.

In a related story, two holographic 
classes were fused in an as-yet-unexplained 
phenomena in which Sex Education was 
combined with Baking and Broiling. We 
don’t want to go into too much detail, but 
it wasn’t pretty.

%
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Love larking? Can it save your marriage?

■
 JACKI ERICKSON
Pickle Press Staff Writer 

World-renowned psychotherapist Dr. 
Harry Payne lives and breathes marriage.
As a personal expert, he’s on marriage 
number seven, and a clinical expert, 
twenty-three years researching matrimony; 
he has been coined by NY Times as the 
“Marriage Maharishi.” However, his 
newest discovery, termed Love Larking, has 
taken relationship psychology by storm.

“It’s a simple concept really,” explains 
Dr. Payne, “couples play practical jokes on 
each other to introduce humor and reduce 
stress in an otherwise anxious home.”

Payne attributes chimp shenanigans 
to his discovery. After observing his two 
prized chimps, Tiger and Sandra, for three 
years, his ‘Wow’ moment came when 
Sandra flung a handful of feces at Tiger. To 
Paynes astonishment, Tiger laughed and 
the two chimps commenced to copulate 
excitedly.

“‘Eureka!’ I yelled,” Payne laughs, 
remembering the moment. “People just

need to have a 
little fun, that’s 
all. Practical 
jokes involve 
both parties and 
laughter, which is 
a win-win anyway 
you look at it.”

Love Larking 
is a relatively new 
concept and Payne’s published discoveries 
will hit shelves in October of 2011 in 
his new book ‘Love in Jest.’ Followers 
of his theories are already taking action. 
According to a poll by Psychology Today, 
48 percent of readers who incorporate 
practical jokes in their marriage notice 
immediate improvements in sexual desire 
and overall wellbeing as well as reductions 
in stress and physical violence.

In a country where marriages and 
mortgages top the list of ‘Most Likely 
to Fail’ scenarios, Payne offers new 
remedies for old viruses. Not only does

he recommend Love Larking 
for regular citizens, but he 
incorporates these practices in 
his own marriage as well.

“Just the other day,” 
Payne gushes, “My wife 
posted a Youtube Video of 
me working out to Richard 
Simmons in a Speedo. 

Hilarious, I mean really. I 
returned the favor by putting an obituary 
for her therapist in the newspaper. She 
balked. It was really funny once I wrestled 
the Valium out of her hand.”

Traverse City resident Mona Lott 
insists that Dr. Payne’s Love Larking has 
saved her marriage.

“At first I was skeptical,” Mona 
explains. “But then I saran wrapped all of 
the toilet seats in the house,” she stifles a 
laugh. “You should have seen the look on 
Tom’s face. I mean pee flying everywhere, 
what a hoot. Of course cleaning wasn’t 
great, but we did it together, like old

times.”
Mona is one of several area residents 

who follow Dr. Payne’s advice with a fervor 
that borders fanatic. Amongst her friends, 
she says, their favorite practical jokes 
include switching out anti-depressants for 
laxatives, placing psychedelic mushrooms 
on pizza and filling the Brita water pitcher 
with Vodka.

Though Dr. Payne boasts followers 
all over the world, he is not free from 
criticism. Some right winged religious 
groups label his antics blasphemy and 
PETA has stolen his prized chimps Sandra 
and Tiger twelve times.

“Haters,” Payne says dismissively.
“I’m a brilliant psychotherapist whose 
discovered the penicillin of marriage.
It’s only expected that some groups will 
attempt to discredit me.”

Regardless of opposition, one thing is 
certain, Dr. Payne’s unorthodox practices 
have spouses and prank stores, the world 
over, laughing with glee.

Bailing out the bedroom
We all know someone who’s totally not getting laid 

and everyone knows it. It’s that weird vibe you get, the 
elephant in the room, the energy that says, “Yep, I’m to
tally sitting on the couch by myself tonight and watching 
Star Trek until my eyes bleed.” There’s one in every circle

DONT DO IT 
IN THE DARK

■
 JEAN-JACQUES COUSTEAU
Pickle News Editor

of friends, and frankly you just get sick and tired of their 
bitching and moaning about not getting any while you’re 
trying to plan a date for the night.

“Hey, do you mind if I hang with you guys tonight?” 
Yes, I flippin’ mind! I’m trying to get lucky! Get your evil 
juju out of here before you throw off my groove!

And what happens to your plans for the evening? 
They’re shot so you can pretend to comfort “that person” 
while you text your supposed-to-be-date about how great 
you are for saving “that person” from certain emotional 
doom, all the while smashing yourself in the face with a 
hammer and pouring Drano into your brain. Fun stuff!

Well, those days are soon to be a thing of the past!
With all the bad press on famous celebrities being sent 

off to rehab for their sexual misconduct, a huge part of the 
new health care bill was lost as the media slavered to cover

Tiger and Jesse and their hooker-loving antics. On page 
1,052, the subsection for rehabilitation programs adds a 
new type of sexual disorder: not getting laid.

That’s right folks: health insurance now covers rehab 
for those that have problems getting laid. Psychologi
cal researchers recently discovered that those who are not 
getting laid are 65 percent more likely to be jackasses, as 
well as 74 percent more likely to play video games, and a 
staggering 85 percent more likely to play an online role- 
playing game such as World of Warcraft. The research also 
suggests you are 78 percent more likely to have at least 
two subscriptions to online porn sites if you are not mak
ing any whoopee.

So, you know that moron 
that continues to ruin your 
evenings? You can to
tally stage an interven
tion, be on TV, and send 
their ass to sex school for 
a month. The rehab will 
consist of lessons such as:
Binge Drinking for Noobs,
Staying Hydrated on Ecsta
sy, Sex Etiquette, Controlling
Your Bro-mones (bros only), and 
How To Talk To The Opposite Sex.

After the loser of love heads to Shady 
Acres Rehab Center for a month of their
“Getting Paid And Laid” program, they are 
certain to come back and totally ditch you to

head out to the local club to dance and knock boots like 
there’s no tomorrow.

In my opinion it’s about time they started rehab for the 
under-sexed. There are way to.o many people slipping roof- 
ies to each other in order to boink to ignore the problem: 
some people just can’t get any action.

Sure, maybe some people are socially awkward and like 
Pokemon, but that doesn’t mean they don’t need some 
lovin’! So, if you know someone that really needs to get 
laid, arrange an intervention and send their ass to rehab 
for the under-sexed and lonely. It will truly change their 
lives - and get them the hell out of your living room.

Oh, and if you’re all worked up about 
Tiger Woods and Jesse James, then I 

have one piece of advice for you: 
shut up and go to sex rehab your

self. You must not be getting laid 
if you have enough time to com
plain about someone else’s sex 
life. For real.

V
V

*

*1
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Serious actors take on a 
challenging challenge

tr

Lady Gaga seen dressing 
like a normal person

I
 MAD DOG MESQUITE
Pickle Gossip Columnist

I
 ZELMA HILD

Pickle A&E Editor

In the spirit of Paul Blart: Mall Cop, writ
ers Kevin James and Nick Bakay are teaming up 
with director Steve Carr once again to make movie 
magic. These talented men are bringing movie lov
ers all over together with two new family-fun mov
ies this spring. They maintain the vision that even 
underdogs can rise up and become heroes.

In April, Phil Blert: Crosswalk Guard will come 
to theaters. This movie stars Samuel L. Jackson.

Jackson has lent his voice to many cartoons, but 
has never used his talent as an actor in a children’s 
feature film. Jackson says that he is “looking for
ward to the challenge.” Sources close to Jackson say 
he is super pumped!

“I’ve never done anything quite like this. I 
know that the Academy won’t acknowledge the 
film; it’s not refined enough for their taste,” says 
the actor. “A lot of the really great films are over
looked, but that doesn’t mean I’m going to pass 
up this great opportunity.”

Phil Blerp: Crosswalk Guard is about a crosswalk 
guard who takes his job very seriously. When he 
uncovers a gang of fifth graders who have been jay
walking, he’ll stop at nothing to make sure the kids 
follow the rules of the crosswalk.

According to critics, Jackson brings a lot of pas
sion and edge to his role as Phil Blerp. He embod
ies the bumbling guard perfectly.

Later on, in May, Pat Blort: Head Movie Theater 
Usher will take theaters by storm. This film stars 
Johnny Depp. Sources said that Steve Carell really 
wanted the part, but got beat out by Depp, whom 
creators felt was the better fit.

Depp says, “I wanted to take a break from play
ing quirky, interesting roles. I am so happy that 
I get a chance to play a normal, less-than-

unique guy who doesn’t wear any makeup! I think 
that this will start my career on a new path. I’m ex
cited to see where it leads me.”

Depp plays Pat Blort, who is the head movie 
theater usher. Blort is very serious about his thank
less job. No one smuggles treats into his theater!
No one puts their feet up on the back of his theater 
chairs! And no one sneaks into his theater without 
paying! When he finds out that a group of teenag
ers are doing all of this and more, he goes to great 
lengths to stop the nonsense.

Depp plays the part of a self-important hero 
well, bringing sensitivity to the job of movie 
theater ushers and makes you think about as
pects of the job that have probably never oc
curred to you before.

Both Jackson and Depp trained hard for these 
roles. Jackson, who took a six-week course in cross
walk training, said in an interview that he “learned 
the ins and outs of this job. The world really needs 
great crosswalk officers.”

Depp spent two months apprenticing as a movie 
theater usher at a movie theater in Iowa and says 
that the experience was eye-opening.

“I never guessed how hard the job of an usher is. 
Working as one made me bring a lot of honesty to 
my performance.”

Not only will kids love these movies, but teen
agers, young adults, middle-aged adults, past-their- 
prime adults and seniors will enjoy these great 
cinematic experiences. They have action, love, 
humor, heart, passion, and will make you think.

Don’t pass up seeing Phil Blert: Cross-walk 
Guard and Pat Blort: Head Movie Theater Usher. I 
know you won’t be disappointed!

Artist Lady Gaga was recendy seen exiting a hotel in Europe wear
ing jeans and a T-shirt. The superstar known for her over-the-top out
fits and risque music videos went casual as she left her hotel. Sources 
say it was to give her legs a rest since she was to perform that night. 
However, this is not the first time Lady Gaga has been spotted in more 
conservative clothing. On March 11, while on a flight from London to 
New York, the 24-year-old singer was wearing an outfit so tight her legs 
started swelling. Flight attendants urged the singer to take off her outfit 
and put on some more comfortable clothes. Though she’s vowed never 
to allow her fans to see her without -
high heels, Lady Gaga eventually 
agreed and flight attendants assisted 
her out of her dangerous appar
el. Now on tour, it is more impor
tant to go on with her show than to 
wear skin tight clothing that could 
harm her performance, says another 
source on Lady Gaga’s tame outfit 
in Europe. A fact all fans will under
stand and appreciate.

Books! Books! Books!

3 self-improvement 
“must reads”

1. Parenting: Do you have what it takes? • By 
Nadya Suleman
Suleman, more popularly known as the Octomom, is writing a self- 
help/parenting book. Suleman said in a recent interview, “Although 
my kids aren’t grown yet I feel like I need to share my insight before 
my popularity is gone.”

2. How to handle confrontation • By Chris 
Brown and Kanye West
Brown and West team up in the sensational book to give advice, tips 
and info on anger, aggression and how to handle it. They share per
sonal insight into their lives and hearts. This could possibly be the 
most inspirational book of the year.

3. How to prioritize your life • By Miley Cyrus
Cyrus shares her wisdom as a successful 17-year-old by giving tips 
on driving, paying the bills, handling a boss you can’t stand and 
holding onto your dreams as you grow older and they began feel 
hopelessly out of reach.

CHEAPBOOKS.COM
textbooks: bought and sold, new and used, online buybacks

cheapbooks.com
or call

(260) 399-61 I I
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On poetry:
you're not as smart as I am

■
 ROSETTA ROLAND

Pickle Editor-in-Chief

April, gentle readers, is National Poetry Month. 
I’m sure most of you plebeians wouldn’t know a 
good poem if it anthropomorphically bit you right 
on your Dorito-fed posterior, so allow me to take 
this opportunity to forcibly enlighten you.

Don’t struggle, now. The straps are for your 
own safety.

Poetry as an art form may indeed predate lit
eracy itself, but the oldest written work is the “Epic 
of Gilgamesh,” a devastating work etched in cunei
form on clay tablets in the third millennium BCE. 
In “Gilgamesh,” the unknown scribes masterfully 
and concretely portray the ancient king’s human 
suffering in words that resonate even thousands of 
years later.

The form weathered controversy throughout 
the millennia, most notably the drawn-out con
flict between modernist Non-Rhyming and more 
traditional Rhyming factions in what has been 
termed the Poetic Cold War. Though the quarrel 
is still technically unresolved, Rhyming has faded 
over the decades as surely as blossoms fade in the 
September sun.

However, some poetic pundits believe we’ll 
witness a “rhyme resurgence” as the post-neo-tradi
tionalists gradually gain influence.

Stop twitching. No, I won’t tell you why this 
is useful. “I WISH a greater knowledge, then 
t’attaine / The knowledge of my selfe,” after all.

Obviously, the second major controversy is 
the ever more impassioned debate regarding line 
breaks. The process of deciding enjambment is one 
of the most intricate maneuvers facing today’s poet, 
as the constraints of line breaks create more and 
more choices for where to put that crucial white 
space.

This dramatic clash has led to the only known 
poetry-related violence of the last century, in which 
a little-known poet almost completely blew his first 
chance at publication when he erupted in a fit of

knife rage at the editor who unwisely changed one 
of the poet’s line breaks. Thankfully, it was recti
fied when the poet wrote an honest and raw piece 
dealing with his aggression, which the bloodied 
editor printed it in its first draff.

What’s that? Oh, a little bloodshed got your 
attention? You desensitized goldfish.

I wish to use the rest of this column in a decon
struction of a poem by one of our finest contem
porary writers, Jaydyn Blumfeld. First, a cold read
ing. Feel free to take notes. And by “feel free,” I 
mean if you don’t, you’re even more hopeless than 
I expected.

I’m no good at—poetry

The plastic bottles lined 
upon my windowsill are 
refracting
the stoplights.

I will walk to the gas station.
I will buy milk.

Tomorrow I 
will walk.

To.

The gas station.

I will guzzle 
milk

from the angry breast
of the
attendant.

Attend: my plastic 
bottles
will last longer than 

myself.

In “I’m no good at—poetry,” Blumfeld deftly 
weaves commentary at the current American dis
posable consumer goods culture with his resent
ment toward his mother for not breastfeeding him 
in his infancy. This connection is crystallized with 
the delicate pairing of “guzzle I milk.”

But perhaps this poem’s finest moment is 
the near-perfect transition from “attendant” to 
“attend,” and that lone colon which is truly the 
turning point of this piece.

I’ll look forward to seeing your four-page 
examination of Blumfeld s body of work in my in 
tray on Monday, along with your response poem 
consciously echoing the voice expressed in his first 
collection, Phone Phonemes (currently number 203 
on the New York Times Bestseller list).

And by the way, it’s pronounced “po-em,” not 
“pome.” God, you should have known that.

Traverse City to be 
the next

Jersey Shore?

■
 CLIFFORD DIVER

Pickle Staff Writer

Production is underway on the new MTV reality series, The Bay. 
Set and filmed right here in the Traverse City area, the show hopes 
to cash in on previous reality show incarnations like The Hills and 
The Real World. The lives of eight young strangers will be filmed 
and documented in this all-new program.

The Bay is expected to be just as successful and critically 
acclaimed as past reality embodiments; MTV staff insists it’s going 
to be the next Real World.

“It’s going to be like... a new echelon of reality, man,” said MTV 
spokesperson Warren “Shooter” Johnson in a brief phone interview. 
“Everyone will be like.. .wow, this is amazing stuff, Real World was 
real but this will be realer...for real.”

Casting calls were open for three months in early 2009, prompt
ing hopefuls from across the country to send in auditions and 
videos. Out of the millions of responses received, MTV producers 
chose eight — four guys and four girls — from the eclectic (and often 
bizarre) array.

Needless to say, those who weren’t chosen for the show are very 
disappointed; MTV producers could not be reached after repeated 
e-mails and phone calls as to why I wasn’t selected.

Surprisingly, no cast members this season are from the Grand 
Traverse area, and when asked why no local twenty-somethings were 
selected, MTV producers maintained that youth in the area didn’t 
have the “x-factor” that usual cast-members seem to exemplify so 
well. Johnson elaborated further on the decision, stating “Dude, 
check it, they don’t like, you know, want anybody that will start all 
that drama, man.”

The cast for the 2010 season of The Bay seems to be diverse, 
though, with MTV releasing some of the details last week; painting 
a picture of the soon-to-be reality TV stars.

MTV has stated that the cast, already living together, will include 
Winston Keyes, a 24-year-old yacht club playboy from Cape Cod, 
Florida; Brody Turner, a 26-year-old surfer from SoCal; Siobhan 
Mac Amhalghaidh, a 23-year-old Irish lass full of sass; and finally 
Kate Trask, a 22-year-old down-home Texas gal headed for the big 
city. The rest of the cast hasn’t been revealed yet, but will be in the 
coming weeks.

As for the drama and events to be seen, episode teasers have been 
released; showing surfer Brody Turner trying to catch some “tasty 
barrels” in The Bay and his subsequent disappointment after real
izing the water was frozen. Turner was reported as saying, “Hella 
bummer, man.”

Another early episode promises tension between Winston Keyes 
and the local yacht club as well as a catfight between a drunken 
Kate and sassy Siobhan - ending in a fierce make-out session while 
Brody does a keg stand in a wetsuit. Kate was reported as saying, 
“Ain’t nobody do that where I come from; I was mighty out of sorts 
that night.”

“I’ve had better,” Siobhan lamented.
With the first season currently filming in Traverse City, be sure 

to look out for dispersing camera crews downtown and bar fights 
in a surprise downtown establishment. And if you try to explicitly 
interact with the cast, and believe me, I have, you will be asked not 
to break the fourth wall.

Reception of The Bay remains to be seen, but the reputation of 
Northern Michigan is on the line. Hour-long episodes will premiere 
in late May. All you need to know, such as cast info, blogs, and 
behind-the-scenes footage can all be found at www.MTV.com/thebay.
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SECURITY IS EARNESTLY INVESTIGATING a recent rash of what is being called 
"vandalism" and "wantonly irresponsible use of school property." This photo, 
snapped at the scene of the crime by intrepid Pickle editor Rosetta Roland, displays 
the chilling evidence au nature! in the lower level of West Hall.

GRAND adventures 
start here.

ill

Transfer to on* oi ttw io the Midwest," 
than 200 «sas ol sfody, a wril-rountfod M»f8?-aduftHm 
foundation, y«ll class sizes, vtttan! student life, teauBfU 
campuses, and affordable tufoan, *fehere is truf^ a grand 
adventure. Mk to »onsite advisor about all thecfopertuniies 
« Tram* Gi^ » at co- Aleodate and Grand Rapris campuses, 
gvsu.edutevem
(231) 995-1785

“Dreams Come True” bed races, April 10 beginning at 10 p.m. All 
night competition to be held on Front St. to support the local non-prof
it narcoleptic group “The Sleepy Heads.” For more information visit 
their website, www.SorryIPassedOutAgain.com.

Kardashian Family concert at Kresge Auditorium, April 11 at 7 p.m. 
The famous family will be stopping in T.C. on their “Praise Him” album 
tour. Their debut CD was a collaborative effort to draw the family to
gether, which sources say worked. The family covered numerous Chris
tian favorites with their own special twists. Rapper Lil’ Wayne will be 
accompanying the family on the tour providing their back up vocals.

Mud Wrestling at the Terminal, April 12 at 9 p.m. Local psychiatrist 
Michael Dukakis will host the competition as group therapy for Germo- 
phobia. The event is part of his “Learning to Let Go” series. Next month 
will feature a 20 person elevator party for Claustrophobia.

Sweatin’ to the Oldies at the Opera House, April 13 at 12:20 p.m. The 
workout begins with a Richard Simmons costume contest at 11 a.m.
The winner will be featured in an add campaign promoting “Inspire to 
Perspire,” Simmons’ new line of fitness wear.

“Hom Dogs,” April 13 at 2 p.m. A breeding session will be held to pro
mote the opening of a new dog park on Old Mission Peninsula. The 
park was sponsored by Michael Vick of the Philadelphia Eagles. There 
is a romantic breeding area for all intact (non-spayed, non-neutered) ca
nines.

Hannah Montana karaoke contest, April 15 at 9 a.m. The excitement 
is rising at the Traverse City Senior Citizen Center, where the contest 
will be held to raise money for local seniors in need of dentures and 
hearing aids. There will be a live appearance by a Miley Cyrus imperson
ator. Come on down to hear some tunes and enjoy the complementary 
prune juice and tapioca pudding. It’s sure to be a party in the USA!

Mother’s Milk: An Afternoon of Breastfeeding, April 15 at 12 p.m. 
Local organization, La Leche will be sponsoring the first annual event 
at the Open space. Home made ice cream, cheeses and fresh milk being 
sold to promote organization. Hungry babies welcome!

Downtown Dinner and a Mugging, April 16 at 7 p.m. Don’t miss this pop
ular event in its fourth annual presentation. This year’s featured restaurant is 
Phil’s on Front. You can purchase your $60 tickets from any local hobo.

Lunch and a Larceny, April 17 at 1 p.m. If you can’t make it out for 
dinner, check out this new event. The featured restaurant will be Amical 
and tickets for the midday edition are $40 and are also available at the 
Traverse City Chamber of Commerce.

“Frank You Very Much,” April 17 at 5:30 p.m. Waste Management 
will be holding a Las Vegas style buffet and hot dog roast off the back of 
their trucks to raise awareness about garbage services and servicemen.

“Face Hunter” tournament, April 18 from 4 p.m. until April 19 at 10 
p.m. FragFest will be sponsoring a competition of the Dick Cheney in
spired videogame as a warm up for the release of “Hunting in the Great 
Countries.” The event will be held at the Civic Center with the winner 
receiving a Beretta 391 semiautomatic shotgun.

Midnight release party for the new Sarah Palin videogame, April 19 
beginning at 10 p.m. at area Game Stops. “ Hunting in the Great Coun
tries,” is a two-player game inspired by ex-Vice President hopeful Sarah 
Palin. The game follows Canadian Mounties as they track down Rus
sian KGB members with sniper rifles. Dynamics are slightly changed as 
Canada and the United States are now blended, and Russia is invading. 
Featuring Sarah Palin as the President of the now-United Provinces of 
Canada, the game comes packaged with live ammunition, and a mail in 
rebate to be used after your sniper rifle purchase.
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1 SEPTEMBER VAUGHN
Pickle Staff Psychic

Real Life Astrology:
Serious Horoscopes for Serious Students

Aquarius (January 20 - February 18)
Be sure to spend the next few weeks living your life like there’s no 
tomorrow, because for you there might not be. The stars suggest that 
now is not a good time to go parachuting with your cousin Earl - you 
know, the one who claims to be a “professional” pilot.

Pisces (February 19 - March 20)
With Pluto in retrograde, now is the time to start a bar fight with 
Gunner the mauve-belt sumo wrestler over whose Chihuahua is cuter. 
Let Gunner know that you think his ‘Princess Cupcake Gigglepants’ is 
not as adorable as your dog, and that yes, that diaper (FYI, they’re called 
mawashi) does make his butt look fat.

Aries (March 21 - April 19)
As Venus enters into the constellation Gemini, you should take this 
opportunity to expand your romantic horizons. Give up on stalking 
that troll from your English class and check out some of the babes on 
Craigslist.

Taurus (April 20 - May 20)
Now is a good time to have your friends over for a party, Taurus; 
however, now is not a good time to try out your “magic skills” at your 
party. The cosmos suggest that playing David Copperfield with your 
dad’s old saw and your lovely assistant Cheryl from across the street will 
not have positive results.

Gemini (May 21 - June 20)
Everybody loves a Gemini because everybody loves a schizophrenic. 
While Jupiter is in Neptune’s orbit you should try to sort out all those 
personalities. Try to prune them down to the necessities; you really only 
need six or seven. The rest of us really don’t want to have to deal with 
your ever-changing persona.

Cancer (June 21 - July 22)
...Good Luck
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Leo (July 23 - August 22)
Now is a good time to work on your trust issues. Stop going through 
your significant other’s mail, and don’t worry about Alex, that hottie 
from the gym that your honey gets coffee with every morning; they’re 
totally just friends.
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Virgo (August 23 - September 22)
Take the chance this week to learn to be more open and accepting; odds 
are that those Austrian twins from down the street will appreciate your 
newfound openness.

Libra (September 23 - October 22)
Be sure to take some much needed “you time” this week, Libra. Really, 
you should avoid going outside in general or else you might get caught 
in the crossfire of the epic ninja battle occurring outside your home.

Scorpio (October 23 - November 21)
As Saturn loses its rings this week, I believe that you need to lose 
something of your own. No, Scorpio, I’m not talking about taking off all 
your clothes and running naked across campus; I know you don’t want 
to let go of your collection of porcelain zebras, but it’s time.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)
You’re usually a bright, cheery and peppy person, but this week the sun 
is changing its rotation and you should take the opportunity to mellow 
out. You’re driving your friends crazy; no normal person is that excited 
to do their Math 23 homework.

Capricorn (December 22 - January 19)
Great news, you’re going to win the lottery! Be sure to buy your ticket 
this week because the stars definitely seem to be in your favor! .. .Just 
kidding; you’re going to lose twenty bucks.
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SPICY DISH in search of someone 
who longs for fulfillment and late 
night adventure.

Must love taking a big bite out of 
life. Passion for salsa a plus. Meet 
meat:

Open late
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our two convenient 

Traverse City locations:
816 E. Front St. 

1447 S. Airport Rd.
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Ur at NMU, we make it easy to 
transfer credits, earn transfer 
scholarships and fit right in to our 
supportive campus climate. You’ll 
be guided by a faculty adviser in 
your department and get a wireless 
notebook computer, loaded with 
everything you need.

Complete your degree and 
completely elevate your leadership 
skills in our unique programs that 
go way beyond the classroom.

An EO institution
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