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We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may
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The terms “newswire” would seem to be an anachronism in a 
time when most news and information has already “migrated” to 
wireless delivery methods.

The “wire” refers to the telegraph, which revolutionized news 
coverage during the Civil War - a time of great change that also 
had a profound effect on the news. The inverted pyramid style 
of newswriting, in which stories are written in descending order 
of importance^ was invented to increase the chances that crucial 
information would still get through in case of downed telegraph 
wires - a constant danger in a time of war. This style became 
the standard for newswriting for the next century. The era also 
saw the development of the first associated press — a handful of 
newspapers that decided to pool together stories to expand their 
coverage.

Today, newswires have evolved into “content providers” of a 
full range of news content as well as photos, video, information
al graphics and comics. News organizations, including your very 
own White Pine Press, pay subscription fees to one or more of 
the major newswires, such as UPI, Reuters, Associated Press, and 
Tribune Media Services.

To scan thousands of headlines and story synopses offered by 
these services is to open a window into the grand enterprise of 
the news and to experience one of the unique pleasures of the 
work of journalism. It elicits a Matrix-like awareness of the total
ity of news coverage going on everywhere; it is a blissful, oceanic 
understanding of “what is going on.”

Another unique pleasure is to be captivated by a 2000-word 
news story that changes your view of the world.

A collection of agreed-upon news values guide editors ev
erywhere in selecting which stories get read: impact, proximity, 
prominence, novelty and controversy. The newswire is also a 
well of story ideas for reporters to localize for their own publica
tions.

In our newsroom, the staff has spent the last week applying 
these news values as they select stories from our newswire ser
vice. What we have learned is that there is a vast wealth of news 
and information that cannot be printed due to space consider
ation; we also inferred that although wireless delivery methods 
remove this limitation, people may not read enough of the story 
to be truly informed by it, particularly when they are getting the 
news via so-called “smart phones,” which don’t lend themselves 
to lengthy, in-depth reading.

What they do lend themselves to is something much more 
troubling: mere headline scanning in place of reading the news. 
Our fear is that people will mistake being updated with being 
truly informed.

This is why the perspective offered by publications that oper
ate on a daily, a weekly, or monthly news cycles is so important. 
An update is to news what a raindrop is to the ocean; to really 
understand “health care debate” you have to have read hundreds 
of news stories - not just scanned hundreds of headlines.

We hope that readers will enjoy our selections from the news- 
wire. We also hope that readers will reconsider their relationship 
to the news, that they will hone their selective mechanisms, read 
from as many sources as possible, and be willing to have their 
views radically altered from in-depth understanding.
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V Z— on campus

NMC properties expand
The Northwestern Michigan College Board of Trustees voted Tuesday to 

purchase a building and property that will allow the college to expand its 
Aero Park Campus.

The purchase agreement allows NMC 45 days to conduct appropriate in
spections and due diligence. Provided the inspections and other conditions of 
the purchase agreement are met, NMC hopes to close on the property by Mar. 
31,2010.

Science scholarship applications available
Applications for the W.R. Angell Natural Science Scholarship and Peta Wil

liams Memorial Biology and Environmental Science Scholarship for the 2010- 
11 academic year are now available. Application deadline: Apr. 1, 2010.

Free lecture on Haiti and American music, 3/23
Northwestern Michigan College will offer a free lecture/concert entitled 

“World Slavery: The Haitian Revolution and the Rise of American Music” featur
ing Ray Kamalay at noon, Mar. 23, in Milliken Auditorium of the Dennos Muse
um Center.

This event is part of a series of free lectures and events presented by the 
Michigan Global Awareness Consortium.

African acrobats to perform in Milliken
Put together Cirque du Soleil, a fire ring and African culture and what do 

you get? The Kenya Safari Acrobats, appearing Mar. 23 at NMC in a free pre
sentation sponsored by the NMC Student Life office.

The show will be held at 7 p.m. in Milliken Auditorium. Though free, ad
vance tickets are necessary. Tickets are available at the Office of Student Life 
in West Hall, the front desk of the Dennos Museum Center, Horizon Books in 
downtown Traverse City and Oryana Food Co-op.

ART COMPETION WINNERS

BEST OF SHOW A drawing by Mary Grace Corpus of Interlochen Arts 
Academy wins "Best of Show" at the Annual Regional Juried High School 
Art Exhibit currently on display in the Okerstrom Fine Arts Bulding.
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NMC SERVES UP
exotic flavors during 
the sixteenth annual 
Grand Traverse Tasters' 
Guild February 27 at 
the Hagerty Center. Pic
tured is the booth that 
won first place, "Dar
jeeling Market," run by 
Team India. Left, a visi
tor samples Team In
dia's wares. Center and 
right are team members 
Stephanie Sheppers 
and Ray Priebe.
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MSU’s veterinary school to stop using live 
dogs for training

Michigan State University says its veterinary school will 
stop using live dogs for practice student surgeries and then 
euthanizing them.

The East Lansing school says it has decided this fall to 
end a procedure commonly known as terminal surgery. 
Under the procedure, live dogs bought from breeders are 
anesthetized for surgery and then they are euthanized.

Bryden Stanley, professor of animal surgery, tells the 
Detroit Free Press the procedure didn’t involve cruelty and 
was necessary because the school’s “primary responsibility 
is to train competent surgeons.”

She said cadavers and surgical models now offer accept
able alternatives.

Officials say only “purpose bred” animals were used for 
surgical training, not dogs from pounds or former pets.

Schools offering money-back guarantees on 
jobs quality of training

As Michigan is facing double-digit unemployment, 
Lansing Community College is promising some of its stu
dents an enticing guarantee: jobs within a year — or their 
tuition money back.

“Get a skill, get a job” is a pilot program for four non- 
credited job training courses.

Henry Ford and Oakland community colleges offer 
similar deals for some of their associate’s degree programs.

Graduates of those colleges who get select associate’s 
degrees can get tuition refunded or free retraining if they 
are deemed unprepared for work or if credits don’t transfer 
to a four-year institution as promised.
LCC, whose tuition is about $60 per credit hour, has had 
three guarantees over the past decade for associate’s de
grees in applied sciences — affecting about 160 job fields 
that range from nursing to technology.

Michigan loses chance for funds through fed
eral education program

Michigan lost its chance to receive up to $400 million 
to help improve schools through the federal Race to the 
Top program.

The Great Lakes State was not among the 16 finalists of 
41 applicants announced today by the U.S. Department 
of Education. The prize'is a total of $4.35 billion in stim
ulus money for schools.

Finalists included Colorado, Delaware, District of Co
lumbia, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Massachusetts, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsyl
vania, Rhode Island, South Carolina and Tennessee.

The final winners will be announced the first week in April.
Michigan can apply for a second round of stimulus 

money that begins in June.

College to create safety facility: School
craft-Livonia proposal 
awaits OK

Schoolcraft College is prepared to spend a total of $7 
million to create a public safety training campus, primarily 
on land it would lease from the City of Livonia, according 
to school and city officials.

If the agreement is approved by Livonia City Coun
cil and the Schoolcraft College Board of Trustees in com
ing weeks, construction on the campus could begin this 
spring, said Bob Wielechowski, the college’s executive di
rector of facilities management.

Under the proposed agreement, the college would pay 
Livonia $250,000 to lease the property for fifty years. The 
training facility would include a driver training course and a 
four-story tower for firefighter training on multistory fires.

Making sense of the bridge debate: plenty of 
questions remain on whether a new span is 
built linking Detroit, Ontario

A new report by the Michigan Department of Trans
portation justifying building a new publicly owned bridge 
from Detroit to Windsor sets up a climactic debate in the 
state Legislature over the project.

The legislature hopes to decide by June 1 whether to 
go ahead with the proposed bridge known as the Detroit 
River International Crossing (DRIC) project or drop it. 
The MDOT report, while expected and containing no real 
surprises, sets the stage for state lawmakers to say once and 
for all whether they will back the project.

The new study “reaffirms the need for a new crossing in 
the Detroit-Windsor corridor within the next five to ten 
years in order to support trade between the United States 
and Canada,” MDOT Director Kirk Steudle said in a 
statement. He predicted the DRIC projectrwould create at 
least 10,000 jobs in the Detroit-Windsor area over the life 
of the construction project, with many more spin-off jobs.

Web site opens the door to break-ins
To some; it’s just another social networking tool for keep

ing tabs on friends and learning 
about cool places to go. To 
others, it screams, “I’m not 
home, so please rob me!” 

Now, thanks to a 
Web site not-so-co- 
incidentally titled 
Please Rob Me 
(www.pleaserobme. 

com), people who 
choose to post their 
whereabouts publicly 
via a network called 
Foursquare are finding 
their homes being la

beled as burglary-ready.
The site’s creators say the goal is to raise awareness and 

to prevent burglaries by encouraging people to be more 
judicious about what they post online. But some metro 
Detroiters say it’s going too far.

“I completely realize that little information on the In
ternet is actually private,” said Andrew Leggat, 28, a Troy 
resident and Foursquare user, “but I think this takes it to 
another level.”

Court awards bullied student $800,000
In what experts say could be a landmark decision, 

a Michigan school district has been ordered to pay 
$800,000 this week to a student who claimed the school 
did not do enough to protect him from years of bullying, 
some sexually tinged.

This week’s jury verdict against Hudson Area Schools 
puts districts on notice that it’s not enough to stop a stu
dent from bullying another. There needs to be a concerted 
effort to stop systemic bullying, too.

Essentially, the federal court ruling says schools can be 
held responsible for what students do, if there is a pattern 
of harassment or if they don’t do enough to provide a safe 
environment.

“This is going to have implications across the nation,” 
said Glenn Stutzky, a Michigan State University instructor 
and an expert on bullying.

Safety, ease lead to C-section surge
Rising C-section rates that show no signs of letting 

up have stirred a vigorous national debate about whether 
many are being performed too often, too early and with
out medical necessity.

With nearly one in three babies born by Cesarean, the 
highest rate ever, doctors and natural birth proponents 
are concerned that factors such as a woman’s preference 
to schedule birth on a particular day and a doctor’s fear of 
malpractice are, in part, driving the increase.

An initiative at sixty Michigan hospitals hopes to make 
a dent in at least first-time C-sections by encouraging nat
ural delivery techniques. The hospitals also are encourag
ing women to postpone scheduled C-sections until the 
39th week of a pregnancy, when a baby’s lungs are healthi
er, and use labor-inducing drugs less often.

In hard times, Michigan hospitals are bleed
ing money

Troubling economic times in Michigan and stalled state 
and federal health reforms are causing historic losses at Mich
igan hospitals left with soaring uncollected patient debts and 
bills for care from a growing number of uninsured people, a 
report expected to be released today concludes.

Michigan hospitals incurred $797 million in uncom
pensated care in the 2008 fiscal year, the latest full year 
available. Of that, $557 million was for uncollected debts 
and $240 million was for free, or so-called charity, care, 
according to the Michigan Health &t Hospital Association 
report of 134 nonprofit hospitals.

Hospitals lost an additional 
$706 million in fiscal 2008 on care 
to Medicaid recipients, 
and $359 million for care HHH| 
not paid for by Medicare 
and other government 
programs, such as county 
health plans, the report said.

As a result, many Michigan hos
pitals, on average, lost money in fis
cal 2008, leaving them with a negative 
bottom line, according to the report.

COMPILED BY Tribune Media
Press, MCT Campus *
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When Mom 
is your 

study buddy
■

 BONNIE MILLER RUBIN
McClatchy Newspapers

CHICAGO — Lucy Horton — just one of the mil
lions of Americans out of work — rushes out of Eng
lish class at Harper Community College, a requirement 
for the associate’s degree she is seeking in search of a 
better life.

As the 49-year-old leaves the Palatine, Ill., campus, her 
19-year-old daughter is just arriving — same subject, dif
ferent generation.

“I’m fine with my mom being here,” said Anna Hor
ton, who graduated last year from South Elgin High 
School. “But at the same time, it’s a little weird.”

Enrollment at many community colleges is at a record 
high. Within the surge, there is a boomlet of parents and 
children attending school together, experts say.

The phenomenon is a convergence of two market forces: 
A larger-than-usual crop of recent high school graduates di
verted from pricier schools by the recession, and their elders 
who are back in the classroom, hoping that retraining is the 
path to more stable and lucrative employment.

It’s hard to imagine any adolescent willingly embrac
ing this arrangement. Back in high school, the mere pros
pect of passing Mom or Dad in the hall would have been 
a profound source of humiliation.

But now, the cringe factor is greatly diminished be
cause the post-secondary environment means fewer 
cliques, more age diversity and a better shot at anonymity, 
the progeny say..

“It’s OK as long as she doesn’t follow me around,” explained 
Marissa Gudowski, 19, who attends Prairie State College in 
Chicago Heights with her mother, Diana Gudowski, 52.

The daughter has only one iron-clad rule: “No moms 
in the same classroom,” cracked the teen, while her moth
er expressed mock indignation.

Although the number of such pairs is difficult to mea
sure, no one disputes that demand at the nation’s 1,200 
community colleges is strong and coming from across the 
age spectrum.

Illinois can count nearly 159,000 community college 
students age 40 and older — a group that accounts for 
about 23 percent of the state’s enrollment, according to 
the Illinois Community College Board.

Maria Coons, interim vice president at Harper Com
munity College, said the challenging economy has attracted 
more adults who want to learn new skills or earn a degree. 
The school has seen the population of adult students jump 
by 17.5 percent this semester from spring 2009.

Simultaneously, 17- to 20-year-olds have flocked to 
these institutions as a way to stretch their tuition dollar.

“This has led to more parents and children from the 
same family attending classes here,” Coons said. “The 
number of duos like these has increased over the past year, 
and we anticipate it will continue to grow.”

MOTHER-DAUGHTER STUDENTS Anna Horton (19, right) and Lucy Horton (49, left) 
peek at Anna's 3-month-old daughter Aniya. The two share babysitting duties - and a car.

In many cases, the stubborn economic downturn is be
hind the generational collision. Even with fledgling signs of a 
recovery, labor experts say it will take years to absorb the 15 
million Americans currendy out of work — especially older 
women with limited education, who have been among the 
hardest hit.

“I saw the handwriting on the wall,” said Lucy Horton, 
the sole breadwinner for a 13-year-old son, along with 
daughter Anna and an infant granddaughter.

The elder Horton had worked for years in collections, 
but the business shriveled and by November 2008, she 
was axed. She quickly landed a part-time gig in retail, but 
that lasted only through the holidays. Once again, she 
found herself with too much month and not 
enough money.

So, she enrolled in Harper’s Women’s Pro
gram, which provides support to displaced 
homemakers, and has immersed herself in the 
certified nursing assistant curriculum. While 
she’s awaiting her certification, she’s taking 
some nursing classes, hoping that the addi
tional instruction will make her even more 
marketable.

Economics also played a large part in the 
Gudowskis’ decision. Originally, Marissa had 
her heart set on St. Mary-of-the-Woods College 
near Terre Haute, Ind., but the $30,000-plus 
annual tab was just too steep for a mosdy stay- 
at-home mother and her postal clerk father.

Instead, the family scaled back, choosing 
Prairie State (average tuition: $2,228), which 
just posted the largest spring enrollment fig
ures in the school’s history. An elementary 
education major, the daughter plans to knock 
out her prerequisites, then transfer to North
ern Illinois University in DeKalb. Her mom 
graduated with honors from Prairie State, re
ceiving her associate’s degree in photographic 
studies in May, but is still taking classes to
ward a bachelor’s of fine arts in photography.

The Gudowskis, who live about 25 min
utes from campus in Dyer, Ind., have one car 
between them, which means their schedules 
have to be in sync.

Returning home

Starting a family

Getting a job

“When I got out of high school, I thought ‘Cool. ... 
Now I can take my first class at noon.’ But four out of 
five days, my Mom starts at 8 a.m.,” Marissa said, roll
ing her eyes.

Sleeping in is rarely an option for Diana Gudowski, who 
started her studies in 2003. “It’s much easier to do this right 
the first time, before you have to juggle a lot of family and 
household responsibilities,” she said.

For their part, the younger generation concedes — 
sometimes begrudgingly — that having mom or dad on 
campus can be a benefit; there’s someone on campus to hit 
up for lunch money or offer free baby-sitting and trans
portation. The Hortons, for example, hand-off 3-month- 
old Aniya and a Toyota Corolla between classes.

MUFfl timPC Many U.S. young adults are struggling to find 
FICHU lllllww jobs and move out of their parents’house.

10 percent of adults ages 18 to 34 say 
the poor economy has forced them 
to move in with their parents

• An additional 12 percent got
a roommate

35 percent who report they currently live 
with their parents say they have lived 
on their own before returning home
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About 7-in-10 grown children who live 
with their parents are younger than 30 

Approximately half work full or part time

Two-in-10 are full-time students 
and 25 percent are unemployed

About 15 percent of adults younger 
than 35 say they have postponed getting 
married because of the recession 

• An additional 14 percent say 
they have delayed having a baby

e
Only 46 percent of 16-to-24-year-olds 
are employed, the smallest percentage 
recorded since the government began 
collecting such data in 1948

©2010MCT
Source: Pew Research Center U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Graphic: Chicago Tribune
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The great American 
debate recommences
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 LOUISE W. KNIGHT

History News Service

This country began with a fierce debate, 
and it does not appear to be over. The folks 
rallying to the tea party campaign espouse a 
program that goes right back to the Articles of 
Confederation. Whatever we think of it, the 
movement is as American as apple pie. And its 
followers think so too, calling themselves “patri
ots” rather than Republicans or Democrats.

Mark Skoda, the president of a Tea Party PAC, 
recendy summed up what he calls their first prin
ciples: “less government, fiscal responsibility, lower 
taxes, states’ rights and national security.”

There’s an irony here, though. The tea 
party-ers lustily cheer at every mention of the 
U.S. Constitution yet their principles were 
most fiercely embodied not in our current Con
stitution, but in the Articles of Confederation.

Remember those? The same month that 
Congress was debating a declaration of inde
pendence, a committee was drafting the articles. 
Its purpose was to form a new government,

which it called the United States of America. 
The states completed ratification of the articles 
in 1781. Eight years later the Constitution sup
planted the articles and brought to an end the 
political institution that tea party members now 
seem intent on reviving.

The articles allowed the new central gov
ernment — solely a legislative body — to 
make war but not to tax or regulate interstate 
commerce. States, nervous about losing their 
independence, had designed a weak govern
ment intentionally. That was why it was called 
a confederacy. (The Southern states, equally 
determined to protect states rights, created an
other one 80 years later.)

The first confederacy failed. Unable to tax, 
it struggled to raise money from the states to 
finance the Continental Army; after the war 
ended, it could not help states floundering with 
war debts. By 1786, it was clear to many that 
the confederation needed to be replaced by 
something stronger, a federation.

The second constitution, the one we live 
under now, became law in 1788. It gave the 
central government powers to tax and to regu

late interstate commerce and created a national 
government that for the first time had executive 
and judicial branches. Many Americans, known 
as the Antifederalists, had their doubts about 
the new constitution.

Their spiritual descendants are the tea party- 
ers. Like the Antifederalists, the tea party folks 
are fiercely distrustful of the national govern
ment, especially its power to tax, even though 
they completely trust its power to defend the 
nation. They also dislike the two-party political 
system created in Washingtons first administra
tion. Sarah Palin recently declared her disap
proval of both the Republican and Democratic 
parties in her speech to the National Tea Party 
Convention in Nashville and sparked an explo
sion of approval from her audience.

Today’s defenders of the Constitution are the 
progressives. Led by President Obama, they be
lieve that the national government should not 
only protect the nation from attack, promote in
terstate commerce and protect individual rights 
but also solve national problems through federal 
legislation — from building infrastructure to 
promote economic growth to making the schools

better to protecting workers from unjust employ
ment practices. It is not surprising that the tea 
party-ers hate President Obama. He embodies 
the Antifederalists’ worst fears.

What is perhaps most interesting about the 
tea partyers is that they have no interest in the 
socially divisive cultural issues — abortion, 
gay marriage, euthanasia — that have so dom
inated our recent national political debate. 
That is refreshing.

Instead, these Americans have returned to 
the oldest argument arising from this nation’s 
founding — what should the role of the nation
al government be? Should it help Americans 
who are struggling or should it not? Should 
we maintain (and even strengthen, as through 
health reform) the progressive apparatus of laws 
and programs that keep the unemployed, the 
poor and the elderly sick, and even all citizens, 
from suffering, and increase total federal tax 
revenues to pay for it, or should we deconstruct 
that apparatus and reduce those revenues?

This is the debate we should be having. May 
it recommence!

%
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It's a long road to November
As you read this, conservatives, “tea partyers” and Republicans are 

wildly confident and enthusiastic. They feel the wind at their backs. At 
the recent Conservative Political Action Conference, the guest speakers 
all foretold major Republican gains, with Dick Cheney confidently 
asserting that “Barack Obama is going to be a one-term president...”

It’s understandable that politicians would want to rally the base with 
bold predictions of future success. But it is dangerous for Republicans 
to assume that current political conditions will prevail indefinitely.
The midterm elections are months away, and forecasts about the 2012 
presidential election are about as useful as reading pig entrails. ... 
Consider our most recent elections. Almost none of them turned out as 
predicted. Unforeseen events always intervened. .. .In other words, there 
is no way of knowing which issue will prove most important to voters in 
November. So Republicans should ignore the boosterism. Dismiss the 
presumption. Focus instead on the issues that could influence the course 
of politics for the rest of 2010 — and complicate things for the GOP

Matthew Continetti, Los Angeles Times

Dump 'don't ask'
Some of the nations highest military officers have a difference of 

opinion on a major issue of government policy.. .but these officers 
would have no trouble fighting alongside each other in spite of 
their varying opinions. Soldiers, airmen and seamen are good at 
overcoming their differences to carry out a mission.

Could the American military survive the presence of gays and 
lesbians in its ranks?

As a matter of fact, it already has. Since 1993, when Congress passed 
the “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy barring openly homosexual personnel, 
14,000 have been kicked out. Nearly 4,000 voluntarily depart each year.

Gays have always been there and always will be. What difference would 
it make if they could be open about their identity? Probably not much...

The service chiefs who want to keep the “don’t ask” policy seem 
to think foreign militaries’ experience has no relevance to our 
military. In recent decades, more than two dozen countries have 
decided to admit gays... and the problems that critics feared have 
not materialized. No one has explained why the U.S. military is 
incapable of handling a challenge that so many others have met...

Decades ago, many people in the U.S. military didn’t welcome 
integrating blacks or women into their ranks. Today, it’s hard for 
young people to wonder why all the fuss.

Someday, long after “don’t ask, don’t tell” is history, posterity will 
wonder the same thing.

Chicago Tribune

Gun case courts disaster
A gun-rights decision by the Supreme Court two years ago threatened 

to make it more dangerous to walk the streets of Washington.
Now the top court’s conservative voting bloc seems intent upon 

expanding the risk to other U.S. cities by dismantling strong gun- 
violence safeguards.

Chicago’s long-standing handgun ban came into the crosshairs 
of the National Rifle Association last week, as the group sought 
to extend the reach of the court’s earlier ruling that the Second 
Amendment protects individual gun rights.

During arguments in the case on Tuesday, most of the justices 
who struck down the District of Columbia’s 1976 handgun ban gave 
pretty clear signals that they believe the ruling could be applied to 
strike down other strict gun-control measures.

[In] the June 2008 ruling.. .the court opined that “the right 
secured by the Second Amendment is not unlimited.”

Gun-control advocates rightly took the decision to mean that the 
Constitution does allow the enactment of reasonable limits on guns 
to safeguard citizens.. .If the court extends its Second Amendment 
ruling to jurisdictions beyond D.C., it will have embarked on a 
dangerous redefinition of the nation’s gun laws.

At the very least, gun laws that may be struck down in Chicago and 
elsewhere will take time to be rewritten to pass standards of reasonableness 
that the Supreme Court itself hasn’t even outlined... Given the national 
plague of gun violence, that’s simply the wrong course for the court.

Philadelphia Inquirer

Editorial Cartoons

ECONOMY RECOVERING SLOWLY

MR. RRESIPENLYOUVE GOTTA 
KICK THAT NASTY HABTT IF TO 
WANTTOBEAROUNPTOSEE 

YOUR GRANPKIPS 
PECLARE

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: IzVh/te Pine Press accepts let
ters to the editor from members of the col
lege and community. Letters should be less 
than 400 words, typewritten, and signed 
with your name, address and phone number. 
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, 
spelling and length. Opinions expressed are 
not necessarily those of The White Pine 
Press staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686
BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 
BY FAX: (231)995-2110
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CAMPUS QUOTES
Compiled by MATTHEW MONLEY

What do you think of the new recycling bins on campus?

"I think they're 
pointless because 
people just end up 
throwing a bunch in 
the trash anyway."

MIKE DIDUCH, 20
Maritime

"If people actually 
used them then 
they'd be good."

MELISSA 
SUTTLE, 20
Communications

"Where are they? 
I didn't know we 
had such a thing."

KATY
SCHARLOW, 21
Political Science

"I haven't noticed 
any of them, 
actually."

CAM NESBITT, 19
Education

"What containers?"

RENO
FELDKAMP, 19
Music

"They're quite handy 
when I'm walking 
around with an empty 
bottle. Also, the color 
is quite fascinating and 
appealing to the eye."

BENJAMIN 
LAFORD, 20
Aviation

"Go green!"

KRISTINA 
ALDEN, 19
Art

The rights and wrongs of biomass
I

 MAH TOMLINSON
Press Staff Writer

There has been a lot of talk about the bio
mass power plant that Traverse City Light 
and Power (TCLP) is considering building 
on Parsons Road in Traverse City. Unfortu
nately there has been almost as much misin
formation on what biomass is, how it works, 
and the potential benefits and detractors of 
such a plant in our area. I would like to clear 
up some of the confusion of what is being 
proposed and how it works, while simultane
ously not drawing any rash conclusions for 
or against the plant.

The plant being proposed by TCLP is 
a 10 megawatt (MW) plant that is being 
built to help them meet their renewable 
energy standard portfolio as well as the “30 
by ‘20” goal, a goal stating that 30 percent 
of the municipality’s power will be generat
ed by clean sources by 2020. Traverse City 
Light & Power came up with this power 
producing method after some of the em
ployees took a trip to Europe and saw that 
biomass plants are commonplace in a lot 
of Northern Europe. The idea to start with 
a 10 MW plant, truthfully a very small 
power plant, is a way for them to see how 
the plant would work and how they could 
manage it. To put this in perspective, most 
conventional coal and natural gas powered 
plants are sized in the 500-800 MW range, 
and cannot operate at this level with any

semblance of efficiency.
If you have lived in the Traverse area 

for the past months, you have undoubt
edly heard many claims about the dirtiness 
of power produced by biomass and how 
this method will destroy our forest. This 
in most cases is actually false. It surprises 
a lot of people, myself included, to learn 
that biomass power plants can be operated 
carbon neutral if operated correctly. The 
theory being that what you burn is put off 
as carbon where it will be absorbed by the 
trees again as part of their photosynthesis 
process. The process loosely works off of 
Newtons First Law of Thermodynamics.

This is only true, however, if the plant 
is operated efficiently and the fuel being 
used is sustainable. Traverse City Light and 
Power has shown that they are more than 
willing to do both.

The second tier of making a carbon 
neutral process is. sustainable harvesting of 
the fuel source. This can be done in two 
ways. A crop known as a coppice crop can 
be grown to be used only as a fuel for the 
plant, this usually consists of fast growing 
grasses and smaller trees on a short rota
tion grow order. The plants and trees take 
very little time to grow again, presenting a 
fuel source that would be viable for a bio
mass plant. The way TCLP is heading is 
this sustainable cutting of trees. If TCLP 
recognizes sustainability as defined by the

phrase: “sustainable development is devel
opment that meets the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs,” then 
I think we can trust that TCLP is not out 
for our forests.

This is, however, a tall load for any util
ity and if any part of the process is miscal
culated the once almost totally clean power 
plant is reduced to being just as dirty as 
conventional processes. This is where the 
biggest problem with biomass lies: run
ning the plant efficiently and as close to 
carbon neutral as possible is separate from 
the low-end goal of just making power 
for consumption. This leaves a lot of pos
sibilities for a lot of different of people to 
potentially try to change the process for 
perceived cost benefits or a number of 
other political agendas.

The other problem that comes with 
biomass is that fuel must be harvested and 
transported and this is more than likely to 
be done using petro fuels. Although any 
use of petroleum products has a negative 
effect on global climate change, the trans
portation cost - in terms of monetary and 
carbon cost for the wood a 10 MW power 
plant would use - is probably less than 
what shipping is to most of the stores at 
the Grand Traverse Mall.

The other reason to support a biomass 
plant is that it would produce what is re

ferred to as “base load” power - something 
that, unfortunately, other renewable energy 
producing methods can’t do while being 
sized in the same way. Base load power 
is power that can be generated instanta
neously when the consumer needs it. A 10 
MW wind turbine farm, even in Northern 
Michigan, is at the mercy of the weather. 
Solar and hydroelectric can also both pro
duce base load power in Northern Michi
gan. I would recommend that TCLP look 
at all of these methods of power producing 
technologies. But for a utility’s purpose, 
base load is a very big deal; the power 
needs to come instantaneously for custom
ers to use and especially during peak times.

Overall, if TCLP does the plant right, it 
could bode well for citizens of the city and 
produce almost totally clean power. If not, 
it would be similar to adding a new, albeit 
very small, coal plant on Parson’s Road. I 
think it will be, as always, up to the citi
zens to keep the public officials honest in 
their representation of what is happen
ing and what track our biomass plant will 
go down. There is no doubt the populace 
of Traverse will be able to keep the utility 
compny honest in what their vision for the 
plant would be and that has to be a must 
in order for it to move forward.

If we want clean energy we can have 
clean energy and, surprisingly, biomass can 
be one of these options.
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Man charged in sweeping student visa fraud case
SANTA ANA, Calif. — Eamonn Daniel Higgins spent seven years attending college. 
Between 2002 and 2009, he attended 10 different schools in Southern California, includ

ing California State University, Los Angeles, Irvine Valley College and Santa Monica College, 
according to federal prosecutors. During that time, he studied sociology, marketing, English, 
business and math.

The problem was that Higgins hadn’t registered for any of the courses, authorities said. 
Rather, dozens of foreign students — mostly from the Middle East — were paying him to sit in 
class, take exams and write papers for them so their student visas would remain valid, accord
ing to a charging document filed in the case. Students paid up to $1,500 for course assignments 
and finals and up to $1,000 for English and writing proficiency exams, the document said.

Authorities believe he has helped more than 100 foreign students from Saudi Arabia, Leba
non, Kuwait, Turkey and Qatar, earning hundreds of thousands of dollars in the process.

“We have seen visa fraud schemes before, but we have never seen anything quite like this,” 
said Debra Parker, Los Angeles acting special agent in charge of investigations for the immigra
tion agency. “This is something really sophisticated.”

On Monday, Higgins, 46, pleaded not guilty in federal court in Santa Ana to conspiracy to 
commit visa fraud. He faces up to five years in federal prison if convicted.

Putting every New Yorker on paper
NEW YORK — Jason Polan cannot talk on the phone right now. He is on his way to Taco 

Bell in Union Square to draw unsuspecting New Yorkers.
At TJ, he has made it a mission to sketch every person in New York City, all 8,363,710.

From the back, the side, eating a Burrito Supreme, splayed on a gallery couch in the Muse
um of Modern Art, rolling a suitcase across Grand Central Station, riding the No. 7 subway to 
Queens, buying pizza in Brooklyn.

He even captured Jerry Seinfeld scratching his head in a Midtown burger joint.
Polan says he is just another New Yorker, never mind that he was born in a small town 20 miles 

outside of Detroit and moved here a few years ago after graduating from college in Michigan.
It’s been almost two years and about 8,300 drawings since Polan began spending part of 

every day sketching New Yorkers in random parts of the city and posting his work at night on a 
blog, everypersoninnewyork.blogspot.com.

Polan is partial to fast-food restaurants because the workers usually leave him alone to draw 
as long as he wants. He’s even started a drawing club that miraculously has expanded to 150 
members who regularly meet up to draw at Taco Bells in cities across the country’.

Rare Palos Verdes butterflies bred in captivity
released into wild

LOS ANGELES — A rare blue butterfly took flight Saturday morning on a windswept bluff 
of the Palos Verdes Peninsula in Califor
nia. Then another. And then another.

A cluster of conservationists watched 
in awe. In all, 80 endangered butterflies, 
each bred in captivity, ventured into the 
wild for the first time.

It was a big step toward saving the 
Palos Verdes blue butterfly from extinc
tion. The peninsula had been its only 
home on Earth until 20th century de
velopment bulldozed its habitat.

“I’m just ecstatic to be here,” biolo

gist Jana Johnson told the gathering moments before 
the cobalt-blue butterflies were set free in a gully of 
San Pedro’s Friendship Park.

“Take a look around,” she said, nodding toward 
hillsides covered with homes overlooking the ocean 
and the Los Angeles basin. “It was wiped out by us. So 
its our job to undo the past wrongs.”

The instant they were let out of their clear plastic 
cups, many of the butterflies opted first for food. They’ 
fluttered straight to the nearest sunflower shrub, un
curled their tiny snouts and started sucking up nectar from the yellow blossoms.

“It was kind of like back from the dead — resurrection,” Johnson said.

Buried alive: Half of Earth’s life may lie
below land, sea

WASHINGTON — While astronomers scour the skies for signs of life in outer space, biol
ogists are exploring an enormous living world buried below the surface of the Earth,

Scientists estimate that nearly half the living material on our planet is hidden in or beneath 
the ocean or in rocks, soil, tree roots, mines, oil wells, lakes and aquifers on the continents.

They call it the “subsurface biosphere,” a dark world where the sun and stars don’t shine. 
Some call it Earth’s basement.

“Earth’s habitable zone extends to depths of hundreds or thousands of meters,” said Katrina 
Edwards, a microbiologist at USC. “The organisms that live in this environment may collec
tively have a mass equivalent to that of all of Earths surface dwellers and may provide keys to 
solving major environmental, agricultural and industrial problems.”

Scientists say research on “intraterrestrial life” complements astronomers’ hunt for “extrater
restrial life” around other stars and planets. The search for E.T. starts at home.

“Much that we do in our work to discover and understand the deep biosphere has relevance to 
the origin and search for life elsewhere in the universe,” Edwards said by e-mail. “Fundamentally, 
this is all about life detection.... Our inner space is a natural testing ground for outer space.”

To advance their understanding of subsurface life, marine geologists are about to launch 
three drill ship expeditions to punch holes in the seafloor and implant long-term scientific “ob
servatories” linked by cable and satellite to onshore laboratories.

Infamous Alcatraz prison to install solar panels 
with stimulus funds

SAN JOSE, Calif. — The Rock is going solar.
In its heyday, Alcatraz prison locked up mobsters like A1 Capone, “Machine Gun” Kelly and 

Alvin “Creepy” Karpis. Now, the famous penitentiary in San Francisco Bay will capture some
thing new: the sun’s rays.

On Friday, the National Park Service announced it will fund a project to put roughly 1,360 solar 
panels on the main prison and laundry' building at Alcatraz Island. The panels, which are scheduled 
to be installed later this spring, will provide 40 to 60 percent of die electricity for the iconic island, 
reducing the need for two aging diesel generators that currently keep Alcatraz’s lights on.

“The long-term goal is to create a fully sustainable island that uses 100 percent renewable 
energy,” said Michael Feinstein, a spokesman for the Golden Gate National Recreation Area, 
which oversees Alcatraz.
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Asteroid caused extinction of dinosaurs and
other species, scientists affirm

LOS ANGELES — It’s official: The extinction of the dinosaurs and a host of other species 
65.5 million years ago was caused by a massive asteroid that crashed into the Gulf of Mexico, 
creating worldwide havoc, an international team of researchers said Thursday.

The 7. 5-mile-wide asteroid was traveling at a speed about 10 times that of a rifle bullet when 
it hit, releasing a billion times more energy than the Hiroshima atom bomb. The impact blew 
dirt and rock around the world, set massive wildfires, knocked down forests worldwide, trig
gered massive tsunamis and earthquakes of magnitude 11 or larger, and even caused parts of the 
continent to slip into the ocean.

Those events wiped out more than half of all species on Earth in what has been called the 
greatest extinction event of all time. The species lost included not only the dinosaurs, but also 
the birdlike pterosaurs, large marine reptiles and many smaller land and sea creatures, clearing 
the way for the emergence of mammals as the dominant life form on the planet.

All of this may sound familiar. In fact, the idea was proposed 30 years ago by Nobel laureate 
physicist Luis Alvarez and his son Walter after they found abnormally high concentrations of the el
ement iridium in sediments from what was then known as the K-T boundary. This 65.5-million- 
year-old layer of Earth separates fossils of the Cretaceous period from those of the Tertiary period.

In recent years, however, some scientists have speculated about alternative causes for the 
extinction, arguing that it could have resulted from multiple asteroid impacts or, more likely, 
massive volcanic eruptions at the Deccan Traps in India.

To settle the question, European researchers decided to assemble what Kirk R. Johnson of the 
Denver Museum of Nature & Science called “a K-T boundary dream team,” a collection of 45 in
ternationally renowned scientists in a broad spectrum of disciplines to analyze the possible causes 
of the extinctions. Funding came from the National Science Foundation in the United States and 
from similar groups in other countries. Their conclusions will be published in the journal Science.

“The answer is quite simple,” Johnson, a co-author and spokesman for the group, said in a 
telephone news conference. “The crater really is the culprit.”

Ferris @ NMC
Did you know you can earn your bachelor’s degree right here on the 
NMC campus? Ferris partners with your local community college to 
provide a quality education at an affordable price. Our 2+2 and 3+1 
programs are set up so that you take two or three years of NMC 
courses and one or two years of Ferris courses. The overall cost of 
your degree is low because you pay the community college tuition 
rate and Ferris’ public university tuition rate. Financial aid is also 
available for both the Ferris and community college classes.

Visit our local office to find out more. 
Learn locally and save.

Ferris State 
University
TRAVERSE CITY

2200 Dendrinos Dr., Suite 100, Traverse City, Ml 49684 
Phone: (231) 995-1734 or (866) 857-1954 
FerrisNorth@ferris.edu www.ferris.edu/offcampus
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Calamities of Nature by Tony Piro

Wash your hands for 
at least 20 seconds.
(ABOUT AS LONG AS IT TAKES TO SING 

THE ALPHABET.)

101

Cover your cough 
and sneezes.
(NO TISSUE? HEY, YOU HAVE A SLEEVE.)

Stay home if 
you’re sick.
(YOUR FRIENDS WILL LOVE YOU FOR IT.)

Get the flu vaccine.
(C'MON DON’T BE A BABY.,

To learn 
more about 

flu prevention, 
including 
vaccines, 

contact your 
health care 

provider, local 
health 

department, 
or visit

michigan.gov/flu 
or call 2-1-1.

Mm

TRANSFERRING CAN BE EASY.
Take the next steps toward earning a bachelor’s degree.

• Transfer scholarships up to $4,000 annually.

• Transfer plans allow for easy transitions.

• Small class sizes averaging 15 students.

• Campus in Traverse City and online.

To create a personal transfer plan with an admissions 
representative, please call 1-800-686-1600. Sign up for a 
personal transfer web page at www.davenport.edu/vip. 
Or visit www.davenport.edu/transfer for more information.

BUSINESS I TECHNOLOGY | HEALTH
www.davenport.edu 1-800-686-1600

Davenport 
university

TRAVERSE CITY 2200 Dendrinos Drive, Suite 104
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Savory event shows off culinary skills

I
 NORMA JEAN MACNAUGHTON
Press Staff Writer

At the Grand Traverse Tasters’ Guild Scholarship 
Auction, hosted by the Great Lakes Culinary Institute, 
students defied the “traditional” and presented a tasty 
blend of savory flavors and impressive skill.

Whisks flashed at the Great Lakes Culinary Institute on 
Feb. 27, delicate puff pastries were stacked into sculptures, 
sugar was spun into crisp nests and over 200 pounds of 
vegetables were chopped for the largest culinary event in 
northern Michigan. With nearly 200 staff and 500 planned 
guests, the GLCI was abuzz for a night of excitement.

The Tasters’ Guild is a nationally recognized 
organization with over forty chapters nationwide. The 
Guild endeavors to pair great wine with phenomenal food 
and the Grand Traverse Chapter hosts the Scholarship 
Auction in connection with that by blending student 
talent, nflorthern Michigan wine, and the generosity of 
local business people into an elegant souffle of merriment.

This year marks the 16 th Grand Traverse Tasters’
Guild, which began with only seventy attendees and 
boiled into a sellout event. The original location for the 
event in 1995, was the Park Place Hotel, but when the 
Culinary Institute was built the event moved there. This 
year the Tasters’ Guild Auction had $33,000 worth of 
scholarships, money that’s awarded to twenty promising 
chefs who spend weeks planning, days organizing, and 
hours cooking for the event. In addition to the scholarships, 
both live and silent auctions are held, and the night 
concludes with a raffle drawing.

“This year was one of the best for the core, we have twelve 
wineries and the students really outdid themselves this year,” 
said Director of the Culinary
Institute, Fred Laughlin.

Each table was decorated to suit 
the food of the assigned country 
and students decorated their tables 
to win a monogrammed chef 
jacket with their name and the 
Tasters’ Guild insignia.

The table for Team Mardi 
Gras was lined with beads and 
brightly clad student chefs 
abandoned the traditional uniforms to up the ante for the 
competition; Team Japan enticed NMC student Heather 
Mork to don a kimono for the night and chat with guests, 
while Team India had hung vintage tea sets from an aptly

"This has been a great night! 
Fantastic food, fantastic 

people!"

Charity Grigal, Raffle Ticket Sales

named “Darjeeling Market” 
structure.

Team America’s table lured 
guests in with ethereal dry ice 
flowing from beautiful blue 
beakers, and the Baking class 
erected a puff pastry statue 
worth salivating over. Each 
table embodied their selected 
country, and the taste of the food 
matched their creativity.

The British Isles created a 
seemingly traditional “Shepherd’s 
Pie,” but the spice and taste removed 
any redundancy from the dish. Team 
France served a delectable Bananas 
Foster while clad in butlers’ tuxedos.
Team Italy served amazing ravioli 
they made from scratch, while 
having a wonderful selection of 
cheeses common to various parts of 
the country.

Overall, the tables were 
opulent and rich with splendor, 
but the most powerful flavor of the night was student 
enthusiasm. The students were knowledgeable about each 
dish and zealous to serve each guest. Though chefs are 
technically considered “back of the house,” these students 
stepped up to the challenge of running their booths with 
zest and smiles and were completely at ease.

“It’s always a great event, but this year was better than 
ever. Great wine, great food,” said Marylou Coe one of the 
owners of Black Star Farms, a featured winery that night.

In addition to Black Star Farms, L. 
Mawby Vineyards, Left Foot Charley 

and Shady Lane Cellars offered samples.
For the students, the night was a key 

to unlocking a few more kitchen doors 
in their culinary careers. As the forks 
scraped against plates the scholarship 
ceremony began. Several “Tasters’ Guild 

Scholarships” running from $2,000 to 
$1,500 were awarded.

“I’m going to put [my scholarship] 
toward school next semester. This will help me stay out of 
financial debt, so that’s definitely a plus,” stated Anthony 
Aranjo winner of a $1,500 scholarship. Most students felt 
that the money they received will help them to further

ANTHONY ARANJO proudly displays his scholarship certificate he 
received thanks to the success of this year's Tasters' Guild auction.

their education, or help to pay student loans already 
accumulated.

The awards for best table were then handed out as 
judged by Chef Mickey Cannon of Tuscan Bistro; with 
New Orleans in third, Team France in second and Team 
India in first.

The live auction then began, with prizes ranging from 
having the Director come to your home and cook for 
eight with wine included, to viewing the Blue Angels on 
July 4 from Lobdell’s second floor restaurant directly on 
the bay.

“This has been a great night! Fantastic food, fantastic 
people! I’m selling raffle tickets - I have four left, I think 
I’m beating all the other girls!” said Charity Grigal one of 
the ladies selling tickets.

Overall the night can best be summed up in the words of 
Chef Cannon when he presented the Award for Best Table.

“We can’t go forward in this business without you [the 
students] ya’ll did a great job tonight. This community 
thanks you... Take that to heart, you worked hard, you 
put in your best effort and you all did well!”

A special thank you to Chef Lucy House for her love of 
her students and allowing the White Pine Press to be a part oj 
this incredible event.

LEFT, TEAM AMER
ICA arranges their 
table, "Fire and Ice." 
with dessert morsels.

RIGHT, WINNING 
TEAM INDIA mem
bers {left to right)
Mike Leginski, Stepha
nie Sheppers and Ray 
Priebe, are ail smiles 
after serving delecta
ble delights from their 
"Darjeeling Market."
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Looking through the Rabbit Hole Theatre Review

MADDY MESA
Press Staff Writer

Last summer I saw the first 
trailer for Tim Burtons Alice in Wonderland. I 
flipped out! Not only was Burton directing, but 
Johnny Depp was starring in it! Friday March 5 I 
was dressed up, all Mad Hatter like, in front of the 
Grand Traverse Mall ready to be blown away.

I was shocked when I had to pay $10 to see 
the movie in 3-D. I’d never seen a movie in 3-D 
and thought it would suck—but I was pleasantly 
surprised. I knew immediately that I was watching 
a Tim Burton film.

The movie opens with young Alice telling her 
father about a bad dream she had with a dark hole, 
a caterpillar, and a waistcoated white rabbit. Flash 
forward thirteen years and we see a nineteen-year- 
old Alice (Mia Wasikowska) and her mother on 
their way to a party in the countryside thrown by 
Alice’s late fathers business partner.

Unknown to Alice, they hope to make her part 
of the family. When their son Hamish asks Alice— 
in front of everyone—for her hand in marriage, she 
flees and falls down the rabbit hole.

Now in Wonderland, Alice must 
come to terms with being brought 
“back” to save Wonderland 
from the dreaded Red Queen 
(Helena Bonham Carter).
Befriending some interesting 
characters along the way, Alice 
musters the courage inside 
herself (typical Disney) to save
Wonderland and confidently live the 
way she wants to in her own world.

Although I haven’t read 
Through the Looking Glass or The 
Adventures of Alice in Wonderland,
I could still connect with what 
was going on. The “Drink 
Me” bottle and “Eat Me” 
cake, which cause her to 
shrink and grow, were both 
familiar.

Mia Wasikowska, 
a relatively unknown 
actress, did an 
incredible job playing 
the odd, head-in- 
the-clouds Alice

Kingsleigh.
Waiting for Alice at the bottom of the hole are 

familiar characters, White Rabbit (Michael Sheen), 
Tweedledee and Tweedledum (Matt Lucas), and the 
Dormouse (Barbara Windsor). Each actor played his or 
her character so well I felt like I was in Wonderland.

One of my favorite characters in the movie was 
the Cheshire Cat (Stephen Fry), a very memorable 
character. Sarcastic and a bit cheeky, the Cat added 
humor and his visual effects were fantastic as he floated 
on and off screen in vapors and puffs of smoke.

Another character that stood out was the Red 
Queen. Helena Bonham Carter was in her element 
in the role of the Red Queen. She brings fear and 
laughter to the screen. Showing no mercy, she had 
people’s heads coming off left and right with that 
famous line, “off with his head!”

In typical Tim Burton style, the scenes and 
visual effects of the movie were dark and gloomy 
yet romantic.

Like a lot of Burtons films Johnny Depp was 
present playing the Mad Hatter. “Drugged out” 
on tea and full of bizarre thoughts and sayings,

Depp played his role well and definitely had me 
laughing, though sometimes when he was 

deep in thought the Mad Hatter would 
sound a little too much like Captain 
Jack Sparrow.

Ann Hathaway played the White 
Queen and was a positive delight on 
screen. Reminding me a lot of past 
Disney princesses, Hathaway seemed to 

glide from scene to scene in her flowing
white gown and caring manner.

I really enjoyed this movie. I 
had high expectations 

going into the film 
and was not completely 

disappointed—all in all 
it was a great film and 

seeing it in 3-D really made
everything pop! Being a 

Disney movie, there was that 
universal message: “You can

do anything if you believe in 
yourself.” Sounds cliche, I know 

but this theme didn’t make for a 
bad film. So fans of Tim Burton: go 

see Alice in Wonderland. It has humor, 
action, and great cast of actors.

Old Town Playhouse presents:

I
 JEANETTE HAGBERG
Press Staff Writer

This season’s celebration of the Old Town Playhouse’s 50th year 
continues with Jonathan Larson’s famous rock opera Rent, which will 
be performed at OTP for the next three weekends.

Rent, which is based on the Puccini opera La Boheme, explores 
relationships, friendships and the impact of AIDS in the 525,600 
minutes that make up a year in the life of eight friends. The musical 
gained almost overnight success when it debuted in 1996.

In Traverse City, the musical is being brought to life by a cast 
including veteran OTP performers and a few actors new to OTPs 
stage. There is no denying that this cast is talented; the over 40 musical 
numbers are presented beautifully with amazing vocalization. Not 
only was it a pleasure to listen to, but it was a very visually interesting 
performance, especially considering that Rent isn’t a dance heavy show.

Not only did Rent feature a great cast of the eight principle 
characters, but the ensemble was amazing as well. Anyone who goes 
to experience this production at OTP will be blown away by the 
entire company. Having strong people playing the leads is important, 
but it is really everyone else who makes the performance. Rent is no 
exception to this and at OTP everyone in the cast comes together to 
create a production that goes above and beyond expectations.

That being said, the first act of the production was a little lacking 
in energy, but by the time intermission was over the cast really 
achieved the level of emotion that is necessary for this show. Intense 
numbers such as “Another Day” and “La Vie Boheme” seemed 
lacking in the power that they really need to be effective. However, 
in the second act emotional songs such as the reprise of “I’ll Cover 
You” and “Goodbye Love” are performed stunningly.

Onstage chemistry is a hard thing to come across sometimes. In 
the case of the relationship between the characters of Angel (Tom 
Cilluffo) and Collins (Jonathan Doyle), the spark wasn’t really there. 
While the actors portrayed the individual aspects of the characters 
and sang very well, the love that the couple is supposed to have 
didn’t come across as genuine, especially when contrasted with the 
passion that the other two couples seemed to have for one another.

Two striking aspects of the production that appeared to be 
flawless were the set and costumes. The set, which was designed 
by director Brian Dungjen and Joseph Shoup, who also starred as 
Roger, provided an amazing environment for the actors to perform 
in. It was simple, but it blended beautifully with the dynamic 
musical. The costumes (created by Kathy Verstraete, Bradley Roswell 
and Becca Walton) suited the characters very well. They definitely 
added to the drama of the play.

CHEAPBOOKS.COM
textbooks: bought and sold, new and used, online buybacks

espanol urdu/hindi/punjabi
(212) 380-1763 (713) 429-4981

see site for other support lines

cheapbooks.com
or call

(260) 399-61 I I
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■
 ANN POWERS

Los Angeles Times (MCT)

It’s 2010. What could we still want from Jimi 
Hendrix? He’s been gone so long. Yet the master 
guitarist, Afro-futurist and ultimate psychedelic 
freak still generates an aura of possibility stronger 
than what many still-breathing pop stars can main
tain. He’s the lost rocker most strongly associated 
with the question “What if?”

What if Hendrix had collaborated with Miles 
Davis, gotten into synthesizers, put together that 
big band he’d been planning at the time of his 
death? Would rock as we know it be different 
now? What would Hendrix have made of hip-hop? 
Would he have had a hand in inventing it? Some
thing about his music points so strongly toward un
imaginable next accomplishments that it’s hard to 
consign him to the past.

Hendrix’s estate was a mess for years, and many 
shoddy reissues tugged his spirit into dingy corners. 
With the release of Valleys of Neptune, a new phase 
begins. This album of previously unreleased studio 
material is the first in a new campaign from Ex
perience Hendrix, the company led by the artist’s 
stepsister Janie. Deluxe reissues of the three sets 
Hendrix made with his band the Experience will 
be released on the same day, and Janie recently said 
that there’s enough unheard stuff in the vault to 
make for a decade of new releases.

That’s a lot of “What ifs.” Valleys of Neptune, 
however, doesn’t add much to that particular con
versation. Consisting of tracks recorded with the 
Experience and a few other players as Jimi was 
growing disenchanted with the power trio format 
and preparing to form something else, “Valleys of 
Neptune” reinforces what fans know well about 
Hendrix: that he loved the blues; that he was a 
technical wizard who gained energy from extend
ed jams but always came back to the killer riff; that 
the foundation he created informed the work of 
every godlike ax dude who followed, from his peers 
Jimmy Page and Eric Clapton to Prince, the Edge, 
Jack White and John Mayer.

Eddie Kramer, the influential engineer who 
worked extensively with Hendrix and co-pro- 
duced this set with Janie and archivist John Mc
Dermott, told Los Angeles Times music writer 
Randy Lewis in a recent interview that assem

bling this material was a “fun, archeological dig.” 
That’s the best metaphor.

Of these 12 songs, half are relatively unfamil
iar, although a journey into YouTube reveals that 
hardcore Hendrix fans have uncovered them all 
before, with different names or in different forms. 
Two, it seems, including the title track, were as
sembled by Kramer from sessions that occurred 
months apart. Most represent the last gasp of the 
Experience, and you can feel the tension between 
Hendrix, who strides off into many extended 
solos and blues vamps, and the rhythm section of 
Noel Redding (supplanted on bass by Billy Cox 
on three cuts) and drummer Mitch Mitchell, who 
stays snappy, seeking pop hooks.

There are reworkings of the Hendrix hits 
“Stone Free,” “Fire” and “Red House” and a gra
tuitous but pleasurable instrumental cakewalk 
through Cream’s “Sunshine of Your Love.” Devo
tees will revel in these variations, and Kramer’s 
mix makes them feel very alive—you can almost 
hear Jimi snapping his gum.

As for the lesser-known songs, the title track is 
typical Hendrix sci-fi, “Mr. Bad Luck” has a lot of 
wit and snap, and the others are memorable most
ly for what Hendrix accomplishes in their nooks 
and crannies. His guitar playing is an inexhaustible 
thrill, even when he’s just messing around.

It goes without saying that this isn’t the place 
to start for curious neophytes. Those other new 
products from Experience Hendrix promise more: 
the indomitable whomp of “Manic Depression” 
and “Spanish Castle Magic”; the heavenly
drift of “Little Wing;” his 
definitive reading of 
Dylan’s “All Along the 
Watchtower.” Those 
are songs, not just 
possibilities. But the 
many Hendrix lovers 
who will appreciate Val
leys of Neptune will tell 
you, with Jimi Hendrix, the 
possibilities are endless.

■
 scon PELL

Press Staff Writer

Heavy Rain for the PS3 comes to us from Quantic Dream, who 
created Indigo Prophecy. Heavy Rain is unique in that it isn’t your typi
cal action/adventure game. It tends to focus on the drama and the ten
sion in the situation.

Heavy Rain follows the stories of four characters: a father, a journalist, 
a private eye, and an FBI detective. Each character has their own motives 
and story; some even cross paths with each other, which fiequendy chang
es the pace of the game. The story of Heavy Rain centers on a mysterious 
serial killer, who’s been dubbed by the people as the “Origami Killer.”

The Origami Killer kidnaps children and drowns them in the 
gathering rainwater, leaving only an orchid and an origami figure in 
the hands of his victims. He then send the parents of his victims a 
shoebox filled with challenges; when they are completed, the killer 
sends them clues to the location of their child. Ethan, one of the 
main characters, has his son taken by the Origami Killer, and must 
find out how far he will go to save his son.

The gameplay of Heavy Rain works mosdy like a quick time event, 
or QTE: sequences that are much like watching a movie, yet are inter
active, in that a player must be on guard at all times and press the cor
responding buttons. QTEs are usually frowned upon by the gaming 
community, however to pass up this game for that reason would be a 
shame, as this is one of the more unique experiences in gaming.

The controls may get in the way of some of the more dramatic 
scenes in the game. While moving, players have to hold down the 
R2 button and move the left analog stick to move, but because of 
awkward camera angles and over-responsiveness of the controller, it 
can be frustrating to just walk across a room. However these are all 
minor complaints in the grand scheme of the game.

The presentation of Heavy Rain is phenomenal. Heavy Rain uses 
cinematic camera angles and incredible compositions to set the mood 
for the situations in the game. The camera angles during the action se
quences capture the tension and drama that is going through the char
acters. The characters are really something as well. Quantic Dream used 
the actual faces of the voice actors for their digital counterparts. The 
music in the game changes from eerie to suspense and flows so well. The 
presentation makes watching the game just as fun as playing it.

Heavy Rain is a unique experience, yet it’s hard to recommend to 
most gamers. That being said, it is a must play despite its flaws.
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Calendar
OTP presents Rent Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Mar. 11, 12 and 13 at 
8 p.m. and Sunday, Mar. 14 at 3 p.m. Based on the characters and sto
ryline in Puccini s La Boheme, Rent quickly became a beloved work and 
overnight phenomenon when it hit Broadway in the mid-1990s. For 
more information contact the Old Town Playouse at (231) 947-2210; or 
e-mail: office@oldtownplayhouse.com.

Dervish Concert, Friday, Mar. 12, 8 p.m., at Milliken Auditorium on 
the campus of NMC. Hailing from County Sligo, Ireland’s award-win
ning Celtic band Dervish combines charismatic stage presence and daz
zling instrumental virtuosity. Voted Best Traditional/ Folk Group by 
Ireland’s magazine Hot Press, the band is legendary for performances fea
turing high-energy reels to hauntingly beautiful ballads. $25 advance, 
$28 door, $22 members. Purchase tickets online or call (231) 995-1553.

NMC Talent Show, Monday, Mar. 15, 6 p.m., Dennos Museum Center, 
Milliken Auditorium. Free.

Mr"®*538

NMC Film Club Wafflepalooza, waffle and bake sale fundraiser, Wednes
day, Mar. 17, 8 a.m. - 1 p.m., Welcome Center, Health and Science Bldg.

Nrityagram Dance Ensemble from Southern India will transport view
ers on Saturday, Mar. 20 at 8 p.m. to enchanted worlds of magic and spiri
tuality with the sensuous flow of Odissi, the oldest of India’s classical dance 
forms. Dennos Museum Center, Milliken Auditorium; $25 advance, $28 
door, $22 members. Purchase tickets online or call (231) 995-1553.
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State Universtn

Public Viewing Night, Saturday, Mar. 20, 8-10 p.m., Rogers Observa
tory, Birmley Road. 995-2300.

Larry K. Snider will speak about India and his photography of Va
ranasi, Sunday, Mar. 21, 2 p.m. Dennos Museum Center. Regular mu
seum admission, free to members.

Ray Kamalay lecture/concert “World Slavery: Haitian Revolution and 
the Rise of American Music,” Tuesday, Mar. 23, noon, Dennos Museum 
Center, Milliken Auditorium. Free.

Kenyan Safari Acrobats, Tuesday, Mar. 23, 7 p.m., Dennos Museum 
Center, Milliken Auditorium. Free. 995-1043.

Author Marty Essen presents “Around the World in 90 Minutes,”
Wednesday, Mar. 24, 7 p.m., Dennos Museum Center, Milliken Audi
torium. Free. 995-1043.
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ART FOR SHOW The
Annual Regional Juried 
High School Art Exhib
it is currently on dis
play in the Okerstrom 
Fine Arts Bulding on 
the NMC campus. Area 
high school students 
competed in painting, 
drawing and printmak
ing, digital graphics, 
sculpture and ceram
ics, and photography. 
An awards ceremony 
will take place on Fri
day, March 12 at 6 p.m. 
in the building's audi
torium.

NMC student TJ 
Leutz, and instruc
tors Michael Torre, and 
Doug Domine (I to r) 
hang the show.

Classifieds
Wanted: a college student to paint a 
mural on a teenagers bedroom wall. 
Pay to be negotiated. Please contact 
231-228-2352 or 231-883-3507.

Read and 
Recycle!

Use NMCfs new
roc'jpcl© bins 

located 
throughout 

campus.

what am I going to do? what should I tell
him? how do I get medical care? can I

stay in school? . should I keep my baby? 
what about adoption?

Jill

Ur

a

We care... and we can help.

For free, confidential 
answers to your questions 
about being pregnant, call 
Child and Family Services
800.538.9984

Signup forfflert messaging!
- NUC Emergency info

I c

It s sa$U'
UliHUnfflCedU/sdfseruke

Child & Family Services
of Northwestern Michigan

Strengthening the Fabric of the Family Since 1937 *
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