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£— on campus

Early morning wake up call

IMADDY MESA
Press Staff Writer

Sunday morning, Feb. 21 at about 3:00 a.m., students of East Hall were awoken 
by the fire alarm and forced to exit the dorms in the cold and snow. What started off 
as a burnt burrito turned to smoke, which set off the residents smoke detector, which 
in turn engaged East Hall’s fire alarm.

Resident Assistants told all residents to evacuate the building and head out to their 
meeting place. 'There was some confusion during the evacuation, as residents were 
unclear about which door to use. Most students walked through the lobby, where they 
were told to meet at the clock tower. Others used the nearest emergency exit.

Once outside it only took about five minutes for everyone to be accounted for 
and the fire truck to show up. Students then gathered in West Hall to keep warm as 
firefighters checked all floors for any fires or damage. In all, students were out of the 
rooms for a total of ten minutes before the “all clear” was given.

Due to all the confusion during the alarm, RAs are now holding floor meetings to 
go over fire drill procedures and answer any questions residents may have.

fl/eujs uou can't use 9 d)ews you can't use9 (Deuusy&u can't use
BERLIN (AFP)—David Moeller of Germany, who won the silver in the Olympic 

luge, took an unexpected trip after the prize ceremony - to the dentist. He broke one 
of his front teeth biting into his silver medal.

“The photographers wanted us to bite into our medals at the presentation ceremo
ny. And a corner of my front tooth broke off,” explained Moeller. “[Ijt is annoying 
when you can’t smile as you normally do. And because I want to have nice pictures and 
happy memories of my Olympic Games, I went to the dentist to get it repaired.

Moeller’s teammate Felix Loch won gold in the men’s luge.
He escaped from his medal bit uninjured.
Source: Yahoo! News
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Respect is the name of the game
Tobacco-free expert speaks at NMC

■ MADDY MESA
■ Press Staff Writer

“We want one message: tobacco free,” said Ty i ’atterson at a February 22 meeting in 
East Hall to discuss NMC’s future tobacco-free policy.

Patterson is the director of the Center of Excellence for Tobacco-Free Campus Policy, 
an organization that has helped more than 250 colleges, medical centers, businesses and 
other organizations implement tobacco-free rules.

East Hall residents, Wellness Committee and Steering Committee members attended 
the meeting. NMC’s policy will go into effect this fall and be reinforced in January 2011.

Patterson came to answer questions and hear comments and concerns of the residents.
“This is not the end of the road,” he said, “merely the beginning.”
Many students showed up to the meeting to voice their opinion and ask questions. 

“How will the policy be enforced?” “Why don’t we just have designated smoking areas?” 
and “How will this effect residents of the dorms?” were just a few of the many queries.

“We need to redo the whole approach of how the institution enforces its policies,” 
said Patterson. “We’re looking to move toward self-enforcement from students and 
faculty. The whole thing is about respect. Be respectful, be respectful, be respectful.”

When asked why the school doesn’t design designated smoking areas, Patterson 
explained that it be contradictory. There were be two messages; one saying that you 
cannot spoke on campus at all and one stating that you can only smoke in an area fifteen 
feet from the door.

“What’s to stop people from smoking fourteen feet from the door? Or feel that they 
don’t want to walk all the way out to-the smoking area?” asked Patterson.

As far as how this policy will affect dorm residents, Patterson spoke of several colleges 
that had made an exception and accommodations to allow residents to smoke. The idea is 
to keep them safe and not put them in any dangerous situations. Colleges have designed 
a smoking area blocked off from the rest of the college, away from any doors and foot 
traffic for residents to smoke.

In all, the event was calm and respectful. Residents Dana Jones and Katie Scharlow 
thought the meeting was “very informational.”

“I think it’s great that they had come to talk to us about how we feel about what’s 
going on with the whole policy,” said RA Mike Diduch.

SIGNS OF LIFE

TAKE HEART We're halfway through the semester, and spring is on its 
way—we promise. PressPhoto/CALEB STRAIGHT
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Allen’s answers 
on Michigan’s future

■ BRENDON DODGE
Special to the Press

Jason Allen was re-elected to Michigan’s 37th 
State Senate District in November 2006, represent
ing Grand Traverse, Antrim, Charlevoix, Emmet, 
Cheboygan, Presque Isle, Chippewa and Macki
nac counties. Senator Allen is the chair of the Senate 
Commerce and Tourism Committee and the Senior 
Citizens and Veterans Affairs Committee. He serves 
as a member of the following committees: Economic 
Development & Regulatory Reform; Health Poli
cy; and Local, Urban and State Affairs. Allen is a 
member of the Legislative Council and serves as the 
Senate majority whip. Allen was first elected to the 
Michigan Senate in 2002.

WPP: Michigan’s population has declined 
from the loss of jobs. How are we working to 
keep college graduates here in Michigan?

JA: When I first took office, we were ap
proximately number nine in the union as far as 
per capita income; now we are number 31. In 
2000, a third of the cars assembled in America 
were union-made in Michigan and we sold ap
proximately 16 million units for every factory 
worker on the line according to the Universi
ty of Michigan. It supports between 10 and 14 
other workers in the state and that the typical 
auto worker assembly job supports $350,000 
worth of additional wealth per job and last year 
we were at near depression levels. Depression is 
9 million and we were at 9.5 million units and 
our market share had gone from 33% to 23% so 
that’s a million jobs that have been lost and so 
the issue is that we want to try to keep as many 
college graduates in the state but sadly when 
you are hemorrhaging that amount of money, 
it becomes very difficult from a priority level to 
fund everything that needs to be funded. I mean 
it’s been very; very sad, but we just don’t have

the money that we had a few years ago.
WPP: How are we creating the incentives to 

bring companies and businesses here to Michigan? 
JA: Probably the biggest thing we have been

able to put together has been battery technology. 
We know that the president has said that a certain 
percentage of production is going have to be in 
battery-driven technology. The tobacco tax money 
allowed us to be able to give tax credits out [...]. 
Six out of 10 battery plants built in the U.S. are 
being built in Michigan. The idea is that if you are 
developing the power train, you are much more 
likely to assemble a car. We know that if you are 
able to store the electricity you are in a much bet
ter position to be competitive on the rest of the 
system. Also, if you have the base production of 
the solar panels getting started in Michigan then 
you are much more likely to attract the next gen
eration of jobs. We have moved the earth, moon 
and sky to put another assembly shift on at Ford 
and they added 1000 jobs at the Wayne assembly 
plant. We were able to come up with the money 
for the General Motors tax credits for the Volt. 
When you figure that one out of every five tax dol
lars in the state of Michigan comes from ford GM 
and Chrysler and the supply chain, it has huge im
plications on the entire state. What we have been 
trying to do, in a nutshell, is create scientific jobs 
that have the ability to spin off additional jobs so 
that we can hire more college graduates.

"WPP: We have tremendous opportunities in 
Michigan to utilize its natural resources in har
nessing and providing low-cost sustainable en
ergy, heat and utilities for every family - solar, 
wind, geothermal. How can we make it finan
cially available for everyone right now?

JA: On energy, the question is, how do you 
balance that with the demands of industry now 
within northern Michigan?

For example, the Sara Lee pie plant is one of 
the largest users of electricity. One of the reasons 
they have been able to sustain being in Northern 
Michigan are the competitive rates ofTC Light 
and Power. Wffien I was growing up, they had a 
thousand employees and made approximately 27 
million cases of pies a year. Today, they have 650 
employees and make about three times that. This 
is a balancing act on the electrical costs they can 
buy light and electricity from traverse city light 
and power for around 3 to 4 cents a kilowatt 
hour. If you take it up to the current renewable 
energy rates at 7 cents a kilowatt hour, does that 
[make them] non-competitive with the rest of the 
world? East Jordan Iron Works is competing with 
India and China and at 3.5 cents a kilowatt-hour, 
they are one of the largest users of electricity in 
Charlevoix county with approximately 500 union 
jobs. If we take that rate up to 6 to 7 cents a kilo
watt-hour, does that knock them out of the box?

So, this is the issue: how do you balance re
newable energy portfolio standards and every 
household having access to that versus the abili
ty for us to compete on a worldwide basis? How

• See JASON ALLEN on page 13

Interview with 
Admiral John Tanner

Maritime Academy head to retire this June
IN0RMA JEAN MACNAUGHTON , Admiral John Tanner of

Press Staff Writer the Great Lakes Maritime Acad
emy will be retiring this June. 
Admiral Tanner has been a part

of the GLMA staff since 197J and became superintendent in 1995. Each year 
under the Admiral’s expert direction cadets have had 100% job placement. Ad
miral Tanner shared his personal outlook on the future of Michigan, the GLMA 
and his high hopes for the cadets.

WTP: How do you feel 
about what’s happening in 
Michigan?

JT: Well, obviously the 
economy in Michigan is the 
worst in the nation; it’s been 
that way for a number of years 
and this past year it’s even 
worse. Consequendy, the Great 
Lakes Maritime Academy ship
ping year was very, very bad 
last year, in fact the worst since 
1938. So that’s behind us. We 
can’t do anything about that.
We are very positive about the 
future. We are seeing some 
very good signs about the com
ing year. As far as placement 
of cadets, we expect that to be 
better the next couple of years 
because of our aging work
force. The years T1 and ‘12 look really good because we may have upwards of 
25 percent [retiring]. ... Having said that, were positive about the future.

WTP: Wffiat changes would you like to see under the next governor’s ad
ministration?

JT: Well it’s very easy to complain. They should do more, but what?
The first thing I would do, being a navigator, I would find out where I’m at 
- always go back to “Wffiere am I?” Once I’ve taken the inventory to find 
out where I’m at then we map out a course for the future. Call that strate
gic plan or whatever, we decide where we need to go, a timeline basis—one 
year, two years, five years, whatever. That way the course will be set. But 
you have to take inventory of where you are at, and by that I mean that 
obviously certain sectors of the state, as far as the state government, [are] 
shrinking or gone. We have to accept that. And certain aspects of the state 
government have to disappear.

WTP: As the Admiral for the Maritime Academy, do feel that academics 
in the State of Michigan need to change? On a college level?

JT: Yes, courses have to be recognized better from university to universi
ty and college to college. Too many times a student takes courses at Univer
sity X, and they just don’t apply, and that has to be fixed... We have to make 
the whole academic experience simpler for students statewide. .. .Colleges 
have to make sure that courses are relevant to the present and future.. .it 
may be time for certain things to have a sunset. Let’s move on.

I’ve found personally that our cadets here at Great Lakes Maritime Academy 
are getting better and better and brighter and brighter. I disagree with a lot of the 
studies that seem to say that the various test scores are going down. I think we 
don’t know how to interpret what youngsters know today, versus their pastimes. 
I’m more pleased with [students] today than maybe a generation ago. Were get
ting brighter, I’m convinced of that, regardless of what the studies show.

WTP: What do you think is going to happen for the future of Mari
time jobs?

JT: Were very positive about jobs on the Great Lakes, for the reason I

• See TANNER on page 13
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Alma Wheeler Smith 
wants to move Michigan forward

■ MATT TOMLINSON
■ Press Staff Writer

Alma Wheeler Smith, Democrat, serves in the Michigan 
State House ofRepresentatives from the 54th District. She is 
currently running for governor, and spoke to the White Pine 
Press about the future of Michigan in her eyes, and how her 
bidfor governor fits into that. Following are excerpts from 
that interview; you can read the full story at www.whitepine- 
press.org.

WPP: What does the future of the state look like real
istically in the next few years and in what ways does that 
differ from what the state is being pushed to become?

AWS: Right now we are expecting to continue slow 
growth in the state of Michigan. If we do nothing the sit
uation will not look very much different; the unemploy
ment rate can be expected to be high, if not the highest 
in the country, and the state will continue to make cuts. 
We won’t have the income tax being generated or the 
sales taxes being generated, so we need to make dramatic 
changes.

WPP: What would you tell someone who is think
ing about walking away from Michigan, whether they are 
a college student after graduation or a family looking for 
income?

AWS: If they don’t have a job they are heading for, I 
am going to tell them what the future of Michigan em
ployment will look like. I am going to be focusing on

our human capital development and developing tal
ent here in Michigan. .. .1 would tell them to get their 
education here in Michigan and we will have a job for 
them. I would also tell our small businesses that I am 
working to create a level playing field for them...and 
that we would focus revenue on the development of all 
the people in the state so that we can attract the kind of 
businesses that mean well and offer the state progressive 
choices.

WPP: Your education plan for Michigan residents is a 
very big proposal; please explain how this plan will work 
and how you plan to pay for it.

AWS: My proposal includes a graduated income tax for 
the state of Michigan that would require us going to the 
ballot. The tax plan that I put forward is a tax reduction 
[for] 65% of the income tax payers in the state; it would 
hold the income tax flat for another 20%. So 85% would 
see no change, or a reduction in their
taxes. Then we would increase taxes 
on the top-earning 15% of our tax
payers - that money would be used 
to fund the refundable tax cred
its... [A]s students go through, on a 
year-to-year basis they would get the 
tuition portion of the cost of their 
education reimbursed through that 
tax credit, so when they graduate... 
they don’t have a huge debt that 
forces them to make decisions to not go on for a higher 
degree, or a professional degree, because they’re already 
saddled with thirty to forty thousand dollars in debt.

WPP: How importaht is it that Michigan enact some 
kind of healthcare bill if the federal government fails to 
do so?

AWS: Michigan hasn’t really stepped up. I have al
ways advocated a single-payer healthcare system. I don’t 
really think in Michigan we will get single-payer health
care, but we can get universal healthcare. We can do it by 
expanding the model that we have with Medicaid, and 
by using a number of private insurance and nonprofit 
insurance companies to help us fund those health insur
ance plans. I don’t think we would get the same kind of 
cost saving that we would get with a single-payer sys
tem, but again that is something that I would have to 
get through a legislature. So I would certainly be looking 
and expecting to compromise on that kind of provision.

WPP: In the past you have been called the “anti-Gra- 
nholm.” Do you agree with that statement and in what 
ways do you think that you and your ideas differ from the 
Granholm administration?

AWS: (Laughs) Well, I know we agree on a number 
of areas. I think they call me the anti-Granholm because 
I am more aggressive. I know how the legislative process 
works, where you need to start in politics development in 
order to get to the bottom line. And I don’t compromise 
where you can’t accent compromise. .. .1 don’t care if Deo-

"I don't care if people like me 
- it's not my job as governor to 

be liked."

Alma Wheeler Smith

pie like me - it’s not my job as governor to be liked. It’s 
my job as governor to make the kind of decisions that will 
make Michigan move forward. .. .We are picking up our
selves by our own bootstraps and making progress in the 
state. Pushing the state for health care, public safety, and 
the education paths our young people will be afforded. I 
am a tougher - they call me the Witch from Salem, let’s 
face it - I am just a tougher individual. [Smith represents 
Salem Township. -—Ed.]

WPP: What would be your administration’s distinct plan 
for Northern Michigan?

AWS: I know from my tour of the state, from the last 
twelve years of going around Michigan, that Michigan 
folks have the same hopes and desires for their families 
and for themselves as people who live in more urban set
tings. You expect a good education that is going to pre
pare your young folks for any job... The healthcare issue is 

just as critical in Northern Michi
gan as it is in urban Michigan: 
just because you have a less dense 
population doesn’t mean that 
you aren’t facing seniors who 
are aging and people who have 
chronic diseases. Those dollars 
and those programs need to be 
available to you.

[We need] provisions for pub
lic transportation for Northern 

Michigan, I mean at some point, Grandma is going to 
have to give up her car. We need to make sure that she anc 
other users of public transit can get to a healthcare provid
er, the grocery store, some form of entertainment.

We need.. .to make sure that we’re distributing our 
business and our economic development scholars through 
out the state of Michigan. Not just focusing on.. .the 
places where historically we locate business, but [taking] 
advantage of the great things that Northern and Upper 
Michigan have to offer...

We also need to build our tourism industry; it can be 
far more productive than it is now. I don’t know why we 
aren’t trying to locate a film studio in Northern Michigan 
or the Upper Peninsula. We have great potential, I know 
it’s cold and for a few months out of the year we get lots 
of snow. But.. .the rest of the year people can do any and 
everything that they can do in Southern Michigan.

We need to build economic opportunities in Northern 
Michigan and the Upper Peninsula. The U.P. doesn’t need 
to be totally reliant on the prison system and the popula
tion of prisoners that we send up there, but continually 
that is the only business that we try to develop up there.

Northern Michigan is amazing - we are very resource 
heavy. We have water, we are water wealthy. And water is 
the new oil.

Read more at www.whitepinepress.org.
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Press Photo/KELLY DOBEK

FIERCE FISH FORUM Michigan Attorney 
General Mike Cox speaks at an Asian carp 
forum held at the Great Lakes Campus on 
Feb. 17. Cox is the Republican frontrunner 
for the governor's election in November.

Is Mike Cox in Michigan’s future?
■
 KELLY DGBEK

Press Staff Writer

On Feb. 17, Michigan Attorney General Mike Cox 
spoke with U.S. Representative Dave Camp on the invasion 
of Asian carp. The forum was held at NMC’s Great Lakes 
Campus. Cox has been very active in the fight against the in
vasive species.

“We Michigan folks have a great conservation,” said 
Cox. “We have used our natural resources in a wise way, 
by and large ... and our economy has been built off this. 
The Asian carp poses a great threat to this. It certainly

From the news
"Governors can sign bills into law, but they cannot write them. That is the legislature's job."

Mike Cox, Michigan Attorney General, knocking Governor Jennifer Granholm's directive to 
the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality to consider renewable energy sources in 
lieu of coal plants.

"[That's like] operating a county jail where you lock up the inmates four days a week and the 
other three have them operate on the honor system."

Rejecting a federal plan to open Illinois shipping locks only a few days a week to prevent 
the spread of Asian carp.

"If our college campuses are truly going to be diverse institutions they must recognize the rights of 
diverse student groups, including faith-based groups, to set their own membership standards."

From a press release on a case that involves the question of whether student organizations at a 
publicly funded university can set their own standards for membership or whether the university 
can force them—based upon the school's anti-discrimination policies—to include those who 
disagree with the founding goals of the organization.

means a great threat to our ecology and economic system.” 
The main part of his action against the carp is working

toward getting Congress to close the Chicago locks that 
are the fishes’ main point of entry into the Great Lakes.
If the Asian carp makes it into Lake Michigan, the states 
large fishing industry could be seriously threatened.

“You know here that the Great Lakes fishing and tour
ism is an essential part of the area. .. .The economy de
pends on the health of the Great Lakes.”

As Michigan enters election season, AG Cox is cur
rently the Republican frontrunner in the primaries for 
the gubernatorial race. After the meeting, the White 
Pine Press had the opportunity to ask a few questions 

about his ideas for the 
future of the state.

WPP: The rising 
cost of college is getting 
hard for students to 
pay. What do you plan 
to do about education?

MC: Well, we are 
the only state in the 
country that spent less 
on college and universi
ties than we have in the 
last ten years, and given 
our great college and 
universities in our state, 
we are letting some of 
the gems and some of 
the key components in 
our state go to waste.

We need to reduce the overall state budget and we need to 
increase funds in education if we are ever going to move 
out of the bottom of unemployment.

WPP: What do you see is the future of Michigan?
MC: The future of Michigan is: if we lower the cost of 

government and lower tax rate we will ... get obstacles out 
of the way. The future of Michigan will take advantage [of 
the fact] that we are on an international border. ... I see 
the future as very diversified and very dynamic.

WPP: What would you say is the next area of jobs? We 
have been through the automotive for so long - what do 
you think is the future in that?

MC: We are always going to keep some manufactur
ing, some life sciences, some bio-tech; [we have] natural 
strengths in that. Plus tourism and agriculture is strong 
and will remain strong. I think over time, as we get a 
strong, educated workforce, the skies will be the limit in 
terms of what we can do here. Don’t forget, we are one of 
the few states that sit on an international border. Very few 
states have a Michigan State University and the University 
of Michigan that are some of the great colleges and great 
assets - we just haven’t been using them.

WPP: One more questions. What would you say 
would be your key goal if you were elected governor?

MC: Well the very first thing I would do is I would put 
in my plan that is all on mikecox2010.com. It’s focus [is] 
on making Michigan more innovative and includes de
creasing over-regulations. That means decreasing the tax 
burden on business - the private sector, where the most 
jobs are created for Michigan.

*
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Ode to the 
undecided voter

In Michigan’s political world, the candidates have been voicing 
contradictory views on everything from health care to taxes. Rhetoric 
is in order for your typical, pick-a-side, lesser-of-two evils candidacy. 
There are many who have already chosen their side, those of you who 
have always backed universal healthcare or tax cuts.

The “partisan gridlock” voters 
criticize Lansing for having is in 
part a result of the partisanship 
held by the voter him or herself.
It seems that the electorate is 
perpetually in either/or mode, 
unwilling—or unable, even—to 
budge from their narrow strip of 
the political spectrum.

Then there are those in the 
middle, those who need to be swayed to one side or the other, those 
who need to be convinced. Undecided voters understand and look 
past the partisan shenanigans and vote based on information 

Undecided voters are prone to asking questions such as:
Is what they spout on the campaign trail really what will happen 

once they are faced with the red tape of legislation?
Are any of their platform ideas truly innovative?
Have any of them taken action that has truly impacted the state 

in a positive way?
Would I vote for this candidate if I knew he or she would 

compromise on one of my key topics?
A partisan voter does not ask these questions of their representative. 

Presumably, the only question in their mind looks something like: “Is 
he or she Republican or Democratic enough for me?”

The undecided voter responds poorly to political buzzwords. 
Catch phrases and hype are dismissed, and a deeper insight is sought 
after. This quality turns the undecided voter into a powerful tool 
of unpredictability. If candidates want the votes of the undecided, 
they have to compromise. The candidate must learn what each 
voter wants or needs and keep it in consideration—each vote needs 
convincing to obtain. Votes that say, “We remember the other duty 
of every American;” that is, the duty to be informed.

If we are going to turn Michigan’s economic shortcomings back 
into something as fruitful as the glory days of our booming auto 
industry, we need more ideas - informed ideas about how we will 
breathe new life into our urban areas, ideas about how to encourage 
attractive tourist opportunities, ideas on how to promote renewable 
energy across our state and ideas to shape our education program.

It can be difficult, in todays world of partisan media 
conglomerates and often frustrating online resources, to develop an 
educated opinion. Views differ greatly depending on which news 
channel you watch, which blog you follow, even down to what 
Facebook group you are in. Jargon can be hard to identify and the 
truth is blurred.

We encourage all voters on the fence to stay there. Don’t make 
your mind up about whom to vote for until you know what they 
can accomplish. Remember that being informed is more than 
cheerleading for the current frontrunner of a major party. Take your 
own views in to consideration—the things most important to you 
and the information you have gathered.

The more we decide to vote for ourselves, the sooner our 
government will truly represent us as a whole. By being an 
undecided voter, we ensure the extremes from both Republican and 
Democratic parties find mutual understanding on each major issue. 
Sometimes this understanding comes slowly. But in the event of 
rapid and needed change, it is the undecided voter who will turn the 
tide of political battle.

JACOB BAILEY
Managing Editor

THE ISSUE:
How soon is too soon to know 

for whom you're voting?
OUR VIEW:

Don’t choose sides too quickly

Note From the Editors
What will the future of Michigan be?

In this issue, we continue the theme we took up 
in our February 12 issue, trying to look into the 
future of Michigan through the eyes of powerful 
people in our area: Tim Nelson; Michael Moore; 
Joe VanderMeulen, director of
the Land Information Access Sys
tem; local business owners Amy 
Reynolds and Dave Denison. They 
shared their unique insight on 
where Michigan finds itself—and 
where we are heading. (Those in
terviews can be found on our web
site, www.whitepinepress.org.)

Now we turn to a group of 
people who will actually be steer
ing Michigan in the months and <§
years to come: Alma Wheel
er Smith (D) on page four and 
Mike Cox (R) on page 5, both 
of whom have announced their 
gubernatorial candidacy. We also 
spoke to Rear Admiral John Tanner, superin
tendent of the Maritime Academy, which has a 
near-miraculous 100% job placement rate for its

graduates. State Senator Jason Allen was also kind 
enough to grant us some of his time and opinions, 
both can be found on page three.

2010 is an election year, which means you’ll 
be hearing even more about the 
“hot button” Michigan issues than 
usual. We hope you take the time, 
as discussed in the ediorial at left, 
to sift through the jargon and 
make careful, balanced decisions 
about how you use your vote this 
year.

What do you want to say to the 
people running for office this year? 
Check out Campus Quotes on 
page nine for some thoughts from 
around campus.
We not only accept but encour
age all our readers to send ques
tions, ideas, or general feedback 

about the direction of our state or 
our newspaper. All information needed to do so 
can be found below.

A,

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts let
ters to the editor from members of the col
lege and community. Letters should be less 
than 400 words, typewritten, and signed 
with your name, address and phone number. 
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, 
spelling and length. Opinions expressed are 
not necessarily those of The White Pine 
Press staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686
BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 
BY FAX: (231)995-2110

*»
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A future for passenger rail in Michigan
I BEN ANDERSON

Press Staff Writer

Imagine boarding a passenger train at the station on 
Woodmere St. in Traverse City. The locomotive is aero
dynamic and thrumming with power. The cars are tube
shaped, with expansive windows. The seats are larger and 
more comfortable than flying coach. There’s a lounge and 
a bar where you can have a snack or a glass of wine. The 
train begins to move, very slowly and majestically at first 
as you pull out of town, but within a few minutes, you’re 
moving at over 100 mph.

You’re headed for Ann Arbor and will be there in less 
than two hours. The train moves over the landscape like 
a grey ghost-streak, barely wobbling in its transit while 
coursing over smooth, continuously welded rail sup
ported by concrete ties. There is no tiring four and a 
half hour drive. In fact, by the time you get there, you 
may be energized and inspired by this train journey and 
by the thrill of effortless motion.

This possibility may be decades away, but it will be
come more feasible if Ann Arbor to Traverse City non
stop passenger service can become a reality in the next 
several years. A “medium-speed” passenger train that links 
these two economies would plant the seeds for a bright, 
new future of rail transportation in Michigan.

I worked in the railroad industry in this state for about 
five years as a qualified locomotive engineer and conduc
tor. A few years ago, I remember hearing about Great 
Lakes Central Railroad’s proposed passenger train service 
between Traverse City and Ann Arbor. Though a high
speed passenger link between Traverse City/Petoskey and 
Ann Arbor/Detroit isn’t realistic at this point, a slower 
and more affordable passenger train between both ends of 
the state would strengthen our economy and be a starting 
point we can all benefit from.

At some point, we’re going to have to take some edu
cated chances to fix our economy. The great bulk of the $8 
billion in federal stimulus funding for high-speed rail im
provements has gone straight to big states like Florida and 
California. Michigan gets only $40 million.

Much of the existing track in Michigan is in bad 
shape. It would cost millions to upgrade the lengths of 
track that span the state on a few different routes. But 
doing this would create new jobs from one end of the 
state to another. Building and maintaining new passen
ger rail would stimulate several facets of and locations 
within the Michigan economy.

A high-speed line from Detroit to Chicago is another 
good idea. Our $40 million of the $8 billion is going towards 
this line and will be spent on station improvements. Amtrak’s 
top speed along this route is 79 mph, regulated by the Federal 
Railroad Administration. 'Ihe FRA may increase the limit to 
110 mph if-funds are secured to improve the track and cross
ings.

As Americans, we are a very mobile population. We 
love to cover distance with grand power and style. This 
is one of our strengths, but it is also a weakness. Ending 
our dependence on foreign oil must be made more ex
citing than simply driving tiny new cars with improved 
mileage. We can do this with faster running, more ef
ficient passenger trains. This is a relatively earth-friend
ly means of transporting large numbers of people long 
distances.

Airplanes are fine, an airplane can get you from point 
A to B very quickly, but airports are often situated at quite

IN THE STATION TOO LONG What will it take to get the trains of Michigan running?

a distance outside of your final destination. By the time 
you’ve waited on a runway to take off for an hour, it’s not 
hard to imagine that a fast train can be as quick as a plane. 
Trains usually run from one downtown to another down
town on established lines. This is good in the long run.
It supports urban smart-growth rather than sprawl. The 
more we allow sprawl, the more everyone is forced to con
stantly drive.

We need to aggressively explore the many ways that 
we can free ourselves from our dependence on foreign oil 
— and make it fun. Linking the economies of northern 
Michigan and Detroit by a quick train ride would help 
blend the economies of northern and southern Michi
gan. Large populations of city-weary folks could ride up to 
Traverse more willingly and frequently without having to 
drive. On the other hand, Traverse City area people grow
ing tired of the long and quiet winter could ride down 
to Detroit or Ann Arbor for a show, a game and a little 
more excitement without having to slug through a five 
hour one-way drive. From experience, I know that a train 
generally runs and rides with the same level of safety and 
speed in winter as it does in summer.

TRAIN TRACKS could take us where we need to be.

There is a railroad summit Feb. 23-24 in Chicago on 
the topic of how states, compa'nies and railroads should 
spend, design and implement this high-speed rail fund
ing. Again, Michigan is only getting $40 million of 
the $8 billion for passenger rail improvements between 
Detroit and Chicago. But hopefully our MDOT lead
ers and whoever else cares about the future of Michigan 
can bring something of value back from this meeting. If 
huge federal funding isn’t coming to our state this time 
around, we can at least gain some insight and ideas for 
next time.

Faster passenger trains are one way forward for this 
country and our state; a way to create new jobs, by blend
ing and stimulating the economies of different areas and 
just for the sheer enjoyment of a train ride. With the right 
planning, we would soon have the money to stop tor
menting our busy, transportation-challenged citizens with 
things like Driver’s Responsibility fees. Instead we could 
better our lives by building beautiful, efficient trains and 
live in a fashion that is more civilized, earth-friendly and 
exciting in our great, but embattled state.
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SOLUID BYTES Three cheers for USA curling
"Let's say it will really be about bringing to life the 
client's worst fear, the thing that's lurking in the back of 
his mind and he's never dared talk about." GEORGES CEXUS, 
founder of a French company, "Ultimate Reality," that sells a basic kidnap 
package where clients are bundled away, bound and gagged, and kept 
incarcerated for four hours. Reuters.com, 2/24/10.

"Hummer should rest in pieces." DANIEL BECKER, director of 
the Safe Climate Campaign at the Center for Auto Safety in Washington,
D. C. This week General Motors decided to shut down the brand after a 
sale to a Chinese firm fell through. NY Times, 2/24/10.

"Make no mistake about it. Every single Republican I 
have ever met in my entire life is a wholly-owned sub
sidiary of the insurance industry." REP. ANTHONY WEINER (D- 
N.Y.) on the House floor this week. The House was debating a bill to repeal 
the insurance industry's exemption from antitrust laws, which passed 
overwhelmingly. Huffington Post, 2/24/10.

"I kept wanting to say, 'Stop it, just stop it.' I'm very 
stoic in a way, very disciplined, and I think, when the 
ski jumpers, when they win, they don't start to cry. Let's 
put it this way: I don't like figure skaters to cry." FRANK 
CARROLL, figure skating coach of the Olympic gold medalist Evan Lysacek. 
NY Times, 2/22/10.

"I pray for healing. When you've got nothing, you've got 
to go with what you know." JEAN EISEN, who has gone without 
her prescription medications since she lost her job more than two years 
ago. NY Times, 2/21/10.

"I noticed that he was working a bolt-action rifle...and real
ized that I had time to get him before he could chamber 
another round." Deer Creek Middle School teacher DAVID BENKE, who 
tackled a shooter targeting students at his Denver, CO school. CNN, 2/24/10.

"[Violence not only is the answer, it is the only answer. 
The cruel joke is that the really big chunks of s-t at the 
top have known this all along and have been laughing 
at, and using this awareness against, fools like me all 
along... Well, Mr. Big Brother IRS man, let's try some
thing different; take my pound of flesh and sleep well." 
From the "manifesto" of JOSEPH STACKS, who flew a plane into an 
Austin, TX building that held IRS offices. Businesslnsider.com, 2/18/10.

Press lllustration/RICHARD GAVITT

IMADDY MESA
Press Staff Writer
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Curling. Not a whole lot of people know about this Olympic sport. Heck, I don’t even know a lot 
about this sport. Let’s see, I do know there is a giant stone the one player throws down the ice (or “sheet”) 
while two other players sweep brooms in front of the stone to melt the ice and keep the stone moving. 
Then I guess the team’s stone that is most in the center wins? Right. Now for some actual facts.

Curling started in Scotland around the fifteenth century and was played mostly outdoors on frozen 
ponds or lakes. In the twentieth century, curling was moved to indoor arenas and was demonstrated in 
the Olympics four times before being admitted as a full medal sport in 1998. In curling there are teams of 
four players, called lead, second, vice and skip. These titles determine the order in which players will throw 
a 42-pound chunk of granite (all stones coming from Scotland, of course). It also decides who will sweep 
for whom and which player will watch for the “curl” of the stone. The curl is very important. The skip 
watches where the stone travels, or curls, and shouts to the sweepers if they need to melt the ice and keep 
the stone running straighten

Sounds exciting, I know. So it’s probably no surprise that for the 2010 Vancouver Olympics curling was 
recently describe as “chess on ice.” I can totally see that, with the strategies the players use and the thought 
process. The right moves or throws in this case can determine what stone will act as a guard, take out an 
opponent’s stone, or come to rest inside the “house” (the painted bulls-eye on the ice). And curling is often 
said to be a game of etiquette. Teams always end the game with a hand shake and the expression “good 
curling.” Points are given when players from both teams settle on which stone is closest to the “tee” or cen
ter. It’s kind of sweet.

But curling is so much more exciting than it sounds! I mean it. The physical ability and thought pro
cesses to throw a simple stone are intense. Some of these players train for years and in all kinds of condi
tions.

Just look at the women’s Canadian Curling team for example. They’re probably the first team to have 
not five members, but six. And one of them is not even born yet. That’s right - I’m talking about Canadi
an curler Kristie Moore who is five-and-a-half months pregnant. Even though the pregnancy doesn’t affect 
her game, Moore will most likely not see any Olympic action as she was brought on as an alternate. But 
that doesn’t stop this soon-to-be mother from training on ice.

And when the any of the teams play, whoa, watch out. The arena is filled with shouting as the skip, 
the player at the “house” end of the sheet, shouts terms and directions to his fellow players sweeping in 
front of the stone. Wild! It would be like screaming “it’s in the hole!” at a golfing match or “strike” in 
bowling. Seriously, you start watching a game and the next thing you know you’ll be up and shouting 
with the players, cheering as the stone glides closer to the tee, and roaring as a great play is made ad
vancing your team ahead.

Unfortunately for us, the U.S. men’s team lost 6 to 5 against Norway in the eleventh end (an end 
is similar to an inning) on Feb. 16. And the women’s team could use a little more support from their 
country. Even though they lost their first two games against Japan and Germany, the U.S. women’s team 
is still hopeful as they have six more games to compete in. And winning against Russia 6 to 4 has cer
tainly boosted spirits.

So cheer, shout, and curl those stones, people! It’s so much fun to watch, and everywhere I go I find 
more and more fans of curling. They talk about the game they saw last night or ones that are coming up. I 
think it’s great that a sport with such history and such intimacy can make it to the Olympics and cultivate 
such avid fans. Just remember; “USA! USA!”

%
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What do you want to tell the people 
running for office in Michigan this year?
"Why don't you focus on 
lowering taxes so it can 
create jobs?"

BEN CARTHCART, 36
Political Science

FRANCIS HARTSUFF, 23
Business

"Will you be funding more 
money into the school 
system?"

ERIN FONVILLE, 20

"What will you do to help 
our economical status?"

"Are you going to promise 
to keep your promises?"

KAYLA HILDEN, 19
Psychology

"How can you fix the 
unemployment problem?"

CHELSEA RICHARDSON, 20
Education

"Rick Snyder, what is so 
great about the ten point 
guide of principles to 
reinventing Michigan?"

SHAUNA QUICK, 19
English Literature

"How can we college 
students contribute?"

JEREMY MEAGHER, 19
Political Science

"Besides their education, 
what makes them qualified 
for the position?"

JORDAN JONES, 19
Liberal Arts

"What would be the 
future steps to reverse the 
recession?"

KELLESY STANLEY, 19
Political Science

"What do you propose 
doing about global 
warming?"

PETE DANLY, 58
Sodexo Employee

"What are you going to 
do to help the poor and 
homeless?"

LEE CLARK, 38
Social Work

"Are you going to diversify 
Michigan's economy so it’s not 
based on auto manufacturing?"

MACK JONES, 18
General Studies

"How will students be able 
to afford college—now and 
in the future?"

NICOLE SHARP, 20
Accounting

"How long will it take 
before Michigan is on track 
economically?"

TIMOTHY KILL, 19
Law Enforcement

"What can you do to help 
college students with tuition 
fees?"

SUSAN GROSS, 37
Office Manager

*
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Pun Times Would you like that with horse radish?
Traumatizing! I was halfway through 
my pasta before I realized that I was

also eating horse meat!

03-c;

-C3

S

00
O

XK
C

D
 b

y 
R

an
da

ll 
M

u,

fT WAS COOL SEEINGTHE 
EFEOSSOOaWCSO

WOTOWWwfls 
INANmWPSWf

j get RufFWW wwGmouoee 
WHETHER Acre CREAMS WfNG 
ANY EFFECT IWTHESPRiroFA 
OWQUED W, I USED ONE ON 
3&r HALF MY RC£ R5R A FEW W6B&

OKAY, WWT< 
saloxagdiw 

kMUEM 

tos gdtacon!

owe call rr 
HEADS, She 
GETS THE-

Ferris @ NMC
Did you know you can earn your bachelor’s degree right here on the 
NMC campus? Ferris partners with your local community college to 
provide a quality education at an affordable price. Our 2+2 and 3+1 
programs are set up so that you take two or three years of NMC 
courses and one or two years of Ferris courses. The overall cost of 
your degree is low because you pay the community college tuition 
rate and Ferris’ public university tuition rate. Financial aid is also 
available for both the Ferris and community college classes.

Visit our local office to find out more. 
Learn locally and save.

Z\ Ferris State 
University
TRAVERSE CITY

Im^ine- More-
2200 Dendrinos Dr., Suite 100, Traverse City, Ml 49684 
Phone: (231) 995-1734 or (866) 857-1954 
FerrisNorth@ferris.edu www.ferris.edu/offcampus
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gives it up at TC Writers Series
■ JACKI ERICKSON

Press Staff Writer

Amy Alkon, a.k.a. “The Advice Goddess,” sees rude 
people everywhere — she’s not going to take it any more, 
and she doesn’t think you should either.

Alkon opened the Traverse City National Writers Series 
with a reading from her book I See Rude People: One wom
ans battle to beat some manners into impolite society. Tak
ing her manner mongering to the streets, Alkon described 
several situations where she reprimanded public cell phone 
users for their obnoxious conversations.

“Yes Barry it’s me,” Alkon roared, “a total stranger call
ing you on your cell phone. No you don’t know me, but I 
know lots of things about you Barry, yes I know lots and 
lots of personal details down to your name and phone 
number which you shouted into your phone at Starbucks, 
not caring the least whether the rest of us wanted to hear 
all about you or not.”

Alkon isn’t just irritated by these oblivious folks, she’s 
demanding retribution - and she’s getting it. Not only 
have total strangers offered up cash for “steal
ing” Amy’s time, companies
have also paid for her in
trusions with money and 
gift certificates.

Alkon credits a lack of 
values as a primary reason 
for rude behavior. She be
lieves that many people lack 
fundamental values that nor
mally guide them in their in
teractions with others. Alkon 
takes it upon herself to cor
rect this in often creative ways.
One tactic, which she calls
“small town shaming,” involves 
snapping pictures of people be
having rudely, like flipping the 
finger, then posting the photos on 
the Internet. Her hope is that the 
fear of being caught and outed to 
others will deter people from act
ing badly.

The Advice Goddess also recruits 
friends and family in her battle to 
whip the bad-mannered into shape.
For instance, when her car was stolen, 
her friend Marlon Brando, who she met 
in an AOL chat room, called the thief 
directly at 3 a.m. (as the Godfather!) to 
scare some sense into the criminal.

Alkon, visibly excited to dole out 
some advice to the uber-polite Traverse 
City residents, goaded the audience to
ask some questions about love; unfortu
nately, none came. However, several at
tendees sought advice on social etiquette.
One woman received praise from Alkon for 
using a laser pointer to deter cell phone users

at the movie theatre. One thing is sure, when it comes to 
counseling the behavior of others, Alkon embraces alter
native strategies.

Alkon advises aspiring writers to try blogging to get 
their work into the world and to hone their craft. In fact, 
a large portion of her book came directly from her online 
blog. Additionally, she attributes her personal success in 
writing first person narration to ‘giving it up.’ Alkon’s ‘giv
ing it up’ describes her full disclosure of all the humiliat
ing things that she has experienced. Amy is not afraid to 
tell her audience that she started giving advice on a street 
corner in New York and she readily admits to stealing toi
let paper while broke. She also writes about her doormat 
phase during her early twenties when she
was especially insecure; so naive, in fact, 
she failed to realize the implications 
when a man that she

was dating burned her copy of Honoring the Self.
For Alkon, the best line of attack when dealing with 

rudeness, personal crisis or even a blank page is total hon
esty. Can that honesty come off a bit harsh and even of
fensive? Absolutely, but when the weight of the world’s 
bad behavior is on your shoulders a little boldness may be 
in order.

The Traverse City National Writers Series was founded by 
bestselling author Doug Stanton in 2009. The series brings 
new authors each month to Traverse City for an “up close and 
personal” discussion about literature, the writing craft and the 
author. Their next event includes memoirist Rhoda Janzen 
who will appear at the Traverse City Opera House on Mar. 5.

CHEAPBOOKS.COM
textbooks: bought and sold, new and used, online buybacks

cheapbooks.com
or call

(260) 399-611 I

, espanol urdu/hindi/punjabi
(212) 380-1763 (713) 429-4981

see site for other support lines

DU students: Shontea, Matt, Elona, Donna, Alyssa and Mike.

TRANSFERRING CAN BE EASY.
Take the next steps toward earning a bachelor’s degree.

• Transfer scholarships up to $4,000 annually.

• Transfer plans allow for easy transitions.

• Small class sizes averaging 15 students.

• Campus in Traverse City and online.

To create a personal transfer plan with an admissions 
representative, please call 1-800-686-1600. Sign up for a 
personal transfer web page at www.davenport.edu/vip.
Or visit www.davenport.edu/transfer for more information.

BUSINESS | TECHNOLOGY I HEALTH
www.davenport edu 1-800-686-1600

Davenport 
UN IVERSITY

TRAVERSE CITY 2200 Dendrinos Drive, Suite 104
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Inaugural Comedy Festival shows promise
■ WILL MCCONNELL

Press Staff Writer

Waiting in line for three hours on a Friday night wasn’t what 
I had in mind for Traverse City’s first comedy festival.

In retrospect, it was the best thing I’ve waited for this year. 
Late Night Combo Platter, the last event on the first night 

of the festival, hosted by comedian and festival co-organizer Jeff 
Garlin, was free to the first 100 people in line, with doors open
ing at midnight in the lower level of Horizon Books.

Joining Garlin on stage were comedians Mike Birbiglia and
Dave Pasquesi, billed as special guests at the free show, who helped 
keep the crowd in an uproar until wrapping up around 1:30 a.m.

The eclectic material ranged from crowd-inspired improv 
to reminiscences about high-school teachers - and even delib-

in it, and in retrospect, I’m like 
‘Hey.. .that was probably a

L good idea.’”
HL “That you hated it?” 
HL I responded, still star- 

struck just from sit- 
^^H ting in the third row. 

“No,” said

erations on how easy it would be to steal from Horizon Books. 
All three comedians performed flawlessly; there were no hic-

cups in rhythm or awkward pauses to be found in the hour- 
and-a-half-long set.

Before finishing the show, Garlin and Birbiglia both ex
pressed their high regards for Traverse City and Northern Michi
gan and shed an optimistic light on the possibility of another 
festival next year.

When the audience started to leave, I was able to catch up 
with Mike Birbiglia.

Holding a voice-recorder with a shaking hand, with steady 
interruptions by congratulatory crowd-members, I asked Birbig
lia, who attended Georgetown, what he thought of college.

“I hated college the time that I was

Birbiglia with a laugh, “Going - I only went so that I wouldn’t 
be disowned by my family.”

After that, I eased up a bit; I was even able to ask him who 
his favorite authors were - something you won’t find on his 
Wikipedia page. He admitted to enjoying the Bronte sisters 
when he was younger. Lately he’s been into nonfiction

I thanked Mike before he wandered off to untangle himself 
from the mob that had slowly gathered as we talked. Turning 
around, I was instantly face-to-face with Dave Pasquesi - veteran 
improv performer in Chicago. And not being particularly well- 
read about Mr. Pasquesi’s fame, I asked him about his role on a 
show he had never been on: SCTV (Second City Television) in
stead ofThe Second City, a theatre group.

He slowly responded, “No...” with a crestfallen look, and I 
quickly apologized and moved on to the next question - but I 
wouldn’t forget that gaffe for the rest of the weekend.

I asked Dave how long he’d been involved in comedy, and 
how he got started.

“I’ve been involved in comedy since 1981.1 ended up going 
to a theatre improve workshop with my older brother,” says 
Dave. “I was in college, he was in law school, and he went just 
to get practice being in front of people so he could do better in 
court - so I tagged along, and I ended up just really digging it.”

After the event had ended, Jeff Garlin stuck around Horizon 
Books to sign copies of his new book, My Footprint: Carrying 
the Weight of the World, which is exclusively available in Tra
verse City a week before the initial release.

Both Dave and Mike performed February 20, the festival’s 
most eventful day, along with comedians JB Smoove, Mike 
Toomey, TJ Jagodowski, and Whitney Cummings. Michael 
Moore, festival co-organizer, could be found in front of the State 
Theatre, talking to anyone who would listen, and Roseanne Barr 
headlined the festival with a half-hour set.

Winding down on Sunday, the festival concluded with a few 
performances at the State Theatre and the showing of a couple films.

Subhead
Before attending the Late Night Combo Platter event, I had a 

chance encounter with John Waters - heralded as the “godfather 
of independent filmmaking” according to the festival itinerary 
- and was able to sit down and get a few questions in.

’’What do you think about Northern Michigan?” I asked, 
after commenting on the fact that the only movie I’d seen him in 
was Jackass (probably not a good idea).

“To me, I always love extreme communities that are remote 
and isolated,” Waters said, “and in some ways this is... I feel like 
I’m in the West! I feel like I’m in Colorado or something. It’s 
obviously a thriving community, Michael Moore is here, what a 
great thing, and that theatre is so beautiful - it looks great!”

Even after only being in Traverse City for half a day, Waters 
was enthusiastic about the community - and when asked about 
his one-man show, he told me exacdy what it consisted of:

“Well, it’s a spoken word act - it’s completely unrehearsed, 
constantly updated, and I have a lot of new material to try out 
here. It’s a constantly changing monologue about being obsessed 
with life [and] the thematical joy of extreme behavior.”

Waters is also releasing a book on June 1 titled Role Models, 
based on his influences and inspirations.

And Waters, like the rest of the comedians I spoke with, was 
just as gracious, down-to-earth, and friendly as they come. If 
there isn’t another Traverse City Comedy Arts Festival next year, 
I’m going to be very disappointed - because it’s the only thing 
that made this winter worthwhile.

%
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JASON ALLEN continued

ity for us to compete on a worldwide 
basis? How do we keep our state competi
tive for high utilization of electricity while 
still move forward on the some set of stan
dards on renewable energy?

We have worked very diligently to 
put us in the [batter’s] box. The half-billion 
dollars worth of tax credits that we gave to 
Hemlock Semiconductor and Dow Corn
ing means that the goop that goes into 
solar panels is going to be made in Michi
gan, and a third of the world’s semicon
ductor chips get started at Hemlock. Solar 
panels have primarily been shipped to 
China for production; we are slowly bring
ing those jobs back. Part of it is the ability 
for us to have the incentives. The issue gets 
back to is we have this technology and we 
certainly want to go into the green indus
tries, but how do you keep ourselves those 
jobs competitive with China?

Then there is the wind side. We have 
seen very good growth on wind, but the 
challenge is the whole issue of consistency 
on siting. This is heating up in the Luding
ton area... everybody wants to say, “Yes, 
we’ll put in wind generators, but not in my 
backyard.” We have to come up with a ra
tional process to put those in place. If the 
electrical costs went to 6-7 cents a kilowatt- 
hour at NMC because it’s all renewable, 
how much would that drive up tuition? We 
have to do this in a way that we are winners.

WPP: T. Boone Pickens is on a mission 
to bring natural gas to the forefront for ve
hicle fuel. What do you think we need to 
do to make this a reality in Michigan?

JA: The studies we have seen is that 
compressed natural gas makes a lot of 
sense, but if you compare that to what you 
can store in batteries or gasoline... the big

challenge of this program is the ability to 
store enough energy to make it economi
cal. It’s pretty clear that the Obama ad
ministration wants to go down the path of 
batteries and the tax credits that are being 
handed out for alternative fuel vehicles; we 
have to come up with another set of poli
cies on natural gas.

WPP: How beneficial would a light rail 
system from down- 
state to Traverse City 
be in terms of jobs 
and additional tour
ism dollars?

JA: Representa
tive Schmidt and I 
have set up a bipar
tisan rail caucus.
We are working on 
legislation for tran
sit. We know that 
as energy prices con
tinue to escalate and part of the reason 
why energy prices are going to escalate is I 
think the U.S. uses approximately 30 bar
rels of oil per person, whereas China has 
gone from one barrel to two and probably 
is going to go to three and those are ap
proximate numbers. We know that energy 
costs are going to go up with the aging of 
the population. With the cost of energy 
we have to have alternative transporta
tion put in. One of the big problems has 
been the tearing up of tracks done under 
the Blanchard administration that elimi
nated the corridor between Cadillac and 
Grand Rapids. That puts us at a real dis
advantage to try and get tourism dollars 
up from Chicago.

WPP: How are we going to protect 
our precious waterways from not only the

"On energy, the question is, 
how do you balance that with 
the demands of industry now 
within northern Michigan"

Jason Allen

Asian carp, but any other invasive species 
being chauffered on/in cargo ships coming 
into the Great Lakes endangering the fish
eries industry?

JA: We have worked veiy hard on this. 
This goes back six years when we started our 
whole waterways program under republi
can leaders. We passed a significant amount 
of legislation that helps stop the invasive 

species. The big
gest thing with the 
Asian carp is that it 
has finally put a face 
on the exotic spe
cies. I would argue 
that the already in
vasive species like 
the spiny water flea 
or the Eurasian mil
foil has done huge 
damage to the eco

logical programs and
so now we have a face on a common enemy. 
We have just got to move forward in a logi
cal way to try and create that barrier. Ob
viously there is a debate going on within 
the numbers, and I think Illinois Senator 
Durban is talking about how the numbers 
being laid out by Michigan are wrong on 
the amount of commerce that goes through 
those locks. I generally thought the gende- 
man that spoke at the college last week was 
amazing when he said it was less than 1 
100th of a percent of all the freight going 
through the Chicago hub.

WPP: Localvore is a term for people who 
only buy food only produced in a radius of 
100 miles from their homes. With the rise of 
urban farms are there programs promoting 
this as small business opportunities to rein
vigorate farming as sustainable careers?

JA: In the city of Detroit there are about 
80,000 parcels that have been abandoned. 
Urban farming is very important, and we 
have such a large amount of vacant land in 
the city of Detroit. According to the old 
timers and the farm bureau, some of the 
richest land in the entire state is in Wayne 
County. To me, that is one of the great tar
gets that we potentially could do legislation 
on—a rational way to using land banking 
as the vehicle that allows you to take those 
excess parcels and consolidate those into 
sustainable areas that you can farm. The 
problem with urban farming are concerns 
about the toxins that are left because many 
of the houses that would have been homes 
for 100 years and there are contamination 
issues. But other than that, I think the best 
tool set that we are working on right now is 
the land banking. We’re allowing those cap
tured tax dollars to be used to take out side
walks, sewer lines, water lines and then to 
also buy additional parcels, so if there is one 
guy that has not left his house on a block in 
the city of Detroit, then you can consolidate 
it. I think a block is five acres so that you 
can actually farm it.

WPP: With the passing of the no 
smoking in bars and restaurants do you 
think it will be a positive or negative effect 
on the food and beverage industry?

JA: I think the issue that you have to 
take a look at is what does it do to orga
nizations like the Father Fred Foundation 
who has their annual cigar smoker and 
raises several hundred thousand dollars a 
year. Those are the types of organizations 
who we want to make sure can still hold 
those types of gatherings I mean I think 
you know it passed the legislature and its 
law and so we’ll see how it goes.

TANNER continued

mentioned earlier; that we have an aging work force. 
Going forward, as we have retirements in the future, busi
ness will increase. It’s going to be different because of 
changing industries; probably the steel industry may be a 
bit small in the future, there are sectors that will pick up 
that. And then, the credentials our graduates have at Great 
Lakes Maritime Academy [open up] many shore-type po
sitions they can fit into... [they can] join the Coast Guard, 
Navy, other government-type services and they have the 
credential now to do that.

WPP: Why do you think the Maritime Academy has 
been so successful in training the cadets?

JT: Wonderful faculty and staff. You always come back 
to people. We have great cadets, we have wonderful faculty 
and staff and the alumni are involved in the GLMA help
ing out on all sorts of levels. Can’t say enough about that, it 
means a lot to have alumni involved. We are a very simple 
approach school, everyone has to help. In fact the first class 
the cadets [take] at the GLMA has a little motto. It’s a life
boat class: “If ya’ll don’t row, the boat won’t go.” So it’s that 
simple, if you want to move anything everyone has to row 
the boat. Everyone here understands that, for the most part 
everyone jumps in and rows the boat; it’s a very simple ap
proach, but it works.

WPP: What are your goals for the Academy in the

coming years?
JT: We leave May 8 for a 50-day sea project with our 

first year cadets, so it’s a major upgrade we think, for our 
Academy. The other up
grades we going to have 
are: more use of the ship 
in the training mission, 
and we just had last year 
an upgrade to our steam 
and diesel simulation. We 
also have some upgrades 
we want to do on the ship 
handling, and upgrades 
to our management radar 
simulators... Then we have 
more and more alum
ni plugged in to help us 
with the various classes.
Which leads to a very, very rich curriculum. This last year, 
and then this year we are going to do more - Ferris State 
is handling our welding and machine tool training and ca
dets can’t say more positive remarks about that; it’s great, 
the facility that they have in Big Rapids is wonderful.

WPP: As an overall composite, how do you think the 
citizens of Michigan can change the downward slope we’re

"We have to make the whole 
academic experience simpler 
for students statewide,...Col- 
leges have to make sure that 

courses are relevant to the 
present and future."

RADM John Tanner

in to an upward climb?
-JT: We have to remain positive, we have to set goals.

It’s very hard to remain positive when you’ve just lost
your job, I realize that, but there are a lot of 
people who have been in the wrong place 
at the wrong time as far as their jobs, their 
goals, and what they wanted to do in the 
future. A lot of those things aren’t fair, but 
given that, we still have to remain positive 
and keep going. Retrain ourselves, that’s 
one of the things that we are trying to do at 
the GLMA, the deck and engine cadets can 
move up or sideways within the industry to 
keep their careers going. So that’s something 
that we just have to do, we have to remain 
positive.

If the people back in the [turn of the] last 
century.. .could look at what we have today,

I think they would love to have our problems. That sounds 
maybe cruel to say that, given a lot of people have lost their 
jobs and things, it’s a tough series of years we are going 
through in Michigan. Having said that, we have a lot of as
sets in the state, we really do, we have to look at those; what 
we have versus what we don’t have and go ahead.
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The unmanned 
on its way

age What's the 
BUZZ about?

The economic crisis has hit the aviation 
industry hard. With incredibly high operating 
costs and very slim profit margins, many 
airlines have been forced to lay off hundreds 
of pilots. As a flight student, this is horrifying. 
When people think of pilots, they think of the

HIGH 
FLYIN'

IJEBEDIAH BAILEY
I Press Staff Columnist

airlines. If the airlines aren’t hiring, where is a 
newly minted pilot to go? The answer for some is 
a little strange: pilot-less aircraft.

The U.S. military has used Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) since the ‘90s to gather 
reconnaissance, and more recently to drop 
explosives in places and situations deemed too 
dangerous for a human pilot. However, these 
aircraft are not fully autonomous. They still 
require a pair of human hands at the controls, 
even if those controls are hundreds of miles 
away.

Recently, the name for these aircraft has 
been given a once over in order to recognize 
the many necessary components that make 
them work. The new Unmanned Aerial 
Systems (UASs) aren’t any different, except to 
acknowledge that there is a brain behind the 
machine. It’s this brain that many new pilots 
are thinking of becoming.

That isn’t to say that enlisting is the 
only job available to a prospective remote 
operator. The advantages provided by UASs 
have been recognized by the
civilian market, and many 
companies are scrambling 
to find a way to use 
them for business 
opportunities.
AsmallUAS
that can inspect 
powerlines saves 
a bundle over 
current methods, and 
if a small group of 
operators can control 
several of these drones 
at once, the time it takes
to do a full inspection drops 
considerably. Freight companies are 
envisioning the use of UASs for long 
haul carriers. Firefighters are already 
using them to search for wildfires, and 
to find hotspots when fighting a fire. The 
possibilities are almost endless. (Don’t worry, 
passenger flights will probably always have 
a real pilot in the cockpit.)

So what does it take to fly a 
drone? That seems to be the question 
at the moment. The current airspace

system works very well, as long as one basic 
rule is followed: “see and avoid.” Basically, it 
is the responsibility of pilots to keep a look 
out for other aircraft, and not run into them. 
Pretty basic, right? All the many regulations 
regarding how and where to fly boil down to 
keeping aircraft from running into each other, 
and it does a very good job of it.

The problem is that, with a UAS, getting 
a flying robot to see and avoid is actually a bit 
difficult under the current airspace system. 
Technology exists that would make it not 
only possible, but effective. Unfortunately, for 
the tech to do its job, every plane in the U.S. 
would have to be equipped for it: everything 
from a jumbo jet to a little two-seater Cessna. 
Sounds like a tall order, but it’s not without 
precedent, and a similar system is being tested 
in Alaska, where sheer distance and rough 
terrain make air traffic control difficult. If it 
all works right, and so far things look good, it 
may be implemented everywhere.

Here at NMC, the powers that be have 
seen the growing trend toward UASs in the 
aviation industry. Courses covering different 
aspects of UAS operation and theory are being 
designed, and the Innovation Grant provided 
funding to a team who is building a UAS for a 
competition in June. Construction of a “UAS 
Room” at M-TEC has begun, and NMC 
aviation administration members have met 
with commercial auto-pilot manufacturers in 
the search for equipment.

No matter what happens, the Unmanned 
Age is here and it’s not going anywhere.

Press lllustration/RICHARD GAVITT

Google buzz1
Google’s new social networking app, code named “Buzz,” is creating 

a real-life buzz. A combination of Facebook and Twitter, Buzz has stung 
some followers in its first month of release.

Twitter, the simplest form of social networking, only posts text messages sim
ilar to a blog, 140 characters or fewer, without any interactive media like images 
or video. Facebook, currendy the king of all social media, has changed their lay
out so many times, I’m not sure if I’m in my “live feed” or “livestock feed.”

Google Buzz provides a social networking app that’s a combination of 
the two.

Imposing no limits on 
the size of messages, you can 
link to your Flickr, Picasa 
or YouTube accounts, mak
ing it easy to drop photos or 
a video into Buzz. You can 
search for messages (which 
has great potential if you 
have years of postings). You 

can forward messages by e-mail and, of course, give certain posts a rating 
and add your own feedback.

The problem is that Buzz requires you to have a Gmail address to begin 
with. Another problem is that Google rammed it down the throats of its 
subscribers without even asking them. To make matters worse, they’ve 
opened up your list of recent contacts/chats/e-mail recipients and ran
domly subscribed them as your followers, without your permission.

Acting swiftly, Google said they’ve changed that to “suggested fol
lowers,” but as of the date of this writing, I am following 15 people that 
I never signed up for. In addition, if I click on a follower, I can see who 
they’re following and down the chain.

Unfortunately, that means that any Tom, Dick or Harry can see with whom 
I communicate, which gives me a stinging sensation right in my behind.

In addition, there are some design flaws: currently you can only edit 
your post, not your response in someone else’s post. Also a new message 
can be private or public, but you don’t have that choice when you respond 
to someone else. And even though images loaded fast and easy, I couldn’t 
get a video link on YouTube to post.

All these gaffs seem fixable for the competent staff at Google. Strangely, 
though Google is the king of beta, Buzz isn’t labeled as a beta, though it 
clearly fits the bill.

Things aren’t all bad though. If you’re not a privacy freak, Buzz has 
some potential. You still need to sign up for Buzz account. A profile is 
optional, and in their defense I can unsubscribe from Buzz anytime.

Overall the layout is much like Twitter. It’s simple and easy to use and 
excels in the display of images. Photographers, news agencies or anyone 
who wants to display pictures will appreciate it. You can load large images 
quickly. Google resizes them and displays them in a slideshow that moves 
fast with fantastic quality. Then anyone of my followers or anyone in my 
e-mail contacts could gain access to the wonderful images.

You can also use Buzz from a smart phone and since these GPS phones 
know where you are, you can hit the “nearby” feature, to let other people 
see you or you can see the position of others. Another feature that could 
be extremely useful is for applications on Android phones, like the Nexus 
One or the Motorola Droid, in which you can use Buzz to see instant re
views on restaurants and stores.

Getting it to catch on and sfay will be a challenge even for the big shots at 
Google. Facebook has been toying with the idea of charging a small annual fee 
for their basic service, which would be a deal killer for most of the 400 million 
that use it. If that happens there may be a new Buzz on the street.

T0MAUCH
Press Staff Columnist
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Abstinence: impregnating 
an ignorant generation

The right hand 
teaches the left

Since the 1990s, teen pregnancy has been 
on the decline. Numbers have shown, consis
tently, that the rate has declined at a steady 
pace since its peak in the ‘90s. However, this is 
no longer true. A recent study by the Guttm- 
acher Institute shows that the number of teen 
pregnancies has started to rise since 2005, with 
a 3 percent jump from the previous year. You 
would think that with the amount of contra
ceptives on the market this would not be the
case, but let’s take a hard look at teen pregnan
cies in America.

D0N7 DO IT
® ■ w IN THE DARK

ALEXANDER BRAND
Press News Editor

There is the one word that constantly is 
brought up when talking about teen pregnan
cies: abstinence. But lets be honest, teens are 
going to have sex. It is simply not effective to 
teach abstinence in sex education. The teen
age years are a time of biological changes, with 
your body pumping hormones constantly for 
several years. During this time, testosterone 
and estrogen become extremely active. The 
brain is also releasing a lot of dopamine and 
oxytocin, which are the chemicals that cause 
human beings to feel pleasure. Lets set aside 
the medical terminology and say it plainly: 
teens want to get it on.

You’d think that in the face of rising preg
nancy rates, schools would pull out of the ab
stinence programs and switch to a more logical 
approach, such as teaching safe sex and the use 
of contraceptives. But this is not the case: ac
cording to a study done by the Guttmacher 
Institute in 1999; 51 percent of public schools 
teach “abstinence first” programs, which teach 
that it’s the best route to go. Another 35 per
cent teach “abstinence only” programs, while 
only 14 percent are teaching comprehensive 
sexuality education, which includes abstinence 
as a part of a larger program.

As you can see, teaching abstinence is 
widely accepted as the “right” way to educate 
our youth about sex, yet it has the highest rate 
of failure! It seems as if the public school sys
tem believes that if it continues to tell teen
agers what to do, that they will change their 
minds and abstain from sex. But this is ulti
mately the worst route to take.

So, what’s a better option? Well, there are 
several actions the school systems can take to 
improve sex education and hopefully halt the 
rising teen pregnancy rate. Teenagers need to 
be taught about all forms of contraceptives, 
both how to use them effectively and where 
they are available. If teenagers are educated 
about the many options that are easily acces
sible, the likelihood of using them will greatly 
increase.

We also need to make sure teenagers feel 
comfortable and not ashamed when it comes 
to obtaining contraceptives. If we treat con
doms as taboo, that’s exactly what they will be
come in our culture and that teen pregnancy 
rate will skyrocket. Parents should also be open 
to discussing contraceptives and safe sex, even 
if they do not support it themselves. Would 
you rather be angry that your child is sexually 
active, or deal with a pregnant 15-year-old? It’s 
your call, but I’m pretty sure sex ed will cost 
less both emotionally and financially.

Under President Bush, the United States 
saw a large push in abstinence only education. 
But, thankfully, President Obama is changing 
that. In the 2010 budget, Obama eliminated 
federal funding for abstinence only programs, 
shifting the funds towards programs teaching 
pregnancy prevention and safe sex. This does 
not eliminate abstinence from the programs, 
but instead offers how to prevent pregnancy 
if teenagers are sexually active (and they are). 
Hopefully, with this shift in funding and ide
ologies in Washington, the United States will 
begin to see a drop in teen pregnancies over the 
next few years.

I have written before about personality assessment tools and other ways 
to understand our strengths and weaknesses; how they can be helpful in 
understanding ourselves and others, and useful for relating to our world. I 
now would like to look at how allowing the self to remain sectioned into 
these boxes may be crippling.

I believe that we may 
cut off personal permis
sion from natural impulses 
to be authentic or to have 
new experiences because we 
have now discovered that 
we ixzjust the way that we 
are. These assessment tools 
are not meant to be the 

“end all,” but rather a way to use our strengths to strengthen our weaknesses, to 
grow compassion for people we before could not understand, and to give us a 
new platform from which to meet the challenges that arise in our lives.

The nurturing mother in me is different from the intellectual philosopher 
in me. The lover in me is different from either of the other two, yet there are 
aspects of both found in this role at certain times. The writer in me draws upon 
all aspects of myself. There seems to be no rule that carries a “once and for all” 
character-type that is “Amanda.”

I feel the need to create different personalities for my writing projects. 
There is the one that you all see here, there is the one who has written a 
play about sex and keeps a blog surrounding the issue and there is the one 
who is very excited and interested in alternative energy, local economy and 
living the “green” lifestyle. There is the me that loves fashion who wore a 
fabulous pair of high-heeled shoes all day in and out of airports (not rec
ommended) and the me that only wants comfort and warmth and who 
lives in Uggs all winter long (not all that attractive, but damn warm).

When beginning new projects, it may be useful to begin with a com- 
partmentalization of the self. If I involve the mother in me when I write 
about sex, because of our cultural biases surrounding the topic, I may cen
sor myself too much. The same for when I involve the “green” enthusiast 
when talking about fashion.

On the other hand, if I allow for integration of these personalities, I 
may find innovation. For example, green fashion ideas may present them
selves, or I may open to the idea that having a baby is the most profound 
sexual experience a woman can have.

This innovation may include an assignment have you been given at 
work, a class at school you have to take but are nervous about, or topic of 
interest in a loved one’s life that you are not excited about. You can find a 
way to engage it with authentic interest. Look at your strengths and inter
ests, your preferences and intelligences to help you understand and make 
the connection.

I had a shaman friend tell me once, “Let the right hand teach the left 
hand.” I didn’t understand him at the time, so I asked. He told me that if I 
experienced ease and proficiency with any area of life, I could teach myself 
to have that experience with anything - if I were only willing to drop all of 
my ideas about what couldn’t be for me and look for what could be for me. 
This is practical advice.

I have taken the assessment tests to discover intelligences, types, and 
much more. My strongest intelligence is musical-rhythmic. Interestingly, 
the assessment suggests that musical people are generally fairly good with 
mathematics.

Now, I have always thought that I just suck at math. When faced with 
this information, many wires crossed in my mind about what I believed my
self capable of. Initially I thought, “This sounds NOTHING like me.” Then I 
thought, “What if I COULD be good with math?” This thought excited me. 
Further, the information got me moving; I have a math class coming up next 
semester - and I can hardly wait.

HERE AND 
THERE

■ AMANDA CAMPBELL
Press Staff Columnist
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Oscar Prediction for Best Picture of 2009
ON THE SXTR ^ORDINARY TRVR

George Clooney
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Press A&E Editor

At the Academy Awards all the categories are impor
tant, but there’s that one that is saved for last; Best Picture. 
This year there are some incredible movies nominated.

And the nominees are...

Avatar
Avatar is about Jake, a paraplegic marine, who takes his 
dead brothers place in a mission to Pandora. Using sci
ence the humans are able to infiltrate the Na’vi culture. 
Jake becomes part of the tribe and is drawn into their 
world each day, soon he must decide where his loyalty 
lies. Especially when the human’s greed erupts and they 
decide to force the tribal people from their homes to 
get the valuable rock underneath. Although Avatar has 
amazing visual effects and looks wicked in 3D, the story 
wasn’t completely original, but I did enjoyed it. Does it 
deserve an Oscar? I’m not so sure.

The Blind Side
This is the heartwarming true story of Michael Oher, a 
young homeless man in the south. Things are looking down 
for him until the Touhy family takes him into their home. 
They change each other lives. There was a nice combination 
of actors in this movie. It’s a great feel good movie and even 
if it doesn’t win an Oscar it will win your heart.

District 9
When an Alien space ship quits running and hovers over 
Johannesburg, South Africa, the aliens are rescued by they 
Multinational United (MNU) and are taken to earth.
After twenty-eight years the aliens “homes” are slums and 
they are no longer welcome by the locals. MNU under
takes the task of relocating them. The man for the job is 
Wikus van De Merwe, but when he inhales a alien sub
stance he slowly begins turning into an alien. People are 
repulsed by him and MNU uses him for experiments, and 
he must turn to the aliens for help. This movie was cool, 
though I fully expected to not like this movie (I’m not 
usually a lover of alien movies), I was pleasantly surprised. 
The plot was new and the acting was tremendous. I’m sur
prised and disappointed that Sharlto Copley who played 
Wikus Van De Merwe wasn’t nominated for Best Actor.

An Education

This was an interesting picture commenting on youthful mis
adventures we encounter when in love. Jenny Mellor (Carey 
Mulligan) falls for the devilishly handsome David Goldman 
(Peter Saarsgard) who is twice her age. He introduces her to 
the glamorous side of her dismal London town. Things are 
not what they seem as Jenny soon realizes. As the glitter
ing facade begins to fade Jenny learns the truth behind what 
people want and how things seem. The performances by 
Mulligan was incredible, and she may deserves Best Actress. 
However, I’m not convinced it should win Best Picture.

The Hurt Locker
The Hurt Locker is about SFC William James who is an elite 
bomb disposal expert. He loves what he does almost to a 
fault. He joins the Bravo Company in Iraq with about a 
month left in their tour. Working as a team is hard for him 
and because of this there is a lot of friction admist the team.
It was well written, well directed and the actors were all spot. 
Kathryn Bigelow nominated for Best Director—she deserves 
it. Jeremy Renner is nominated for Best Actor—and he de
serves it. It was thought provoking and interesting.

Inglourious Basterds
In Nazi-occupied France during World War II a group of Jew- 
ish-American soldiers known to all as the basterds spark fear in 
the hearts of Nazi’s by their brutal killing and scalping of Ger
mans. This movie was weird. It “changed” history. Having said 
all that, I found it fascinating. It was filmed in a way I’ve never 
seen before. It was definitely original. Brad Pitt should have 
been nominated for an Oscar for his role in this movie. This 
was probably one of my favorite roles I have ever seen him in.

Up
Up is about the adventures (and misadventures) of an old man 
and his uninvited guest in his ballon ride. Up is a charming 
movie with smart humor, great plot and made me cry within 
the first ten minuets of it. And just think, it’s “only” a cartoon.

A Serious Man
This is a dark comedy about a Larry Gopnik who just 
watches as his life begins falling apart. His wife is leaving 
him for another man, his lazy brother won’t move out, and 
his kids are causing problems. I honestly haven’t watched

this one yet so I can’t say if it deserves an Oscar or not.

Precious: Based on the 
Novel Push9 by Sapphire
Precious is about a sixteen year old African American girl 
who has been abused by her father and as a result births 
two children. She is struggling in school and her school 
guidance counselor tell her that she needs to go to the al
terative school. She wants to continue to learn so she take 
a chance and goes. There she makes friend with other kids 
like her and in inspired by her teacher to love herself. This 
was a heart breaking, eye opening, horrifying movie with 
moments of beauty and hope. Gabourey Sidibe who plays 
Precious deserves the Best Actress Oscar for her perfor
mance. It seemed like it would be a difficult role to play. 
Mo’Nique who plays the mother deserves the Best Sup
porting Actress Oscar. She was unbelievably good.

A Serious Man
This is a dark comedy about a Larry Gopnik who just 
watches as his life begins falling apart. His wife is leaving 
him for another man, his lazy brother won’t move out, and 
his kids are causing problems. I honestly haven’t watched 
this one yet so I can’t say if it deserves an Oscar or not.

Up in the Air
After all the hype this movie generated (an all the Oscar 
nomination it received), I was expecting something great. 
No such luck. I was not impressed. The acting was only 
fine. The plot was okay. The impact, not great.

My Opinions and
Predictions

What is an Oscar? Is it a movie that makes you think 
about the world in a new way? Is it a movie that makes you 
cry? Is it one that makes a statement? The Academy Awards 
recognizes excellence in the film industry. This is going to be 
a hard decision for the Academy because there are so many 
excellent films to choose from this year. My fianl prediction 
is—drum roll please— Precious: Based on the Novel ‘Push’ 
by Sapphire. Guess we’ll see what happens on March 7.

A
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Shutter Island-not quite 
living up to the hype

I DAKOTA DEEREN
Press Staff Writer

For months, audiences have been seeing ads and 
posters for Shutter Island.

When the hype is running this high, the ques
tion always becomes, “Does it live up to the hype 
or fall short?”

The movie is set inl954 and is about two U.S. 
Marshals (Leonardo DiCaprio and Mark Ruffalo) 
who are sent to Shutter Island, a prison for the crim
inally insane, to investigate a patient who seems to 
have escaped with out a trace.

Teddy Daniels (DiCaprio), is a WWII vet 
with a drinking problem and a dead 
wife. Ruffalo plays “Chuck,” Dan
iel’s new partner. As the trailers 
suggest, their investigation into 
the disappearance leads them 
to a much darker place, both 
in body and in mind.

Shutter Island is filled with amazing actors who 
don’t disappoint. DiCaprio once again gives a mem
orable performance. Michelle Williams evokes the 
madness of the aberrated female; this was a new role 
for her and she achieved perfection. You will prob
ably recognize Ruffalo as the sweet slice of beefcake 
from 13 Going On 30, and ladies, he’s still got it— 
now with the added gravity of early middle age. Ben 
Kingsley plays the enigmatic Dr. Cawley. This cast 
was well put together and really made the movie.

It’s been so long time since there has been a re
ally good scary movie and the trailers made me believe 
that there was finally going to be one. If you’re like me 

though and like being scared senseless and was 
expecting that, you may be disappointed 

with Shutter Island. I thought I was going 
to see a scary movie, but the creepiest 

parts of the movie—the dark hall
ways, dead bodies, and screams—all 
went into the trailer. I left the theatre 
feeling tricked by the trailer.

There were a few times when 
the movie made me jump (like 

when a crazed man jumped out
from the darkness and attacked Di- 

Caprio’s character), but I was looking 
for real fear, and this movie just lacked it.

If you like a good mystery, Shutter Island really 
does keep you guessing; it rewards the kind of view
er who likes to play close attention to all the little 
things that are said and done. Just when you think 
you have the movie pegged, trust me, you prob
ably don’t, so I’m not saying that the movie wasn’t 
good—it blew my mind with all the twists and 
turns, and the acting was excellent.

So Shutter Island both does - and does not 
- live up to the big hype surrounding it. For its 
mystery, acting and desolation, the movie is excel
lent. But it isn’t the true fright-fest depicted in the 
trailer. Rent it.

Rated Rfor disturbing violent content, language 
and some nudity.

Raymond Vk Raymond
IJESSI LAFFIN

Press Staff Writer

After six years R&B singer Usher Raymond is back and just as 
sexy as ever. With his sixth album Raymond Vs. Raymond, Usher 
is declaring his independence from stylist Tameka Foster, The first 
track and first release is called “Papers,” a song clearly influenced by 
his recent divorce. This album also includes songs like. “There goes 
my baby,” and “Next contestant,” that shed light on the situation. 
Usher also recently lost his icon Michael Jackson who continues to 
noticeably influence his style, dance moves and persona,

Raymond Vs. Raymond is a mixture of anger, lust, hope, and 
dance music. It is his sixth studio album and many believe its 
going to top his 2004 album, Confessions, which was ranked the 
best solo album of the last decade by Billboard Magazine.

In fact, there was so much hype about this album that it’s re
lease date was actually pushed back because, “We believe that the 
album is so strong that we want to give it the opportunity to have 
the proper set-up before coming out”, one of Raymond’s rep’s stat
ed. Fortunately for Usher fanatics Raymond Vs. Raymond leaked 
onto the internet more than two months before its release date, 
which is still set for March 30, 2010.

Many of his newest hits are, true to his nature, provocative. An 
example are the lyrics to his song “More”, “I’m a beast, I’m an ani
mal, I’m that luster in the mirror...”. To be honest his newest re
lease “Daddy’s Home (Hey Daddy)” featuring Plies kind of creeps 
me out. As far as Choreography and the way he sings the lyric goes 
the video is great, but there’s something about it that tubs me the 
wrong way. For lack of a better phrase, “there are different strokes' 
for different folks,” Personally, I think he’d be better off saving the 
nickname, “Daddy,” for his two kids Usher Raymond V and Navi- 
yd Ely Raymond.. .hut that’s just my opinion.

No worries, there are tracks on the album that do not pertain 
either to his love life or his libido. There is a song called “Be” that 
I love because it tells people to do just that: to be themselves, stop 
and notice the little things and simply love your life. It includes 
lines like, “With the glass half empty at least you know you’re not 
thirst)',” and “Don’t be blind, the sun shines on everybody.”

Usher is an extremely talented performer who is back in the 
limelight and with good reason. Raymond Vs. Raymond is definitely 
an album you’ll want to add to your collection if you’re an R & B 
fan because it’s real. You can tell by the words in his songs that he’s 
a real guy that has gone through some hard times and has come 
out on top once again just by being himself.

★★★☆

New on DVD
The End of the Line

From director and environmentalist Rupert Murray comes a 
fresh and titillating documentary about the struggle of fish to live 
to our horrific world.

The 90 minute film delves into the struggle of maintaining a 
sustainable environment for fish in our oceans - delivering pro
vocative insight and depth into the future of climate change, il
legal fishing practices, and much-ignored crises of stifled and 
dwindling international fish populations.

The End of the Line received a limited theatrical release on 
June 19 2009, and is making its way to DVD on February 23.
To those who may be skeptical about the documentary-style, just 
wait until you’re reeled in.
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Students! Check your NMC mbx email.
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and be entered to win a $50 NMC Bookstore
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Read and 
Recycle!

GRAND adventures 
start here.

Sherlock Holmes: The Final Adventure, and last days—Feb. 25- 
27 at the Old Town Playhouse’s New Studio Theatre. Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday performances are at 8:00 p.m. This adaptation 
of Arthur Conan Doyle and William Gillette’s original 1899 play 
was written by Stephen Dietz and was the winner of the 2007 
Edgar Allan Poe award for Best Mystery Play of the year. For more 
information, call (231) 947-2210.

2010 Tasters’ Guild Auction. Set for Feb. 26, at 7:00 p.m., the an
nual Tasters’ Guild Auction to benefit NMC’s Great Lakes Culinary 
Institute will feature two new raffles in addition to the traditional 
live and silent auctions. Held at the Hagerty Center on NMC’s Grea 
Lakes campus, the event features international cuisines prepared by 
Great Lakes Culinary Institute students, with local and select region
al and international wines. Net proceeds go toward academic schol
arships, books and equipment for students. Tickets for the Tasters’ 
Guild event are $45 per person in advance, $600 for a reserved VIP 
table for 10, and $50 at the door. This event begins at 7:00 p.m. Feb. 
26 and usually sells out in advance. For more information, call (231) 
995-1197.

“Passionate, Romantic, Brilliant/’ will be performed by NMC’s 
Community Concert Band at 8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 26 at Milliken 
Auditorium. The program features works exploring a wide range 
of intense emotions as expressed by significant composers of sever
al countries and time periods, including La Belle Helene by Jacques 
Offenbach, Funeral March for Rikard Nordrak by Edvard Grieg and 
Malaguena by Ernesto Lucuona. Tickets are $8 for adults, $6 for se
nior citizens and children under 12. Tickets are available online or 
call the Milliken box office at 995-1553.

“A Mid-Winter Concert” will be presented by the NMC Grand 
Traverse Chorale and Chamber Singers at 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 28. 
The Chamber Singers will perform Canciones por las Americas by 
Sid Robinovitch. The Chorale will perform Three Harlem Songs by 
Gwyneth Walker and Three Love Songs of the Irish by James Mul
holland. The choirs will combine to perform Randol Alan Bass’ Ex- 
ultate Justi and John Rutter’s The Lord Bless You and Keep You. 
Tickets are $8 for adults, $6 for senior citizens and children under 12. 
Tickets are available online or call the Milliken box office at 995-1553.

Transfer to one of the ’’Best in the Midwest" 'Vitr mare 
!han20Oatoasottfudy, a wdhtounded atwal editor. ' 
toundabcn. y-all class sties. vibrant student life, teauSW 
campuses, and affordable tuiten, Me here is hyty a grand 
adventure. isik to an oosjte advisor about all the oppoKrffes 
fs TrawsSe Cty v A our Akendafe and Grand ftapds campus®.

GRANDVU_LEY 
STATE UNTVERSiTY

gvsu.e>ju/trav«rse 
(231) 995-l?85

A GRAND VALUE.
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NMC College Fair will be held Tuesday, March 2 from 9:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. Representative from Michigan four-year colleges and uni
versities will be on NMC’s main campus in the Welcome Center of 
the Health and Sciences Building.

DIRT! The Movie will be screened on Thursday, Mar. 4, 7:00 p.m., 
at the Dennos Museum Center. It is inspired by William Bryant Lo
gan’s acclaimed book Dirt: The Ecstatic Skin of the Earth. Community 
Cinema is a community outreach project of CMU Public Television 
and the Dennos Museum Center. Free of charge. For more infor
mation, including upcoming dates and films, visit WCMU.org/TV 
or call (231) 995-1055.

Applications are available now for NMC’s Second-year Academic 
Area/Divisional Scholarships. Download an application from the academ 
ic area in which you are enrolled. Submission deadline is Mar. 5, 2010.

•NMC’s fourth annual Career Fair will be held on Mar. 10 from 
2:30-4:30 p.m. at the Hagerty Center on NMC’s Great Lakes Cam
pus. Open to the general public as well as NMC students, more than 
500 job-seekers and 60 employers participated in the 2009 career 
fair. Employers will recruit for not only career-track positions but 
seasonal and entry-level opportunities, as well as internships, ser
vice learning and networking opportunities. The event is presented 
in partnership with the Traverse City Area Chamber of Commerce. 
NMC welcomes employers and job-seekers from professional and oc 
cupational fields including aviation, business/technology, culinary, 
dental assisting, early childhood development, legal assisting, mari
time and nursing. Dress for success and bring your resume. For more 
information Kristy McDonald, Career & Employment Specialist; 
kmcdonald@nmc.edu, or call (231) 995-1120.

1
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Gaming for a cure

Press Photo/MADDY MESA
ANDREW MURPHY, 13, struggles for survival while playing Zombies 
during Gaming for Cure on Feb. 20.

IMADDY MESA
Press Staff Writer

The lower level of West Hall was full of gamers on February 20, engrossed in 
everything from fantasy games to World War II reenactments. The fifth annual Winter 
Game Fest of Gaming for a Cure was underway as gamers from around the county came 
to NMC and raised money for a good cause.

Gaming for a Cure was founded five years ago when Jodie Brandt’s friend Wesley 
Geer passed away due to cancer. To honor his friend, Brandt started Gaming for a 
Cure, an event that brings gamers of all kinds together to raise money for the American 
Cancer Society. With just a five dollar entrance fee, the event lasts six hours and 
prompts all kinds of fun.

“Our tag line is ‘heroes of a different kind of war.’ We’re fighting a war against 
cancer,” said Brandt. The event has raised $27,000 in previous years and has drawn a 
larger crowd with each successive gathering.

Saturday’s event was busy with tabletop games, battle reenactments, miniatures, card 
games, role playing and even video games. The aim is not only to raise money but also 
bring people together as they learn new games, make new friends, and have a fun time. 
Brandt and friends also travel to different schools in the area and promote family game 
night.

“It brings families closer together, and at the same time kids are less likely to do 
drugs or get into trouble,” said Brandt.

An added bonus is that the games are pretty educational. Basic math skills are used 
while kids learn conflict resolution without violence.

This year several local businesses like TC Paintball and Mayhem Games were there 
to show support and showcase a few demo games. Wayne Berry ofTC Paintball was 
present and had several historical games set up.

“Today we just have a demonstration, but you can play historical battles,” says 
Berry about a World War II game, Flames of War. “It’s a big attraction for people, the 
historical aspect.”

It was his first time attending this event, but Berry says he’ll be back every time.
Another newcomer to the event was 13-year-old Andrew Murphy.
“It’s really fun,” Murphy said of the event while playing Zombies (a game of 

survival). “There are a lot of nice people here. I’ve made a lot of new friends and even 
have some friends here.”

Tory Dueweke has been to several events hosted by Gaming for a Cure and was eager 
to explain everything about the tabletop miniature game he was playing, Assault on 
Black Reach. Taking place in the year 40,000 it’s an intense game of dice rolling, battle 
reenactments, and different strategy set ups.

“It’s a lot of fun and for a great cause,” said Dueweke while setting up for a new game.
In all, the event was a huge success. People played on for six hours and some even 

stayed till 7:00 p.m. Everyone is looking forward to Gaming for a Cure’s main event on 
August 14.

Bioshock 2-does it 
live up to the original?

In the original Bioshock, players were taken into an original, outstanding, and 
imaginative adventure. It had an incredibly good narrative that made players want 
to solve the mystery of Rapture. Bioshock ended the game with a big bang. Now, will 
Bioshock 2 be enough to make players want to revisit Rapture?

Bioshock 2 brings players back to the city of Rapture for another adventure. This 
time around players take control of a Big Daddy. This Big Daddy happens to be one 
of the first big daddies. This Big Daddy loses his little sister, and as a result goes into 
a coma-like state. Ten years later, the little sister finds a way to make the Big Daddy 
come and save her. This is where our adventure begins.

Gameplay in Bioshock 2 is very much like the original. A new element is the abil
ity to adopt little sisters. Players can use them to find bodies with Adam, the genetic 
currency of Rapture, and have them harvest.

The hack gun is a new weapon that allows players to hack machinery from across 
the room. This works out well, because players can hack cameras and turrets before 
they’re even noticed by the security systems. The weapon upgrade stations are more 
frequent than in the last game, and the new ammo types (like the rocket harpoon 
and phosphorus shot) are much more interesting.

In Bioshock 2 the enemies are smart. They will take cover and charge, and they 
will flank players whenever they have the opportunity. Smarter enemies make for 
some very intense firefights.

The big sister is the one of the first new enemies players will encounter. Big sisters 
'are absolutely ferocious. Their quick moves and use of plasmids strike fear into any
one who opposes them. Also new to the enemy roster are two types of big daddies. 
First is the Rumbler, who wields a big cannon and lots of little mini-turrets. The 
other Big Daddy is an “alpha series,” mean suckers who charge you with a tackle, 
grab you by the ears, and then blast you in the face with a shotgun.

Presentation in Bioshock 2 is just as good as it was in the last, and each of the 
areas in is presented with the same quality and atmosphere that is expected of Rap
ture. However, while the original Bioshock treated us to some incredible voice work 
and strange characters, in Bioshock 2 the characters that players come across (save 
one) are bland at best, though the voice work of the game is well done.

Bioshock is a newcomer to the multiplayer realm, but performs well, using some 
elements from the single player mode. Players can create loadouts of guns, plasmids 
and gene tonics, research enemies, and hack. There are a few standard match types: 
deathmatch, team deathmatch, capture the flag, and last man standing.

Bioshock 2 is a good game; the single player is solid, but could be better. It plays 
too much of the original, and nothing really stands out until the final stretch of the 
game. Multiplayer is a lot of fun and keeps gameplay interesting. I would recom
mend this as a rental and I would recommend multiple play-throughs to try out dif
ferent outcomes and different weapons and upgrades.

B
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ur at NMU, we make it easy to transfer credits, earn tranter scholarships and fit right in to our supportive campus climate. You’ll be guided by a faculty adviser in your department and get. a wireless notebook computer, loaded with .. everything you need.
Complete your degree and completely elevate your leadership skills in our unique programs that go way beyond the classroom.

An BO institution
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