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NORTHWESTERN MICHIGAN COLLEGE

We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may.

NMC adopts Hawk Owl 
as mascot J
I ANDREW REED f

Press Staff Writer 'Hags

Ferris has the Bulldogs, Michigan Tech has the Huskies, and now 
Northwestern Michigan College has the Hawk Owls. That’s right: 
The board of Northwestern Michigan College has decided to adopt 
the Hawk Owl as its school mascot.

The hawk owl is a non-nocturnal, non-migratory bird that resides 
in most of Canada but can often be spotted in Northern Michigan 
during the fall season, searching for food (like a student at NMC 
searches for knowledge). Owls are also known to be a symbol of 
wisdom, a quality attributed to most colleges.

Although there is a men’s club soccer team and a few independent 
sports teams at NMC, no athletic teams have begun using the 
mascot yet.

This isn’t the first time the college has had a nickname. In B
the 1960s, when the college had a sports program, NMC used JB
the nickname “Tomahawks.” This nickname was dropped 
when the program was shut down in 1976, and was criticized C 
for its controversial aspects regarding the Native American 
community.

Other options that were considered include the Pine 
Martens, the Bisons (as a tribute to the Olson family) and the * < 
Black Squirrels (if you have been on campus, you will know 
why). £

Northwestern
Michigan
College

Press lllustration/TRICIA SCHAUB

P8 - RESUME BUILDING TIPS P10-JAMAICAN FLARE P4 - OPEN WINDOW TO THE WORLD P16-MOVIE REVIEW: SLACKER
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Press PhoWKAtERINA CHEKHOVSKIY

Water stands on the snow outside Scholars Hall.

International Affairs Forum brings African diplomat to Milliken Auditorium

On March 21, the International Affairs Forum (LAF) will welcome former ambassador to Rwanda 
Robert Gribbin to the Milliken Auditorium to discuss the current changes facing African nations 
and how the U.S. has responded to such changes. Gribbin is a career diplomat, who has been called 
back into service in dozens of African countries including Chad, Nigeria, Burundi and Djibouti since 
retiring in 1999. The lecture will commence at 6 p.m., and tickets are available at the door for $10.
All current students and educators are admitted for free.

Global Awareness Consortium to be held at NMC

Also organized by the International Affairs Forum, the Michigan Global Awareness Consortium 
presentation will take place on Tuesday, March 19 at 7 p.m. in the Osterlin building, room 205. The 
presentation will examine both the past and present tumultuous relationship between the neighboring 
nations of Pakistan and Afghanistan. Panelists include Dr. Amjad Khan, professor of Economics at 
NMC, former U.S. diplomat Ted Curran, and Jack Segal, a former political adviser to the top NATO 
general in Afghanistan and director of the IAF. The 40 minute presentation will be free and open to all 
students, educators, and community members.

NORTHWESTERN MICHIGAN COLLEGE

WHITE PINE PRESS
"Vagina Monologues" returns to NMC
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“The Vagina Monologues” will be returning to Milliken Auditorium March 14 at 7 
p.m. The presentation is sponsored by NMC Student Life and Third Level Crisis Center as 
part of V-Day Traverse City, a local branch of a global activist movement aimed at ending 
violence toward women and girls. Tickets are available at the Dennos Museum Center 
reception desk, and are $10 for general admission or $5 for students and seniors.

EA Origin servers crash; affected gamers angry

EA Games apologized to its customers this past week due to troubles with the launch 
of its new game “SimCity.” The game’s digital rights management (DRM) system, which 
requires the game to be connected to the Internet at all times to be played, rendered the 
game nearly unplayable as its servers were overloaded. EA has offered a free game to early 
“SimCity” adopters as part of its apology, and claims that recent server updates should fix 
the problem.

U.S. Senator Carl Levin announces plan to retire

Senator Carl Levin (D-Mich) has announced that he will not run for reelection in 2014. 
Levin is 78 years old, and has served in the senate for 34 years. He says that his decision 
not to run in 2014 will free him to focus on issues, rather than on a campaign. Levin 
supports corporate tax reform as well as campaign finance reform. He also seeks to aid U.S. 
manufacturers, to bring U.S. troops home from Afghanistan, and to care for those troops 
both physically and mentally when they return.

Same-sex marriage rights granted for Odawa Indians

This Friday, Dexter McNamara, chairman of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa 
Indians will sign a statute recognizing same-sex marriage into law. The statute passed in the 
tribe’s legislative body last week by a narrow margin of five to four. A similar measure was 
voted down in July by a vote of four to five; the new version states that at least one member 
of the couple must be a member of the tribe. This comes at a time when Michigan’s supreme 
court is considering overturning the state’s ban on same-sex marriages. However, the court 
has said it will not make a judgment until this summer, after the U.S. Supreme Court rules 
on the two gay marriage cases it is currently hearing.

NMC Wellness has launched

“Wellness @ Work,” a new incentive campaign to encourage faculty to participate in wellness 
events is now underway. Employees who take part in various activities such as health fairs, preventive 
care screenings, regular physician visits, and others will be able to earn points towards cash prizes of up 
to $200 over the course of a year. For more information, visit www.nmc.edu/wellness-at-work.

Printed by Morning Star Publishing and distributed free.
Printed on 100% recycled paper
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Students on 
court in NMC's 
intramural 
basketball league
I PAUL BAHLE

Press Staff Writer

With all the competition and money 
invested in professional sports, it is often 
easy to forget that sports don’t have to be 
professional; they can still be fun. That is 
what the intramural basketball league hopes to 
capture.

Any NMC student can sign up and get in 
on the action, regardless of skill or gender.
In fact, each team is encouraged to have at 
least one girl for the sake of diversity. After 
signing, players are recruited to one of the 
already existing teams, or if there are enough 
people, can start their own team (Although it 
is most likely too late this year to start a team 
from scratch).

As of last week, the team who calls 
themselves the LC Bombers (LC for Leelanau 
County) are the highest scoring team, with 
only two losses out of the 21 games they 
have played. On top of that, last year the LC 
Bombers were undefeated, winning the

league championship.
“[This year] I wanted to carry on the 

legacy, so I got some of the team back 
together,” says LC Bomber team captain Evan 
Glowicki.

Connor Loberg of rival team Zeroes and 
Heroes says, “It’s [frowned upon] to get too 
aggressive at these games. If you can’t have 
fun, you can’t play.”

More than anything else, the games 
themselves are meant for fun, and even if you 
happen to have a heavy workload this term, 
you are not required to attend every game.
In larger universities, the players have to deal 
with the increased pressure of not only being 
the best in their own school, but also being 
the best of other schools as well. Here, players 
only need to have fun and play fairly.

what am I going to do? what should I tell
him? how do I get medical care? can I

stay in school? should i keep my baby? 
what about adoption?

-r t
- . - <•<

We care... and we can help.

For free, confidential 
answers to your questions 
about being pregnant, call 
Child and Family Services at
800538.9984

Press Staff Photo/ Shelby Osbourn

Child & Family Services
of Northwestern Michigan

BOTTOM IMAGE: Clayton Wolin of Zeros and Heros blocks a layup 
attempt from opposing player.
TOP: David Couturier of the L.C. Bombers and Heros face off agianst 
their opponent.

Strengthening the Fabric of the Family Since 1937



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

First annual Window of the World week

I KATERINA CHEKHOVSKIY
Press Staff Writer Dennos, Milliken, Sodexo collaborate in effort
As part of their international effort, the Office of 

Outreach Services is hosting the First Annual Window on 
the World Week, March 15-21. One of their main goals is to 
help NMC students build global awareness, and Jim Bensley, 
director of Outreach Services, says it all begins with students 
experiencing some kind of cultural event:

“As a college, and for the benefit of our students, we must 
connect ourselves to the world. By offering opportunities 
such as the events scheduled during Window on the World 
Week, study abroad programs, culturally integrated course 
work, and partnerships with international organizations 
we are investing ourselves in an on-going community of 
knowledge that will provide our students with skills critical to 
success in the ever changing world of tomorrow.”

Bensley was inspired to start the weeklong tradition after 
meeting Nisha Pahuja, the director of the documentary “The 
World Before Her,” at the 2012 Traverse City Film Festival. 
The film, documenting two Indian subcultures—the Miss 
India beauty pageant, and a Hindu religious fundamentalist 
camp—was shown during the festival, and Bensley was 
interested in having Pahuja return to present her film at 
NMC. Between her world travels, Pahuja had an open week 
in March, and with arranging other events to complement 
Pahuja’s visit, the idea of a weeklong celebration of culture 
came to fruition.

As part of the Window on the World Week, many 
different cultural events will take place on campus. Cimarron, 
a traditional South American llanera band from Colombia, 
winner of the iTunes Rewind 2011 Traditional World Album

of the Year Award, will perform Sunday, March 17 at 7 p.m. 
at the Dennos Museum. And as part of the International 
Affairs Forum, Robert Gribbin, former ambassador to 
Rwanda after the 1994 genocide, Uganda, Nigeria, and 
Chad, will present a lecture on the changing of Africa on 
Thursday, March 21 at 6 p.m.

Featured events will also include the Beyond the Silk Road

Display, Wan Liya's Contemporary Art Display, cultural 
cuisine, a Passports Student Lecture, and many others. 
Beyond the Silk Road is a collection of Asian art borrowed 
from Ferris State University. Artwork from the collection 
will be displayed throughout campus buildings and Ferris 
State professor Dr. Randy Groves will lecture on early 
Asian trade on Monday, March 18 at 7p.m. at the Dennos 
Museum. Wan Liya, a Contemporary artist from China 
agreed to partake in the event as well, and will present on 
Tuesday, March .19 at 7 p.m. at the Dennos as well. NMC

international student from Yemen, Obad Yousef, will present 
the Passports series, speaking about his country and cultural 
experience at 12:15 p.m. on Thursday, March 21 in Founders 
Hall.

Throughout the week, Sodexo will prepare international 
food, and international students will help serve and talk 
about food from their respective regions. On Tuesday, March 
19, Latin American cuisine will be featured by guest chef 
Fresia Granados. Granados is Costa Rican and a graduate of 
the Great Lakes Culinary Institute, currently working as a 
personal chef. She will prepare authentic Costa Rican cuisine, 
and Jim Bensley “feels sorry for anyone who will miss it.”

WNMC, 90.7 FM will also be part of the event schedule. 
Along with the NMC International Club, the radio station 
will broadcast a special program, “Sounds From Afar.” 
International students will share and discuss music from their 
countries; those interested can tune in on Tuesday, March 19 
from 7-9 p.m.

Most of these events are free for students, and the whole 
week is designed to bring global awareness to the NMC 
campus. NMC believes that it is critical for students to 
develop a mindset that involves other cultures, and a week 
showcasing the world will help students cultivating such 
awareness.

For more information and a full schedule of events, visit 
nmc.edu/window.

Think You Might Be Pregnant? 
You Can Know For Sure!

^Pregnancy 
(Care Center

Pregnancy Tests & Confirmation 
Information on Abortion & Pregnancy

All Services Free & Confidential

CONTACT US:
121 S. Garfield Ste C, Traverse City
231-929-3488
www.know4sure.org

Join the White Pine Press

We are looking for students who are interested in 
helping the White Pine Press. It’s not just for writers. 

There are many jobs that still need to be filled this 
year. You might be the piece of the puzzle that we 

are looking for! Positions are paid.

Call us to set up an interview 
at (231) 955-1173, or stop 

by our office at the entrance
of West Hall across from the 

security office.
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The lefts science deniers
I GLENN GARVIN

The Miami Herald

(MCT)
If this column appeared under the 

headline, “Massive defeat for the anti
science forces,” you would naturally assume 
I’m talking about some kind of setback for 
conservative Republicans, right? And you 
would be completely wrong.

The losers in this case are the luddite 
shock troops of progressivism like 
Greenpeace. And the winners are the 
children of the Philippines, thousands of 
whom will not go blind or die because the 
anti-science wing of modern liberalism 
finally is getting some pushback.

The Filipino government has finally 
approved the planting of genetically modified 
rice that contains vitamin A. “Golden rice,” 
as the stuff is called, probably won’t make 
a splash in the United States, but in the 
Third World, it will be a godsend. Between 
a quarter-million and a half-million children 
go blind each year from vitamin A deficiency, 
the United Nations says, and half of them 
die within 12 months. Some studies put the 
figure even higher.

As many as 300 million of the people 
at high risk for vitamin A deficiency live in 
countries where the staple food is rice. For 
them, golden rice will provide a quick, easy 
and cheap fix: eating just two ounces a day

will provide 60 percent of the recommended 
daily dose of Vitamin A.

But that hasn’t stopped Greenpeace and 
other luddite-left activists from fighting a 
scorched-earth war to stop golden rice. For 
more than a dozen years—or, if you prefer to 
keep score in the lives of children, 8 million 
dead—they’ve kept golden rice off the market 
by calling it Frankenfood and insisting that 
it will wreck the environment and spread 
dependence on Western capitalism.

What role does science play in the left
wing opposition to golden rice and other 
genetically modified crops? None. Study after 
study has shown no detectable deleterious 
effects on human health from genetically 
altered foods. And two studies published in 
the American Journal of Clinical Nutrition 
have shown that golden rice is an even 
better vehicle for delivery of vitamin A than 
spinach, the wonder vegetable. [We could 
cut this here, and lose the rest of the article, 
if needed—and I’d like to.]

Every time some lone Republican nut 
from Hooterville makes a jackass statement 
about rape or evolution, it’s immediately 
ascribed as a doctrinal belief of the entire 
GOP and conservatives in general. But 
liberal resistance to science is far more 
organized, far more destructive and far less 
covered in the media:

Millions of American parents refused to 
have their children vaccinated for diseases

like whooping cough and measles after 
Robert F. Kennedy Jr. published an error- 
ridden tirade in Rolling Stone and the 
left-wing website Salon in 2005 linking 
vaccines to autism and other neurological 
disturbances.

Six years later, Salon retracted the article, 
yet many parents remain convinced of the 
linkage to this day, one of whom now sits 
in the White House. “We’ve seen just a 
skyrocketing autism rate,” Barack Obama 
said during his 2008 campaign. “Some 
people are suspicious that it’s connected 
to the vaccines. This person included.” 
Obama's spurious worries about vaccines 
led to manufacturing changes that caused a 
shortage of flu vaccine in the winter of 2009.

Virtually no nuclear-power plants have 
been built in the United States during the 
past four decades, the result of continuous 
left-wing scare stories. Australian physician 
Helen Caldicott has become a folk hero
-21 honorary degrees and a nomination 
for the Nobel Peace Prize—for her anti
nuke campaign, the centerpiece of which 
is that the explosion at the Soviet Union’s 
Chernobyl nuclear reactor led to nearly a 
billion deaths and countless hideous birth 
defects.

Actual death toll, according the U.N.’s 
scientific committee on nuclear radiation: 
less than 100. Actual birth defects: zero. The 
U.S. National Academy of Sciences says that

the chances of radiation-induced changes in 
human sperm and eggs are so low that it has 
never been detected in human beings, “even 
in thoroughly studied irradiated populations 
such as those of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.” 
There may be good reasons for opposing 
nuclear power—mainly, that the industry is 
a bloated corporate welfare tick that cannot 
survive without massive government subsidy- 
-but science isn’t one of them, which is why a 
2009 Pew Research Center survey showed 70 
percent of scientists support it.

But scientific consensus, invoked like 
clockwork whenever lefty activists and their 
journalist friends talk about global warming, 
is mysteriously irrelevant when they’re 
discussing nuclear power or genetically 
enhanced crops. In 2005, the International 
Council for Science—a coalition of 140 
scientific organizations—reviewed more than 
50 studies and declared flatly: “Currently 
available genetically modified foods are safe 
to eat.”

There are a few million dead Third World 
kids who wish that somebody had listened.

ABOUT THE WRITER
Glenn Garvin is a columnist for the 

Miami Herald, 1 Herald Plaza, Miami, Fla. 
33132. Readers may write to him via email 
at ggarvin@miamiherald.com.

(c)2013 The Miami Herald

Inrtlmvstern Michigan 
University Center

Wherever you’ve been, wherever you’re going, a bachelor’s degree 
in liberal studies from Grand Valley State University in Traverse City 
will help you get where you want to be.
• Start fresh or use previously earned college credits
• Convenient evening, hybrid, and online courses
• Take classes close to where you work and live
• Small class sizes mean personalized attention

Learn more today!

www.gvsu.edu/traverse • nminfo@gvsu.edu • (231) 995-1785
University \ GrandW lev

State University.
TRAVERSE CITY 

Regional Center
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What is your dream job?
"Being a life guard at 

the Great Wolf Lodge."

—BOBBY LATORRE

Business

"Working with little 
children."

-ELIZABETH VANHORNE

Criminal Justice

"Something on the 
beach or warm, 

somewhere where I 
can be outside."

—HEATHER WILSON

Nursing

"Summer intership with the 
Detroit Pistons."

—MITCHEL HERMAN

Business Administration

"To be working on the 
Detroit River."

—ROBERT ARNONE

Maritime (deck)

"Getting my CNA and 
working as a nurse's 

assistant."

—TAYLOR FIELDING

Pre-nursing

Tourist Economy
"Why we love — and hate — our tourist economy"

IEMALY PANEK
Press Staff Writer

Traverse City is known for restaurants, quaint 
downtown shops and beaches—loads of them through 
the region—and, of course, cherries. For the locals, 
however, all of this means only one thing: tourists, 
those who come up for the perfect getaway.

The economy of Northern Michigan relies almost 
solely on those who vacation here. Money is made in 
the summer in order to survive in the winter. This is 
common knowledge for the locals, who are stressed for 
jobs in the off-season.

Winter is, for most of those stuck up here in the 
off-season, a fickle, empty three months of freezing 
weather, jacked car insurance bills, and 35-mile- 
an-hour drivers. See, during the winter, the area is 
occupied by families and retirees, the tourists are at 
home living their lives; they don’t have vacation time to 
spend up here just yet—not until summer. And then, 
starting about the end of May, they come. They clog 
the roadways, inhabit the prime parking spots, and 
spend spend spend their money on all of the adorable 
“I ‘heart’ TC” trinkets. All the while seemingly 
thinking of nothing but themselves, completely taking 
over the quiet that, for three quarters of the year, is 
Traverse City. The only good thing the tourists do

to

is drive the economy. They are the reason there are 
summer jobs.

The emphasis here, though, is on summer. 
Especially for college students, it would be great if 
there were more jobs available in any of the other 
three seasons. Tuition to pay, gas to burn, a social 
life to account for, a bit more cash would be much 
appreciated. But no. Instead, in order to save any 
money at all and have even the slightest hope of not 
being broke by Thanksgiving,
summers have to be given up 
work.

Most teens/young adults 
work cherries or sweat in 
restaurants every day. Why?
Because that is where the 
money is. The most demanding 
and time-consuming jobs are, 
of course, seasonal, but they 
also pay the most. So here’s the 
question: When do we get a 
vacation? We all want to enjoy 
the beaches, too. Go sit out on 
the sandbar and relax for a bit.

The Best 
Mouies, Popcorn,

Screen and Sound 
Right Downtown!

Make a Date at the State 
Popcorn & Soda Just $2 Each!

FOR COMPLETE MOVIE LISTINGS: STATETHEATRETC.ORG or 24 HR HOTLINE 231-947-4800

Stay out late and not have to worry about being up at 
the crack of dawn to report to work.

This isn’t to say that Traverse City is a bad place 
to live; it’s gorgeous and growing, and being raised in 
such a small town creates unbeatable connections and 
memories. Part of me just wonders if when my younger 
brother accidentally mistook “tourist” for “terrorist” if 
he wasn’t on to something.
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Sudoku Crossword
5 9

2 4 9
1 7

2 1 7 8 9
4 6 3 5
9 1 2 7 6

9 6
4 8 7

9 8 4

Answers from last issue
7 8 4 9 5 3 2 1 6
9 6 2 8 7 1 3 4 5
3 5 1 2 4 6 7 8 9
5 4 6 1 3 7 8 9 2
2 9 7 5 6 8 1 3 4
1 3 8 4 9 2 5 6 7
8 7 5 6 1 4 9 2 3
6 1 3 7 2 9 4 5 8
4 2 9 3 8 5 6 7 1

ACROSS
1 Retained 
5 Music storage

medium 
9 In the thick of 

13 Kirin rival
15 Arp's art
16 Scale pair
17 Last one in
18 How58-Across 

can be written
20 Diamond deal
22 Heartfelt
23 Quote from a 

pitcher?
25 Rigid
26 USN clerk
27 34-Across factor 
29 “A Doll’s House”

playwright
31 Mil. honor
32 Shout in la 

arena
33 Forensic ID
34 58-Across times

27-Across
401967 NHL rookie 

of the year
41 Longtime
42 One of them, 

maybe
44 “Let’s Dance” 

singer
47 Mathematically, 

what 58-Across 
is

50 Walkoff hit stat
51 Sighed line
54 Elect
55 Top player
57 Gluten-rich 

grain
58 Subject of an 

annual March 14 
celebration and 
of this puzzle, 
celebrated in its 
circled squares in 
both a literal and 
a numerical way

60 Sends out
63 Works that glorify
64 Minnesota’s state 

bird
65 Leisurely stroll
66 Caesar and 

others
67 Fair
68 Post office call

50

55

58

83

66 1
By Don Qagllardo and C.C. Burnikel 

DOWN
1 Actor Penn who 

has worked for 
the Obama 
administration

2 That, south of the 
border

3 Deli order
4 Spring sign
5 French bean 

product?
6 Blast on 

Broadway
7 Farther out?
8 __Lama
9 Part of LPGA:

Abbr.
10 Isn’t in a big hurry
11 “Let me check”
12 Ohio home of the 

Wright Brothers
14 Hopping mad 
19 Valuable fur 
21 Construction sight
23 Throw in
24 Blu-ray buy
25 Its pages are 

often numbered 
i, ii, iii, etc.

28 Common street 
name

30 Outlaw

3/14/13
A T T A C H 1 H E Y B A B E ■
V O O D O o u S E R N A M E
A R M O u R G E T A G R 1 P

G s A c L O T H
C O M E H E R E O F T E N
O L 1 N s H X P O S E
D E N G U A 1 T N A P
Y O U R P L A C E O R M 1 N E
S S s E s T N E A T E R

C A C K L O U T G O
W H A T s Y 0 u R S 1 G N

1 s A A c S R 1
N A 1 L D T 1 G E L C A P
E N V E L O P E E N O U G H■ G E T L O s T s T O R E D

33 Soak
35 Le__Soleil:

Louis XIV
36 Dream up
37 Common star 

characteristic
38 Chew out
39 German article
43 Atlas abbr.
44 Met cheers
45 Start of a Beatles 

title

46 Left (to)
48 Blind followers
49 Unanimously
52 Nonnative 

Hawaiian
53 Dahl’s “Fantastic” 

title critter
56 Dope (out)
57 Lush
59 Burst open noisily
61 DDE’s birthplace
62 Lush

5HENEMANTReuNE <’ERVICE<;

GWTAFFt........
SUPPORTS

*



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

08 FEATURE www.whitepinepress.org

- Resume DOs
I ASHLEY QUINN

Press Staff Writer

I STEPHANIE HUTCHINSON
Press Staff Writer

With so many people looking for work these days, 
people rely on a resume and interviews to help them 
stand out as the most worthy candidate for the job. 
There are several websites that can help build an 
excellent resume with as little stress as possible.

Gotresumebuilder.com is a free, quick and easy 
website with a variety of resume templates to guide 
anyone in creating the resume that suits them best. 
Not only do they have templates, but they also

have advice on how someone should build up thei 
resume, and they offer some examples of what a 
resume should look like. If someone is making a 
resume in hope of finding a job, the website even 
have a job search tab that allows them to look for 
employment opportunities.

Resume.monster.com offers a more refined job 
search, and their sample resumes are more job 
specific as well. Their website also includes links

Do...
• Choose your words wisely- use key 

words that the company or position 
you are applying for has within the 
description

• Sweat the small stuff- make sure you 
proofread your resume and do it more 
than once. Even small grammatical 
errors or misspellings can discourage 
employers from hiring you

• Put your jobs in reverse chronological 
order

• Move education to the end of the page
• Turn your accomplishments into 

numbers
• Identify your strengths
• Write out a description of each skill/ 

accomplishment

Amanda K Jones
907 Cherrywood Court 

TraverseCity, Ml U.S.A. 49686 
(231)789-1234 

ajones®gmail.com

OBJECTIVE

Looking for an opportunity to make a difference in the lives of the young people who will one 
day lead our nation.

WORK EXPERIENCE

Smith Elementary, Traverse City, Ml U.S.A. 08/2011 - 06/2012
Student teacher
• Observed and assisted in teaching a class of third and fourth grade students.
• Created lesson plans that met state curriculum requirements.
• Worked one-on-one with students to acheive learning objectives.
• Used fluent Spanish-speakingskills to aid ESL students in the learning process.

EDUCATION

Central Michigan University Mt. Pleasant, Ml 2009 - 2011
B.A. in Early childhood education, GPA: 4.0

Northwestern Michigan College TraverseCity, Ml 2007 - 2009
A.A.S. in Early childhoodeducation, GPA: 4.0

SKILLS

• Speak Spanish fluently
• Certified in infant and child CPR
• Two years experience helping elementary school children to read
• Volunteered as assistant in a special education program for four months
• Four years of experience as a nanny for three children
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»and DONTs

i to several articles on advice for job searching and 
building resumes. The only real downside is that 
the customer has to join their website by creating a 
membership, which can be done through Facebook 
or as an individual user ID and password.

Careerperfect.com is unique in that it assists in 
writing a resume for every stage in one’s career. They 
have separate tabs to click on for people just starting 
out, like students; for people who are in the middle

of their careers and just looking for advancement 
opportunities; for people in an executive position, 
and for federal and military employees. Unlike 
the other websites, they not only have advice on 
job searching and writing resumes, but also on 
interviewing. While this information is free, the 
actual resume they build for users isn’t, but they 
claim the service is relatively affordable.

Amanda K Jones
907 Cherrywood Court 

Traverse City, Ml U.S.A. 49686 
(231)789-1234 

ajones@gmail.com

OBJECTIVE

I want to become an elementary school teacher because I love children. I've always loved kids- 
-in fact, I was a nanny for for four years. While nannying, I realized that I wanted to make my 
life about helping children to grow to their full potentials. I feel that children are our future; 
someday one of them will be President. They will be Senators and Politicians, and, most 
imporantly, they will be Teachers.

WORK EXPERIENCE

Smith Elementary, TraverseCity, Ml U.S.A. 08/2011 - 06/2012
Student teacher
I have observed and assisted in teaching a class of third and fourth grade students. While I 
worked as a Student Teacher I created lesson plans that met current State curriculum 
requirements. I also worked one-on-one with students to acheive learning objectives, like how 
to do long division, howto create static electricity using a plastic comb, howto locate countries 
on a globe, how to look up words in a Dictionary, etc. I also used my fluent Spanish-speaking 
skills to aid ESL students from Mexico in the daily learning process.

EDUCATION

Central Michigan University Mt. Pleasant, Ml 2009 - 2011
B.A. in Early childhood education, GPA: 4.0

Northwestern Michigan College Traverse City, Ml 2007 - 2009
A.A.S. in Early childhood education, GPA: 4.0

SKILLS

I have spoken Spanish fluently for four years. I am certified in infant and child CPR. I have two 
years experience helping elementary school children to read. When I was 171 volunteered as 
assistant in a special education program for four months at a school for children with Autism and 
Down Syndrome. I have four years of experience as a nannyfor three children,who I spent five 
days a week with. I helped them leam to read as well as cooking their meals and potty training.

Don’t...
• Write paragraphs
• Make the recruiter guess what

your actual job was
• Share too much information
• Make resume too long
• Forget to proofread
• Use a quirky email address- 

employers do not want to 
see an email address like 
babiecakesl2@gmail.com. 
This signals to the employer 
that the applicant is not 
serious or professional

• Include irrelevant personal 
information- the employer 
does not need or want to hear 
about the cats you have or 
the fact that you can play the 
tuba.

*
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International Student profile: Jesica Davis

ft

JAMAICA: Fast Facts

Location: Island in the 
Caribbean Sea, South of Cuba

Population: 2,889,187

Official Language:
English

Major Religions:
Christianity

Government: Parliamentary 
Democracy and a Constitutional 
Monarchy, as part of the 
Commonwealth realm

Legal System: Common 
law system based on English 
model

Photo courtesy of Jessie Humphrey

Left image, from top: Amelia Jandrecki, Jesica Davis, Jessie Humphrey, Kristina Wittbecker at a dance performance. 
Right image: Jesica Davis, a second-year NMC student, is from Jamaica.

I KATERINA CHEKOVSKIY
Press Staff Writer

NMC is a diverse institution, with students coming from all 
areas of the globe, and Jesica Davis is one of them. Jesica hails from 
Jamaica, and has been at NMC for two years. Jesica is from Ocho 
Rios, in the Saint Ann Parish, located on the Northern Coast of 
Jamaica (where rumor has it, Colombus first set foot). It is a famous 
Jamaican tourist attraction, and is near the famous Dunn’s River 
Falls waterfall.

Jesica came to the United States to get an education, away from 
distractions at home. She came specifically to NMC to pursue 
nursing, and because she had family in Northern Michigan.

At NMC, Jesica is involved with the international club, and often 
volunteers with other members at the State Theatre. She enjoys 
hanging out with friends and the international students, participates 
in the NMC hip-hop dance classes, and is a phenomenal hairstylist, 
working at a local salon. Though enjoying her time here, Jesica really 
misses her friends and family, the food, and partying back home.

In Jamaica, young people hang out with friends, party, dance 
and often dress up for fun. The biggest cultural difference Jesica has 
noticed between her country and the U.S. is that Jamaican people

Davis on how Jamacians talk: 
"They don't beat around the bush"

are very outspoken and friendly, and talk to people, even if not 
acquainted. They speak straightforwardly, and “don’t beat around the 
bush,” like many Americans do. Another aspect of American culture 
Jesica is not used to is eating a lot of junk food, and the absence of 
spicy dishes like the ones she had at home.

Executive Branch:
Comprised of Chief of State, 
Governor General, Prime 
Minister, and Cabinet. Chief 
of state is the English Monarch 
(Queen Elizabeth II); the 
Governor General is appointed 
by the Chief of State; Prime 
Minister is the majority House 
party leader; cabinet appointed 
by Governor General

Legislative Branch:
Bicameral Parliament consists 
of Senate and the House of 
Representatives. The Senate 
consists of 21 seats, 13 of which 
are for the ruling party and eight 
for the opposing party; members 
are appointed by the Governor 
General and opposition party 
ruler. House of Representatives 
consists of 63 members elected 
by popular vote to serve five-year 
terms.

Judicial Branch: Supreme 
Court (judges appointed by the 
Governor General on the advice 
of the prime minister); Court of 
Appeal; Privy Council in UK; 
Caribbean Court of Justice

Press Illustration/TRIOA SCHAUB
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Opposition to same-sex marriage increasingly isolated, 
pollsters say
I DAVID LAUTER

Tribune Washington Bureau

(MCT) WASHINGTON _ With the rapid shift in 
public opinion toward same-sex marriage, opposition 
to changing marriage laws increasingly has become 
limited to a few slices of the electorate, according 
to an analysis of polling data by leading Republican 
and Democratic pollsters. The two major divides are 
a generational and cultural split, according to the 
analysis, which looked at data from the November exit 
polls. Among people who voted in the last election 
who are older than 65, opponents of legalizing same- 
sex marriage outnumber supporters 58 percent to 
37 percent. But those older voters made up only 
about one-sixth of the electorate. Among the large 
majority younger than 65, a majority now supports 
same-sex marriage, 52 percent to 44 percent. On the 
cultural side, people who identify themselves as white, 
evangelical Christians overwhelmingly oppose same-

How to fit a bachelor's degree 
into your busy schedule

Call or visit Central Michigan University's Global Ul Campus in Traverse City & Online 
Local evening and weekend classes allow time for work, family, & friends 
Online options for many courses and programs 
Compressed terms so you finish in less time 
Books and library materials delivered to you

EPI Choose the Bachelor's degree 
that's right for you

Administration ♦ Leadership
Community Development • Political Science
Elementary Education • Psychology
Health Sciences ♦ Public Administration

Take your Associate's degree to the next level

Our center staff, online specialists, and caring, dedicated faculty are ready to 
build on your current studies and help you every step of the way from your 
first questions to graduation and beyond.

Apply for positions you couldn't even dream of before!

CMU
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 

UNIVERSITY

Get started todayl
Call 231-995-1756 
Traverse.City@cmich.edu

cinich.edu/TraverseCity

sex marriage—73 percent to 24 percent. They make up 
just over a quarter of the electorate. Among the other 
three-quarters of voters, legalizing same-sex marriage 
has majority support, 58 percent to 36 percent. 
Opposition “is concentrated in a very small slice of 
the electorate,” said Joel Benenson, President Obama’s 
chief pollster, who analyzed the data along with Jan 
van Lohuizen, who was the chief pollster for George 
W. Bush. The two did the analysis for Freedom to 
Marry, a leading advocacy group for same-sex marriage. 
The shift in support has become “an irreversible 
trend that has already hit a tipping point,” Benenson 
added. Much of the change is driven by younger voters 
coming into the electorate, but a significant number 
of voters—about one in eight—say in polls that they 
have changed their minds on the subject of marriage 
in the last five years, said van Lohuizen. Almost all 
of those people say their stance has changed in the 
direction of accepting same-sex marriage, he added. 
Although the demographic groups that oppose same-

Can working less help save the 
planet by reducing energy use?

NMC
University

Center

Opening New Doors

CMU is an AA/EO institution (see 
cmich.edu/aaeo). 35285b 11/12

I MELISSA BREYER
Mother Nature Network

(MCT)
Now here’s a novel idea: Spend more 

time lolling around and potentially help stave 
off climate change. We’re not talking about 
living the life of a Lotto commercial and sitting 
poolside 24/7 while cabana nymphs tend to 
your whims, but even a small reduction in 
work hours could potentially make an impact 
on the planet.

When Utah decided to close state 
offices on Fridays in 2008, the result was a 13 
percent reduction in energy use. Employees 
reported increased happiness, absenteeism went 
down, and state employees were estimated 
to save between $5 million and $6 million 
annually by skipping one commute per week.

The reduction of working hours was 
one of the original objectives of labor law, 
and was first directed toward the hours of 
working children in mid-19th century Europe. 
A 48-hour workweek was adopted in many 
countries, and by the 1920s, a number of 
industries in Europe and the United States had 
introduced a 40-hour week—definitely a step in 
the right direction.

But now the Washington policy institute 
Center for Economic and Policy Research and 
Policy Research (CEPR) has proposed further 
trimming of the average workweek, noting that 
more play and less work could help slow global 
warming significantly. The brains at the think 
tank note that an annual 0.5 percent reduction 
in work hours would cut between 8 percent 
and 22 percent of every degree of warming 
from now until 2100.

While 40 percent to 60 percent of 
potential global warming is effectively locked 
in, CEPR says, as much as half the rest could 
be cut through reducing work hours.

sex marriage are a minority nationwide, they make up 
a much larger share of the electorate in some states.
To look at a couple of the 2012 battleground states, 
for example, white, evangelical Christians made up 
35 percent of the vote in North Carolina, but 24 
percent in Wisconsin. The highest percentages of white 
evangelicals are typically in Southern states. That 
variation suggests that same-sex marriage could quickly 
become the law in most coastal states and other states 
with large, urban populations but that change will 
come more slowly in more rural states, particularly in 
the South.

(c)2013 Tribune Co. Visit Tribune Co. at www. 
latimes.com Distributed by MCT Information Services

“As productivity increases, especially 
in high-income countries, there is a social 
choice between taking some of these gains 
in the form of reduced hours, or entirely as 
increased production,” says economist David 
Rosnick. “The calculation is simple: fewer 
work hours means less carbon emissions, which 
means less global warming.”

“Increased productivity need not fuel 
carbon emissions and climate change,” notes 
CEPR co-director Mark Weisbrot. “Increased 
productivity should allow workers to have 
more time off to spend with their families, 
friends, and communities. This is positive for 
society, and is quantifiably better for the planet 
as well.”

Meanwhile, the U.S. Postal Service 
has announced plans to end the delivery 
of letters on Saturdays, starting in August, 
but it finds it may have to ask Congress for 
permission to cut service. The alteration 
of service would cut costs by as much as 
$2 billion a year and trim 45 million work 
hours annually _ not to mention a significant 
amount of carbon emissions, the postal service 
estimates. Postal carriers maintain that “neither 
rain, nor snow, nor sleet, nor hail” can stop 
deliveries, but apparently an insurmountable 
financial deficit can. But in light of CEPR’s 
calculations, the Postal Service’s plan could 
have a positive environmental impact as well.

So, less work during the week and 
no irksome bills delivered on Saturdays in 
exchange for helping keep climate change at 
bay? Sounds like it’s time to break out the 
hammock.
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I MICHAEL ROBERTSON Qc/S 30(1 don^s Of |Ob idtCIVieWS |N|C°™DMAN
Press Editor-in-Chief wivww (Press Managing Editor

DRESS FOR SUCCESS

Do:
* Dress roughly one level above the job’s usual dress 

code. Consider dress pants and a button-down shirt and 
tie, or a nice skirt and blouse. For some jobs a suit or 
slacks and a sweater-vest may be appropriate.

“Consider that color communicates power—here’s a 
run-down from high to low: black, navy blue, brown, 
grey, ivory, red, white, yellow, green, blue, pink, beige, 
orange—but remember: confidence overrides all.

Don’t:
“Overdress. Most people understand it’s 

inappropriate to show up at an interview wearing 
jeans and a t-shirt, but it’s also important not to 
dress up too much. A suit and tie is great for a 
sales job, but if you’re interviewing for a job at a 
grocery store, it’s probably overkill. Likewise, a 
skirt or shirt that shows too much skin should be 
avoided.

“Punk out. Remove facial piercings and gauges 
and, when possible, cover tattoos with clothing 
or Dermablend—but make sure your prospective 
employer knows about your body art.

“Take a bath in it. The best smell is no smell— 
kill the perfume/cologne.

“Power trip. No red ties.

BE CONFIDENT
Do:
“Use the proper handshake: use a firm, full grip; 

two shakes; then a confident but moderated release. 
The initiator has the power.

“Be aware of your posture: Sit with a straight 
back, squared shoulders and elevated chin to show 
confidence; lean forward to show interest. When 
appropriate, mirror the interviewer. Take up space, 
and keep your feet flat on the floor.

“Engage. Facial movement shows interest, eye 
contact shows trust and confidence. And don’t forget 
to smile!

Don’t:
“Be a stiff. Sitting too straight makes one 

appear uptight.
“Fidget. Avoid distracting body movements 

like nail biting, hair twirling, pen chewing, 
finger or foot tapping.

“Shrink. A compact, minimized sitting stance 
displays a lack of confidence (but, of course, 
don’t splay across the chair or desk).

“Build fences. Resting your ankle on your 
knee or crossing your legs sets up a “barrier” 
between interviewer and interviewee, and can be 
perceived as defensiveness.

MIND YOUR TONGUE
Do:
“Stay cool. Speak in a calm, even manner. 

Enthusiasm is great, but too much feels forced.
“Talk about yourself. Give the interviewer a 

good snapshot of your personality.

Susan Soffredine Rauser, Agent
3760 N US 31 S

Located directly across from Meijer 
and south of Big Boy! 

Traverse City, Ml 49684 
Bus: 231-421-9596 

susan.rauser.u83x@statefarm.com 
Monday-Thursday 8:30AM - 7PM 

Friday 8:30AM - 5PM 
Saturday 9:00AM - 4PM

Come in for 
a test save.

Don’t:
* Panic: Speaking too fast will make you 

appear out of control, while speaking too 
slow or in an odd pitch shows a desire for 
control (and not in a good way). It’s good 
to be energetic, but too much drama/energy 
breeds disbelief. Hesitations and pauses ARE 
OKAY—they show thought. Just be sure to 
mind your grammar, tone and wording.

“Tell your life story. Yes, we just told 
you to talk about yourself—just don’t talk 
too much. (You’ll know when you’re going 
overboard.)

“Chew. Make sure to spit your gum out 
before the interview, no matter how dry 
your mouth is. To help avoid dry mouth, 
drink plenty of water in the hours leading up 
to the interview (just make sure to use the 
bathroom before meeting your future boss).

Press Photos/NATHAN BAILEY 
Interviewer: Rohan Berst 
Interviewee (Do): Emaly Panek 
Interviewee (Don’t): David Root

Total average savings of *480’
I’d love to show you some new ways to make your car 
insurance dollars work harder.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there."

'Average annual household savings based on national 2010 survey of new policyholders who reported savings by switching to State Farm. 

P090115.1 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

PARTING SHOT
“Be early. If you’re late, call and ask for a new time—NEVER ask for 

“ten minutes.”
“Aim to be either the first or the last interviewee.
“Know your strengths and weaknesses. If you’re charming, show it— 

but don’t try too hard.
“Kill your phone—vibrate isn’t good enough.
“Things to avoid: stress; hunger; cigarette cravings/smell; weariness; ill 

health; interruptions; perceptions; preoccupations.
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New Dennos exhibits crafted from natural materials
I DAVID ROOT

Press News Editor

The Dennos Museum center at Northwestern Michigan 
College is now featuring brand new exhibits and guest art
ists for the upcoming spring season. The new series, on dis
play now, includes an exhibit of Japanese Bamboo art, as 
well as works by Professor Larry Cressman of the University 
of Michigan and local artist Roofus Snoddy of the Traverse 
City area.

“ [When] Gene Simmons, the director of the exhibit, put 
them together, his idea was that they were all sort of related 
to natural materials,” says Jason Dake, curator of education 
for the museum. “You have bamboo; you have raspberry 
cane, twigs, and things like that.”

According to Dake, the exhibits are scheduled to stay up 
until June 2, but could possibly stay on display for longer. 
“They work really well with our Inuit gallery, which is our 
permanent collection always on display.”

The Japanese Bamboo art, titled “Modern Twist,” features 
the works of 17 contemporary artists through a collection of 
37 works, many of which have never before been displayed 
in the United States. Curated by Dr. Andreas Clark of the 
Clark Center for Japanese Art and Culture, the exhibit fea
tures a variety of baskets woven in a variety of styles molded 
throughout the 20th century.

“Many of them are functional baskets.. .but some of 
them are actually non-functional—they’re just sculptures. So 
they’re meant to be enjoyed more as a visual art form as op
posed to [being] used as flower baskets for tea ceremonies,”

says Dake. “...Tradition has continued, but there have been 
artists and people coming from other backgrounds that have 
kind of taken it in a new direction.”

Featured in the lobby area of the museum, “The Wings 
of Icarus” by Rufus Snoddy is a collection of suspended con
struction paintings based on the story of Icarus from Greek 
mythology. Snoddy built his “construction paintings” out 
of traditional materials from his immediate environment to 
simulate the survivalist nature of the story.

“[Snoddy] sort of used [Icarus] as a way to develop these 
artworks,” says Dake. “He’s interested in the idea that we all 
sort of have highs and lows. We all are very successful, but

we also end up coming back down to reality in a way that 
Icarus eventually did.”

The final exhibit, titled ‘Line Work,’ by Professor Larry 
Cressman, features works built on-site using various materi
als including cane, twigs, paper, graphite, wire, and various 
woods. According to his artist bio, Cressman has long been 
perturbed by the notion that “line doesn’t exist in nature.” 
His exhibit aims to challenge that idea through an exhibit 
built completely on-site from scratch.

“It’s a mixture of planned drawings.. .as well as things he 
creates while he’s here,” says Dake. “Some of his things are 
produced and then brought to the gallery...Others he has 
the material and an idea of what he might do, but then it 
sort of becomes an installation based on what space he’s in.”

The Museum is also hosting a concert series through the 
Milliken Auditorium featuring artists from all around the 
world. The series features performances by Columbian llane- 
ro band Cimarron on Sunday, March 17, jazz singer Caro
lyn Leonhart on Saturday, April 6, rock band Four Bitchin’ 
Babes on Saturday, April 13, and three-time Grammy nomi
nated Cuban music group Tiempo Libre on Saturday, April 
20.

“A lot of these performances also run for K-12 schools in 
the area. We had 700 students in the area see The Spirit of 
Harriet performance, so that was very successful,” Dake said.

Tickets for all concerts are $28 at the door, or $25 in ad
vance, but are free to all current students of NMC.

Restaurant week goes French: 
A review of Bistro Fou Fou

I DOMINIQUE VALENTAGE
Press Staff Writer

Having just opened this past August, Bis
tro FouFou is a newcomer to the Traverse 
City restaurant scene; however, it has a kitch
en full of well-seasoned chefs. Owner and Ex
ecutive Chef Guillaume Hazael-Massieux is 
also the chef and owner of Leelanau’s La Be- 
casse. Chef de Cuisine Adam McMarlin and 
Sous Chef Stephanie Kenyon both moved to 
FouFou from The Bay Leaf in Traverse City 
when it closed its doors. FouFou serves classi
cal French Cuisine as well as beer on tap and 
over 40 different wines, with an extensive col
lection of lesser-known French wines. Their 
winter specials include half-off bottles of wine 
on Mondays, an Off-the-Beaten-Path Wine 
Dinner for two on Wednesday nights as well 
as an Underground dinner one Sunday every 
month.

While Bistro FouFou is definitely on the 
higher end of the price range, there was no 
way I could pass up their $25 Restaurant 
Week menu, which they’re offering for the 
full month of March. With my friends in tow, 
we split up the entire menu and all ordered 
something different in an attempt to taste ev
erything they had to offer.

I ordered the roasted beet salad which was 
accompanied by pumpkin seeds and chervils. 
The portion was more than enough to share, 
was absolutely delicious as well as being aes
thetically pleasing. Another amazing appe
tizer was the sardines on toast. Crunchy and

savory while still being light, this dish is un
like anything I have tasted before. For my 
entree, I couldn’t pass up the classic Boeuf 
Bourguignon with carrots vichy and potato 
puree. From the first bite to the last (and all 
the bread scraping in between), I could not 
put my fork down. The meat was so tender 
it fell apart under my fork, the potato puree 
was creamy and the carrots vichy were cooked 
to perfection. I had to keep my friend from 
licking her plate she thought it was so good. 
While my expectations had already been ex
ceeded, nothing could have prepared me for 
dessert. I would return to FouFou just to have 
their chocolate pot de creme again. It’s served 
in a mason jar and when it’s brought to your 
table it doesn’t look like much. But dive in 
and you find a dense, decadent chocolate 
mousse topped with chopped hazelnuts. It is 
absolutely heavenly.

FouFou is located on 118 Cass Street in 
downtown Traverse City. You can contact the 
restaurant at (231) 421 - 6583 or visit their 
website at www.bistrofoufou.com. They are 
open Monday through Saturday from 11 a.m. 
until 11 p.m. Their usual dinner menu items 
run as followed: appetizers $6-15, entrees 
$ 16 - 26, oysters for $3 each or $30 a dozen 
and desserts are $4 - 15.

J’adore!
(Adore it!)
Price: $$$
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“Every Thing On It" has everything in it
I STEPHANIE HUTCHINSON

Press Staff Writer

Shel Silverstein was a poet, 
cartoonist, playwright, performer, 
recording artist, and a Grammy
winning, Oscar-nominated 
songwriter. “Every Thing On It” is 
a posthumously released collection 
of poems and cartoons written by 
Silverstein.

The new book has the same vibe 
as his previously released collections 
of poems and cartoons: “Where The 
Sidewalk Ends,” “A Light In The 
Attic,” and “Falling Up,” but “Every 
Thing On It” has a lot to offer on its 
own.

Silverstein must have had a great 
sense of humor, even mocking poetry 
in some of his own poems, such as 
“The Lizard,” because there isn’t a 
single poem in this book that won’t 
make a person laugh. Some poems are 
perfect for young children, like the 
title poem which is about a hotdog 
piled high with everything from 
umbrellas, hats, and even snakes; a

poem called “Santas Helper” about 
an elf getting fired for breaking all 
the toys; and a poem called “Twenty- 
Eight Uses For Spaghetti.”

Other poems are perfect for adults 
as well, such as “The Lovetobutcants,” 
a poem about a disease called the 
“lovetobutcants” that prevents 
a person from helping with any 
household chores. Another poem that 
will be most understood by adults 
is called “Unhappy Here,” which is 
about a character who is desperate 
to be mailed away to anywhere but 
where he is.

The entire book is illustrated 
with very simplistic black-and-white 
cartoons. While these cartoons are 
clearly not the work of Leonardo 
Da Vinci, the rough amateur feel to 
the illustrations goes perfectly with 
the lightheartedness of the poems 
they accompany. The illustrations 
often seek to add even more humor 
to the poems, such as a poem called

“The Shot” about a little boy who 
is about to get a shot from a doctor. 
The illustration that goes with the 
poem shows a doctor approaching a 
cowering child with a giant shot that 
is even larger than the doctor holding 
it.

Perhaps the most incredible thing 
about this book is knowing that Shel 
Silverstein passed away in 1999, and 
that this collection of poems will 
most likely be his last. With four 
immensely popular books of poems 
and cartoons, Silverstein will always 
be remembered for his contribution 
to literature and for his ability to 
make both children and adults laugh. 
This book is a prime example, certain 
to make anyone laugh, smile, and 
remember the silliness of being a 
child, just like Silverstein wanted and 
worked for his entire life. He says it 
best in the first poem entitled “Years 
From Now,” which reads:

“Although I cannot see your face 
As you flip these poems awhile, 
Somewhere from some far-off place 
I hear you laughing—and I smile.”
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Video game review: 'Metal Gear Rising: Revengeance'
I MATHIEU ST. CHARLES

Press Staff Writer

“Metal Gear Rising: Revengeance” is an action adventure game by Platinum, the 
developers of “Vanquish” and “Bayonetta.” “Metal Gear” is for Playstation 3 and Xbox 
360. The game starts off in Africa where the main character, Raiden, is talking to the 
prime minister. Raiden is a cyborg from one of the earlier “Metal Gear” games and 
in this game he is the main character. He is a master of the katana or in this case a 
katana with lightning imbued into it. His character design embodies the kind of cool 
that only Platinum can bring. The antagonists in “Metal Gear” are full of personality 
and the interaction between them and Raiden make the cutscenes worth watching. 
This game doesn’t hold back, the language and violence isn’t censored at all and that’s 
another thing that makes this game appealing.

The gameplay for “Metal Gear Rising” is not like other action adventure 
games. Since it is made by Platinum, the character movements will be stylized and 
visually pleasing. Raiden has combos he can perform on his enemies such as a rapid- 
fire kick and a bladed kick. One visual aspect that differentiates this from most 
other games of this genre is the amount of blood and gore when Raiden dispatches 
enemies. This actually adds a level of detail for a feature called blade mode. In blade 
mode, Raiden will go into bullet time and be able to slice his enemies any which 
way he wants and this does serve a purpose. By cutting out the spines of his enemies 
he gains health back. Health doesn’t just automatically regenerate like most games 
nowadays. Instead of blocking enemy attacks, Raiden must parry the attack in the 
opposite direction of where it’s coming from to parry successfully. After a good parry, 
the enemy can be cut to pieces in blade mode. When an enemy is cut in blade mode, 
he is actually cut along that line and will fall apart accordingly. The boss fights are 
noteworthy because they are fast paced and some require use of blade mode to finish 
them off. Another cool feature is that when Raiden defeats a boss character, he gets 
their weapon for later use, just like in the “Mega Man” series. The enemy weapon can 
be selected and used as a heavy attack while his sword is still used as the light attack 
and blade mode. There is just one minor issue with the game: sometimes the camera 
does not cooperate.

The presentation is phenomenal in “Metal Gear” as with all Platinum games. 
The environments are pleasing to look at and have a wide variety of color unlike

many modern shooters. The lighting, color and detail make each scene look real. The 
character designs are unique and really fit in with the game’s aesthetics. For example, 
the second antagonist Raiden fights is Mistral, who has a cyberpunk look and an army 
of robot servants. The music for “Metal Gear” is very fitting and adrenaline filled. It 
adds to the atmosphere of the game and makes boss fights a cinematic experience.

“Metal Gear Rising: Revengeance” has style, fun game and a fast pace.

10/10

IS"~ A second opinion...
It’s possible that sometime in 2008 you heard of a little upstart video game development 

:ompany called Platinum Games. If you didn’t, all you effectively need to know is that 
Platinum is what you get when you take Clover Studios (the masterminds behind “God 
Hand” and “Okami,” both quite good) and add a dash of “Devil May Cry.” This resulting 
studio team is best known for the uber-violent “Madworld” and the absurd and more-than- 
lightly-risque “Bayonetta” (both of which are also quite good), and, with the exception of 
seeming-happy-accident “Infinite Space,” is altogether not known for being subtle about 
inything at all. Now take this team and put them in charge of the latest entry in the “Metal 
Sear” series, also known for its utter lack of subtlety, and tell them to make it even more 
jnsubtle.

Evidently, this is precisely what “Metal Gear” creator Hideo Kojima told Platinum 
:o do, because here we are with “Metal Gear Rising: Revengeance”—the first “Metal Gear” 
:itle to almost completely eschew the series’ stealthy tactical gameplay, favoring instead a 
raucous combination of cyborgs, mechs, and blades that cut through pretty much everything. 
It’s a radical change from what fans of the series have come to expect, but fortunately, the 
quality doesn’t drop an inch.

“Metal Gear Rising” is set four years after the events of “Metal Gear Solid 4: Guns 
af the Patriots,” and puts players into the shoes of Raiden, the series’ token tormented soul 
who isn’t quite so tormented anymore. Raiden is a full-blown cyborg now, with plenty of 
metal on the outside to prove it, and when the African Prime Minister is assassinated while 
ander Raiden’s care, the sword-wielding ninja is off to pursue those responsible. From here, 
:he plotline is standard “Metal Gear” fare, touching on sensitive topics like war-driven 
:conomy and child soldiers, and spiced up with a hefty dose of conspiracy and the series’ 
:rademark drama. It doesn’t pull punches, and it’s sure to spark some conversations for those 
who actually pay attention.

Gameplay is straightforward action this time around, with Raiden’s nano-edged 
tatana shearing through steel as though it was straw. Enemies range from other cyborgs to 
robotic animals to the titular Metal Gear mecha, and there’s enough variety as the game goes 
an to keep players interested. Raiden is equipped with strong and weak attacks, a selection of 
zombos derived from these, a “ninja run” technique for easy parkour and bullet deflection, 
ind the game’s centerpiece: “Blade Mode.” Blade Mode is where the game’s much-discussed 

’‘free-cutting” system comes into play, in which the player can freely line up sword slashes 
in whatever orientation they please. Wherever the sword goes, a clean cut is left behind, and

when the player leaves Blade Mode, all remaining fragments—with a counter encouraging 
players to dice objects and enemies into as many pieces as possible—fall apart with silky 
smooth animation, without so much as a hiccup from the physics engine. If the number of 
explosions that Platinum could put on the screen in “Vanquish” impressed, the free-cutting 
physics of “Rising” absolutely astounds.

Of course, the ability to cleave up robots into a million metallic geometries is flashy 
and all, but it also serves a purpose. When Raiden takes damage—and he probably will—he 
can replenish his energy by ripping the cores out of other cyborgs, and he needs to get a clean 
cut through their center to get to these. Players are also rewarded for successfully severing left 
arms in Blade Mode (the game explains this away surprisingly well).

The final, and perhaps most vital, move in Raiden’s repertoire is a parrying 
technique, and with no devoted dodging ability, mastering this is a must. Platinum did a 
great job of making sure this requires skill—maybe too great. Instead of simply pressing a 
button, players also have to tilt the joystick in the direction an opponent’s attack is coming 
from at the same time. It works, and it’s satisfying to see an enemy’s weapon clink off of 
Raiden’s sword in a flash of blue, but the precise button presses required can be frustrating, 
especially when Raiden is surrounded. Furthermore, when Raiden takes damage, he spends 
just a moment flinching—a moment that enemies are more than happy to take advantage 
of, causing him to flinch again. It’s fantastic incentive simply not to get hit, but sometimes 
taking damage is inevitable, and it can be painfully difficult to escape when cornered. An 
often wonky camera doesn’t help this issue, as it’s tricky to know how to tilt the joystick when 
looking at Raiden from any direction other than directly behind him.

All of the action is presented with the usual Platinum flair. Scripted fight animations 
and cutscenes are suitably over-the-top, and the entire game has a sleek, shiny coat of paint 
that’s easy on the eyes. A few textures are slightly pixilated here or there, but with how fast the 
action moves, most players probably won’t notice.

Platinum’s first effort on another company’s series was quite a jump from their usual 
work, but their entry in the “Metal Gear” franchise is a solid one (pun intended). It’ll be 
clear to their fans that the game isn’t from their own IP, but it oozes the developer’s style, and 
that should be more than enough to satisfy most players. “Metal Gear Rising: Revengeance” 
may not be pure platinum, but it’s certainly still gold.

9/10
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"Slacker" (1991) by Richard Linklater
I KAYLA BELL

Press A&E Editor

“Slacker” begins with a man recounting his latest dream 
to a cab driver. He says that most of his dreams feature at 
least one really weird event—seeing a guy get run over, 
having lunch with Tolstoy, etc.—but this one had nothing. 
Absolutely nothing. Just riding around cities and talking, 
not unlike what he is doing in reality. That dreamer is played 
by Richard Linklater, the film’s writer and director. In this 
opening sequence, he literally sets up the entire premise (or 
point, rather) of Slacker. It is all about how even the most 
trivial events can be compelling, and important. Getting a 
bit deeper, it is about parallel dimensions, as every action, 
no matter its perceived significance, smashes present reality 
into infinite splinters of possible futures. He says that our 
normal mode of perception allows for only a cursory glance 
at this phenomenon; basically, we are bound to the linear 
narrative. However, with aid of a roving camera, passed from 
one character to the next in “Six Degrees” fashion, Linklater 
creates a panorama of possibility, and makes a valiant attempt 
at mapping narrative infinity. For all its grand ambitions, 
though, “Slacker” is still as droll and laid-back as its vast 
ensemble of jobless, tactless pedestrian philosophers.

The setting is Austin, Texas and the year is 1991. 
Generation X is on the cusp of inheriting the Earth. Yet most 
of these twenty-somethings—born at the height of America’s 
great social revolution and weaned on 80s decadence— 
seem burned out and just want to chill. “Slacker” is the term 
that is still used today to define those of this mindset, and 
“Slacker” was the film that first popularized it. Carefully and

unobtrusively it follows these apolitical, apathetic young 
people as they roam the streets of Austin and indulge what 
is perhaps their sole remaining interest: hanging out. Always 
on the move, always engaged, yet never going anywhere, 
nor doing anything, the characters populating the film 
are sometimes so committed to not committing that their 
actions and conversations become downright weird. The 
most famous example of this comes from the “Madonna pap 
smear” scene, in which a young woman (as seen in the iconic 
poster artwork) lurks downtown and tries to sell the results 
of the pop star's procedure to passersby. The camera does 
not discriminate, though—it gives her a voice, and then just 
keeps moving, attracted to next most interesting thing going 
on in the interaction like a magnet to a passing truck. The 
next scene is much the same, and the next, ad infinitum.

This approach to narrative, then, gives the impression of 
genuine limitlessness; even though one character has left the 
frame, it never seems as though they have been encapsulated, 
merely documented in a given moment. The choice of 
sequence—beginning with a brief summary of the film’s 
intent, then being cut loose onto the first scene of intrigue— 
also entertains the idea that the camera could have went on 
forever, the credits being nothing more than the marker of 
a spent budget, rather than a finished concept. “Slacker” 
predicted Linklater’s later philosophical opus “Waking Life,” 
which applies the same laws of the stir-crazy camera, yet takes 
to digitally manipulating reality with surreal imagery and 
direct commentary on the nature of infinity. That film shows

us that life is a dream. This film, in its opening monologue, 
implies that it may very well be a dream, or it may not, but 
that it doesn’t really matter. As far as this particular dreamer 
is concerned, riding around cities and talking are going to 
ensue either way.
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