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NORTHWESTERN MICHIGAN C O__ L L E G E

WHITE PINE PRESS
We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may.

NMC to install new 
locks on classrooms

I DAVID ROOT
Press News Editor

Northwestern Michigan College has 
approved measures aimed at upgrading 
security protocol and hardware throughout 
the college campus. k

NMC’s board of trustees last week approved 
funding for the installation of high quality 
locks for 168 classrooms at a total cost of about 
$35,000. Along with updated locks, the chairs also 
requested that “appropriate security training” be 
conducted for both faculty and staff, which has not yet 
been approved.

After performing an extensive lock audit of the entire 
campus, the college found an alarming number of doors 
with no manual locking mechanism in place, rendering 
the locks useless in the event of an emergency situation.

“A lot of our classrooms do not have interior-accessible 
locks at this time,” said Jim White, Assistant Director 
of Security at NMC. White says that the main goal 
of campus security is to provide the tools necessary to 
respond to any given situation, and that there will soon 
be additional resources on the NMC website.

“You’re going to see by spring, if not sooner, a whole 
lot more educational material on the web as far as 
NMC... [including] basic training from what to do in a 
fire drill (and) how to use a defibrillator device that we 
have throughout our building(s),” said White.

In the event of an emergency such as a shooter on 
campus, these specialized locks serve as a buffer. White 
explains that hypothetically, if classrooms are locked from 
the inside with lights turned off and windows blinded, 
the shooter will most likely not bother breaking into a 
room he’s not even sure is occupied in the first place.

“A lot of these tools are being put out there to assist, 
to give you tools to make a decision,” said White.

“I’m not going to put something out there that 
says ‘beyond all circumstances,p do this.’ I’m going to 
put information out there that’s going to be utilized 
[properly].”

NMC is not alone in this trend. Across the country 
and state, colleges and universities are proposing similar 
responses to the recent influx of school shootings. In 
September of 2012, the University of Michigan began the 
use of metal detectors and bag searches at monthly board 
meetings, as advised by the University’s Department of 
Public Safety.

The proposal to enact new security measures at NMC 
also coincides with SB59, a bill currently waiting to be 
signed or rejected by Governor Snyder. If passed, the bill

J

allow 
concealed 
carry of 
firearms by
properly trained 
individuals on college 
campuses, as well as other 
“no weapons zone” areas.
Other Michigan colleges, like
Mott Community College of 
Flint, have challenged the idea in 
the past, which in 2010 converted an 
entire building oh campus into a fully 
functioning police station as an alternative.

“I’m for anything that makes me less of a 
victim and gives us some tactical advantage,” 
says Mark Ross, Communications instructor 
at NMC, who supports the measure. “If you 
can reduce your target signature, that gives you 
tactical advantage. By being able to lock the 
door and get down where you’re invisible and 
[they] can’t acquire you as a target, that’s a tactical 
advantage.”

Some students, like Abby Bennett, think that the 
new locks will have a negative effect on the perception 
of safety among students. “If someone wants to do it, 
they’re going to do it. They’re going to find a way, and 
I think that the more you instill fear in schools and in 
society.. .1 just don’t think it’s going to help.

I think it will make people focus even more on the 
fact that there are padlocks

and become even more scared.”
In order to coincide with fire code, the locks will be

formatted to open from the inside. Students can also 
expect to see a plethora of information on the NMC 
website within the next few months.

Press Illustration/Christopher LaPierre

The history of Valentines Day Love in the wild The Special Olympics Expanding Horizons
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Altercation on 
NMC Campus

I DAVID ROOT
Press News Editor

An altercation occurred between two student residents of East Hall 
at around 8 p.m. Monday night. Campus security responded to the 
incident, as well as local law enforcement and fire department.

The assailant was arrested and taken in by police, while the victim 
was taken to the hospital with a possible broken nose. He has since been 
released.

It is not clear whether charges have been or will be pressed at time of 
printing.

This marks the first incident between two students in over a year 
wherein an arrest was made, the last of which involving one student 
breaking through an NMC apartment window to perform the assault. 

No alcohol or drugs were involved in the altercation.
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Origami Artist Kuniko Yamamoto at Dennos Museum

On February 22, the Dennos Museum will feature Japan native and origami 
storyteller Kuniko Yamamoto. She has performed across the country using paper 
art to tell traditional folk stories of heroes and mythological creatures. Each show 
averages around 45 minutes, and will start at 6:30 p.m. Her show will open the 
upcoming exhibit “Modern Twist: Contemporary Japanese Bamboo Art.” Admission 
is $6 for adults and $4 for children under 12. NMC students are free.

FAFSA workshops help students apply for aid

Every Friday this February, NMC Financial Aid staff will be helping students 
fill out their financial aid information from 3-6 p.m. in the Osterlin Center for 
Learning. If you wish to attend, be sure to remember your social security card, 
driver’s license, and W2s/2012 tax returns.

US Postal Service to cut Saturday mail delivery

Due to a decrease in funding and an increase in online resources, the US postal 
service will no longer be making mail deliveries on Saturday. Last year, the post 
office reported $15.9 billion in losses, as result of everything from mail to postcards 
going online. Others insist that online companies such as Amazon can help bring 
back the postal service.

Forward on Climate Change Rally

With President Obama in his second term in office, America’s environmentally 
conscious are converging on the National Mall in Washington DC. Taking place 
on Sunday, February 17, it will be the largest rally on climate change in US history. 
With 2012 being the hottest year in United States history, environmentalists are 
urging the president to invest in renewable energy in order to reduce the country’s 
carbon footprint. To attend the rally or to volunteer, go online to actionsierraclub. 
org.

Courts to decide on gay marriage

The state of Illinois is set to vote on the legalization of same sex marriage, with 
the decision being pushed to Valentine’s Day. However, the Supreme Court took the 
case to legalize gay marriage on a national scale, which until now was left solely to 
the states. The final vote will be made sometime in March.

Tsunami damage in Solomon Islands

An underwater earthquake registering at an 8.0 on the Richter Scale occurred 
last week, resulting in a tsunami that struck the Solomon Islands. The seismic event 
took place roughly 360 miles of the coast of Honiara, the island’s capital. Four 
deaths have been confirmed by island officials, and all tsunami warnings have since 
been lifted.
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One Billion Rising
■emalypanek Dancing with a cause
■Press Staff Writer

Today, February 14, 2013, history 
is being made. All around the world, 
mothers, sisters, daughters, grandmothers, 
and the men who love them are taking a 
stand and saying that the violence against 
women needs to end.

Traverse City is joining this movement
-called One Billion Rising—by joining 198 
countries and territories across the globe 
and dancing for a better tomorrow.

According to One Billion Rising’s 
website, one out of three women will 
be raped or beaten in her lifetime. This 
equates to over one billion women, which 
is why One Billion Rising was created.

In other parts of the world, when 
protests are being made, a common 
demonstration is that of dance. In the 
United States, this is not so much the 
case.

“Instead of asking the world to adopt 
our forms of protest, we decided to 
adopt theirs,” said Emily Magner, NMC’s 
Student Life office manager.

This movement is bringing people 
from all walks of life together. High 
schoolers, college students, parents, 
grandparents, their friends and family, 
those who have been raped, and those 
who have lived through violence are 
all coming together to create the first 
worldwide movement of its kind. Those 
joining the movement have passionate 
reasons for doing so.

“I am rising because your pain is my 
pain, your joy is my joy; because we 
are one and we are love,” says Hannah 
Flaugher, 19.

Others know what it is like to be in 
abusive relationships, and are rising to

show that they have survived. Still others 
are rising just to be a part of the cause.

“It’s a fun way to get involved,” says 
Kristina Zywicki, 21, who heard about 
the movement through her gym.

Word of mouth has been invaluable 
in helping this movement reach people 
in the community. After hearing about 
the dance, Zywicki told her friend, who 
then told another friend, who brought her 
daughter with her. The four women are 
more than excited for this Valentine’s Day, 
when they will be “flashmobbing” the 
Grand Traverse Mall.

However, women are not the only ones 
involved in this movement; men from all 
around the world and in our community 
are rising up and taking a stand.

Ken Moody, 63, is a huge supporter of 
women’s rights, and has waited for this 
movement since he was in college. “I have 
a true belief in equal rights for women,” 
says Moody. “It’s just what’s right.”

“I think it’s a good cause, definitely,” 
says 20-year-old Noah Bennett, who was 
brought to the event by friend Abbie 
Nicola, a first year NMC student. Bennett 
agrees that men need to be a bigger part 
of this movement. “They need to hold 
each other accountable. Nobody says 
anything.”

“This is our chance,” says Magner, “to 
get people to say ‘enough is enough’ in 
every community, in every corner of the 
world. That’s a revolution.”

Want to know more? Go to 
onebillionrising.org to watch videos, see 
what is happening around the world, and 
to get all the info on One Billion Rising.

Susan Soffredine Rauser, Agent
3760 N US 31 S

Located directly across from Meijer 
and south of Big Boy! 

Traverse City, Ml 49684 
Bus: 231-421-9596 

susan. rauser. u8 3x@statef a rm.com 
Monday-Thursday 8:30AM - 7PM 

Friday 8:30AM - 5PM 
Saturday 9:00AM - 4PM

Come in for 
a test save.

Total average savings of s480
I'd love to show you some new ways to make your car 
insurance dollars work harder.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there."*
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7.

estate Farm
’Average annual household savings based on national 2010 survey of new policyholders who reported savings by switching to State Farm. 

P090115.1 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
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Valentine’s Day was named after the Roman saint of 
the same name. His association with courtly love start
ed in the Middle Ages, which were actually hundreds of 
years after he died. There are other saints by the name of 
St. Valentine, but the St. Valentine the holiday was named 
for was martyred.

Valentine's Day is set on the feast day of Saint Valen
tine, which was established in 496 AD. It’s the second 
most celebrated holiday in the world, apart from New 
Year’s Day. Romantic love was popular when the holi
day started, and since then is still more or less the same. 
The “gift giving” came a little later but the original mean
ing remained. There is a lot of legend surrounding St. 
Valentine, such as helping soldiers and others marry in 
a time where marriage was forbidden. The notion was 
that marriage would distract soldiers, and a distracted 
army wouldn’t be able to serve the emperor as well. Even 
though the Romans suppressed marriage, people still

found a way to get married because they were passion
ate about it. It was similar to the suppression of same sex 
marriage in today’s world. St. Valentine was put to death 
when it was discovered he was letting these soldiers marry 
(luckily our system is a little nicer than this).

Valentine’s Day, in the recent past, has been more 
about showing affection rather than avoiding Roman au
thorities, but the tradition is still strong. People send mil
lions of Valentine’s Day cards every year. Even though 
mass-produced cards and electronic cards are often used, 
people still write letters to their “Valentines.” Valentine’s 
Day has been referred to as a “Hallmark holiday” or “Sin
gles Awareness Day.” Bitterness towards Valentine’s Day 
seems to be a more recent trend, but it’s definitely gotten 
some attention. Valentine’s Day is the celebration of ro
mantic love, not necessarily being involved with someone. 
Singles Awareness Day plays off the idea that Valentine’s 
Day is solely for couples.

Symbols associated with Valentine’s Day include the 
heart, Cupid and confectionary. Using the heart as a 
symbol of love during Valentine’s Day comes from the 
idea that the heart was is where emotions come from; of 
course, that’s not entirely true, but there is something to 
it. The symbolism behind Cupid has to do with Roman 
Mythology. Cupid is the Roman god of desire and affec
tion, which makes sense on Valentine’s Day.

Other countries have days similar to Valentine’s Day, 
such the Chinese celebration of the Night of Sevens, or 
Qixi. During that night, the cowherd star and the weaver 
maid star cross on the seventh day of the seventh month 
of the Chinese calendar. Some countries banned Valen
tine’s Day or certain symbols of Valentine’s Day because 
of certain beliefs. Despite that, most countries celebrate a 
version of the holiday.
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NMC
University

Center

Choose now. Your tomorrow starts today.

(chose to 
protect £ sen/e

CRIMINAL JUSTICE, B.S.
The Criminal Justice program combines training and education to 
prepare men and women for a professional career in the criminal 
justice system in Michigan and throughout the country. Class work 
is designed to enhance experiential learning and give students a 
balance of practical and theoretical learning they can apply in work 
situations. Students will receive a general education in criminal 
justice with the flexibility of selecting courses to focus on specific 
technical skills. This generalist option prepares graduates to seek 
federal, state and/or local criminal justice agency employment or 
admission to law school or graduate school.

Apply online at www.ferris.edu/statewide.

Call our office at
(231) 995-1734 

or (866) 857-1954 to 
make an appointment with 

an academic advisor.

Ferris State 
University
TRAVERSE CITY
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International student profile: Saurabhi Punhani
I KATERINA CHEKHOVSKIY

Press Staff Writer

Saurabhi Punhani’s life changed dramatically at age 11, 
when her family moved to the United States. In India, she 
lived outside of Delhi with her grandparents and uncle’s 
family, and went to school with her twin cousins of the same 
age. They attended school year-round, and the family got 
together on holidays and weekends.

Saurabhi, who goes by Suzie, immigrated to the United 
States because she had relatives living in Michigan, as well 
as many educational opportunities available in the States; 
getting into college in India is very difficult given the massive 
population and limited space in universities. After moving to 
the U.S., Suzie first attended Leland Public Schools, and is 
now a first—year student at NMC. She is not exactly sure of 
her major or school she will transfer to, but the University 
of Michigan, Michigan State University, and UCLA are all 
prospects.

According to Suzie, there is an immense cultural difference 
between India and the U.S. In India, families are much closer, 
and children do not get much freedom. In their free time, 
besides studying, students enjoy activities such as going to the

FEATURE 05

Location: Southern Asia, 
bordering the Arabian Sea and the 
Bay of Bengal, between Burma 
and Pakistan

Population: 1,205,073,612 
(Second most-populated country 
in the world)

Official Language:
English, though Hindi is the 
most widely-spoken. 14 other 
official languages: Bengali, Telugu, 
Marathi, Tamil, Urdu, Gujarati, 
Malayalam, Kannada, Oriya, 
Punjabi, Assamese, Kashmiri, 
Sindhi, and Sanskrit

Major Religions: Hindu, 
Islam, Christianity, Sikhism

Government: Federal 
Republic

Legal System: Common
, law system based on English 

model, personal law codes based 
on religion; legislative review

Executive Branch:
President, Vice President, and 
Prime Minister: President elected 
by electoral college consisting of 
both parliamentary parties; Prime 
Minister chosen by major party 
in parliament after legislative 
elections

Legislative Branch:

movies, bowling, eating out, ice skating and going to hookah 
bars. Though she misses the closeness of her family and friends 
in India, Suzie enjoys the freedom she has because of living in 
the States, and enjoys American activities like sleepovers, going 
to sporting events, and hanging out with friends. She also likes 
how clean it is in the United States, even in large cities. Her 
favorite thing about America? Barbecued chicken.

Suzie is another example of the many people who move 
to the United States for a better life and more opportunities, 
especially in education, and NMC has been a great place to 
start her journey. Silzie is part of the NMC International Club, 
and NMC’s chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the international 
community college honor society. Suzie enjoys her studies, 
and appreciates the professors, as well as the small class sizes at 
NMC and meeting the other international students studying 
here. Suzie, like many other students, reminds me of how 
blessed we are to have so many educational opportunities in 
the United States, and that NMC’s motto of “Find it Here,” is 
not just a euphemism.

Bicameral Parliament, Sansid, 
consists of the Council of States 
(Rajya Sabha) and the People’s 
Assembly (Lok Sabha). The Rajya 
Sabha has 245 seats, 12 of which 
are appointed by the president, 
and the remainder are chosen 
by elected members of state and 
territorial assemblies; members 
serve six-year terms. Ihe Lok 
Sabha has 545 seats, two of which 
are chosen by the president, the 
rest are elected by popular vote, 
members serve five-year terms.

Judicial Branch: Supreme 
Court, one chief justice and 25 
associate justices; serve until 
age 65 or until “removal for 
misbehavior.”
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Last issue, we asked readers what our next Campus Quotes question should be. 
The staff voted, and the winning question, submitted by Mark Gerlando, was: .

What happened to the good old days?
"The good old kind of put in the 
past; technology kind of took 
over."

-MELISSA ENBODY,

Criminal Justice

"We never left the good old 
days."

—PETER MELICHAR,

Illustration

"They're just gone. With 
this technology thing, it's 
gone, it's never coming 
back."

—LAUREN CORWIN,

Nursing

"Why would I think the good 
old days are gone when I 
can make these the good old 
days?

—GEORGE TOWNSEND,

Undeclared

"They never existed. The 
good old days are a fan
tasy."

-JASON SORENSEN,

CIT Development

Valentine s Day: It loves me, it loves me not
I DOMINIQUE VALENTAGE

Press Staff Writer

Valentine’s Day is terrible. No, really. For those 
who are single, this love-based holiday is a sad 
reminder of their current relationship status making 
them feel forever alone. On the other end of the 
spectrum, couples feel obligated to have the “perfect 
day,” spending obscene amounts of money on 
overpriced flowers, waxy chocolates and corny cards.

And don’t get me started on Valentine’s Day 
proposals. Think you’re the first person to come up 
with that idea? Sorry, but no.

While it is easier for single people to ignore 
the ostentatious displays of pink and red hearts, if 
couples decide to ignore Valentine’s Day, or heaven 
forbid forget it all together, you’re in deep. Trust me, 
it’s not pretty. I’m sure the number of fights couples 
have had on Valentine’s Day surpasses the number of 
successful dates. Why does it seem as if the holiday 
that was meant to bring people in relationships 
together is just tearing them apart?

Don’t get me wrong, I’m not one of those girls 
who wards off men forever (hopeless romantic 
comes to mind). But honestly—when did Valentine’s 
Day turn into “Single’s Awareness Day”? Do you 
really have to acknowledge it? If you’re single, every 
day is single awareness day, and pity dates with your 
best friend or a gift from your mom don’t really help 
either. What’s worse, admitting to the pity date/gift 
or lying about it?

Honestly, think of all the effort you actually 
have to go through to go out in the first place.
First, for girls, you have to put on a tight, skimpy, 
uncomfortable dress. Meanwhile, guys have a hard 
enough time putting pants on. Secondly, there are 
always high expectations from both parties. Women 
expect you to lasso the moon and bring it closer, and 
unless he’s Jim Carrey, don’t hold your breath. Guys? 
Well, they’re just thinking with their head, and not 
the one on their shoulders.

Think about all the things you would rather do 
than go through that. I would rather get lost inside 
of Ikea all day. I would rather listen to Carly Rae 
Jepsen on an infinite loop. I’d even prefer to stick 
my hand in a deep fryer than celebrate V-Day.

Valentine’s Day is great, but only in theory. 
Maybe it could be great, but only if we could 
celebrate “the holiday of love” without the loom 
of spousal resentment in the name of Hallmark 
capitalism. So if you don’t have any plans for the 
14th, don’t worry about it; you can still gorge 
yourself on half-priced candy the next day. Until 
then, just order a pizza from the comfort of your 
own home, pants optional, and make a date with 
your couch. I promise, it’s much better than dealing 
with Valentine’s Day shenanigans.

Wherever you’ve been, wherever you’re going, Grand Valley State University in Traverse City will help get you where you want to be.
• Start fresh or use previously earned college credits • Take classes close to where you work and live
• Convenient evening, hybrid, and online courses • Small class sizes mean personalized attention

Grand\Ai i fy
STATEljNIVERSrrY.

traverse City 
regional Center



 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

AMUSEMENT U /
TRAVERSE CITY .winter . comedyarts festival

H L-—- February 14-17
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BECAUSE ANIMAIS DO
Bung Beetles
* Perhapi one of the 

rangestand sickest presents
given in the animal kingdom, 
the male dung beetle gives his 

up ball of dung, 
to The News

Tribune, it is “a carefully- 
roiled, tangerine-sized ball of 
herbivore dung,” that provides 
a good place for the female 
dung beetle to lay her eggs. 
The ball of dung will also 
provide food her the babies 
when they hatch.

l < Ski
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■a

■ STEPHANIE HUTCHINSON
■Press Staff Writer

Kingfishers
it How many times have you heard the phrase “size doesn’t matter?”
I Well if you’re a female kingfisher, then it really does matter. And not
III just size, but also style and species.
■ According to BBC Nature, the male kingfisher has to catch a fish to

’ impress his mate . He must dive “face first” and present the fish to the
W. Eemale he is interested in.
1 If the fish istoo small, the advance will be “ignored.” But the picky
; females prefer “minnows” jp everything else.
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Nursery Web Spiders
A common present given out on Valentine’s Day is perfume. Wht 

would think that the creepy spider hanging out under vour bed woulc 
have the same idea?

The male nursery spider wraps gifts in silk to draw in a female, 
according to BBC Nature. The gifts are meant to look like prey, bur t 
isn’t always the case.

The males will wrap just about anything in silk to draw in a femalt 
they can’t find prey at the moment. 1 f the male doesn’t have prey in t! 
silk package, he will add “a chemical signal” to distract the female fro 
the truth.

Guys, don’t get anv ideas!
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Penguins
Turns out human women aren’t the 

only creatures that appreciate a nice 
rock for Valentine’s Day. Male penguins i 
try to impress females by' giving them 
the “smoothest pebble” they can find. \

According to Zoo News Digest, if 
the female accepts the rock and puts it 
in her nest, she will mate with him.

But that doesn’t necessarily mean 
she gets to keep it.

“Other males in the group often | 
suffer from ‘pebble envy’ and will ■ 
attempt to steal the best looking .3 
pebbles from other nests to take to ’ JS 
their own female.” . 381

I don’t think human women would 
appreciate that sort of thievery when it 
comes to “their” rocks! ’ a

Bower Birds
While it’s highly unlikely how you decorate your 

home will win you that special someone you’ve got 
your eye on this Valentine’s Day, in the world of 
bower birds, ir’s the home that matters.

The male bower bird constructs a “bower”—a 
sort of intricate archway-on the ground made of 
“twigs, leaves, and moss.” He then decorates it 
“with colorful baubles, from feathers and pebbles 
to berries and shells,” according to PBS.

The bower isn’t made to nest and raise children 
in, however, it’s just meant to “attract and seduce.”

1 f only it was that easy.

One of humans’closest relatives in the «
animal world, chimpanzees, go for the emotional 

I touch.
; Male chimpanzees will “share meat and wild 
j plants” with females that are not related to them, I
■ according to BBC Nature.
1 This behavior does not get an immediate "" 1
■ response from the female chimpanzees, but does <A
\ increase the male’s probability of mating with 1
i that female in the next few months. .V

These chimpanzees are playing the “long Sh-j ij

game,” hoping to gain the female’s affection over 
an extended period of time; however, scientists 
are unsure if females always remember this

lgencrosity- 2

- But sharing is caring, right? |gj

• .. Ss 'i
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A week at the winter Special Olympics Michigan
A chilly morning at the Polar Plunge fundraiser

IDOMINIQUE VALENTAGE
riess Staff Writer

Every year, the Special Olympics hosts 32 Olympic-type summer and winter sports, 
including alpine skiing, aquatics, bowling, cross-country skiing, figure skating, golf, 
soccer, softball, speed skating and volleyball. This year, the games took place February 5 
- 8 at the Grand Traverse Resort and Spa, Schuss Mountain at Shanty Creek, and Howe 
Ice Arena at the Grand Traverse Civic Center. Special Olympics is dedicated to providing 
an outlet for persons with intellectual disabilities, as well as
accepting and welcoming everyone who contributes to the 
organization and events.

According to the organization’s website, “The mission of 
Special Olympics is to provide year-round sports training and 
athletic competition in a variety of Olympic-type sports for 
all children and adults with intellectual disabilities. Athletes 
are given continuing opportunities to develop physical 
fitness and athletic skill, demonstrate courage, experience 
joy, and participate in a sharing of gifts, skills and friendship 
with their families, other Special Olympics athletes, and the 
community.”

There are 20,000 volunteers who contribute their time 
as coaches, sports officials, committee members and on-site 
volunteers in Michigan alone. Since the organization is non
profit, it relies mainly on corporate funding and personal 
gifts. At the State Winter Games this year, for example, the
Wertz Warriors were the presenting sponsor. The Warriors are a group of individuals who 
travel 900 miles on snowmobile over seven days, from Mount Clemens to Petoskey, to 
raise money for the games. Admission to all of the events is always free and everyone is 
encouraged to join the crowd to cheer on the athletes.

While on site at the Grand Traverse Resort and Spa, the volunteers made it really easy 
to navigate the grounds. All of the events were posted and there were signs everywhere. 
Everyone was incredibly friendly and more than willing to stop and talk with you. The

first night featured preliminary games, such as rowing and broom ball, which is almost 
like hockey but instead of sticks the athletes use brooms. There were also activities such as 
ice skating, snowshoeing, and dog sled rides for anyone who wanted to participate.

At the opening ceremony, all of the volunteers lined up at the doors, ready to high 
five and encourage the athletes to do their best. There was festive music and signs hung 

from every wall. Once everyone was seated, the flags were 
brought in and the national anthem was sung by one of the 
participants. Everyone was on their feet singing along and 
many tears were shed. After the ceremony, the Wertz Warriors 
were introduced and they paraded onto the stage. The 
highlight of the evening was the lighting of the torch, when 
an athlete proudly marched down the aisle to the stage where 
a faux torch was lit. All throughout the events, family and 
friends cheered the athletes to victory. Everyone was just there 
to do their absolute best, and even if they didn’t win, all of the 
athletes were superstars, living up to the theme of this year’s 
games.

Everyone let go and just had fun. Parents, volunteers and 
athletes all danced with one another. There was even a conga 
line.

After the games ended, the Grand Traverse Resort held 
the Law Enforcement Torch Run 2013 Polar Plunge, in

which participants raised money for the Special Olympics by jumping into a freezing 
cold pool of water. Costumes were encouraged, and most were very clever. Bystanders 
cheered as participants paraded down to the pool to bravely take their plunge, many of 
them rushing to the ladder as quickly as possible afterwards to make a mad dash for the 
clubhouse, surely a comical way to promote a great cause.

For more information on Special Olympics of Michigan and the Winter Games, go to
www.somi.ora
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I KATERINA CHEKHOVSKIY
Press Staff Writer

This summer, NMC’s Outreach 
Services department is helping to 
coordinate five short-term study abroad 
trips for students, as part of the college’s 
global initiative. Students will have the 
opportunity to travel to Russia, Costa 
Rica, Peru, England, and Wales. While 
the department focuses on three main 
components (the military, international 
opportunities, and high school services), 
NMC’s Outreach Services has one major 
goal: to offer global competency for all 
NMC students.

NMC offers short-term study abroad 
programs as a “stepping stone” to 
building lasting partnerships with global 
universities, and is currently partnered 
with the Earth University in Costa Rica, 
the Peoples Friendship University in 
Russia, and the University of Hertfordshire 
in the UK. The college is also currently 
investigating a partnership with Amazonas 
State University in Brazil.

The international trips to Peru, Russia, 
Costa Rica, England, and Wales will focus 
on language and culture studies. Students 
taking part in the trips are able to apply for 
the Global Opportunity Fund Scholarship, 
founded by NMC President Tim Nelson

what am I going to do? whclt should I tell
him? how do I get medical care? can I

stay in school? should i keep my baby? 
what about adoption?

We care... and we can help.

For free, confidential 
answers to your questions 
about being pregnant, call 
Child and Family Services at

Child & Family Services

Strengthening the Fabric of the Family Since 1937

Expanding Horizons
Students gain global awareness through studies abroad
and his wife Nancy Johnson, to help meet 
expenses for their trip, though many funds 
have already been allocated for this year.
To receive funds, students must also have 
their FAFSA application completed.

Students traveling to Costa Rica will 
participate in the Freshwater Studies 
Internship at the “environmentally 
progressive” Earth University from May 
31 to June 14. Constanza Hazelwood, 
outreach coordinator and educator at the 
Great Lakes Water Studies Institute, has 
led the program since she started it years 
ago. Students work in the field with many 
local communities, making it more of an 
internship than a tourist trip.

“The internship experience in Costa 
Rica is an immersion opportunity to learn 
about sustainable practices in integrated 
farms and, at once, to advance Spanish 
proficiency,” said Hazelwood. “This is our 
third summer internship in Costa Rica 
and I can only say that every year the 
itinerary and the experience gets better. 
Our partnership with Earth University is 
growing stronger and we are now offering 
more opportunities for their students to 
come visit our NMC campus.”

The cost of the trip includes $700 for

01 imOI uTWcS'ieiiT Iv'iiCi'iiyafi

airfare (subject to change) and $2,300 for 
ground transportation, meals and housing. 
Students must enroll in ENV 290 and 
SPN IT]K to participate.

The trip to England will focus on 
British culture and heritage and the 
Aviation Industry overseas. Steve Ursell, 
head of the NMC International Aviation 
Program and a native of Britain, took a 
group of students on a similar trip in the 
summer of 2011. This year, from August 
11 to August 25, students will travel to the 
University of Hertfordshire, just north of 
London. Additionally, students will go to 
Goodwood Estate, the seat of the Dukes 
of Richmond, and have a chance to see 
the Home of the Royal Navy and Royal 
Marines in London and Portsmouth. The 
course includes lecture on Aviation in the 
UK, Wing Design project, and Glider 
and Power Aircraft Flying. Currently, 10 
NMC students have signed up, and there 
are two spots left. This opportunity is open 
to all NMC students, not only those in 
the Aviation program. Interested students 
can contact Steven Ursell, NMC Head 
of International Aviation Program via 
sursell@nmc.edu.

The Nautical Archaeology Society 
(N.A.S.) in Northwestern Michigan is 
organizing a nine day field school in 
Wales. From June 18 to June 27, the 
anthropology department at NMC will 
partner with the Malvern Archaeological 
Diving Unit to provide field-work 
opportunities to study Maritime 
Archaeology. Students will get the 
opportunity to survey shipwrecks and gain 
experience in recovery and interpretation 
of archaeological evidence. The total 
cost of the trip is $2,499 per person, 
including accommodation, meals, and 
transportation for the week, with students 
taking responsibility for airfare costs. For 
more information about the trip or taking 
the class for academic credit, students may 
contact Dr. Mark Holley at 989—307— 
9651, or attend the next student meeting 
on Monday, February 18, in SH 104, 
4:30-5:30p.m.

Jim Bensley, who is coordinating the 
May 9-18 short-term study abroad trip 
to Peru, wanted to expand the learning 
of his HUM 116 World Cultures class, 
and decided to offer his spring semester 
students an experience in an area of the 
world his class studies. The trip is being 
arranged through Casterbridge Tours, 
and will focus on cultural immersion. 
Students will travel to Machu Picchu, 
Sacsayhuaman, the Museo de la Nacion 
in Lima, and participate in various 
local activities. The group will have 
opportunities to visit a farm in the Andes, 
cook with locals, attend local markets, 
work with an anthropologist, explore 
ancient sites, and experience local food,

music, and dance.
Jim Coughlin, engineering professor 

at NMC, has been coordinating student 
trips to Russia through Michigan State 
University since 1998, and independently 
through NMC since 2007. NMC has built 
a long-lasting partnership with the Peoples 
Friendship University in Moscow, Russia, 
one of the top universities in the country. 
The university has 35,000 students 
of 450 ethnicities, including 15,000 
international students, and is famous for 
its international efforts.

NMC will be offering two short term 
study abroad programs (one two and a half 
weeks long, the other six weeks) in Russia 
this summer. The two week program 
will focus on the language and culture 
of Russia. Before the trip, students will 
attend a six-week class taught by Zlata 
Champion, a native Russian speaker, 
which will focus on basic language skills. 
Students can choose to take the class 
either as HUM 221 or SOC 221, each 
counting as four credits. After the six-week 
class, students will continue the class by 
studying Russian culture while traveling to 
Vologograd, St. Petersburg, and Moscow.
In Volgograd, students will spend three 
days visiting the WWII memorial to learn 
about the 27 million Russian casualties. 
Amy Johns, a student who participated in 
the program, described her experience at 
the memorial, in 2012.

“My favorite part of the trip was 
Volgograd,” Johns said. “We visited the 
Mamaev Kurgan Memorial on Victory 
Day, May 9, and it was very moving. The 
statues of Mother Russia, the Protector, 
and the Mourning Mother are very 
dramatic in their own right, but to walk 
uphill toward the Mother Russia statue 
with thousands of people who had 
certainly lost (at least!) husbands, fathers, 
sons, or uncles and were telling their 
children of the family’s history of hardship, 
loss, and patriotism all around us was like 
nothing I had experienced before. America 
views World War II from a distance. We 
were in the war but it occurred far 
away. History happened right where we 
were standing, and that is something that 
can only be felt if you are there in person.”

After Volgograd, students will spend 3 
days in St. Petersburg, visiting the Peterhof 
Palace, the Hermitage Museum (one of the 
largest museums in the world), Yekaterina’s 
Palace, and get a chance to climb the 300 
steps of St. Isaac’s Cathedral. The trip 
will take place during “Belliye Nochi,” 
meaning it will be daylight 24 hours a 
day. After St. Petersburg, the remaining 
week and a half will be spent in Moscow, 
continuing the course that will extend 
throughout the whole trip. Students will 
be taught English by Russian nationalists, 
and will stay in apartments on campus.
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They will also visit the Kremlin, Red Square, St. Basil’s Cathedral, and the Christ the 
Savior Cathedral. Typically, for every four to five students, an English speaking Russian 
guide is provided to help facilitate the students’ needs. Students will experience the 
metro, the Pushkin Museum, the Altar for Stalin, and will even get to see Lenin, who 
died in 1924. The total cost for the trip is $3,400.

The six-week program allows students the opportunity to take a much broader 
selection of courses including many math courses, physics, Russian language, a variety 
of engineering courses and more, and is often attended by students who partake in the 
two-week experience as well. Usually 12-15 students from NMC travel and have the 
opportunity to take courses at the main campus of the university. Classes are taught in 
English by international professors, and students will be able to pay NMC tuition rates. 
The total cost is not yet calculated, but is estimated at about $4,300. An information 
meeting will be held in SH217, on February 21, 2013, from 5:30-8:30 p.m., for the 
Russia Study Abroad Presentation. The first hour will be information related to the 
trip including course offerings, expenses, and the trip itinerary, followed by the movie 
“Enemy at the Gates.” For more information on the trip to Russia, contact Jim Coughlin 
via jcoughlin@nmc.edu.

NMC’s purpose for offering these global opportunities is to allow students to 
investigate, explore, and integrate with other cultures. Studies at the University of 
Georgia show that first generation students who study abroad have higher GPAs and a

higher graduation rate, and Outreach Services finds that an encouraging prospect for 
NMC.

“The more international experience students obtain, the broader their understanding 
of the world in which they live, study, and work,” said Bensley.

Amy Johns reflects on her experience'in Russia as not only revealing of a new 
culture, but making her much more aware of her own. Russia has become part of her 
consciousness.

“When you never visit any other culture, you look at the way things are done at home 
and say to yourself, ‘This is the way this is done.’ You have no concept that it could be 
done or looked at in another way,” said Johns. “After you travel, you say about your own 
country, ‘This is the way we do it. But not everyone does it this way.’ Perceptions are 
broadened. I would encourage any student to travel abroad for so many reasons, but I 
think mostly to have true appreciation of our own country. I am so thankful that I had 
the opportunity to go.”

For more information on study abroad opportunities, contact the office of 
Outreach Services 995—2524.
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Zakey Middle Eastern Cuisine
I DOMINIQUE VALENTAGE

Press Staff Writer
All down Front Street, there are plenty of places to choose from to grab a bite 

to eat. But what if you’re looking for something different? Something fresh and 
new? Look no further than Zakey. When you step inside, you’re transported to 
the Middle East. The walls are adorned with photographs of faraway lands as 
well as a mural of the Taj Mahal, a belly dancer and a camel. Beautiful tapestries 
hang from the ceiling over the booths; it’s truly a sight to see. The staff is friend
ly and seem genuinely pleased to be working there. Zakey serves Middle East
ern cuisine and is gluten-free as well as vegan friendly. They also have live belly 
dancing on Friday and Saturday nights starting at 7:00 p.m.

Appetizers range from $4.99 to $7.99 and include the Middle Eastern Mazza 
Plate, which comes with an assortment of hommous, tabouli, baba ganouge, fa- 
toush, falafel, cucumber yogurt and pita bread. This is a great appetizer for the 
table to share and have a sampling of dishes. Sandwiches are $4.99 to 6.99 and 
include falafel pita (a personal favorite of mine), as well as a Mediterranean 
hamburger, which comes wrapped in a-pita instead of a bun. Entrees run $9.99 
to 15.99. All are served with pita bread and a choice of two of the following: cu
cumber yogurt salad, Arabic salad, fatoush, tabouli, sauteed vegetables, soup or 
fries with mixed vegetables. I suggest the roasted lamb marinated in olive oil, Press Photo Courtesy of DOMINIQUE VALENTAGE
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garlic and fresh lemon juice. It also comes with an amazing garlic butter condi
ment that you can spread over your lamb or pita. The meat is tender and flavor
ful and a great combination with tabouli and hommous, which is house made 
and downright delicious. I also tried the Shwarma Platter with lamb, which was 
absolutely fantastic. You have a choice of lamb or chicken shwarma served over 
rice, seasoned onion and tahini, and hommus and pita. This is an excellent en
tree if you love different textures and flavors all in one bite. While there are a 
few options for dessert, for me ordering the baklava was a no brainer. This flaky 
pastry is filled with a honey pistachio mixture and is to die for. They’re cut into 
smaller portions so you can share. Three pieces are only $4.99.

Zakey is located on 149 East Front Street, Traverse City, Michigan, 49686. 
They’re open Monday through Thursday I lam - 8 pm; Friday and Saturday 11 
am — 9 pm and are closed on Sunday during the winter. You can visit their web
site www.zakeytc.com or call at (231) 421 — 5472.

Restaurant Rating: Love it! 
Price Review: $$
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Ratchet & Clank Collection
I MATHIEU ST. CHARLES

Press Staff Writer

The HD “Ratchet & Clank” remake is probably what most PlayStation gamers needed 
but didn’t know they needed it. I speak from experience. “Ratchet & Clank Collection” is 
a PlayStation 3 remake of the first three games, originally for the PlayStation 2: “Ratch
et & Clank,” “Ratchet & Clank: Going Commando” and “Ratchet & Clank: Up Your 
Arsenal” (yes, those are innuendos). The series stars Ratchet, a furry creature known as a 
“lombax,” and his robot sidekick Clank. They travel throughout the galaxy fighting evil 
and saving the populations of many planets. The games’ storylines tend to revolve around 
Ratchet and Clank having to defeat a main villain or faction, such as the “Blarg” in the 
original game. The stories are lighthearted and have many jokes for all ages. Overall, the 
story is enjoyable and the characters are memorable.

The gameplay is standard third-person platformer-shooter, which is developer Insom
niac’s strong point. (Insomniac also made the Spyro series for the original PlayStation, 
which was popular amongst many gamers.) The core gameplay is relatively the same in all 
three “Ratchet & Clank” games, but there are differences that make each one worth play
ing. The first game has a wide variety of weapons from machine guns and rocket launch
ers to a glove that lets you throw bombs that explode into little minions, who then run at 
the enemy. There is even a ray that turns enemies into chickens, and a giant metallic box
ing glove called the Walloper. The other two games have unique weapons such as the Lava 
Cannon, which fires chunks of molten stone, and the Miniturret glove, which lets play
ers deploy turrets. In “Ratchet & Clank” 2 and 3, the weapons can be upgraded, adding 
RPG elements—and these weapon upgrades are more than just a scope or an extra clip 
of ammo. In “Ratchet & Clank: Going Commando,” players can go on mining missions 
to collect ore and sell it for money. The currency in the game is “bolts,” and the play
er will need a lot of them to buy all the weapons in the game. Another gameplay feature 
that makes the game worth playing is the puzzles. There are certain gadgets that let the 
player activate puzzles that, in turn, help the player get through the game or open access 
to areas not previously available. “Ratchet & Clank” 2 and 3 also feature different control 
schemes, so players can really adjust the game to their play styles, and include hidden In
somniac Museums, which are only available when playing the game at 3 a.m. The muse
ums include extras and commentary. Other extra features can be found as well, and with

skill points (earned by performing tricky challenges) the player can unlock more bonus 
content.

The game is presented in a cartoon-like style, and the graphics still hold up to this da- 
The only apparent change was an upgrade to HD, maintaining the games’ original pleas
ing aesthetics. The levels in the game are varied and open, each with a unique look to 
keep the game fresh. “Ratchet & Clank” is a great series overall, and I would recomment 
this upgraded collection to anyone who is nostalgic about the days of PlayStation 2 plat
formers or simply wants a lighthearted game that doesn’t take itself too seriously.

9/10

"The Graveyard Book"
I STEPHANIE HUTCHINSON

Press Staff Writer

“The Graveyard Book” by Neil Gaiman is a story about 
a boy who grows up in a graveyard, raised by ghosts and 
other creatures of the supernatural realm.

One night, a mysterious and dangerous man enters a 
home, killing almost everyone inside. His target is a baby, 
but when he goes to the child’s room last, he finds that the 
child is no longer there—he has escaped, crawling all the 
way to the graveyard. The ghosts who reside there realize 
what has happened and decide to raise and protect the 
child from his would-be murderer.

They name him “Nobody Owens.”
“Nobody” doesn’t have many problems living in the 

graveyard, where the ghosts see to his education and 
entertainment. But as “Nobody” gets older, he wants 
to start seeing the outside world, and that is when his 
problems begin. Somebody out there wants “Nobody 
Owens” dead, and they have waited a long time to get 
their chance to make it happen.

“The Graveyard Book” is a wonderful page-turner. It 
is written for an audience of young adolescents, with a 
very simple vocabulary and even some pictures to move 
the story along. However, even though the novel was 
written for adolescents, it is a book that appeals to a wider 
audience, adults included.

The best thing about the novel is the creativity put into 
the characters. It isn’t hard, near a graveyard, for a person’s 
imagination to go a little wild, but Gaiman took it to

a whole other level. Each ghost in the graveyard where 
“Nobody” grows up has a unique and interesting history 
that provides some authenticity to the setting.

You can’t really think of a graveyard without thinking 
of terrifying supernatural creatures, and Gaiman brings 
them in as if you knew them all along. They are vividly 
imagined and portrayed throughout the pages of “The 
Graveyard Book.”

Even the people outside of the graveyard are as 
interesting as people can really be, which is saying 
something, since next to ghosts, ghouls, and vampires, 
what human being can really steal the spotlight?

The story can be spooky at times, but it can also be 
very amusing. There are twists and turns that leave the 
reader shocked and flipping back to figure out how they 
missed any clues.

This is a story where “Nobody” really comes of age— 
his childhood, while not boring, doesn’t have the same 
adventure that he takes on as an adolescent. “Nobody” 
also learns a lot of lessons on his way toward being grown 
up.

Perhaps the one complaint is that the novel has several 
parallels to the “Harry Potter” series by J.K. Rowling. 
There are orphans being raised by someone other than 
their parents, magic and the supernatural, an adventure 
that begins near adolescence, and a villain who really 
“creates his own enemy.” While not screamingly obvious,

any major “Harry Potter” fan would think they are 
reading some sort of short alternative version of their 
beloved series.

Overall, a very interesting, creative and character 
driven novel that is well worth the time it takes to read.
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Movie Review: Parental Guidance
I KAYLA BELL

Press A&E Editor

“Parental Guidance” is not a stupid family comedy.
Not once do any of its characters use phrases like “In 
da house,” nor does it contain a single fart joke. Here 
is a movie that achieves laughs not through crude or 
loud triggers, but actual humor. And though the sappy 
cue music is ever present in more intimate moments, 
empathy is never dragged from us with a forced grip. 
Rather, it is choked out in instances of identifying the 
family onscreen with our own. This is more than can be 
said of this year’s Oscar contenders, which seem more 
interested in controlling and measuring emotions than 
letting them spill from audiences and make a mess of the 
place. All this from a movie engineered to be forgotten, 
to act as an awards season daycare for those too unrefined 
to comprehend more apparent works of art like “Silver 
Linings Playbook” or “Django Unchained.” I say let 'em 
have their awards; I’m ready for an unpretentious good 
time at the movies, for once.

The story follows three very different generations of the 
same family as they attempt to understand each other and 
get along. We are first introduced to Artie Decker (Billy 
Crystal), a small-time baseball announcer with dreams 
of doing it for the majors, and Diane (Bette Middler), 
a former weather girl who seems to spend a great deal 
of time just trying to survive her husband’s frustrated 
ambitions. They are an older generation stranded in a 
modern America gone nuts. The next branch down is 
more acquainted with the madness: Artie’s daughter Alice 
(Marisa Tomei), along with her husband, a computer

programmer, represent late 20th century breaking away to 
the extreme. And their three children are an even greater 
stretch. Born under the shadow of terrorism and educated 
on the iPad, these hi-tech, high functioning kids aren’t just 
another Baby Mozart parody, but a frighteningly accurate 
portrayal of our country’s strange new youth.

As interesting as each individual bracket may be, 
“Parental Guidance” is nothing without the great, 
disastrous blend. When Artie and Diane are called to 
babysit their grandchildren—who begrudgingly refer to 
them as “the other grandparents”—mass intergenerational 
panic ensues. They are reserved, cynical, and even a little 
scared of the ultra-liberal parenting methods employed by 
Alice and her husband, who has gone so far as to create 
a smart house program designed to uphold safety and 
sensitivity at all times. The middle parents are equally 
as hesitant to let the brash, old American influence that 
preceded them into the feel-good playpen that their 
children occupy. The kids, however, are so wrapped up 
in their forced extracurriculars—viola lessons, speech 
therapy, and so forth—that they scarcely notice, so long 
as the delicate world they have been born into goes 
undisturbed. As you might expect, it most certainly 
doesn’t. By the midpoint, not only are there no more self
esteem video games or “soysages,” there are cake fights, 
half-pipes, and kangaroo funerals.

The themes are timely, the satire much sharper 
than one might expect, and the tenderness sometimes 
overwhelming. “Parental Guidance” is a beautiful

movie. It is indeed riddled with cliches, but even those 
are effectively rendered and never obfuscate the deep 
resonance that makes the experience so enjoyable and 
memorable. Is it the kind of thing the Oscars typically 
go for? Of course not. But must it be? It’s something of a 
shame that movies like this have become trench coat and 
baseball cap affairs for “serious moviegoers.” Take it from 
me, if you have or have ever had a family of any kind, this 
movie will uplift you.

parentalGUIDANCX^

PEOPLE COME HERE BECAUSE THEY’RE LOOKING FOR SOMETHING. Its all about discovery. What they 

find is a challenge—something unexpected—that opens up new frontiers. Those discoveries will be 

explored with new friends and by looking at things in new ways. Go West. Discover. Explore. This is one 

of America’s great universities A lot of people who have become successful—skilled, happy, wealthy and 

powerful—started by heading West.

Western Michigan University. It’s your turn to GRAB THE REINS.
Western Michigan 

University
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