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NMC students expand their 
horizons through volunteer
IEMALY PANEK vacations

Press Staff Writer
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get away from all responsibilities and 
relax on the beach. For those willing to 
go the extra mile and participate in the 
Alternative Spring Break (ASB) Program 
at NMC, it is a ‘volunteer vacation’ which 
provides a week of invaluable experiences.

This year, student leaders Danica 
Makowski and Sarah Smith are working 
with representatives at United Way to 
organize another trip to New Orleans.
The two, joined by eight other students, 
travelled there last year to help rebuild 
communities by insulating, drywalling 
and painting houses. At the end of 
March, 16 students and two United Way 
coordinators will make the trip again.

Joe Sanok, a personal counselor at 
NMC and also the adviser for the ASB 
program, says that students must go 
through an application and interview 
process in order to participate. This is 
to ensure that all students attending are 
100% committed to the volunteer work 
at hand. Sanok also says that the program 
focuses on “students who want a new 
experience.”

The students who do go on ASB must 
fundraise $500 apiece.

“It’s a lot of work,” says Danica 
Makowski, student leader of ASB. 
“Students have to participate.”

ASB fundraising includes activities 
around campus—such as a booth at Pine 
Palooza—and the community, a couple

February 11 at the US 31 La Senorita, 
the ASB students will be hosting a “give 
back,” where a certain amount of the 
proceeds from the day will go towards the 
fundraiser. There will also be a Monopoly 
tournament on Saturday, March 2 at the 
Grand Traverse Resort and Spa where 
the winner will receive $500 cash. (To 
register, visit: www.unitedwaynwmi.org.)

Together, the advisors and student 
leaders are looking to increase the number 
of students in the program for years to 
come. In Sarah Smith’s view, ASB is not 
only about going to help people, it is 
about building lasting connections and 
relationships with people who share the 
same goals. Smith, who just finished her 
ASA, loved the trips so much in past 
years that she says, “I paid my tuition this 
semester just to go.”

In Sanok’s eyes, these trips 
are invaluable in learning “social 
responsibility” and becoming more of a 
“world citizen.”

The trip is more than just work. 
Students also have an opportunity to go 
on tours around the area and to learn 
important history about where they 
are volunteering. Makowski said that it 
is much better than the typical Spring 
Break, and that “it is worth sacrificing 
that kind of vacation for.”

Corrections
In our previous issue, the review of Om Cafe was attributed to 

Mathieu St. Charles. It was actually written by Dominique Valentage, 
whom we also failed to include in our masthead.

The article about the French tax bill was written by Mathieu St. 
Charles, but he should have been listed as a staff writer, not news 
editor. That position is held by David Root.

Similarly, the review of “The Man Without a Past” was written by 
Kayla Bell, but she should have been listed as the A&E editor, not a 
staff writer.

Finally, the name of our editor-in-chief was listed as Michael 
Robinson on the back page. His surname is actually Robertson.

Needless to say, we sure feel silly.
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NMC student gets fresh 
start
B NICOLE WILD MAN

Press Managing Editor
Kearstin Prevo ran into 

some serious trouble just 
before the start of the spring 
semester. Prevo, an 18-year- 
old NMC student, had 
invested her entire savings into 
her car, equipping it with new 
tires and brakes, when the 
car’s engine blew up, leaving 
her with no transportation. 
Enrolled full-time in a pre
med program while also 
working part time at'Hollister 
in Traverse City, Prevo must 
commute to and from Bellaire 
seven days a week. She also 
helps her parents, who work 
nights, by taking her brothers 
'to school every morning and 
making dinner for them in the 
evenings. In addition to two 
teenage brothers, ages 14 and 
17, Prevo also helps to care for 
her five-year-old step-brother 
three days each week.

When an area physician 
donated a 2001 Ford 
Windstar minivan to 
NMC’s Automotive Service 
Technology Program this fall, 
the faculty and students knew

what they wanted to do with 
it: give it away to someone 
deserving. With help from 
the NMC Motorsports Club 
(a student group), the team 
spent hours of their personal 
time over winter break to 
get the car running in top 
condition. They gave the car a 
full inspection, put new brakes 
on it, even detailed it and did 
some minor body work. The 
vehicle also received a new set 
of tires, donated by Randy’s 
Olde Town Service in Traverse 
City. While they worked, they 
kept a lookout for someone 
truly in need, and truly 
deserving, of their intended 
gift.

When they heard Prevo’s 
story, the benefactors knew 
they [had] found the right 
person. But instead of 
contacting Prevo, Wayne 
Moody, program coordinator 
for the Auto Tech Department 
and Adviser for the 
Motorsports club, contacted 
Prevo’s mother, Laura Littell, 
and the two of them came up

with a plan to surprise Prevo. 
Under the guise of picking 
up a part for her own car, 
Littell brought Prevo to the 
Auto Tech garage. Moody 
led the two women into a 
garage packed full of students, 
faculty, and several reporters 
and photographers. After 
handing Prevo an ice scraper, 
Moody told her he wasn’t sure 
if the ice scraper would be of 
much use to her, then told her 
that he and the team wanted 
to help her out—then he 
gestured to the car.

“Are you serious? ... Crazy,” 
Prevo said. “This is amazing.”

Everyone applauded as 
Prevo sat in her new car and 
started it up. Many attendees 
got emotional, including 
Prevo’s mother, who expressed 
pride in her daughter’s 
acco mplishmen ts.

“You’ve done a lot, not just 
for Kearstin, but for our whole 
family ... I don’t know how 
to show the gratitude I feel,” 
Littell said.

Congressmen want explanation of 
Reddit co-founder's prosecution

BMATT PEARCE
LA Times

(MCT) Two of Congress’ top 
watchdogs have asked the Justice 
Department to explain its prosecution 
of Aaron Swartz, the co-founder 
of the social news site Reddit, who 
committed suicide Jan. 11. Swartz,
26, was facing the possibility of 
years in prison for downloading 
millions of academic articles from a 
pricey scholarly database, JSTOR, 
via the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology’s network. JSTOR 
declined to press charges, but 
U.S. attorneys pressed ahead with 
a prosecution anyway. After the 
death of the popular “hacktivist,” 
his family and girlfriend said the 
U.S. attorney’s office in Boston had 
“hounded” Swartz to his death. The 
ensuing backlash—from both critics 
of U.S. computer-crimes laws and 
of aggressive prosecutorial tactics— 
has now drawn formal bipartisan 
involvement from Rep. Darrell Issa,
R-Calif., and Rep. Elijah Cummings,
D-Md., the top Republican and the 
minority Democrat leader on the U.S.
House Committee on Oversight and 
Government reform. In a Monday 
letter to U.S. Attorney General Eric 
Holder, which was obtained and 
posted online by CNet.com, Issa 
and Cummings requested a briefing 
by Feb. 4 on the decision from 
U.S. Justice Department officials to 
prosecute the case. “Many questions 
have been raised about the appropriate 
level of punishment sought by 
prosecutors for Mr. Swartz’s alleged 
offenses, and how the Computer 
Fraud and Abuse Act, cited in 11 of 
13 counts against Mr. Swartz, should 
apply under similar circumstances,” 
the pair wrote in their letter. They 
noted that prosecutors had filed 
amended charges that upped the 
case’s maximum penalties to 50 years 
in prison. In Issa and Cummings’

request, they asked to know what 
influenced prosecutors’ decision 
to charge Swartz the way they did; 
whether Swartz was being singled 
out for his open-Web advocacy; 
how the charges compared with 
those in similar cases; what plea 
deals were offered, and why; and 
whether there was evidence that 
Swartz had committed other hacks. 
The U.S. attorney for Massachusetts, 
Carmen Ortiz, has defended her 
office’s prosecution of Swartz and 
thought that a proffered plea deal 
for six months of prison time was 
appropriate. A spokeswoman for 
Ortizs Office did not immediately 
respond to a request for comment 
on the oversight leaders’ letter; she 
also did not respond to a request 
for comment on a similar letter 
sent to Holder on Jan. 18 by Sen.
John Cornyn, R-Texas, who asked 
whether the prosecution of Swartz 
was retaliation for his abundant 
open-records requests. One such 
request turned up records from an 
FBI inquiry on whether Swartz had 
broken any laws by mass-downloading 
records from PACER, the federal 
government’s court-records service, 
which has a fee-based access for public 
filings. As with the JSTOR articles, 
Swartz had sought to republish the 
documents online and without pay 
walls. Rep. Zoe Lofgren, D-Calif., has 
proposed legislation called Aaron’s 
Law that would modify the Computer 
Fraud and Abuse Act—which 
prohibits “having knowingly accessed 
a computer without authorization 
or exceeding authorized access”—to 
modify what some say are the law’s
draconian punishments.___(c)2013
Los Angeles Times Visit the Los 
Angeles Times at www.latimes.com 
Distributed by MCT Information 
Services
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04 NEWS
Twitter says government requests 

for user information are rising

January 31, 2013
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ WHITE PINE PRESS
A comprehensive look at 
e-cigarettes

I JESSICA GUYNN
L.A. Times

Twitter said Monday that requests 
from governments around the globe 
for information on its users jumped 
nearly 20 percent in the second half 
of 2012. The company said it received 
1,009 requests from July through 
December, up from 849 in the first 
half of the year. “Over the course of 
2012, we saw a steady increase in 
government requests (with a slight 
decline in copyright takedown notices). 
All signs suggest that these government 
inquiries will continue to climb into 
the foreseeable future,” Twitter noted. 
This is Twitter’s second “transparency” 
report. It revamped the report to make . 
it more like Google’s and timed the 
release to “Data Privacy Day.” “It is 
vital for us (and other Internet services) 
to be transparent about government 
requests for user information and 
government requests to withhold 
content from the Internet; these 
growing inquiries can have a serious 
chilling effect on free expression _ and 
real privacy implications,” Twitter legal

what am I going to do? what should I tell
him? how do I get medical care? can I

stay in school? should i keep my baby? 
what about adoption?

policy manager Jeremy Kessel wrote in 
a blog post. “It’s our continued hope 
that providing greater insight into 
this information helps in at least two 
ways: first, to raise public awareness 
about these invasive requests; second, 
to enable policymakers to make more 
informed decisions. All of our actions 
are in the interest of an open and safe 
Internet.” Twitter said most of the 
requests—815—came from the United 
States. The company complied—at 
least in part—with 69 percent of those 
requests. Typically the requests involved 
user account information for criminal 
investigations or cases. In the U.S., 
Twitter said, 60 percent of the requests 
used subpoenas, while 19 percent used 
a search warrant and 11 percent a court 
order. Twitter said it informs users 
about the requests except when barred
from doing so by law.___ (c)2013 Los
Angeles Times Visit the Los Angeles 
Times at www.latimes.com Distributed 
by MCT Information Services

I MATHIEU ST. CHARLES
Press Staff Writer

Electronic cigarettes 
are becoming better 
known, but what exactly 
are they? They look like 
normal cigarettes, but they 
are completely different 
on the inside. In a pack 
of e-cigarettes, there 
are usually around five, 
depending on which ones 
you get. E Cigarettes run 
on batteries and come with 
a USB charger. You can 
even get them in different 
flavors like pina colada or 
cherry.

According to bluCigs, 
an e-cigarette company, 
e-cigarettes are cheaper 
than the standard 
cigarettes. They claim 
on average, one will save 
around $1200 per year. 
Because the only bi
product of an e-cigarette is 
water vapor, there is no ash 
or smell, and bluCigs even 
claims that nicotine levels 
can be adjusted for any 
kind of smoker.

The effects smoking 
can have on the body are 
detrimental and can cause 
many diseases and cancers. 
Respiratory issues, such as 
emphysema, bronchitis and 
chronic airway obstruction,

are caused by toxic metals 
and other chemicals in 
cigarette smoke, and can 
affect the body in many 
negative ways. Many other 
types of cancers such as 
lung, esophageal, kidney 
and pancreatic cancer can 
also occur due to cigarette 
smoking. Smoking is even 
dangerous for people in 
the immediate area, and 
has the potential to have 
similar health effects on 
them even though they 
aren’t smoking.

Robert Richardson, 
employee of A Clean 
Cigarette, said that in 
three years the company 
has gotten 4000 people off 
tobacco with their product. 
He says the company will 
talk to the customers with 
their product to check 
on them and just to talk 
even if it’s not about the 
product. The company is 
very customer oriented. 
Eventually customers will 
quit the product, which 
causes a drop in sales, 
but they end up referring 
other people. Richardson 
said that it’s not all about 
making money. A Clean 
Cigarette is in over 100

Spring into international 
tastes with the World 
Cuisine Series at GLCI
I PAUL BAHLE

Press Staff Writer

In the coming months, Lobdell’s 
restaurant will be offering specialty 
nights featuring themed foods from 
overseas. Patty Huhta, the front-of- 
house-coordinator says that, “ [t]he 
students study cooking methods from 
around the world, and this gives them 
a special opportunity to employ those 
skills.”

Students studying countries and 
their cooking methods plan the 
menus for these events several weeks 
in advance; currently, even the cooks 
themselves don’t know the exact dishes 
that will be prepared for these events, 
but the themes are as follows: March

doctors’ offices and has 
helped thousands of 
patients from said doctors’ 
offices.

There are more health 
risks associated with 
smoking that make 
quitting early or switching 
to e-cigarettes beneficial. 
E-cigarettes are different 
than normal cigarettes 
because they don’t have 
all of the toxic chemicals 
that would do harm. 
Although e-cigarettes still 
contain propylene glycol, 
glycerol and water (with 
the potential to differ from 
brand to brand), they are 
much safer than normal 
cigarettes because they 
don’t have all of the toxic 
chemicals that come with 
cigarette smoke. There are 
no harmful fumes for those 
around the “smoker,” less 
risk of developing cancers, 
and because they are 
electric, there is virtually no 
fire hazard.

15, German food night; April 12,
China dinner; and April 19, an Italian- 
themed dinner. All events are $30 per 
person, including tax and service, and 
start at 6:00 pm—reservations are 
required.

Lobdell’s is a restaurant training 
ground for NMC’s culinary arts 
program, serving up gourmet dishes 
for lunch and dinner Tuesday through 
Thursday, February 6, through May 1. 
These meals are open to the public, but 
reservations are highly recommended. 
Call 231-995-3120.
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What should our next Campus Quotes question be?
"What do you do on your 

Friday night?"

MARILYN BERRY
Elementary Education

"Why did the chicken cross 
the road?"

LINDSEY KORSON
Undecided

"Where do you park?"

CHASE MATHER
Aviation

"What happened to the 
good old days?"

MARK GERLANDO
"Just redefining myself"

"What is the law of 
cosines?"

LAYTON KORSON
Civil Engineering

One Billion Rising: The Violence Must Stop

EMILY MAGNER
Press Columnist

MUSINGS 
OF A LADY

Sometimes we learn things that will never leave 
us. There are certain truths that are so horrific just 
knowing them can have the power to compel us to 
change them.

One in three women on the planet will be 
raped or beaten in her lifetime. This is a recent 
United Nations statistic. That is over one billion 
people. This is an atrocity—the gravity of this is 
immeasurable.

The average age of a women trafficked for sex in 
the United States is 14. In Michigan, women earn 
$0.74 to the dollar a man will make for the exact 
same job. Upwards of three million children in the 
United States witness domestic violence during their 
childhood. It has also been estimated that most acts 
of violence go completely unreported. We have work 
to do.

Over one billion people on this earth are raped, 
beaten, and otherwise abused simply because they 
were born female. The time has come for each of us 
to demand that things must change.

This Valentine’s Day, you are invited to 
participate in the first ever worldwide strike. The 
first ever act of widespread solidarity will be One 
Billion Rising, the movement to finally stop this 
violence.

On February 14, 2013, over one billion people 
on the planet will protest—with dance. Dancing is 
accessible to everyone, it is the ultimate expression 
of freedom and self, it is the perfect act of mass 
protest. On this day we will unite good people,

brave people, hopeful people, all over this planet to 
say enough is enough. We can do better.

It is time that governments around the world

D. ovo-Ment to END vole • lev- j’ds wo-‘ .e re

>in us in a “flash-mob" dance February 14th 
P-acuees will be held In the 

Oleson Center on NMC'g main campus on:

step up to the plate to address this epidemic of 
violence. It is time for those who represent our 
local communities to step up to pass laws that 
benefit women and the families they work so hard

to support. It is time we teach our children that 
violence isn’t acceptable. It is time to teach our 
children not to rape, instead of how not to get 
raped. It is time that we stand together, take a deep 
breath, and leave abusive partners for the last time; 
it is time to seek help. It is time to break the chains.

This is about every glass ceiling, about every 
woman in every country who is denied her civil 
liberties simply because she is female. This is just 
as much about the women around the world who 
are denied an education as it is about the women in 
our own lives and our own neighborhoods who have 
been beaten, harassed, or raped. This movement is 
about us, our children, and our grandchildren. It is 
about our tenacity to stop this violence, to change 
our communities, our governments, our world. It is 
about showing what we are really made of.

Join me on February 14, 2013 as I rise with over 
a billion other women and those who love them.

Here in Traverse City we will stand up, rise, and 
dance in a flash-mob at the Grand Traverse Mall.

Please take the opportunity to learn our dance 
during a practice on February 7, 7 p.m., in the 
Oleson Center on Northwestern Michigan College’s 
main campus. In less than one week we have already 
had 150 women and men sign up for our Rising 
event. You will not be alone.

Our community is finding a common voice in 
this movement. We stand united on this issue. All 
are welcome. Please be sure to bring a smile and 
dreams for a better future ... after all, we are all in 
this together.

For more information and dance tutorials please 
visit www.onebillionrising.org and find us on 
Facebook at One Billion Rising — Traverse City.
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65 years after his 
to remember

, we all need 
is message

IAMITABH PAL
MCT Writer

Sixty-five years ago on Jan. 30, three bullets 
ended the life of the greatest pacifist of the modern 
era: Mohandas Karamchand “Mahatma” Gandhi.
But his message lives on, and people around the 
world urgently need to heed it. The first people who 
should do so are those from the subcontinent where 
Gandhi lived. Clashes between India and Pakistan 
over the past month have killed a number of soldiers 
(including an Indian service member reportedly 
beheaded), raising temperatures in the region. In 
his final months, Gandhi expended a lot of effort to 
foster peace between the two countries. When he was 
killed, he was planning to go to Pakistan to reconcile 
the new nations. He went so far as to say that he 
wanted to live both in India and Pakistan, and both 
were his homelands. What makes an India-Pakistan 
confrontation scary is the nuclear arsenals they have 
openly possessed since 1998. Gandhi was horrified 
by the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and warned, 
“Unless now the world adopts nonviolence, it will 
spell certain suicide for humanity.” All nuclear-armed 
nations (including the United States) would do well 
to abide by his message. Gandhi’s interpretation of 
Islam is also relevant today for those extremist groups 
that have distorted their religion’s teachings. “My 
reading of the Quran has convinced me that the basis 
of Islam is not violence, but is unadulterated peace,” 
Gandhi said. “It regards forbearance as superior 
to vengeance. The very word ‘Islam’ means peace, 
which is nonviolence.” Gandhi knew what he was 
talking about. He had studied the religion and its 
early history closely, and often cited Islam’s prophet, 
Muhammad, and his martyred grandsons, Hasan and 
Hussein, as inspirations. Gandhi, incidentally, was 
assassinated by a Hindu nationalist for supposedly 
being too pro-Muslim. Gandhi had astute insights 
for followers of other religions, too. He appreciated 
Christianity, especially its teachings about helping

the poor and turning the other cheek. “I saw that the 
Sermon on the Mount was the whole of Christianity 
for one who wanted to live a Christian life,” he said. 
“It is that sermon that has endeared Jesus to me.”
But he also cautioned that, while Christians say they 
give all glory to God and believe in peace on Earth, 
“there seems to be neither glory to God or peace on 
Earth” at the moment. And he had words of wisdom 
for the most powerful country on the planet. “Your 
land is owned by a few capitalist owners,” Gandhi 
said to an American. “These large holdings cannot 
be sustained except by violence, veiled if not open.
... Your wars will never ensure safety for democracy.” 
Till his final breath, Gandhi was unwavering in his 
belief in the power of pacifism. “During my half
century of experience, I have not yet come across a 
situation when I had to say that I was helpless, that I 
had no remedy in terms of nonviolence,” he remarked 
toward the end of his life. This was matched by a 
deep faith in the capacities of ordinary people. “All 
mankind in essence are alike,” Gandhi remarked. 
“What is, therefore, possible for me is possible for 
everyone.” And he urged us all to take care of those 
less fortunate than us. “Recall the face of the poorest 
and the weakest man whom you may have seen, and 
ask yourself, if the step you contemplate is going to 
be of any use to him,” he said. Gandhi’s wise advice 
and profound commitments should guide us still, 
even six and a half decades after this remarkable man 
died. We honor him and

of Nonviolence Today.” Readers may write to him 
at Progressive Media Project, a source of liberal 
commentary on domestic and international issues; it 
is affiliated with The Progressive magazine. Readers 
may write to the author at: Progressive Media 
Project, 409 East Main Street, Madison, Wis. 53703; 
email: pmproj@progressive.org; Web site: www. 
progressive.org. For information on PMP’s funding, 
please visit http://www.progressive.org/pmpabout. 
html#anchorsupport. This article was prepared 
for The Progressive Media Project and is available 
to MCT subscribers. McClatchy-Tribune did not 
subsidize the writing of this column; the opinions are 
those of the writer and do not necessarily represent 
the views of McClatchy-Tribune or its editors.
----------(c) 2013, Amitabh Pal Distributed by MCT
Information Services

“Recall the face of the poorest and the 

weakest man whom you have ever seen, and 

ask yourself, if the step you contemplate is

going to be of any use to him.”

—Ghandi

ourselves by following his
path.___ ABOUT THE
WRITER Amitabh Pal, 
the managing editor of 
The Progressive and co
editor of the Progressive 
Media Project, is the 
author of the recent 
book “‘Islam’ Means 
Peace: Understanding 
the Muslim Principle

Think You Might Be Pregnant? 
Can Know For Sure!

Pregnancy 
Care Center

Pregnancy Tests & Confirmation 
Information on Abortion & Pregnancy

All Services Free & Confidential

CONTACT US;
121 S. Garfield Ste C, Traverse City
231-929-3488
www.know4sure.org

How to fit a bachelor's degree 
into your busy schedule

j Call or visit Central Michigan University's Global 
■ I Campus in Traverse City & Online 

Local evening and weekend classes allow time for work, family, & friends 
Online options for many courses and programs 
Compressed terms so you finish in less time 
Books and library materials delivered to you

1 Choose the Bachelor's degree 
cd that's right for you

Administration 
Community Development 
Elementary Education 
Health Sciences

Leadership 
Political Science 
Psychology 
Public Administration

C Take your Associate's degree to the next level

Our center staff, online specialists, and caring, dedicated faculty are ready to 
build on your current studies and help you every step of the way from your 
first questions to graduation and beyond.

Apply for positions you couldn't even dream of before!

CMU
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 

UNIVERSITY

Get started today!
Call 231-995-1756 
Traverse.City@cmich.edu

cmich.edu/TraverseCity

NMC
University

Center

12
Opening Neui Doors

CMU is an AA/EO institution (see 
cmich.edu/aaeo). 35285b 11/12
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SUDOKU
9 7

3 1 9 8

8 3 9 7

1 8 3 4

2 7

3 1 2 8

1 9 5 6

5 4 8 1

5 8

DEBATING GLOBAL WARMjMG

5HENEMAM™b*

WE'VE
ACTUALLY been 

IN COMBAT A 
LOT LONGER 

THAN YOU 
THINK.

ACROSS
1 Treehouse 

feature
7 Matured, as 

cheese
11 Some

condensation
14 For one
15 One who’s all 

action
16 Eggs in aclinic
17 Illusionist’s effect
19 Bushranger Kelly
20 Novelist Wiesel
21 “Days of Thunder” 

org.
23 Duck
26 Diplomat’s forte 
28 Feeds without

needing seconds
30 Arrive
31 Major bore 
33 Pull (for)
35 Kicked oneself for
36 BBQ heat rating
37 County fair 

competition
41 Flooring wood
43 Busy time for a 

cuckoo clock
44 Italian soccer star 

Maldini
47 Many towns have 

one
51 “Voulez-_”: 1979 

ABBA album
52 Big name in foil
53 Make a fine 

impression
54 Outer limit
55 Discipline 

involving slow, 
steady movement

57 Toppled, as a 
poplar

59 Goose egg 
601967 #1 hit for

The
Buckinghams, 
which can 
describe 17-, 31 
37- or 47-Across

65 Traditional 
London pie-and- 
mash ingredient

66 New newts
67 Stereo knob
68 Funny, and a bit 

twisted
69 One way to run
70 Nine-ball feature

DOWN
1 Slurp (with “up”)

1 2 3 4 5 • • 7 8 9 1 11 12 13

14 ..

17 ia

20 ■ 22 ■
23 24 1 26 77 ■ 28 29 ’

30 31 32

33 34 B5 ■ 36

40

41 ■ 44

47 48

152 ■ 64

■ 65 56 til 57 58

59 1 60 61 62

65 66
1

•7

68 69

By Paul Hunsberger

2 “Who Needs the 
Kwik-E-Mart?” 
singer

3 “Makes no__”
4 Lawyer, at times
5 Renewable 

energy subj.
6 Equips afresh
7 Nelson, e.g.:Abbr.
8 Hit the road, 

musically
9 “__mouse!”

10 In one’s Sunday 
best

11 Make a bank 
deposit?

12 Top of the world
13 Lump
18 He played James
22 Half-__ : coffee

order
23 2002 Olympics 

host, briefly
24 “As if!”
25 How shysters 

practice
27 Small crown 
29 Onetime Beatles

bassist Sutcliffe
32 Led__ : “Stairway

to Heaven” 
group, to fans

34 One who turns a 
place upside down

38 Foldable sleeper

-tgy
--;X-

The Rest 
Movies, Popcorn, 
Screen ( Sound 

Right Downtown!

Make a Date at the State 
Popcorn & Soda Just $2 Each!

1/31/13

39 Blasted
40 Purple hue
41 Org. with an oft- 

quoted journal
42 More racy, as 

humor
45 Tote
46 Sugary suffix
48 “Oh,__won’t!”
49 Tunnel effect
50 Five-finger 

discounts, so to 
speak

56 Audiophile’s 
setup

58 Witch costume 
stick-on

59 Wet behind the 
ears

61 “Spring forward” 
letters

62 One of four in a 
grand slam

63 Wildspitze, for 
one

64 “_ willikers!”

UPCOMING
FRIDAY NIGHT FLICKS 

AT THE STATE!
POINT BREAK"

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1 
NMC students FREE w/valid ID!

GREASE"6”
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8

TC WINTER COMEDY ARTS FESTIVAL 
FEBRUARY 14-17

ANIMAL HOUSE"
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22

LABYRINTH"6
FRIDAY, MARCH 1 

NM C students FREE w/valid ID!

Tickets Only $3 or 2 for $5

FOR COMPLETE MOVIE LISTINGS: STATETHEATRETC.ORG or 24-HR HOTLINE 231-947-4800

«
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"Jill Hinds was a delight to be around. She was always 
optimistic and upbeat. She had a smile on her face and 

a song in her heart, even expressed that song all the time 
as she hummed her happy tune. She enjoyed life to the 

fullest and never gave up. She carried her portable easel 
to Mexico and enjoyed painting on the beach. We should 
all be such an inspiration to others. She will be missed."

Carol Taberski, Records and Registration at NMC

Jill taught not only her students but her fellow faculty memt 
many things, most importantly, how to love art and keep th« 
love fueled by the energy of breeding it to the students in 01 
department, and how to remember to take time for yoursei 

and family in the daunting and all-consuming world of beinc 
teacher—I will remember her lessons always!"

Caroline Schaefer-Hills, Humanities instructor, Director of Visua 
Communications at NMC

"Her creativity carried through in the classes she 
taught as well as when she served as the Art Dep 

She listened to and valued her students and fell 
ideas and input, staying focused on her students’ 
successes in the field of Graphic Design. She love 
learn about new trends in art and design with the i 
sharing this information with her students. She alvt 

herself in her own art by learning new technique: 
them in different ways but staying true to her own 
color and medium in her paintings. I have several | 
and am always struck by her creativity. She was ai 

I will miss her as a friend, artist and former c

n LaMott, Human Resources <
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"Jill was a great spirit with lots of energy. 
We thank her for her many years as the WPP 

Design Adviser."

■Joan Richmond, Typography and Painting Instructor

"Jill was a real mentor to her students. She went beyond 
just being a teacher. There was a whole group of students 
that stayed in touch with her after they graduated ... even 
as professionals. Not only was she a great graphic artist, 
she was a fantastic fine artist. And she was just always 
there, always trying to better the VisCom program, and 

instrumental in it being here."

Doug Denine, Art instructor

"Jill was the force behind bringing 
excellent design and graphics to 

WPP for 20 years. She considered it 
her mission to provided cutting edge 
experience for visual communication 
students. In the late '80s she insisted 
we had to get computers in the office 

and in the design students' space at the 
fine arts building. We went to the BBQ 
board and got the money to buy four of 

the first Macs on the market. Jill pushed 
her students to excel on WPP and the 
NMC magazine so they could enter the 

workforce and excel there.
She was my best friend for 27 years and 

I miss her greatly."

designed and 
lartment Chair, 
ow workers 
outcomes and 
;d to travel and 
ultimate goal of 
rays challenged 
s and applying 
style and use of 
lieces of her art 
i amazing artist, 
olleague."

-Marilyn Jaquish, adjunct instructor 
of Business Administration and 

Communications, former adviser of the 
White Pine Press at NMC
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MANphotos/ NIC

B NICOLE WILDMAN
Press Managing Editor 
“Doesn’t this look fun? I mean, pretty cook like, saving 

the Earth, and doing all that stuff?”
According to eight-year-old Carter Schmidt of 

Traverse City, these were the words his dad, Ty Schmidt, 
used to suggest the idea of a small-scale composting 
business to him while the family (which also includes 
mom Johanna Schmidt and five-year-old brother Jameson 
Schmidt) vacationed in Tucson last year.

Carter liked the idea, and after doing some 
research and getting help from a variety of sources, Carter 
and Ty launched Carter’s Compost in April 2012. The 
business plan is relatively simple. For $5 a month—a 
“smokin’ deal,” in Ty’s words—customers get a five-gallon 
bucket (re-purposed and donated from area businesses), 
which they can fill with compost through the week.
Carter and Ty pick the buckets up once a week and 
take the food scraps to their own back yard, where they 
currently have seven piles of compost cooking.

Here’s how their collection process works:
Carter and Ty each have a bike with an attached trailer. 
Every Saturday and Sunday morning, they spend a few 
hours picking up filled buckets from their customers and 
replacing them with clean, empty ones. They take the 
buckets home to “Carter’s Compost HQ,” empty them 
into one of their many compost piles, and scrub them 
clean for the next week. The father and son team collect a 
total of 20 buckets every Saturday and 14 every Sunday; 
Ty collects eight buckets on his own every Wednesday.

The rest of their customers are “drop-offers—people 
that go out of their way to bring them to us, which is 
pretty awesome ... ‘cause they certainly don’t have to,” 
he said. Once it’s ready, every four months or so, each 
customer is given back a five-gallon bucket of compost. 

Such enterprises aren’t unheard of elsewhere;

Carter Schmidt: Environmentalist, Entrepreneur... Third-grader
Boston, for example, is home to Bootstrap Compost, 
which is a bit larger than Carter’s operation, with 
just under double the number of customers. And 
CompostNow, a Raleigh, North Carolina-based company, 
services several cities around Raleigh. These companies 
differ from Carter’s Compost in that they have trucks and 
partner with farms (because they need a place to compost 
all those food scraps). At around $25 per month, their fees 
are significantly higher than Carter’s Compost’s. But they 
also gave the Schmidts lots of helpful advice on starting 
up their own small-scale composting business.

Despite humble beginnings, with business cards 
made of cut-up cereal boxes and unwanted Pokemon 
cards, Carter’s Compost has a large and growing customer 
base. Currently, Carter services 48 residences and five 
businesses, which include Brew downtown, Cuppa Joe 
on East Front St., the Traverse Area District Library 
(staff members’ lunch leftovers), and Seeds and Dr. Tracy 
Ruegsegger, D.D.S., both located on Eighth St.

In fact, the Schmidts are running out of space for 
compost—they are currently seeking a partner (or 
partners) to give them a place for all that organic matter, 
which will eventually be used as food for gardens.

In order to keep uninvited guests—like raccoons— 
from raiding their compost piles, Carter’s Compost asks 
that customers don’t add bones, meat or dairy to their 
buckets. They will, however, take dairy products in a 
separate container and use it in another way: to feed the 
seven chickens they keep in their back yard. The chickens 
also enable Carter and his dad to provide a place for many 
local brewers to dispose of their spent beer grains, which 
can be used as feed.

“The chickens love it,” Carter said.
Carter has also reached out to the community in other

ways. This past fall, Carter’s Compost did a “Zero Waste” 
lunch at Eastern Elementary School, where Carter and 
Jameson are students. The event proved to be a challenge; 
with federal regulations stipulating that children must be 
given a certain portion of fruits and veggies with every 
lunch, a lot of food gets wasted—thrown into the garbage 
on a daily basis.

“It’s so foreign to kids,” Ty said, speaking about the 
students’ unfamiliarity with composting.

“Dad had to hide the trash can,” said Carter.
Both Carter and Jameson have compost bins (courtesy

of Carter’s Compost) right in their classrooms.
Carter also spoke at The Greenspire School, 

where his grandmother is the director. He gave kids 
there an explanation of how his business works, and also 
outlined the processes for making compost and worm 
bins. (You can see a video of Carter’s presentation on his 
website.) And after Halloween, neighbors were invited to 
bring their “orphaned pumpkins” to the Schmidts’ house, 
resulting in the saving of almost 40 pumpkins from the 
landfill by composting them.

Despite all of this, Carter is still a normal kid 
with other interests. He plays tennis and basketball, 
and likes to ski and swim. He also likes to bike, often 
participating in bike races. He does plan to continue his 
business for the foreseeable future. Along with saving the 
planet, Carter also likes making money, something he’s 
learning a lot about. He saves four out of every five dollars 
he earns, and while the family doesn’t put any pressure on 
him...

“I think we’re in it for the long haul,” Ty said.
Carterscompost. com 
www.facebook.com/CartersCompost
@Carterscompost

Helping Hands
Carter's supporters have been instrumental in his success

Mike Erway—banana peel logo Einstein Cycles—bike trailer

Treefort Collective—making
a documentary about Carter's Beth Price at Priceless Photography—photos
Compost

Gary Howe/My Wheels are Turning 
blog—making the streets safer for bikes

Grand Traverse Pie Company—buckets
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The most divisive debate in America
Gun culture in the 'Age of Misinformation'
THE BIGGER 
PICTURE
DAVID ROOT
PRESS OPINION EDITOR

So here’s the thing.
The number of facets to the gun debate, and 

the people that are passionate about it, are about 
as varied and numerous as the number of people 
in the .United States. Luckily, for every gun and 
policy expert sitting in his or her office watching 
the screaming match, there are college students that 
think they know everything about everything based 
on their zero years of experience in the real world.

That would be me. (Please don’t shoot me; I have 
a life to live.)

No matter who you are, a solution to such 
senseless violence as was demonstrated in Newton 
Connecticut, Aurora Colorado, and far too many 
other cases should be something we all strive for. 
Unfortunately, this gun debate thrives on shock 
value, a.k.a. the lifeblood of American Media— 
school shootings ranking highest among them.

There have been 130 
school shootings since

Columbine that resulted 
in at least one student or
school official being killed 

or injured.

A problem arises, though, when the particular 
grotesque nature of deadly school shootings, 
although noteworthy, ends up clouding the bigger 
picture of events that have been taking place in 
America since the beginning of the 24-hour news 
cycle. When such an event takes place, it causes 
an exacerbation of arguments on both sides of 
the political spectrum that simply compounds an 
already extremely complex problem by wrapping 
it into a package that is designed to do one thing: 
change the national discussion from something 
productive, to ‘if Martin Luther King Jr. were here 
today, he would be against gun control’.

Right. If only King had a pistol on him when that 
sniper shot him, things would be so different....

Our discussion of issues is fundamentally 
weakened by the level of pure ideological nonsense 
being shoved into the spotlight. This is especially 
problematic when the only interests in the media 
bubble of what-you-should-be-scared-of-this-week 
are those with an economic and political incentive 
to perpetuate the problem itself. The National 
Rifle Association’s position on the solution to these 
shootings is simple: more guns, and less regulation 
of them. If that logic seems kind of crazy, it might 
have something to do with the fact that there are 
nearly as many guns in America as there are people.

Couple that with the increasingly overwhelming 
public opinion that stricter gun laws are necessary 
in the wake of such horrible school shootings, and it 
is becoming increasingly apparent that the NRA is 
more tone deaf than the Westboro Baptist Church.

The rate of gun ownership 
in 2007 was 88.7 per 100 

people, up from 84 per 100 
people in 2001.

Luckily, the NRA doesn’t actually control our 
culture. We do, and we also have the power to 
change it.

Let’s make what may very well be an inflated 
comparison between guns and alcohol. Now while 
guns and alcohol are indeed awesome (because 
all the attractive people in the movies use them), 
they both have a very serious potential to do harm 
when taken to the extreme. In the 1920’s, alcohol 
was considered the devil’s drink, and was deemed 
responsible for violence, corruption, and various 
immoral activities pertaining to the opposite sex.
The solution? Ban it all! The result? Violence, 
corruption, mob warfare, and an even more varied 
assortment of immoral activities pertaining to the 
opposite sex.

There’s a reason guns are perceived as being 
cool, despite the chilling reality their purpose 
represents. Go to the movie theatre and count how 
many posters have guns being held by heroes and 
villains. Go to a video game store and find the ratio 
of M-rated games to everything else. I’m not saying 
video games and movies are responsible for mass 
shootings, either; all I’m saying is that sex, drugs and 
violence are all parts of our American Culture, and 
they all have reasons for being there. And although 
both guns and alcohol are as American as, well, guns 
and alcohol, we can still reject the notion that mass 
shootings are an unshakable drawback to the right to 
bear arms.

Gun manufacturing in the 
U.S. has skyrocketed from 
3.7 million in 2007 to 6.1

million in 2011.

There was a time when drunk driving was a slap 
on the wrist, deemed an unfortunate bi-product of 
having a good time (much like gun violence is seen 
as the unfortunate bi-product of a society ready to 
defend itself against tyranny). Those days stopped 
when star high school athletes were being killed 
on the way back from prom night, and Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving pushed for legislation 
that ultimately resulted in a two-thirds reduction 
of drunk driving within two decades. When the 
Surgeon General warned the American public about 
what the cigarette advertisers weren’t telling them, 
the legislative backlash that ensued for over 30 years 
succeeded in beating back the then huge tobacco 
lobby. Unless you consider the overwhelming sense

of pseudo-manliness that comes with stuffing a 
pistol in your pants to be an addiction stronger than 
nicotine, there’s absolutely no reason we couldn’t at 
least try to do the same with the now radical NRA.

It is legal to sell a firearm 
to someone who is visibly 

intoxicated.
Our founding fathers owned slaves because the 

culture of their time embraced it, and they still 
managed to write a constitution flexible enough to 
bend to cultural changes even they couldn’t have 
possibly foreseen. If that doesn’t give you an idea 
of just how long ago our constitution was written 
and how different our world is now (and how 
borderline-psychotically brilliant the founders were), 
I don’t know what will. And yet, while Benjamin 
Franklin spent his free time trying to get struck by 
lightning, he and his colleagues ironically neglected 
to make access to mental health services a basic 
human right, instead ensuring what was then a 
much more important armed militia. But, like our 
culture, the constitution is a living document, able 
to be interpreted based on the context of our current 
situation. Just because healing the kind of mental 
anguish that spawns these shooters wasn’t a priority 
in 1791 doesn’t mean it shouldn’t be today.

Our society’s priorities, like keeping our children 
safe, should not be held at the mercy of the people 
that literally market gun ownership to children. 
We’re better than that. In order to solve this 
violence, we need to stop listening to the people that 
have no interest in stopping it and all the interest 
in the world in keeping us too divided to force 
congress to act. Misinformation has become the 
ultimate ammunition in the war on common sense, 
and as long as no media outlet focuses on the facts 
that matter, Americans will continue being divided 
and conquered by corporate interest.

The rate of gun murder is 
at its lowest point since
at least 1981: 3.6 per 

100,000 people in 2010.

I’ve said it before, and I’ll say it again: Our 
democracy is at a huge tipping point, in which 
the efforts of those we’ve entrusted to protect our 
constitutional rights no longer have anything to do 
with liberty and everything to do with money. The 
true irony to it all is evident in the record spike in 
gun sales after Obama’s election in 2008, wherein 
the simple prospect of a ‘black’ president pushed 
the entire gun industry out of the great recession. 
The NRA needs to grow up and revert to the 
organization they once were, or they risk becoming 
the next Tobacco lobby. Considering the currently 
fast-changing political climate, maybe they should 
spend less time insulting Obama’s family and more 
time getting used to kissing his two terms elected 
boots.
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Official Language:
Spanish

Major Religions:
Christianity

Government:
Democratic RepublicInternational Student Profile: Jonathan Madrigal

Location:
Central America,
bordering the Caribbean 
Sea and North Pacific 
Ocean, between
Nicaragua and Panama

I KATERINA CHEKHOVSKIY
Press Staff Writer
For many students, NMC is home, 

and Jonathan Madrigal is one who will 
always be part of the family. Jonathan is 
an international student from Costa Rica, 
and has studied at our school for the past 
two and a half years. Having completed 
his studies on this campus, he is finishing 
an International Business degree through 
Ferris State University at the University 
Center. Upon graduation, Jonathan plans 
to work with an international company to 
implement his acquired skills.

- During his time at NMC, Jonathan 
became a leader, and made the International 
Club grow through his guidance. When 
he took over as president, the club needed 
much attention and organization, and he 
was able to create offices and divide tasks 
among members. For Jonathan, it was 
rewarding to see his leadership principles 
come to fruition. Each person felt a sense 
of responsibility, and Jonathan learned the 
importance of enabling each individual to 
utilize his or her own gifts and abilities to 
vork cohesively.

Jonathan served as the NMC 
International Club President for three 
semesters, and consequently, he was able 
to meet great people and leaders in the

community. His advocacy for the club 
was also a social outlet. Before becoming 
a member of the club, Jonathan was not 
involved with any extra-curricular activities 
on campus, so the club introduced a way 
for him to socialize with others. Jonathan’s 
goal was to utilize the club as a bridge to 
interact with the community, and through 
Jonathan’s leadership, the International Club 
distinguished itself by actively volunteering.

“Our club strongly believes and 
encourages giving back to the community, 
the same community that made our 
education possible with donations and hard 
work,” Jonathan says. Additionally, the 
International Club has an open member 
policy, a way to culturally enrich the public 
and offer NMC students an insight to other 
lifestyles.

When asked what a few things that he 
has learned from the international students 
are, and would like to share with others, 
Jonathan says,

“I have learned the value of diversity and 
how every culture has something to new 
to teach us. Being open to other cultures 
has taught me to step out of my comfort 
zone and be an active listener. Having the 
opportunity to discuss political, religious

and social issues in a respectful manner has 
broadened most everyone’s worldview. It 
is something that I would recommend for 
everyone to experience.”

Jonathan suggests attaining these goals by 
getting involved with the club whilst having 
an open mind.

Studying business at NMC has been 
a wonderful adventure for Jonathan. He 
enjoys the beautiful campus and the size of 
the college, and also because professors treat 
students as individuals, and the school offers 
a plethora of resources, which Jonathan 
advises to take advantage of. During his 
time here, Jonathan has aided the growth 
of the International Club into an official 
presence on campus while cultivating a 
family of culturally aware members. “Joco,” 
as some of his close friends call him, will be 
missed as the club leader. We are fond of 
Jonathan, and are excited to see where his 
hard work and leadership skills take him 
next! Meanwhile, some leadership advice 
from him, “Don’t ever think you have all 
the answers. Create a team that thinks 
differently than you. Respect their opinions 
and listen. Sometimes the answer comes 
from the least expected source.”

Legal System:
Civil law system based 
on Spanish civil code; 
judicial review

Executive Branch:
President, First Vice 

President, and Second 
Vice President, elected 
by popular vote for four- 
year terms, and a cabinet, 
appointed by president

Legislative Branch:
Unicameral Legislative 

Assembly (Asamblea 
Legislativa), 57 seats, 
members elected by 
popular vote to serve 
four-year terms

Judicial Branch:
Supreme Court, 22 

justices elected by 
Assamblea Legislativa 
for renewable eight-year 
terms

Defense:
No army, abolished in 

1949
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Laughing it up in TC
■

 ANDREW REED
Press Staff Writer

The Traverse City Winter 
Comedy Arts Festival is a four- 
day celebration involving cinema 
and comedians. The festival is 
the brain child of Michael Moore 
and HBO’s Jeff Garlin and has 
support from both the Traverse 
City Film Festival and National 
Cherry Festival. Comedians 
will be presenting movies and 
performing stand up at various 
venues around town.

Over a bakers dozen of 
comedians have made their way 
to northern Michigan to partake 
in and host festivities. Comedians 
include Robert Wuhl, host of 
“Assume the Position with Mr. 
Wuhl”; “Chappelle Show” writer 
Neal Brennan; actor/comedian 
TJ Miller; Steve Agee from “The 
Sarah Silverman Program”; as well 
as many others.
Comedians are not going to 
be the only part of the festival, 
though. The SoupRBowl and

sled dog pull will return from 
yesteryear’s “Winter WoW 
Festival.” A pancake breakfast will 
also be served on Sunday the 17 
to benefit the local food pantry.

There will also be events that 
are free to the public on Front 
Street. Activities will include 
sledding, hot chocolate, bonfires, 
a laser light show, a winter Ferris 
wheel, ice sculptures, and much 
more.

Venues for the event will 
include the State Theatre, the Old 
Town Playhouse, the City Opera 
House, Horizon Books, and the 
InsideOut Gallery.

Tickets for most events can be 
purchased starting February 2 and 
will be sold online or at the State 
Theatre. The Comedy Festival 
starts on February 14 and ends on 
the 17. All ages are welcome.

For a complete schedule of 
events and/or to order tickets, 
visit www.wintercomedy.org.

Restaurant Review: Firefly Grill
■

 DOMINIQUE VALENTAGE
Press Staff Writer

If you’re looking for a fun, upbeat 
place to have dinner with friends; 
then you should check out Firefly. It 
is known for its small plates, sushi and 
daily specials which include 1/3 off 
small plates on Monday, 1/2 off sushi on 
Tuesday and $5 steaks on Sunday. They 
also have an extensive dessert menu and 
$ 1 from every sale goes to support the 
Boardman Nature Center.

The atmosphere of Firefly is hip and 
full of life. Eclectic artwork hangs above 
the bar and tables, and candles don 
every table. I had dinner with a friend 
and shared the three for $33 small 
plates, since it was on a Tuesday we also 
received the 1/3 off. Our waiter was 
polite and informative. We ordered the 
Asian Skewers with Filet Mignon, NY 
Strip steak with sweet potato fries, Tapas 
Tacos with chorizo (though you have a 
choice of grilled chicken, pork, chorizo, 
portabella mushroom or tofu) with black 
beans and white cheddar jalapeno grits 
and the Thai Peanut, which consists of 
udon noodles, stir fried vegetables and 
chicken. The peanut sauce served with

the Asian Skewers and Thai Peanut was 
spicy but complimented the dishes.
The tacos were crunchy and spicy with 
a fresh kick from the homemade salsa. 
The portions were perfect for sharing 
and left room to try everything as well 
as have dessert. We also tried their 
chocolate fondue, which is incredible. 
It’s served with fresh fruit and banana 
bread, a guilty pleasure that’s worth the 
calories.

Firefly is located downtown at 310 
Cass Street, Traverse City, Michigan. 
They are open Monday 11:00 a.m. to 
9:00 p.m.; Tuesday through Thursday 
11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.; Friday 11:00 
a.m. to 12:00 a.m.; Saturday 12:00 p.m. 
to 12:00 a.m. and Sunday 4:00 p.m. to 
9:00 p.m. Their small plates run $11 to 
$13 or three for $33, sushi rolls $9 to 
$15, and their burgers and sandwiches 
run $8 to $11. The restaurant can 
be contacted at (231) 932-1310, or 
messages can be left on their website.

Rating: Like it! 
Price rating: $$

PEOPLE COME HERE BECAUSE THEY’RE LOOKING FOR SOMETHING. It's all about discovery What they 

find is a challenge—something unexpected—that opens up new frontiers. Those discoveries will be 

explored with new friends and by looking at things in new ways.. Go West. Discover. Explore. This is one 

of America’s great universities. A lot of people who have become successful—skilled, happy, wealthy and 

powerful —started by heading West.

Western Michigan University, it's your turn to GRAB THE REINS.
western Michigan 

UNIVERSITY
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Far Cry 3" reviewu

> 1MATHIEU ST. CHARLES
■Press Staff Writer

“Far Cry 3” is probably the best in 
its series for a multitude of reasons. I 
personally wasn’t interested until I actually 
checked out the game, which turned out 
to be a very immersive experience. The 
game starts off with the main character, 
Jason Brody, and his friends skydiving 
over a tropical island. They end up getting 
captured by Vaas, who messes with 
the protagonist and his brother. Jason’s 
brother, Grant Brody, helps him escape 
the camp, but once Jason gets out of the 
camp he must save his friends. This is 
where the game starts. Jason finds himself 
in a village where he recovers from his 
wounds and ends up meeting with the 
“good guys” of Rook Island, where the 
game takes place. The game has a varied 
cast of characters ranging from Willis, 
the super patriot who works for the CIA, 
to Citra, the Tribal leader of the Rakyat, 
a native tribe on Rook Island that helps 
Jason on his journey.

“Far Cry 3” is a first-person shooter 
as were its predecessors, but is different 
for many reasons. One feature that was 
impressively convenient was its cover 
system. Unlike most cover systems, this

one didn’t use button presses to activate, 
instead triggering on its own when you 
stand or crouch next to something capable 
of stopping bullets. I had no problems 
using it and the
animations will 
tell you which 
side you will 
lean out of or 
over, which is 
helpful when 
all you can hide 
behind is a tree.
Ihe game also 
has role-playing 
elements such as 
crafting, weapon 
customization 
and side quests.
“Far Cry” is 
open-world and 
there are many
side quests to choose from such as hunting 
animals, assassinating enemy leaders and 
even outpost-capture missions. There 
are more minigames within the game 
world that offer rewards to the player.
The island hosts many species of animals 
which are either predator or prey, making

the environment feel more realistic and 
alive. Each animal can be hunted and in 
order to stay up to par with the enemy 
forces, animal skins must be used to craft 

better equipment 
that let you carry 
more ammo or 
iguns. Guns can 
be customized 
with new scopes, 

^extended magazines 
or silencers, each 
jof which help the 
player by allowing 
Padded range, 
greater firepower or 
stealth capability. 
The learning curve 
rises sharply after 
the first part, 
though this can be 
eased by selecting 

an easier difficulty level. It may be 
intimidating since capturing outposts gets 
to be frustratingly hard, but that means 
you have to be creative.

The presentation of “Far Cry” is 
stunning to say the least because of its 
attention to detail. The graphics are

X

polished, but what makes the game 
really stand out is the environment and 
atmosphere. The day and night cycle 
makes the game even more immersive 
and can affect gameplay. Night raids have 
some advantages over day raids and vice 
versa. The sound design is well done, too, 
and the music fits the game well, especially 
when you have to light the “fields” on 
fire to the music of Skrillex and Damien 
Marley.

One part of the game that was 
impressive was Jason’s character 
development. He starts off as a new blood 
to survival and it shows when he and his 
brother try to escape the enemy camp.
He is shocked by what his brother does to 
help them survive. Jason sees a dead body 
right in front of him for the first time and 
freaks out at the sight, but later on he gets 
used to fighting for his life.

Immersive gameplay, great 
presentation, and a well thought-out 
storyline earn “Far Cry 3” a 9 out of 10.

"Do the Right Thing" by Spike Lee
I KAYLA BELL

Press A & E Editor

“Do the Right Thing” is firmly in the canon of 
anti-racist popular art, but it is a work that addresses 
far more about people’s frustrations with one another 
ffian those that deal exclusively with skin pigments. Set 
on the hottest day of 1989 in an ethnically prismatic 
Brooklyn neighborhood, people greet the day sweating 
like pigs, already wary of impending gloom. This cautious 
awakening, dark and muggy, quickly explodes into a 
kaleidoscope of kinetic soul, like a Harlem Renaissance 
mural come to life. The people who could be seen 
trudging out of their apartments and townhouses in 
the morning are already cracking wise and washing 
their hang-ups clean under the cool streams of cracked 
street hydrants by the time of the sun’s full effect. The 
afternoon jokes—perhaps the only means of releasing
* the heat available to everyone, rich and poor—begin 
with good-humored zest, prominently race-based, but 
only because that is the bulk of the material with which 
these multicolored folks have to work. Blacks build off of 
Korean stereotypes, Italians do the same with Hispanics— 
everyone makes fun of everyone else’s colors and former 
homes, but the heat has not yet become so oppressive 
that they cannot do the same with their own people.
As the day inches by, draining people’s ice boxes and 
sticking them to their lawn chairs, this is no longer so: the 
blacks become suspicious of the Koreans’ place behind 
the counters of their local grocery stores, the Italians 
grow tired of impromptu black demonstrations in their 
pizzeria, and the whites remain aloof, indignant only on 
the journey from curbside to townhouse door.

The film moves so fast and glances at so many

different histories and the tensions that arise from their 
forced interaction, that one can sometimes feel lost, 
the heat seeming to emanate right off the screen and 
engulf our sense of security. Luckily, though, we are led 
through the rising flames by a pair of cool and conscious 
presences: director Spike Lee, who also plays Mookie, 
the film’s protagonist, a level-headed pizza boy who 
gives us access to the neighborhood’s most intimate 
moments, and Samuel L. Jackson, a beloved afro-centric 
DJ named Mister Senor Love Daddy, who acts as in
movie narrator of the year’s hottest day. On the other 
end of the spectrum are the heated personalities that' 
populate the already burning streets of Brooklyn: Radio 
Raheem, perennially and unwaveringly blasting Public 
Enemy’s “Fight the Power” at maximum volume; Buggin’ 
Out, always fighting the power himself, regardless of 
how big or small the fight happens to be; Smiley, who 
stutters his way through a day-long campaign to build 
awareness of the messages of MLK and Malcolm X, and 
many, many others. Among the less volatile characters 
areflade, Mookie’s sassy, yet whip-smart sister; a lovelorn 
philosopher who calls himself Da Mayor; and the 
neighborhood’s answer to Maya Angelou, Mother Sister, 
infinitely wise but still longing for justice.

The end of the heat comes with an explosion. All the 
tensions of the day are released in a firestorm of violent 
words and actions, and ultimately are only quenched with 
the cool streams of fire hoses. “Do the Right Thing” is a 
tragedy, but it is not to blame for the devastation, for even 
though it is one of cinema’s most expressionistic visions, 
at the end of the day it has created nothing, only reacted 
to the heat that has raged and exploded among people 
since the first fist was clenched.

“Do the Right Thing” will be playing for 25 cents on 
February 27 at the State Theatre.
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'Wolf Hall' by Hilary Mantel
I STEPHANIE HUTCHINSON « ■

Press Staff Writer
The story of Henry VIII of England and his 

wives has been told so many different times that it 
is hard to find a current piece of literature that has 
something different from all the rest. However, in 
“Wolf Hall” by Hilary Mantel, Henry’s story is told 
through the fresh perspective of Thomas Cromwell.

Thomas Cromwell is the poor son of a violent 
blacksmith and butcher. After being beaten almost 
to death by his father, Cromwell runs away to 
become a soldier. The book skips ahead to him as an 
adult where he is a lawyer in the service of Thomas 
Wolsey, the Archbishop of York and main adviser to 
King Henry VIII.

Thomas Cromwell witnesses the downfall of his 
patron, Thomas Wolsey, and watches as the King 
strives to divorce his first wife, Katherine of Aragon, 
so he can marry Anne Boleyn. As Henry gets his 
way, Cromwell rises in both rank and esteem in 
the King’s eyes, but the closer Cromwell gets to the 
King, the more he realizes it’s a very dangerous place 
to be.

The most exceptional thing about “Wolf 
Hall” is that it is told through the much-ignored 
character of Thomas Cromwell. Cromwell is usually 
characterized as a Protestant fanatic who stepped on 
too many toes whilst in Henry VIII’s service, costing 
him his head when his enemies turned Henry against 
him. “Wolf Hall” gives Cromwell some dimension, 
making him much more of the common man he

was than simply a key player in the Reformation of 
England. It is also reveals how Cromwell feels about 
Henry VIII and all of the other people he comes 
into contact with. In the same way that many have 
speculated on who got along in the Tudor court and 
who didn’t, it is interesting to see some speculation 
on who were Cromwell’s friends, and who were his 
foes.

If you do not already know the history of Tudor 
England and Henry VIII, you may find the book 
quite difficult to read. There is a character list in 
the front of the book explaining who the main 
players are, but most readers will not enjoy having to 
constantly flip to the front to try and figure out who 
Mantel is writing about. Another confusing aspect 
of the story is Mantel’s time jumping. She starts the 
book out when Cromwell is fifteen, then jumps to 
when he is thirty-five and forty. Repeated flashbacks 
also make it harder for the reader to figure out when 
and where the story takes place.

Although Mantel is an English writer, the book 
lacks a historically English feel. Most of the dialogue 
is a much more modern English, most likely done 
so the modern reader can understand it better. 
However, since the novel is a historical one, the 
twenty-first century dialogue distracts from the 
story.

“Wolf Hall” is the first book in a trilogy about Thomas 
Cromwell’s time of power and downfall in Tudor England.

The second book in the trilogy, “Bring up the Bodies,” was 
released in 2012, and is currently on the bestseller’s list. 
Mantel is currently working on the third novel.
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financial Literacy
Use this tool to minimize your student loan debt. ”

\ For many students, educational loans are necessary to finance 

their education. For this reason, we have introduced a website 
dedicated to providing students and parents with tools and 
information to help minimize student loan debt and borrow 
wisely when loans are the only option.

Call our office at (231) 995-1734 or (866) 857-1954 to schedule 
an appointment with an academic advisor or to find out more 
about the affordable Ferris programs available to you right here 
at Northwestern Michigan College.

The financial literacy website offers;
■ Tips to borrow wisely and minimize your debt

■ A link to Budget Wizard to help you create a monthly budget

■ A link to the NSLDS federal loan database to check your 
total federal loan indebtedness

■ A loan calculator to estimate your payments

■ Videos and financial aid information, including a Live Chat fea

Ferris State 
University
TRAVERSE CITY

Find it here: www.ferris.edu/financialliteracy
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