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We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may.

Press Illustration/Christopher LaPierre

/ears in the making: NMC introduces baccalaureate programs
INewsMto?7 Nelson: 'These degrees make sense for our students'

A new law has been passed in Michigan that will allow NMC to offer four-year bac
calaureate degrees in Maritime Technology, Energy Production Technology, and Culi
nary Arts.

That’s good news for many students.
Michigan is now one of 22 states that grant community colleges the authority to 

offer baccalaureate; or bachelor s, degrees in specific fields and circumstances. According 
to a 2011 legislative summary by the Michigan Community College Association, Mich
igan also has the sixth highest tuition rates for public four-year universities in the coun
try, while earning the title of fifteenth lowest in baccalaureate attainment for adults.

The law was written specifically with community colleges in mind in order to help 
rural colleges such as NMC better respond to industry and workplace shortages. The 
change to four-year baccalaureate degrees is also expected to increase access and afford
ability.

Catherine Claerhout, Director of Admissions, said that if NMC is able to decrease 
the credit hours down to the standard 120-124 for a bachelor’s degree, students can 
expect significant savings on tuition. As for the programs themselves, the change will 
mean an expansion of the ones already in place. “[The programs] have already been es
tablished as a bachelor degree program through Ferris and the Maritime program has 
been adhering to these requirements. The only change is the internal processing of fi
nancial aid.”

“Financial aid simply continues for the bachelor’s degree portion,” said Andy Dolan, 
NMC’s Director of Public Relations, “provided the student hasn’t already exceeded their

aggregate limits, which are 12 full-time semesters of Federal PELL grants and $57,000 
in federal student loans.”

The bill also includes a degree program in Cement Technology.
“The first year we brought out the bill, we asked for unlimited, that we could just do 

any technical applied baccalaureate we wanted,” said Tim Nelson, President of NMC, 
who worked for over three years trying to get the bill passed. “We testified before com
mittees. . .but we didn’t even get a vote. The second year, after we talked to them, they 
said, ‘look, you’d have a better chance if you limited this to a set number of programs.’ 
So that’s what we did.”

The decision to limit the number of programs that would be allowed to offer bac
calaureate degrees was one of many political setbacks encountered in the struggle for 
the bill, titled HB4496, including the last minute revocation of the Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing (BSN) degree. After being sponsored by Representative John Walsh (R) of 
Livonia and reintroduced in March 2011, the bill was amended to allow Energy Pro
duction as one of the programs to be allowed baccalaureate recognition. The bill then 
passed the house on June 23 and was referred to the Senate Committee on Education, 
where it remained for over a year. The next chance for the bill did not come until the 
summer of 2012—a particularly tumultuous time for Michigan politics.

“There were a couple of times during the last year where we thought it was going to 
come to a vote,” said Nelson. “One was before they went on their summer break, but 
everything broke loose down there when they banned a couple of people for using the 
word ‘vagina.’” (Nelson is referring to a recent controversy concerning HB 5711, which

• See "4 YEAR" on page 2
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restricts abortion rights. While speaking 
of the bill, GOP lawmakers deemed 
language used by Rep. Lisa Brown and 
her colleague Rep. Barb Byrum to be 
excessively over-enthusiastic. The bill 
was later passed in the 2012 lame duck 
session of congress.)

After missing its chance in the final 
days of the 2012 summer session of 
congress, the Senate version of HB4496 
was pushed into the three-week post
election lame duck session, where it 
became one of the hundreds of bills to 
be discharged from Committee without 
a vote to go straight to the Senate floor. 
In the final days of the Lame Duck 
session, the bill’s co-sponsors amended 
it to exclude Nursing, in order to 
guarantee the bill’s passage in the face 
of political pressure.

The bill was. then passed on 
December 13, 2012, by a vote of 
65-44 and signed into law by Governor 
Snyder on December 27.

The bill drew unanimous opposition 
from all 15 of the state’s four-year 
universities, who saw the legislation 
as an encroachment on their own 
programs—a position President Nelson 
contends is unrealistic at best, as

student thresholds for the programs 
affected will remain the same.

“As I testified many times in work 
committees and with talks with 
presidents of other universities, it’s not 
an either/or thing,” said Nelson. “These 
particular programs made sense for us 
in part because we’ve already made a 
huge investment in the infrastructure 
required to deliver them. [There’s] not a 
single university in the state that’s going 
to go out and build that kind of facility 
to provide a program for 240 students, 
so it made sense for us to pursue that.”

To further increase the academic 
options of students, there will be a 
signing of a reverse transfer agreement 
on February 7 between Nelson and six 
other university presidents. The signing 
will make it possible for students to 
transfer from NMC to any partner 
college and earn credits that will still be 
acknowledged in the event they transfer 
back to NMC to complete their degree.

“These degrees make sense for our 
students,” said Nelson. “Everybody 
has gone through growth in ways that 
make sense for them to carry out their 
mission, and that’s the way I see this 
for us.”

Join the White Pine Press

We are looking for students who are interested in 
helping the White Pine Press. It’s not just for writers. 

There are many jobs that still need to be filled this 
year. You might be the piece of the puzzle that we 

are looking for! Positions are paid.

Call us to set up an interview 
at (231) 955-1173, or stop 

by our office at the entrance
of West Hall across from the 

security office.
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GM0 labeling law fails to pass in 
Calfornia
■ DOMINIQUE VALENTAGE

Press Staff Writer

In the Unites States, 70 to 80 percent 
of all processed foods contain genetically 
modified organisms but have no label 
stating so. A genetically modified 
organism, or GMO, is created in a 
laboratory by extracting genes from one 
species of plant or animal and placing 
them artificially into another. Crops 
most affected by GMO processes include 
corn, soybeans, canola and cotton.
These crops are usually modified so that 
they can tolerate herbicides, or so that 
they will produce their own pesticides.
Herbicide tolerant plants allow farmers 
to spray weed killer directly onto their 
crops without harming them. The FDA 
states that GMO foods are “substantially 
equivalent” to any food product that 
does not contain GMOs; however, they 
do not conduct private testing of these 
products before they are released to the 
general public. Although 50 countries 
currently have laws mandating GMO 
products—including Japan and the 
European Union states—the United 
States has none in place. In the EU, if a 
food consists of or contains ingredients 
produced from Genetically Modified 
Organisms, it must be stated in the label.

In an attempt to better 
regulate and inform the public about 
GMO products, California proposed 
Proposition 37, The California Right

to Know Genetically Engineered Food 
Act. According to the California State 
Voter Information Guide, the purpose 
of the proposition was to “create and 
enforce the fundamental right of the 
people of California to be fully informed 
about whether the food they purchase 
and eat is genetically engineered and 
not misbranded as natural so that they 
can choose for themselves whether 
to purchase and eat such foods.” The 
proposition includes a list of “findings 
and declarations” in addition to the 
purpose statement. Prop 37 was placed 
on the California 2012 ballot by petition 
signatures.

Proposition 37 was defeated 53 
to 47 percent. While the proposition had 
a strong public following, speculations 
over why it failed have risen. Many 
blame the loss on “lies and dirty tricks” 
as well as being outspent by opposers 
of the proposition. Opposers include 
Monsanto, Pepsi, DOW, Coca-Cola 
and Nestle. In an effort to keep the 
fight alive, many have boycotted GMO 
supportive companies and switched 
over to GMO-free companies. For those 
looking to stay informed on what is and 
is not GMO free, the Food Revolution 
Network, True Food Network and The 
Institute for Responsible Technology all 
provide lists and resources for consumers.
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Local business supports Army National 
Guardsman, wins award
IBRITNE MCKAY

Press Staff Writer

When Matthew Cherrette went 
to work for the Moran Iron Works 
company, nobody knew he was a 
wounded veteran because Matthew 
didn’t look for sympathy. As far as 
anyone knew he was just a great 
worker who enjoyed his job. A few 
years later, Cherrette went to Tom 
Moran, owner and founder of Moran 
Iron Works, and told him he was 
being reactivated by the National 
Guard. Cherrette worried about 
what this would mean for his job 
and was surprised when Moran told 
him that his job was secure and that 
the company would help in any way 
possible. The few weeks leading up 
to Cherrette’s deployment were very 
stressful on his family. The Moran 
company had a party for Matthew, 
which helped relieve some tension. 
Moran even reached out personally 
to Cherrette’s Commanding Officer.

“We all knew how Matthew was 
as a worker, but we wanted to know 
how he was a soldier, so I contacted

his Commanding Officer,” Moran 
said.

A few months after Cherrette left 
for Afghanistan, the Moran office 
decided to send him a card to let him 
know that they were thinking of him 
and that he had their full support.

The company continued to send 
cards, as well as a company calendar 
that all of the employees had written 
notes on. At Christmas, Moran 
gathered a list of things that could

be sent to soldiers, and the whole 
company pitched in to put together 
a package for Cherrette. The women 
in the office are also in contact with 
Cherrette’s wife.

Moran said, “Helping Matt came 
very naturally and everyone was 
involved.”

Cherrette nominated Moran 
for the Department of Defense 
Distinguished Patriotic Award. 
Cherrette felt that Moran truly 
deserved the award because he had 
helped the Cherrette family in so 
many ways. Moran was presented 
with the award on January 4, 2013.

“It was a great honor. The entire 
team was elated,” he said.

However, Moran does not take 
sole credit for supporting Cherrette. 
He said it was a Moran Iron Works 
family effort and the award will 
be hung where everyone can see 
it. Moran said that they were just 
supporting one of their own and a 
defender of the country.

French taxes 
soar after bill 
passes

I MATHIEU ST. CHARLES
News Editor

Tax hikes in France have the wealthy 
on alert: they could be taxed at a rate 
of up to 75 percent. This tax rate has 
been deemed unconstitutional by the 
French people. Everyone earning above 
one million euros will be hit by this tax, 
which has the wealthy debating whether 
they should stay imhe country. Even 
people who make less than one million 
are questioning the French government. 
The government says it should help 
“get the country back on its feet again” 
and predicts positive growth in 2013 
as an outcome of the bill. Despite what 
the government says, the bill is having 
a heavy effect on the French people, 
especially bigger businesses, who will take 
measures to keep their high earners from 
feeling the effects of the bill. Some people 
have already left the country. The bill is 
said to be only temporary, but its effects 
will be significant enough to make an 
impact on France’s debt.

How to fit a bachelor's degree 
/ ..4-J- into your busy schedule

a Cali or visit Central Michigan University's Global 
Campus in Traverse City & Online

Local evening and weekend classes allow time for work, family, & friends 
Online options for many courses and programs 
Compressed terms so you finish in less time k
Books and library materials delivered to you

B Choose the Bachelor's degree JR
that's right for you

Administration • Leadership
Community Development • Political Science fiSc 1k fcl
Elementary Education • Psychology
Health Sciences • Public Administration ,v .............!

• Take your Associate's degree to the next levelFor free, confidential 
answers to your questions 
about being pregnant, call 
Child and Family Services at

Our center staff, online specialists, and caring, dedicated faculty are ready to 
build on your current studies and help you every step of the way from your 
first questions to graduation and beyond.

Apply for positions you couldn't even dream of before:

Get started today! C3II231-995-1756, 
toli-free 877-268-4636 or e-mail 
Trayer^e.City@cmich.edu

CMU is an AA/EO institution (see ; 
cmich.edu/aaeo). 35285b 11/12.'

A/hat am I going to do? what should I tell
him? how do I get medical care? can I

stay in school? should 1 keep my baby? 

what about adoption?

Child & Family Services
of Northwestern Michigan

cmich.edu/TravfefseCityStrengthening the Fabric of the Family Since 1937



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

January 17, 2013
WHITE PINE PRESS04 FEATURE www.whitepinepress.org

Snow tires on bikes?
I MATHIEU ST. CHARLES .

Press Staff Writer
Usually, snow tires are a must 

to get through the harsh winter of 
Northern Michigan. Most of the time, 
cars are the ones to get snow tires, but 
avid bicyclists are using snow tires for 
their bikes as well. These are called 
fat tires and are about 4 inches wide. 
They make it easier and safer to ride 
in the snow, though not so much on 
the ice. Since the tires are so wide, 
the bike itself must have a modified 
frame to support them. These bikes 
are heavier than standard street bikes, 
There are two primary types of tires 
suitable for use in the snow: fat tires 
and studded tires. Studded tires can be 
fitted to almost any bike, but the fat 
tires cannot.

Dave Dalquist, Internet coordinator 
at NMC, has cycled during the winter 
months. He says that the studded tires 
provide more traction on the ice and 
hard packed snow but you still can’t 
go to fast on these snow tires. These 
tires make commuting in the snow 
safer and Dalquist says that they have 
better traction than cars due to the 
studs on the tires. Cars are at a traction 
disadvantage, he says, because they 
cannot have studs on them—studded 
bike tires have a safety advantage.

“[The] tires are more expensive,

but when it comes to personal safety 
and being part of the flow of traffic, 
they’re worth it,” Dalquist says. The 
studded tires are available in different 
Sizes to accommodate any wheel, says 
Dalquist. The studded tires don’t work 
in deep soft snow; the fat tires are more 
suited to it. With studded tires you 
can ride in the woods, because they are 
more for trails and shallow snow. There 
are trails specially made for fat tire 
bikes that have a good base of snow.

Brick Wheels in Traverse City sells 
the fat tire style bike. Jacob Ellis, an 
NMC student who works at Brick 
Wheels, says that people have been 
using these snow bikes for bike races 
as well. The fat tire bikes are used in 
the Alaskan Iditarod, which is where 
they originated. There is a world 
championship snow bike race in 
Marquette, MI this year, says Ellis.
He also says that the fat tire bikes 
have been selling quite a bit. People 
usually use these bikes for recreation, 
but they are also used for commuting. 
Ellis also talked about the frame of 
the bike. The bike’s wheels have holes 
in the inner sides of them to reduce 
weight, which means it will feel like a 
normal mountain bike, but with added 
traction.

Brick Wheel employee and NMC student, Jacob Ellis, on a fat tire 
bike

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts 
letters to the editor from members of the 
college and community. Letters should 
be less than 400 words, typewritten, 
and signed with your name, address and 
phone number. Letters may be edited 
for clarity, grammar, spelling and length. 
Opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of The White Pine Press staff or 
any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686
BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 
BY FAX: (231)995-2110

The "BearGrease" frame fat tire bike with Husker du 45Nrth tires

Build on your Associate's degree for an
exciting career in politics
Online Bachelor of Science degree in Political Science 
from Central Michigan University's Global Campus.

As you've seen in the recent elections, politics is 
never dull and political decisions have an immediate 
and lasting impact on the entire world.

Make a difference, earn your bachelor's degree 
with a Major in Political Science ~ ONLINE!

Greaf for careers in polities, d'piamacy, ziyit service 
andfoi predaw students.

Classes are forming now. Apply today!

CMU
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 

UNIVERSITY

Get it all Online, at Central Michigan University's Global Campus.

Call 877-268-4636 today! global.cmich.edu/bsps



 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

AMUSEMENT 0

Los Angeles Times Deify Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

ACROSS
1 Vintner's vessei 
4 Avis rival 
9 Amazon.com

nos.
14 Bearer of bear 

cubs, in Madrid
15Cheri who 

impersonated 
Judge Judy on 
“Saturday Night 
Live”

16 Gardener’s 
transplant

17 Sales pro
18 Double trouble... 

fora hydrophobic 
teetotaler?

20 Pueblo brick
22 Stone unit
23 Dance that tells a 

story
24 Skyline haze 
26 Id controller
29.. . for an 

arachnophobic 
hermit?

32 Chest-maker’s 
wood

34 Pharmaceutical 
oil

35 Arduous
36.. . for an 

acrophobic 
wallflower?

39 Make a meal of
40 Apportion
41 Clubs: Abbr.
42.. . for a 

xenophobic 
couch potato?

46 Shtick
47 Long to be with
48 This time only
49 Smithy's tool
52 Harp (on)
53 ...foran 

agoraphobic 
soldier?

58 AAA freebie
59 Rockers Van__
60 Not just odd
61 Online qualifier
62 Steel plow 

pioneer
83 Creeps up on 
64 Fitting

DOWN
1 Some ark 

contents

By Marti DuGuay-Carpenter 1 /17/13
Last issue's answers

Think You Might Be Pregnant?
You Can Know For Sure!

./^Pregnancy 
(Care Center

•</\ Pregnancy Tests & Confirmation
Information on Abortion & Pregnancy

All Services Free & Confidential

2 Depleted
3 Port near 

Vesuvio
4 “Battle Hymn Of 

the Republic” 
lyricist

5 SFO posting
6 On Soc. Sec.
7 3-Down trio
8 December 

stone
9Yaroslavna’s i 

spouse, in a 
Borodin opera

10 Span, title
11 Driven home
12 Gp. for Jets, but 

not Sharks !
13 __-Foy, Quebec
19 Purse
21 It’s not a good 

sign
24 Tom Lehrer song
25 Mice and men
27 Sharks or Jets
28 Nonprofit’s URL 

ending
30* World": 

“Sesame Street’ 
feature

31 Hold back
32 Williams title 

starter

33 Seating offering 
more space

35 Graph heading? -
36 Assent to a 

capitan
37 Shaky
38 Yale Bowl 

cheerers
39 Dollop
42 Quinn of “Annie”
43 Weak state
44 Workshop device

45 Sniggler’s tool 
47 Stereo jade label
50 Buc or Met
51 Kudzu, for one
52 Sources of some 

highlights
53 Advanced deg.
54 OPEC member
55 Family tree word
56 Chunk of history
57 FaBen space 

station

CONTACT US:
121 S. Garfield Ste C, Traverse City
231-929-3488
www.know4sure.org

Susan Soffredine Rauser, Agent
3760 N US 31 S

Located directly across from Meijer 
and south of Big Boy! 

Traverse City, Ml 49684 
Bus: 231-421-9596 

susan.rauser.u83x@statefarm.com
Monday-Thursday 8:30AM - 7PM 

Friday 8:30AM - 5PM 
Saturday 9:00AM - 4PM

t • Jf - * ' ‘

Come in for 
a test save.

Total average savings of $480‘
I'd love to show you some new ways to make your car 
insurance dollars work harder.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.'*
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7.

estate Farm
'Average annua! household savings based on national 2010 survey of new policyholders who reported savings by switching to Slate Farm. 

P0901 IS. 1 State Farm Mutual Automobile insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

*



 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Going gre
NMC makes use c
■

 NICOLE WILDMAN
Press Managing Editor

This fall, NMC’s 
Northwestern Michigan Food 
Court in West Hall began 
composting all its organic 
waste from the kitchen. 
General Manager Robert 
Scott got his inspiration 
last year when NMC was 
evacuated during a winter 
storm that knocked out 
power in most of the city. 
Scott temporarily moved his 
operations over to the Great 
Lakes Culinary Institute 
(GLCI), and while there, 
he discovered that a large 
portion of the Institute’s 
waste was being composted 
rather than thrown away.

When Scott got back to 
his own campus, he began 
preparing to start his own 
composting system, very 
similar to the one GLCI was 
using.

“I saw what they were 
doing, and I just mirrored 
that,” Scott said.

Both campuses keep 
empty five-gallon buckets 
next to every station in 
the kitchen, including the 
manned stations in West 
Hall’s food court. Once 
the buckets are filled, the 
compost is transferred to 
large dumpsters, like the ones 
most people use at home 
for garbage. The compost 
is picked up by Bay Area 
Recycling for Charities.

According to Scott, 
his kitchen has already 
composted three tons of 
waste. Most of the food is 
prepared from scratch by the

These compost
bins, outside of the 
Hagerty Center and 
Great Lakes Culinary 
Institute, have greatly 
reduced the amount of 
garbage the kitchens 
send to the landfill.

kitchen staff. For instance, 
the fruit in the fruit cups 
is all fresh, so greens from 
strawberries, stems from 
grapes, and even rinds from 
melons and pineapples are 
all composted. In addition, 
the scraps from vegetables 
and other fruits, egg shells, 
and paper towels go into 
the compost buckets. The 
kitchen also composts the 
Starbucks coffee grounds 
and filters from the adjacent 
C-store. In fact, they pretty 
much compost all unusable 
food except for raw meat.

“I just couldn’t believe the 
amount of composting,” said 
Scott.

Scott said he was very 
excited about the program, 
and that he’d already had to 
ask Bay Area Recycling for 
an additional bin to handle 
the volume of compost the 
kitchen generates.

Over at GLCI and 
the Hagerty Center, the 
reduction in garbage has been 
significant. Fred Laughlin, 
Director of GLCI, said the 
trash cans used to be almost 
too heavy to lift.

“We do everything from 
scratch, so we generate a lot 
more garbage than a typical 
restaurant,” he said.

At GLCI, as at West 
Hall’s food court, all food is 
composted, even meat, fat, 
and bones. They compost 
paper towels as well. The 
composting program was 
started three years ago by 
Nate Glidden, Director of

This artia
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en:
if waste

the Hagerty Center, and 
Coburn MacNaughton, the 
Hagerty Center’s executive 
chef. The two witnessed 
composting on a large scale 
at a charitable event, where 
they met Andy Gale of Bay 
Area Recycling for Charities, 
who worked with them to 
start their own program.
With the help of Sarah 
Schepers (then a student, 
now a GLCI graduate who 
works at the Hagerty Center) 
they convinced the rest of 
the staff that a focus on 
composting and recycling 
was a worthwhile effort.

Schepers became a 
“recycling champion,” 
Glidden said. She kept the 
staff motivated to participate. 
Once the program was 
implemented, it wasn’t 
difficult to keep up.

“If you can throw the 
trash in the bin, you can 
throw it a foot to the right 
in the compost, or a foot 
to the left in the recycling,” 
Schepers said. “It’s definitely 
just become an everyday 
habit.”

Both campuses recycle 
cardboard, plastics, 
glass and aluminum 
faithfully. Both also take 
“green” one step further 
by using biodegradable 
Ecolab products in their 
dishwashers. All the oil used 
for deep-frying is picked up 
by an outside company and 
recycled into biodiesel.

'e is the first in a. series on composting.

Life from decay
Composting doesn’t just happen 

in the kitchen at NMC. This fall, 
as they have for the past several 
years, groundskeepers moved well 
over 1,000 cubic yards of leaves 
and pine needles from the main 
campus to property that NMC 
owns, located across from the East
ern Avenue entrance. The mass of 
debris is collected into a huge pile ■' 
and allowed to decompose for one 
to 1 1/2 years, during which time 
groundskeepers turn the pile seven 
or eight times (which takes around 
eight hours each time). When the 
process is complete, the pile has 
decreased significantly in volume, 
and groundskeepers are left with 
rich compost. They use it all over 
campus, mainly for planting grass, 
but also as fill, and sometimes 
in the flower beds. Because they 
make their own compost, the team 
doesn’t have to buy black dirt from

Kirk Waterstripe 
sheds some light 
on composting
Did you know it was 

possible to compost 
dairy and meat, even 
bones? Many people 
don’t compost these 
things at home because 
meat smells bad when 
decomposing—and that 
smell attracts predators 
like raccoons or 
neighborhood dogs. If 
you’re going to compost 
these things, the trick 
is to bury them deep 
inside the compost pile, 
and make sure they’re 
completely surrounded 
by other materials. 
Encase the whole thing 
in carbon-rich dead 
leaves. Then don’t turn

an outside source.
“We save a ton of money,” Ed 

Blough, the grounds lead, said.
Kirk Waterstripe, adjunct pro

fessor and head of NMC’s biology 
lab and greenhouse, said the plant 
waste from the greenhouse is also 
composted and added to the leaf 
pile, as long as it is not contami
nated by disease.

Waterstripe takes composting 
one step further with his vermi- 
composting operation system—in 
other words, his worm bin. The 
bin is filled with shredded paper 
(recycled from campus waste), food 
(mainly lunch leftovers), and, of 
course, worms. The worms eat the 
paper and food, turning it into nu
trient-rich “castings” (a nice name 
for worm poop), which can then 
be used in the potting soil mix for 
greenhouse plants.

Last year's mound of fallen foliage is almost ready for 
use as topsoil. These piles have been known to become so 
hot that billowing steam has been seen rising from them, 
occasionally frightening neighbors.

it for a year. As these 
substances decay, they 
use up all the oxygen 
in the pile, which 
aids in creating heat, 
which in turn helps to 
keep pathogens at bay. 
When using your own 
compost, intact bones 
can be crushed with 
a hammer and used 
as homemade bone 
meal, a phosphorus- 
rich amendment. 
Chicken bones can be 
left whole, and they 
will slowly decay over 
about five years, acting 
as a long-term source of 
phosphorus.

Kirk Waterstripe teaches plant biology during summer semester 
at NMC.

Resident composting 
expert Kirk Waterstripe's 
Vermicomposting operation 
system provides nutrient-filled 
castings for greenhouse plants.
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"What was weirdest thing that happened to you over break?"
"Making birthday cake 

with pudding and whipped 
cream and cake crumbles,

all stirred up together."

ABBY TONGUE
Dual enrolled

"On my way back from 
Kelowna, B.C., I saw a fist 
fight at a bus stop in L.A.”

DANIEL KNISLEY
Engineering

I witnessed a couple of car 
accidents, all in the same

day."

ROBERT RANONE
Business/ Maritime

"My 6-year-old singing 
'Tainted Love.'"

TRAVIS SHUTLER
Business administration

"My mouse died!"

RACHEL SEXTON
Culinary

Dear NMC and White Pine Press readers,

By the time you read this I will be well on my way to 
beginning a new adventure with my life. I have been your 
photographer for the past three semesters here at NMC. Through 
this, my photographic skills have been expanded and fine-tuned.
I appreciate, the experience that I have accumulated. Each photo 
assignment was a chance to learn more about photography and 
become a better photographer. I’m sure that the connections 
that I made will be valuable in the future. The National College 
Media Conference that some of the WPP staff were sent to in 
early November was phenomenal. I learned photography and 
photojournalism from the best of the best. I will be using what 
they taught for the rest of my life and I hope that I will be able 
carry it over to the Air Force.

Thank you for allowing me all of this. Thank you for 
letting me be your photographer and giving me opportunities 
and experience. NMC has been a launching point for my career. 
You do not realize how fortunate you are to be going here. Do 
you know how blessed we are to have small classes and personal 
contact with our instructors? NMC has so much to offer. Take 
advantage of it. The connections that I have made through the 
WPP, Police Academy, my internship, and classes are not only 
valuable and useful to me now, but will also be years down the 
road. NMC has changed my life. I hope that it has yours, too.

You may have never met me, but I have a challenge for you: Go 
out into this world, be who you want to be, do what you want to 
do, and give it your all. There is nothing that you cannot do. You 
are the only thing holding you back. Also realize that there are 
so many things that have yet to be done; so many things simply 
because someone has not thought to do it that way yet. Think 
outside the box. Be the first to do it.

Again, thank you. Have a great life. :D 

Christine Brown
Staff Photographer since fall 2011 
Criminal Justice, yr. 2
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Men who stare at votes:
The men of Michigan's Republican 
legislature can't look their female 
constituents in the eye

MUSINGS gg OF A LADY
a EMILY MAGNER

Press Columnist

On November 28, 2012, a group of 
social work students and I woke up at 3:30 
a.m. and drove on unplowed and unsalted 
roads to talk to our representatives about 
HB 5711.

We studied and analyzed the 60-plus 
page bill and found that it would regulate 
women’s health centers out of existence, 
limit abortion access for women in rural 
areas, prevent private insurance companies 
from covering any abortion services, give a 
tax credit for fetuses (but not for children), 
and it would allow medical providers to 
deny any health care service they deem 
objectionable.

After careful analysis, we believed this 
bill to be nothing but harmful to Michigan 
women, families, and communities.

Our first visit was with Senator 
Howard Walker. We started our meeting 
wholeheartedly thanking him for taking 
the time to meet with us. I talked about 
the importance of heating both sides to an 
issue. I talked about ethical obligations—I 
believe social workers and politicians have 
something in common.

What a mental health professional says 
to a client has a different weight to it than 
if a friend or family member were to say 
something to them. The same goes for a 
politician. When a politician speaks, they 
speak for everyone in their district.

I told Howard that as social workers, 
in order to preserve the integrity of 
our profession, we follow the National 
Association of Social Workers’ code of 
ethics. This code tells us that in order to 
help our clients achieve self-determination, 
we must leave our personal opinions at the 
door.

Howard Walker looked at us blankly. 
He glanced at his watch. He fussed with 
his phone.

We went on to talk specifically about 
how this bill will harm Michigan women, 
disproportionately women living in rural 
areas like ours. After we brought up a few 
of these points, he put up his hands and 
said that he couldn’t really speak to those 
topics ... he.had not yet even read the bill.

In front of him was a one paragraph 
synopsis I assume was from the Right 
to Life special interest organization who 
drafted the bill.

Howard Walker had not even bothered 
to read it.

We spoke with him for 20 minutes.
Ihe whole time, he was dismissive, 
misinformed, and rude. When his handler 
told him, “five more minutes,” I told him 
that I would never ask him to change his 
beliefs on abortion, I would protect his 
right to believe whatever he wanted, but 
I did want him to consider the harmful 
implications that this legislation would 
have on women and consider his ethical 
obligation to his field to leave his personal 
•views at the door.

Before I could finish my sentence, 
he waved his hand dismissively and 
interrupted, “THIS ISN’T ABOUT 
WOMEN! THIS IS ABOUT 
PROTECTING FETUSES!”

We could not believe what we had just 
heard. Everyone was silent.

I calmly put my palm down on the 
table, spoke gently, looked him straight in 
the eye and said, “Howard, you do know 
where babies come from don’t you?”

I went on. “Do not try to tell me that 
this isn’t about women, about families, 
about communities, and yes, about me, a 
woman. A woman you represent.”

We have elected lawmakers who do not 
care, who do not read bills, and who do 
not represent us. Our representatives can’t

even be bothered to be respectful when we 
travel from their home districts to offer 
an opposing view. This is not acceptable 
behavior from an elected official, 
Republican or Democrat.

Our next stop was State Representative 
Wayne Schmidt’s office. After hounding 
his office with e-mails and phone messages 
for over three weeks, we were finally able 
to get an appointment to meet with him.

What a different experience we had 
there.

Our group had just left the office of 
a man who ideologically believed in this 
bill ... it was quickly made apparent that 
Wayne Schmidt is merely a puppet.

Right off the bat, as we sat down, 
Wayne told us that he did not want to talk 
about HB 5711. He told us it wasn’t going 
to come up in lame duck. “It’s a bad bill. It 
is not going to be voted on.”

Wait—a bad bill? He voted for it when 
it passed in the House! We were stunned.

The man representing us cast his vote 
for HB 5711 and then openly admitted 
to our faces that he believed it to be a 
bad bill. He even went so far as to point 
out different aspects of the bill that he 
disagreed with, such as the one million 
dollars of insurance a doctor would be 
required to purchase in order to provide 
emergency contraception to a patient, yet 
Wayne voted yes!

I had to ask the question, “Why?”
He told us that it was “just politics.”

He said that he needs the Right to Life 
endorsement, so he voted for it.

Again. We were shocked. Absolutely 
floored.

He admitted to five of his constituents’ 
faces that he supported a bill that he knew 
to be wrong because he needed a special 
interest’s endorsement.

This is immoral. Our elected officials 
are not making decisions based on the 
good of the community they were elected

to represent.
Before we left, I told Wayne Schmidt 

that if he was a good politician he wouldn’t 
need a special interest’s endorsement to 
win. In the end, this bill did come up in 
the lame duck session, and Schmidt did 
cast his vote for it a second time. The bill 
passed, and will soon be the law of the 
land.

Those of us who took the time to make 
appointments to go and visit face-to-face 
with our lawmakers feel a true loss.

We are not being represented by 
qualified people. Qur lawmakers are voting 
with their religion; they are people who 
vote with their pocketbooks.

These are politicians who don’t read 
bills, who don’t listen to us, who don’t 
trust women or care what we think.

I sign petitions, I write letters, I make 
phone calls, I write articles, I mobilized 
a group of my peers to join me in the 
three and a half hour drive to talk to our 
representatives in person, and all I have 
learned is that they do not care.

I have learned that we, the people 
they represent, the people in their home 
district, don’t matter to them. Our voices 
are not heard.

By showing their true colors they gave 
me a gift:

I am now inspired like never before 
to encourage qualified women to run for 
office.

This experience has taught me that 
Michigan women, and the men who love 
them, need equal representation, or at the 
very least qualified representation, in our 
governance."

We need to hold our lawmakers to a 
higher standard—we must get involved, 
talk to them.

We need to promise to hold them 
responsible for their actions.

We need to show them that we are 
paying attention.

The pathway to your future begins at Grand Valley in Traverse City!
Wherever you’ve been, wherever you’re going, Grand Valley State University in Traverse City will help get you where you want to be.
•’ Start fresh or use previously earned college credits • Take classes close to where you work and live
• Convenient evening, hybrid, and online courses • Small class sizes mean personalized attention

GrandXAllia 
State University

TRAVERSE CITY 
regional Center

LEARiy MORE TODAY! www.gvsu.eriu/tra verse » nmlrtfo^gvsu.eda • {2811995-1785.
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"Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas," 
by Hunter S. Thompson

"We aren't in bat country anymore."

B STEPHANIE HUTCHINSON «
Press Staff Writer

“Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas” by Hunter 
S. Thompson is a true story looking back into a 
changing era of America, and the search for the 
long sought after American Dream.

“Raoul Duke,” an alias for the author and the 
book’s main character, goes on a trip to Las Vegas 
along with “Dr. Gonzo,” an alias for the real Oscar 
Zeta Acosta, to write an article on the “Mint 
400,” but instead find themselves searching for the 
American Dream.

After making their way through a plentiful stash 
of drugs and finding trouble at nearly every corner, 
“Dr. Gonzo” flees back to Los Angeles, leaving 
“Duke” all on his own. Duke attempts to get out 
of Las Vegas, only to get into more trouble, and 
ultimately goes back to Las Vegas to cover a police 
conference—perhaps the last place he should be.

Dr. Gonzo returns and the trouble continues. As 
they try to keep one step ahead of bill collectors, 
a young artist, and police, they continue on their 
rampage, ripping through Las Vegas, “burning the 
locals,” and finding that elusive American Dream. 

The story itself is richly entertaining, and very

well written. Perhaps the most brilliant thing about 
Thompson’s writing is his brutal and unwavering 
honesty. Thompson does not ‘sugarcoat’ anything, 
but states what he and Acosta did in Las Vegas as 
if he doesn’t remotely care if anyone is offended by 
their actions. You can’t help but respect that sort of 
steadfast honesty. He had a story to tell, and he told 
it.

Another very interesting thing about “Fear and 
Loathing in Las Vegas,” is how layered the story is. 
On the surface there are two men taking a trip to 
Las Vegas, doing every drug they could get their 
hands on, and behaving in a manner the no one— 
even in the 70s—would find acceptable. But if 
you delve deeper, you find that Thompson was so 
much more than his character, Duke. There are two 
major parts in the book where Thompson writes 
about the changes that came in with a new decade, 
where the reader can gain a whole new perspective 
on that time in history. As “change” has been the 
most recent motto for our country, it is quite 
extraordinary to read a story written by a man who 
lived through a great change, and looked into it

further than most.
Perhaps the greatest thing about these layers, 

is that they mean that “Fear and Loathing in Las 
Vegas” offers something for every reader. There 
is the surface level of adventure and humor 
that appeals to any reader who just wants to be 
entertained, and then there are the deeper pieces of 
the story that not only provide a new perspective 
but are guaranteed to make the reader think, which 
would appeal to any reader who likes to look 
further into a story or to be challenged into looking 
further into the past.

The only negative thing that can be said about 
“Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas,” is that it is 
not for those who are easily offended by vulgar 
language, drug abuse, and a blatant disregard for 
every imaginable rule in society.

Otherwise, “Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas” 
offers an array of interesting characters, a ton of 
humorous dialogue and situations, and a peek at a 
changing era.

Five out of Five Stars

if you have been waiting for the right time to start your bacheior's 
degree, the time is now. Ferris State University offers classes at 
Northwestern Michigan College so that you can take the first step 
to a new you right here. Are you ready for the new year?

Visit our website at www.ferris.edu/statewide or cal! Pur office at 
(.231J 995-1734 or (866) 857-1954 to schedule an appointment with an 
academic advisor or to find out mom about the opportunities ava/ab'e 
to you right here at Northwestern Michigan College.

J ... . , • ■ • '.-■W.-’iC.-

Ferris State 
University
TRAVERSE CITY

Choose now. Your tomorrow starts today.
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"The Man Without a Past" by Aki Kaurismaki
I KAYLA BELL

Press Staff Writer

“The Man Without a Past” is, as its title 
suggests, a film about time. It is about the pain 
caused by the passage of time, but it is also 
about the beauty that comes with forgetting that 
passage. The characters populating the working- 
class world of the story exemplify both of these . 
ideas. They are saddled with sad history— 
economic crises, jobs shipped to the Far East, 
and living quarters reduced to little more than 
scrapyards by the sea. But because of the bleak 
lore they carry, there is a strong sense of identity, 
one that arises naturally from a clear distinction 
between past and present.

Enter the eponymous man, who, due to 
a baseball bat bludgeoning during a late night 
burglary in the park, has no memories other than 
those created since waking up from a trauma- 
induced coma. He has no history: no name, no 
home, and no direction. This makes him both 
ideal and anomalous in Helsinki’s industrial 
neighborhoods. His face is sullen and his hands 
rough, so he is quickly taken in as one of them, 
for, as one metal worker suggests, he may have 
even been one of them. But there is no shared 
burden, no weight of the past bearing forever 
down upon his soot-stained visage as it does on 
those of his fellow grinders.

But it can’t all be gloom. Aki 
Kaurismaki, widely acknowledged as a deadpan

comedian on par with Jarmusch or Keaton, 
inserts color in the most unexpected of places. 
Whether it be the icy humor lining the movie’s 
dialogue exchanges or the impromptu rock n’ 
roll performances, there is always some hope 
hiding beneath the surface. The most freeing 
of all joys, though, is the love shared among 
the workers, behind closed doors, behind 
sterile grimaces. The romance that blossoms 
between the man without a past and Irma, a 
guarded Salvation Army employee, is genuine 
in the least dramatic way. It is an unspoken 
courtship that is dominated by apprehension 
and misunderstanding, with only hints of 
excitement. But the occasional smiles, no 
matter how slight, that escape from these 
calloused people light up the screen with all 
the radiance of the kiss finales of American 
movies.

As the aloof winter begins to wane, it 
becomes apparent that the past, however far 
away it may seem from our man and those he 
encounters and inspires, cannot remain absent 
forever. It returns and retorts to the supposed 
enlightenment caused by the film’s opening 
beating, revealing a past side of the man that 
throws his newfound identity into further turmoil. 
Now aware of his birth name as well as that 
of his former wife, he must decide whether or

< “SsSsO

not to turn away from the weightless existence of 
anonymity or truly discard the realities that have 
long since passed.

This film is available on DVD at the 
Traverse Area District Library.

Om Cafe comes to Traverse City
| Press Staff Writer A fresh taste of nature

With the New Year, resolutions of becoming fit 
and eating healthy usually follow. If you’re looking for 
a place to do just that, check out Om Cafe. Located in 
downtown Traverse City, Om Cafe has opened up shop in 
the old Loading Dock building. Over the summer, owners 
Jason Thibodeau and Ryan MacManus decided to bring 
their popular Ferndale restaurant, owned by Jasons mom, 
to Northern Michigan. Om Cafes message is simple: to 
serve delicious healthy food that is GMO free as well as 
sustainable. Head Chef Rebecca Tranchell is a graduate of 
the Great Lakes Culinary Institute and helped Jason and 
Ryan develop the current menu. She implements fresh, 
local ingredients into the restaurant and even takes the 
time to list ingredients on a board near the kitchen. The 
majority of the menu consists of vegetarian and vegan 
fare, but includes the options for salmon or a fish of 
the day. In addition, the menu includes gluten free and 
macrobiotic items. They are also very accommodating for 
people with food sensitivities.

Recently I’ve had the pleasure of dining at Om 
and I was not disappointed. The atmosphere is cozy 
and warm and it feels like home. The staff is friendly 
and inviting as well as knowledgeable about the entire 
menu. I stayed for the dinner service and tried a variety 
of the menu options. For appetizers, I sampled the

Whole Roasted Garlic with tomato basil relish and rice 
crackers ($6) as well as the Original Om Maki, which is a 
vegetarian spring roll filled with organic brown rice, carrot 
and daikon radish served with their famous tahini dressing 
($8). If you’re with a group, I suggest ordering a pot of 
tea for the table, as it complements the entire meal. As for 
entrees, The Buddhist Priest Stir-Fry is a delicious option 
and has a plethora of customizable choices including 
your choice of organic brown rice, udon or soba noodles 
($12). If you’re feeling adventurous, I definitely suggest 
trying tempeh or seitan as a protein option. In addition to 
the traditional menu, Om Cafe offers specials, late night 
drinks and half-off appetizers mentioned in their tweets. 
Their dessert menu is also extensive and definitely worth a 
look.

Om Cafe is located on 205 Lake Avenue,
Traverse City MI, 49684. They are closed on Mondays, 
however, they are open Tuesday - Thursday: 11 am - 3 
pm; 5 pm - 9 pm, Friday - Saturday: 11 am - 3 pm; 5 
pm - 10 pm, and Saturday and Sunday Brunch: 11 am 
— 3 pm. Their appetizers run from $6 to $9 and entrees 
$12 to $22. You can contact them at (231) 941 - 4422 or 
follow them on Facebook or Twitter @Omcafetc.

Love it!
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Top 5 video games of 2012
I MICHAEL ROBINSON

Press Editor-in-Chief

Tide: “Shin Megami Tensei: Devil 
Survivor 2”

Genre: Tactical Role-Playing Game
System: Nintendo DS
ESRB: T
Why it’s good: Oh, “Shin Megami Tensei”—where 

do I begin? The entire series ranks high in the list of the 
best games that nobody has ever heard of, never mind 
played. “Devil Survivor 2” is, of course, the sequel to 
“Devil Survivor,” named Nintendo DS RPG of the Year 
by many critics and players back in 2009. What do you 
do when a website pops up that can show you videos of 
the deaths of your loved ones—before they die? What do 
you do if you watch your own death? Of course, you’d try 
to do something about it, and that’s what the protagonist 
of “Devil Survivor 2” attempts to do with the help of two 
of his friends. Of course, this is only the tip of the iceberg. 
Before long, Tokyo—the game’s setting—is subject to a 
demon invasion, and possibly an alien one as well, and 
you and your friends discover that you can summon your 
own contracted demons with your cell phones. Crazy. For 
the rest of the game, you and your team of summoners 
attempt to figure out what on Earth is going on, with 
grid-based gameplay reminiscent of “Final Fantasy 
Tactics” infused with RPG-style battle engagements. Add 
in branching storylines dependent on your choices and 
tons of demons to discover and contract, and you have 
hundreds of hours of gameplay ahead. Brace yourself— 
can you survive?

Title: “Dishonored”
Genre: “First-person sneaker”
System: Xbox 360, PlayStation 3
ESRB: M
Why it’s good: Does anyone else still remember 

the PC gaming classic “Thief”? The three of 
you out there (hopefully more) who just sat up 
straighten listen closely. Everyone else should, too. 
“Dishonored” is what you get when “Thief” has a 
child with “Bioshock” that’s blessed by “Shadow of 
the Colossus” and kissed by “Assassin’s Creed”: it’s 
dark, it’s atmospheric, and it forces you to think on 
the fly. Assassinate marks, pick pockets, and sneak 
around guards never making a sound. Now try it 
again—without killing anyone. The fewer kills you 
execute, the better the game’s ending. Even your key 
assassinations have alternate death-free solutions, often 
more satisfying than the usual kill. Did I mention it 
takes place during the Black Plague in a steampunk 
universe with fantasy elements where everything is run 
on whale oil? Enough said:

Title: “Zero Escape: Virtues Last 
Reward”

Genre: Half virtual novel, half 
“point-and-click” adventure

System: Nintendo 3DS
ESRB: M
Why it’s good: The sequel to 2010’s criminally 

underplayed “999: 9 Hours 9 Persons 9 Doors,” 
“Virtue’s Last Reward” puts the player in the shoes 
of one of nine people trapped in a warehouse 
who are forced to play a game of life and death, 
moderated by an AI that takes the form of an 
obnoxiously cute, pun-loving rabbit who goes by 
the name of Zero III. If it sounds weird, that’s 
because it is. Gameplay is evenly divided between 
text-heavy “novel” sections, which tell the game’s 
main story with surprisingly good voice acting 
(even the English tracks—pretty rare for games 
of this type), and “escape” sections, which pit 
the player against mind-bending puzzles with a 
mission to escape one of the warehouse’s many 
rooms. While the extensive novel sections may 
grate on some players, the game’s plot is something 
that must be experienced to be understood, and 
that statement works on multiple levels. Give a 
lesser-appreciated genre a try, and pick this up.
Just be warned: good people will die.

Tide: “Xenoblade Chronicles”
Genre: Japanese Role-Playing Game 
System: Wii
ESRB: T
Why it’s good: Older gamers may remember 

a JRPG for the original PlayStation called 
“Xenogears”—and they should. It was a triumph 
for its time: the graphics were some of the 
most attractive on the system, the soundtrack 
was nothing short of glorious, and the plot 
was rich and varied, sprinkled with references 
to several psychological theories and religions 
from around the globe. Though the “Xenosaga” 
trilogy attempted to pick up the torch to mixed 
reception, “Xenoblade Chronicles” is the true 
spiritual sequel to “Xenogears.” With graphics 
that easily outperform most other Wii titles, 
a storyline just as good as its predecessor’s, a 
shockingly giant overworld to explore, and a 
grand, sweeping soundtrack to boot, there’s more 
than enough reason to give this game a shot.
The fact that it almost didn’t get translated for 
America should be further encouragement—do 
you want to keep getting great games like this?
Vote with your wallet, and show video game 
companies that we don’t want to miss out.

Title: “ZombiU”
Genre: Survival-Horror 
System: Wii U 
ESRB: M
Why it’s good: Granted, novelty gives this game a 

boost, thanks to the recent launch of the Wii U, but 
“ZombiU” easily holds its ground on its own. Anyone 
who misses the days when survival-horror games were 
actually scary, who misses the thrill of narrow escapes 
and the dread of running for your life because you’re 
out of ammunition again—you need to play this game. 
Where “Resident Evil” now robs us of its supposed fear 
by handing players all sorts of heavy weaponry and 
“Dead Space” depends on jump-scares and predictable 
suspense, “ZombiU” reminds us that the truest fear is 
born when we’re really fighting to survive. Resources 
in the game are scarce, zombies are persistent, and 
inventory space is limited. Perhaps most frightening 
of all: if you die, you’re dead—and your stuff is still in 
your backpack. If you want it back, you have to start 
playing as a new survivor and fight your way to your 
old backpack, which is still on the back of your old 
survivor, and he’s a zombie now. Yikes! This is good 
survival-horror, and you owe it to yourself to engage in 
a little reminiscence—or, if you’ve never experienced it 
before, to try it out.
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