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Professor yanked after saying GOP 
'raped this country'
I MATT PEARCE
| Los Angeles Times

A Michigan State University professor has 
lost his teaching duties after telling his students 
in a video lecture that Republicans "raped this 
country," among other derogatory remarks. 
William Penn, a professor in the university's 
creative writing program, was featured in a 
YouTube video in which he told students "if you 
go to the Republican convention in Florida, you 
see all of the old Republicans with the dead skin 
cells washing off them."

“They are cheap. They don’t want to pay taxes 
because they have already raped this country and 
gotten everything out of it they possibly could,” 
Penn continued. “They don’t want to pay for 
your tuition because who are you? Well to me, 
you are somebody.”

Penn, who has won a distinguished faculty 
award, added,

“I’m a college professor. If I find out you’re 
a closet racist, I’m coming after you. OK. This 
country still is full of closet racists.”

In the video, uploaded by a conservative 
collegiate news outlet called Campus Reform, 
Penn then describes Republicans as “dead 
white people, or dying white people,” and then 
disparages former GOP presidential candidate

Mitt Romney and his wife, Ann.
“I absolutely don’t mean to offend you,” Penn 

said. “Even if you are a Republican, I don’t mean 
to offend you in this class.”

On Thursday, two days after the video’s 
publication and a review by the campus provost, 
Michigan State University officials announced 
that Penn’s “teaching duties have been reassigned 
to others.”

“Michigan State University is committed 
to creating a learning environment that is 
characterized by mutual respect and civility 
where diverse ideas can be explored,” university 
spokesman Kent Cassella said in a statement. 
Cassella added that, in a meeting with university 
officials, Penn “acknowledged that some of his 
comments were inappropriate, disrespectful and 
offensive and may have negatively affected the 
learning environment.”

Penn didn’t immediately respond to a request 
for comment. A spokesman told the Los Angeles 
Times that he had not been otherwise suspended 
or fired. According to his academic bio, Penn 
writes under the name “W.S. Penn” and has 
published seven books of fiction and essays.

NMC up close:
In this issue, we at the White Pine 

Press have devoted time to looking at 
the smaller things around campus. The 
weather, Northern Michigan permitting, 
has graciously allowed this and has 
brought about reflection on a more 
philosophical level. Little things in life 
seem to be often swept aside, especially 
with the threat of midterms already fast 
approaching—strange, considering the 
size of our community. NMC is a little 
thing that makes a big difference, and, 
similarly, we believe that it is important to 
honor all of the other little big things. So, 
before you get frustrated about parking 
again, take time to appreciate what often 
gets overlooked.
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ACA enrollment underway

The rollout of the Affordable Care Act is here, and a massive push is under way to 
ensure everyone knows it. To access the exchange and learn about various policies, go to 
healrhcare.gov. To find local help, you can search by zip code at localhelp.healthcare.gov. 
Information on coverage for reproductive health is available at a website hosted by Planned 
Parenthood ofWest and Northern Michigan-plannedparenthood.org/west-northern-michigan.

Event: "Letters from Home" veterans benefit

On Oct. 19, at 3 and 8 p.m., two performances of “Letters from Home” will take the stage 
at Milliken Auditorium. The performance, free to NMC students, includes reading actual letters 
sent home from soldiers serving in the Iraq and Afghanistan wars. Tickets cost $25 in advance, 
$28 at the door and $22 for members. More information at dennosmuseum.org.

Lake levels talk at History Center

On Monday, October 14, Hans Van Sumeren, director of the Great Lakes Water Studies 
Institute at Northwest Michigan College, will speak on Great Lakes water levels. Why is the 
water level in the bay so low right now? What do science and historical trends tell us about 
the future? The talk begins at 7 p.m. at the History Center of Traverse City, at 322 Sixth St. 
Admission is free. For details, call 392-1215.

Spring registration starts soon

Registration for Spring classes will start on Wednesday, October 23. The NMC Advising 
Center asks that students plan ahead by scheduling their advising appointment early. Students 
in their first semester will receive an email that identifies their advisor and contact information. 
Important: all first semester students are required to meet with an academic adviser before they 
can register. Continuing students can locate their academic adviser at www.nmc.edu/advising.
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Campus parking not an issue of space, but distance
Remedy is simple: arrive early
lEdris Fana
| Press Staff Writer

“I had to park all the way to the other side of the college 
campus, and had to walk to my class today.” Complaints like 
this one can be heard being shared between students as they 
settle into the classes.

Every year, when hundreds of high school students 
graduate from Traverse City, and its close by counties, a lot of 
them attend Northwestern Michigan College for their basic 
education to be transferred to a bigger school. Since most 
of the students commute, the lots at NMC can be a culture 
shock.

According to a 2007 tally, there are 1696 parking spots 
on main campus. A study estimated the cost of new surface 
parking would cost $3,000 -$5,000 per car. Zoning laws at 
NMC’s main campus don’t allow for new, permanent surface 
parking.

The same analysis estimated that a two-level parking deck 
would cost $6,000 - $8,000 per car to build; a three-level 
would cost $9,000 - 12,000 per car. Multiply this figure by 
300 and you have...a hefty price tag.

Some students around the campus have said the parking 
lots from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. are a disaster, because it is then

when most classes begin. Typically, the students who come 
first in the morning get the closest spots. So when the 
students come at 9 a.m., they wander around parking lots to 
find better and closer parking, which leads to a line of traffic.

NMC’s parking lots are not public, where people can park 
their car and go outside the campus. So this is not the reason 
for the lack of parking spots on campus. To avoid this kind of 
incident, NMC campus security has passed out car stickers 
to all the students and faculty so when the parking lots are 
checked by the security, they would know no non-NMC cars 
are there. For people who are not students or faculty, they 
have reserved area through out the campus called “visitor 
parking.”

For parking violations, NMC campus security gives out 
tickets for those drivers who do not follow the parking rules. 
One student who received a ticket on campus last semester 
said, “It was really embarrassing and shocking when I came 
out of my class and noticed a surprise ticket on my window 
shield for not having my parking sticker on my front 
window.”

Some other student drivers suggest NMC create more

parking areas, because they say once winter hits, they have to 
wait for a while for a car to slowly get out of the parking area. 
Which also makes them late for some of their classes.

Jim White, NMC security officer, says that parking 
enforcement is underway, and that most of the students who 
complain about lack of parking do so because they don’t get 
to park in the place of their choice.

“Everyone who comes late will walk for a little bit and so 
do I,” said White, adding that students at NMC tend to want 
to park their cars near the library, because that is where most 
of the students have their classes.

White’s advice is that students should be willing to walk 
for some minutes because NMC’s campus is much smaller 
than those of most large universities, where students may 
have to walk more than a mile between classes. He also says 
that students who come first get first pick of parking, and so 
students who come later won’t be find a good parking spot 
that is close to their classes.

White says that NMC’s campus security and Traverse 
City Parking Enforcement patrols campus lots, so it is not 
only a school law.
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Not another temper 
tantrum
| The Miami Herald

The government of the most powerful nation in the world came 
to a standstill at midnight because Congress refused to fund its 
operations. A right-wing faction of the Republican majority in the 
House of Representatives insists on defunding the Affordable Care Act 
in exchange for keeping the government open.

Herewith, the Top 10 reasons this is wrong:
10: Law of the land. Opponents tried every which way to kill 

health-care reform in Congress, but they failed. The bill was signed 
into law by President Obama in March of 2010. Then critics went 
the judicial route, saying it would never withstand judicial scrutiny. 
Wrong. Chief Justice John Roberts, a conservative hero, wrote the key 
opinion upholding the law.

9: It actually helps people. The laws main objective was to assist 
30 million Americans shut out of health-care insurance because of 
cost, pre-existing conditions, and a variety of other reasons. This is an 
undeniable advancement in terms of accessibility and fairness for all 
Americans.

8: Defunding not popular. According to a Kaiser Family Foundation 
poll in August, more Americans have an unfavorable view of the law 
than those who favor it, by a 42-37 percent margin. But a majority of 
57 percent say they disapprove of the idea of cutting off funding as a 
way to keep the law from being implemented.

7. Hurts the economy. Some 780,000 federal workers will be 
furloughed indefinitely. Critical government services will cease. It costs 
more money to shut the government and open it again than to keep it 
open. Stock markets decline, personal spending dwindles, faith in the 
future is clouded.

6. Waste of time. The Republican majority in the House can’t impose 
its will on the government because Democrats control the Senate and 
the White House. The shutdown tactic amounts to a pointless tantrum, 
a fight for the sake of having a fight. The key elements of the Affordable 
Care Act take effect on Oct. 1 no matter what Congress does.

5. Dereliction of duty. Government has an obligation to pay its bills. 
Shutting it down represents an abject failure to perform a fundamental 
task by the branch that controls the purse strings. Lawmakers have a 
duty to try to improve government programs they failed to stop in the 
legislative process. By taking an all-or-nothing stance on the Affordable 
Care Act—demanding its elimination and refusing to negotiate on 
improvements—critics have defaulted on a basic obligation.

4. No alternative. The ACA is not perfect, as President Obama 
himself has acknowledged. But what’s the alternative? Republicans 
never made a sincere effort to come up with their own version. That’s 
one big reason ACA is now the law of the land.

3. Wrong procedure. The appropriate way to stop a law is to not 
pass it in the first place, or to repeal it. Using the budget process is not 
the way government should work—and not the way government has 
worked in the past.

2. Distraction. The fight over funding healthcare reform has taken 
valuable time and attention that Congress needs to focus on other 
pressing issues, like immigration reform and finding a sensible way to 
reduce the budget deficit and national debt to grow the economy.

1. Elections have consequences. Sen. Obama was elected in 2008 
after campaigning for healthcare reform. Congress approved it in 2010. 
President Obama championed the controversial law when he ran for 
reelection in 2012. He won. Elections have consequences. WRITE US A LETTER

Dear Editor
Congratulations on a very engaging September issue. It is a 

good combination of current college interest and articles of interest 
to the community. Your lead article, “Bringing sequoias to life,” is 
truly commendable. Equally remarkable is David Milarch’s “gift” of 
trees to NMC. I trust the college community realizes that he is an 
NMC alumnus?!

All I want to know is when is the planting. I want to help!
Wishing you all of the best
Ann Rogers
Traverse City (and NMC) taxpayer

OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts 
letters to the editor from members of the 
college and community. Letters should 
be less than 400 words, typewritten, 
and signed with your name, address and 
phone number. Letters may be edited 
for clarity, grammar, spelling and length. 
Opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of The White Pine Press staff or 
any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686

BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 

BY FAX: (231)995-2110
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Hey guys, what's your favorite chic flick?
WILL ANDREW

Engineering Technologies

'"The Notebook.' I'm not 
gonna lie, I kinda liked it."

ALEX BRAIM
Audio Technologies

"'Dear John.' It's got 
a good storyline. It 

emotionally catches you 
too."

NICK COMBS
Political Science

"'No Strings Attatched.' 
Natalie Portman's just really 

hot.

EVAN HAGGERTY
Criminal Justice

"'Mean Girls.'Becasue 
the acting was great."

BRANDON NICHOLS
Communications 

"'The Notebook.' It's top 
grade — it sometimes tears 

me up a little bit."

TYLER SHIELDS
Culinary Arts 

"'What a Girl Wants.’ 
Yeah man Amanda 

Bynes, British people, 
you can't go wrong."

SOUND BYTES
CAMPUS QUOTES

Compiled by Nicole Wildman & Rob Reed

Dr. Suess goes to Washington
"I used them all... continuously, until the very moment I had to turn 
them off. And the second I could turn them back on, they were all 
back on." Frequent flier Barbara Reilly on her use of devices in a story 
on the FAA's announcement that they are considering lifting rules that 
restrict in-flight use of electronics. Source: NPR.org, 09/30/13.

"To invoke Fifth Amendment protection, there may be a difference 
between things we have or are — and things we know." Wired 
columnist Marcia Hoffman on phone security, privacy rights, and Apple's 
shift to fingerprint authentication from memory-based passwords which, 
as she explains, have strong Fifth Amendment protection from self
incrimination because we have committed them to memory. Citizens may 
be compelled to "unlock" their phones because a fingerprint, she warns, 
may not be in the same category, because it is something we have, like a 
key, or something we are, like DNA. Source: wired.com, 9/27/13.

"We did hear some complaints," Nordstrom spokesperson Tara 
Darrow, on the clothing store's tests of new equipment that tracks the 
cell phone signals of shoppers moving through the racks. "Watching 
where people go in a store is like watching how they looked at a second 
or third Web page" online retailer, said Ralph Crabtree, Brickstream CTO, 
whose company sells a $1,500 camera that can separate adults from 
children and counts people in different parts of the store. Source: New 
York Times, 7/14/13.

"We saw a brand-new landscape and tried to explore everything 
at once. Most of what we saw turned out to be boggy fens and 
perilous cliffs. We didn't know where the good real estate would 
be, and the price of innovation was failure." Genetic pharmacologist 
Andrew Hopkins, who back in 2002, during the height of genetic-drugs 
hype, argued that only a few hundred genes are actually "druggable." 
This from a story on the 13 years of small gains and few big advances 
seen since the human genome was sequenced 13 years ago. Source: 
slate.com, 9/30/13.

"No bear! Get out! No! You can't be in here!" Bartender Ariel Svetlik- 
McCarthy repeating the words that sent a bear packing mere seconds 
after it entered the bar of the Alaskan Hotel in Juneau. Source: Associated 
Press, 9/25/13.

PETER DREIER
| Los Angeles Times

Sen. Ted Cruz has egg on his 
face. Green egg. On Tuesday, 
during his 21-hour marathon 
“filibuster” against Obamacare, 
he read aloud to his daughters 
back home the Dr. Seuss book 
“Green Eggs and Ham.” But he 
clearly missed its message. In the 
Seuss tale, Sam-I-Am, a lover 
of green eggs and ham, tries to 
persuade a friend to try them. 
But the man resists. He resists 
so persistently and so adamantly 
that he ends up sounding a lot 
like the Republicans on Capitol 
Hill who are determined to 
defund President Obama's 
health-care law. But in the 
Seuss story, the man is finally 
persuaded to try the offending 
eggs and ham, and, much to his 
surprise, he loves them. If only 
the GOP would take a page 
from that book. In fact, the 
GOP could do a lot worse in 
its choices for filibuster reading 
material than Dr. Seuss books. 
Theodor Geisel, who adopted 
the pen name Dr. Seuss, was 
an outspoken progressive who

actually has a lot to teach today's 
Republicans. In the early 1940s, 
before he became the worlds 
bestselling children’s author, 
Geisel was an editorial cartoonist 
for PM, a fervently liberal pro
New Deal daily newspaper in 
New York that devoted sections 
to unions, women's issues 
and civil rights. The tabloid 
paper “was against people who 
pushed other people around,” 
Geisel explained. “I liked that.” 
His cartoons viciously but 
humorously attacked Adolf 
Hitler and Benito Mussolini. He 
bluntly criticized isolationists 
who opposed America entering 
World War II, especially famed 
aviator (and Hitler booster) 
Charles Lindbergh and right
wing radio priest Father Charles 
Coughlin, both of whom were 
anti-Semites. He used his 
cartoons to challenge racism 
against Jews and blacks, union- 
busting and corporate greed, 
which he thought divided the 
country and hurt the war effort. 
He decried the U.S. military’s

racial segregation policies. In 
1947, Geisel lampooned anti
communist hysteria with a 
drawing in the New Republic 
that showed Uncle Sam looking 
on in horror at Americans 
accusing one another of being 
communists. In his children’s 
books, Geisel was often a 
moralist, and his politically 
progressive views suffuse his 
stories. His books use ridicule, 
satire, wordplay and wild 
drawings to take aim at bullies, 
hypocrites and demagogues. 
Many Dr. Seuss books are about 
the misuse of authority by 
despots, kings or even parents. 
In a university lecture in 1947, 
a decade before the modern civil 
rights movement, Geisel urged 
would-be writers to avoid the 
racist stereotypes common in 
children’s books, noting that 
America “preaches equality but 
doesn’t always practice it.” So go 
for it, GOP. Embrace Dr. Seuss 
as the go-to author for future 
filibusters.
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The forest beneath our feet
Press Photos/Nathan Bailey

Next time you take a walk across campus, look 
down. The world we all walk on is flourishing 
with life and beauty.
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Review:
Much Ado About Nothing

I Nicole Wildman
| Press Editor in Chief

Understated. Its not a word we generally associate 
with Shakespeare, or with director Joss Whedon (“The 
Avengers,” “Cabin in the Woods”). But that’s exactly 
what we get with Whedon’s recent production of 
Shakespeare’s “Much Ado About Nothing.”

We’ve seen Shakespeare modernized before. DiCaprio 
and Danes gave us a hip Romeo and Juliet; Heath 
Ledger wowed us in “Ten Things I Hate About You” (a 
modern twist on “The Taming of the Shrew”); the BBC 
created four gritty episodes of “ShakespeaRe-Told” that 
shoved old William into the modern world. All depend 
on the same drama, the same angst, that Shakespeare 
depended on when he was writing and directing these 
plays—entertainment for the unwashed masses.

But Whedon’s take on this classic is anything but 
unwashed. Filmed over 12 days in Whedon’s own home, 
the movie is shot in black and white. It doesn’t scream 
elegance; it whispers it laughingly over a glass of wine. 
The set is so unobtrusive as to be almost unnoticeable, 
neither stark nor ornate. The music peaks at an earthy 
jazz, punctuating the dialogue at just the right moments. 
Designer suits and dresses imbue the characters with 
unparalleled classiness. And all this understatement 
serves as the perfect backdrop to the most ornate element 
in the film: the dialogue.

Whedon kept to the Shakespearean script, with its wit 
and rhythm that just don’t stop. Thanks to the subtlety 
of all other elements in the film, the actors shine, and 
viewers are drawn in by the plot, the relationships. The 
film relies almost entirely on its cast (familiar faces for

OH KdV GODS ey ewiLy osantowski

any Whedon fan) and their delivery for its success—and 
successful it is. Every actor nails his or her role perfectly, 
despite some occasional stiffness with the antiquated 
language. The banter between Beatrice (Amy Acker) and 
Benedick (Alexis Denisof) comes off as a dance, terse 
at first, but fluid later as the bickering arch foes fall for 
each other. The scheming of Don John (Sean Maher) 
provides a delightful, sexy malevolence, his very presence 
threatening to destroy every good thing happening. 
Charming host Leonato (Clark Gregg), the cohesive 
force in the group, pulls the characters together until the 
moment his wrath completes the tearing asunder Don 
John has worked to perpetrate.

The film is not without the humor we expect 
both from Whedon and Shakespeare. The bumbling 
Dogberry (Nathan Fillion) furnishes plenty of laugh- 
out-loud moments, while managing to stay perfectly 
serious himself. In two of the best scenes of the film, 
Benedick and Beatrice give us Shakespeare-style 
slapstick as they assume ridiculous positions in order to 
eavesdrop as their friends loudly discuss manufactured 
confessions of love from both characters. It’s also got the 
anachronicity of “Firefly,” another example of Whedon’s 
ability to weave disparate elements together seamlessly.

While it may fall a bit outside the box for some of 
his fans, “Much Ado About Nothing” is a nice feather 
in Whedon’s cap, and is far more accessible to audiences 
than its predecessor from the 1990s. It’s got all the 
quality and genius of any of his other projects, and is 
sure to delight audiences of all kinds.

Five reasons to play 
War Thunder
I Mathieu St. Charles
j Press A&E Editor

1. The control scheme:
The way the game is set up, players of all skill levels can 

play amongst each other with ease. If the player wants to control 
every part of the plane down to starting the engine at take off and 
having realistic flight controls. Anything from a mouse to a joystick 
can be used to control the plane. This can add to the immersion of 
the game.

2. Planes:
This game features everything from bi-planes to mig jet 

fighters and everything in between. The combat role the player can 
engage in is varied because of this.

3. Realistic Graphics:
The graphics are outstanding. The water effects are almost 

calming in a way and the mountainous terrain is beautiful, if you 
have the time to look at it. The planes are very detailed and even 
the interior cockpit is accurate. This accuracy will come in handy 
during the realistic mode battles.

4. Environments:
While the player is busy trying to dogfight, he/she may 

notice the environments—everything from snowy mountain tops 
to pacific islands are in this game. Each with their own layout to 
learn and even use against the enemy, such as flying under rock 
formations. The weather and time is also very nice because the rain 
will hit the canopy to add realism or the sun will make it hard for 
the enemy to see you if they are flying in its direction

5. What's to come:
Gaijin Entertainment is planning on incorporating land 

and sea combat into the game. It’s possible to see full scale land, sea 
and air battles in huge areas. Battles of scale and diversity like this 
are rarely seen in games.
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Pacific Rim versus Evangelion
Do they sync or swim?
Mathieu St. Charles
Press A&E Editor

Over the summer, a movie by the name 
of “Pacific Rim” was shown in theaters and 
basically punched “Transformers” in the face 
with its special effects, robot fighting and 
interesting characters. This isn’t about “Pacific 
Rim” versus Michale Bay’s “Transformers,” 
this is about “Pacific Rim” and its similairities 
to another series by the name of Neon 
Genesis Evangelion. Evangelion is an anime 
series that started in the mid 90s and since 
then has left an impression in the minds of 
many anime otaku.

Evangelion is basically about the end of 
the world where “angels” are attacking the 
last remanants of humanity. A boy by the 
name of Shinji Ikari is forced, by his dad, to

Game Review:
I Nathan Bailey
| Press Illustrator

The fourth part in the “Saints Row” saga 
has arrived and it is bigger, more outrageous 
and goofier than ever. Packed with a plethora 
of different weapon customizations, vehicle 
mods, and super power upgrades, the game 
presents players with a seemingly endless 
supply of fun.

Since I accidently stumbled upon it, 
Saints Row has become one of my favorite 
franchises and time-waster games. I spent 
most of my time in the first two games doing 
missions, making money and pimping my 
ride. I spent hours doing side missions just 
to get cash to put nitrous and a custom paint 
job on all my vehicles.

“Saints Row: The Third” expanded the 
world and built on the previous games 
beautifully, adding all new vehicle, weapon, 
and gang mods. The ability to control and 
profit from shops you purchased, and the 
expanded garage was everything I could have 
asked for. I never lost interest in the game 
because there was always something for me to 
do. Even with all the new integrations to the 
game play, I still wanted to keep playing even 
after finishing the campaign, just to upgrade 
my character’s abilities. Not until several 
hours after finishing the game did I max out

pilot a giant beast-like mecha called an Eva 
unit. He fights along side Rei ayanami, Asuka 
shikinami soryu and Mari Makinami. Shinji 
is a introverted youth, who despite being 
nervous, has to link his mind to this eva unit. 
Each angel is based off of biblical angels. One 
by one they attack Tokyo-3, where most of 
the story takes place.

Pacific Rim is about Releigh and his 
brother Yancy becket, two pilots of the 
American “jeager” by the name Gypsy 
Danger. Jeagers are giant mecha created by 

each country to fight 
the kaiju. Other 
countries join in the 
fight against the kaiju. 
During this whole 
thing, toy lines, black 
market dealings and 
other marketing is 
going on to profit from 
the apocalyptic event.

There are apparent 
similarities between the 
two but there are things

that keep them different enough. In “Pacific 
Rim,” the main characters have to sync their 
minds with another being in order to control 
the mecha being piloted. The difference is

Saints Row IV

my character’s stats and actually not need to 
worry about rival gangs and police taking my 
character out. This is where “Saints Row IV” 
differs from the others.

The new easily obtainable super powers 
left me bored with the game quickly after 
acquiring enough points to upgrade my

that in in “Pacific Rim” 
the pilots are syncing 
with each other’s minds 
to work together while 
in Evangelion the pilot 
syncs with the Eva unit 
to control it. While 
both series have mecha 
to fight these monsters, 
each mecha is different.
The mecha in “Pacific 
Rim” are refered to 
as Jeager or “hunter” 
in German and are 
all robot apart from
the two human pilots. In Evangelion, each 
mecah is called an Eva unit and are not fully 
robot but more like a beast in armor with 
a plug that goes into their spine. This can 
present problems if it goes beserk where as it 
is also possible for the jeager to malfunction 
in the same way but due to the pilot loosing 
their mind.

The characters are different but there 
is a slight similarity to the structure of the 
characters. Stacker Pentecost’s relationship 
with Mako Mori is similar to Gendo Ikari 
and Rei Ayanami’s relationship. While the 
personalities are different, you can see a

powers by collecting glowing orbs scattered 
abundantly around the map. There is no 
longer any reason to spend hours earning 
money to upgrade my weapons to do 
maximum damage, no need to find the 
fastest car in the game and max out its stats 
for a quick getaway when things get too

slight similarity with how the superior officer 
is protective of them. The final similarity is 
the monsters they have to fight. The Kaiju 
and the angels arent just basic monsters, they 
are brutal beasts with a name and weapons 
that can ruin any mecha thrown at them. 
The difference lies in their origin and specific 
method of attack. Kaiju came from a rift in 
the bottom of the ocean while Angels origin 
isnt exactly known. Kaiju look like Godzilla’s 
children while Angels look like what a 
nightmare threw up.

All-in-all, both series have their own 
unique qualities that make them worth 
seeing.

heated. The new abilities are introduced very 
soon in the game. I only used a car maybe 
one time—why use a vehicle when you can 
jump, glide and run faster than any vehicle?

I rarely ever felt in danger of dying in 
“Saints Row IV,” and if I did there were 
little consequences. The only thing that 
happens when you die is you lose money, 
which, unless you want to upgrade your 
vehicles or weapons, serves no purpose. Why 
upgrade your shot gun when you can hurl 
fire balls and pick up a vehicle via telekinesis 
then proceed to squash everyone around 
you? You no longer need money to procure 
buildings either; that was replaced by the 
ability to “hack” into buildings by playing a 
pipe-dream-type game.

“Saints Row IV’ has stepped out of 
the “Gand Theft Auto” series’ shadow 
and into that of games like “Infamous” or 
“Prototype,” combining elements of other 
sandbox genre games, creating something 
not as good as either. With its fleshed out 
world and over the top humor, “Saints Row 
IV” is a decent game, but if you are on a 
budget I recommend renting this one on 
a lazy weekend and saving your money for 
“Grand Theft Auto V.”

*
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NMC continues renewable energy programs, practices
I Nathaniel Kirkland
I Press Staff Writer

October is Energy Awareness Month, and for 22 years 
non-profit organizations, businesses large and small, 
government organizations, and concerned citizens have 
celebrated this month with activities, actions to promote 
public understanding of our energy needs and simple 
ways to reduce the amount of energy we consume in 
our daily lives. NMC has taken the message of energy 
awareness and renewable energy to heart and has been 
working with the Midwest Solar Training Network 
and the Midwest Renewable Energy Association to 
bring expanded training opportunities to Michigan.
This work paid off and NMC is bundling solar energy 
education classes by offering four progressive courses 
that provide the training needed to obtain nationally- 
recognized industry credential and enter the expansive 
solar workforce. Students with prior electrical 
experience will find it beneficial, but the courses aren’t 
only for electricians—sales and installation are the 
fastest-growing niches in the solar industry.

The Solar Training Month courses include: 
Introduction to Solar Electric Power, MREA (Midwest 
Renewable Energy Association) Solar Site Assessment, 
Solar PV (photo-voltaic) Design and Installation 
Bootcamp, PV system's one-week Intensive NABCEP 
(North American Board of Certified Energy Practitioners) 
Entry Level Exam prep, and NABCEP Entry Level Exam 
on November 2.

“These skills are important for anyone considering 
perusing a career as an electrician, or for someone going into 
energy management, and you don’t need to be an engineer 
to understand the technology,” says Dan Goodchild, the 
program coordinator for construction technology at NMC.

The Solar Site Assessment works with homeowners to 
evaluate the feasibility of installing and using solar electric 
power at their home. This assessment would include 
necessary skills such as evaluating the electric load, surveying

the site, determining the placement of the array and balance 
of the system equipment, and many other tasks of that 
nature. In many cases the site assessors are independent of 
the solar installer and utility and thus the assessment report 
will help the customer evaluate and choose an installer and/ 
or solar program.

Students who already have entry level knowledge and 
experience may be interested in new Solar Design and 
Installation training from October 14-18. Participants will

gain hands-on system design installation experience while 
working on battery charging and grid connected systems 
in the lab. This course utilizes NMC’s newest 3.8LW 
grid connected solar array, which will be dismantled and 

reassembled as part of the course.
Energy Awareness month isn’t the only time to 

get savvy on the ins-and-outs of renewable energy. 
NMC offers two academic programs for renewable 
energy technology, both an electrical and an 
HVAC/R (Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning 
and Refrigeration) course for a level one or level two 
certificate and/or an Associate of Applied Science 
Degree. The HVAC/R emphasizes the use of solar and 
geothermal energy production in heating and cooling 
in residential applications. The electrical program 
focuses on how to harness wind and solar-generated 
electricity and its use by residential consumers and 
utilities. Both programs will have resources such as 
a mobile solar lab, geothermal heat pump lab, solar 
thermal system, and 8KW grid-interconnected solar 
array.

Perhaps one of the most appealing aspects of using 
renewable energy is the savings—less energy waste 
means less wasted money in utility bills, a win-win 

scenario. NMC has offered solar training since 2006, and 
indeed practices what they preach with a wind turbine at 
the University Center and both a wind turbine and solar 
array at the Aero Park campus. At the Aero Park campus 
these renewable resources, in conjunction with the use of 
skylights for natural lighting, keep both the building and 
the students bright and refreshed.

(D) Davenport university

It’s Easy to Transfer 
Your Credits to DU
Whether you have college credits or valuable learning or 
work experiences from outside a classroom, you may be 
able to turn these into course credits.

We simplify accepting your credits when you graduate 
from your community college, so that you can apply them 
towards your DU degree in business, technology or 
health. We offer transfer scholarships up to $6,000!

Sign up for courses at your local DU campus held days, 
evenings or online. Classes start January 6.

2200 Dendrinos Drive, Ste. 1041 Traverse City 
800-686-16001 davenport.edu/apply

Get where the world is going
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Live c
Go Fa r.

Come to the Ferris open house and talk to our 
friendly counselors and admissions staff. Learn 
how your NMC credits can transfer to a Ferris 
bachelor's degree. See how Ferris works with 
NMC to provide financial aid so you can earn 
your bachelor's degree locally and affordably.

FERRIS 
OPEN HOUSE

WEDNESDAY
October 30
10 am - 3 pm
Health and Science 
Welcome Center

F
RSVP to
www.ferris.edu/traversecityX,

Ferris State 
University

Traverse City
(231)995-1734 

or (866) 857-1954 
www.ferris.edu/statewide 

FerrisNorth@ferris.edu

NMC
University

Center

y

ENTER TO WIN A

$500
SCHOLARSHIP!
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Mycological Society promotes 
environmental clean-up
I Nathaniel Kirkland
| Press Staff Writer

The Grand Traverse Mycology society is a 
student group aimed at promoting the science 
of fungi through interactive discussions, 
workshops, experiments and forays. This 
group explores the medicinal benefits of 
mushrooms as well as their bioremediation 
capabilities, that is to say the use of either 
naturally occurring or deliberately introduced 
microorganisms or other forms of life to 
consume and break down environmental 
pollutants in order to clean up a polluted site.

Some strains of mushroom have been 
reported to successfully degrade the nerve 
gases VX and sarin. A mushroom commonly 
known as the oyster mushroom (located 
throughout North America) has even been 
used to inoculate a plot of soil contaminated 
with diesel oil, and after four weeks 95 percent 
of many of the PAH (polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons) had been reduced to non
toxic components. It appears that the natural 
microbial community participates with the 
fungi to break down contaminants, eventually 
into carbon dioxide and water. Wood
degrading fungi are particularly effective in 
breaking down aromatic pollutants, as well 
as certain pesticides. In conjunction with 
bioremediation, many species of mushrooms 
are capable of what is known as mycofiltration 
which uses fungal mycelia (the vegetative part

of a fungus, consisting of a mass of branching, 
thread-like hyphae) to filter toxic waste and 
microorganisms from water in soil.

Last year, the Mycological Society received 
a grant from the NMC Foundation to study 
the bioremediating effects of three species of 
fungi on lead filtration. They have started the 
research and design process for the experiment 
but they have more work to do and are 
always looking for more members. For those 
interested in joining the Mycological Society 
the group meets at a myriad of locations over 
the course of the year including forests, farms, 
the NMC science labs, low-tech home labs, 
local events and elsewhere.

Their first meeting of the fall semester was 
Friday, September 27 at the Grand Traverse 
Commons. These excursions are by no means 
limited to students either, the Mycological 
Society welcomes interested individuals from 
all over the community to join in the efforts 
of understanding and admiring the many 
great fungi of Michigan.

For more information, contact: Mara 
Penfil at mpenfil@nmc.edu, Kirk Waterstripe 
at kwaterstrip@nmc.edu, the group in general 
at contact: gtmycologicalsociety@gmail.com 
or you can find them on Facebook at “Grand 
Traverse Mycological Society.”
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The essay that changed a life
Former NMC student finds new direction in life 
through honors project
Nicole Wildman
Press Editor in Chief

Samantha Graves was always interested in farming. 
She grew up on a cherry farm and has fond memories of 
watching it operate.

“It was kind of a magical place,” she says. “There were 
people that spoke foreign languages and there were all these 
machines moving through and there were planes with these 
clouds spraying behind ... it was a cool place for me as a 
child.”

But her perspective changed a bit in 2004, when she 
began following the story of 21-year-old Lauren Hemming, 
a cancer patient who was also running for Cherry Queen in 
the Traverse City Cherry Festival. Hemming, who won the 
contest, eventually succumbed to her illness in 2005. She 
had also grown up on a cherry farm.

Graves, who was a student at NMC at the time, had 
heard of a possible connection between the chemicals used 
in conventional cherry growing and a certain type of cancer: 
Diffuse Large B-cell Lymphoma, the cancer that had claimed 
Hemmings’ life. She decided to pursue research.

As a result of her research, Graves wrote an essay as a honors 
project for English, “More Than Cherries.” It subsequently 
won first place in the annual LAND writing contest, and was 
also printed in several publications, first printed in the White 
Pine Press, and in “Inventing Arguments,” the textbook used 
in most of NMC’s English 112 courses. Writing the essay 
changed the course of Graves’ life: ironically, in 2006, she

was diagnosed with the same type of 
cancer that Hemmings had suffered 
from.

Fortunately, after many rounds of 
treatment, Graves recovered and is 
healthy today. Her bout with cancer 
pushed her to take action, and in 2007 
she and her husband Chris started 
Healing Tree Farm, a permaculture- 
based “demonstration farm.” Located 
on Cherry Bend Rd. in Traverse City, 
the farm is composed of about 13 acres 
of land as part of the DeYoung Natural 
Area, which is owned by the Leelanau 
Conservancy.

Graves’ aim is to showcase the
functionality of permaculture, which Graves defines as an 
ecologically integrative approach to farming that mimics a 
healthy forest ecosystem. For example, permaculture farmers 
use “guilds,” also known as polycultures, which involves 
planting a variety of plants together for their mutual benefit. 
One example of a guild, a type historically used by Native 
Americans, is a mound on which corn is planted. Green 
beans grow up its stalk, and a squash plant surrounds the 
mound. Why? Corn takes up a great deal of nitrogen from 
the soil, but legume plants, such as green beans, are “nitrogen

fixers”—they convert nitrogen to a form that is readily usable 
to other plants and put it back in the soil. The wide leaves 
of the squash plant help the soil to retain moisture and heat.

Taking polyculture a step further, guilds should also 
contain plants that support beneficial soil microbes and help 
with pest control, both by repelling unwanted bugs and also 
by attracting predatory bugs—good bugs that eat bad bugs. 
These plants may also provide other benefits; many can be 
used to make medicines or dyes if they can’t be used as food.

Can this type of farming be used to grow cherries? Graves 
says it can, but farmers would have to radically change their 
methods, which would take time and money.

“You can’t just plant cherry trees and not spray them,” 
Graves said, who supports all cherry farmers.

However, Graves pointed to other challenges facing 
cherry growers including the rising cost of oil is leading 
to a rise in the cost of the chemicals farmers use, many of 
which are petroleum-based, as well as a rise in the cost of 
fuel for tractors. Graves understands the need for sprays, but 
thinks the need can be eliminated through permaculture 
practices. She says the trees, which are planted close together 
in rows on commercial farms, suffer due to competition for 
nutrients, then become infested with pests. The spacing and 
guild techniques used in permaculture can help to solve the 
pest problem.

POLYCULTURE: In this guild, a Liberty apple 
tree is surrounded by:

COMFREY, a "dynamic accumulator." It mines 
down into soil for nutrients and water, which 
become available to the tree. The nutrients move 
up the tree into its leaves. When the leaves fall, 
they are more nutrient rich and provide richer 
organic matter as they decay, resulting in better 
topsoil. Comfrey's large broad leaves also help 
the soil retain heat and moisture.

SEDUM, which encourages beneficial bugs and 
pollinators.

CHIVES, which repel bad bugs, attract bees, and 
are a food source for humans.

WILD BLUE INDIGO, a nitrogen fixer which can 
also be used to make dye.

Press Photos/Nicole Wildman
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