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We hew to the line; let the chips fall where they may.

GUN MARKET
Firearm companies are not shy about 
advertising not only to the male
demographic but increasingly to women 
and children. 61 percent of firearm 
retailers reported an increase in female 
customers. A 2009 survey indicated that 
the number of women purchasing guns for 
personal defense increased an astounding 
83 percent. The female market may be a 
ripe new business venture, but the youth 
market has been around for generations

Armed and Dangerous?
Nicole Wildman
Press Editor in Chief
Caelum Gay
Press News Editor

longer.

pg3

Gun control has been a hot topic over 
the past few years, especially given the 
string of mass shootings. According to 
the “Washington Post,” There have been 
at least 44 school shootings at elementary 
schools or colleges since the 2012 shooting

at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Conn. This is in addition 
to shootings like the one in Aurora, Colo, in 2012 during a midnight 
screening of “The Dark Knight Rises.” At the same time, despite these 
reports, statistics show that gun deaths and gun violence in general are 
decreasing (see “Gun market expanding” on pg. 3 for more details).

With the debate over gun control growing louder and louder, some 
details get lost in the noise. So the “White Pine Press” decided to take a

step back and get an objective look at guns—how they’re purchased, who’s 
buying them, and what uses they serve. Most important, how hard—or 
easy—is it to buy a gun in Michigan?

Buying a gun in Michigan
So how hard is it to actually buy a gun? Jeff Lindberg, owner of 

Traverse City gun shop The Armory, explains the process for buying from 
a licensed dealer in Michigan. He says the first step is to find the gun you 
want, then fill out a form (ATF form 4473) for the over-the-counter sale 
of a firearm. The form asks for personal details like height and weight as 
well as full name, social security number, and birthdate. It also asks about 
an applicant’s criminal record—whether you’ve been convicted of a felony 
or misdemeanor domestic violence, for instance—as well as citizenship 
status. It’s a felony to lie on this form. Continued on Page 4

Photos by Caelum Gay

TASTERS' GUILD
All profits from the ticket sales go 
toward scolarship money. Some of
the items up for bid this year include 
gold and ski packages, a catered dinner 
during Blue Angel Air show during the 
national Cherry Festival held during 
the summer in Traverse City, weekend 
packages to the Bay Shore Besort in 
Traverse City, as well as the May Morel 
Hunt, which gives winners an exclusive 
trip to the Benzie County woods to 
hunt for the precious fungi, along with 
a catered dinner prepared with the 

delectable morels found.

Wolf hunting season opened mid-November and ran until 
December 31, with 1200 licenses harvesting 23 wolves.
The hunt was originally limited to a harvest of 43 wolves 
in a three zone area of the Upper Peninsula—but it didn't 
include an additional 14 confirmed poached wolves the DNB 
has identified. The hunt took place despite the signatures of 

250,000 citizens who protested the hunt
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NEWS IN BRIEF
NMC's eighth annual Career Fair, set for March 6

Students and public are invited to the Hagerty Center on NMC’s Great Lakes 
Campus from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. for the event. Employers from professional and 
occupational fields will be recruiting for career-track positions, seasonal and entry-level 
opportunities, as well as internships, service learning and networking opportunities. Job 
seekers are encouraged to dress professionally, bring resumes and be prepared to talk to 
local employers about open positions/opportunities. On-site interviews are possible, at 
the discretion of the employer on a first-come, first-serve basis.

Nearly 70 employers are currently scheduled to participate. For the most updated list 
as well as more information, visit www.nmc.edu/careerfair.

Local eateries competing on TV
Coney Island has left a vacant spot in the Grand Traverse Mall food court, and the win

ner of a popular Food Network show, Food Court Wars, will move into the mall. House 
of Doggs owners Nick and Autumn McAllister will be competing against Traverse City lo
cals Matt and Matt. Best friends Matt and Matt would be opening a beignet shop called, 
Matts’ Beignets. Each team will have a chance to run their restaurant for a day in the food 
court and the team that accumulates more money will win the vacancy. The show airs on 
Sunday February, 23 at 8:00 p.m. eastern time on the Food Network Channel.

Proposed Program to Reduce Initial Financial 
Barriers to College

Recently Democrats in Lansing proposed a “pay it forward” program for college tu
ition. The proposed program would be for 200 graduating high school students per year. 
These students would have the option of going to school (in-state) free of tuition, if they 
are willing to give 4 percent per year of their future earnings for the next 20 years to the 
state. This money would go towards funding students going to a university or community 
college to avoid upfront cost. Democratic Rep. David Knezek of Dearborn Heights thinks 
the program would cost approximately 2 million dollars a year initially, and he is hoping 
to get federal funding for the program.

Michigan's outgoing migration levels fall to 16 year 
low

According to a migration study by United Van Lines, the number of people leaving 
Michigan is at its lowest point in 16 years. The level is “balanced,” with about the same 
number of people moving in as moving out. According to Dave Corrigan of Corrigan 
Moving Systems, the reason is that the economy has picked up, especially the auto 
manufacturing industry. Corrigan says that many companies are bringing in people from 
out of state to fill jobs, including high-tech companies and companies like Dow Chemical.

Proposed use of deadly force at nuclear facilities
A Michigan House of Representatives committee will begin holding hearings this 

month on a proposed bill that would allow the use of deadly force against anyone 
perceived to be a potential threat on the grounds of Michigan’s nuclear power plants. The 
bill, sponsored by State Rep. A1 Pscholka, Republican, would grant security officers the 
right to use deadly force against any trespasser who seemed to be attempting to commit 
a crime or who threatened the safety of the security officers. The bill would also allow the 
use of non-deadly physical force to keep trespassers from breaking in, and would protect 
plants from civil liability lawsuits as a result of an officer’s conduct.

Ice bridge to Isle Royal may allow wolves to cross
This month, for only the third time in 17 years, two ice bridges have formed between 

mainland Canada and Isle Royal in Lake Superior, according to satellite images. The 
bridges, which amount to 20 miles of unstable ice, may allow wolves to either cross from 
the mainland to join the dwindling wolf population, or allow them to leave the island 
for the mainland. Isle Royal is the site of the world’s longest ongoing predator-prey study. 
The number of wolves on the island has dropped from 50 to just a few, and researchers are 
faced with a decision on whether to act, and how to do so. The wolves keep the island’s 
moose population in check. Park Superintendent Phyllis Green says that possible actions 
include “genetic rescue”—introducing a few wolves as potential mates for the current 
population—or, reintroducing wolves should the population drop to zero. So far, two 
pups born last year have survived the winter.
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Gun market expanding
Women and youths buying more guns
I Nathaniel Kirkland
| Press Staff Writer

The second amendment is 
something Americans have been 
hearing a great deal about in 
recent years. Concerns over the 
right to bear arms have become 
far more prevalent, spurred on by 
the emergence and abundance of 
recent public shootings. The idiom 
delivered by the NRA in light of 
such events, “The only thing that

stops a bad guy with a gun, 
is a good guy with a gun,” has 
been taken to heart by many 
concerned citizens. The result is 

firearm companies such as Ruger & 
Co., Sturm, and Remington seeing 
profits up 52 percent or more in 
the year following the Sandy Hook
shooting.

Firearm companies are not 
shy about advertising not only 
to the male demographic but 
increasingly to women and 
children. The National Shooting

Sports Foundation (NSSF) 
reported that participation in both 
target shooting and hunting has 
increased 46.5 and 36.6 percent 
respectively among women over 
the past decade. Also, 61 percent 
of firearm retailers responding to a 
NSSF survey reported an increase 
in female customers. A 2009 NSSF 
survey indicated that the number 
of women purchasing guns for 
personal defense increased an 
astounding 83 percent.

The female market may be a

ripe new business venture, but the 
youth market has been around 
for generations longer. The youth 
market is supported by firearm 
companies such as Savage, Henry, 
Keystone Sporting Arms, and 
Crickett, recently made infamous 
by the May 2013 incident in 

which a five year-old shot and killed 
his two-year old sister. Crickett's 
slogan is “Quality firearms for 
American youth,” and it provides 
this service at retailers like Cabela’s 
and Walmart. The youth market 
does well. In one year the sale of 
Crickett firearms was as much as 
60,000 rifles. These rifles are small, 
lightweight and come in a variety 
of colors from brown to hot pink. 
Advocates say that the goals of 
youth-rifles are to “instill gun safety

in the minds of youth shooters 
and encourage them to gain the 
knowledge and respect that hunting 
and shooting activities require and 
deserve.”

There are guns in circulation, 
the industry is seeing remarkable 
profits, there have been thirty-four 
school shootings this past year, and 
incidences of children accidentally 
shooting other children do happen. 
That said, the Bureau of Justice 
Statistics and Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention found a 
dramatic drop in gun crime over the 
past two decades. Their accounting 
shows a 49 percent decline in the 
homicide rate, and a 75 percent 
decline of non-fatal violent crime 
victimization.

Veterans for

The local Veterans for Peace 
(VFP) group will meet

Saturday,
March 15 

at 10am 
downstairs

at Horizon Books in 
downtown Traverse City.

All veterans young and old, 
as well as supporters of vets 
seeking alternatives to war, 

are encouraged to attend.
Learn more at our web site: www.vfp50.org
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Workshop helps vets 
spiff up their writing skills
I Nicole Wildman
| Press Editor in Chief

NMC adjunct instructor Teresa 
Scollon will run a writing workshop 
for veterans starting this spring. The 
workshop will be focused on helping 
veterans develop their writing skills while 
in a supportive atmosphere.

“One of the things that helps develop 
writing skills is having a supportive group 
to work with, and it’s my hope that 
veterans will be able to work together to 
create a mutually beneficial place where 
people can learn to write,” Scollon says. 
“The whole idea is that you’re in a trusted 
company, to create a writing community 
for veterans.”

The group is for writers at all skill 
levels, whether novice or experienced, 
and will focus on fiction, non-fiction, and 
poetry. Once members are comfortable, 
they’ll be able to share their writing with 
the rest of the group.

The class has a few more purposes. 
First, there is every indicator that the last 
10 years of war will create the next wave 
of great literature. Second, Scollon hopes 
to create a bridge between people who 
have served in the military and people 
who haven’t.

“This war is notable in that such a small 
part of the population has experience in 
it, and there’s a desire to bridge the gap so 
that we all have an understanding of our 
national experience,” Scollon says.

Scollon says that many people 
assume the workshop is meant to be 
therapeutic, but while therapeutic effects 
are a possibility, they’re not the ultimate 
purpose.

“It’s certainly true that writing 
is a powerful tool for examining an 
experience and making sense of it, and if 
a person chooses, he or she could write 
about difficult experiences,” Scollon 
says. “However, the primary focus of this 
project is to develop writing skills. If it is 
therapeutic, so much the better.”

Aside from those who take her classes, 
Scollon has never worked with veterans 
before, but she’s looking forward to the 
experience.

“I’ve personally been very interested 
in this divide between our daily lives 
and how we can be very unaffected by 
the experience of people who are serving 
overseas,” she commented.

After she came up with the idea, 
Scollon did some research and found out 
that there are similar groups operating in 
other places, including two big ones in 
New York City and Washington, D.C. 
She’s been working with the group in 
New York and will use some of their 
techniques in her workshop.

The workshop will be funded through 
the Summer 2014 by an Innovation 
Grant from the NMC Foundation. The 
first few weeks, the sessions will be open 
so that participants can come try it out, 
and then there will periodically be closed 
sessions for three to four week periods so 
there can be concentrated work with a 
committed group.

Scollon teaches poetry, creative writing, 
technical writing, and English composition 
at NMC. She also does work with non
profit groups.”
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Continued from page 1
Then, the information from the form is 

used to run the National background check 
(NICS), the FBI national instant criminal 
background check system. Lindberg says this 
system checks with several law enforcement 
agencies, including the FBI, the ATF, and 
Homeland Security. If you pass this check, 
there’s no waiting period to buy a gun. If the 
system finds any red flags, however, there is 
a delay. An investigator steps in and looks 
deeper into your history, and after a few days 
you’re either approved or denied.

“Of course,” Lindberg says, “you can also 
be denied instantly meaning you are a felon 
or have some other issue that bars you from 
having a gun.”

There’s also some initial screening, 
according to Lindberg.

“The staff at my store is trained to spot 
things like drug use, behavior issues, straw 
sales (buying for someone else), or anything 
that seems not normal.’ If the staff think that 
something isn’t right, or the customer seems 
angry or agitated, the sale is terminated or I 
am called in to deal with the situation.”

Lindberg has confidence in the system, 
saying that it has a very high success rate. 
He feels it’s the dealer’s responsibility to help 
prevent a wrongful sale.

“We pride ourselves in building a 
relationship with our customers much like 
a doctor and patient, so we can better serve 
the customer as well as better serve our 
community.”

A call for stricter standards
But, according to Grand Traverse County 

Sheriff Thomas Bensley, since a state law 
change went into effect in December 2012, 
the process of obtaining handgun permits has 
been dramatically altered. Prior to the change, 
a person buying a gun, whether from another 
person or a dealer, needed to obtain a permit 
from either the sheriff or through the chief of

police, depending on the buyer’s residency. 
The sheriffs office would run extensive 
background checks involving driving records, 
licenses, criminal history, NICS, district court 
files, and background checks/information 
from all Northern Michigan government 
networks. Now a person who buys a handgun 
from a dealer no longer has their application 
for a permit go through the sheriffs office. 
Instead the dealer runs an NICS background 
check on the buyer, as in the process explained 
above. Person-to-person exchanges are still 
approved or denied by the sheriffs office, 
but Bensley says that since the law change 
there has been about an 80 percent drop in 
applications, meaning that only about 20 
percent of permits are being handled by the 
sheriffs office.

Sheriff Bensley is not an advocate of the 
law change. In fact, he has a few problems 
with it.

“[Now], if you want to buy a pistol from 
an individual in this county you can get [a] 
background check in Ottawa County. I 
don’t know the quality of the other county’s 
background check.”

He is frustrated by the fact that he does 
not have access to an applicant’s mental health 
records. The sheriff may see that the applicant 
has been treated for some sort of mental 
issue, but has no way of further enhancing 
his understanding of the situation, unless he 
asks the applicant to have his or her health 
provider send him official copies of the mental 
health record. He said that in most situations 
like this the applicant complies.

Bensley thinks the current background 
checks performed by dealers are too weak; 
he stated that he felt the NICS background 
check was about a four out of 10 (in terms 
of strength, one being weakest, and 10 being 
strongest), while his office’s background check 
was about a nine. One of the main reasons the 
sheriff feels the NICS check is weaker than his

own is that it only looks at convictions, and 
that some convictions, like drunk driving, do 
not prohibit people from being eligible to buy 
a hand gun.

Bensley has faith in his own side of the 
system. If a person who has applied for a 
handgun permit is, in his words, “a good guy,” 
then he will be approved within a couple of 
days. Most applications will almost certainly 
not reach the sheriff, himself, unless some kind 
of red flag is raised during the background 
check, at which point the sheriff has the task 
of approving or denying the permit.

“I look at a background, and predict a 
future,” Bensley says. In these evaluations he 
looks to see if the applicant’s probable cause, 
that he or she will harm others, themselves, 
or the law, is low enough to approve the 
permit. Some convictions automatically (by 
law) prohibit people from being eligible for 
obtaining a handgun permit, but when the 
sheriff examines an individual’s background, 
he looks for a history with assaultive behavior 
and alcohol abuse. Bensley says there have 
been plenty of times where he has denied 
someone a handgun permit even though they 
did not have any automatic prohibitors.

But the system may change yet again— 
according to Bensley, there may soon be a new 
proposal that would transfer the processing of 
handgun permits from sheriffs and dealers to 
the Secretary of State and the State Police.

The “big guns”
The Armory is a “tactical gun store.” They 

sell all types of guns, including the kinds that 
make some people nervous, like the semi
automatic AR-15 rifle. Many gun control 
proponents see these types of weapons as 
unnecessary and dangerous, but Lindberg 
thinks it’s reasonable for guns like these to be 
on the market.

“I understand their concern, I really do,” 
Lindberg states, adding that he used to think 
military-style guns were scary and should only

be for people in uniform. “But as I grew older 
and learned more about ballistics and firearms 
in general, I realized that these guns were not 
much different than other firearms that were 
‘less scary’—they only looked different.” 

Lindberg makes this comparison:
“Imagine you see a Honda Civic and 

Hummer H2 on the road. The Hummer is 
huge and looks very powerful, and the Honda 
looks small and puny, but once you look 
under the hood you find out that someone 
installed the exact same engine in both 
vehicles. Guns are very much the same way. 
Manufacturers like to ‘dress up’ firearms to 
look big and mean to appeal to consumers but 
honestly they function and shoot the same 
bullets that many of the more ‘traditional’ 
firearms shoot.”

Moreover, Lindberg points out that the 
AR-15 may actually be safer in some ways 
than other rifles. It’s less powerful and uses a 
smaller bullet than some other weapons that 
are traditionally used for hunting and home 
defense; the bullet, when fired, will break 
apart upon impact if it hits drywall or a stud, 
greatly reducing the chances of accidentally 
wounding a bystander by shooting through 
a wall. The AR-15 also has less recoil, an 
adjustable stock, and an easy-to-use safety, 
making it an ideal weapon for women and 
smaller people.

In addition, the vast majority of gun 
crime involves handguns; semi-automatic 
rifles are rarely used in gun-related crimes, 
because they’re too hard to conceal. There is 
also evidence that most guns used in crimes 
are not obtained legally by the perpetrators; 
criminals don’t want their guns to be traced 
back to them.

Lindberg thinks there’s far too much stigma 
associated with semi-automatic weapons, 
saying the demand for them is driven by 
hunting, home defense, personal defense, 
shooting competitions, and recreational 
target shooting.

*
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WRITE US
A LETTER Cabin fever away

OUR POLICY: White Pine Press accepts letters to the 
editor from members of the college and community. 
Letters should be less than 400 words, typewritten, and 
signed with your name, address and phone number. 
Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, spelling and 
length. Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of 
The White Pine Press staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686

BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 

BY FAX: (231) 995-2110

Wanna Vent?
Your rant could go here.

“You look Swiggity Swaggy 
today, Grandpa!”

Have you ever noticed the way old people call young 
kids “sport,” “hon,” and “kiddo”? We might think 
that those sayings are incredibly odd, but what do our 
grandparents think of us? If you ever get weirded out 
by a strange phrase your grandparents say while going 
on and on about a story that started with, “back in 
my day...” just hit them with a couple words from our 
generation.

Try this:
“Yo, Grandpa, my bae and I got turnt up at the club 

last night! It got hella cray cray! There were all these 
thirsty ladies with salty guys getting all up in our grill 
while this chick I’m wheeling and dealing with was 
twerkin’! So I got laced up and told them to swerve, 
man! I think they were lookin’ for some molly, ‘cause 
they were soft. I threw down and then my girl wanted 
to take a selfie with me for Insta!”

I know not all of us actually talk like this, but not 
every senior calls us “whippersnappers,” either. So if 
you ever want to give the generations above us a taste 
of their own medicine, dole out this little charm and 
watch them as they get just as confused as you were 
when they started their rant about their neighbours 
from 1946.

Kat Trumbull, Press A&E Editor

Georg Schluender
Press Staff Writer

Jack Nicholson’s character in “The 
Shining” suffered from severe cabin 
fever when he went “redrum” on the 
fam. Recognized as an actual condition 
in 1918, the infectious whining seems 
to be caused by confinement. It’s also 
known as the winter blues, winter 
malaise or mild winter depression. 
More severe cases of cabin fever are 
clinically known as Seasonal Affective 
Disorder (SAD).

The American Medical Association 
and the American Psychiatric 
Association characterize the symptoms 
of cabin fever as:
• A lack of patience
• Always feeling tired
• Feeling unproductive and 
unmotivated
• Feeling sad or depressed
• Lethargy
• Difficulty concentrating
• Craving carbohydrates or sugar
• Difficulty waking in the morning
• Sleep disturbance
• Social withdrawal
• Irritability

But it’s all in our heads, people, and 
Northern Michigan has the cure. This 
list of symptoms is mindless chatter of 
the monkey mind, easily dispelled by 
a poem.

Ralph Waldo Emerson entitled 
the transcendental prescription 
“Waldeinsamkeit.” Of German origin, 
it consists of two words: “Wald”

meaning forest, and “Einsamkeit” 
meaning loneliness or solitude. It 
is the feeling of being alone in the 
woods. A connectedness to nature that 
whether we moved here or were born 
here, the beauty of this landscape is a 
part of us in all seasons.

But we lack motivation to get 
outside and enjoy it, as indicated by 
high blood pressure and panty butt 
lines bulging at the seams. We choose 
to enjoy one season more than the 
other, hibernating on our couches. We 
create a state of mind that alienates the 
body from the circadian rhythms of 
nature, thus trapping energy, bacteria, 
and fungus, creating a petri dish of 
discontent between four walls. The 
discontent begins with the foods we 
eat, what we drink, our sleep patterns, 
the company we keep, and the number 
of television and computer screens we 
sit in front of, numbly mesmerized, 
thinking of past and future.

Cities of mortals woe-begone
Fantastic care derides,
But in the serious landscape lone
Stern benefit abides.
Living in such beauty entitles us to 

luxuries that should be contemplated 
the next time we feel trapped inside. 
For all around us, wilderness beauty 
in all temperatures and weather awaits 
out our front doors. We are the ones 
who make the choice to believe it is 
too cold, too snowy, too rainy, too hot.

Too dark, too early, too late—yet we 
have the time to stay up and watch re
runs of “The Big Bang Theory.”

Stopping at McDonalds to 
supersize a shake isn’t going to motivate 
you. You swerve through traffic to get 
home, just to lay restlessly in front of 
the drug of the nation—T.V.

Oblivion here tip wisdom is,
Thy thrift, the sleep of cares;
For a proud idleness like this
Crowns all thy mean affairs.
Neither work, nor kids, nor 

school should be a hindrance. We 
shortchange ourselves, neglecting our 
wellbeing and falling into the state of 
mind we self-diagnose as cabin fever. 
Park, conservancy, and trail remedies 
abound as cures to our self-inflicted 
ailment.

So the next time you feel it’s too 
cold, stand outside a little longer to 
acclimate. Next late night re-run, 
remember winter’s lesser light of 
day should also awaken you to the 
need for more sleep, as the circadian 
rhythms of all wildlife demonstrate. 
Most importantly, the next time you 
feel any of the symptoms of cabin 
fever plaguing you GET OUTSIDE! 
For soon it will be August, when you’ll 
undoubtedly hear somebody, locked 
away in some air-conditioned cabin, 
whine, “It’s too hot!”

Waldeinsamkeit
by Ralph Waldo Emerson

Speak your mind in 250-400 words and let 
us have it. If it's eloquent, relevant, and 

thought-provoking, we'll print it.

Send contributions to whitepinepress@gmail.org

1 do not count the hours 1 spend
In wandering by the sea; .
The forest is my loyal friertd,
Like God it useth me.

Sheen will tarnish, honey cloy,
And merry is only a mask of sad,
But, sober on a fund of joy,
The woods at heart are glad.

Down in yon watery nook,
Where bearded mists divide,
The gray old gods whom Chaos knew,
The sires of Nature, hide.

In plains that room for shadows make There the great Planter plants Aloft, in secret veins of air,
Of skirting hills to lie, Of fruitful worlds the grain, Blows the sweet breath of song,
Bound in by streams which give and take And with a million spells enchants 0, few to scale those uplands dare,
Their colors from the sky; The souls that walk in pain. Though they to all belong!

Or on the mountain-crest sublime, Still on the seeds of all he made See thou bring not to field or stone
Or down the oaken glade, The rose of beauty burns; The fancies found in books;
0 what have 1 to do with time? Through times that wear and forms that fade, Leave authors) eyes, and fetch your own,
For this the day was made. Immortal youth returns. To brave the landscapes looks.

Cities of mortals woe-begone The black ducks mounting from the lake, Oblivion here thy wisdom is,
Fantastic care derides, The pigeon in the pines, Thy thrift, the sleep of cares;
But in the serious landscape lone The bitterms boom, a desert make For a proud idleness like this
Stern benefit abides. Which no false art refines. Crowns all thy mean affairs.

*
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Regarding the recent events of 
violence on campus, do you still 
feel safe walking around NMC?

SEAN STUMRALL MARA RENFIL TATIANA CRESPO ROWEN STRINGER ALEX O'BRIEN MATTHEW WILD

"Yeah. There's usually a 
lot of people here."

"Yes. I don't feel any 
less safe than a woman 

walking around at 
night."

"I do. I overall trust 
students in hopes that 

they trust me too."

"What happened? I 
have no idea."

"Absolutely! I think 
it's a little ridiculous 
how they're making 

a big deal. Things 
like this are going to 

happen."

"I don't know what 
happened."

CAMPUS QUOTES
Compiled by Kat Trumbull

Creation vs. Evolution:
Are we still talking about this?

Emily Osantowski
Press Staff Writer

In case you didn’t hear, there is 
still a debate about whether public 
schools should teach creationism 
along with evolution to children 
with highly susceptible minds. 
Yeah, I’m a little more concerned 
about the children who go home 
to an empty fridge and fighting 
parents getting their free lunches 
and having outstanding counselors 
at hand, but let’s talk about this.

Apparently a vast majority of 
America has dropped the important 
issues to give this “dilemma” a 
little spotlight. Said “dilemma” is 
whether it is ethical to bring God 
into public schools.

The answer is no. The reason why 
we have separation of government 
and church is because in America 
we have the right to our opinion 
and that means our freedom to

choose our own beliefs. There are 
private schools that offer your child 
a religious-based education and 
then there are the public schools 
that don’t cater to religious views— 
that is not a school’s intended use. A

Can we just all accept 
that we don't know 
how it all began or 

why we are here and
that's okay?

school is supposed to teach what is 
known and a great school does this 
while teaching your child to have an 
open mind and keep questioning the 
world around them. Science classes 
shouldn’t necessarily disregard God, 
but they shouldn’t have to attend to 
God, either. Why? Because religious

views are a touchy subject and in a 
school containing many students 
with different backgrounds and 
beliefs, you are going to insult 
someone. You can’t just cover the 
Bible. It’s unfair to Sally whose 
mom happens to be a devoted 
Wiccan. Oh and then things get 
really complicated because then you 
have to explain all this to the angry 
parents of Jimmy who are atheists 
to the core. “Stop shoving religion 
down my child’s throat!” they’d bark 
and then drive away in their car 
with a Darwin fish decal. See that 
makes things really complicated 
and trying to explain something 
so difficult as the beginning of the 
universe to children is unfair to 
the child. THEY’RE KIDS. Teach 
them about something cool, like 
fossils. (No, Satan did not put

them there. Dinosaurs died so you 
could have cool museum exhibits!)

Why is it such a big deal whether 
God put the universe here or 
whether the universe imploded to 
create itself? Were you there when it 
all went down? Do you know how 
it was created? Don’t answer that 
the Bible told you so—that book 
was written very long ago and was 
translated over and over by different 
men who had different goals in 
mind. Besides, don’t confuse faith 
with knowledge. The reason why 
it’s called faith is because you don’t 
know and yet you still choose to 
believe, and that is more powerful 
than simply knowing facts. Faith 
and spirituality are supposed to 
keep you guessing and growing as a 
person. Boy, it would sure be nice to 
have the answers, but we just don’t,

do we?
Can we just all accept that we 

don’t know how it all began or 
why we are here and that’s okay? 
People are just so wrapped up with 
what happens after death they 
forget THIS life. Maybe there is a 
God, or no God, or many Gods. 
We don’t know! What we do know 
is that we have this one life to live 
and to give to the ones we love and 
to those who need it.

Let’s focus on what this country is 
doing to teachers and the education 
system itself, not just the science 
classes. We need to talk about the 
abuse going on in households and 
try to reach out and protect those 
children. Instead of trying to make 
a child swallow a question that you 
don’t even know the answer to, why 
not try a warm meal?
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All Services Offered 
Free & Confidential 
in a Caring Environment

(231) 929-3488 www.know4sure.org 
121 South Garfield, Suite C • Traverse City, MI

B

NMC iDance 50's Sock 
Hop at the Opera House 
Social Partner Dancing 
Extravaganza!
S5 for students 
All ages welcome 
No experience required 
No partner required

Wherever you've been, wherever you're going, a bachelor's degree 
in liberal studies from Grand Valley State University in Traverse City 
will help you get where you want to be.
• Start fresh or use previously earned college credits
• Convenient evening, hybrid, and online courses
• Take classes close to where you work and live
• Small class sizes mean personalized attention

Leam more today!

Pregnancy 
Care Center

Pregnancy Confirmation in a 
Caring Environment 

Information on abortion and pregnancy

Pregnancy tests and confirmation 
ultrasound for those who qualify

www.gvsu.edu/traverse • nminfb@gvsu.edu • (231) 995-1785
NMC

University
Center

GrandA&lley 
State University.

Traverse City 
regional center

*
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For the past few weeks, readers 
have been submitting their tattoos 
and designs to the White Pine 
Press Campus Ink Tattoo Contest 
Facebook page. With 452 “likes,” 
our winner, Hannah, will receive 
free time under the needle from 
her choice of our sponsors. Here’s 
her winning tattoo, along with 
some of the runners up.

Krissie Ann John
Krissie’s tattoos are all from drawings she 
did herself. Her elephants, done by Glen at 
GlenArt’s Studios, Inc., are symbolic of trust 
and honesty in Eastern culture.

Thank you to our sponsors:
Rex at Blue Heart Tattoo 
Keoni at NorthWoods Tattoo 
Glen at GlenArt’s Studios, Inc.
Ram Lee at Traverse City Tattoo

Jenelle Thomas
Jenelle knew she wante 
Lee of Traverse City Tattc 
over a year ago. She love

%
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The White Pine Press 
tattoo contest

Contest winner
Hannah Marie Flaugher
“The Dragonfly has 
followed me throughout 
my life,” Hannah says. “It 
is symbolic to me in many 
ways. A dragonfly played a 
significant part of one of my 
parent’s favorite memories 
from their honeymoon 
more than 30 years ago. 
Their marriage and love 
for each other means so 
much to me. My dragonfly 
is for them.”
And for her next tattoo? 
Hannah is considering an 
abstract seahorse around 
her hip.

Joshua Robert
Joshua’s quarter sleeve symbolizes the stages of life, from 
birth to growth into who you are meant to be, to death. 
He received this tattoo in stages—it began at Splash of 
Color in East Lansing, and was finished by Rex Rector of 
Blue Heart Tattoo and Jeremiah of Collective Ink (who at 
the time was apprenticing under Rex).

Holly Hack
Holly’s tattoo is in honor of her “three little birds”—her 
children.
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We mean business. 
And business is good
By Cynthia R. Kaan
Ferris Admissions Officer

We live in a competitive society. It seems like there is constant 
pressure to do better, do more, do everything. It doesn’t 
matter what age you are, what school you attend, or in which 
career field you work, competition drives success. Knowing 
this, what is it that sets people apart? What propels someone 
to the head of the class or the front of the boardroom? How 
do you make sure your skills and knowledge are recognized?

Specialize. What do careers in office administration, 
fashion merchandising, legal assistance, culinary arts, 
automotive technology, and marketing
have in common? These are areas 
of specialization you can pursue to 
become an expert in the field of your 
choice. The issue with some of these 
specialties is that they are offered as 
associate degrees or certificates only 
- and a bachelors degree is demanded 
by most employers in the business 
world. In addition, if you have an 
associate degree in a concentration like 
the ones mentioned, many colleges 
do not accept those credits into their 
business administration programs.

If this is resonating with you,
Peter Raphael would like to meet you. Raphael is the 
advisor for the Business Administration Professional Track 
program in Traverse City. This program includes a 24-credit 
occupational specialty that takes advantage of course

The Business
Administration 

Professional Track 
program is great for 
those students who 

have an associate 
degree or accredited

coursework in 
an occupational 

specialty.

credit already earned in terminal programs. Don Brecken, 
the advisor for the program in Grand Rapids, states, “The 
Business Administration Professional Track
program is great for those students who have an 
associate degree or accredited coursework in an 
occupational specialty. Some of these programs 
and coursework were not meant to go beyond an 
associate degree and some schools do not accept 
these credits for their business degree program.

Ferris accepts the required 
core and major courses 
from these programs using 
the Business Administration 
Professional Track. Students 
will always have their occupational specialty, 
but with the professional track, students can 
continue their education and get a Bachelor 
of Science in Business Administration.”

Karen Deridder, a student at the Grand 
Rapids location of Ferris State University, 
highly recommends all that the Business 
Administration program has to offer. “The 
classes in this program can relate easily 
to real-world work situations and have

prepared me to further my career. I also took advantage of 
the certificates in human resources as well as supervision and 
leadership. These certificates along with my degree have given 
me the tools to advance into a leadership role in the future.”

Brecken directs his students to take advantage of the 
certificates offered. He emphasizes, “I want my undergraduate 

students to earn a certificate, 
which adds value to their business 
administration degree. With proper 
planning, we are often able to build a 
certificate into the student's program 
without adding cost.”

One of the great things about 
the Business Administration and 
the Professional Track programs 
being offered in combination with 
Northwestern Michigan College 
is the price break Ferris students 

receive. As a student in the program, you will graduate with a 
bachelors degree from Ferris State University; but because of 
the combination of community college and public university 
coursework, your degree will be an affordable reality. There 
are also scholarships and financial aid options available for 
students who apply and qualify.

Are you ready to be in demand? Are you ready to take 
a step toward your future? If you have your associate degree 
or at least 48 transferable credits, apply now at ferris.edu/ 
statewide. The application is online and free. If you aren’t 
quite there yet, come meet with our business administration 
advisor and together you will map out a plan that starts with 
classes at NMC. Interested?

Become a Ferris Bulldog. Be recognized. Be in-demand.

One of the great 
things about the 
program being 
offered at NMC 

is the price break 
Ferris students 

receive.

_ive close. Go
Business Administration -
Professional Track, BS
This program is designed for students with a specialized 
associate degree, such as construction technology, 
legal assistance, interior design and other specialized 
programs. Students will find this program attractive for 
building a solid knowledge of business and management 
upon their technical expertise. It is also suitable for those 
with an associate degree in business who would like to 
add technical or specialized training to their credentials.

In addition to the Business Administration 
- ProTrack program and others listed here at 
Northwestern Michigan College, we have fully

• ONLINE DEGREES and certificate programs, 
as well as a host of online classes available.
Find out more at ferris.edu/online.

Far.

NMC
I uversity 

Center"

Ferris State 
University

Traverse City
(231)995-1734 

or (866) 857-1954 
FerrisNorth@ferris.edu

www.ferris.edu/traversecity
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ADJUNCTS AFTER HOURS

An adjunct instructor is an instructor who does not have a full-time teaching position at NMC. 
Often, these instructors wear many hats. Outside of NMC, they may have another career, practicing 
in reality what they teach in classrooms—or something completely different. Many of them are 
involved in community and humanitarian projects. And all of them are just downright interesting. 
So, in order to give readers a glimpse into the lives of our adjuncts, we bring you this series, 
Adjuncts After Hours. We'll profile some of the most interesting instructors and gain some insight 
on what it really means to be an adjunct instructor at NMC.

Edris Fana
Press Staff Writer

Like many other adjunct 
instructors at NMC, Susan Odgers 
is not only a teacher but has 
improved the college educational 
system and is an important person 
in the community. She has been 
married for 36 years, lived in 
Traverse City since 1987 and is 
originally from Detroit. It was not 
easy for Odgers to challenge the 
world and be successful. She says, “I 
was an 18 year old college student, 
had just finished my first year at 
Oakland University when I had my 
spinal stroke. I became paralyzed 
from the waist down.”

Odgers has been active at 
the college, trying to elevate the 
voices of adjunct professors and 
lobbying for everything from 
increased professional development 
opportunities to office space to a 
seat on the NMC Faculty Council. 
Odgers is the first elected adjunct 
faculty representative to the

Council in NMC’s 60-year history 
and received the NMC adjunct 
faculty of the year award in 2000 
for the second time. She has taught 
at NMC for about 25 years. In that 
time, Odgers has not only been a 
part of NMC’s family but was also 
an adjunct faculty member at Ferris 
State and Grand Valley. Currently 
Odgers teaches psychology, social 
work, womens studies, liberal 
studies, human sexuality,' media 
studies, and sociology.

Odgers also had a monthly 
column in the “Traverse City 
Record Eagle” for the past five 
years, which is being reprinted in 
the NMC Intercom online. She 
has also been a guest speaker to 
many groups and organizations 
outside Michigan. Odgers has 
been board member for Michigan 
Protection and Advocacy Services 
for the past 17 years. She has been 
a longtime board member for the 
Munson Hospital Receipt Rights 
Committee and hospital family 
advisory council, and longtime

board member of the Traverse 
City Chamber of Commerce’s 
Leadership GT Board.

In support of the community, 
Odgers and her husband have been 
sponsoring musicians to come to 
Traverse City and plan to continue 
doing so this summer. Odgers has , 
also been a longtime supporter of 
the Historic Barns, Grand Traverse 
Botanical Society, NMEAC
(Northern MI Environmental
Action Council) and the Northern 
MI Recreational and Park 
Authorities.

Odgers says she loves cross
discipline collaboration, and 
she makes a habit of speaking in 
other instructors’ classrooms. She’s 
branched out into many areas 
at NMC, writing for the NMC 
magazine, working on panels for 
films at the Dennos Museum, 
assisting at the TC Film Festival 
film schools at NMC, and even 
taking creative writing classes with 
newly-retired Communications 
instructor John Pahl—she even

Tasters’ Guild 2014
Emily Lechowicz
Press Staff Writer

No need to wine about the 
wait—Tasters’ Guild Food and 
Wine Tasting Event & Auction is 
right around the corner.

For multiple years now, The 
Great Lakes Culinary Institute has 
been hosting this well-known event, 
bringing in thousands of dollars 
for scholarship opportunities for 
qualifying culinary students who 
attend the Great Lakes Culinary 
Institute. This scholarship event 
not only provides monetary awards 
to the culinary students, but also 
grants the public a sneak peek of the 
institute, allowing guests to enjoy 
ethnic foods and wines from across 
the world while evaluating students 
and their cooking skills. This event is 
a great way to travel from country to 
country and enjoy distinctive ethnic 
eats without even venturing into the 
polar vortex.

Multiple students from various 
World Cuisine classes are grouped 
into teams, who then display 
entrees, appetizers, and desserts from 
the country of their choosing. Along

SUSAN ODGERS
continues to attend a writing group 
that Pahl facilitates. Odgers “Record 
Eagle” column apparently has some 
followers at NMC as well; she says 
that NMC nursing instructors are 
using it in the classroom, and NMC 
Communications instructor Mark 
Howell is using one of them in his 
upcoming book.

International students have also 
benefitted from Odgers’ help; last 
year she mentored two students, 
Wendy Cunapen (psychology) 
and Bilal Sheik (aviation), from 
London, England. Both are coming 
back this summer to spend a year 
at NMC.

with the tempting international 
food, decadent wines from local, 
regional and international wine 
cellars are available for sampling.

Chelsea Sayre, a first year culinary 
student at Great Lakes Culinary 
Institute, who is in Chef Jim’s World 
Cuisine class, gives us her insight 
to the event. “My group chose 
Caribbean food. We will be providing 
conch fritters, jerk pineapple shrimp 
kabobs, Cuban sandwiches and 
jalapeno pineapple salsa.” When 
asked about the prediction of the 
outcome of the event, Sayre says 
that there is an expectance of a lot 
of people attending Tasters’ Guild. 
“Our class alone is supplying the 
event with food from the Caribbean, 
Middle East, China, and Greece to 
name a few. It will be exciting to 
see what the other World Cuisine 
classes are making.” Last year, there 
were 32 students who were fortunate 
to receive scholarships from the 
Tasters’ Guild.

Along with the exciting walk
through of countries from all over 
the world, the Tasters’ Guild hosts 
an auction, from which all proceeds,

“I visited their homes and 
schools in England and have 
helped coordinate their move to the 
USA. I also brought my work in 
England and France into all of my 
classrooms in TC, via Skype and 
speaker phone.”

Odgers sometimes visits 
international students at home and 
helps them on employment and 
education applications.

- “I work with the best people,” 
Odgers says. “Anything I can do 
to connect NMC students and 
employees with our community, I 
do.”

including all profits from the ticket 
sales go toward scholarship money. 
Some of the items up for bid this 
year include golf and ski packages, a 
catered dinner during the Blue Angel 
Air show during the national Cherry 
Festival held during the summer in 
Traverse City, weekend packages to 
the Bay Shore Resort in Traverse 
City, as well as the May Morel Hunt, 
which gives winners an exclusive 
trip to the Benzie Country woods 
to hunt for the precious fungi, along 
with a catered dinner prepared with 
the delectable morels found.

The event is held at the Great 
Lakes Culinary Institute located 
on Front Street, just a few blocks 
down from Northwestern Michigan 
College. The exploration of the 
ethnic food starts at 6:30 p.m. on 
February 28, 2014. Early tickets 
are available for $60 per person, or 
$700 for a table. Since there will 
be alcohol at the event, guests are 
required to 21 and older to attend. 
Tickets are available for purchase at 
the Northwestern Michigan College 
website under the Great Lakes 
Culinary link.
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Kat Trumbull
Press A&E Editor

Obviously, Traverse City is 
filled with film buffs. Have you 
seen downtown during the Film 
Festival? It’s filled to the brim 
with those of us who love movies, 
love making movies, and love the 
culture and connections of this 
town. NMC has its fair share of 
young cinema lovers, including A1 
VanderKlipp and Lucas Nielsen. 
The two students have been 
working in local films for years, 
and have a lot to say about working 
in Traverse City and being young 
artists adding to their portfolios.

On a scale of one to 10, how 
difficult would you say it is to be a 
filmmaker in TC? Why?

Al: I’d put it around an eight. 
Traverse City is a beautiful place 
for filming, but it can be difficult 
to find willing and reliable actors 
and crew.

Lucas: If you’re ambitious, a 
three. If you’re not, a seven. I’d say 
this is actually one of the best places 
to imagine starting out, because 
there is such a big art crowd in the 
area and the film festival invites 
those with talent to witness great 
movies, but also inspires others 
to start making their own if they 
haven’t started yet.

What are some difficulties you 
face as a young filmmaker?

Al: It’s difficult to organize a 
film with peers, because of school 
and part-time jobs. Without 
the credibility that comes with 
a professional career, it’s hard to 
attract actors and production staff.

Lucas: Starting out, I had no 
idea what I was capable of. I just 
started making videos for fun and 
after five years of small videos and 
bigger projects surfacing, I have 
to think realistically about my 
environment. My biggest problem 
was, and still is, that I’ve been shy 
most of my life and, although it 
makes me uncomfortable, I have 
to put myself out there because 
film is worth it to me.

Do you plan to pursue a 
filmmaking career beyond TC? If 
so, what are your big dreams and 
goals?

Al: I do. I’m transferring out 
of state to either Northwestern

University or University of Texas at 
Austin next semester. Eventually, 
my ultimate goal is to write and 
produce the kind of goofy-looking 
horror movies that you’d come 
across in a video store’s VHS 
blowout sale, then totally surpass 
expectations.

Lucas: I plan on going to 
college for film and business, 
because they work together and 
separately.

When you’re making a film, do 
you have high expectations or do 
you just roll with the punches and 
let whatever happens happen?

Al: A certain amount of 
improvisation is excellent. 
Often, an actor can enhance the 
performance with a totally out- 
of-the-blue idea, and everyone 
just goes “that’s PERFECT.” Not 
everything has to go according to 
the script.

Lucas: If you have a creative 
vision, you should be able to make 
that come to life unless some other 
force is stopping you, like budget 
constraints or creative differences. 
When I make films, I always have a 
vision of how it should look at the 
end, and when I have that vision, I 
don’t like to stray from it

Do you have a production team 
you continuously work with or do 
you prefer to work alone?

Al: I collaborate with
my brother Carl during pre
production (writing, locations, 
etc.), but I’m generally the one 
in charge of sound, lighting, and 
post-production. I would love to 
be part of a team on someone else’s 
movie, or to have people willing to 
work with me on mine.

Lucas: Right now I work with 
a team to make a local TV show, a 
different crew to make short films 
we write, and a friend who I write 
with for fun and practice during 
the summer.

With your latest project, do you 
see it taking off or did you make it 
as a practice film to help you gain 
experience?

Al: “Shrek IV: A Live Reading” 
started off as just a fun little 
project to do with friends when I 
started writing it over the summer, 
but turned into a full-fledged 
short film that I’m very proud of. 
Sometimes these things just work

AL VANDERKLIPP (FAR RIGHT, SECOND ROW) 
AND THE CAST OF SHREK IV: A LIVE READING.

LUCAS NIELSEN (FAR RIGHT) AND THE CAST OF FNM.

out. I absolutely gained experience 
from it, but it’s definitely more of 
a major accomplishment than a 
practice run.

Lucas: My latest big
project was more practice than 
professional. I made the first

episode of a TV show called “New 
Media.” I wrote it, but I’m still 
editing it as I go to school. As 
I’ve said for the past six months, 
it should be done soon. It was an 
important learning experience 
for me in terms of working

with others, finding my talents, 
and editing. Definitely editing. 
Editing, man.

You can see both Al 
VanderKlipp’s and Lucas Nielsen’s 
videos on their YouTube channels: 
7and7Films and LDofN.

X
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Who is Oscar?
Kat Trumbull
Press A&E Editor

Have you ever wondered how the 
best movies of the year are chosen 
and why they win? What makes a 
movie eligible for a nomination? 
Who decided to name the awards 
“Oscars” and who is this Academy 
that awards them? “White Pine 
Press” is here to help answer some of 
your questions!

Who is the Academy?
Beginning in 1929, 

the Academy Awards 
are the oldest American

categories.

Who is Oscar?

in 1931.

How are movies 
nominated?

The two biggest rules 
for being eligible for 
nomination are: The film 
must have been released 
in the previous calendar 
year so everything 
being awarded 
this year came 
out between 
January 1 and 
December 31
of 2013 in Los 
Angeles. It also 
must be a full 
length feature
film, meaning it 
has to be at least 40 
minutes long.

awards ceremony, so 
I suppose you could 
say the Academy is an 
ancient organization of 
pre-Netflix film junkies. 
The Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences
(AMPAS) is comprised of 
over 6,000 motion picture 
professionals who award 
other professionals for 
outstanding work in their 
field by nominating therr
to win in their respective

What are the categories?
For nearly 100 years, the Academy 

has awarded several different 
categories of filmmaking, some have 
been added and removed throughout 
the century. The most hyped 
category is Best Picture, since that 
makes the winner the best-of-the- 
best for the year. Other important 
categories are Best Actor/Actress in 
a Leading Role, Best Actor/Actress 
in a Supporting Role and Best 
Director. Some fun categories that 
have been discontinued throughout 
the years are Best Original Musical 
ir Comedy Score and Best Dance

Direction.

Formally known as 
the Academy Award of 
Merit, the Oscar is a 
golden statuette given 
to the winners of any 
category. The folklore
of the naming process 
is disputed, but the story 

that is agreed on the most 
rolves some film royalty. In 
2, Walt Disney thanked 

Academy for his Oscar
after hearing an AMPAS 
secretary saying the statuette 
looked like her Uncle Oscar

Which movies are 
nominated this Year?

On March 2, the 86th 
Academy Awards, hosted by 
Ellen DeGeneres, will reveal 
which of this year’s nominees 
wins the prestigious Best 
Picture Award. This year, 
the nominees are “American 
Hustle,” “Captain Phillips,” 
“Dallas Buyers Club,” 
“Gravity,” “Her,” “Nebraska,”
“Philomena,” “12 Years a 
Slave,” and “The Wolf of Wall

"The Wolf of 
Wall Street"
Cassandra Chase
Press Staff Writer

Jordan Belfort is a real 
person, and he is the real wolf 
of Wall Street. This man has a 
very interesting life story, and 
Leonardo Dicaprio was made 
for this role. Dicaprio might 
finally win an Oscar! And Jonah 
Hill could win his first Academy 
Award for Best Supporting Actor. 
Dicaprio has said that he has 
been wanted to play the role of 
Jordan Belfort ever since he read 
Belfort’s autobiography about 
his experiences as a stockbroker 
and becoming filthy rich. Belfort 
actually spent time on set to 
teach DiCaprio how to act just 
like him, coaching DiCaprio on

how he should act when he was 
on Quaaludes and other drugs 
Bellfort abused. The real Jordan 
Belfort appears in the final 
scene, introducing DiCaprio 
to an audience paying to hear a 
motivational business speaker.

“Wolf of Wall” Street is an 
intense movie. It portrays Belfort 
rising into the world he built on 
his own. He started his stock 
business in a car garage with a 
couple of friends and turned it into 
a multimillion dollar company. 
A quote that properly explains 
the way Belfort’s company grew 
is, “My name is Jordan Belfort. 
This year I turned 26, I made

49 million dollars, which really 
pissed me off because it was three 
shy of a million a week.”

There’s this attitude 
throughout the movie that 
DiCaprio and the other actors 
give off, from the business scenes 
to the drug-filled orgy scenes. 
A lot of scenes are filmed from 
interesting angles, because the 
director wanted the uneasy and 
strange feeling to be created for 
the film. “Wolf of Wall Street” is a 
high quality film with its devoted 
characters, confident producers, 
and a great story. This is a must 
see!
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Emily Lechowicz
Press Staff Writer

How often can you dine at some 
of the finest restaurants in Traverse 
City and be served a three-course 
meal at these places for only $25 per 
person? Eat your heart out during 
the fourth annual Restaurant Week, 
which happens February 23 through 
March 1. Eat at favorite restaurants, 
or be gutsy and learn to love new 
eateries. This opportunity comes 
once a year with 34 participating 
restaurants in the Traverse City 
area. Remarkably enough, over two- 
thirds of the successful restaurants 
participating in Restaurant Week 
have just opened in the last 10 years.

Traverse City might not be the 
largest city in the United States, 
but we are known nationwide for 
the restaurants, along with the local 
breweries and wine cellars located 
here. Some of the best restaurants in 
TC are taking part in this weeklong 
event. From 7 Monks Taproom, to 
Trattoria Stella, to Aerie (located 
inside the Grand Traverse Resort), 
local hotspots are getting ready 
to serve three-course meals for 
an amazing low price. Your meal 
includes an appetizer, entree and

Lucky Rose
Press Staff Writer

If you’re the type of person 
who enjoys a traveling experience 
without the need to muscle your 
cosmetics through customs, there 
are several attempts you can make 
to taste other lands right here on 
recognizable soil. TSA won’t come 
kicking in your door for a wand- 
check, and your dignity can remain 
intact—so long as you’re also the 
type that answers your front door 
fully clothed and sober. (Some 
people just aren’t that type.)

Boss Coffee (Japan)
This is a coffee and milk 

combination that will make even 
the most seasoned caffeine lovers see 
into the future. It’s entirely possible 
that this product is the reason 
for Japan leading the universe 
in technical innovations, food 
preparation and quite possibly their 
fashion sense.

In Japan, it’s served hot, warm, 
or cold out of vending machines for 
about $1.50 (American dollars.) To
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Restaurant Week
dessert for $25 per person. Instead 
of drooling over food reviews about 
restaurants that you can’t afford, 
the everyday foodie can explore 
restaurants all over Traverse City and 
taste new flavors. Don’t forget to pair 
your favorite wine as a celebration 
of discovering new foods—but 
beverages and gratuity are not 
included in the $25 price tag. Enjoy 
Lobster Ravioli Angliotti at Minervas 
Prix Fixe, indulge in savory Seafood 
Chowder at Om Cafe, or kick back 
and chow down on some crispy pork 
rinds at the Blue Tractor Restaurant.

Restaurant Week is the perfect 
opportunity to see why Traverse 
City was listed in America’s Top 
5 Foodie Towns in 2010, not to 
mention why Livability.com voted 
TC to be the “#1 Foodie City in 
America.” Reservations ahead of 
time are strongly suggested. The 
heart (or should I say stomach!) of 
Traverse City lies within the doors of 
the restaurants here. Downtowntc. 
com provides a complete list of 
participating restaurants, as well as 
links to their websites to view full 
menus.

Drinking the world in
A taste of the world one beverage at a time

get it in your house, make a Japanese 
friend or do what normal people do 
and order it from Amazon.com.

Pearl of The Sea (Thailand)
Originating in the 1980s, what 

makes this beverage unique are 
its “pearls,” the tapioca balls that 
are nested at the bottom of either 
traditional tea flavors, or milk-tea 
hybrid favors. Also referred to as 
“bubble tea,” and “boba tea,” it was 
initially named after the tapioca 
morsels themselves: “little breasts” 
in Chinese.

Whatever you call it, Pearl of 
The Sea has seen huge success on 
American soil and can be found 
in some malls across the country. 
There are packets and how-tos 
available to more adventurous or 
less clumsy folk for purchase online.

Kvass (Russia)
Made from fermented black or 

other rye-breads, Kvass is known 
for it’s sour-but-sweet offset taste,

much like lemonade here in the 
states. It can be brewed at home or 
purchased in cooled bottles in many 
different flavors from Amazon.com. 
It’s probably not the worst thing 
you can put in your mouth that’s 
been fermenting.

Calpis (Japan)
Originally this drink was named 

“kalupissu,” but marketers caught 
it before it was distributed to the 
United States, knowing no one but 
really interesting people would buy 
a milky looking drinking called 
“Cowpiss.” Names aside, Calpis 
has more of a yogurt texture with 
chalky or sometimes “gritty” tastes, 
according to reviews. It’s excellent 
after a workout and is remarkable 
at refueling and refreshing during 
especially hot seasons.

Tali Tarik (Malaysia)
“Pulled tea,” as it is most often 

called due to the “pulling” process 
of pouring, is sold in stalls and

restaurants across
Malaysia and Singapore. 
It’s created by decanting 
tea between two vessels, 
then adding milk and 
repeating the process 
until the top is frothy 
and the taste is sweet 
but earthy. To make 
this requires extreme 
skill, and because of that 
there are many occasions 
where competitions are 
held to crown the best 
decanters. You can order 
a variant of this from 
Amazon.com.

drink it, but typically it’s blended 
with your straw. It’s often ordered

Thai Tea (Thailand)
Different from 

Bubble Tea, this is sold 
in almost every Thai 
restaurant in the United 
States. It’s extremely
sweet, and typically made with
black tea before cream is set on top. . r . . , r
r , . . . . , r as a dessert for its level of sweetness.Its optional to mix it before you



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A controversy of 
wildlife conservation
I Georg Schluender
I Press Staff Writer

It is said that Saint Francis once met with 
a wolf outside the village of Gubbio, Italy. It 
had been threatening villagers, but rather than 
killing it, Saint Francis and a notary agreed 
that if fed and allowed to wander the village, 
the wolf would never harm man nor beast 
there. The allegory instills a sense of the wolf’s 
uncontrolled nature transformed by sanctity, 
and extends to those people identified by 
wolf-like characteristics—thieves, heretics, 
and outlaws—redeemed by Saint Francis’s all- 
encompassing compassion and courtesy.

The story in Michigan was different 
in 2013, though, where a wolf hunting 
season opened mid-November and ran until 
December 31, with 1200 licenses harvesting 
23 wolves. The hunt was originally limited to 
a harvest of 43 wolves in a three zone area of 
the Upper Peninsula—but it didn’t include 
an additional 14 confirmed poached wolves 
the DNR has identified. The hunt took place 
despite the signatures of 250,000 citizens who 
protested the hunt, garnered by the group 
Keep Michigan Wolves Protected. The 2013 
wolf hunt may also have violated a 2007 
agreement between Indian tribes and the state 
of Michigan, with the final decision made by 
the Natural Resource Commission.

The Department of Natural Resources, 
National Fish and Wildlife Service, and even 
some poachers have adopted a set of seven 
principles known as The North American 
Wildlife Conservation Model. Hunters 
and anglers in the mid-1800s—Theodore 
Roosevelt and George Bird Grinnell, to name 
a few—realized they needed to set limits in 
order to protect rapidly disappearing wildlife, 
and assume responsibility for managing wild 
habitats. They rallied fellow sportsmen, 
pushing for hunting regulations and 
establishing conservation groups to protect 
habitat, leading to a set of principles known 
as the Seven Sisters of Conservation.

Sister #1 - Wildlife is Held in the Public Trust 
Sister #2 — Prohibition on Commerce of 
Dead Wildlife
Sister #3 - Democratic Rule of Law 
Sister #4 - Hunting Opportunity for All 
Sister #5 - Non-Frivolous Use 
Sister #6 - International Resources 
Sister #7 — Scientific Management

By overlooking the citizens who opposed 
the wolf hunt, governmental decision makers 
also distorted data regarding wolf predation 
in relation to four of the seven principles of 
the Sisters of Conservation. Which makes 
the question of a 2014 hunt moot, otherwise 
going against the philosophy of wildlife 
conservation in North America. Good wildlife 
management is a prudent balance between 
science and democracy, and if the hunt goes 
on the wolf population will decease as rapidly 
as they’ve persevered since the 1989 record of 
only three wolves, excluding Isle Royale wolf 
packs in the Upper Peninsula. This year’s hunt 
claimed close to 10 percent of the Michigan 
wolf population that stood at 458 prior to the 
hunt.

Using these basic principles of wildlife 
management to evaluate a Michigan wolf 
harvest, Rolf Peterson, research professor 
of wildlife ecology, and John Vucetich an 
Associate Professor of wildlife ecology have 
authored over 75 scholarly publications on 
topics, including wolf-prey ecology and 
the human-dimensions of natural resource 
management. They discovered misleading 
facts creating the perception of human safety 
concerns are based on 93 complaints since 
2010, where genuine threats to human safety 
by wolves were exceedingly rare. The Michigan 
wolf hunting season does not correlate to 
higher incidences of human interaction nor 
livestock predation. Facilitating wolf control 
measures that protect public and domestic

animals must be adhered to immediately 
whenever the threat arises and a hunt will 
not necessarily eliminate the predatory wolf 
therefore the obligation of FWS and DNR to 
enforce. The Matchwood farm in Ontonagon 
County, owned by the Koski family for over 
a century, had 96 cattle killed in verified wolf 
attacks since 2010. Costing the taxpayer 
$200,000 in addition to $38,000 in direct 
cash for cattle-loss claims and other assistance 
equating to more than half of all cattle 
attacked by all other U.P. farmers, an MLive 
analysis shows. A proponent of the wolf hunt, 
John Koski’s other motives led to animal 
abuse charges and an investigation into his 
allegations and farming practices by the FWS.

The “Wolf Hunt Sabotage Manual,” being 
distributed at the Earth First website, will 
chase wolf hunters from the wolves’ wilderness 
as it has in other wolf hunting states. Earth 
First Media spokesman Grayson Flory said his 
organization published the manual written 
by a group calling themselves the “Redneck 
Wolf Lovin’ Brigade.” The impetus was the 
Obama administration’s announcement in 
June that it plans to end Endangered Species 
Act protections for almost all wolves in the 
United States. Flory went on to say,

“The wolf hunt manual that we’re 
redistributing is only about protecting life, 
not killing it. We’re completely against the 
harming of living things.”

Our primordial essence of being has evolved 
with the wolf until the egoic development of 
human kind—which very often has proven to 
be unkind throughout history.

“In our tradition, in our culture, we believe 
that the wolf is our brother,” conveyed Aaron 
Payment, the chair of the Sault Sainte Marie 
Tribe of Chippewa Indians. “And, I don’t 
mean this to sound very mystical, but in our 
long-standing tradition, we believe that what 
happens to the wolf, eventually happens to us.”
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