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Voting Information
Tuesday, November 4 from 7am - 8pm you can make your voice heard. By 

voting for your favorite candidate for Michigan Governor, U.S. Senator, U.S. 
Representative, and many more, you can truly make a difference in the future of 
your home. As a Traverse City resident, you as a voter would be voting for someone 
to represent every county from Mason to Leelanau all the way up to the northern 
most county of Keweenaw in the Upper Peninsula. District 1 is by far the largest 
district of Michigan’s 14 districts to represent, so we need the right fit when it 
comes to a politician making a difference.

No matter which precinct you reside in, several voting locations are available for 
your convenience.

Precinct 1 will vote at the Fire Station on W. Front St.

Precinct 3 at the Grand Traverse History Center on Sixth St.

Precinct 4 at Orchard View on East Carter Centre.

Precinct 7 at Traverse Heights Elementary School on Rose St.

Precinct 8 at the Civic Center off of Front.

White Pine Press 
welcomes comments, 
suggestions, ideas for 

news stories and 
calendar items.

NEWSROOM 231.995.1173 
DISTRIBUTION 231 995.1322 
ADVERTISING 231.995.1996 
FAX 231.995.2110
EMAIL whitepinepress@gmail.com

Printed by Stafford Media Solutions and distributed free.
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Precinct 9 at Eastern Elementary School on Eastern Avenue.

Precinct 10 at Glenn Loomis School on Oak Street.
For more information on where to vote and which precinct you reside in, visit 
www. vote411 .org.

Local Traverse City Comedy
Saturday, October 25, Falling Down Stairs Productions and Studio Anatomy 

are inviting you to attend the Freaks and Treats Underground Comedy Show! All 
performers will be adorned in costume and preforming comedy in character for 
your entertainment. This 18-and-older show only costs $10 for a night of laughs 
and never-ending fun. The doors open at 8pm with the show beginning at 9, in 
which 11 comedians will do their best to tickle your funny bone all night long.
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Dystonia Survivor at NMC
I Alex Bondar
| Press Staff Writer

Imagine that you’re having 
a normal day; you’re walking to 
class on a beautiful Wednesday 
afternoon. Suddenly, without 
warning, your body freezes up. 
Your whole being starts to shrivel 
as you fall to the ground. The pain 
is unbearable, and you can’t control 
anything. The more you try and 
stop it, the worse it hurts. It switches 
from one muscle to the other, and 
the only thing you can do is wait 
it out. It can last anywhere from a 
few seconds to minutes on end. You 
aren’t even sure if your body will 
stay in this position forever or revert 
to its normal state. This is Dystonia, 
a movement disorder that creates 
muscle contractions and causes 
abnormal, repetitive movements 
and/or postures. Dystonia is 
actually more common than most 
think; estimates state that no fewer 
than 300,000 people are affected 
in the United States and Canada. 
Many different diseases can cause 
this condition. On NMC’s campus, 
many students represent many 
disorders. Dystonia is no exception.

Meet Madison Williams, a 
21-year-old student who suffers 
from Dystonia. She has recently 
taken up the cause of spreading 
awareness for Dystonia, along with 
other disorders. Her new student

group is called “Dystonia and 
Other Disorders Awareness Group,” 
in which group members and 
guests discuss disorders and spread 
awareness to others about them. 
Williams has also been all over 
campus with signature petitions; 
by sending the signatures to the 
Dystonia Foundation, she is helping 
make September become Dystonia 
Awareness Month. I sat down 
with Williams for a one-on-one 
interview to discuss her experience 
with Dystonia, how it has affected 
her and her family, and what she is 
doing to spread awareness.

AB: When did you get Dystonia?
MW: At age 7.
AB: What is it like?
MW: When I got it, it was 

normal, because my mom has it, my 
grandma has it—those are the two 
who had it at the time. Now, I think 
of it as a blessing because I’m able 
to help others out with Dystonia 
and give them encouragement and 
help them understand things about 
Dystonia. Dystonia is not a mental 
disorder. It is a physical disorder.

AB: Tell me about this petition 
you’ve been spreading around 
campus.

MW: That is to help make 
September Dystonia Awareness 
Month and not many people

know about Dystonia in the U.S. 
There are 300,000 people in the 
United States [and Canada] that are 
actually diagnosed with it. To this 
day, doctors misdiagnose Dystonia 
and they say, “It’s in the head,” or 
“You’re trying to commit suicide,” 
and stufflike that. So, with us doing 
that, it’s to have the government 
recognize Dystonia and make 
it so it’s September Dystonia 
Awareness Month; we hope to get it 
[recognized] around the world.

AB: What can others do to help?
MW: Listen to anybody,

like someone with a disorder or 
someone with a disability. Just 
listen. And if you’re someone in 
the medical field, listen, just don’t 
assume. Caregivers—also listen to 
them. Listening is a big thing that 
you might want to consider.

AB: What are your goals here at 
NMC?

MW: My goal here at NMC is to 
become a medical social worker to 
help those with disabilities. I want 
to help them by talking to them or 
help them with the doctors that tell 
them that it’s all in their mind. They 
can come and talk to me and then I 
will be able to tell the doctors that 
they have a condition. We can go 
from there.

AB: Anything else you’d like to

Madison with her petition and all of the signatures.

say?
MW: If anybody gets a chance, 

look up kids with Dystonia. It gives 
you a chance to see where I came 
from and how I became the young 
lady that I am today. Dystonia does 
not define me, I define it.

Williams is doing her part in 
spreading awareness for Dystonia 
and other disorders. Are you? If you 
would like to help, you can do a

number of things. You can join her 
student group, Dystonia and Other 
Disorders Awareness Group, which 
meets on Wednesdays in Scholar’s 
Hall Room 15. You may also visit 
www.dystonia-foundation.org to 
learn more about the condition, 
how to spread awareness, events, 
and the most important—donating.

Which is Creepier?
I Kat Trumbull
Press Editor in Chief

Tell us which of these two things 
is creepier on our Twitter @ 
WhitePiriePress! Let us know what 
you think and we’ll print your 
response in our next issue when 
we reveal the winners of our White 
Pine Press Costume Contest. Which 
of these creepy locations would you 
rather investigate?

Pere Cheney, Crawford County
In the mid-1870’s, the town of 

Cheney was a booming metropolis 
with the population of 1500 
people. Lumberjacks roamed freely 
and life seemed like a real treat until 
diphtheria ran rampant throughout 
the townspeople. In just 20 years, 
the population dropped to only 25 
people. A little over a decade later, 
only 18 remained. As if that wasn’t

spooky enough, it’s been said that 
villagers from neighboring areas 
would band together to try to burn 
Cheney to the ground to prevent 
the disease from reaching them. 
The final 18 survivors relocated 
to today’s Gaylord area; the town, 
now known as Pere Cheney, was 
declared a ghost town. The new title 
was easily deserved as now several 
reports have been filed about seeing 
strange occurrences in the town and 
its decrepit cemetery. Orbs, strange 
figures, and lights in the trees have 
all been seen by travelers for over 
a century. Most recently, in 2009, 
a group of teens visited the Pere 
Cheney cemetery to be greeted by 
a disgruntled old man who fired 
a shotgun at them. The Crawford 
County Sheriff has stated that Pere

Cheney is not a place to be visited.

The Masonic Temple, Detroit
In 1922, a wealthy business 

man built the Detroit Masonic 
Temple, the largest Masonic 
Temple in the world. Home to over 
1,000 rooms, hidden passageways, 
and trick staircases, the founder 
went bankrupt trying to finance 
the construction of the building. 
Broke, his wife left him, he took up 
drinking and one night decided to 
throw himself off of the top of his 
own building. To this day, security 
guards say they can see the shadow 
of him walking up the stairs to the 
roof and they can feel cold spots 
throughout the building. It’s even 
been said that several doors open 
by themselves, including the door

leading to the roof. One man said 
that he had closed and locked the 
door, only to have it viciously slam 
open after he had turned his back 
on it. Most of the building is closed 
to the public, as several rooms are 
unused and unfinished, leaving an 
eerie feeling in the gut of visitors. 
The unfinished pool on the sixth 
floor hasn’t been touched since 
the construction costs were cut 
by the poor, heartbroken founder. 
On quiet nights, it has even been 
reported that screams can be heard 
of the couple arguing about money. 
Several ghost hunters have floked to 
Detroit to investigate the Masonic 
Temple, even SyFy Channel’s Ghost 
Hunters. Is that enough to make 
you turn and run the other way? It 
would be for us.

Springport Inn, Harrisville
Originally built by Joseph Van 

Buskirk in 1877, the Springport 
Inn has a terrifying past. While 
throwing a party to celebrate his 
wealth in the railroad industry, 
Van Buskirk drank so much that 
he fell down his staircase and broke 
his neck on the sixth stair. Now, 
it’s been said that Van Buskirk can 
be seen roaming the halls and the 
staircase with a glass in his hand as 
if his party never ended. Orbs have 
been seen by guests as well as several 
stories of feeling as though someone 
is breathing down your neck. The 
owners say that if you step on the 
sixth step, you are doomed to fall 
down the stairs as Van Buskirk did.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

October 23, 2014
WHITE PINE PRESS04 NEWS

Say Cheese...Cake!
Underground Cheesecake Company gets new owner

Cassandra Chase
Press Staff Designer

When you first walk in, the 
delicious smell of cheesecake greets 
you at the door. You know you’re 
going to cheat on your diet before 
you leave, but it’s okay — everyone 
else has! Tucked behind Spanglish 
is The Underground Cheesecake 
Company, which has been part 
of the community for the past 
27 years. The ownership of the 
company is currently undergoing 
some changes. Do not fret; you can 
still get your frozen cheesecake on 
a stick.

The Underground Cheesecake 
Company started in the basement 
of owner Mary Vickerman’s house. 
With the help of her good friends and 
co-owners, they turned Vickerman’s 
basement into a commercial kitchen 
and started making cheesecake. 
They started to send their cakes to a 
few local businesses. After a couple 
speed bumps and much customer 
demand, they started delivering 
cheesecakes around to the Traverse 
City population. They had to do 
delivery, because Vickerman’s home 
insurance didn’t cover commercial 
traffic. When cheesecake became 
more in demand than the basement 
could handle, they moved to Front 
Street downtown. One day in 2004, 
they got a phone call from the Food 
Network, looking for local business 
to feature for a holiday special. At 
first they thought it was a prank call, 
but after some Internet research, 
they discovered that it was real. 
They were featured on Food Finds, 
which focuses on local mom and 
pop type businesses. The network 
was drawn to the frozen chocolate- 
dipped cheesecake-on-a-stick, and 
who wouldn’t be? Food Network did 
12 hours of filming in Traverse City 
for a 10-minute segment, and when 
it aired, the orders came flooding in. 
Hundreds of orders a day, and with 
such high demand they were baking 
for 24 hours a day. Hard work never 
goes unnoticed, especially here in 
Traverse City. The segment ran 
three more times and made three 
more times the business.

Enough of the history lesson; 
let’s talk about current events. 
After 27 years, the owners wanted 
to retire and spend time with their 
grandkids. They had an amazing 
career, worked their butts off, and 
now its time to pass the torch to 
the next generation. The original

THE CURRENT LOCATION OF THE UNDERGROUND CHEESECAKE COMPANY AT THE GRAND TRAVERSECOMMONS.

plan was to close up shop and 
stop making cheesecake altogether. 
The owners of Michigan Farm 
Market (MFM) felt that a staple 
of Traverse City should not shut 
its doors, and most people would 
agree. MFM sold Underground 
Cheesecake Company products 
in their stores and already had a 
bond with the owners of UCC. It 
made the transition very smooth 
for everyone. The future plans 
for the little cheesecake shop is 
that the product is going to stay 
completely the same with all the 
same cheesecakes, brownies, cookies 
and soups. Behind the scenes is 
where the real change will happen. 
They will be doing more festivals 
and catering events, like they did 
for Zonta Women’s Club Fashion 
Show on October 15. Besides doing 
more around the community, that 
is going to be the extent of the 
changes.

I had the privilege to sit down 
with one of the newest owners 
of the Underground Cheesecake 
Company, Scotty Bruce, who also 
co-owns Michigan Farm Market. 
When asked what it is like to 
own a business in the Commons, 
his response was, “It’s absolutely 
amazing to have a business in the 
Commons! The vibe is always 
positive and the grounds are 
constantly changing. It’s amazing 
to see other business owners care 
about their community and their 
products. Seeing them work their 
asses off makes you want to work 
your ass off.”

If you have never been to 
the Underground Cheesecake

Company, you are probably 
wondering about what’s on 
the menu. The Underground 
Cheesecake Company has anything 
you might be craving. If you’re 
looking for delicious gluten-free 
cheesecake, they have it. If you’re 
looking for a soup that has been 
crafted for almost 30 years, they 
have it. If you’re looking for bite
sized cheesecake, they have it. 
Cheesecake may be the main 
squeeze, but there are other surprises 
that you can find, from flourless 
chocolate cake, to pumpkin cake 
roll, to gourmet creme de menthe 
brownies. No matter what you get, 
your sweet tooth will be begging for 
more, and it is here to stay.

PAST OWNER PASSES CHEESECAKE TORCH TO NEW OWNER.

THIS LITTLE GIRL CANNOT WAIT TO GET HER COOKIES.
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Armada Murder Solved
I Alex Bondar
| Press Staff Writer

Three months. That’s a very long 
time for a murder to go unsolved. 
In a small town called Armada, 
Michigan, that’s exactly what 
happened with the case of April 
Millsap, a 14-year-old girl who was 
murdered on the summer night 
of July 24. However, this month a 
sigh of relief came from the Armada 
community when the murder was 
solved. But, the question remains... 
why did the murder take so long to 
solve?

Millsap was a well-known girl 
in the small Armada community, 
which yields a population of 1,730 
people. She was known around 
town as a sweet girl. She attended 
the local school, Armada Middle 
School, and was going to be a 
freshman at Armada High School 
in the fall. She was just like all of the 
other students; out for the summer, 
and enjoying it as much as she could. 
In fact, in a couple of weeks was the 
town’s annual Armada Fair, known 
as the “true country fair.” Everyone 
in the town looks forward to the 
loud, socialite event. Unfortunately, 
she never made it.

On a warm summer evening on 
July 24 at 5:30 pm, Millsap began 
walking the family dog, Penny, on 
the Macomb Orchard Trail. The 
trail is a beloved part of Macomb 
County, running for over 23 miles 
from neighboring towns Romeo 
to Richmond. The trail is perfect

Hagerty Center 
GL 101

for Armada citizens as Armada is 
the midpoint for the trail. This 
walking wasn’t a new practice 
for Millsap; she and many other 
Armada citizens had walked, ran, 
and biked the trails every day. It 
was a common occurrence to see 
the same people on the trail daily 
or weekly. However, this evening 
was different. She began walking 
on the part of the trail near Fulton 
Street, about a mile from her house. 
An hour later, she was seen speaking 
to a man named James VanCallis, 
32, who was on a blue and white 
Enduro motorcycle. Shortly after 
she turned away, Millsap sent a 
text to her boyfriend suggesting 
that she felt unsure about the man 
she just spoke to. As she walked 
away, VanCallis proceeded to stalk 
Millsap. He premeditated, stalked, 
and then proceeded to ambush her 
from behind. He then moved her 
into the woods, removed most of 
her clothing, beat and stomped on 
her. VanCallis was interrupted by 
someone passing by, which some 
believe stopped him from raping 
Millsap. After killing her, VanCallis 
took her phone and her backpack 
and fled the scene, leaving Millsap 
partially clothed in the woods with 
her dog.

Almost immediately after 
VanCallis fled, Millsap’s body was 
discovered. Her dog waited by her 
body and alerted the next people 
to pass by—a group of joggers 
found the girl and called the police. 
Her phone was discovered nearby

NOW HIRING!
American Red Cross Certified Lifeguards 

Pay starts at $8.79; flexible hours.

Not certified?
Training is available!

Cost for certification is $180 or FREE if you qualify 
for a scholarship. Certification good for 2 years.

For more information and class dates, call Erin Parsons at 
231-922-4816 or send e-mail to eparsons@grandtraverse.org
Apply on line at www.grandtraverse.org

Where science, business and policy 
meet to help you make a difference.

RSVP Online at:
wmich.edu/traversecity/infosession

Hollweg Street and Jefferson Lane, 
not far from the crime scene. Found 
on Millsap’s body were footprints 
that later matched the athletic shoes 
that VanCallis was wearing at the 
time.

The confusion started almost 
immediately. Police conducted a 
search throughout the entire town 
for hours, even days, until July 27. 
April Millsap’s vigil was held that 
day, and hundreds of people showed 
up; some that attended the vigil did 
not even know the Millsap family. 
That same day, a sketch was released 
of the man who was believed to be 
the murderer. Days later, on July 30, 
a search warrant was executed by 
the FBI. Still, nothing had shown 
up. By August 6, the autopsy had 
finally been released: Millsap had 
signs of a blunt head trauma and 
asphyxia due to neck compression. 
The community was shocked and 
horrified. What’s worse is that the 
killer was still on the loose, and 
the Armada Fair was soon to begin 
on August 15. On August 18, a 
person of interest was taken into 
custody. His name — James Donald 
VanCallis. Police didn’t say why they 
took him away, but they
found large amounts
of marijuana in his
father’s house where he
lived. They also took
a dirt bike, clothing,
a cell phone, hunting
gear, bank records,
photos, and a notebook
from the house. As

September 4 rolled around, students 
returned to Armada Area Schools, 
all still uncertain about the unsolved 
case. But a little over a month 
later, on October 8, VanCallis was 
charged with first-degree murder.

When someone murders a 
person, normally there is intent 
involved. Somehow, the killer 
knows the victim and is driven to 
commit such a crime. However, the 
only connection between Millsap 
and VanCallis was that VanCallis’ 
son was a classmate of Millsap. This 
murder was done without much 
intent at all. No one really knows 
why at this point. What everyone 
does know is that VanCallis is 
locked up — life in prison, without 
parole.

The town of Armada is still 
shaken up by the murder, even 
though the killer is behind bars. 
However, resident Hannah Dabain 
feels confident in her community. 
“No one [is] willing to give up our 
town [and] the path to fear. I walk/ 
run on the path all of the time.” 
Dabain agrees that the feeling in 
Armada is different, though. “It did 
shatter an inner peace and belief

Traverse City
Western Michigan University

Freshwater Studies 
Open House

Wednesday, Nov. 12 at 5 p.m.

If you attend the event and apply 
to the Freshwater Science and 
Sustainability program at WMU 
Traverse City by November 21, we will 
pay your application fee. (Must submit 
a stamped paper application received 
at the event.)

that, by being rural and small, we 
were somehow protected from that 
type of violence.”

Despite the crime being solved, 
other residents aren’t so sure about 
their little village anymore. Lynea 
Roszczewski, a long-time resident 
of Armada, still feels the effects of 
the crime. “Since the horrible crime 
of April Millsap, our little quaint 
town has a different feeling to it. 
You find people staying closer to 
their children and restricting their 
activities unless they are within an 
eye or arm’s length,” she said. When 
asked about how Armada used to 
be, she reminisced. “I moved to 
Armada in 1995 to raise my one- 
year-old daughter. I chose Armada 
because of its good school ratings, 
quaint neighborhoods and the 
extremely low crime rate.” Now 
that Armada has been scarred by 
a murder, Roszczewski feels less 
comfortable. “Living close to the 
scene of the crime made it personal. 
We still love our little quaint town 
of Armada, but it no longer has the 
innocence that drew us here in the 
first place.”

NMC
University

Center
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Batfleck:AffleckTakes 
His Turn as Batman

I Kat Trumbull
Press Editor in Chief

CAMPUS QUOTES
Compiled by Cassandra Chase

Have you ever had a supernatural 
event happen to you?

Dark, gritty, strong. These are all words that could be used to describe everyone’s image 
of the modern day Batman. But with the new casting of the Caped Crusader, what will we 
think of him now? Dorky, melodramatic, or will we just remember that the new Batman was 
the star of Gigli'

That’s right, it’s been announced that Ben Affleck has been casted to play Batman, beside 
Henry Cavill as Superman in the Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice film directed by Zack 
Snyder.

I know most of you must be thinking, ‘You ‘gotham’ be kidding me!’, but the release 
date is March 25, 2016, so we’ll have to wait for the silly casting results of not only Affleck 
as Batman, but also Jesse Eisenberg as Lex Luthor. Even though the official plot of the film 
hasn’t been released, I still find it weird that Aquaman is listed in the character description. 
We all already know that Henry Cavill is perfect as Kal-El/Clark Kent/Superman, as seen in 
Snyder’s 2013 release, Man of Steel.

Yes, I and several other reviewers and film/superhero fans agree that there is a bit of 
trepidation and doubt when it comes to the odd casting of Affleck as the Dark Knight, 
but, to be fair, we should all remember what it was like when Heath Ledger was announced 
as the Joker. We all had a cow. The Brokeback Mountain guy as the evil Joker? Ha! What 
a preposterous thought! But, wait, didn’t Ledger create one of the most memorable, 
terrifying, and awesome characters of all cinematic history? Yes, yes he did. And remember 
when everyone freaked when DC said that Princess Diaries star, Anne Hathaway, was cast 
as Catwoman in The Dark Knight Rises'. Yes, she won an Academy Award for her role in Les 
Miserables, but Batman is no musical! This is serious! But she kicked cat-butt in her leather 
suit and enchanted audiences with the sexual tension between her and Bruce Wayne. So 
who’s to say that Affleck won’t kick butt as the new Batman?

I mean, when you look at it in the grand scope of things, Marvel and DC are set to release 
40 films in the next six years. So I’m sure Affleck in Batman v Superman will be much better 
than, say, Deadpool (2016), Aquaman (2018), or Cyborg (2020). But if Affleck does well, he 
could join the ranks of The Avengers: Age ofUltron (2015), Suicide Squad (2016), Guardians 
of the Galaxy 2 (2017).

However skeptical I and the superhero nerds of the world are, Affleck has real potential as 
Batman and could easily change the ‘wayne’ you think of Bruce.

I tried being a witch, but it was awful. I didn't 
know WITCH profession I wanted to go into, if 

you know what I mean.

MATHEIU ST. CHARLES
Nursing

I have been to Pere Cheny in Crawford county.
The cemetery is known to be haunted. I 

have heard voices. I have been overcome by 
emotions and have felt cold chills. I have only 

felt things, but I have never seen anything

DANIELLE FEDAK
Nursing

Non-Discrimination Policy Notice
Northwestern Michigan College is committed to a policy of equal opportunity for 

all persons and does not unlawfully discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, religion, disability, genetic information, height, weight, marital status or veteran 
status in employment, educational programs and activities, and admissions, nmc.edu/ 
nondiscrimination

When I lived downstate in my parent's 
basement, I had a sleepover with some 
riends. We were watching a movie in my 
oom when all the lights flickered and the 
iors slammed shut. We finished the movie

upstairs.

ZACH HOWE
Psychology

WRITE US A LETTER
room.

OUR POLICY: White Pine Press 
accepts letters to the editor from 
members of the college and 
community. Letters should be less 
than 400 words, typewritten, and 
signed with your name, address and 
phone number. Letters may be edited 
for clarity, grammar, spelling and 
length. Opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of The White Pine 
Press staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686

BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 

BY FAX: (231)995-2110

I was 15 and minding my own business on the 
computer in the kitchen. 1 heard something behind 
me, and when I turned around I saw the tail end of 
a flannel shirt going into my room. No one in my 
family owns a flannel shirt and no one was in my

NICOLE PRIEBE
Social Work

Yes. It was in Canada when I was on vacation.
I was upstairs, home alone, when I heard 

something. It was calling my name and asking 
where I was. Right after I replied to it, the doors 

slammed shut.

KELSEY WILLIAMS
Arts and Science
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Frightful Fun in Northern Michigan
Haunted attractions gain attention

Laureen Horan
Press Staff Writer

Each year, along with changing 
leaves and chilly weather, October 
brings upon us all of our favorite 
Halloween traditions. Pumpkin 
everything, corn mazes, fun 
costumes, and of course, trick 
or treating. Along with these 
fun traditions is another classic 
Halloween activity that is not for 
the faint of heart: a tour through a 
“haunted” house.

For those of you brave enough 
to venture through a haunted 
attraction, you’ve probably already 
paid a visit to at least one. For the 
readers who say “no, thank you” 
to random strangers popping out 
of nowhere in the dark with a fake 
chainsaw screaming in your face 
and scaring you until you pee your 
pants, we at the JFifefe Pine Press say 
“live a little.” There are multiple 
haunted attractions in our area that 
you should really consider checking 
out. They’re fun, they’re safe, and 
your money supports local business 
and organizations.

According to AmericaHaunts. 
com, an estimated 1,200 haunted 
attractions open for business 
every Halloween season and 
approximately 3,000 charity 
organizations set up short-term

haunted attractions to raise money 
for select charities.

Of all of Northern Michigan’s 
yearly haunted attractions, one of 
the most popular is Ghost Farm of 
Kingsley. The ghost farm prides 
itself on the fact that customers 
need not stand in boring, long lines 
and that there are always plenty of 
fun activities to do! Attendees can 
enjoy local ghost stories around a 
blazing bonfire and also partake in 
many Halloween and farm-themed 
games while they wait for their 
haunted walk tour to begin, as well 
as Cobby’s Hay Maze, Ghost Town 
Animal Farm, and Free Fall Fun 
Games 12-5pm every Saturday and 
Sunday in October. Still hesitant on 
attending?

Ghost Farm of Kingsley offers 
dusk tours for those who wish 
to enjoy a spooky, Halloween- 
themed stroll without being scared. 
This is perfect for families with 
young children. If you’re feeling 
bold, go on Halloween night and 
walk through the Witching Hour 
Haunted Walk. It is not for the faint 
of heart or bladder. Word to the 
wise if this is the one you choose 
... bring a change of clothing. 
This walk is pure fear and is for

one night only and by reservations 
only. $20 per person. Saturday, 
October 31, 11 p.m.-l a.m. Ghost 
Farm of Kingsley is located at 
5010 Pierce Rd, in Kingsley. For 
more information, check out their 
Facebook page or call (231) 645
1447. Hours are Friday 7-11 p.m., 
Saturday noon-5 p.m. and 7-11 
p.m., and Sundays noon-5 p.m. A 
portion of the proceeds goes to 
local nonprofits including a 4-H 
Group, Forever Farm’n.

Screams in the Dark, a 
Traverse City attraction, is 
located at the Northwestern 
Michigan Fairgrounds and is 
sure to scare the daylights out 
of you! Their attractions include 
“Pandemonium,” a carnival- 
themed horror house full of the 
freakiest sights you’d ever see, 
as well as “Delerium,” which is 
said to include spiders, snakes, 
claustrophobia and darkness, and 
an evil asylum, as well as a haunted 
hayride and trail. Joe Ritchie, 
manager of Screams in the Dark 
said, “I think the thing that makes 
our attraction unique and stand out 
from the rest is we offer something 
for everyone. We offer the Trail 
& Hayride, which is more family 
friendly, or if you’re brave enough 
you can do all five events: The Trail, 
Hayride, & Three Haunted Houses, 
Grimfell Asylum, Pandemonium, 
and Delirium. We are a one-stop 
haunted event and were voted 
the best haunted attraction in 
Northern Michigan last year. The 
other thing that makes us unique 
is we constantly change things each 
year to make sure it’s not the same 
shows fans saw the previous year.”

Admission fees range from 
$5 to $15, depending on which 
attractions you’d like to see, and 
Screams in the Dark also offers 
affordable Family Pack pricing! 
For more information visit their 
website, www.screamsinthedark. 
com, or call (231) 360-5044. 
Screams in the Dark is open every 
Friday through Sunday in October 
and also on November 1. Friday 
and Saturday hours are 7-11 p.m., 
while Sundays are 7-10 p.m.

Still feeling wary? Haunted 
attractions take safety very seriously 
because they know that a good time 
is a safe time! Haunted Houses 
and attractions are extremely 
safe due to tough safety and fire

codes they must abide by. Most 
haunted houses inside a building 
are required to have a sprinkler 
system, early warning smoke or 
heat detectors which will alert the 
fire department, emergency lights, 
fire proofing of all materials inside 
the attractions, industrial electronic 
applications, easy access doors 
throughout the attraction, panic 
hardware exit doors, multiple fire

You think you may be 
pregnant and you 
want to know for sure.

You have other questions

too....

How far along am I?

How much time do I have to decide what I'm going to do?

Pregnancy Care Center offers free, confidential 

pregnancy testing & ultrasound that can 

answer these questions & so many more.

Call us today: We're here to help you find 

the answers.

APregnancy 
( Care Center

' (231J-929-3488

www.know4sure.org

extinguishers, panic systems, and 
much more. Most haunts now must 
also be ADA compliant and have 
no trap doors or items on the floor 
that could cause trips and falls.

Whether you’re looking to 
get spooked or to just have some 
seasonal fun with the family, 
Northern Michigan’s haunted 
attractions aim to please an 
audience of any age!
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Laureen Horan
Press Staff Writer

Do you believe in ghosts, spirits, or 
anything of the like? The existence of 
such entities has been widely debated for 
centuries by scientists, psychologists, and 
religious authorities. Ghosts have been a 
popular subject for a millennia, appearing 
in an unattainable number of stories, from 
Macbeth to the Bible, and even spawning 
their own genre of folklore: ghost stories. 
Let’s not forget the hundreds of movies 
that focus on ghosts and paranormal 
encounters. Ghosts are likely to be the 
most common paranormal belief in the 
world. Part of the reason is because the 
belief in ghosts is a piece of a larger web of 
related paranormal beliefs, including near
death experience, life after death, and spirit 
communication. What’s interesting is that 
many places in our area have been said to 
be haunted.

There is as much scientific evidence to 
support the existence of ghosts as there 
is for the existence of black holes; there 
isn’t any, really. People claim to have 
photographed, observed and studied black 
holes, but they haven’t been tested under 
laboratory conditions. That doesn’t mean 
that they don’t exist, so by the same token 
we can’t explicitly dismiss the existence of 
the supernatural either, right? It’s good to 
have a healthy skepticism about the world, 
but that goes both ways. One cannot totally 
prove ghosts are real, but this idea can’t just 
be dismissed, especially when there are 
indeed many pieces of substantial evidence 
that suggests ghosts are real. In 1813, 
physician John Ferriar wrote “An Essay 
Towards A Theory Of Apparitions,” where 
he put forward his idea of ghost sightings 
simply as optical illusions. Since Ferriar, 
there have been many more researchers 
interested in explaining the paranormal, 
and almost all of them have disagreed with 
each other. Alexandre Jacques Francois 
Briere de Boismon claimed so-called spirits 
were simply hallucinations. Chemist David 
Turner suggested they may be examples of 
ball lightning, and Joe Nickell, a prominent 
skeptic and investigator of the paranormal, 
reckons they have something to do with 
the limits of human perception. With such 
division in the scientific community about

this subject, it’s very difficult to determine 
the factual existence or inexistence of 
ghosts and similar entities.

It’s easy to dismiss the existence of ghosts 
if you’ve never personally had an encounter 
that could be considered paranormal. 
People often make claims of haunted areas, 
such as businesses, schools, homes, even 
down to small areas like bathrooms or 
lockers. What then, is one to think if one 
has their own ghostly encounter? There are 
a handful of places in Northern Michigan 
that have been said to be haunted. One of 
the most known haunted establishments 
in our area is Bowers Harbor Inn on 
Old Mission Peninsula. The experiences 
of hauntings at Bowers Harbor Inn are 
so significant and common that Bowers 
Harbor Inn has recognized and embraced 
the presence of a spiritual entity and has 
information about it on their website. 
According to “The Legend” on www. 
bowersharborinnestate.com, the ghost that 
resides there is that of Genevieve Stickney, 
who used to own the inn with her husband 
in the 1920s. The rumor is that Genevieve 
was a rather sickly and obese woman, who 
had an elevator installed so she could get 
around the inn better. Genevieve’s husband 
hired a nurse to aid her, and the nurse 
eventually became Mr. Stickney’s mistress. 
Genevieve hated the woman and feared 
that her husband would leave his riches 
to the nurse. Genevieve was correct in ner 
assumptions, and after the passing of Mr. 
Stickney, the nurse received his riches and 
left only the inn to Genevieve. It’s said that 
this caused Genevieve to go into severe 
depression, and she then hung herself in 
the elevator. Since then, many employees 
and customers have reported encounters 
with the sad soul of Genevieve Stickney. 
For example, a customer once ordered a 
souffle and it burst as soon as the server set 
it down. Jokingly, he asked “Do you happen 
to be a nurse?” and indeed, the woman 
was. There was apparently a more violent 
incident, in which Genevieve pushed a 
woman down the stairs. The woman ended 
up breaking her back, and it was discovered 
that the woman was a nurse who was at the 
inn to have an affair. Coincidence? Maybe.

Spooky? Definitely!
Another spot in Northern Michigan 

that is known to be haunted is the Sieting 
Hotel in Kalkaska. Originally built in 
1912 by his great, great uncle, the current 
Mayor of Kalkaska, Jeff Sieting, purchased 
the hotel in 2011. Jeff would spend nights 
there working and fixing the place up and 
had once read about a man named Judge 
James Harriet who passed away at the hotel 
decades earlier. When two young men came 
to the hotel to do a paranormal analysis of 
the place, they were able to capture shots 
of not only Judge Harriet, but a little girl 
as well. These pictures can be found on 
the Sieting Hotel Facebook page. Out of 
his own curiosity, Jeff took a voice recorder 
into the same office the Judge was believed 
to have passed away in. Jeff was the only one 
around and asked the question “Do you 
know what year it is?” When he listened 
to the recording, the playback was eerie. 
A man’s voice had responded, “1920”. 
Jeff went back home and looked up the 
article about Judge James Harriet and was 
floored to see that Judge Harriet passed 
away in 1920. Curious, Jeff and his wife 
both went back with a voice recorder to see 
what they could find. The recording picked 
up the sound of a girl saying “ahoy.” Jeff 
and his wife did some research and found 
that during the time the phone had first 
been invented, people would say “ahoy,” 
rather than “hello.” Other than these two 
occasions, Jeff says that he has numerous 
recordings and that doors have been 
known to slam shut when no one else is 
around and sometimes objects will be flung 
or thrown around. For more information 
on the ghostly encounters at the Sieting 
Hotel, visit their Facebook page.

Along with these two locations, many 
people have reported their encounters with 
ghosts on the property of the State Hospital, 
which used to be an insane asylum.

So while the existence of ghosts has not 
been officially confirmed and accepted by 
everyone, one cannot immediately dismiss 
cold, hard evidence that spiritual beings 
still linger about the places they once 
cherished.

State Ho:

THE WATERTOWER THAT LOOMS OVI 
HOSPITAL GROUNDS.
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■R THE TRAVERSE CITY STATE

THE OLD MISSION LIGHTHOUSE AT THE TIP OF TRAVERSE CITY'S EASTERN) PENNINSULA ^WARNED 
SAILORS AWAY FROM THEIR DEATHS BUT IS IRONICALLY CRAWING WITH SPIRITS.

The Portal to Hell

THE FALLEN HIPPIE TREE ON THE TRAVERSE CITY STATE HOSPITAL GROUNDS HAS BEEN RE-NAMED AS 
THE PORTAL TO HELL.
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Golden Gone Girl
I Kat Trumbull Whether or
I Press Editor in Chief not you’ve read
1--------------------------------- the best-selling
book by Gillian Flynn, you’ve no doubt heard 
of the masterpiece Gone Girl. Ben Affleck and 
Rosamund Pike bring a terrifyingly believable 
energy to the screen. Their chemistry goes from 
good to bad to worse as the roller coaster of this 
not-so-sweet fairy tale takes you on the ride of 
your life. This thriller mystery will absolutely 
change the way you fear marriage.

Like a lost Hitchcock movie with more sex 
and violence, David Fincher’s adaptation of 
Gone Girl was a dark thriller from beginning to 
end. As a framework of the constant wonder of 
what your partner is thinking, the film grabs you 
from the very beginning and doesn’t let you go 
at the credits. You will leave the theater thinking 
suspicious thoughts of the people you think you 
know well. The wide-eyed cast passes through like 
the undead until someone pushes them to their 
breaking point, resulting in a human overflow of 
emotion that explodes in tears, shoves, stealing, 
and murders.

The jumbled cast from all walks of life and 
acting styles makes the film far more irregular. 
Not just strange characters at every turn, but 
also the starring roles of the crazy ex-boyfriend 
and defense lawyer played by Neil Patrick Harris, 
known for his sitcom and Broadway roles, and 
Tyler Perry, known for producing sitcoms and 
starring in comedies. Nearly every character in 
the film, played by a big star or not, is easy and

fun to follow and despise; the reporters, the cops, 
the news anchors, the neighbors, everyone.

The whole movie is overly realistic in the 
psychology of hateful marriages and the changing 
lives of who you were and who you become. It 
emphasizes the main quote written in the missing 
wife’s diary, “everyone told us and told us, marriage 
is hard work."

The author of Gone Girl recendy came to the 
Traverse City State Theatre to do a special pre
release screening of the film and a Q&A session 
afterwards. Readers beware; David Fincher’s 
version has an entirely different third act than 
Gillian Flynn’s novel. With Flynn’s compliance, 
the two rewrote and recreated the entire ending 
of the story. Luckily, Flynn loved the idea. In an 
interview with Entertainment Weekly, Flynn said, 
“There was something thrilling about taking 
this piece of work that I’d spent about two years 
painstakingly putting together with all its eight 
million LEGO pieces and take a hammer to it 
and bash it apart and reassemble it into a movie... 
Ben [Affleck] was so shocked by it. He would say, 
‘this is a whole new third act! She literally threw 
that third act out and started from scratch.”

The less you know about Gone Girl going in 
the better, but even knowing what’s ahead doesn’t 
prepare you for the movie’s tone, which is funny 
yet cynical and black. This is a satirical antidote 
to the feel-good pap most Hollywood movies 
about relationships push on their audiences —it’s 
the perfect date movie for someone you want to 
break up with.

Dirty Rotten Scoundrels 
Takes the Stage

Attention, theater fans! The Traverse City Old Town 
Playhouse has an excellent show going on for the month 
of October. Dirty Rotten Scoundrels will be showing until 

October 25. This hilarious musical rendition is based on the 1988 Steve Martin and 
Michael Caine movie.

Dirty Rotten Scoundrels is set in the colourful world of the French Riviera, where 
casino culture is heavily prevalent. Master con-artist Lawrence Jameson makes a living 
tricking old, rich ladies into giving him their money. When a loud, cocky American 
named Freddy arrives on the French coast, he challenges the status quo, and Lawrence’s 
position as chief con-artist is threatened. As they decide the town just isn’t big enough 
for the two of them, they challenge each other to a bet. The first one to swindle 
$50,000 wins. As they both take on the bet, they fall for the same woman but quickly 
realize that they may have bitten off more than they can chew.

The show consists of an orchestra that is sure to make your feet tap and an 
incredibly talented cast. Dave Dennison, who plays Freddy, graduated from Mountview 
Academy of Theatre Arts in London with an MA in Musical Theater Performance. 
Kerr Anderson, a passionate volunteer at the Old Town Playhouse plays Lawrence, and 
Micha Bancroft, who has acted and sang in other significant musicals such as Sound of 
Music and Rocky Horror Picture Show, plays the lovely Christine.

Director of the show, Michelle Perez says, “It’s been a fantastic experience. We have 
an ensemble full of lead singers, and it is just hilariously funny! The audience laughs 
from beginning to end. It’s definitely adult humor, and if you’re a fan of the Pink 
Panther or Mel Brooks, you will love it! It moves at a great speed; the viewers will never 
be bored... We’ve got a group of amazingly talented people. The orchestra is led by an 
Old Town Playhouse veteran. This is his 34th show as a music director.”

Tickets are selling very quickly, so get yours as soon as possible! Ticket prices for the 
show are $25 for adults, $14 for children and $20 for a group. The show will be every 
Thursday through Sunday in the remaining weeks of October, ending on October 25. 
For more information or to contribute to the the Old Town Playhouse, visit www. 
oldtownplayhouse.com, call (231) 947-2210 or stop by the theater at 148 E. Eighth 
Street. Have a night on the town and support your local theater!

Laureen Horan
Press Staff .Writer

YOUR PATHWAY
TO A BETTER FUTURE
Grand Valley State University in Traverse City gives you all the 
education options and opportunities you need to finish your degree 
close to home in Northern Michigan.
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Inside Out Gallery: A New Way to Experience the Warehouse District
Blair Bell
Press Staff Writer

The Inside Out Gallery 
is nestled next to the 
Workshop Brewery, housed 
in an old furniture building 
and located in the up 
and coming Warehouse 
District of Traverse City. 
It has become a notable 
music and arts exhibit in 
Northern Michigan. The 
gallery is one of the largest 
art galleries in the mid-west. 
The once mostly-vacant 
warehouse district has seen 
a recent revitalization. New 
businesses like the Workshop 
Brewing Company, the 
Inside Out Gallery, the 
soon-to-be Hotel Indigo, 
and many other businesses 
are leading the charge in the 
revitalization. The Traverse 
City Warehouse District 
revitalization is certainly 
positive for the city.

Fortunately, Traverse City 
is not a booming metropolis 
but instead a small scenic 
town that isn’t reliant upon 
a single volatile industry 
for its job source. From 
food trucks to standup 
comedy shows, the Inside 
Out Gallery provides a 
diverse range of activities 
highlighting art from all 
avenues. If you happen to 
find yourself at the Inside 
Out Gallery November 
8, December 13, January 
10, March 14, or April 11,

you can attend a comedy 
improv event showcasing 
comedians from Northern 
Michigan. Comedy isn’t 
your forte? Not a problem! 
Jeff Haas’ New Music 
Project is a collaboration led 
by pianist and composer Jeff 
Haas to showcase his and 
saxophonist Patrick Booth’s 
new original music and also 
features Sam Copperman on 
bass and John Driscoll on 
drums. Shows are October 
24, November 7 and 14 at 
8:00pm. Feeling the blues? 
Still, not a problem! Every 
Friday in October from 
5-7pm you can catch Blair 
Miller, a multitalented jazz 
performer. The Traverse 
City Film Festival and the 
TCFF sponsored Traverse 
City Comedy & Arts Festival 
use the Inside Out Gallery 
as an additional venue for 
movies and shows. Part of 
the mission statement of 
the festival states, “We need 
movies that seek to enrich 
the human spirit and the 
art of filmmaking, not the 
bottom line. Our goal is for 
people to leave the theater 
with the feeling that they 
just watched something 
special.” The TCFF and the 
State Theatre’s commitment 
to their mission statement 
have provided avenues and 
opportunities for artists and

filmmakers worldwide. A 
lot of the success the Inside 
Out Gallery has been able 
to sustain can be attributed 
to the success of the local 
art festivals they have been 
extensively involved with.

Diversity of industry is 
crucial to a city’s success. 
By creating a culture that 
supports buying local and 
the arts, Traverse City is 
becoming a creative hub of 
the north and paving the way 
of opportunity for future 
generations. The financial 
impact these festivals have 
on the area is immeasurable. 
Microbreweries have been 
able to flourish because of 
this culture. Today there are 
16 microbreweries in the 
Traverse City area, employing 
hundreds. A complete list of 
all of the vibrant breweries 
in the area can be found 
at www.traversecity.com/ 
microbreweries.

As the leaves fall and the 
big tourist season comes to 
an end, art venues like the 
Inside Out Gallery and the 
State Theatre unwind and 
prepare for the start of new 
fall and winter events, events 
that would not be possible 
without the festivals, natural 
resources and vibrant culture 
Traverse City has to offer.

(ABOVE) THE OWNER DISCUSSING THE SETUP FOR MOVIE NIGHT. WHICH GOES ON EVERY TUESDAY AT 7 P.M.

(BELOW) SOME ROTTEN CHERRY COMEDIANS AFTER THEIR SHOW EVERY 1ST AND 4TH MONDAY AT 8:30P.M.
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Spoopy Stories from Beyond the Internet
lAlex Bondar
I Press Staff Writer

They’re lined up. Millions of 
them. They all have their armor on 
and their swords ready. Skeletons— 
ready for the Skeleton War. Drafted 
unwillingly, these soldiers know 
what they have to do. “War is heck. 
War will always be heck,” echoes in 
their heads. They know their enemy 
—all of the bigots in the world. As 
the march begins, one skeleton trips 
and falls. A chain reaction starts, 
and the rest of the skeletons follow 
through, all tripping and falling 
amongst each other. Halloween with 
a funny twist—this is what the new 
fad called “Spoopy” is.

Spoopy is a relatively new meme, 
making its internet debut in 2009. 
The fad skyrocketed after a picture 
surfaced on the image website Flickr. 
User Mike Woodridge uploaded an 
image of a Halloween sign with a 
typo on it. The sign was misspelled, 
meaning to read “spooky,” but 
actually spelled “spoopy.” The 
blogging website Tumblr made 
the image a smash hit. A couple of

years later, another image surfaced; 
a picture of a Halloween-themed 
cookie pie with “creepy” misspelled 
as “creppy.” Tumblr took this image 
as well and categorized it with the 
Spoopy trend as well. Now, Spoopy 
is all over Tumblr and the internet, 
and is now rising in popularity.

So, what is this weird trend? 
Spoopy is best described as a “derpy 
Halloween” meme. Examples of 
Spoopy include skeletons in different 
poses, saying different things in 
public, acting as live humans. 
Other examples include ghosts 
being cute and also quite clumsy. 
While searching through Spoopy- 
type things, one may also find 
an enormous amount of dancing 
skeletons—this may be the best 
representation of the trend.

Tumblr is the main hub for all 
things Spoopy. Tumblr user and 
Spoopy advocate Milo Peebles 
supports the meme. “Like everyone 
else, I got into Spoopy when the 
picture hit the scene and I thought

it was hilarious,” he said. However, 
Spoopy isn’t just a fad for 2014. “I 
don’t think 2014 is spoopy as much 
as my whole life is,” Peebles said.

Around colleges, memes are all of 
the rage. Spoopy also has a presence 
on NMC’s campus, too. Student 
Kim Wiggins keeps up with the fad. 
“We participate in it, but we know 
it’s ridiculous,” she said. “2014 is a 
disaster, so it’s quite spoopy.”

The future of Spoopy is unknown. 
Many believe that the Skeleton 
Wars will continue on. The ghosts 
will keep tripping and falling. The 
ghouls will continue dancing. What 
is known is that the huge success 
of Spoopy so far will only promise 
more popularity. Spoopy has become 
a joke for some and a lifestyle for 
others. Continuing on with the 
creppy spirit of Halloween is only 
tradition for Tumblr users, and 
hopefully, the rest of the internet. 
Stay Spoopy, my friends.
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Halloween Events in Traverse City
See how T.C. Brings Halloween to life (or death?)

Emily Lechowicz
Press Staff Writer

It’s that time of year again. The leaves are 
changing; a slight chill fills the air and one 
of the most exciting holidays is coming up. 
With Halloween just around the corner, the 
City of Traverse City is excitedly preparing 
for fall events and Halloween gatherings.

For the fourth year in a row, NMC 
is hosting NMScare on Friday, October 
24. NMScare includes a live Zombie D.J., 
a blacklight dance party, a photo booth 
supplied by the Student Government 
Association of NMC, prizes, free food 
including an excessive amount of candy 
and pizza, as well as a scavenger hunt and 
a showing of the movie Night of the Uving 
Dead. There is also a costume contest with 
the categories of best individual costume 
and best couple costume. First place prize is 
$100, second place is $50 and third place is 
$25. NMScare is in the Welcome Center in 
the Health and Science Center. This event is 
open to anyone, not just students of NMC,

with free admission.
Crystal Mountain Resort in nearby 

Thompsonville presents the Friday Night 
Fright Night Costume Party. If you’re 21 
and up and still love to dress up and have a 
good time, this is the perfect event for you. 
Costume contests include the most original, 
scariest, funniest and best couple costumes. 
Crystal Mountain gives costume contest 
winners a trophy and two lift tickets that are 
valid open to close. There will be a live DJ 
and a cash bar as well. The cost is $10 per 
person. Friday Night Fright starts at 8 p.m. 
on Friday, October 24 in the Vista Lounge at 
Crystal Mountain and the party will continue 
until midnight. There are childcare options 
open to partygoers as well.

If you’re feeling angelic, or even if 
you’re feeling a litde more devilish, Streeters 
entertainment center on Garfield Avenue 
is introducing a Saints and Sinners Hallo
happening on Saturday, October 27. If you

come in a costume, you can get in for free 
until 9:30 p.m. while the doors open at 9 p.m. 
You must be at least 18 years of age with a 
valid photo ID to get into the event. There 
will be a live DJ, costume contests and prizes 
as well as discounted drink specials until 10 
p.m.

Halloween doesn’t have to just be about 
getting wasted, dressing up and eating all the 
candy your stomach will allow. Maybe you’re 
trying to keep your figure this Halloween. 
The Traverse City 5K Zombie Run/Walk is 
happening on October 25 for the sixth year 
in a row. There is no better way to celebrate 
the Halloween season with your family 
then getting in shape while dressed up as a 
zombie! This zombie-themed 5K is open 
to children and adults alike. The race will 
start as well as finish right in front of Right 
Brain Brewery on East Sixteenth Street. 
Participants will receive a race t-shirt and 
medals will be given out to the top male and

female runners and the age group winners. 
All proceeds will go to the TART Trails. T.C 
Zombie Run starts at 9 a.m. on Saturday, 
October 25. For information about prices 
for registration, parking and packet pick up, 
visit www.tczombierun.com.

Also, don’t forget about the costume 
contest, which the ILfe'/e Pine Press is holding! 
Submit a photo of your scariest, cutest 
or funniest Halloween costume to the 
ULtoe Pine Press’ Facebook page by Sunday, 
November 2, to be entered into the contest. 
The picture with the most likes will win, so 
make sure you share the Facebook page on 
your own wall so your friends and family can 
vote for your costume. The costume with the 
most likes will receive a pillowcase stuffed 
completely full of candy, as well as two free 
tickets to the State Theatre.

LIVE HERE. 
LEARN HERE.
Thriving, exciting and full of opportunity! We are Ferris 
State University in Traverse City. Earn a Ferris bachelor's 
degree right here at Northwestern Michigan College. 
Ferris works with NMC to make financial aid a smooth 
process, while you earn both Ferris and NMC credit 
without leaving campus. Save time and money by earning 
your Ferris bachelor's degree at NMC. Work with people 
who care. Earn a degree that matters. Find out why 
we are the number one choice of adult and transfer 
students in Michigan. Visitferris.edu/traversecity.

NMC
L.rtnarv

Cater

IS

Ferris State University mil
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Devil’s Night
More Scary Than Fun
Blair Bell
Press Staff Writer

“I vaguely remembered Devil’s Night. When 
I was a kid growing up in Pontiac, a grimy 
industrial clone of Detroit 10 miles north of the 
city, it had been a time of harmless pranks— 
window soaping, doorbell ringing, rolls of toilet 
paper in the neighbors’ trees. But it had been 
20 years since I lived there, and a lot of things 
had changed. One of them was Devil’s Night.” 
Ze’ev Chafets does a great job romanticizing 
and justifying his involvement in the day we 
all know as Devil’s Night. Times were different 
back then. Chafets grew up during the boom 
years of the auto industry. Jobs were abundant, 
pay was livable, which attracted from near and 
far, the Rust-Belt cities were booming, life was 
simple and the American Dream was alive and 
achievable. The New York Times article “The 
Anatomy of Detroit’s Decline” describes the 
contributing factors of the impendent collapse, 
leaving a poverty-stricken city and massive 
population quickly declining. By 1950, Detroit 
was the fourth largest city in the country, while 
today it is the 18th. The livelihood of the city 
depended largely upon the success of a volatile 
business. American automobile manufactures 
enjoyed little foreign competition for the first 
part of the 20th century. In 1970, General Motors 
had roughly a 60% share of the U.S. automobile 
market. Today they have a barn-burning 20% 
share and only Chrysler produces automobiles 
in the city of Detroit. Decentralization of the 
“Big-3” took jobs to the surrounding cities and 
states. As technology advanced and with the 
implementation of automation, tens of thousands 
of jobs were lost. Other cities experienced similar 
hardships, but Detroit suffered the worst because 
it didn’t diversify, stated Kevin Boyle, a Detroit 
historian. Detroit has invested heavily into 
its industry and dismally into other areas like 
banking and education. These underlying issues 
have shaped Devil’s Night into what it is today. 
In 1962, there were 275 murders. That number 
steadily increased throughout the decade. In 
1962, there were 7,330 reported robberies and 
peaked in 1984 at 27,832. The traditional “T-P” 
method is hopefully preferred over the armed 
robbery method commonly observed in the 80’s. 
While Devil’s Night in Detroit is not quite on the 
level of The Purge, the methods of home defense 
and security systems are plenty adequate for 
your typical Pre-Halloween night assault. If you 
happen to be in an NMC parking lot on this god
forsaken evening, there are escorts available upon 
request and emergency calling stations marked 
with the blue lights. Campus Safety is located on 
main campus in Building 17, 1701 E. Front St. 
and their number is (231)995-1111. If you see 
any shenanigans or some “up-to-no-good” Bieber 
types vandalizing, please call the anonymous 
tip hotline (231)995-1116. Not only can you 
prevent forest fires, you can also prevent crime!

Elected Leaders Deny Climate 
Change, as Their Constituents' 
Basements Flood
Jacob Wheeler
White Pine Press Faculty advisor

United States Congressman 
Dan Benishek, who 
represents Michigan’s vast 
1st Congressional District in 
Washington, D.C., prefers to 
go by “Dr. Dan” instead of 
using a title that equates him 
with the federal government. 
After all, he is a physician from 
the Upper Peninsula. Benishek 
routinely appeals to his medical 
credentials when he criticizes 
President Obama’s Affordable 
Care Act, which he says hasn’t 
solved our nation’s healthcare 
woes. But “Dr. Dan” also sheds 
the white coat when his politics 
deem it convenient. When 
it comes to Climate Change, 
for example, Benishek refutes 
the overwhelming scientific 
evidence that human burning 
of fossil fuels is raising the 
temperature of our planet and 
making parts of it inhabitable.

“The climate may be 
changing, but I don’t think man 
is contributing to it,” Benishek 
told a TV reporter near 
Marquette in early October. “I 
think it’s just the natural course 
of things. I’m not sure there’s 
any evidence to prove that 
there’s man-made catastrophic 
global warming.”

“I am a scientist,” Benishek 
added. “I believe in peer- 
reviewed science. But, I don’t 
see any peer-reviewed science

that proves there is man-made 
catastrophic climate change.” 
Benishek’s opponent in the 
Nov. 4 election, Democrat Jerry 
Cannon, does believe in global 
warming.

Benishek isn’t the only 
local politician who denies 
the existence, and danger, of 
Climate Change, in the face of 
irrefutable scientific evidence.

Drowning Sleeping 
Bear

On Oct. 16, Glen Arbor 
resident and business owner 
Chris Sack posted photos 
on his Facebook page that 
showed the basement of his 
home on M-109, \Vest of Glen 
Arbor, flooding With water. 
This autumn has been a rainy 
one, following a wet summer 
that increased lake levels to 
their highest point in decades. 
Nearly seven inches of rain had 
already fallen by mid-October, 
compared to two inches that are 
typical for that timespan.

“I live in the heart of 
Sleeping Bear Dunes National 
Lakeshore and Climate Change 
is causing increased volumes of 
rain and has caused our water 
table to come up to at least a 
50-year high,” wrote Sack. “I 
am currently cleaning up after 
a storm and Climate Change- 
related flood that constantly

re-floods our basement the 
moment I remove the water. 
This is happening to many 
homes around Glen Arbor/ 
Sleeping Bear Dunes.”

Scientists at the Sleeping 
Bear Dunes National Lakeshore 
believe that Climate Change is 
pummeling our region with an 
increased frequency of heavy 
rain events. Biologist Lukas 
Bell-Dereske spent the previous 
two summers using irrigation 
systems to simulate heavy rain 
events at two spots in Leelanau 
County. He found that the 
torrents of water wash away 
dune grass and negatively affect 
biomass production in the 
fragile and beautiful ecosystem 
that attracts more than a 
million visitors every year and 
all but sustains the local tourism 
economy.

Sack’s frustration over his 
flooded basement fell on deaf 
ears. Later that evening, at the 
Township Hall in Glen Arbor, 
State Representative Ray Franz 
(Republican) concluded a 
townhall forum by calling 
Climate Change “a hoax.” 
The two-term incumbent 
represents Michigan’s 101st 
House District, which includes 
Leelanau, Benzie, Manistee and 
Mason counties.

When debate moderator 
Peter Payette of Interlochen

Public Radio pointed out 
that the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change had 
been awarded the Nobel Prize 
for its work, Franz retorted 
that concern about Climate 
Change is a first step toward 
global governance. “I think 
the title of the organization 
says it all,” he opined. “It’s 
the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change.” (You 
can listen to the full debate at 
InterlochenPublicRadio.org.)

Franz also co-sponsored a 
bill to repeal a state mandate 
that Michigan requires energy 
companies to generate at least 
10 percent of their power from 
sources that don’t produce 
greenhouse gases, like wind and 
solar. The mandate otherwise 
enjoys bipartisan support in 
Lansing, including that of 
Gov. Rick Snyder, a fellow 
Republican.

At the debate Thursday in 
Glen Arbor, Franz’s Democratic 
opponent, Tom Stobie, called 
Climate Change a serious 
problem and said that he 
would support increasing the 
mandate to 25 percent over 
the next decade. “We cannot 
rely on fossil fuel forever and so 
we need to be pointed in that 
direction,” Stobie said.
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Hallo-what?! A Little History of Halloween
I Rebecca Reynold
| Press Staff Writer

Halloween: what does it mean to you? 
Carved pumpkins, costumes, trick-or-treat, 
bobbing for apples or scary-frightening- 
horror-filled fun? Whatever Halloween 
represents to you, the origin of Halloween 
may be surprising and a little freaky indeed.

Earliest Halloween Ties
The October 31 Gaelic celebration feast 

called Samhain, pronounced (sah win), is an 
ancient tradition marking the end of harvest 
time. Samhain translates as summer’s end. 
The Samhain celebrants gathered foods and 
supplies to last through the severe winter; 
it was also a time for counsel of the clans 
and a time to recognize their conquerors. 
Samhain is a polytheistic (pagan) celebration. 
Polytheism is the worship of multiple gods’ 
and nature.

Celtic druid priests held authority over 
celebrations and feasts, and while their 
existence is not in question, their certain 
roles are unclear. Ancient druid priests are 
accountable for various forms of sacrificial 
acts, including animal and human sacrifices. 
Bones were stored and used in the celebratory 
bonefires and feast such as Samhain, therefore 
the term bonefire evolved into what we now 
know today as bonfire.

Fire was a prominent part of the Samhain 
celebration; the flames attracted insects and 
insects attracted bats. The bats would feast on 
insects. This was their form of bug control in 
the hopes of preventing an infestation around 
stored foods. Some celebrants dressed in 
animal skins and heads as they danced around 
the fires. The animal skins were donned as 
a guise intended to prevent the ghosts of 
enemies and kin from bothering them. The 
celebration and feast continued with the 
celebrants going from home to home.

A Blending of Sorts
In the Christian world, November 1 is All 

Saints Eve (Even) and November 2 is All Souls 
Day. It is believed that from Samhain, being 
so close to the Christian celebrations, that the 
term Hallows Eve evolved. This may explain 
why many Italians lay claim to Halloween 
originating during the Roman Empire.

The Roman Empire conquered the Celtic 
nations in the first century AD (Anno Domini 
or In the year of our Lord), occupying the lands 
until 410 AD. Romans celebrated the festival

of the harvest goddess, Pomona. Pomona was 
celebrated in the late autumn and is believed 
to have aligned perfectly with Celtic festival 
of Samhain. It is thought that the eventual 
blending of Celtic, Christian, and Roman 
feast celebrations progressed into a singular 
celebration of harvest and remembrance.

By b09 AD, Pope Boniface IV initiated the 
Remembrance of the Dead, and by 837 AD, 
Pope Gregory IV mandated the November 1 
date as the day of Remembrance of Blessed 
Virgin, martyrs and saints. The day became 
widely known as All Saints Day but during 
the medieval period, the day took on the 
term All Hallows Eve and was celebrated on 
October 31, later morphing into the word 
Halloween.

Early non-Catholic Christians did not 
practice the celebration of the saints, and 
during the Protestant Reformation of the 16th 
century, All Hallows Eve was not seen with any 
religious association and was not celebrated 
by the protestant faiths. Early settlers in the 
Americas were primarily protestant, and by 
the time of colonial settlements, All Hallows 
Eve or any such celebrations were forbidden. 
So how exactly did All Hallows Eve flourish 
and become Halloween? Well, there are two 
answers.

Secularism was well established. Secularism 
was a social mindset from the Middle-Ages 
that held human achievements over that of 
divine interaction. Secular beliefs were not 
religious, and All Hallows Eve was embraced 
and the customs spread. Also, during the 
Middle Ages, souling was a practice where the 
poor would go door to door on November 
1st, All Saints Day, aka Hallowmas, with the 
promise of prayers for the deceased. Those 
souling dressed in guise (masked), and 
received food in exchange for their prayers. 
Shakespeare, known for using past and 
current social and political happenings in his 
plays, makes reference to souling in The Two 
Gentlemen of Verona.

Eventually, guising moved beyond the 
traditions of souling and those guising are 
given treats of foods such as cake, fruits and 
even money. The guising groups would often 
carry carved out turnips placed on a stick with 
a candle lighting the way.

Jack-O’Lantern and Black Cats
As with any custom, there is always a tale to 
be told or superstition to behold. So here it 
goes...

Jack, an Irishman, was a trickster. He 
tricked the devil so the devil could not take 
his soul. After Jack died, he was turned away 
from Heaven’s gate and returned to earth. Jack 
carved out a turnip and stuck a burning ember 
inside the carved turnip to use as a glowing 
lamp to keep the evils spirits away. Thus, 
Jack’s lantern became the Jack-O’Lantern of 
today, but more on this in a bit.

Ever wonder why the black cat is 
connected to superstition? During the Middle 
Ages, witchcraft was feared so much that even 
King James I in 1597 wrote a book titled, 
Daemonologie. The book details the methods 
that are necessary to defeat the demons of 
witchcraft. Little old ladies on the streets in 
England were often the collector of many 
cats; they were also accused of being witches 
and could turn themselves into black cats to 
spy and cause havoc. Black cats were more 
associated with witches and the occult because 
of their color blending into the darkness of 
night and had nothing to do with All Hallows 
Eve.

Did you ever bob for apples? Well, customs 
of bobbing for apples is a blending of the 
Celtic tradition of Samhain and the Roman 
festival of Pomona. Apples were thought to 
be a symbol of the Greek goddess Pomona. 
The first to successfully take an apple from a 
bucket of water would be the first to marry.

There’s an abundance of such tales and 
superstitions, some of old and some of more 
current times.

By the nineteenth century, All Hallows Eve 
became more of a celebration for children and 
families, and guising oneself was common 
place.

PREVENTION
VP

IS PLANNED PARENTHOOD

Halloween Arrives on the North 
American Continent

By the late 19th and early 20th centuries, 
Canadians and Americans were familiar 
with the All Hallows Eve celebrations; 
as the English, Irish, Scottish and Italian 
immigration populations grew their customs 
gained popularity.

Remember Jack-O’Lantern? Turns out 
that in the late 19th and early 20th-century, 
turnips were not abundant, so pumpkins took 
center stage.

Trick-or-treat as we know it today was not 
a term of the old tradition and little is known 
about the term’s origin. By the 1920’s, trick- 
or-treat appears in print but not in a favorable 
way. The tricks were more about mischief 
such as cow tipping and removing wagon 
wheels. Tricksters would knock on both front 
and back doors, confusing the occupants. By 
the 1940’s, Halloween was the acceptable 
term for All Hallows Eve and trick-or-treat 
became a candy lover’s dream; that is, until 
the sugar rationing of 1942. 1942 was the 
beginning of rationing food due to America’s 
involvement in WWII and rationing food 
supplies, including sugar, lasted until 1947.

Today Halloween includes all manner of 
disguises and costumes from supernatural 
heroes to supernatural monsters, fairies to 
imps, and all types of critters, animals and 
inanimate objects. Just about anything a 
person can think of can be made into a 
costume. Halloween can be experienced in 
the schools, workplace and neighborhoods.

The retail businesses see Halloween as 
the beginning of their main revenue and as 
a precursor of the coming holiday season. 
According to the National Retailer Federation, 
Halloween is big business. Consumers in 
2014 are expected to spend $7.4 billion in 
relatable Halloween fare.

A C*
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Halloween Gone Homicidal
Emily Lechowicz
Press Staff Writer

We have all heard of the movie The Purge, where people are exempt from all crimes on one specific day of the year. All crime is legal, including murder. Unfortunately, many murders 
happen every year on Halloween. Do people use the excuse of “Devil’s Night” to justify their crimes, such as stabbing, shooting and rape? What makes people so irate on this supposedly fun 
holiday, when they should be out celebrating and having a drink or two with friends? Is it all the annoying children dressed up as superheroes going door to door yelling “Trick Or Treat!” who 
seem to be easy targets for criminals and troubled people to feast upon? Or is it the fact that Halloween is the eighth most popular drinking holiday in the world, and intoxicated celebrators 
do crazy and sometimes illogical things? Back in 1500 B.C., the Druids, mostly the priests, had authority in Europe. The priests would use humans as sacrifices, and their body parts were 
used in different rites and spells. These human sacrifices were tortured, sexually molested, were sometimes skinned and their sexual organs were sometimes cut off before the person was 
dead. Do people want to try to keep the tradition of the Druids alive, or are there different reasons why so many murders happen on Halloween? Presented below are the White Pine Press’s 
Top 3 chilling Halloween bloodbaths.

1. Napa Valley Double Murder
On Halloween night in 2004, Lauren Meanza, Adriane Insogna and Leslie Ann Mazzara were getting ready for bed after handing out candy to Trick or Treaters at their home in Napa Valley, 

California. After they had all gone to bed, Meanza, who had a room on the first floor of their house, heard the sound of glass breaking and someone struggling around two in the morning. 
Meanza heard Isogna crying out for help, but Meanza, scared for her life, escaped out into the garden. Once she heard somebody jumping out one of the windows from the front of the house, 
she retreated back inside and up the stairs, only to find her two best friends face down in pools of their own blood. Police had identified the two women as being brutally stabbed. Officers also 
found that Isogna had battle wounds on her hands, indicating that the woman had fought for her life before it ended so tragically.

What were the motives of killing the two women? Police felt that it wasn’t a random attack and believed that Mazzara was the target of the homicide. Eventually, Eric Copple handed himself 
over to the police. He admitted to killing both Insogna and Mazzara. Lily, Copple’s wife, was one of Isogna’s closest friends.

Copple and his wife went to a party earlier that evening and became so intoxicated that he passed out. When he awoke a few hours later, he went to his garage, found zip ties and a knife 
and drove to the woman’s house. Somewhat comically, Copple fell asleep in Insognas room and was woken up when she turned on the light. He then found his way into Mazzara’s room, where 
he allegedly stabbed her with his eyes closed. Coming to her friend’s aid, Insoga tried cutting and hitting Copple to advert him away from Mazzara. Intoxicated and furious, Copple stabbed 
the two women repeatedly. So what was the true motive behind Copple’s actions? It is not confirmed, but when Copple’s brother found a suicide note he left, the note mentioned how Copple 
was jealous of his wife and Mazzara’s friendship and felt it got in the way of his already-failing marriage.

2. The Loss in Las Vegas

3. A Grim day in Greenwich

Graphics by Autumn Hilden

In other chilling news, on Halloween 1994, seven-year-old Tony Bagely, along with his sister, aunt and mother were ready to go 
out trick-or-treating at six o’clock in the evening. He didn’t even make it to the first house. A man in sweatpants and a sweatshirt 

with a hood attacked Bagley and his family. Bagley was shot in the head and later died while the rest of the party was wounded. 
The murderer jumped in a getaway car and was never seen again. Bagley’s mother was shot in the stomach and had surgery 

to remove part of her liver, while his aunt was shot in the leg. Both were released from the hospital. What was 
the reason for the contorted killing? The shooting was not random and was specifically pointed toward the 
Bagley family. Police say that it was probably a drug deal that had turned sour because Bagley’s father was found
guilty of a different murder. Tony Bagley’s assassin was never caught.

In the city of Greenwich, Connecticut, on the night before Halloween 1975, Martha Moxley’s 15-year-old 
body was found beneath a tree in her backyard, battered to death. Moxley had gone to a party the night before 
Halloween in her neighborhood, and that was the last time she was found alive. The only evidence that was 
found near her body was a broken golf club. Authorities later stated that Moxley’s body was found with her 
pants and underwear pulled down but showed no sign of sexual assault. The broken golf club, however, was 
used to cut the young girl’s throat. This murder went unsolved for 25 years. The primary suspect of the case 
was Michael Skakel, the younger brother ofTommy Skakel, with whom Moxley had previously been sexually 
involved. Skakel tried to free himself as a suspect by coming up with the story that he had been masturbating 
under the same tree earlier that evening but assured the police that he had nothing to do with the murder. 
Sure enough, 25 years after the murder, Michael Skakel turned himself into the Connecticut police and was 
charged with murder as a juvenile. Skakel’s motifs were not known as to why he killed his brother’s love

4

Halloween, although supposed to be a fun holiday, is full of candy, cheap costumes, 
lots of alcohol, and apparently murder weapons and tree masturbators. Because of these 

chilling Halloween murders, be careful with the ways that “tricks” are played or you could 
become the unfortunate Jack-O’ Lantern.
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