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NMC’s Rowing Team is four members strong and looking for new, enthusiastic 
members to join. The team will hold an open house on Jan. 31 from 10 a.m. to 
noon at NMC’s Fitness Center. Rowing is a fun sport that combines teamwork 
and the beauty of nature. No experience is needed and beginners are welcome. 
Recreational and competitive opportunities are available for NMC students, staff, 
and the broader community. For more information, contact the Rowing Club at 
nmc.rowing@gmail.com and find it on Facebook at NMC Rowing Club.

Community Cinema at the Dennos Museum
On Feb. 12 at 7 p.m., the Dennos Museum will present a free documentary 

followed by a discussion led by community leaders and scholars. The documentary 
being featured is American Denial, an economic film about the change in American 
values over the decades. After the film, community historians, psychologists 
and sociologists will discuss the film and its relation to Traverse City. If you are 
interested in being a panel member for the discussion, contact Jason Dake at 
jdake@nmc.edu.

Pro-Lifers Declined by VOX
Recently, the pro-life student group, NMC Students for Life Club, invited 

NMC VOX to partake in a debate about abortion. VOX swiftly declined the 
invitation, saying “[we are] not interested in debating personal health care issues.” 
Instead of the debate with popular, liberal, feminist student group, VOX, the pro
life group will instead have a “respectful” public conversation about anti-abortion 
views in room HS 116 on Jan. 30 at 4 p.m.

International Affairs Forum Features Cuba
Cuban blogger and professor, Elaine Diaz Rodriguez, will speak at the next 

International Affairs Forum on the economics of Cuba. After 50 years under Fidel 
Castro, the U.S. embargo may be ebbing. What would an opening to Cuba mean 
to the U.S. economy, to travelers from the U.S. and to the Cuban people? Find out 
on Feb. 19 at the Miliken Auditorium at 5 p.m.
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Freedom of Speech in the Media
I Emily Lechowicz
| Senior Editor

Freedom of speech is one of the 
rights we are privileged to express 
in America. The First Amendment 
of our Constitution protects 
our right as citizens to express 
ourselves with words, religion and 
freedom of the press. As humans, 
we were created with individuality 
and the right to our own values 
and opinions.

Does having freedom of 
speech protect reporters and 
journalists from being oppressed 
with negativity and violence? The 
answer is very obvious: of course 
not. Being a part of the media 
means dealing with possible 
attacks on what we write or 
broadcast. Local newspapers in the 
Grand Traverse area face the same 
issues.

Mike Tyree, editor of the Record- 
Eagle of Traverse City, tells the 
White Pine Press about oppression 
against his own newsroom:

“A reporter just about two 
years ago was writing about some 
members of the Leelanau County 
board, who were discussing the 
conspiracy of Agenda 21, which is 
the United Nations alleged agenda 
to take over local governments 
and tell people how to use their 
properties and things like that. 
We wrote about it; we had tapes 
of meetings and one of the boards 
family members came to this 
office, stormed in the door and 
[violently] assaulted the person 
who wrote the story. I had to force 
him out of the building, call the 
police and have them tell him that 
he’s never allowed to enter this 
building again. Yes, it happens, 
and we are aware of that. When 
you get to issues like politics, when 
you talk about guns and things 
like this, these are hot topics, and 
the issues that inflame people 
and some people act out on those 
behaviors and their thoughts.”

Many are talking about the 
terrorist attack against the staff

WHITE PINE Pl WANTS YOU!

DO YOU KNOW TO 
USE ADOBE INDESIGN? 

CONTACT JACOB WHEELER @ 
jwheeler@nmc.edu

of the Charlie Hebdo magazine in 
early January. The horrific situation 
violates the rights humans have to 
freedom of speech and how media 
sources all over the world also 
suffer persecution from people 
who have conflicting opinions.

The attack on Charlie Hebdo, 
a weekly satirical magazine in 
Paris, killed 12 journalists and 
cartoonists, ultimately leaving 17 
people dead. Two brothers, Cheriff 
and Said Kouachi, led the attack on 
the Paris magazine by ambushing 
an editors meeting in the 
conference room with Kalashnikov 
rifles.The victims were Stephane 
“Charb” Charbonnier, who was 
the editor of Charlie Hebdo, and 
seven other journalists, two police 
officers, a caretaker and a guest 
visiting the newsroom. After 
shooting Charbonnier dead, the 
two brothers were heard yelling, 
“We have avenged Muhammad” 
and “God is greatest.”

The Kouachi brothers attacked 
Charlie Hebdo to avenge the 
newspaper publishings of the 
Muslim prophet, Muhammad. 
Charlie Hebdo does not just 
lampoon Muhammad, however. 
The magazine is a left-wing, 
weekly that targets subjects such 
as the royal family, politicians, 
the police, bankers and religions 
through provocative cartoons. 
It’s not uncommon to see 
drawings of popes wearing 
condoms, masturbating nuns 
and police officers holding heads 
of immigrants. Charlie Hebdo 
constantly upsets people who see 
issues like these differently, and 
some people don’t think that these 
images should be taken lightly.

“There seems to be an increasing 
rush to hostility these days on the 
part of a lot of people,” said Tyree. 
“I think there are a lot of mass 
media outlets who try to drum 
up anger and hostility and there’s 
an increasing sense of side-taking

in politics both in international 
and American politics these days, 
which I think serves little purpose. 
We’ve had situations here where 
we’ve been assaulted, and we’ve 
been threatened and we’ve had 
violence threatened against us. In 
this country, it’s supposed to be a 
part of free speech, and in France, 
they were pursuing free speech, but 
nothing justifies what happened.”

If there was no oppression of 
media outlets in America or in the 
rest of the world, that would mean 
that everyone has the same beliefs 
and agree on every issue presented 
in the world. Sometimes tough 
news stories need to be written to 
raise awareness for issues that are 
presented, like in the case of the 
Record-Eagle when the conspiracy 
of Agenda 21 was brought to 
attention. “We want to cover 
tough stories locally, we want to 
dig, we want to be a watchdog,” 
Tyree commented. “We want to 
hold our local officials accountable. 
We want to prompt reactions from 
people.”

Photo by YVne JBj
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Free Community College
Laureen Horan
Press Staff Writer

What do Germany, Norway, 
Finland and Brazil have in 
common? Unbeknownst to many, 
all of these colleges offer free (or 
very cheap) tuition to citizens and 
international students alike. That 
being said, what the heck, America? 
Don’t our citizens deserve free or 
dramatically-reduced tuition rates? 
The answer is yes, yes we do, and 
President Barack Obama thinks 
so, too. Just after the New Year 
began, President Obama proposed 
the American College Promise, 
which would hand two years at a 
community college for any student 
who is enrolled half time or more 
and upholds a GPA of at least 
2.5. During this year’s State of the 
Union Address, President Obama 
highlighted what he called his 
“bold” plan to make community 
college free for some students. He 
also called for an overhaul of the 
tax code that redirects benefits away 
from wealthy Americans in order to 
extend tax credits for college.

Right now, the average tuition 
rate for a community college is 
about $3,347 for the 2014-15 
year, but the costs vary by state. 
California’s community college 
tuition rates are the lowest in the 
country at approximately $1,429, 
whereas Vermont holds the title 
of highest tuition at an average of 
$7,320. That’s higher than some 
4-year college tuition rates. That 
doesn’t include the $3,000-$7,500 
for housing, about $1,328 for 
books and supplies, $1,735 for

transportation, and $2,210 for 
other expenses, not including food, 
according to the College Board. 
That totals about $16,325 for one 
year, before financial aid factors in. 
Pamela Palermo is the director of 
financial aid here at Northwestern 
Michigan College, and she provided 
some of the numbers for NMC 
students with financial aid. For the 
Fall 2014 semester, a total of 5,430 
students attended NMC. Out of 
all the students, 3,784 were offered 
financial aid, and it was dispersed 
to 2,523 students. For the semester 
alone, $11,470,366 in financial aid 
was awarded to students. In the 
2013-14 year, about $22 million 
was disbursed.

The concept of free college 
is great, and it’s exciting for 
community college to be such a hot 
topic in the news world, but there 
are many other factors to look at, 
especially since our national debt 
has increased by $7.5 billion during 
President Obama’s time in office. 
To fully decide whether or not this 
would be good for our community, 
our state, and our country as a 
whole, one must consider both 
the positives and the negatives. For 
instance, this sends a clear message 
that community college is an 
affordable option for all students. 
Even though tuition and fees make 
up a small portion of the total cost 
of attendance—and it is unclear 
if all students will see additional 
savings from this plan—telling 
students early on that tuition will

__IS*

be free may induce more to prepare 
for college and eventually enroll. 
Furthermore, this could encourage 
students who are currently attending 
large, for-profit universities to 
transfer to community colleges 
for their Associate’s Degree. This 
would reduce their debt burden 
and encourage them to pursue 
further education. Additionally, 
this program will likely be targeted 
toward middle-class families who 
do not qualify for the Pell Grant 
and cannot readily pay thousands 
of dollars out of pocket each year. 
This group is key in building public 
support for higher education, 
because depending on the class 
model used, the middle-class 
represents 25-66% of all American 
households.

Again, while there are many 
potential benefits that could come 
from the passing of this proposal, 
there are also other not-so-great 
factors to consider. For example, if 
enough students switch from private 
to public colleges, the additional 
demand would force states and 
localities to undertake expensive 
capital-building projects. This 
could also place additional strain 
on state financial aid programs. 
Although middle-class students 
would be getting the help they 
need, the neediest students may not 
benefit as much from this plan as 
they would from a straightforward 
increase to the Pell Grant, as some 
funds will go to students without 
financial need. At this point, it

sounds like the proposal is not a 
last-dollar scholarship, meaning 
that all students will get at least 
some money. So while this is less 
efficient than increasing the Pell, 
the broad-based nature of the plan 
could gain additional political 
support. Finally, the most predicted 
downside to this proposal is that 
the promise to cover three-fourths 
of tuition could encourage states 
and colleges to raise their tuition 
in order to qualify for more funds. 
Ideally, the legislation will have 
some sort of mechanism to prevent 
outright gaming, but community 
colleges in high-tuition states will 
effectively get more money than 
those in low-tuition states.

Deirdre Mahoney, who has been 
a professor at NMC for 14 years, 
gave an excellent perspective on 
this topic:

“The idea of tuition-free 
community college for qualifying 
students is bright and encouraging.

I think we all 
welcome the 
conversation, but 
it’s important to 
consider the broad 
picture. In order 
for college students 
to be successful, 
they need a strong 
infrastructure 
to fully support 
them. This means, 
for example,
institutions 
must employ 
enough full-time 
faculty, librarians, 
advisors, and 
counselors to 
guide students

from the time they arrive on 
campus until they graduate. It 
would be shortsighted to assume 
that hiring more adjunct faculty 
is the solution. Doing so will 
only further exploit a population 
of professionals who currently 
cannot support themselves and 
their families on adjunct wages 
and who typically don’t qualify for 
employee health benefits.This isn’t a 
realistic solution and represents one 
aspect of the President’s proposal 
warranting further discussion.”

As for student viewpoints on the 
topic, many are asking “where was 
this proposal when I was starting 
college?” However, student Mikela 
Wilson is excited for future students 
to have more opportunities to get 
an education:

“I don’t have a lot of background 
information on the details of the 
proposal, but I can say that I am 
definitely in favor of the plan. To 
say that college is expensive would 
be an understatement. Many people 
with so much potential never get an 
opportunity to go to college. This 
plan could enable so many more 
people to get an education, and at 
least get their feet on the ground at 
the beginning of their educational 
career.”

Keeping all of these viewpoints 
and ideas in mind, the passing 
of this proposal could have 
outstanding long-term effects on 
education rates in Michigan and 
the United States as a whole. It’s 
important to see the whole picture, 
so that informed decisions will be 
made to truly benefit students and 
educators alike.

UNDER HIS PROPOSED PLAN, PRESIDENT OBAMA COULD SAVE THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IF HE SENDS HIS DAUGHTERS TO NMC

Photographs of the Obamas have been photoshoped



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 29, 2015
WHITE PINE PRESS NEWS 05

Germany, Land of Academic Opportunity
I Kat Trumbull
| Press Editor in Chief

“Germany did it. Why can’t we?” is the 
question many students across the world 
are asking as Lower Saxony becomes the 
final German state to abolish tuition fees, 
making the entire country non-fee paying. 
From America to the UK, students are 
feeling envious of German degree-seekers. 
Since October, 2014, Germany has offered 
Bachelors, Masters, and Doctorate degrees 
to students for free, but here’s the kicker: 
English-speaking students can take these 
courses too. Several German schools are now 
offering courses in English to bring in foreign 
students. At Freie Universitat in Berlin, 
an English-speaking student can major in 
21 different Master’s programs, including 
International Health, Environmental Earth 
Science, Visual and Media Anthropology, and 
Global Communication and International 
Journalism. Many colleges even offer student 
housing, which you can get scholarships 
for or pay the monthly average of €298 per 
month ($335), which is far cheaper than any

apartment you could find in Traverse City.
The German Academic Exchange Service, 

DAAD, is an organization that collects 
information from German universities and 
scholarships and combines them into one 
easy-to-navigate site that can answer all your 
questions. Interested in packing your bags 
and heading off to the land of free education? 
DAAD has information on how to apply 
for the school you want to attend, how to 
get a Visa, and where to stay once you’re in 
Germany. This helpful site even has a list of 
scholarships available to you, organized by 
which country you’re from and what program 
you’re interested in. In only a few minutes of 
perusing the simple website, you can find a 
list of study programs available in English, 
a list of available scholarships, 10 easy steps 
to get to Germany and 10 easy steps to your 
German university once you arrive.

Local students are feeling the heat of 
regret as they achieve their degree and years 
of student loans. Baker College graduate,

Cameron Berwald, voices his discomfort 
with the money he owes and the news from 
Germany. “It’s frustrating, especially when 
I can only find jobs that pay similarly to 
what high school grads make, only I have 
40k in debt to pay off and they don’t. It 
will take me over 30 years to pay it off— 
and that’s without taking interest into 
consideration. I’ve been deferring it since I 
graduated.” Berwald graduated in 2013 and 
since has been receiving monthly bills for 
his incredibly-high student loan. When he 
heard that Germany had abolished tuition 
completely, he told White Pine Press that he 
was jealous and would consider going to 
Germany to continue his education towards 
a Master’s degree or a PhD. “We don’t even 
have universal health care like every other 
developed nation on the planet,” Berwald 
comments about American policy. “Unless 
our political climate shifts away from one 
where uneducated and low -income people 
are convinced to vote against their own

interests, I doubt we will witness such a 
change anytime soon.” After touching on 
American politics, he continued to comment 
on President Obama’s proposal for free 
community college, saying, “I don’t think it 
will pass in this decade, and if it does, it will 
have been thoroughly stripped down in the 
process of getting it passed.”

Luckily for NMC, there are not many 
colleges in Germany that offer Associate’s 
degrees. So if you’ve already started your trip 
through NMC, don’t worry about the land of 
opportunities until you’ve graduated. Then, 
pack up your bags and escape the everlasting 
suffering of crushing student loans. For 
a list of German universities that offer 
courses in English like the Free University 
of Berlin, Technical University of Berlin, 
and University of Munich, visit the German 
Academic Exchange Service, or Deutscher 
Akademischer Austaush Diest or DAAD, at 
www.daad.de/en/.

Honoring the Greatest Generation
I Andrew Dzierwa
[Guest Writeri_______________________

The generation of Americans who 
fought in the Second World War in 
the 1940s is known as the “Greatest 
Generation” for their role in beating Nazi 
Germany and imperial Japan. They now 
have their own World War II Memorial 
on the National Mall in Washington, 
D.C.

Today, Honor Flights around the 
nation fly those veterans to the nation’s 
capital to pay homage to their service 
and sacrifice. Iraq War veteran Beau Vore 
is a board member and organizer of the 
mid-Michigan chapter of Honor Flight. 
He has organized a Veteran’s Cup hockey 
match to raise money for this year’s Honor 
Flight. The event takes place on Saturday, 
Jan. 31, at 6 p.m. at Traverse City’s Centre 
Ice Arena.

Here’s what Vore had to say about 
Honor Flight.

White Pine Press-. The Veterans Cup is 
a huge event. Can you elaborate on that?

Beau Vore: As a veteran, it is always 
good to see the community recognizing 
your service and supporting you. We’ve 
reached out to local businesses to 
sponsor the event. Each sponsor would 
be designated to a period (of the hockey 
match).

Press-. Do you think veterans will get 
their own memorials commemorating 
more recent wars?

Vore: You’re starting to see them pop 
up. Look back at the Vietnam War, which 
was very unpopular. Despite the sacrifice 
that Vietnam veterans went through, 
when they came back, they were spit on 
and disregarded by government officials. 
The Vietnam era veterans, including 
World War II veterans, said that’s not 
going to happen again. So they got 
involved in organizations like the VFW 
and the American Legion. Now there are 
actually 33 veterans organizations in the 
area. Even though some people may not 
agree with the war itself, they still support 
the troops that go over there and step up 
to defend our country.

We are starting to see memorials pop 
up for the Iraq War or Afghan War. The 
honor flight though, targets the senior 
heroes of our nation. Our World War 
II veterans are dying at a rate of 500 to 
1,200 per day. So in five years, statistically, 
we’re not going to have enough of those 
veterans left to fly on airplane across 
America. The war was over in the mid- 
‘40s, so you had to be at least 18 to enlist, 
unless you forged your records, so 80- 
plus is the age of the people going on the 
Honor Flight.



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

In response to article "Shock Jocks Bully TC homeless" Dec. 4, 2014
Dear CJ Haney,
Thank you for your thoughtful and hopefully thought-provoking article.
I am a volunteer mentor for people experiencing homelessness on the streets. I work very

closely with Ryan Hannon and just spoke to him by phone this morning. On one of my 
visits to Central United Methodist Church where they serve breakfast for people experiencing 
homelessness, I heard from several of the people about how upset they with the treatment by 
the “shock jocks.”

I work with people experiencing homelessness all the time and have for nearly a year now. I 
know who they really are and not how they are perceived by the people who are fighting against 
the proposed homeless shelter or the (here fill in the blank) on the radio. How distasteful! That’s 
not humor; that’s ridicule. Not only that—it’s ignorance! And it’s being done at other people’s 
expense. Those guys can justify it from now until doomsday but it doesn’t fly! Sadly, they’re 
listeners/followers fall into the same category. Here again, fill in the blank.

I encourage you to write a follow-up article. In the meantime, I plan to call the radio station 
and speak to the station manager. I have no intention of speaking to the guys on the radio.

Thank you again and I invite you to meet some of the members of our community.
Tom Emmott
Mentor, Street Outreach Program
231-620-2742

Thumbs Up, NMC
As I sit here and ponder these last few weeks of my very first semester in college, 16 years 

after high school, I can not help but smile and feel blessed. I am so thankful for everyone I have 
met from across the globe and along the way.

I have met people from Northeast China, Saudi Arabia, and Detroit, all of whom have been 
very kind to me. They have all shared their journeys with me. They all had grave culture shock, 
scared of what others would say or think and wondering if they would they be accepted. Yet, 
they remain determined and motivated to succeed, to follow their dreams. Accepted by me, 
their friend, and others who have cared to learn about their backgrounds. They have each given 
me a glimpse into their world, a learning experience for which I am grateful.

I am thankful to have met these individuals, those I call my friends, whom I would not have 
met if it were not for the great Foreign Exchange program here at NMC. When I look ahead, 
I wonder where their journey will go as they walk their own successful paths that differ from 
mine. I wish them all the best in what will be a tough road as we travel together but separate. I 
hope we may never lose touch, as friends like these are hard to come by.

-Chanda Allen

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press 
accepts letters to the editor from 
members of the college and 
community. Letters should be less 
than 400 words, typewritten, and 
signed with your name, address and 
phone number. Letters may be edited 
for clarity, grammar, spelling and 
length. Opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of The White Pine 
Press staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686
BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 
BY FAX: (231)995-2110

Non-Discrimination Policy Notice
Northwestern Michigan College is committed to a policy of equal opportunity for 

all persons and does not unlawfully discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, religion, disability, genetic information, height, weight, marital status or veteran 
status in employment, educational programs and activities, and admissions, nmc.edu/ 
nondiscrimination

Do you think America should 
follow in Germany's footsteps and 

make col lege free?

"Obviously free education sounds ideal and 
doable. Whether you're attending school or 
not, the benefits would be great. It would be a 
wonderful blessing to several people. The value 
would far outweigh the negatives."

HEATHER PALMER
Social Work

IAN ALDERMAN
Undecided

"Yes, I think that would be a great idea. It would 
be easier for people to go to college and start a 

life for themselves."

Mo. There should be cheap college but not 
ee. If college was free, it might turn into a 
landatory education like high school."

LUCAS NIELSEN
Business Administration

"It would be nice and help college students save 
up for the future."

STEVIE BARTIG
Criminal Justice

Yes! Education is priceless.

ROXY SCRIVENER
Software Development
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Bijou by the Bay Beats Bullies
Marilyn Berry
Press Staff Writer

Traverse City is known for its film festival and the 
renovated State Theatre which attracts many to the small 
town we call home. However, on Dec. 23, 2014, we also 
joined the ranks of hundreds of theatres speaking out in 
defense of liberty and freedom of speech. Bijou By the Bay 
made the list of 331 theaters that chose to run the film The 
Interview in a show of defiance against the North Korean 
threats to our homeland that would censor our freedom of 
expression.

Seth Rogan and James Franco's latest film, The Interview, 
is a controversial piece depicting Rogan and Franco and their 
many attempts to assassinate the North Korean leader, Kim 
Jong-Un. This fictional film, which some view as harmless, 
insulted North Korea and left its supreme leader feeling 
disrespected. Calling out America for such an action, North 
Korea considered bordering on a possible act of war. In an 
interview with an anonymous student who had seen the film, 
the White Pine Press was told it is comparative to a “comedy 
roast... Kim Jong-Un should be honored!” and that it is “not 
set out to be appropriate,” but rather a “very satirical and 
in-your-face comedy.” As films have gotten progressively

raunchier in recent years, this would normally not be an issue; 
however, it served to enlighten many to see how vulnerable 
the cyber-world truly is.

On Dec. 16, 2014, Sony announced it was the victim of 
cyber invasion, in which online hackers had found a way to 
tap into the media corporations systems and obtain private 
information such as corporate heads’ private emails, film 
stars’ salaries and even plot information for several films that 
were in the works. Along with the hack came the threat:

“We will clearly show... how bitter fate those who seek 
fun in terror should be doomed to... Remember the 11th 
of September 2001. We recommend you to keep yourself 
distant from the places at that time. (If your house is nearby, 
you better leave.)”

The group called itself Guardians of The Light; however, 
the U.S. government later stated that it appeared that the 
email with the threat came from servers in North Korea. 
Major theater chains such as our own Carmike theaters 
cancelled the Christmas viewing of The Interview. Both local 
and regional offices for Carmike refused to comment about 
the film.

While major chains cancelled showings of the film, 
independent theaters chose to protest the threats. Michael 
Moore, the founder of Bijou By the Bay as well as the State 
Theatre, announced the showing of the film on Dec. 23, 
2014 on his Facebook page, stating, “I have just booked The 
Interview to play at my theater, The Bijou, in Traverse City, 
MI, beginning on Christmas Day. Shows each morning and 
late night. We must always stand against bullies and censors. 
Thank u Sony.” One of the Bijou’s managers confirmed that 
“both the Midnight showing as well as the morning showing 
were full houses.” When asked if any of the volunteers had 
expressed concern about the screening of the film in regards 
to the threats, the manager reassured that “employees felt fine 
with it...there were no complaints.” In fact, the Facebook 
page for Bijou By the Bay joked that along with the movie 
ticket, viewers would receive a free copy of the bill of rights.

Whether or not The Interview was a film worth the 
attention it received, this is an example of how our world 
is changing. If trends of capitulation and fear continue, it 
is only a matter of time before the rights which we take for 
granted will be limited and eventually lost.

NMC
UnlttxSit*tenter

IS

STRETCH YOURSELF 
NOT YOUR FINANCES.
If the fresh perspective of the new year has you feeling motivated to embrace change, why not 
consider furthering your education? If you are looking for a new career, a way to increase your 
worth in your current job, or the opportunity to finish something you started, look no further. 
A bachelor's degree from Ferris State University is available to you, right here at Northwestern 
Michigan College. Our partnership with NMC makes it possible to pursue your degree without 
giving up your community of support. Earn both Ferris and NMC credit without ever leaving 
NMC or breaking the bank. Work with people locally who care. Stretch yourself by attending 
the number one choice of adult and transfer students in Michigan. Visit fems.edu/traversecity.

Ferris State University traverse city
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Cassandra Chase
Press Staff Designer

In 1968, Traverse City received a new family member: 
a Japanese sister city. Her name was Tsuchiyama, which 
was located in the Koka district in south Shiga Prefecture. 
Tsuchiyama got its name from the TokaidS road, which 
connected modern-day Tokyo with Kyoto. The 457 kilometer 
long road was usually traveled by foot, taking travelers four 
days to make the trek. Nowadays, travelers take the modern 
Tokaido Main Line rail train the same distance in three 
hours. The historic road our sister city was named after was 
a great inspiration to many artists and is depicted in many 
ancient Japanese paintings. The road is also well-maintained 
to this day with scattered parks connecting several of Japan's 
modern day cities, including the country’s second largest 
city, Yokohama.

On October 1, 2004, the Koka district merged all its 
districts into one and became the city of Koka. Now all of 
the Koka district is our sister. There are other sister cities all 
over Michigan but not all of them are Japanese. Lansing has 
nine sister cities located in Belize, Russia, and seven other 
countries in between. We are sister cities with Koka because 
we have some similarities in culture. Takeshi Nakajima, the 
Mayor of Koka, told White Pine Press, “Koka has long been 
home to a harmony of lush nature.” A lot like Traverse City 
with our beautiful beaches. They are home to the largest 
freshwater lake in Japan, Lake Biwa. Our sister is very unique 
in the fact that they are the birthplace of ninjutsu, the art of 
the ninja.

Koka, at only 11 years old, is still a fairly new region and 
Nakajima has said “drawing on the resources that we have 
inherited from the past, we are developing numerous policies 
to ensure that Koka will be one of Japan’s truly distinguished 
cities. The essence of our development is to ensure that each 
and every person living in our city has confidence and pride 
in the fact that they are citizens of Koka.” He continued to 
explain, “We believe that it is important that all of us realize 
there is with warmth in our hearts. To this end, all of our 
efforts are based on the keyword togetherness.” Koka has a 
population of 95,683 and 31,891 households as of 2008, 
and city officials estimated that the population would 
be 100,000 in 2014. Even though Koka was established 
in 2004, it has history that dates back all the way to the 
17th century. In 1634, the Minakuchi Castle was built as a 
rest stop for the Shogun (military commander) Tokugawa 
Iemitsu when he would travel from Kyoto, 50 kilometers 
west of K6ka, and back. The castle was built after the Kyoto 
Nijo Castle, and it was in use for many centuries. At one 
point, the Minakuchi Castle was abandoned for an unknown 
amount of time until it was restored in the late 19th century 
by the Meiji Restoration. Another historical monument in 
Kdka is the Khka Ninja Estate. It was built for the famous 
ninja leader, Mochizuki Izumonokami, over 300 years ago. 
The outside of the estate looks just like every other house in 
that area, but the inside holds the clandestine and the beauty 
of the arts in ninjutsu. The inside of the estate has many

characteristics of classic ninja residence: trap doors, false 
walls, and hidden walls; all designed to protect the home 
from any kind of intruders. When you take a tour of the 
estate, you can see all of the surprising decor along with the 
display of historical ninja weaponry. Tour guides will even 
let visitors try their hand at throwing ninja stars, star shaped 
blades thrown quickly to slice through enemies. At the end 
of the tour, visitors at the KSka Ninja Estate can try the 
tea blend that the ninjas prepared often, which reportedly 
calmed their nerves after a battle. Kbka is also known for its 
history in ceramics. The Shigaraki Ceramic Cultural Park is a 
large outdoor museum built to feature ceramic designs large 
and small which dazzle visitors and inform them of the rich 
artistic history. The park is also known as the international 
theme park for the arts and includes a study center for future 
artists and two museums.

Besides the vast history of Koka, the city also offers a 
lot of financial aid for students. The Koka City Scholarship 
Fund Program’s website brings comfort to students in 
need with the statement, “The goal of this program is to 
nurture talented individuals who can contribute to their 
local community by distributing scholarship funding to 
those who may have difficulty attending school for financial 
or economic reasons.” If you qualify for the program, an 
average college student can receive ¥15,000 a month. This is 
iust one of the many scholarship programs that are helping



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 29, 2015
WHITE PINE PRESS FEATURE 09

Koka, Japan
Vladivostok

BnaftMBOCTOK 
o

Okayama
Slit

o ° ' 
Hiroshima 

SB
o

Kumamoto

In 2002, before the Koka District merged, two former 
school teachers brought Japanese delegates to Traverse 
City. Gifts were exchanged between the two mayors. 
Traverse City mayor, Margaret Todd, gifted a maple vase to 
represent Northern Michigan’s forests, and rhe Tsuchiyama 
mayor, Masaki Matsuyama, gifted a frame pressed Japanese 
wildflower to represent their regions beautiful colors.

Recently, TCAPS set up a short term exchange program 
for Japanese middle school students to be hosted in Traverse 
City. Students from Koka toured the Traverse City Commons 
and attended classes at East Middle School or West Middle 
School. While the students experienced school life in their 
sister city, school officials met with their Japanese school 
counterparts to exchange letters written by superintendents.

Most people in Traverse City have no idea we have a sister 
city. Koka is known for their tea exports, so you would think 
local tea shops would be selling their tea. Spice Merchants, 
Aromas Coffee &'l'ea, and even the Cheese Lady seemed very 
confused when asked if they sell these exotic teas. All three 
local shops had no idea Traverse City had a sister city. Every 
May 20, Koka celebrates Traverse Day near the original sister 
city district, Tsuchiyama, and Koka schools have Cherry 
Day. They also have roads and marathons dedicated to honor 
us and Traverse City. Where is our Koka Day? Don’t you 
think it’s time for a family reunion?
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A Mother and a Musician
Kat Trumbull
Press Editor in Chief

Many Traverse City venues 
have hosted this talented musician 
through her years of performing 
locally, and now White Pine Press 
has been granted an exclusive 
interview into the life of the local 
touring mom, Miriam Pico.

At 31, Pico has performed for 
20 years as a professional singer, 
10 as a professional songwriter 
and she loves it. Since moving to 
Michigan from Puerto Rico as a 
child, this talented musician has 
learned to play both the guitar and 
the ukulele while furthering her 
skills as a vocalist and a songwriter. 
“I have been singing and writing 
songs since I was a tiny kid. I 
would write these really dramatic, 
emotional songs about love and 
heartbreak when I was about seven 
years old. Looking back on them 
now, they are hilarious.” At 11, 
Pico began singing professionally 
as local churches hired her to sing 
for funerals, church services, and 
weddings but “was too shy to share 
my original songs with anyone.” 
After high school, Pico visited her 
family in Puerto Rico where her 
uncle inspired her to learn guitar. 
“He would play his guitar at parties 
and would bring so much joy to 
people, and I thought ‘I want to 
do that!’ So when I came back 
to Michigan, I started learning

liriam

guitar chords and adding them 
to my lyrics.” Friends and family 
encouraged her to begin sharing 
her original songs at open mic 
nights around town. “The response 
was overwhelmingly positive and 
people were asking me where they 
could buy my CD. I said I didn’t 
have one yet, but that I would 
figure out how to make one. And 
that is what I did.”

As well as being a talented 
musical artist, Pico has three 
children, Luna (age 7), Gideon (age 
5), and Vida (age 3). “Being their 
mother is the most incredible joy, 
and I am passionate about giving 
them a childhood full of love 
and great experiences.” It’s not all 
glitter and sunshine for this young 
mom; she is no stranger to a little 
struggle. “It is challenging at times, 
especially when I have a late night 
gig and then I have to be awake 
and chipper and ready to rock with 
my kids at 7 a.m.” Pico says she has 
never been away from her kids for 
more than a week, which makes 
touring very difficult. After a show 
away from home, the singer likes to 
lay in her hotel room and unwind 
by watching goofy videos of her 
children. “When I return, I bring 
them gifts from wherever I was 
and then I will completely unplug 
from the world for a few days, so

we can just enjoy each other.” Pico 
feels lucky that most of her shows 
are in Traverse City, but none of 
us are her biggest fans compared 
to her kids. “My children are fans 
of my music and they always ask 
to sleep with ‘Mommy music’ on 
the CD player all night. The sound 
of my voice has always made them 
fall right asleep ever since they were 
babies. I love that.”

Pico is so grateful for the outlet 
she has in music, as her life can 
be stressful at times. She’s had 
many challenges that she feels 
music has helped her through. 
“Being a mother can be as hard 
as it is wonderful. Every stage has 
its new challenges. When you are 
pregnant, you think ‘What if I eat 
the wrong thing and they come 
out deformed?’ When they are 
babies, you think ‘What if they 
stop breathing in the middle of the 
night?’ When they start school, you 
think of a million scary ‘What if’s’ 
that could occur when you are not 
there to protect them.” This mom 
believes that when she is working 
on her music, her brain has time to 
settle and think in a more positive 
way. She clears her mind and says 
she is able to “be a better, more 
pleasant, less anxious mom.”

On being from Puerto Rico, 
Pico fondly explains, “I come from

a culture that loves happy music, 
dancing, good food, laughter, 
nature, beauty and family. We are 
loud, we have strong opinions, 
we are usually running a few 
minutes late, we love taking care 
of the people we love, we celebrate 
everything.” She tries to visit her 
family as often as possible and plans 
to take her children there to learn 
about their heritage. “When I am 
here in Traverse City, in the dead of 
winter, it really helps me to put on 
Puerto Rican music and cook some 
good Puerto Rican food.”

When asked to give advice to 
moms trying to balance a life with 
their children and their work, she 
struggled to find words: “I don’t 
know if I can offer advice, since 
I am really just trying to keep a 
healthy balance myself!” But when 
she found advice to give, it was 
incredibly helpful. “I heard a quote 
once that said ‘You can have it all!

You just can’t have it all at the same 
time.’ This has been helpful for me. 
When I am on tour, I miss my kids. 
When I am with my kids non-stop, 
there comes a time when I feel like 
I am ready to focus on my work.” 
She continues on to say, “I will say 
this: if you want to do something 
enough, you’ll find a way. No 
excuses. I work hard, I play hard 
and I love my crazy, full life and the 
three little munchkins that call me 
‘Mami.’”

Miriam Pico says the best way 
to listen to her music is live, but if 
you really can’t make it, she suggests 
iTunes instead. She encourages 
people to hear her upbeat, positive 
music and feel upbeat and positive 
after hearing it. But most of all, 
she’d like her fans to know, “I love 
what I do and I am grateful for all 
of the amazing opportunities I have 
had. Thank you to everyone who 
has supported my music!”

Photo courtsey of Miriam Pico
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2015 Winter Comedy Festival
Cassandra Chase
Press Staff Designer

There is no betcer way to spend your 
Valentine’s Day weekend than spending it 
laughing at professional funny people. This 
year at the Winter Comedy Festival, not only 
will you see two dozen of the best comedians 
around, but you will get a chance to see some 
local talent. There will be a local improv 
group and an open mic. This year s lineup 
will feature Doug Benson, Bill Maher, and 
some pretty funny ladies.

The headliner of the 2015 Winter Comedy 
Festival is Bill Maher, himself. Maher is the 
host of Real Time with Bill Maher on HBO. 
He gives a political satire to hot button issues 
like Ebola, Isis, Obamacare and anything else 
the average American is confused about. For 
the past 12 years of his show, he has earned 
32 Emmy nominations. That is not all he 
has accomplished; he also made the eighth 
highest grossing documentary, Religulous. 
He has also written five bestsellers and is still 
working on his awarding-winning 25-year- 
long career. Bill Maher is actually donating 
his performance to the Winter Comedy 
Festival on Valentines Day. Micheal Moore 
spoke on Maher donating his appearance at 
the festival, “even paying his own way here, 
because he wants to help out our area and 
the work of the Traverse City Film Festival. 
Bill usually plays venues and arenas that seat 
thousands, so we are especially fortunate to 
have a comedian of his caliber coming here.” 
But Bill Maher isn’t the only performer to get 
excited about.

Judd Apatow is another witty comedy act 
perfoming this February. Apatow himself 
has made modern American comedy 
history. This writer, producer, and director 
has brought us Knocked Up, The 40-Year- 
Old Virgin, Anchorman, Bridesmaids, Step 
Brothers, Superbad, and Heavy Weights. Not to

mention he discovered so many comics like 
Melissa McCarthy, Seth Rogen, Jonah Hill, 
Jason Segel and James Franco. The one thing 
Apatow isn’t known for is doing his own 
stand-up comedy. He has done a couple of 
underground shows, but he is going to try his 
hand on the big stage in Traverse City.

This year there will be a returning favorite 
to the stage. Michigan-native, Sinbad, is 
coming back to Winter Comedy Fest to close 
out the show, or rather sell out the show. 
Last year his show sold out in record time. 
Sinbad can be seen in numerous TV series 
such as, The Sinbad Show and The Celebrity 
Apprentice. This man hasn’t said any naughty 
words on stage in over 30 years, which can 
be a challenge for most other comedians. He 
does a classic comedy style and is recommend 
to anyone who likes the cleaner side of 
comedy.

There are tons of other great comics 
hand-selected by Doug Benson and Michael 
Moore. First, let’s not forget to mention 
Doug Benson hitting the Traverse City stage. 
You have probably seen him on Netflix more 
than once, from his newest comedy special 
to Super High Me. He is well known for his 
simple stoner comedy and his podcast called 
Doug Loves Movies. He also brought some of 
his friends to perform in this year’s comedy 
festival.

Some comedians you can see this year 
may not be as well-known as the headliners 
but have some great stuff. You can see Moshe 
Kasher, a self-proclaimed child “genius 
beefcake Jew.” He has done a lot in comedy; 
he has been featured on The Tonight Show 
starring Jimmy Fallon, Conan, Chelsea Lately, 
and Drunk History on Comedy Central. He 
is currently dating a funny lady who is also 
performing in this year’s comedy festival,
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Natasha Leggero. She has done it all, from 
acting on Community and It’s Always Sunny in 
Philadelphia, as well as the new comedy, Let’s 
Be Cops. She is also a regular on The Tonight 
Show. This sassy lady even has her own 
YouTube called “Tubbin’ with Tash,” a show 
starring Leggero interviewing guests in a hot 
tub. You will be able to catch a show with the 
Emmy-winning, Cash Cab King, Ben Bailey. 
Comedy is just one of his 68+ jobs. There will 
also be Kurt Braunohler from Bobs Burgers 
and This American Life. There will be another 
returning favorite, Todd Barry, who can be 
seen on hit show Louie.

Besides just seeing funny people, there will 
be a funny group of people. Good on Paper

is Traverse City’s one and only improv group. 
Not one show is the same with these talented 
people. They will be performing on Feb. 14 
only Opening for Good on Paper is going to 
be some good old open mic. You can catch it 
on both Feb. 13 and 14 for only $5- It will be 
hosted by none other than local legend Dave 
Basey, who started The Rotten Cherries open 
mic. Basey says, “The TC Comedy Fest is like 
a life google search of comedy. I am excited to 
see how much better that search engine will 
get when local and Michigan talent is more 
involved.” You can see both local acts at the 
Insideout Gallery.
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A History of Studio Anatomy
I Nick Walsh
| Press Staff Writer

If you are into indie rock, punk, 
or heavy metal, you might have 
noticed that there are not many 
places around Traverse City that 
have bands and musicians playing 
original music. There is one venue 
in the middle of downtown that 
looks to set itself apart from the 
current local music scene. That 
venue is called Studio Anatomy. It’s 
a recording studio and music venue 
located in the basement of the old 
Arcade building (currently named 
Front Street Commons). Studio 
Anatomy not only offers a place 
for artists to perform their original 
music, but it is also a recording 
studio that has very affordable rates.

Owner Brian Chamberlain grew 
up in North Carolina playing and 
recording his own music. When he 
moved up to Northern Michigan, 
he saw a lack of venues for artists 
who play indie rock, punk and 
heavier genres of rock. He would 
go to restaurants and see a band 
playing in the corner and were 
often denied the opportunity to 
play louder, more raw material. 
He wanted a place where people

would go out to experience a band 
performing its original music 
and have that be the forefront of 
people’s attention as opposed to 
the establishment’s daily entree and 
drink specials.

When Good News Music closed 
its doors years ago, Chamberlain 
realized it was the perfect place to 
have a music venue and recording 
studio. Studio Anatomy now puts 
on shows nearly every other Friday 
night. The shows don’t just focus 
on a single kind of music but 
provide a good mix of different 
genres and styles. Sometimes 
there are unplugged shows where 
artists play an acoustic set. Studio 
Anatomy does a good job bringing 
in local acts, but it also brings out 
of town artists as far as Detroit to 
play. The venue even has stand-up 
comedy shows once a month in 
collaboration with Falling Down 
Stairs Production, often featuring 
White Pine Press’s own Cassandra 
Chase.

When it comes to recording, 
the studio has a good mix of old 
school technology like an old 24-

track 2” Sony tape recorder from 
the early 90s and newer stuff 
like a Mac packed with the latest 
audio production software and a 
ton of plugins. Chamberlain and 
friend Michael Culberson are both 
recording engineers there. They 
both work with the artist at every 
step of the recording and production 
process and are incredibly flexible. 
Studio Anatomy has even partnered

up with TC Music Markit to help 
out artists who are in need of press- 
kits and other services including 
photography and graphic design 
work so recording artists get the 
full experience while working with 
Chamberlain.

Studio Anatomy not only gives 
you a show that is much different in 
the area, but does at an affordable 
price. A typical show will cost you

$5 and comedy show costs only 
$10. The venue is very keen to the 
artists and is there to offer an outlet 
for creativity and help the music 
community grow.

If you are a musician or just 
someone looking for something to 
do on a Friday night, check out the 
studio’s upcoming event schedule 
on Facebook or go to their site, 
studioanatomy.com.

Slamming Sterotypes with Kinetic Affect
Alex Bondar
Press Staff Writer

The nerd, the player, the jock, and so on. We’ve all heard 
of stereotypes. And we all have been affected by them one way 
or another. Even by everyday, societal expectations of what a 
man and what a woman “should” be. That’s where Kinetic 
Affect comes in. Kinetic Affect is a spoken word poetry duo 
who strive to end stereotypes once and for all. Next month, 
they will perform here on campus.

Bullying—it’s something that happens even outside ofhigh 
school. Unfortunately, it also happens on NMC’s campus. It 
can make college studies difficult and can create barriers from 
good grades. Stereotyping is a form of bullying—expecting 
something out of someone due to certain characteristics 
they have is unwanted pressure. By letting a stereotypical 
judgement influence your opinion on someone, you are not 
getting to know who that person actually is; that’s unfair 
treatment. Kinetic Affect are working to stop this all-too- 
common trend.

Featuring Gabriel Giron and Kirk Latimer, Kinetic Affect 
hails from Kalamazoo. Both of them attended Western 
Michigan University. They have traveled the country to share 
their words through spoken word performances. Though

very different people, Giron and Latimer decided to team up 
and use experiences from their past to change people’s lives. 
Through spoken word poetry, they create a powerful and 
stunning experience during their performances.

Surprisingly enough, Giron and Latimer weren’t always 
a team. “We were once competitors who ended making 
it onto the same team,” Latimer said. “This moved us to 
begin sharing our lives with each other and listening.” After 
becoming friends, Latimer and Giron realized that it wasn’t 
about winning. “We discovered that what we were doing was 
so much bigger than something to win a competition. So we 
became Kinetic Affect.”

Another surprising fact is that Kinetic Affect doesn’t just 
perform at colleges. “We perform everywhere that our voice 
is wanted,” Latimer said. “We get contacted by a business, 
organization, school or person and then go where our voices 
will be heard.” The group has performed at banks, colleges, 
prisons, juvenile homes, special events, and even state and 
nation-wide conferences. “We deal with many stereotypes 
and issues in our work,” Latimer said. There are certain 
stereotypes which are more common than others. “We often

focus on the stereotypical male and the problems that have 
arisen from this image. We aim to break down what people 
think a real man is.”

When asked about what keeps him going, Latimer 
mentioned the countless lives he and Giron have touched. 
“I am a very driven person in general, [...] but what truly 
continues to keep me inspired in this work is knowing that 
I am changing lives and in the process changing my own.” 
His biggest inspiration? “[...] My son. He is only six but has 
taught me more than any teacher, wise man, or person ever 
could. He is open, beautiful, sensitive and constantly reminds 
me of the good I have in me.”

On Feb. 11 at 7p.m., Kinetic Affect will perform at 
the Milliken Auditorium; their show is titled “Slamming 
Stereotypes.” Admission is free for students. For more 
information, visit the Student Life Office located in the lower 
level of West Hall or call them at 231.995.1118.
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The Cost of Free Education
Cameron Berwald
Guest Writer

“There ain’t no such thing as a free 
lunch.” There also ain’t—or “isn’t”—no such 
thing as a free higher education. Secondary education 
institutions are very costly to maintain, especially in 
the United States. According to the Wall Street Journal, 
college tuition in the U.S. has risen three times as 
fast as the consumer-price index in the past decade. 
Perhaps more shocking, it has even risen twice as fast 
as the cost of healthcare, which has been widely reported 
on for its rapidly rising costs. In Germany, where 
education, like healthcare, is free, costs are a fraction of what 
they are in the U.S., and not for lack of quality.

This follows the same trend as healthcare, (the U.S. has 
the most expensive healthcare system in the world, but is 
consistently ranked dead last among developed nations), 
though not to the same extreme. While it’s true that some 
U.S. universities are the envy of the world—institutions 
like Caltech and Harvard are ranked the two best in the 
world by the UK-based Times Higher Education 2014-2015 
World University Rankings—the United States is mired in 
mediocrity among world nations when it comes to its share of 
adults possessing college degrees.

Contributing towards this increase in cost are 
administrative bloat, misplaced spending, and a key change in 
the economics of higher education institutions—from 
higher education as a public service, towards higher 
education as a competitive private market good—while 
still maintaining government regulations over them. 
This last note is of particular importance, as it is indicative 
of a trend among higher education facilities, such 
that the competitive, private institutions will become 
so-called “lowest common denominator” institutions, 
serving the lower class with a low quality, cookie-cutter 
approach to education while the wealthy enjoy the 
same elite private institutions they have for generations. 
Meanwhile, faculty salaries have actually declined 
when adjusted for inflation, while universities hire 
armies of bureaucrats and administrators and pay

University of Humboldt in Berlin

university presidents as if they were corporate 
executives. Why are costs so high? Because the colleges 
can get away with it. Students are guaranteed to 
get loans. Could you imagine if the same were true for 
car loans, or home loans? In fact, Forbes has drawn 
parallels between the 2007 subprime mortgage lending 
crisis and the amount of student loan debt—which is 
higher than credit card debt in the U.S. If car loans 
were guaranteed like student loans are, how many 
people would be drowning in debt to drive a Mercedes? 
In the case of Germany, where higher education is 
now “free,” (remember, TANSTAAFL), the cost of 
education is passed on to the taxpayers. Utilizing a 
progressive tax system, in which higher earners are 
taxed at a higher rate, more of the relative tax burden 
for education is passed onto those who make higher 
wages. Is this fair? Forbes’ Christopher Denhart posts 
that it is not, suggesting a situation in which two 
students attend the same German college and get the 
same degree in economics. One student goes on to 
become a government economist, while another becomes 
a wealthy CFO. The CFO, being taxed at a higher 
rate, pays multitudes more in raw capital for his 
respective education than his government counterpart. 
However, in terms of raw capital, the CFO has also 
benefitted multitudes more than his government 
counterpart from that education. More importantly, 
of course, is the fact that Germans do not view this 
purely from an economic standpoint, but rather a 
moral one as well. But the way Germans view students 
makes economic sense, too. For one thing, no 
student loans means no wanton spending of student 
loan capital on the part of the university. Perhaps 
that’s why German higher education costs so little 
compared to the exorbitant tuition prices in the U.S.

The American higher education system is becoming 
increasingly like a market sector where students are 
viewed as ‘consumers’ of education. Germans do not

view education as a market commodity, nor students 
as consumers; they understand that everyone benefits 
from an educated society. Educated societies have 
less crime, less poverty, and more opportunities for 
high-paying jobs. An educated person is more likely to 
be self-sufficient, too—meaning he or she will not 
require government assistance. It’s not that our 
government spending is insufficient—we spend quite 
a bit, actually—it’s more that we are spending in the 
wrong areas, with little or nothing to show for it. 
Instead of putting two million people in prison and 
spending over a trillion dollars of federal and state 
taxpayer money on welfare programs to keep the poor in 
a meager existence, we ought to stamp out poverty 
at the root by investing, not just spending, in higher 
education for all.
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Student Profile
Marilyn Berry
Press Staff Writer

Name: Zhuoru “Delia” Liu
Age: 17
Major: Engineering
Home Country: China
Home City: Dailian, a city in Northern China

Favorite thing about NMC
The people are friendly and welcoming, which leads to a good environment; it’s not too 

noisy and it’s safe.

Favorite thing about Traverse City
The winter is pretty; even if it’s cold, it’s pretty. The lake in the summer and also the 
Cherry Festival. I like Cherries!

Difference between China and the USA
In China, lunch is the most important meal of the day, while here in the USA, some skip 
lunch, which at first seemed weird. Another difference is the abundance of recycling bins. 
There are recycle bins everywhere!

What would you change about NMC
Kinda hard to find something to change... perhaps the chairs that have the writing desk 
attached. They are a bit... confusing.

What do you miss most about China
The food. Especially Sweet and Sour Fish. Chinese food in America is different than 
Chinese food in China; it’s a lot saltier here. Also, Northern Chinese food tends to be 
saltier while Southern Chinese food tends to be sweeter. Another surprise [in America] is 
that soy sauce is used in everything and then is even available as a side.

What were your reasons for choosing NMC
[It is] known as a pretty good community college. I knew some students who came here 
before and the cost is reasonable.

What kinds of opportunities have you had here that you 
wouldn't in China
Teachers interact with students more. Also, college in China is a lot easier while High 
School is the most difficult. High School begins at 7:30 in the morning and goes until 
9:00 at night.

Why did you choose to come to the USA
At first I wanted to go to Germany, but I really wanted to learn English so I chose the 
USA; also, the people seemed very open and friendly in America.

Any interesting facts about China that would be fun to know
There are many different languages in China. I speak Mandarin, not Chinese... Some 
people think that if you are Chinese, then you speak all types of Chinese. That is not true.

1217 E. FRONT ST. 
231.929.2999

SERIOUS DELIVERY!"
©2013 JIMMY JOHN'S FRANCHISE. LIC AU RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Learning Online for Free
Kat Trumbull

| Press Editor in Chief
In our generation, we re so used to two things. One 

being that anything that pairs the words “online” and 
“free” is a total scam. The other being that an education 
can cost thousands of dollars in either scholarships or 
student loan debt. While you may not be able to get 
a degree online for free, there are several websites that 
allow you to expand your knowledge through college 
courses for free or minimal cost.

How would you like to be enrolled at the University 
of Reading? That’s right, as in one of the best schools 
in England. But you don’t want to be a student abroad 
and you’re not into paying buttloads of money to 
attend classes. Through FutureLearn.com you’re able 
to attend classes in your pajamas on the couch and 
for free. Future Learn offers courses for all interests, 
including Arts & Media, History, and Law. Some of 
the courses are things you may have never heard of but 
you’d like to learn about—why not? It’s free! Modern 
Korean History, Introduction to Dutch, and Dental 
Photography are all offered. Future Learn is owned by 
The Open University, a learning and research center 
in the UK, who teams with universities in Europe, 
Asia, Africa, and the Middle East to bring free online 
courses to your home. The courses vary in length, but 
usually last around seven weeks, with two to four hours 
per week dedicated to lectures, interactive learning, 
and talking with other international students.

Want to learn a language, but hate the pace of 
language classes and don’t want to spend the money or 
class time? Try the app Duolingo! It’s available for iOS

and Android and also can be used online at duolingo. 
com. This interactive app lets you set your own daily 
goals for learning, and it’s fun. English speakers can 
learn Spanish, French, German, Italian, Portuguese, 
Dutch, Irish, Danish, and Swedish. The app is also 
working on creating courses in Russian, Ukrainian, 
Vietnamese and Polish.

Have you always wanted to learn to program using 
languages like CSS and HTML? Try codecademy, 
com for just that! With step-by-step guides, you can 
easily understand how to write your own scripts and 
learn new and unique languages. The website offers 
courses in Python, PHP, jQuery, JavaScript and Ruby. 
Codecademy also offers an app called Hour of Code 
which focuses on the basics of programming and is 
geared towards people who want to learn to program 
in a fun way while on the go.

KhanAcademy.com is another easy way to find 
subjects to study online. After a quick sign up, you 
can choose your favorite subject, then pick an offered 
course. Art of the Islamic World, Macroeconomics, 
and American civics are all courses you can begin at 
KhanAcademy.com. Their mission is “to provide a 
free, world-class education for anyone, anywhere” by 
providing lectures, study guides, and a personalized 
learning dashboard that brings you closer into your 
lessons and progress.

With all these sources of learning, you have no excuse 
to say you don’t know something. If you don’t yet 
know, learn! It’s free!

You think you may be 
pregnant and you 
want to know for sure.

You have other questions

too....

How far along am I?

How much time do I have to decide what I'm going to do?

Pregnancy Care Center offers free, confidential 

pregnancy testing & ultrasound that can 

answer these questions & so many more.

Call us today: We're here to help you find 
the answers.

^Pregnancy 
i Care Center

(231J-929-3488

www.know4sure.org

YOUR PATHWAY
TO ABETTER FUTURE
Grand Valley State University in Traverse City gives you all the 
education options and opportunities you need to finish your degree 
close to home in Northern Michigan.

Bachelor’s degree in liberal studies. This flexible, career-centered 
program lets you study topics most relevant to you. Choose from the 
following concentrations or create your own path to a degree.

• Behavioral science • Health and human development
• Child development and society (premed, preOT)
• Environmental leadership • Law and society (prelaw)

More opportunities in Traverse City
Explore our nursing R.N. to B.S.N. program. Or let us help you connect 
to 86 other programs in Allendale and Grand Rapids.-

APPLY NOW FOR JANUARY 2015
Convenient I Affordable I Flexible I Career focused 
(231)995-1785 (888)922-1785 gvsu.edu/traverse
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Milk and Girl Scout Cookies

are

modest
nearly

Laureen Horan
Press Staff Writer

The month of January gives everyone 
something to look forward to. A new year, 

a tax return, the Super Bowl... but one of 
the best things that happens in January 

is Girl Scout Cookie season, in which 
ordering lasts until mid-February and 
cookies are sold through March. 

Juliette Gordon Low is the 
woman who founded the Girl 
Scouts in 1912. She believed 
that all girls should be given the 
opportunity to develop physically, 
mentally, and spiritually. With 
the goal of bringing girls out 
of isolated home environments 
and into community service 
and the open air, Girl Scouts 
hiked, played basketball, went 
on camping trips, learned 
how to tell time by the stars, 
and studied first aid. Within 
a few years, Low’s dream for 
a girl-centered organization 
was realized. Today, Girl 
Scouts of the USA has a 
membership of over 3.2 
million girls and adults, 

a significant growth 
from its 
beginnings

a century ago. In 
fact, more than 

59 million 
women in 

the U.S. 
today

Girl Scout alumnae. However, it wasn’t until 
five years after the Girl Scouts was founded, 
in 1917, that a troop in Oklahoma decided 
to whip up a batch of cookies to sell at a 
bake sale for a service project.

The cookie sale idea really took off, and 
within 20 years, 125 Girl Scout troops across 
the country were holding annual cookie 
sales. The breakout of World War II led to 
shortages of sugar, flour and butter, so until 
the war was over, Girl Scout troops sold 
calendars to raise money for their projects 
and programs. In 1951, Girl Scout Cookies 
came in three varieties: Peanut Butter 
Sandwich, Shortbread, and Chocolate 
Mints (which are known today as the ever- 
popular Thin Mints). With the advent of 
the suburbs, Girl Scout Cookies were sold 
by girls at tables in shopping malls. Five 
years later, flavors had evolved. Girl Scouts 
sold four basic types of cookies: a vanilla- 
based filled cookie, a chocolate-based filled 
one, shortbread, and a chocolate mint.

During the 1960s, Baby Boomers 
expanded Girl Scout membership and 
cookie sales increased significantly. 14 
licensed bakers were mixing batter for 
thousands upon thousands of Girl Scout 
Cookies annually. And those bakers began 
wrapping Girl Scout Cookie boxes in 
printed aluminum foil or cellophane to 
protect the cookies and preserve their 
freshness. By 1966, a number of varieties 
were available. Among the best sellers 
were Thin Mints, Shortbread, and Peanut 
Butter Sandwich cookies. The flavors stayed 
the same for a while, but the Shortbread 
cookies were named Trefoils, and Peanut 
Butter Sandwich cookies were renamed 
Do-si-dos. In the early 1990s, two licensed 
bakers supplied local Girl Scout councils 
with cookies for girls to sell, and by 1998, 

this number had grown to three. Eight 
cookie varieties were available, including 

low-fat and sugar-free selections that 
never sold well enough to continue 
producing. Girl Scouts USA, also

known as GSUSA, also introduced official 
age-appropriate awards for Girl Scout 
Brownies, Juniors, Cadettes, and Seniors, 
including the Cookie Activity Pin, which 
was awarded for participating in cookie 
activities.

Early in the 21st century, every Girl 
Scout cookie had a mission. New cookie 
box designs, introduced in fall of2000, were 
bold and bright, capturing the spirit of Girl 
Scouting. These are the boxes we recognize 
today, but 2015’s cookie flavors include: 
Thin Mints, Samoas, Trefoils, Tagalongs, 
Do-si-dos, Savannah Smiles, Thanks-a-Iot, 
Toffee-tastic and Rah-Rah Raisin.

There is so much more to selling Girl 
Scout cookies than just raising money for 
activities. The famous “Five Skills” help 
teach Girl Scouts important work skills that 
will greatly benefit them in their academic 
pursuits and later on in their careers. The 
“Five Skills” are goal setting, decision 
making, money management, people skills, 
and business ethics. Each box of cookies that 
are sold goes right back into the troop to pay 
for project supplies, programs, and the fun, 
educational trips they take to learn more 
about the world and society.

If you are interested in buying cookies, 
donating to the troop, or getting involved 
in any other way, please visit GirlScouts.org. 
There’s even an app for finding troops in 
our area to buy cookies from! Orders can be 
placed until Feb. 16, and many troops will 
have booths set up outside the mall, Target, 
Walmart, Sam’s Club, etc, from mid-March 
through the first couple weeks of April.

The fundamentals and skills that girls 
learn when they are a part of the Girl Scout 
organization are of lifelong value and benefit 
to each and every girl involved. When 
cookies are purchased, it doesn’t just benefit 
the girls or the Girl Scout organization, it 
benefits our community. Cookie money 
doesn’t just buy cookies; it invests into our 
future generations of successful, smart, 
contributors of society.

*
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