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Indigenous Peoples Day

On Feb. 2, the Traverse City Commission declared that the second Monday in 
October is hereby known as Indigenous Peoples Day. The day nationally recognized 
as Columbus Day is now seen in a different light in TC. City Clerk, Benjamin 
Marentette, signed the official document making the change. The document states, 
“Traverse City recognizes the annexation of Ottawa and Chippewa homelands 
for the building of our City, and knows Indigenous nations have lived upon this 
land since time immemorial and values the progress our society has accomplished 
through American Indian technology, thought, and culture.”

Father Fred Frostbite Food Drive
The Father Fred Frostbite Food Drive continues through Feb. 15. Be sure to 

stop by Fox Motors, Agave Mexican Grill, the Chums Corner Family Fare, Oleson’s 
on Three Mile and Hammond, and Tom’s in Acme to drop off any non-perishable 
foods to donate to those in need this winter. The WTCM website has a full list of 
acceptable foods. The list includes canned pork and beans, pancake mix and syrup, 
all varieties of rice, and peanut butter. Please help out the less fortunate in our 
community during this year’s harsh winter.

White Pine Press 
welcomes comments, 
suggestions, ideas for 

news stories and 
calendar items.
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Winter Bike to Work and School Day
On Feb. 13, save your gas and be sure to bike to work and school. Biking to 

work or school is the easiest way to save on fuel and get your daily work out. Go to 
winterbiketoworkday.com to sign up for the event. After your work day, there will 
be a swinging after party at the Little Fleet. Riders are also welcome to grab a free 
cup of coffee at Brew, Morsels, Higher Grounds and several other local cafes. Visit 
the Winter Bike to Work and School Day event on Facebook for all your biking 
information.
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Technology vs. Relationships
Finding balance between love and social media

Dyana Allen
Guest Writer

Living in a world where the prominence 
of technology engulfs our lives, we can’t help 
but adapt. This includes helpful technology 
like mobile phones, social media, and apps, 
but also the flaws that come with them. 
I’m not just talking about little ‘bugs’ and 
glitches, but the jealousy, misunderstanding, 
and anxiety that surrounds it when it comes 
to relationships and how it has taken over our 
lives.

Now, when ‘liking’ someone’s picture, 
our intentions are not always as scandalous 
as interpreted by a jealous partner. The 
overabundance of communication through 
technology not only consumes our lives but 
makes a relationship between two people 
problematic. Assumptions are made, texts 
misinterpreted, and it leads to the downfall 
of a relationship. There should not have to 
be a compromise of who’s on your friends list 
or in your contacts. The trust between two 
people is being taken out of relationships— 
technology being a jealousy breeding 
factor. “People misinterpret things through 
technology and things are mixed up so people 
get the wrong impression,” said teenager 
Amanda Diaz about how technology has 
affected her relationships. “You can say one 
thing and someone can read it as something 
else. People have gotten pissed at me by 
misunderstanding what I originally meant. 
And people are less sociable when around 
others because of technology, so it’s hard to 
be socially active when everyone’s on their 
phone.”

Not only does this affect how we talk 
to others online, but in person as well. Eye 
contact is being lost when we look at our

phones. Text lingo occupies our emails and 
daily conversations, no matter who the 
recipient. N. Nayab wrote in his article for 
Bright Hub Project Management, “How 
Communication Has Evolved With New 
Technologies” some key information in 
understanding technology in business 
relationships. “The small keyboards on 
mobile phones and other hand-held devices 
that make typing difficult has resulted in a 
radical shortening of words and increasing 
use of symbol and shortcuts, with little or no 
adherence to traditional grammatical rules. 
Such change now finds increasing acceptance 
in the business community,” said Nayab. 
The ideals adopted from the abundance of 
technology has lowered the standards of what 
we find acceptable. Colloquial language is 
being used in professional settings. Formality 
in environments such as the work place and 
school has been downgraded to the point 
where it’s borderline disrespectful.

Privacy is being traded for ‘likes;’ 
conversation being taken over by pings. The 
question is, when does this small, mindless 
adaption become destructive? Relationships 
have fallen to the hand of Facebook, 
Instagram, Snapchat and other forms of social 
media. That small twinge of jealousy we feel 
when we see someone’s best friends list, the 
length of that girl’s chat history, the constant 
ding when he’s texting her: all of these factors 
can be destructive in a relationship. We’ve 
become obsessed with over-analyzing our 
partner’s accounts rather than asking them 
how their day was. There’s an excess supply of 
interaction but a disturbing lack of sincerity.

Technology can also enable abusive

relationships. The constant texts and 
obsessive calls may seem endearing at first 
but can quickly becoming something much 
more serious. A healthy relationship doesn’t 
constitute being obsessively checked up on 
and demanding to know where you are and 
who you’re with. Phones especially make it 
easy for someone to ignore their partner out 
of spite, completely cutting off the other. 
While it does provide communication, it’s 
not always healthy. People have begun to 
desensitize themselves to the emotions of 
others because they don’t physically see the 
effect their words have on them. Not only 
this, but they don’t have to deal with the 
consequences. High school student, 
Janie Lindstrom, says that technology has 
negatively influenced her relationship. “Trust 
has been affected. An example, Snapchat, 
used to be a big deal, and your ‘best friend’ 
could make your partner upset. But now, 
Snapchat doesn’t show your best friends, 
making your partner questionable to who 
you’re talking to.” Does Lindstrom think 
technology is beneficial or destructive? 
“It depends. It’s good for sociability like 
texting, but it also controls your life. Texting 
your beloved endlessly is something you 
commonly see, from the moment you 
wake up to the moment you sleep.” To this 
generation, especially the younger end, this 
is a typical relationship. You start with the 
cute good morning and end with goodnight 
texts, which evolves to phone calls, then 
Skype calls, which most people see as an 
average relationship timeline. It’s compared 
to dating then going steady with someone 
after getting to know them. Is this new wave

technique causing a weaker foundation for 
relationships?

Along with the many sources of 
communication, the Internet has made dating 
as easy as 1-2-3. Meeting people through the 
Internet has become an increasingly common 
way to find a partner, narrowing down 
your personality by your interests, hobbies, 
gender, or hair color. Has technology further 
driven us to making judgments based purely 
on physical appearances? Huffington Post 
article “This Is How Technology Is Affecting 
Your Relationship” states, “Technology has 
put our relationships in beta, redefining how 
we communicate our desires and trust one 
another. Brought to you in partnership with 
Paramount’s Men, Women and Children, 
here are five unbelievable ways in which 
technology is changing the very fabric of our 
societies, revealing how little we know about 
the people we think we know—and how little 
we know ourselves.” The story concludes that 
technology has placed a mask on who we 
are as people, affecting how people on the 
outside perceive us, or maybe changing the 
way we perceive ourselves.

Perhaps technology is not the source of 
the problem here, but instead the way it has 
shaped us as human beings. Along with these 
adaptations, we have accepted the minor 
changes we make to ourselves and our daily 
lives. While some relationships may thrive on 
the use of technology, it can be the downfall 
of others. Maybe what’s best for all of us is 
to take a breath and evaluate what’s best for 
ourselves. Take off your mask.
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How Does Porn Affect Your Relationship?
The Good, The Bad, and The Undecided

Cassandra Chase
Press Staff Designer

Winter can be a hard time of 
the year if you live in Traverse City. 
In the colder months, students 
are depressed, partly because that 
is when couples break up. With 
financial stress, work stress, school 
stress, parent stress and, on top of 
that, relationship stress, sometimes 
we turn to a vice to relieve 
ourselves. Sometimes that vice is 
porn. Sometimes people will open 
the incognito web page on their 
phone and go straight to pornhub. 
com. Often times you leave the 
tab open and sooner or later your 
significant other will find it, which 
can cause a lot of problems. So 
if you watch pornography and 
masturbate, you will go blind, 
grow hair on your hands, and burn 
in hell for all of eternity, right? 
That may not be the actual case, 
but how does watching porn affect 
you and your relationships?

Local porn star, Savannah, has 
been featured in Hustler and on the 
covers of two boxed DVDs. Her 
husband has been in the adult film 
industry for 23 years, owning clubs 
and adult bookstores. Savannah 
has been in a lot of different types 
of porn films from softcore, to girl- 
on-girl, to POV and even hardcore 
bondage. Savannah confessed, 
“Actually, in my bondage shoot, 
my husband even participated as 
the dominant male talent.” She 
said that doing porn affected her 
family ties but possibly made her 
relationship with her husband 
stronger. “My husband was always 
okay with it; he understood that it 
was simply a job. In fact, he was 
very proud of me.”

Beginning in the late ‘80s, 
porn was used as therapy to help 
couples who were experiencing 
a lack of arousal. A sex therapist 
would have couples look at porn to 
help them get back into the groove 
of the nighttime mambo. That 
wouldn’t be the first choice for 
all sex therapists. A sex therapist 
might have you get a complete 
medical exam to make sure there 
is nothing physically wrong with 
you to cause you to not want or 
be able to have sex. Sometimes 
they would have you talk to your

partner and arrange your sexual 
activities around less distracting 
and stressful times of the day.

Some argue that seeing a 
therapist for sex problems is a little 
too far-fetched, and others see it 
fit to do whatever it takes to get 
back their spark, but one Traverse 
City man disagrees with the sex 
industry completely.

Tom Shelder has helped people 
in the Traverse City community 
for the past 10 years. He has gone 
to school for marriage and family 
counseling, is certified with the 
American Association of Christian 
Counselors and has primarily 
helped local people who struggle 
with a porn addiction. He runs 
a local support group for men 
to have a safe place to talk about 
their addiction to porn and/or sex. 
Shelder believes that women have 
just as much of a problem with 
porn as men but don’t seek help 
because of the shame involved 
with coming clean.

“Often times, women will show 
up for one individual session 
and never come back for 
another one. There has never 
been the numbers for a female 
support group, so there isn’t

Mone.
Shelder believes that 

throughout his years of work, 
porn has become a larger 
problem and reports that more 
people are coming to him for 
help. “I felt inadequate to deal 
with these issues because of 
my training, and so I sought 
out some experts of the field 
and trained with them... the 
issue is just exploding.” Shelder 
also says that over half of the 
married couples he sees are 
affected by pornography. “It’s a 
lot more accessible than it was 
in the past; with the Internet, 
anyone can look at it. People 
who would have been ashamed 
to go to the 7-11 [to purchase 
porn]. The fact is that it’s 
so addicting.” How Shelder 
helps these people is a unique 
process; his method is to have 
the patient set up a boundary 
plan with his wife. This plan

consists of blocks on the TV and 
Internet—allowing the wife to 
block certain pornographic shows 
and content from her husband. 
Shelder believes that, besides the 
secrecy, porn can affect the intimate 
part of a relationship. Men start to 
compare who they are seeing in the 
videos to who they are having sex 
with, and the average woman just 
can’t measure up.

Most NMC students were 
uncomfortable sharing how 
porn affects their relationships. 
But one student said, “I don’t 
see anything wrong with [my 
boyfriend watching porn]. And 
as for ‘allowing’ him, I let him do 
whatever he wants when it comes 
to that sort of thing. I’m totally 
OK with it. Sometimes I’m not in 
the mood, ya know? That doesn’t 
mean he shouldn’t be. Sometimes 
we even bring it into the bedroom, 
which can enhance the experience. 
You think, ‘hey, look at what 
they’re doing, maybe we can try

TEXT PREVENTION TO 51555 FOR 10 FREE CONDOMS

GET TO KNOW PLANNED PARENTHOOD.
VISIT US TODAY @ PPWNM.ORG Id

that.’ So it can really change 
the way you have sex.” Finding 
sexual pleasure in a person other 
than your partner, even if that 
person is on your computer 
screen, is seen as cheating by 
several couples. Our anonymous 
source had a story to tell about 
the experience she’d had with this 
as well. “I once had roommates 
who thought that porn was 
considered cheating. The girl had 
very low self-esteem, which from 
an outside perspective seemed 
to be the root of all that. She 
wouldn’t even let her boyfriend 
watch the “Anaconda” [by Nicki 
Minaj] music video because 
there were too many girls’ butts 
wagging around and she was afraid 
her boyfriend would get a ‘stiffy. 
I think that kind of relationship is 
very controlling and I would never 
replicate it in my own life.”

Whether you’re in a 
relationship, going to therapy, or 
in the adult film industry, porn is

all around you and your partner. 
It may be easier to give into it, or 
maybe you don’t want it present in 
your life. Either way, depending on 
the dynamic of your relationship, 
porn could be good or bad. It’s all 
about talking to your partner to see 
what both of you are comfortable 
with.
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Cherry King?
Nick Walsh
Staff Writer

There is a tradition at the National Cherry Festival where young ladies from all over 
Michigan compete to be a spokesperson for the cherry industry. To be Cherry Queen, you 
must go through “selection weekend” in May. A panel of judges will assess each candidate 
through interviews and a speech. From there, the judges will appoint four candidates to be in 
a court. The final Queen competition at festival time will have a new panel of judges and they 
will assess the qualities of the finalists as they serve as court members to the current Queen. The 
finalists go through a final interview, and on the Friday of festival week, the Queen and runner- 
up will be announced.

Guess what the total scholarship award is for the next Cherry Queen? $8,250! I know 
some of you readers are rubbing your eyes in disbelief. That is a big chunk of change for a 
scholarship! The runner-up receives an award scholarship for $1,750, and the two remaining 
candidates get a total scholarship of $1,250.

I have never followed the National Cherry Queen Competition or any other beauty 
pageants. If you asked me what the coolest thing about the Miss Universe Pageant from last year 
was, I would answer the awesome taco-looking dress that Miss Czech Republic sported. While 
I would not call myself a pageant expert, I will say that these competitions can be a great way 
for young ladies to get recognition and awards.

Now, what the National Cherry Festival is doing in giving out scholarships is a very generous 
thing. Having a Cherry Queen has been a local tradition since 1926. But why not give the 
same opportunity for young men in the community?

Is having a competition to be a spokesperson where all the candidates are all female, in a 
way, sexist? Yes, it is.

Being a spokesperson does not have to align with one’s gender. Due to the large sum 
of reward money scholarships, the competition can be expanded to include men and have a 
Cherry King and split the awards in half! Children participate as Cherry King and Queen 
for the Junior Royale Parade. If we teach children that male and female are equal as royalty 
in a parade, why not do it for the whole festival? If that doesn’t work, why not have the 
competition recognize individuals’ outstanding achievements? Have the competition recognize 
people between 15 and 30 years who stand out in the community through volunteer work and 
improving the quality of life in Northern Michigan.

The National Cherry Queen Competition has been a great tradition for many years but 
such a tradition seems unequal to the male counterparts. A competition where any gender 
has an equal opportunity and is judged solely on his or her works will make the community 
stronger. This will spark more community involvement that the National Cherry Festival 
already promotes in its mission.

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press 
accepts letters to the editor from 
members of the college and 
community. Letters should be less 
than 400 words, typewritten, and 
signed with your name, address and 
phone number. Letters may be edited 
for clarity, grammar, spelling and 
length. Opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of The White Pine 
Press staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686
BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 
BY FAX: (231)995-2110

Non-Discrimination Polity Notice
Northwestern Michigan College is committed to a policy of equal opportunity for 

all persons and does not unlawfully discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, religion, disability, genetic information, height, weight, marital status or veteran 
status in employment, educational programs and activities, and admissions, nmc.edu/ 
nondiscrimination

Has technology affected your 
relationships negatively or 

positively?
"Mostly positive. I have friends all over the 

world. It makes long-distance relationships one 
thousand times easier. I also got to reconnect 
with long lost family members I haven't heard 

from in years."

CHRISTINA COLLINS
Counseling

"Positively because my mom always told me 
not to post anything you wouldn't want your 

grandma to see."

KORTNEY NEILL
Elementary Education

itively. Not only has it allowed me to get to 
v people, but it also helped me broaden my 
Eonnections and get to know society. "

AIAH GOODEN
4usic Education

"Sometimes the biggest problem is 
misunderstanding what someone is saying in a 

text."

KATHRYN FLETCHER
Pre-Med

"It made some aspects a lot better. I'm in 
contact with people who live far away who I 

wouldn't be in contact with otherwise."

JACOB PHILLIPS
Science & Math
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'Pent-
Some of us have had amazing Valentine's Days, filled with love, excitement, and cuddles. Others wei 
awkward meetings at a bar, and medical trauma. Some were even filled with the joys of being single 
pooch. All in all, the White Pine Press staff really knows how to have a memorable Valentine's Day.

Marilyn Berry
I don’t know if I have had a best or worst Valentine’s Day yet. Normally, I spend the holiday working on homework or watching a Rom 

Com and every year I can always count on a card from my father along with a cute chocolate box and sometimes a cute little stuffed animal. 
My grandfather also always makes me feel special with a card and chocolate box. I can’t leave out my brother who, last Valentine’s Day, gave 
me a card and a cute little German Shepherd stuffed animal. However, I am really looking forward to this Valentine’s Day as I have someone 
very special to me that I will be able to spend it with. I have no idea what we are doing yet, but any time that I spend with him is incredibly 
special to me so I think that it will be my most favorite Valentine’s Day yet.

Kat Trumbull
The year was 2014, the setting: Side Traxx. Cassandra and I knew a lonely gay man with cancer from Sutton’s Bay who invited us 

both out to his favorite bar for a fun, single Valentine’s Day. After only meeting the man online and never being to this incredibly dive-y 
bar, Cass and I were on our toes and right away we knew this guy was very odd. He smelled heavily of Patchouli and held our hands a 
little too tightly while dancing to “Blurred Lines.” He also tried several times to buy us drinks, but we were both underage at the time. 
At the end of the night, he invited us back to his place for a “girls night slumber party.” When Cass and I politely declined, he began 
to cry heavily—right there in the middle of the bar—then suddenly left without explanation. I have to say that was by far the worst 
and most bazaar Valentine’s Day I have ever experienced.

David Myers
Oh boy. What to choose? So many options! Well, not really. I was asked to write a story about my best or worst or most 

interesting Valentine’s Day. Truth be told, I have nothing. The past few years I haven’t been seeing anyone on the fateful day. What this 
tells me is that I have some sort of issue. Physically? No, that can’t be it. Mentally? I don’t think so. The conclusion I’ve decided to jump to 
is that I am actually a different species of human, and women are repelled by the idea of evolutionary leaps and bounds. Or maybe I just 
got no game. I think we all know which is more likely.

Laureen Horan
Valentine’s Day, in my opinion, is kind of bogus. I mean, does anyone even know who St. Valentine was or why he’s significant? 

Many people don’t, and so they celebrate this holiday by spoiling the person they love with gifts and food and candy, or sitting on their 
couch, alone, with a tub of Chunky Chocolate Fudge ice cream watching The Notebook. Okay, maybe I’m just bitter because that’s how 
many of my past Valentine’s Days were spent. Even though I have a boyfriend now, VDay still doesn’t mean much to me. However, the 
best Valentine’s Day I’ve ever had was in 2014. It was the first one I actually got to spend with my boyfriend in person. We were broke, 
we didn’t go out to a fancy dinner, we didn’t buy each other presents, and I don’t even think we had chocolate... I know it sounds totally 
lame but it was the exact opposite. We didn’t have gifts, but we had each other. To have a Valentine who truly loves me as much as he 
does (every day of the year) is infinitely better than any gift, any kind of chocolate or any amount of money I could ever receive. I look 
forward to spending many more February I4th’s with him, and as long as he is by my side, I don’t need anything else!
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Cassandra Chase
At my school, you had to bring a valentine card for everyone if you were going to bring in cards. In 3rd grade, I didn’t get any cards, not 

even one from my BFF. Here I was with super cool Lizzie Mcguire Valentine’s cards to give to everyone. After crying in the bathroom for 30 
minutes, I found out my name was never put on the list of names that my teacher had compiled so you wouldn’t forget a card for anyone. The 
teacher said it was an accident, but I saw through her evil plan. That night, she had the other kids make me cards and bring them in the next 
day. I only got a few. Oh, I also got in trouble for skipping class for 30 minutes. Life is tough for a 3rd grader.

z
Alex Bondar

Ahh, Valentine’s Day. No one can think of a better way to spend the holiday than with their loved one. Unless, of course, you don’t have 
a loved one. What’s one to do then? Well, do what I did—spend it with your dog.

The day was rather cold, back in 2012, and snow still blanketed the ground. But Dash, my
Australian Shepherd, was my main focus that day, because he was (and still is!) my main man.
I decided that, since I didn’t have a partner to spend money on, I would spend it all on Dash. We started the day with a leash-less walk since 
he loves to trail off into the woods. Living in the middle of nowhere has its upsides. For me, the walk was a nice way to refresh and remind 
myself that it’s totally okay to be alone on V-Day.

We spent the rest of the day inside—we baked biscuits, watched movies, and—most importantly—had some awesome cuddle time.The 
most important thing I learned from my “partner” is that even if there is no romantic interest in your li 
absent from love. You just have to know how to see it, and then you realize it’s all around you.

Emily Lechowicz
When I was a senior in high school, my boyfriend surprised me with tickets to go see my favorite band, Maroon 5, at the Palace in Auburn 

Hills for Valentine’s Day! Even though it was a school day, my mom let me skip school to go down to the concert. My boyfriend and I drove 
the four hours down to Detroit, went to dinner at my favorite restaurant, BD’s Mongolian Barbeque, and I got to see the love of my life (a.k.a. 
Adam Levine) sing his heart out to thousands of other screaming teenage girls. Even though we got back at 3 a.m. the next morning and my 
parents made me go to school that day, it was still the best Valentine’s Day I have ever experienced!

z Nick Walsh
Valentine’s Day is known to be an intimate Hallmark holiday filled with hearts, serenades, and romantic evenings. Looking back to 

my Valentine’s Day in 2014, I can relate to all of those things. Most associate hearts as being the symbol of Valentine’s Day, but for me it 
was associated with the organ that provided blood that was needed for my transfusions. Many make arrangements to serenade their lover; 
however, my loved ones made arrangements for my brother to serenade me while I was in the hospital. Fortunately, I was released from the 
hospital to enjoy an evening out at the comedy festival.

But by the time I left the hospital, all my would-have-been dates already made plans for the night. So I went to the show with my best 
pal.. ..me. I sat there next to my lovely date, an empty seat, and enjoyed an evening of comedians trying to humor a sleeping audience. All 
in all, I enjoyed my night with my lovely date, a half-eaten Russell Stover box of chocolates. After the show, I
myself to sleep with an empty box chocolate next to me.

*
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Salinger to Release 
50 Years of Work
I Kat Trumbull
[Press Editor in Chief

We all read The Catcher in the 
Rye in high school. Whether you 
liked reading it or not, the book 
was a major hit in 1951 when 
children and adults everywhere 
identified with the character 
Holden Caulfield and his view on 
life, phonies, and living in New 
York City. Even to this day, as the 
book is read in many high schools 
around the U.S., students identify 
with Holden and his trek towards 
understanding his life, talking 
to pretty ladies, and finding his 
future. Pages of the book were 
in Salinger’s uniform when he 
stormed the beaches of Normandy 
on D-Day, and he believed he 
would gain a little courage with 
Holden Caulfield residing in his 
pocket.

Once The Catcher in the Rye 
was published, Salinger went from 
a continuously-rejected author 
trying to get published in The New 
Yorker to a tremendous success 
overnight. His success, mixed with 
horrendous flashbacks of the war, 
caused Salinger to move from New 
York City to the mountains of New 
Hampshire where he lived a quiet, 
secluded life. He refused to talk 
to reporters about his books and 
writings while isolating himself 
from, not only the world, but his 
family. Salinger built a bunker on 
his property which held a cot, a 
table with a typewriter, and some 
food. Reportedly from his children, 
he would go in the bunker to write 
and would not come out for weeks 
on end. He became his characters 
to help himself write. The very last 
thing Salinger ever published was 
“Hapworth 16, 1924” in The New 
Yorker in 1965. Since then, Salinger 
purposely remained unpublished 
for the next 45 years until his 
death in 2010. Few know that Jerry 
Salinger left specific publishing 
instructions for several stories to be 
publically printed after his death. 
And 2015 is the year it begins.

This year, Salinger’s trusted, 
anonymous, post-mortem team 
will begin releasing his works 
between 2015 and 2020. Reported 
by anonymous sources, a few of 
the stories will be continuations 
of characters such as Holden

Caulfield, Seymour Glass, and the 
Glass Family, who are featured in 
several of Salinger’s short stories 
and his novella, Franny and Zooey. 
In five years, five books of Salinger’s 
will be released to the world.

One of his works to be published 
is described as a counterintelligence 
agent’s diary, which was Salinger’s 
job in Germany during World War 
II. It is expected that this piece 
will be autobiographical of his 
experiences. The entries involve 
his interactions with civilians and 
soldiers struggling with the day-to
day horror of war.

Another war-based novel to be 
published will be the World War 
II love story of his first wife, Sylvia 
Welter, a German woman with ties 
to the Nazi party and with whom 
he fell in love with after the war 
had finished.

A religious manual of the 
Vedanta religion—a religion 
synonymous with Hinduism— 
with short stories and fables will be 
published, as Salinger was deeply 
involved in the Hindu teaching 
of working for yourself with no 
professional rewards.

Following the recurring Glass 
Family, The Family Glass will be 
made public, filled with short 
stories that chronicle the detailed 
genealogy of the dysfunctionally 
perfect family. Five new stories will 
be added to his past collections 
depicting the first 30 years of 
Seymour Glass’s life leading to his 
suicide and his search for God.

In 1942, Salinger began a sequel 
to The Catcher in the Rye and the 
unpublished work will finally be 
published under the title The Last 
and Best of the Peter Pans, following 
Holden Caulfield in several short 
stories to complete the history of 
the young boy and the Caulfield 
family.

James Filkins, a Central High 
School English teacher who 
introduces many students to 
Salinger’s works, spoke on his first 
time reading “A Perfect Day for 
Bananafish”:

“I first read Salinger as a senior 
in high school. I was a lousy 
high school student, just barely 
hung on, and was occupied with

other things—much like Holden 
Caulfield for that matter. I took 
a Philosophy of Literature class. I 
have no idea why I took it, but I 
was into writing and fiction. I was 
introduced to Salinger though one 
of his short stories. That got me 
started on him. I moved in the 
middle of my senior year and at a 
new school I got to reinvent myself. 
I had a lot of time on my hands 
because I was isolated from people. 
So I started reading a lot. I started 
reading Salinger. I picked up The 
Catcher in the Rye and then I read 
everything by Salinger; it didn’t 
take long. It was perfect, a voice I 
hadn’t heard before. It was a voice 
you always knew was there but 
something that was never touched 
on. I understood [Holden's] 
dissatisfaction with the adult world 
and becoming an adult. I knew 
exactly where he was because I was 
there. It was the bringing together 
of fiction and philosophy.”

With these five to-be-released 
pieces, Salinger is about to dominate 
the literary world five years after 
his death and 50 years after he 
made his last splash in the world 
of writers. He really knows how 
to make a story of himself. Filkins 
even noted on Salinger’s distinct 
way of making sure the media 
didn’t forget about him. “Salinger 
is obviously very intelligent and 
incredibly insightful in the ways 
of media and had manipulated 
it for decades. If you look at the 
pattern of ‘Salinger starts to fade’ 
and ‘Salinger does something’, he 
appears somewhere, then starts to 
fade again. He stirs the pot and 
sales continue; he never disappears. 
That’s not somebody who’s trying 
to be a recluse—that’s somebody 
who is supremely manipulative and 
understands the state of media and 
promotion.”

Without Salinger’s random 
showings to promote himself, will 
his new releases be as phenomenally 
successful as his earlier works? Will 
the new generation still be able to 
connect with Holden Caulfield and 
Seymour Glass as they did 50 years 
ago? We will soon find out, when 
J.D. Salinger’s last 45 years of work 
begins to be released this year.
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David Played a Game in Retrospect: 
Team Fortress 2

David Myers
Press Web Editor

At 986 hours, it tops all of my playtime 
charts by a margin of over 600 hours. It has 
held a spot on my bookmark bar for five years. 
It has earned me money. All of these accolades 
go to the revolutionary Team Fortress 2.

Now, as I said earlier, I have played a lot of 
Team Fortress 2. In this review, I will attempt 
to assume a persona of a reviewer playing the 
game for the first time, who has maybe only 
put in a few hours rather than almost 1,000. 
I do not foresee myself remaining unbiased. 
You have been warned in advance.

Released in 2007 by Valve Corporation, 
TF2, as I will now refer to it, is a multiplayer 
first person shooter, centered around the nine 
classes. Scout, Soldier, Pyro, Heavy, Medic, 
Engineer, Demoman, Spy and Sniper offer 
nine very different play-styles and learning 
curves. Most people start by playing one of the 
offensive classes: Soldier, Scout, or Pyro. Once 
they get a little talent with those, they move 
on to the defensive: Demoman, Heavy, and 
Engineer. Finally, they realize just how hard 
those classes are to play well and move on to 
the support classes. Medic, Sniper, and Spy are 
considered the hardest classes to be truly good 
with. All the characters have vastly different 
weapons, purposes, and even personalities 
through tremendous voice acting. Everyone 
gravitates towards a different class, and 
therein is where the game excels. Other games 
have players using the same classes, meaning 
anyone can pick up the character and expect 
to be able to use it whenever. But in TF2, an 
efficient team ideally has some of every class. 
It’s not entirely impossible, but a team of nine 
scouts will most likely not do very well. This 
forces the player to practice with each class; 
it is a very unlikely event that a team lacks a 
class. By balancing all the classes, and making 
sure no one class stands above the rest, Valve 
assures a diverse experience.

Now, in terms of gameplay, all aspects 
of gunplay and movement work well in 
conjunction. The in-game item and trading

system encourages players to try out different 
weapons, and most, if not all, of the hundreds 
of weapons work as intended, with the rare 
exception. Characters with more health move 
slower, the fastest characters have the least 
health, and so on. Valve actively listens to 
bug reports and fan complaints and requests, 
and regularly updates the game to make sure 
everyone enjoys the game for the years to 
come.

Since launch, to keep up with fan requests, 
TF2ts almost an entirely different game. Every 
single character has several replacements for 
all of their weapons. Now, you can use almost 
any gun you can think of, on any character. 
Normal stuff like bows and arrows, and crazy 
stuff like mail boxes and jars of pee (Yes, I 
said pee). Even though the idea of dumb stuff 
like that sounds comical to us, they all serve 
unique and useful functions. Beyond that, 
this is not a game that is trying to take itself 
seriously. The cartoony art style and over the 
top voice acting makes you enjoy the game, 
not as a serious medium, to be viewed with 
an artsy eye.

However, none of these things are what 
you hear about when someone talks about 
TF2. When you hear the words TF2, it is 
usually a safe bet to predict that the word 
“hats” will come up in the next few sentences. 
You see, TF2 is free to play, as in it costs no 
money to play. This is a recent development, 
but in order to continue making money off of 
one of the most played games in the world, 
Valve gave to us hats—hats and articles of 
clothing that can be applied to the various 
characters. Sounds pretty trivial, right? 
Well, you’re wrong. In 2013 alone, in-game 
transactions totaled $139 million dollars. 
And that doesn’t even account for the player- 
to-player transactions. Some special items sell 
for thousands of dollars. The most expensive 
singular item sold for just over $15 thousand, 
and the most valuable total inventory is worth 
over $50 thousand. These both belong to the

same person. Come for the free game, stay for 
the life changing amounts of money.

Looking back on the game I have played 
since 2010,1 see a lot has changed. Consistent 
updates, content additions, and enough to 
satisfy its millions of players on a daily basis. 
Ensuring that the fans are happy and get

what they want is one of the most important 
traits in a game developer. Valve has done 
a masterful job keeping the players happy 
and giving them what they want. TF2 is a 
fantastic game that has lasted for eight years 
and should continue for many more to come.

Completely Unbiased Score: 10/10

Traverse City
Western Michigan University

Freshwater Science and 
Sustainability Bachelor’s Degree
Western Michigan University offers the 
Freshwater Science and Sustainability 
bachelor’s degree in Traverse City.
More than just Science. More than just 
Policy. This interdisciplinary degree 
helps you see the big picture so you 
can make a big difference.

WMU-Traverse City
2200 Dendrinos Drive #201 
Traverse City, Ml 49684 
(231) 995-1846

Where science, business and policy 
meet to help you make a difference.

Learn more at:
wmich.edu/traversecity/freshwater

Northwestern
Michigan
College
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Alternative Relationships
I Laureen Horan
I Press Staff Writer

The model of heterosexual, 
monogamous marriage is 
sanctioned by society, religion, 
and the law as the only acceptable 
type of sexual relationship. As a 
result, many people have not been 
exposed to other ways of life. In 
fact, many people are so heavily 
socialized to believe in the ideals 
of monogamy, heterosexuality and 
marriage that any other options 
seem incomprehensible.

Some may not fully realize it, 
but there are many different types 
of relationships. Many healthy 
and well-intentioned people 
have opted for less traditional, 
non-monogamous relationships, 
which include polyamory, same- 
sex relationships, gender-neutral 
and egalitarian relationships, and 
various forms of open relationships. 
It’s easy to look at someone else’s 
life and point out all of the things 
that aren’t “conventional,” but take 
a moment to understand non
traditional relationships and you’ll 
come to find that it is 100% O.K. 
for people to have relationships 
that are not, by general definition, 
traditional. We at White Pine Press 
are here to remind the community 
that love is love, no matter what.

For instance, consider 
polygamous marriages. Most 
Americans were not born into 
the Mormon religion and do not 
understand the reasons or benefits 
that would come from having 
multiple spouses. Many people 
have heard the story of polygamist 
sect leader Warren Jeffs and his 
association with forcing a 14-year- 
old girl to marry her 19-year-old 
cousin within their community. It’s 
a sad story, but it’s false to assume 
that all, or even most, polygamous 
relationships are forced or unhealthy. 
While polygamous families do not 
lead perfect lives, neither does any 
other couple, family, or individual 
on this planet. Polygamous marriage 
is currently illegal in the United 
States, but nearly 50,000 plural 
families exist here. Plural families 
provide tightly-knit support 
systems that many other families 
do not have. These families rarely 
have to hire a babysitter, always 
share chores and responsibilities, 
and typically get along very well. 
Contrary to what some may think, 
plural-spouse arrangements have 
little to do with sexual needs. Most

spouses each have their own rooms 
and sleep separately. It’s important 
to remember that these family 
forms are consensual amongst each 
spouse; they choose a plural family 
because that’s the kind of family 
they want to have.

Somewhat similar to polygamy, 
open relationships are also more 
popular than most would think. 
Basically, an open relationship is the 
mutual agreement between a couple 
to have sexual relations with others. 
Open relationships differ from 
polygamy because it’s not about 
having multiple relationships; 
it’s about having multiple sexual 
partners while being emotionally 
committed to one other person. 
David Barash, Ph.D., professor 
of psychology at the University of 
Washington and co-author of The 
Myth of Monogamy, says, “having an 
open relationship can work really 
well for some people; however, we’re 
also inclined to be sexually jealous of 
a partner being with someone else, 
and from a biological standpoint, 
we’re resistant to that partner 
having another relationship.” Open 
relationships definitely aren’t for 
everyone but tend to be a good 
experience for couples who both 
have commitment issues and want 
to try different things before they 
decide to be with one person for the 
rest of their lives.

Some forms of non-traditional 
relationships are progressing 
more and more into becoming 
socially acceptable. Same-sex 
marriage is legal in 36 out of 50 
states in the U.S., and it doesn’t 
seem like the buck will stop there. 
According to the Williams Institute 
review conducted in April 2011, 
approximately 3.8 percent of 
American adults identify themselves 
as being in the LGBT community; 
wherein, 1.7 percent identify as 
lesbian or gay, 1.8 percent bisexual, 
and 0.3 percent transgender, which 
corresponds to approximately 9 
million adult Americans, based on 
the 2010 Census. However, there 
is a significant percentage of people 
who acknowledge having same-sex 
attraction or experiences, without 
identifying as LGBT. Studies from 
various nations, including the U.S., 
covering varying time periods and 
age groupings, have produced a 
consistent statistical range of 1.2
5.6 percent of the adult population. 
While same-sex relationships 
are becoming more and more 
prevalent in media, society and 
in politics, many people still 
object to or discriminate against 
homosexual individuals.

Natalie and Krystal, as one 
may assume, are a same-sex 
couple who’ve been in a very 
loving and healthy relationship

for nearly three years now. “We met 
at the SideTraxx bar,” Natalie says. 
“Then I saw her a few days later at 
a flower shop near my workplace. 
I walked in to say hello to her and 
quickly realized I had nothing else 
to talk about and just stood there 
frozen and smiling at her like an 
idiot... I guess she’s into frozen, 
smiling idiots because shortly after 
that, we seemed to always be around 
each other.” Krystal and Natalie are 
very fortunate to have friends and 
family who support their happiness 
because it’s common for individual 
of the LGBT community to struggle 
with their identity and often be 
subject to discrimination. When 
asked what makes their relationship 
special, Natalie said, “Krystal and 
I compliment each other in such 
a perfect way. We give more than 
we take. We support each other in 
every way. We love, respect and trust 
each other completely. Our lives get 
busy, but every Wednesday night is 
date night. It’s a nice way to make

You think you may be 
pregnant and you 
want to know for sure.

You have other questions

too....

How far along am I?

How much time do I have to decide what I'm going to do?

Pregnancy Care Center offers free, confidential * 

pregnancy testing & ultrasound that can 

answer these questions & so many more.

Call us today: We're here to help you find 
the answers.

^fPregnancy 
(Care Center

(231)-929-3488 

www.know4sure.org

sure we have some special time 
together just the two of us... we just 
make sense together.” The pair share 
many common hobbies, including 
traveling, arts and crafts, dancing, 
and performing. “Krystal and I 
both perform in the monthly drag 
and burlesque shows at SideTraxx. 
We’ve done stand-up comedy. 
We’ve performed all over Michigan 
together. We love creating new 
things and entertaining.” The two 
got engaged in April 2014 and are 
planning a wedding for July 2015-

Love is love, no matter the color, 
gender (or lack, thereof), sexual 
orientation, or number of partners. 
It may be hard for some individuals 
to accept, but couples who have 
broken the “typical relationship” 
mold lead healthy, happy lives with 
strong and fulfilling relationships 
with their partners. This Valentine’s 
Day, let’s appreciate the uniqueness 
and beauty of non-traditional 
relationships.
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Campus SAVE Act
Laureen Horan
Press Staff Writer

Although we are currently in the midst 
of one of the most romantic holidays of 
the year, it’s important to recognize the 
sad truths of sexual harassment and rape. 
Sexual assault, harassment, and rape are 
very serious and have been heavily prevalent 
in media within the last decade. Incidences 
such as these happen far too often on 
college campuses. Sixty-two percent of 
female college students report having been 
sexually harassed at their university, but 
that’s only the reported estimate. Many 
more incidents go unreported, and it’s likely 
that most females can recall an incident in 
which they felt sexually harassed. About 
11 percent of all reported sexual assaults 
involve men as victims, but studies show 
that men are far less likely than women to 
report assault.

Colleges across the nation have 
taken these crimes very seriously, and in 
September of 2014, title IX, also known 
as the Campus SAVE (Sexual Violence 
Elimination) Act, was put into place and 
affected every campus across the country.

The Campus SAVE Act seeks to address 
the violence women face on campus: the 
highest rates of stalking, the highest risk of 
nonfatal intimate partner violence, and the 
percentage of students experiencing rape or 
attempted rape.

So what exactly is sexual misconduct? 
Specific examples include, but are not 
limited to: any unwelcome physical 
contact, persistent, unwelcome requests 
for sexual contact, sex-related behavior 
accompanied by promise of reward or 
threat of harm, unwelcome sexual remarks 
about a person’s body, clothing, sexuality 
or sexual orientation, offensive sexual 
questions, jokes and stories, stalking, 
physical violence, and rape. If you or 
someone you know encounters any kind 
of situation like this, please do not hesitate 
to tell a professor, any of the counselors in 
the Student Life office, a resident assistant, 
Assistant Dean of Student Life, Lisa 
Thomas, or Vicki Cook, the coordinator of 
Title IX. You can also call 911 or campus 
security at (231) 995-1111.

Healthy relationships are important to 
each and every single person on this planet, 
and they take time and nurturing to develop 
and be accomplished mutually. Keep these 
aspects of a healthy relationship in mind: 
honesty, loyalty, accountability, open 
communication, ability to compromise, 
sharing responsibility, making important 
decisions together, respect toward one 
another, being mindful of the other’s needs 
and wants as well as your own, maintaining 
a sense of self-identity, and most 
importantly... respecting each other’s right 
to say “no.” Even healthy relationships can 
use a boost now and then. You may need 
a boost if you feel disconnected from your 
partner or feel the relationship has gotten 
stale. If so, find a fun, simple activity you 
both enjoy, like going on a walk, going out 
to dinner or even just sitting at home and 
watching a movie. Talk about your goals, 
your future, and the reasons why you want 
to be in the relationship. Then, keep using 
healthy behaviors as you continue dating to 
build a strong, fulfilling relationship.

MPA 2015 Convention
On Friday and Saturday, Feb. 5 and 6, White Pine 

Press sent representatives to attend the Michigan 
Press Association 2015 Convention at the Amway 
Grand Hotel in Grand Rapids. Faculty Advisor, 
Jacob Wheeler, Senior Editor, Emily Lechowicz, 
and Editor in Chief, Kat Trumbull attended the 
two-day, seminar-filled conference, taking notes 
and learning as much as they could about how to 
better serve the newspaper, NMC students, and the 
Traverse City community.

The team met with Pulitzer Prize winning 
journalists from the Detroit Free Press, as well 
as representatives from other Michigan college 
newspapers including CM Life from Central 
Michigan University and the Delta Collegiate out of 
Delta College. White Pine Press also got an exclusive 
seat at the Governors Luncheon, where the team 
listened to Lieutenant Gov. Calley speak about the 
importance of journalism in Michigan.

WPP also got a tour of the Grand Rapids office 
of MLive, where our reps, learned about covering 
breaking news and new ways to deliver news 
on social media. Seminars from the convention 
included Social Selling for Audience & Advertiser 
Growth, Developing Enterprise Stories for the 24/7 
News Cycle, and Building A Brand to Get You 
Hired & Make You Money. Every seminar added 
new knowledge to the White Pine Press on how to 
further grow as a newspaper.

The WPP team enjoyed their stay at the 
Amway Grand Hotel and are very thankful for the 
opportunity to attend the MPA 2015 Convention. 
We look forward to next year’s gathering.

YOUR PATHWAY
TO A BETTER FUTURE
Grand Valley State University in Traverse City gives you all the 
education options and opportunities you need to finish your degree 
close to home in Northern Michigan.

Bachelor’s degree in liberal studies. This flexible, career-centered 
program lets you study topics most relevant to you. Choose from the 
following concentrations or create your own path to a degree.

• Behavioral science • Health and human development
• Child development and society (premed, preOT)
• Environmental leadership • Law and society (prelaw)

More opportunities in Traverse City
Explore our nursing R.N. to B.S.N. program. Or let us help you connect 
to 86 other programs in Allendale and Grand Rapids.

APPLY NOW FOR JANUARY 2015
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Tips for Singles
Making Valentine's Day Suck Less

Emily Lechowicz
Senior Editor

Valentine’s Day: the holiday full of magic, romance and love. It is the holiday full of surprise proposals, the start of new relationships, and perhaps celebrating an old one. 
But what about those who haven’t got shot by Cupid’s arrow? What’s so special for us about this holiday? Here are some tips on how to make your Valentine’s Day more 
tolerable when you don’t have a special someone to share the day with.

Treat It Like Any Other Day
Valentine’s Day happens every year, so why not treat it like every other day? It’s 

just another day, so handle it like one! Go to work, go to the gym, go to lunch, and 
watch Netflix. It shouldn’t matter on this certain day whether you’re single or not. 
Don’t worry about being alone on Valentine’s Day—it’s not a huge deal!

Events

Treat Yourself
Ladies: Just because you don’t have a specific man in your life to pamper you doesn’t 

mean you can’t pamper yourself on Valentine’s Day. A trip to the hair salon or spa might 
be just what you need to feel loved by yourself. Amenities aren’t the only way you can 
pleasure yourself: if you’re on a budget, a pizza, some chocolate and a good movie with 
your girlfriends might be the perfect cure to feeling alone on Valentine’s Day.

Guys: Pump some iron, cook yourself and some buddies an incredible steak dinner, 
drink a couple of beers, and watch a basketball game or play some video games. Surround 
yourself with people you love and love you, and make the most out of the time you have 
with them.

Traverse City has numerous events during the Valentine’s weekend that you can 
participate in without being weighed down with the thought of not spending the holiday 
with a boyfriend or girlfriend.

Streeter’s entertainment center is throwing a “50 Shades of Glow” party/Valentine’s 
Masquerade on Feb. 14 starting at 9:30 p.m. This event is for anyone over the age of 18, 
and advance ticket prices are $8, but you are more than welcome to pay at the door.

The 5th annual Traverse City Winter Comedy Arts Festival kicks off on Feb. 13 and 
goes all weekend. Check out local comedy legends such as Sinbad and Bill Mauer. Ate 
you an undiscovered comedian yourself? Be a part of the festivities and get discovered at 
open mic nights at the Inside Out Gallery. Tickets for shows range from $5-$5O, but don’t 
wait until the weekend of the event to order your tickets! This festival is hot and shows are 
selling out fast. Visit www.wintercomedy.org for more information.

Give Love to Somone Else
Valentine’s Day shouldn’t just be for couples in relationships. Spend your day by giving 

love to other people or things. Volunteer at the Humane Society and cuddle some puppies 
or serve soup at a homeless shelter. Going home for the weekend? Take your mom out to 
lunch or make homemade valentines with your siblings.

Just because you might not have a date this Valentine’s Day doesn’t mean that you can’t still enjoy the weekend. Embrace your singleness by going 
out and dance the night away with your friends, laugh your ass off at the comedy festival, or chill at home and make yourself a delicious dinner. Take 
the weekend to discover what you really love about yourself and share that love with others.
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