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2015 Career & Employment Fair
NMC students are encouraged and welcome to attend the Ninth Annual 

Career Fair at the Hagerty Center on NMC’s Great Lakes Campus on March 5 
from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. Employers from professional and occupational fields will 
be recruiting for career-track positions, seasonal, and entry-level opportunities, 
as well as internships, service learning and networking opportunities. Students 
seeking a job are encouraged to dress professionally, bring resumes and be 
prepared to talk to local employers about open positions/opportunities. More 
than 80 employers are currently scheduled to participate, including Chateau 
Chantal, Michigan State Police, and Traverse City Area Public Schools. For more 
information and an updated list, please visit nmc.edu/careerfair.

Career Openings at NMC
NMC is currently looking for instructors to hire, including a Nursing 

Instructor, Psychology Instructor, Sociology Instructor, and more. NMC is 
looking for individuals who value lifelong learning and serving our learners, who 
enjoy the entrepreneurial thrill of innovation and who enjoy collaborating as a 
team to move the college forward and help learners achieve their goals. To view 
and apply for jobs, visit jobs.nmc.edu or email the Human Resources Department 
at hr@nmc.edu.

2015 Spring Transfer Fair
On March 18, students are welcome to attend the latest Transfer Fair from 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in West Hall and the Health and Science Building. Over 30 
university representatives will be on campus to talk with students, staff, and faculty 
about their programs and their transfer process. This is students’ opportunity to 
discuss transfer requirements and get information on degrees available at a variety 
of schools without having to travel to each university. Be prepared for awesome 
giveaways like pens and t-shirts, but also bring your questions and enjoy exploring 
your options!
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David Played a Game: Sainis Row IV: Re-Elected
David Myers
Press Web Editor

By now you guys probably realized that I 
have a thing for remakes. Well, you’re right 
and this is no exception! I’m a long time fan 
of the Saints Row series, and hearing that the 
most recent installment was being redone 
made me giggle violently for a solid minute 
or two. The first time I played through SR4, 
it was on a sub-par computer, in a terrible 
resolution, with a terrible frame rate. All in 
all, it wasn’t the smoothest, most gratifying 
way to play a game. And you know what? I 
loved every minute. The second I was able to, 
I scooped up the remake and dug in for days. 
Everything was smooth, the resolution wasn’t 
equivalent to a Gameboy, and best of all, the 
Xbox didn’t overheat and melt itself. (But that 
did only happen once so I’ve decided to count 
the melting incident as an outlier.) Anyway, 
let’s talk about Saints Row IV: Re-Elected.

The fourth installment in the bestselling 
sandbox series sees the player, a gang leader, 
become the President of the United States— 
wait, just wait. It gets better; seriously, just keep 
reading. Aliens then come down, abduct every 
human that they deem worthy, and blow up 
the rest of the planet. Seriously. Doing what 
can only be described as going completely 
off the rocker, the series goes from wacky to 
complete and total lunacy, and it works. If any 
other series tried something as ridiculous as 
this, it would be comparable to jumping the 
shark. Only Saints Row would make it seem 
normal. I will now continue a summary of 
the story so we all don’t completely lose our 
minds. After your abduction, it seems all hope 
is lost, until you realize the world you now live 
in is all a simulation. Your friend who made 
it out rescues you and puts you on a path to 
redemption and revenge. The alien leader of 
the Zin empire, Zinyak, comes close to the 
top of the list for most evil, yet most comical,

villain. A good comparison would be the 
Joker, although Zinyak, despite blowing up 
billions of people, doesn’t feel quite as evil as 
Joker, which would be tough, considering the 
Joker is a Grade A looney. The only thing that 
can counter his chaotic evil is your chaotic 
good. Using the simulation to your advantage, 
you’re able to give yourself super powers, like 
high jumps, super speed, and telekinesis. 
With your new-found strength, you can take 
on the Zin empire, and hopefully, save what’s 
left of the human race.

When the publisher of the previous 
installment of the series went bankrupt in 
2012, fans of the Saints Row series panicked. 
What would happen to the franchise? Who will 
make SR4i Will we ever see the Saints again? 
Fortunately for the fans, publisher Deep Silver 
stepped up, took the series, and resurrected it. 
Unfortunately, the previous developer, THQ, 
went bankrupt during the development cycle 
of Saints Row the Third, and at the time had 
no real plans for the next game. This means 
that what was originally intended to be an 
add-on for SR3, became the premise of an 
entirely new game. This is why everything 
takes place in the same exact map, and 
graphics showed no dramatic improvement. 
This wasn’t exactly an appreciated realization 
for the fans. They wanted new maps and 
new characters. Because of this, some long
time fans of the series didn’t really appreciate 
the direction Saints Row was going. Most of 
the negative reviews of this game come from 
the disgruntled former fans and the purists 
who wish that their Saints stayed hardcore, 
rather than becoming politicians. These fans 
generally weren’t too big on SR3, where it was 
first apparent the series was going the wacky 
direction. Just to piss off the anti-wackiness 
fans, within the first 15 minutes of SR4, you

are climbing a nuclear missile, mid-flight, 
with Aerosmith playing as a soundtrack. I 
personally knew at that moment that this was 
going to be a fantastic game.

What made SR 4 great? First and foremost, 
the fluidity and ease of the new superpowers. 
The only thing that was taken out of the game 
is the grenade functionality, and it doesn’t take 
a genius to realize superpowers are at least a 
little better than grenades. Another thing that 
made the game stand out was its use of satire. 
The entire premise of the game is a direct play 
on the Matrix trilogy, and very few missions 
go without the use of some puns or parody. 
On the downside, your new superpowers

MY CARE 
MY WAY
IS birth control 

without cojzay

a:Planned 
Parenthood8

11^^ Care. No matter what.

Planned Parenthood of 
West and Northern Michigan

Located at 1135 East 8th Street, just a 1/2 mile from campus.

take away from one of the most in-depth 
vehicle customization systems in the industry. 
Everything on every vehicle is customizable, 
but you will never use it because your super 
sprint is twice as fast as the fastest car. The one 
mission in the simulation before attaining 
powers is your only taste of the vehicles. As 
a fan of cars and racing, I loved cars in SR3; 
they were all I used, and that functionality is 
sorely missed.

All in all, Saints Row 4: Re-Elected was a 
wonderful trip back to the city of Steelport, 
where gangsters and aliens roam free, and the 
President kicks butt 24/7.

Saints Row 4: Re-Elected-. 9/10

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT ONLINE AT 
ppwnm.org
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Union Showdown
Find out March 12 if unionization effort succeeds

Rebecca Reynolds
Press News Editor

The battle lines are drawn. Non-supervising faculty at 
Northwestern Michigan College are voting by secret mail-in 
ballot on whether or not to unionize. The non-supervising 
faculty will mail their ballots by March 11 to MERC, the 
Michigan Employment Relations Commission. Results of 
the vote will be counted on March 12, and both the non
supervising faculty and NMC will learn who won the opening 
salvo.

If NMC's 88 full-time and four part-time non-supervising 
faculty vote to unionize, they will become the 26th Michigan 
community college whose workers are collectively organized. 
Currently, NMC is one of only three schools statewide without 
union representation at the faculty or administrative level.

If the unionizing effort succeeds, the MEA union, Michigan 
Education Association, would form a bargaining unit 
comprised of a selection of the faculty union members. They 
will then apply for certification from MERC. Once certified, 
the bargaining unit would formulate their first proposal on 
behalf of the faculty regarding terms of employment. NMC’s 
administration will also form a bargaining unit to be certified 
by MERC and prepare their proposal. The collective bargaining 
participants are not required to be NMC staff. Once the first 
proposals are recognized, the collective bargaining would 
commence in the hopes of forming a collective bargaining 
agreement (a contract between the non-supervising faculty 
and NMC).

Faculty casting ballots are tight-lipped: they will not talk on 
the record about their reasons to unionize. However, they have 
made it clear in open meetings and off-campus conversations 
with the White Pine Press that they felt discouraged and insulted 
by the actions of President Tim Nelson and the NMC Board 
of Directors. Before the fall 2014 semester, Nelson announced 
that falling enrollment and dwindling funds allocated by the 
State of Michigan had prompted the college to raise tuition 
and freeze faculty salary increases.

Nelson also admitted during a faculty conference on Aug. 
18 that he could have been clearer in his communication 
with faculty regarding the faculty employment realignment 
intentions. Still, some faculty viewed the lack of sharing 
information and details of the action plan as insulting 
and manipulative. For them, NMC’s system of “shared 
governance” has failed. Instructors believe they did not have 
the opportunity to voice their opinions and be more involved. 
The desire to unionize is not about the money, according to 
the non-supervising faculty. They believe their insights and 
resources were intentionally passed over—leaving them out of 
the discussion and planning that directly affects them.

During the Feb. 16 open listening session held by NMC, 
one faculty member addressed her ongoing dismay, which 
has affected instructors’ overall involvement with NMC. 
Apparently, many instructors who once served on committees 
are no longer willing. She also expressed concerns that a 
continuing malaise could affect the student body if balance is 
not restored.

NMC’s brass has been careful not to fan the flames 
of discontent since the unionizing effort gathered steam. 
However, NMC director of human resources Aaron Beach 
has sent several employee-wide emails—ostensibly on behalf 
of the president and the board—that attempt to discourage 
faculty from voting favorably to unionize.

On Feb. 20, Beach wrote that voting faculty must not 
“let someone else decide whether it is worth risking the loss

of wages and benefits in collective bargaining by a third 
party who does not know you, this College, or our culture; 
or let someone else decide the future of NMC.” Beach was 
clearly referring to the MEA, which would support the non
supervising faculty bargaining unit in the collective bargaining 
negotiations. Beach did not return calls to the White Pine Press 
to discuss his emails.

NMC’s administration and board of directors have the 
daily task of acting in what they perceive as the best interest of 
the college. With the economic shifts, enrollment and tuition 
adjustments, and new program initiatives, keeping pace is 
paramount to the success of NMC.

Writer’s note
In light of the faculty unionization vote, the outside 

world may perceive the NMC community as plagued with 
communication issues. Is it possible that the communication 
issues stem from dissatisfaction with the substance of what is 
being communicated between the administration and faculty?

Communication surrounds everything. Levels of 
communication range from strong to the seemingly void. 
Ironically, the intentional absence of communication leading 
up to the unionization vote has fed perplexing misinformation 
and erroneous assumptions.

The NMC administration and much of the faculty have 
found themselves at loggerheads. Whatever the outcome, it 
is clear that communication will need to be open, direct and 
respectful to alleviate the growing tensions that are relatively 
new to the NMC community.

Meanwhile, the history of unions has deep roots in 
Michigan, particularly in the state’s world-famous automobile 
industry. For some, the thought of union representation 
conjures the fear of losing control. Are some of NMC’s 
administration playing on that fear to dissuade a majority of 
faculty from voting to unionize? Possibly, but the attempt to 
control the unknown with fear tactics is an external focus and 
not worthy of anyone’s time or effort.

On March 12, or shortly thereafter, we will all know 
the outcome. Stay tuned for future coverage of NMC’s 
unionization bid in future editions of the White Pine Press.

MEA VOTE TOTAL

Letter from HR
The following is an email sent to all NMC faculty and 

staff on Feb. 20, as faculty were voting on whether or not to 
unionize. Director of human resources Aaron Beach did not 
respond to White Pine Press requests to elaborate on this, or 
two previous emails, about the organizing effort.

Dear Friends and Colleagues,

This is to remind you to vote in the union election. To be 
counted, the Michigan Employment Relations Commission 
(“MERC”) must receive your mailed-in ballot no later than 
5:00 p.m., March 11, 2015. Ballots received by MERC after 
that will not be counted. Because all eligible faculty will be 
bound by the results of the election, all votes matter.

Each eligible faculty member should vote based on what 
each believes to be in his/her best interest, and must not:

- let someone else decide whether there will be a union 
representing him/her

- let someone else decide whether it is worth risking the 
loss of wages and benefits in collective bargaining by a third- 
party who does not know you, this College, or our culture; or

- let someone else decide the future of NMC.

- Remember, it is a majority of those who vote that decides 
the election. Every vote matters!

Be sure to fill out and return your election ballots to 
MERC by March 11,2015.

The College encourages all eligible faculty to ask questions, 
determine for themselves whether a union is necessary at 
NMC, and to cast an informed vote. If you have questions 
about the election, please contact me.

Aaron Beach
Director of Human Resources
Northwestern Michigan College
Office of Human Resources 

1701 E. Front Street 
Traverse City, MI 49686

Office: 231-995-1342
Cell: 989-350-8951 

Fax: 231-995-1590 
E-mail: abeach@nmc.edu
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What Readers are 
Saying on Facebook

CAMPUS QUOTES
Compiled by Kat Trumbull and Cassandra Chase

In the last White Pine Press issue, the cover story, “How Porn Affects Relationships,” made 
heads turn and prompted criticism. The following Facebook comments were made by some 
passionate Traverse City-ians! You can check the story on the White Pine Press website and like 
us, or hate us on facebook.

What is your favorite Dr. Seuss 
Book of all time? And why?

I Yes. The article is fine I suppose. But take a look at this image.
The woman is in a sexualized, demeaning pose. She is a piece of flesh, that is all. 
In a country where one in five women are raped on campus, what does it say 
when the student newspaper puts out such an image? Women, we dont expect 
you to succeed in academia or in life. All you are good for is getting fCS 'id.
17 February at 14:18 ■ Like ■ i‘; 1

■iBHP When you're dying alone, porn is the only thing you have 
17 February at 11:22 • Like ■ k2/1

£ For me, H's not about winning an argument. I am 
just absolutely broken hearted for the sisters, mothers, and daughters out there 
suffering from this epidemic that has been created by the porn industry. Much of 
the pom on the Internet is from victims of sex trafficking. Like purchasing 
something from a store creates a demand for that item, viewing porn creates a 
demand for more pom to be produced. Money is being made all around the world 
through kidnapping and raping of women in order to create more porn. If we 
decrease the demand for pom, there will be less need for humans to be trafficked. 
This whole thing reminds me of the atrocities of Nazi Germany. Many times 
people will say, "how could they have just let that happen?" I think hundreds of 
years In the future people will say, "how could people look at porn when they 
knew If was creating more of a demand for sex trafficking?"

"Wocket in my Pocket, I really liked that it 
rhymed. We always had Dr. Seuss and Disney 
books growing up. I would read them to my little 
brothers."

KATELYN REED
Liberal Arts

“Sneetches, because my mom would read it to 
me over and over again. It was a very important 

life lesson."

18 February at 13:31 • Edited Like

■1^1 Being offended doesn't constitute an argument. I thought the 
article was vary lair. I think when writing at any college newspaper you're bound 
to offend someone.
18 February at 17:15 Unlike (2) 1

| Great artidell Takes a stab at a topic that's extremely relevant 
but people are too uncomfortable to talk about. People either like It or they don't 
as with anything and If they don't like it, they should simply not read It and quit 
wasting time trying to argue. I say keep pushing people's buttonsl 
18 February at 16:15 - Unlike - <51

COLLIN MATTS
Pre-med

lb . Hmmm I'm neither shocked nor offended. Good article 
though. You presented the different sides well. Maybe they felt under represented. 

18 February at 14:23 Unlike si 1

WRITE US A LETTER

"I like Green Eggs and Ham. I just remember my 
mom reading it to me a lot."

SHANE WILSON
Undecided

OUR POLICY: White Pine Press 
accepts letters to the editor from 
members of the college and 
community. Letters should be less 
than 400 words, typewritten, and 
signed with your name, address and 
phone number. Letters may be edited 
for clarity, grammar, spelling and 
length. Opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of The White Pine 
Press staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686
BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 
BY FAX: (231)995-2110

“Oh, the Places You'll Go! Come on, have you 
seen all of the illustrations? I mean think of all 

the places you can go!"

VALARIE GULDE
Badassery

Non-Discrimination Policy Notice
Northwestern Michigan College is committed to a policy of equal opportunity for 

all persons and does not unlawfully discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, religion, disability, genetic information, height, weight, marital status or veteran 
status in employment, educational programs and activities, and admissions, nmc.edu/ 
nondiscrimination

RANDY WEBSTER
Freshwater Studies

"I use to have all of them as a kid. It's hard to pick 
a favorite, probably Green Eggs and Ham. No one 
actually eats green eggs and ham."
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Harper Lee to Release Sequel to Mockingbird
I Kat Trumbull
| Press Editor in Chief

Fifty-five years ago, Harper Lee published 
her Pulitzer Prize winning novel, To Kill A 
Mockingbird. Since the success of her work, 
the novel has been taught in high school 
classes across the country and was adapted 
into an Oscar-Nominated film. Lee has won 
several awards, including the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom for her portrayal of civil 
rights in 195O's Alabama, presented to her by 
former President George W. Bush. For half 
a century, fans have been anxiously awaiting 
the arrival of another book by Lee, and their 
prayers have finally been answered.

This month, HarperCollins Publishing 
announced that Lee will be releasing a 
sequel to Mockingbird. Go Set a Watchman 
follows an adult Scout Finch as she travels 
from New York to Maycomb, Alabama to 
visit her father, Atticus, 20 years after the 
events of Boo Radley’s trial. According to the 
publisher, Scout “is forced to grapple with 
issues both personal and political as she tries 
to understand her father’s attitude toward 
society, and her own feelings about the place 
where she was born and spent her childhood.” 
The title is inspired by Isaiah 21:6: “For

■s
FAST.
TASTY.

pn!
1217 E. FRONT ST. 

231.929.2999

SERIOUS DELIVERY!

thus hath the Lord said unto me, Go, set a 
watchman, let him declare what he seeth,” 
which alludes to Scout’s view of her father as 
the moral compass (watchman) of Maycomb. 
Watchman is set to be released exactly 55 
years and three days after Mockingbird was 
published and can be purchased on July 14, 
2015. The novel is already the number one 
bestseller in America, as it can be pre-ordered 
on Amazon for 40 percent off.

Eighty-eight year old Lee began writing 
Watchman five years before Mockingbird was 
published, but set it aside when her publisher 
suggested giving Scout the perspective of 
a child. The manuscript was lost until the 
fall of 2014 when Lee’s lawyer discovered it 
and pushed the aging author to publish. The 
work is being released in its original version 
with no edits or revisions, just as Lee wanted. 
Through the years after Mockingbird, Lee 
tried desperately to write a follow-up novel; 
the closest to being released was entitled The 
Long Goodbye, but it remained unfinished. In 
1964, Lee stated, “I never expected any sort 
of success with Mockingbird. I was hoping for 
a quick and merciful death at the hands of

the reviewers but, at the same time, I sort of 
hoped someone would like it enough to give 
me encouragement. Public encouragement. I 
hoped for a little, as I said, but I got rather 
a whole lot, and in some ways this was just

We got to see each character grow 
as human beings in the short time 
span of one book; now we're being

taken 20 years further and we'll get to 
see the progression of the characters 

that we've come to know and love 
even more. What's not to be excited

about?"

about as frightening as the quick, merciful 
death I’d expected.”

In her old age, Lee is currently residing in 
an assisted-living facility in her hometown, 
Monroeville, Alabama. Close friends and 
confidantes are being portrayed by several 
media sources as purposely taking advantage 
of the author in her state of declining health. 
BBC News reports, “...reactions also included 
concern about why Lee had allowed it to be 
published. The news comes two months after 
Lee’s lawyer sister Alice - who had protected 
her sibling’s privacy - died.” The suspicion is 
widespread, with several fans boycotting the 
book and demanding a press release from 
the now-deaf National Treasure, Harper Lee 
herself. To thwart off these rumors, historian 
and childhood friend of Lee’s, Wayne Flynt, 
tells the Associated Press that the “narrative of 
senility, exploitation of this helpless little old 
lady is just hogwash. It’s just complete bunk.” 
Flynt also says that he found Lee capable of 
giving consent and that she was astonished by 
the discovery of her old writing and excited to 
share it with the world.

Fans are excited for the new novel, 
especially since a large number of Lee’s 
admirers first read her work early in their 
high school careers. Recent high school 
graduate, David Mund, says, “I remember 
reading To Kill a Mockingbird as a freshman. 
We were told, initially, nothing about it. All 
we knew was that it was curriculum, and that 
we’d be reading it over the next few weeks.” 
When asked how he remembers feeling when 
introduced to Mockingbird, Mund continues: 
“As we read on, though, it became something 
so much more than that to the entire class. 
We were thrown into a time much different 
than our own. We were immersed into a 
culture where people abandoned the thought 
of acceptance because of skin color, religious 
affiliation, etc. It was such an interesting 
experience to read about a time where people 
couldn’t just live for happiness, and it’s so

great to see how far we’ve come as a society.” 
Since Mund’s freshman year, schools have 
continued to teach the novel and Mund is in 
full support. “I believe it’s more important 
than ever to teach Mockingbird in schools. 
We’re living in a time now where different 
ideals and understandings are starting to shine 
under the light of the public eye, like gay 
rights. If we abandon the practice of equality 
now, then there will be no hope for future 
generations. Same book, different chapter.” 
Mund is also as excited as any fan could be 
for Lee’s new release. “I’m incredibly excited 
to hear that Harper Lee is reintroducing the 
Mockingbird universe. We got to see each 
character grow as human beings in the short 
time span of one book; now we’re being 
taken 20 years further and we’ll get to see the 
progression of the characters that we’ve come 
to know and love even more. What’s not to be 
excited about?”

High school English teacher, Christopher 
Schram, agrees that Mockingbird should 
be taught in his class. “[It] is an amazing 
story. The novel is set in the rural south of 
the 1930s and a number of social issues 
intertwine themselves throughout the story: 
racism, gender equality, poverty, education, 
being a single parent, and morality. When 
it was published in the early 1960s, the 
United States was experiencing a lot of these 
same social issues, predominantly the Civil 
Rights Movement. Readers could easily 
relate to the tale of what was happening in 
rural Alabama in the 1930s because it was 
still happening in the 1960s. Guess what? All 
of these issues are still happening in 2015, 
making To Kill a Mockingbird as relevant a 
tale today as it was 55 years ago. ...Everyone 
who reads this novel, not just students, can 
learn a great deal about becoming a better 
person and positive contributor to society.” 
Schram then discussed the relation between 
Scout’s life and Lee’s life, both being the 
daughter of a small town attorney in the 
time of civil rights movements. He believes 
Watchman will feature the same similarities 
between Scout’s adult years and the author’s. 
“I think it would be difficult for Ms. Lee not 
to draw on references from her own life in 
the new novel. Given the timeframe, it takes 
place in the 1950s, about the time Ms. Lee 
was writing Mockingbird. She lived through 
events first-hand that she will be relating to 
in her new novel and an adult Scout. It seems 
very likely.”

Finally, fans’ prayers have been answered 
and the beloved Harper Lee is returning 
with a long-awaited second novel. Now dig 
up your old copies of Scout’s adventure, 
brush up on the storyline, and get ready for 
a whole new tale of Scout Finch in Go Set a 
Watchman.

©2013 JIMMY JOHN S FRANCHISE. LLC ILL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Boyhood on Motherhood
Local mom identifies with Patricia Arquette's feminist oscar speech

Kat Trumbull
Press Editor in Chief

On Feb. 22, the 87th Academy Awards 
aired on ABC to over 36.6 million viewers 
worldwide. Several deserving actors, 
actresses, directors, and behind the scenes 
artists were granted the ultimate film award 
nicknamed Oscar. It seemed that 2015 was 
the year of dedicating your award to the 
social cause you hold dear to your heart. 
Eddie Redmayne dedicated his award for 
Best Actor to ALS research. John Legend 
and Common dedicated their award for Best 
Original Song to the fight against injustice 
in racial prejudice, and Birdman director 
Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu dedicated his 
award for Best Picture to better treatment 
for immigrants in America. Each acceptance 
speech made the subjects feel accepted 
and understood in the film community, 
and women were not exempt from this 
acceptance. Patricia Arquette, the night’s 
winner of the Best Supporting Actress award, 
brought a theatre of women, notably Meryl 
Streep and Jennifer Lopez, to their feet as she 
address the pay inequality between sexes.

“To every woman who gave birth,” 
Arquette exclaimed strongly, “To every 
taxpayer and citizen of this nation, we have 
fought for everybody else’s equal rights. It’s 
our time to have wage equality once and for 
all and equal rights for women in the United 
States of America!” The 46-year-old actress 
won her award for playing Mason’s mom 
in the 12-year epic, Boyhood. Her role as 
Olivia portrayed a grieving mother trying 
to make ends meet as she diligently tries to 
support her family by marrying, re-marrying, 
and doing the best she can until it tears her 
apart. Huffington Post praised the motherly 
figure. “Her performance was seen as an 
array of maternal grief, manifesting, as Slate 
noted, ‘empty-nest syndrome as a full-blown 
existential crisis’.” Arquette’s well-formed 
words at the Academy Awards lit a fire in 
women around the world, including mothers 
who felt her portrayal of motherhood was 
a quintessential part of the 12-year story of 
growing up.

Traverse City mom, Heather Schalge, has 
been a single mother of two kids for four 
and a half years with a 12-year-old son and 
a nine-year-old daughter. Schalge has also 
owned her own title-searching business for 
11 years and is lucky enough to do her work 
from home, but she gets out of the house to 
work on her organizing business. Between 
two businesses and two children, Schalge’s 
schedule is extremely full. “On days I have 
my children, we are up at 6 a.m. We get ready 
for school and I drive them to school which 
is 25 minutes one-way on clear-road days.

After making the hour round-trip to school, I 
come home and work for about an hour and 
then I head to the gym to work out.” Schalge 
describes her memorized routine further. 
“I come back home and get back to work, 
sometimes throwing in a load of laundry or 
cleaning up the dishes from breakfast. Some 
days I go meet an organizing client and put 
in a few hours at their home. After school 
we are dropping off a friend at gymnastics, 
running errands, or [my kids] are coming 
with me to a job site or a workout because I 
didn’t have enough time to fit it all in before 
3:00. Then we eat dinner, go through our 
night-time rituals and they go to bed around 
9:00. I usually am up until 11:00 finishing 
up work and preparing plans and projects 
for the next day.” Life can get pretty crazy 
for a mom on the go. Working and raising 
children can be hectic, but it can also affect 
the relationship between mother and child 
like it did in Boyhood between Arquette’s 
character and her son Mason, played by Ellar 
Coltrane.

“I have been making a conscious effort 
to try to get errands and work done before 
they come home from school so we can just 
stay home and have family time [but] I’m still 
working toward that goal.” Schalge discusses 
the strains working a full day can put on her 
relationship with her children, but luckily her 
kids understand that she can’t always be Super 
Mom. “The kids are getting old enough now 
to help around the house and that has been 
great. We are able to discuss what it is to be 
responsible for ourselves, our belongings, our 
finances, and to help each other. My children 
know that I am only one person and that we 
all have to work together to get things done.” 
Being only one person is the hardest part of 
being a single mother. “ [I don’t have] a back
up to pick up the slack. Everything falls on 
my shoulders. I have to earn the money, pay 
all the bills, maintain the car and the house, 
prepare the meals, clean the home, clean the 
yard, go to school functions, volunteer in the 
classrooms, do the shopping, have play-time 
with the kids, get homework done, drive 
them around, teach them life lessons, and 
try to find the time just to sit and relax with 
them and just watch them be kids.”

Patricia Arquette’s main goal as the 
mother in Boyhood was to raise her children 
to be the best they could be—the same goal 
as every mother on the planet. Her character 
was divorced and the father had weekend 
visitation rights, which had gone unused 
as the irresponsible adult/undiscovered 
musician was “somewhere in Alaska” trying 
to find himself.

Schalge finds herself somewhat lucky for 
joint-custody, as it gives her “adult time.” She 
explains, “When I don’t have the children, I 
get catch up days. I get time to finish things 
I can’t when they are here and I also have a 
chance to go out with friends and have adult 
time. It gives me a chance to continue to 
work on myself and work towards achieving 
my goals. I have decided that even though I 
am a single parent, that doesn’t mean I can’t 
have an exceptional life. I work really hard 
on improving myself and my situation. I 
want to show my children that if you want 
something, you can have it if you put in the

You think you may be 
pregnant and you 
want to know for sure.

You have other questions

too....

How far along am I?

How much time do I have to decide what I'm going to do?

Pregnancy Care Center offers free, confidential 

pregnancy testing & ultrasound that can 

answer these questions & so many more.

Call us today: We're here to help you find 

the answers.

Pregnancy 
:are Center

(231)-929-3488

effort.”
Arquette’s Oscar speech inspired women 

across the nation to do the best they can as 
women and mothers. Her performance as an 
aging mother doing her best can be seen in 
nearly every household around the globe and 
a mother’s love for her children can be felt on 
the big screen as well as in our hometown. 
“ [My children] are growing up so fast and I 
want to enjoy it,” Schalge perfectly explains 
the love of all mothers toward their children. 
“I have so much more to teach them, and 
I look forward to all they have to teach me 
too."

www. know4su re.org
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Laureen Horan
Press Staff Writer

March 2 may seem like any average Monday to you, but for 
children, parents and educators across the country, March 
2 is recognized as National Read Across America Day. The 
observance also coincides with the birthday of esteemed 

children’s author, Dr. Seuss.
Theodore Seuss Geisel was born in 1904 in the 

quaint town of Springfield, Massachusetts. He took his 
first art class as a freshman in high school and fell in love with 
drawing and making cartoons and comics. Geisel attended 
Dartmouth College and adopted his famous pseudonym after 
getting kicked off the staff of Dartmouth College’s humor 
magazine, the Jack-O-Lantern, after he was caught drinking 

bootleg gin with his pals and was forced to resign from 
extracurricular activities at school. He started signing his work with 

the pen name “Seuss” to hide it from his editor. After obtaining his 
degree at Dartmouth, Geisel almost earned his doctorate in English 
literature, but his wife, Helen, encouraged him to pursue his artistic 
talents instead. Dartmouth awarded Geisel an honorary doctorate in 
1956, and he added “Dr.” to his pen name as a way to acknowledge 
his father’s dreams for him. A known perfectionist, Geisel would 
sometimes spend months or even up to a year creating one book. 
Despite this, he somehow found time to write over 45 well-known 
children’s books during his colorful career.

There are many things about Dr. Seuss 
that most people don’t know. His pen- 
name is usually pronounced as “soose” but

Geisel himself noted that it is actually 
pronounced “soice,” rhyming with the 
word “voice.” Another interesting fact is 
that Geisel supported the war effort in the 
1940’s by designing posters for the Treasury 

- _ i Department and the War Production
Board. He joined the army as a captain in 1943,

oversaw the Animation Department of the First Motion Picturi 
Unit, and created a number of training films and propaganda 
movies. Two of his films, Design for Death and Gerald McBoing 
Boing, were produced by the United Productions of Americ 
company, which also made the World War II training films 
Both films won Academy Awards. Additionally, Seuss drew ove 
400 political cartoons for PM, a liberal New York newspaper.

Geisel had very strong political views which were evident ii 
his work. He was a liberal Democrat and a supporter of forme 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt and the “New Deal.” His earl; 
political cartoons show a passionate opposition to fascism, ant 
he urged action against it both before and after the Unitet 
States entered World War II. Geisel also supported the Japanese 
American internment during World War II. His poor treatmen 
of the Japanese and Japanese Americans strikes many reader 
as a moral blind spot. After the war, though, Geisel overcami 
his feelings of animosity, using his book Horton Hears a Who 
(1954) as an allegory for the Hiroshima bombing and th< 
American post-war occupation of Japan, as well as dedicatinj 
the book to a Japanese friend. Additionally, the quote “a person’ 
a person no matter how small” from Horton Hears a Who! ha 
been widely used as a slogan for Pro-Life campaigns.

Though Dr. Seuss never had any children of his own, he i 
most famous for his children's books, which include The Cat it 
the Hat, Horton Hears a Who!, How the Grinch Stole Christmas 
One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish, and Green Eggs ant 
Ham. Surprisingly, Geisel never won the Caldecott or Newber; 
Medals. However, he was recognized with the Caldecott Hono 
three times: McElligot’s Pool (1947), Bartholomew and th 
Oobleck (1949), and If I Ran the Zoo (1950). His fanciful, fui 
language and imaginative drawings have interested both adult 
and children alike, and have encouraged kids to enjoy readinj 
and learning. For generations of the past and surely man;

Graphic by Autumn Hilden
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• generations to come, we will see copies of 
t Seuss stories on bookshelves around the 

world. On Feb. 19, it was announced that 
i an unpublished Dr. Seuss manuscript 
. for a childrens book entitled What Pet 
r Should I Get? will be published and 

released for sale on July 28. It will be the 
i first genuine Seuss publication since My 
r Many Colored Days in 1996.
r To honor 'Theodore Seuss Geisel and his 
1 contributions to children’s literature, the National
1 Education Association pushed to declare an official 

observance that would celebrate reading across the
t country. The first ever National Read Across America
s Day was held on March 2, 1998. Read Across America
: Day promotes reading, of course, particularly for 
' children and young adults. Many schools, libraries, and 
: community centers across the United States participate 
; by bringing people together to take part in reading 
s books. Various reading activities and events are held 
s across the country on this day. Some students take part 

in a Read Across America channel designed to showcase 
s student and educator videos around the country. Others
2 make reading pledges, organize book fairs, or read aloud 
, to groups of people.
i This year on March 2, the White Pine Press encourages 

you to find a nook and read a book. Whether it’s old, new,
r dramatic or fancy, if it’s about dragons or if it’s about dancing. 
e Read as much as your heart desires, read by a fountain or read 
l by a fire. Read standing up, or read sitting down. Read in a car,
s read on the ground. Read a book and you will see how much 
j fun reading can really be!

*
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50 Shades of an Abusive Relationship
I Laureen Horan
| Press Staff Writer

Ever since E.L. James’ erotic novel series 50 
Shades of Grey was published in 2011, it has 
been the topic of many heated debates. With 
the recent release of the theatrical version of 
the first novel, many people have voiced their 
opinions on the books and movie. Setting all 
opinions aside, the White Pine Press would 
like to dive into the aspects of real BDSM 
relationships and the undeniable statistics of 
domestic and sexual violence to explain why 
50 Shades is not only a misrepresentation 
of real-life BDSM relationships, but also a 
romanticized story of sexual and domestic 
abuse.

For those who have avoided the hype 
caused by the books and movie, 50 Shades of 
Grey is a “love” story between a young, virgin 
college girl, Ana, and an equally young but 
extremely successful billionaire tycoon named 
Christian Grey. As the story progresses, 
we realize that Grey is a very emotionally- 
disconnected individual whose main hobby 
is having kinky sex in his “red room.” The 
reason why the series is so popular is because 
every single human on this planet is a sexual 
being, and most people have strong sexual 
desires. The sex scenes are very detailed and 
exciting to read, but the kinky sex is not even 
the “bad” part of the book. Many people 
speaking out against the novel find more to 
dislike than graphic sex scenes. 50 Shades is 
a very poor representation of what BDSM 
relationships are really like.

BDSM is a condensed abbreviation for 
bondage and discipline, dominance and 
submission, and sadism and masochism. 
There are two roles in a BDSM relationship: 
the dominant and the submissive. This is 
the central tension of the books: Ana loves 
Christian, but she doesn’t want to be his 
submissive; Christian loves Ana, but he’s a

control freak who is turned on by violent sex. 
Any individual that is part of a real BDSM 
relationship knows that there are healthy, 
ethical ways to consensually combine sex 
and pain. All of them require self-knowledge, 
communication skills, and emotional 
maturity in order to make the sex safe and 
mutually gratifying. The main problem is 
that 50 Shades casually associates hot sex 
with violence but without any of this safety 
context. In order to be Christian’s submissive, 
Ana is expected to sign a lengthy and detailed 
contract that, among other requirements, 
requires that she exercise four days a week 
with a trainer provided by Christian (and 
who will report to Christian on her progress), 
eat only from a list of foods Christian supplies 
her with, get eight hours of sleep a night and 
begin taking birth control so Christian will 
not have to wear condoms. Sometimes, Ana 
says yes to sex that she’s not comfortable with 
because she’s too shy to speak her mind or 
because she’s afraid of losing Christian. She 
gives consent when he wants to inflict pain, 
but that doesn’t prevent her from being 
harmed.

There are many instances in the story 
where Ana is frightened by Christian and 
fears for her life when she is around him, yet 
the book makes this fear look desirable and 
sexy. This is a troubling fantasy in American 
culture, where one in five women will be raped 
within their lifetime, where nearly 40 percent 
of those rapes will happen to women aged 
18 to 24, and where troubling evidence of 
casual attitudes toward rape—such as in 2010 
when a number of male Ivy League students 
thought it was okay to chant “no means yes, 
yes means anal” on their campus—is not 
uncommon. The pleasure that Christian gets 
from being dominant over Ana is evident

even when they’re not having sex. He thinks 
he owns Ana because she willingly allows 
him to control many aspects of her life. He 
does not see her as a human being to love 
and care for; he sees her as an object that is 
used for sexual needs. Ana’s desire to please 
Christian apparently includes subjecting 
herself to verbal and emotional abuse from 
him, because any time she tries to stand up to 
him—which isn’t often—he berates her, guilt 
trips her and beats her down verbally until she 
apologizes and submits to him. In one of the 
sexual scenes, she uses the “safe word” in the 
Red Room of Pain so he will stop, but he does 
not. He is not concerned with her well-being 
or why she felt the need to use the safe word. 
He only cares about how it affects him.

Some fans of the series claim that 
Christian’s behavior is justified because 
Christian was sexually abused as a child, 
and by the third novel he seems to be able 
to control himself more. However, this is a 
fictional story. In real life, many men who 
are sexually obsessive and violent do not 
get the help they need, and so women like 
Ana are subject to sexual mistreatment, 
physical/emotional/verbal abuse, and even 
death. According to DomesticAbuseShelter. 
org, approximately 4,000 women die each 
year due to domestic violence. Of the total 
domestic violence homicides, about 75% of 
the victims were killed as they attempted to 
leave the relationship or after the relationship 
had ended. Seventy-three percent of male 
abusers were abused as children. We would 
not justify this in real life, so why pay to 
support a movie that makes this violence 
seem acceptable?

We are living in a society where sexual 
assault and domestic violence affects nearly all 
men and women. By praising and supporting

MR. GREY WILL 
SEE YOU NOW

a novel in which rape, assault, a lack of 
consent and verbal and emotional abuse are 
romanticized and portrayed as acceptable and 
desirable, people are allowing these serious, 
traumatic incidences to be downplayed and 
not taken seriously. What people choose to 
read and watch is their choice, and if they 
think this is the kind of entertainment they 
want to pay to see and support, then that’s also 
their decision. However, there is undeniable 
evidence throughout each of these “love story” 
novels to prove that Ana and Christian do not 
have a healthy, consensual relationship. The 
White Pine Press encourages anyone who is 
considering whether to watch the movie or 
not, please do not. Put your money toward 
something better than the Hollywood version 
of sexual and domestic assault.

______
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Take Me Out to Comerica
I Emily Lechowicz
| Senior Editor

The man with the electronic scanner verifies your ticket 
with a beep: you’re in the park. You walk next to thousands 
of other fans, all proudly sporting the team’s colors. Orange, 
navy and gray are the shades you all bleed. You walk through 
the terminal to your section: Row 103, Seat 12 to be exact. 
As you sit down, the smell of freshly cut grass whips through 
your nostrils, along with the aroma of salty popcorn and 
the waft of crisp Bud Light. You can see Justin Verlander in 
the bullpen, tucking his jersey into those one-size-too-small 
baseball pants, and if you look close enough, you can catch 
a glimpse of Brad Ausmus in the shade of the dugout with a 
mouthful of sunflower seeds. Over on the sidelines of right 
field, Miguel Cabrera takes a break from stretching to sign a 
baseball for a beaming young fan who just had his whole life 
made by meeting the grinning Venezuelan first baseman. Is 
this a dream? Pretty close. The date is Apr. 6, 2015: Opening 
Day for the Tigers at Comerica Park.

Let’s re-wind a little bit to the present day. Obviously it 
was cloudy when Mister Groundhog came out of his burrow 
this year, since the entire state of Michigan is currently under 
a thick blanket of snow. Hell, things are looking pretty gray 
right now all over the state, including downtown Detroit 
where Comerica Park resides. Will the Tigers be able to come 
out of hibernation in time to face the Minnesota Twins on 
Opening Day in April? No fear, for our boys are safe, warm 
and will be working hard soon, as Spring Training kicked off 
in Florida on Feb. 20.

Sunny Lakeland, Florida: the place where the 2015 Detroit

Tigers are working hard and preparing for their upcoming 
season, which shoots to a start next month.

Returning to the roster of course are some of Michigan’s, 
as well as America’s favorites. “Miggy” Cabrera, Ian Kinsler, 
V-Mart (Victor Martinez) and Justin Verlander’s smiling faces 
still hold their familiar spots on the starting lineup this year, 
and as usual, new ones make their way onto the 40-man roster.

In not so current news, starting pitchers Rick Porcello, 
Drew Smyly and Max Scherzer will not be returning as Tigers 
pitchers for the 2015 season (let’s all take a moment to shed 
a few tears—I know I sure did). Judging from last year’s 
bullpen relievers (Not pointing any fingers, cough, cough, Joe 
Nathan.), I bet we’re all excited to welcome a few new pitchers 
to our roster such as Alfredo Simon and Shane Greene, as they 
make their debut in the circle as Tigers this year. Simon, a 
right-handed pitcher traded by the Cincinnati Reds to the 
ball club, will bring advantages to our struggling bullpen. This 
starting pitcher with 15 wins in his first full season as a major 
league player won’t be the next Verlander with his stats of high 
strikeouts, but Simon does have a high average of balls put 
into play, meaning it will be up to the boys behind him to 
provide the put-outs. Another asset to the bullpen the Tigers 
have acquired is Shane Greene, a right-handed pitcher that 
Detroit snatched up in a trade with the New York Yankees 
back in December. The rookie impresses Tigers manager, 
Brad Ausmus, with his specialty slider and sinking fastball, 
which Greene used strategically to shut out the Tigers while 
he was still a Yankee during last year’s season. Both Alfredo

and Greene will be in the starting rotation for the Tigers in 
the 2015 season.

Do the Tigers have what it takes to win their fifth 
consecutive AL Central title this season? The odds are ever in 
their favor. As well as having a sound starting pitching lineup, 
the rest of Detroit’s roster is looking strong as ever. Joining 
the dynamic team that Cabrera, Martinez and J.D. Martinez 
make at the plate is Yoenis Cespedes, an outfielder who will 
make a sweet addition to the middle of the batting order. 
As long as Miggy and V-Mart don’t have any complications 
with their off-season surgeries, along with plenty of recovery 
time and successful spring training, the AL Central title is not 
looking too far away. Some favor the Kansas City Royals to 
win the title this year, after taking a trip to the World Series to 
face the San Francisco Giants in the 2014 season, but let’s not 
forget who has come out on top of the Central Division for the 
last half of a decade.

Now, let’s fast forward back to Apr. 6, 2015. Hopefully 
Mother Nature will be gentle on Comerica Park as the boys 
take their home field for the first time. Excitement awaits the 
Tigers on Opening Day, as the park will be planted with brand 
new, natural grass for the field on Mar. 17

New grass, new pitchers, but what isn’t new this season is 
the love for the game that Tiger fans have possessed for years 
and years. I know where I will be sitting on Opening Day: 
Comerica Park with a soft pretzel and score sheet in hand, 
and a baseball cap sported backwards on my head. Keep calm, 
Tigers fans. “April in the D” is rounding the corner.
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Healthy Recipes on a College Budget
Cassandra Chase
Press Staff Designer

It seems like no one knows how to cook for themselves 
these days. A lot of people think learning how to cook is really 
tricky, so they just give up and get Taco Bell. Taco Bell is 
delicious, but it can take a toll on the wallet and your tummy. 
Cooking is just like a choose-your-own-adventure book, but 
first you need to know where to find the ingredients. Once 
you know the basics of cooking, you can make pretty much 
anything in the kitchen! Cooking is such an amazing skill 
to have because it impresses everyone; food is the way to 
anyone’s heart.

First you need to make sure you have the right tools and 
pans for cooking. The problem with that is, if you don’t cook 
a lot, how would you have the right pots and pans? It’s okay; 
you guys probably have the basics. One medium pan (the 
one you use to make mac-n-cheese), one large pot (the one 
that is way too big to make mac-n-cheese), and a frying pan. 
Tools you will need is the sharpest knife you can find and

some handy dandy wooden spoons and spatulas. The rest is 
just minor details that you can explore later on. There are so 
many recipes online, but that’s extra work.

Next you need to decide what to cook. What are you really 
craving? Pizza? That is an easy recipe! The basic pizza dough 
is only two simple ingredients: plain Greek yogurt and self 
rising flour. There isn’t a measurement for this basic dough— 
just go with the pizza flow. Mix until it’s a little doughy and 
roll it out. If you are feeling adventurous, roll some string 
cheese into the crust for a cheese stuffed crust. For the pizza 
sauce, you can use condensed tomato soup and just add spices 
according to your preference. The rest is choose-your-own- 
adventure. You can put any toppings as you see fit. Baked in 
the oven at 250 degrees until the crust is golden brown.

With the cold weather you can make witches stew; it only 
has two ingredients: pigs feet and the souls of little children! 
Not really, but all you need is a bag of 15 different beans.

You can find it at Meijer for $2. Then you need a package of 
diced ham, usually that can be used for three to four different 
batches of stew. That will also be at Meijer for around $5. The 
package of the beans gives you two recipes: one is to let the 
beans set overnight and the other is to make it that day. Do 
the quick recipe. This is most important because the taste is 
completely different. You should have a delicious black stew 
that should last you for weeks.

Cooking really isn’t that hard; you just have to put some 
time into it. Just keep in mind, spices are your best friend in 
the kitchen. Always be aware of food safety and have a sharp 
knife. If your knife is dull, you’re putting more pressure and 
could cause more damage to yourself. Don’t be afraid to mess 
up on a recipe—hot sauce can fix almost any mistake. Just 
because you’re a broke college kid doesn’t mean you have to 
eat like one.

Empowering Youth, Empowering the World
(Jacob Wheeler
jPress Faculty Advisor

The rhythms and harmonies of Zulu 
culture filled Traverse City’s Lars Hockstad 
Auditorium on Feb. 18. Dubbed the “South 
African cultural ambassadors to the world” 
by the late Nelson Mandela, Ladysmith 
Black Mambazo chanted calls of peace and 
empowerment to a cadence that shook the 
wintry ground outside.

Those same songs of empowerment, 
which Paul Simon first made famous in the 
1980s in his Graceland album, helped end 
apartheid two decades ago. When Mandela 
was released from prison and traveled to Oslo 
in 1993 to accept the Nobel Peace Prize, he 
brought Ladysmith Black Mambazo with 
him to perform at the celebration. “Madiba” 
(Mandela’s tribal name) passed away in 
December 2013, but his revolutionary spirit 
travels the world through their music.

Empowerment in another form was on 
the lips of concert organizer Sam Porter 
in Traverse City. Porter’s event company, 
Porterhouse Productions, used this “evening 
in Africa” to kick off the Traverse City 
Youth Empowerment Project, a nonprofit 
whose mission is to give teens the chance to 
explore interests, gain skills, connect with 
their community and learn about themselves 
through mentoring kids, creating outlets for 
youth artists, and producing safe all-ages 
events, national touring artist concerts and 
more in Traverse City.

“When youth lead culture and when they 
want to do for fun, it is one of the most 
empowering experiences I have witnessed,” 
said Porter, who models the project after 
the Bozeman Youth Initiative, which was

founded by TV mogul Ted Turner. Porter 
left Montana seven years ago to return to 
his native Traverse City. “I want to help 
create this opportunity here in my home and 
looking for community to join us to build 
the project.”

Local youth empowerment was evident 
at the Ladysmith Black Mambazo concert. 
The local drum ensemble Deep Blue Water 
Samba Batucada rallied the crowd upon 
arrival. A youth art collaborative on the 
main stage featured the colors and crafts of 
African Zulu culture.
The local art students, 
in partnership with 
local art organizations, 
prepared the Zulu art 
after studying African 
history and culture.

Ladysmith Black 
Mambazo was
assembled in the early 
1960s in South Africa 
by Joseph Shabalala, 
then a young farmboy 
turned factory worker.
Ladysmith is the name 
of Joseph’s hometown, 
a small farming area 
between Durban and 
Johannesburg; black 
being a reference to the 
oxen, the strongest of 
all farm animals; and 
Mambazo, the Zulu 
word for chopping axe, 
a symbol of the group’s

ability to “chop down” any singing rival who 
might challenge them. Their collective voices 
were so tight and their harmonies so polished 
that by the end of the ’60s they were banned 
from competitions, although they were 
welcome to participate as entertainers.

During the 1970s, Ladysmith Black 
Mambazo established themselves as the most 
successful singing group in South Africa. In 
the mid-1980s, Paul Simon visited South 
Africa and incorporated the group’s rich 
tenor/alto/bass harmonies into his famous

Graceland album—a landmark recording 
that was considered seminal in introducing 
world music to mainstream audiences. A year 
later, Paul Simon produced Ladysmith Black 
Mambazo’s first worldwide release, Shaka 
Zulu, which won a Grammy Award in 1988. 
Since then, the group has been awarded three 
more Grammy Awards—Raise Your Spirit 
Higher (2004), Ilembe (2009), and Singing 
For Peace Around The World (2013)—and has 
been noirtinated 15 times.
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American Sniper
Local veteran's views on Oscar nom's controversy ■

Nick Walsh
Press Staff Writer

American Sniper is a war drama film 
directed by Clint Eastwood and based on 
the book American Sniper: The Autobiography 
of the Most Lethal Sniper in US. Military 
History, written by Chris Kyle. The movie stars 
Bradley Cooper as Chris Kyle, a Navy SEALs 
sniper who served four tours in the Iraq war. 
American Sniper received six Academy Award 
nominations, and grossed over $300 million 
in North America, making it Clint Eastwood’s 
highest grossing film to date and the highest 
grossing war film in North America.

The drama based on Kyle’s war memoir 
plays like an action comic book movie. It 
puts the whole audience on the edge of their 
seats from the very beginning and keeps them 
stunned and silent when the credits roll. 
American Sniper’s ability to a hit a nerve with 
moviegoers was the biggest movie surprise 
in January, catapulting it to major success. 
Bradley Cooper portrayed the internal 
struggle with family vs. duty and garnered an 
Oscar nomination. American Sniper has both 
grittiness mixed with flowing sadness and 
bitterness that hit culture in a sensitive spot.

But with success comes controversy, and 
this movie brought out a lot of discussion 
on the politics of the Iraq War. Comments 
made by Michael Moore created a public 
outcry against him: “My dad always said, 
‘Snipers are cowards. They don’t believe in 
a fair fight. Like someone coming up from 
behind you and coldcocking you. Just isn’t 
right. It’s cowardly to shoot a person in the 
back. Only a coward will shoot someone 
who can’t shoot back.’” The film is so fixated 
on keeping Cooper’s character, Kyle, in its 
sights that it misses the broad area of moral 
ambiguity surrounding the war. RollingStone 
magazine reviewed the film as dishonoring 
thousands of Iraqi casualties, expressing, 
“The problem, of course, is that there’s no 
such thing as ‘winning’ the War on Terror 
militarily. In fact, the occupation led to mass 
destruction, hundreds of thousands of deaths, 
a choleric lack of real sanitation, epidemic 
unemployment and political radicalization 
that continues to this day to spread beyond 
Iraq’s borders.”

Even the character traits of Chris Kyle were 
brought into question. The movie portrays 
Kyle as tormented by actions, showing 
multiple scenes of him being haunted by his 
service. How he acted in real life and writes in 
his book depicts him a little bit differently. He 
gave versions of certain events in his book and 
interviews that were refuted by other people. 
The discrepancy between his stories and the 
versions told by others calls his credibility

into question and sparked a nationwide 
debate. In Kyle’s book, he writes everyone he 
fought against as “savage, despicable” and “I 
only wish I had killed more.” Years of combat 
against a Muslim extremist might change 
anyone’s perspective about the religion, for 
better or for worse, and his 160 confirmed 
kills might affect his personality as well. 
There’s no denying that Kyle is a powerful 
killing machine, but people who were against 
the war see no reason to glorify such a soldier.

BRADLEY COOPER SIENNA MILLER

AMERICAN SNIPER
THE MOST LETHAL SNIPER IN U.S. HISTORY
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Clint Eastwood responded to criticism 
of the movie being pro-war, asserting, “The 
biggest anti-war statement any film [can 
make is showing] the fact of what [war] does 
to the family and the people who have to go 
back into civilian life like Chris Kyle did.” 
Bradley Cooper has expressed that American 
Sniper should not be viewed firmly as an Iraq 
War movie but more as a character study on 
Chris Kyle and an examination of soldiers 
and their family lives. Cooper claims, “It’s not

a political discussion about war, even...it’s 
a discussion about reality. And the reality is 
that people are coming home, and we have to 
take care of them.” Cooper spent a lot of his 
time getting to know Kyle and he defends his 
characterization as not being hate-filled but a 
man doing his job.

Joe Johnson is a local Gulf War veteran, 
who served the United States Army from 
1985 to 2006, and served two tours in Iraq. 
Johnson believed American Sniper was a good 
recreation of Kyle’s activities in Iraq. Johnson 
views Chris Kyle as a patriot, but he could 
also see why people would see differently of 
him because he bragged about his combat 
experiences. Johnson believes the movie 
brought awareness on PTSD and noticed that 
the movie only had a little over 30 minutes 
of Kyle coming home. “That’s not enough. 
Sometimes coming home from the war was 
harder than being there. We’ve all seen war 
movies, but the real work begins on the flight 
home. Personally [I felt like] everything 
would be the same for me, with sudden 
realization it would not be. Things just could 
not or would not work, with friendships or 
relationships. You come to a heightened state 
of anxiety. Feel more comfortable alone than 
with people. Then, the only home you have is 
with those whom you been with for months. 
It is hard to abruptly change and/or adjust 
your life or the way you think.” Johnson goes 
on to say, “Yes, it brings awareness but did 
not show enough of the inner struggles that 
most of us have. I believe only a few times 
did it touch on common day events that 
bring back memories, sounds or actions that 
re-create those of the battlefield.”

The movie captures the lesson that war is 
hell. The costs of war are long-reaching and 
inescapable for the ones who fight them. 
Soldiers face situations that conflict with 
their personal beliefs, like shooting a child 
with a weapon and seeing their friends die 
on the battlefield. The biggest response 
from watching this movie should be about 
supporting soldiers back home. Kyle’s own 
violent death is metaphorically significant. 
He was shot and killed by a marine veteran, 
whom he had been helping at a nearby 
veteran’s hospital. Kyle survived four tours 
of duty but his skills proved to be irrelevant 
in America’s countryside that turned into a 
turned dangerous war zone. In American 
Sniper many of us are reminded that soldiers 
returning home should not be forgotten and 
need the necessary resources to return to 
normal civilian life.
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EXPAND 
YOUR OPTIONS 
NOT YOUR 
EXPENSES.
Whether you're looking for a new career, a way to increase your 
worth in your current job, or the opportunity to finish something 
you started, look no further. A bachelor's degree from Ferris State 
University is available to you, right here at Northwestern Michigan 
College. Our partnership with NMC makes it possible to pursue 
your degree without giving up your community of support. Earn 
both Ferris and NMC credit without ever leaving NMC or breaking 
the bank. Work with people locally who care. Stretch yourself by 
attending the number one choice of adult and transfer students 
in Michigan. Visit ferris.edu/traversecity.

A
BACHELOR'S DEGREES
Accountancy
Business Administration
Business Administration - Aviation 
Business Administration - Professional Track 
Computer Information Systems
Computer Information Technology 
Criminal Justice 
Hotel Management 
Information Security and Intelligence 
Social Work

Master's degrees and certificates 
are also available.

NMC
University 

Center'

Ferris State University/traverse city
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50 Years Ago
Kat Trumbull
Press Editor in Chief

With all the things going on in our lives, like class, dates, Netflix and texting, we start to 
forget about the things that happened a long time ago that started it all. 1965 was a huge year 
in history for space exploration, civil rights, and the Vietnam War. All these events turn 50 
years old this March, and the White Pine Press believes that this anniversary is the perfect time 
to look back on events that changed American lives in March, 1965.

The Vietnam War
March 4: The U.S. Embassy in Moscow was bombarded by two thousand Asian students 

in protest of air raid bombings led by American soldiers over North Vietnam. The students 
threw rocks and bricks at the embassy before they were driven away by police on horseback 
and Russian soldiers.

March 8: Two battalions of the United States Marines began landing on beaches near Da 
Nang, Vietnam. The 3,500 troops were ordered to secure the U.S. airbase but were ordered 
not to engage in day-to-day actions against the Viet Cong. These were the first troops to step 
foot in Vietnam and heralded the U.S.’s direct involvement in the Vietnam War. By the end of 
March, Marines in Da Nang numbered almost 5,000.

March 24-25: The first anti-Vietnam War teach-in was held at the University of Michigan. 
3,500 students and local supporters joined the overnight event that included lectures, debates, 
movies and musical events aimed at protesting the war. The event abruptly ended when a 
bomb-threat in the middle of the night sent the participants scrambling out of the building.

March 26: 82-year-old Holocaust survivor and long-time peace advocate, Alice Herz, lit 
herself on fire in the middle of a busy intersection in Detroit to protest the Vietnam War. 
Herz believed she was following the example of the Buddhist monk who immolated himself 
in protest of the oppression of Buddhism under the South Vietnamese government. A family 
in a car passing through the intersection saw the flames and quickly put out the fire, but Herz 
died of her injuries 10 days later.

Civil Rights
March 7: Six hundred civil rights marchers gathered in Selma, Alabama, for a peaceful 

protest march over the Alabama river to Montgomery, but short of the bridge, the protesters 
were blocked by police and demanded they disband. When the protestors refused, police shot 
tear gas into the crowd and attacked the nonviolent protesters with billy clubs and ultimately 
hospitalized 50 people. This event, known as “Bloody Sunday,” was televised internationally 
and fueled the civil rights fire for many.

March 15: President Lyndon B. Johnson gave his historic “We Shall Overcome” speech, 
addressing the topic of voting rights for African Americans. Johnson was not a gifted public 
speaker, but the timely topic and the words he spoke brought a nation together. “ I speak 
tonight for the dignity of man and the destiny of democracy,” Johnson said. “There is no 
Negro problem. There is no southern problem. There is no northern problem. There is only 
an American problem. And we are met here tonight as Americans—not as Democrats or 
Republicans—we are met here as Americans to solve that problem.”

March 17: The U.S. Congress was introduced to the Voting Rights Act of 1965, which 
promoted prohibiting racial discrimination in voting. The bill was designated to enforce the 
voting rights of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments, which were being taken advantage 
of to discriminate against racial minorities. According to the U.S. Department of Justice, the 
Act is considered to be the most effective piece of civil rights legislation ever enacted in the 
country. Lyndon B. Johnson passed the bill into law in Aug. 1965.

March 25: In wake of Bloody Sunday, Viola Liuzzo left her home in Detroit to travel to 
Selma, Alabama, to work with Martin Luther King, Jr. in his fight for civil rights. She attended 
several successful Selma to Montgomery marches and helped coordinate them with Kang. 
Driving back from a trip shuttling other activists to the Montgomery airport, Liuzzo was shot 
and killed by four Klu Klux Kian members in a drive-by shooting. The Michigander’s name is 
now inscribed on the Civil Rights Memorial in Montgomery.

Space Exploration
March 18: Soviet Cosmonaut, Alexey Leonov, exited his spacecraft, Voskhod 2, for a 

12-minute stroll through the cosmos, making him the first human to take a walk in space. 
Leonov was connected to his spacecraft by a five-meter (just over 16 feet) tether and after his 
walkabout, his suit had inflated so much that he could not reenter the airlock. His only option 
was to loosen a valve to let the air out, which left him light headed and barely able to get back 
inside the capsule.

March 23: NASA sent its first manned spacecraft into the Earth’s orbit in Gemini 3. 
The objective of Gemini 3, nicknamed by the astronauts as Molly Brown, was to test the 
maneuverability of the craft in space. This was also the last manned flight controlled from Cape 
Canaveral, Florida, before mission control functions were moved to the Manned Spacecraft 
Center in Houston, Texas.

Movies and Music
March 2: The Sound of Music starring Julia Roberts premiered in the United States to mixed 

reviews from film and Broadway critics. Based on the book The Story of the Trapp Family 
Singers by Maria von Trapp, the musical film is now regarded as a classic, winning five Academy 
Awards including Best Picture and displaced Gone with the Wind as the highest-grossing film 
of all time.

March 6: After finding a London petrol station’s public restroom out of order, Mick Jagger, 
Brian Jones, and Bill Wyman of the Rolling Stones relieved themselves by urinating on the wall 
of the station. The rockers were fined five pounds (almost $8) each and sent on their merry way.

Whether they were protesting a war, standing up for civil rights, or peeing on the side of a 
gas station, people in 1965 did everything they could to make their causes recognized and their 
voices heard. Because of their hard work, America has been effectively changed for the better. 
We have an International Space Station, freedom to vote for all, and although there is still war, 
we support our soldiers and their sacrifice. Happy 50th anniversary to 1965 from the White 
Pine Press. To learn more about 1965 and other years, please visit your grandparents—but don’t 
piss on their walls!
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Tips for Winter Driving So You Don't Die
I Kat Trumbull
| Press Editor in Chief

We all hate it, but driving in the winter is just as necessary as it is in the summer, though it’s a million times worse. Winter driving is horrible, unpredictable, and a little scary, especially at 
night. You never know what you’re going to run into with Michigan weather—snow can melt and ice can rain from the sky in the same day! The following tips and tricks for winter driving will 
not be needed for your friends and relatives in California or Hawaii, but they’re useful here in the North and some southern states who’ve been getting a record-breaking three inches of snowfall.

Stop Slowly or You Will Die
Seriously, if you’re coming up to a stop sign or an intersection, you won’t be able to stop as fast as you can in the summer. Stop as soon as you see the red 

light and approach it as slowly as you can; remember, it’s better to stop short of the intersection than be in the middle of it! We’ve all experienced the mini
heart-attack of skidding on the ice when trying to come to a stop and praying your slipping and sliding stops before you’re in the way of oncoming traffic. 
Remember, the other car might not be able to stop either!

2 Give Yourself Enough Space or You Will Die
When you’re pulling out of a driveway, make absolutely sure that oncoming traffic is well enough away for you to pull into traffic. Make sure traffic is far 

enough to spare a few moments if your tires don’t stick right away and spin without moving. Being stuck in a driveway while half of your car is in traffic is 
not fun for anyone. In the summer, you can pull out with little to no warning and accelerate before the person behind you even has time to slow down, but 
in the winter, your car accelerates slower when it tries to grip pavement through snow and slush. Be careful out there!

Piss People Off Behind You or You Will Die
You do not have to go the speed limit if you’re not comfortable with driving that fast on snow and ice. Sure, in the summer you can get away with doing 

a clean 60 mph in a 55, but in the winter, there is no way in hell that would happen. If you feel like you are having a hard time controlling your vehicle at 
the posted speed limit, feel absolutely free to slow down. In whiteout conditions, even doing 45 can seem like a deathwish. So what if you piss off the line of 
trucks behind you who still want to go 60 in an ice storm—you do you.

Too many people do this crap. They drive around in a winter storm without their headlights on. Sure, you can get 
away with it on a bright sunny day, but in the middle of the night or during a snowstorm, other drivers cannot see 
you. This cannot be stressed enough; if you drive without your headlights on, other drivers cannot see you and that 
is not good. So, please, for the love of all that is holy, save us all an expensive auto accident and turn your freaking 
headlights on, ok?

Drive With Your Headlights On or You Will Die

No matter how well you know your car, winter driving will always yield 
the most unpredictable road conditions and we all need to keep a few 
important things in mind. Be patient with other drivers; they may be more 
inexperienced with snowy driving than you. Take it slow on the 
roads; give yourself enough time to make it to school or
work without feeling rushed. When you feel rushed, 
you take unnecessary risks, like speeding or 
quickly turning, and in the winter, that is 
always a bad idea. Don’t ever tailgate 
someone in the winter. Seriously. If 
someone stops suddenly and you
try to stop too, your wheels can 
slip and slide all over the ice and 
you will run right into their 
rear, and that’s a bad day for 
everyone.
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