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Homelessness Writing Workshop
At 2 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 7, gather at the Inside Out Gallery for a free, all audi

ences writing workshop for folks experiencing the hardships of homelessness. Perfor
mances will be given by writers of all experience levels and backgrounds. The event is 
sponsored by a NMC Foundation Innovation Grant and President Tim Nelson will 
be kicking off the powerful event with a speech of his own about his efforts to battle 
homelessness in TC. For more information, contact: sodgers@nmc.edu.

De-stress with Therapy Dogs
On December 8 and 9, the Osterlin Library will be hosting several cuddly therapy 

dogs here for your finals week enjoyment! Visit the library to unwind with some playful 
bundles of joy to take your mind of off stressful tests. The dogs will be in the library 
on Monday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Tuesday from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Stop by for a 
snuggle!

Downtown Ball Drop Party
In Downtown Traverse City, join a huge crowd to 

celebrate the coming of 2015! The party starts New 
Years Eve at 10:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. Admission is a 
suggested donation of $3 or three non-perishable 
food items to help local families in need. In the 
last four years of the event, 30,000 pounds of 
food has been donated to charities in the 
Grand Traverse region. At 6 p.m. in the / 
Opera House, magician Ben Whiting 
will be performing his family-friendly / 
illusions for $10. Join friends and ' 
family to ring in the New Year at / j

the biggest party in TC!
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Walmart Woes
Laureen Horan
Press Staff Writer

The talk of the town is that 
quaint little village of Kalkaska is 
not far away from having its very 
own Walmart Superstore. The topic 
has been in local news since the end 
of September, but as the holiday 
shopping season approaches, 
stores such as Walmart, Target, 
and KMart will flood with people 
who are attempting to get the best 
deals so they can save money on 
Christmas gifts. Are the small local 
businesses of Kalkaska in danger, or 
will the new superstore benefit the 
community?

Residents and business owners 
of Kalkaska have mixed feelings 
about the coming development. 
Jerry Beebe, owner of Jerry’s 
TV and Appliances, admits the 
incoming Walmart could have both 
positive and negative effects on the 
community. While Walmart’s sale of 
television sets and appliances could 
harm his 40-year-old business, he 
hopes that the company will create 
much needed jobs for Kalkaksa 
residents. Beebe also says, “my 
customers have expressed that 
they’re not exactly thrilled about 
the new Walmart. We love that it’s a 
nice little town, a small community 
feel. We don’t want it to turn into a 
hustle and bustle city like Traverse 
City.”

Village leaders estimate

nearly 300 new jobs will be 
created. On the other hand, the 
convenience provided by Walmart 
could threaten local businesses. 
Not just in Kalkaska, but in the 
entire country. While the creation 
of jobs in small communities is 
generally a good thing, it may not 
be as great as some might assume. 
While the Walmart in Kalkaska 
would be creating nearly 300 jobs, 
Walmart itself has cost 200,000 
American jobs since 2001 due 
to the company’s imports from 
China. Additionally, the 300 
jobs that would be created would 
be, unfortunately, poverty jobs. 
According to IBISWorld, Walmart 
workers average $8.81 hour. 
Empolyees would make an annual 
pay of $15,576 based on Walmart’s 
definition of full-time. This is less 
than two-thirds of the poverty line 
for a family of four, and well below 
what most families actually need 
to get by. Additionally, Walmart 
does not offer any health benefits 
to those who are employed less 
than 30 hours a week. That being 
said, most of those 300 employees 
are not likely to work more than 30 
hours per week, which means even 
less money for these employees to 
take home. Walmart has 2.2 million 
employees, including 1.3 million 
hourly workers. It employs 1.2

million people in the U.S. alone. 
It is the largest private employer in 
the entire country, yet Walmart is 
known, along with McDonalds, as 
being a company where most of its 
employees aren’t making ends meet.

Walmart’s low wages has forced 
its full-time employees to seek 
public assistance. These are not 
the “47 percent”—to quote Mitt 
Romney—, lazy, unmotivated
bums we hear about sucking up 
welfare benefits. Rather, these are 
people working physical, often 
difficult, jobs. Across the nation, 
Walmart employees receive $2.66 
billion in government help each 
year, including $1 billion in 

healthcare 
assistance 
for those
that are 
eligible.
That works 
out to about 
$5,815 per 
worker, 
and about 
$420,000

store, 
federal

per 
The 
and 
aid varies 
widely, 
however; in 
Wisconsin, a 
study found 
subsidies 
total at least 
$904,542 
a year per 
store.

Walmart

state

is a giant entity; its size is 
sometimes difficult to visualize. To 
put it into perspective, consider 
the following: 100 million U.S. 
shoppers patronize Walmart 
stores every week. Walmart has 
twice the number employees of 
the U.S. Postal Service, a larger 
global computer network than the 
Pentagon, and the world’s largest 
fleet of trucks. Americans spend 
about $36 million dollars per hour 
at the stores. Walmart now sells 
more food than any other company 
in the world, capturing one of 
every four dollars spent on food 
in the U.S. The average American 
family of four spends over $4,000 
a year there. Each week, it has 200 
million customers at more than 
10,400 stores in 27 countries. If 
the company were an independent 
country, it would be the 25th 
largest economy in the world. Yet, 
Walmart pays the majority of its 
employees just barely enough for 
them to survive in the American 
economy.

Wages of its employees is not the 
only way Walmart compromises 
its workers. Since 2011, Walmart 
has been battling over a million of 
its employees in the largest class 
action sex discrimination lawsuit in 
history. Walmart employs 815,000 
women, which is 57 percent of the 
company’s U.S. workforce, and has 
a history of unfair treatment of these 
female employees: they are often 
underpaid, underrepresented and 
not given as many opportunities 
for advancement. Although women 
make up the majority of Walmart

workers, most of them occupy 
low-wage positions and few are in 
management roles. Many female 
Walmart employees have been paid 
less than male coworkers. In 2001, 
female workers earned $5,200 
less per year on average than 
male workers. Female employees 
who held salaried positions with 
average yearly earnings of $50,000 
were paid $14,500 less per year 
than men in the same position. 
Despite this gap in wages, female 
Walmart employees on average 
have longer tenure and higher 
performance ratings. Dukes v. 
Walmart is the largest class action 
gender discrimination lawsuit in 
U.S. history. 1.5 million female 
employees accused Walmart of 
discrimination in promotions, 
pay and job assignments. The case 
included 120 testimonies relating 
to 235 stores. When the Supreme 
Court heard the case in 2011, it 
ruled that “[ejven if every single 
one of these accounts is true, that 
would not demonstrate that the 
entire company operatejs] under a 
general policy of discrimination.” 
Nevertheless, over half of the 
company’s employees are calling 
foul.

Whether or not Walmart will 
benefit Kalkaska residents is up for 
debate. Some jobs could be created. 
It would be more convenient for 
residents to purchase their goods 
and food at one store rather 
than multiple shops. What the 
community must ask itself now is, 
is Walmart really worth it?
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Shock Jocks Bully TC Homeless?
CJ Haney
Guest Writer

Currently, the most talked about 
subculture in Traverse City is our 
ever-growing homeless population. 
During this past summer, there was 
much ado concerning the new Safe 
Harbor homeless shelter and the 
recent opening of Dann’s House 
(our new local wet house). There 
was a flurry of conversation: town 
hall meetings, newspaper articles 
and more.

During the first week of July, 
Steve Normandin and Rick Coates, 
the disc jockeys on the WKLT 
morning show “Omelette and 
Friends,” took an opinionated 
stance against Safe Harbor, Dann’s 
House and the city officials who 
support the initiatives. WKLT (97.5 
F.M.) and WKLZ (98.9 F.M.) are 
rock stations simulcasting as “KLT 
The Rock Station” and command 
a huge following in this part of 
Michigan. The stations are not only 
broadcast in Traverse City, Kalkaska 
and Petoskey, but can “be heard 
as far north as Sault Ste. Marie, 
Ontario, as far west as Manistique, 
and as far south as Lake City.”

In past years, Omelette and 
Finster, (the DJ who worked with 
Normandin at the time), were 
known to use homeless people to 
entertain, not only their audiences, 
but also themselves. On the 
morning of Aug. 6, the two hosts 
complained that city officials had

accused them of “being mean to 
homeless people” in connection 
with their coverage of Safe Harbor 
and Dann’s House. Both hosts 
made derogatory comments toward 
the wet house and against homeless 
citizens, in general.

On Aug. 6, one of the DJs made 
the comment, “Give more alcohol 
to the drunks,” which was directed 
toward the city, concerning the wet 
house. They followed with, “We 
aren’t mean to homeless people”... 
(pause)... “We donate money to 
the Cherryland Humane Society.” 
Omelette and Friends seemingly 
tried to justify their statements 
with, “We are a rock station. We’re 
just tryin’ to have fun.”

One of the hosts then declared, 
in reference to our homeless 
residents, “We don’t go to them. 
They come to us.” The two morning 
show hosts are correct when they 
say that homeless people come to 
them. Homeless people flock to the 
morning show hosts for numerous 
reasons. Some come in order to 
attend WKLT’s Camp Omelette 
where the hosts and homeless go 
camping together almost every year 
and share alcohol around a campfire 
while listening to music, among 
other activities. However, many 
more homeless citizens seek them 
out, in spite of the social injustices 
they must endure, in order to get on- 
the-job training, to be considered 
“cool” and get to hang out with 
the hosts, or maybe just to be able 
to speak on the radio and have that

brief moment of fame.
One of Omelette’s favorite 

homeless people to exploit was 
a man who went by the name of 
“Tuna” while on the morning show 
several years ago. Tuna was, and still 
is, a Community Mental Health 
patient who is considered to be 
permanently mentally disabled and 
is on Social Security specifically for 
those problems. Often, he is more 
child-like than adult and had only 
one huge dream: that of one day 
becoming a DJ himself. [“Tuna,” 
whose real name is Daniel Scott 
Delater, is currently being held in 
Kalkaska County Jail and being 
charged with delivering drugs to 
Daniel White, who died of a drug 
overdose on Oct. 11, 2013. A not 
guilty plea was entered on Delater’s 
behalf. —Editor]

On the morning of Aug. 6, 
the comment was also made, 
while speaking about Tuna, the 
former homeless citizen whom 
Omelette had allegedly befriended 
and trained to be a disc jockey for 
WKLT: “So what...we made Tuna 
go through a car wash. He smelled 
and needed a bath (laughter).” 
The fact that Tuna was coerced by 
Omelette and Finster into going 
through that car wash in the middle 
of February in the back of a pickup 
truck was not mentioned. The same 
year on Valentines Day, he was 
sent out by his “employers” dressed 
like Cupid, to run around town 
wearing a diaper, tights and tennis 
shoes, banging on doors, waking

up strangers in the early morning 
hours, and getting chewed out...all 
while on the air, with Omelette and 
Finster laughing in the background.

During one of the morning show 
hosts’ “fun” moments, Tuna was 
duct-taped to a tree while people 
threw eggs at him. They talked him 
into letting them make a CD of him 
singing Christmas carols. They sold 
them for $ 10 each and donated the 
proceeds to A.C. Paws. Since Tuna 
is tone deaf, it seemed cruel. At one 
time, Omelette told him that he was 
too fat to be a DJ and made him go 
on a diet. Then he made Tuna wear 
a Speedo, took a photograph of him 
wearing it, and put it on the WKLT 
website.

At the time, Omelette told 
Tuna that these stunts were part 
of a process called “hazing”...that 
most people have to go through it 
in order to become a DJ, including 
Omelette himself. Tuna never did 
realize his dream and become a DJ, 
although he was given a job as a 
board operator at WKLT and paid 
minimum wage.

During a personal interview 
on Oct. 8, Tuna claimed that the 
Speedo episode was “the worst thing 
they did to me” and that he was 
“really embarrassed.” When asked 
how Omelette and Finster made 
him feel, he replied, “They really 
made me feel bad about myself.” 
Tuna was not alone. Other homeless 
people have been treated in the same 
manner in recent years, including 
one who was convinced to shave his

head. Some homeless people were 
bullied into doing things for the 
morning show that could strip even 
the strongest human beings of self
esteem.

In late August, one of the 
morning show hosts recorded a 
clip of one woman calling in and 
complaining about how she didn’t 
appreciate Omelette and friends 
making fun of homeless people, 
adding that she and her son had 
once been homeless. The radio 
show host then replied, “We don’t 
make fun of homeless people”... 
followed by silence, and then, 
“How many homeless people does it 
take to screw in a light bulb? None, 
because they have nowhere to put 
it...(laughter.)” That clip was then 
played repeatedly as a commercial 
between sets of music.

More recently, in early October, 
one of the gentlemen from Dann’s 
House called the Morning Show. 
The conversation turned to 
Halloween, and the caller was asked 
what they were doing at the wet 
house for Halloween. The caller 
communicated that he was excited 
about trick-or-treaters coming to 
the house. One of the DJs then 
asked him, “What are you guys 
handing out for treats to the trick- 
or-treaters...Natty Daddys?” A 
Natty Daddy is a particularly cheap 
and foul-tasting can of beer that 
alcoholics sometimes drink because 
of the low cost and high alcohol 
content.

Continued on Page 5

*
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Story Continued From Page 4
During a telephone interview on 

Oct. 14, Omelette was asked about 
the homeless joke that was aired 
as part of the morning show and 
he replied, “We felt like we were 
being attacked. We were defending 
ourselves against something about 
the wet house. Rick came up with 
the joke, and we ran it.” He also 
said, “I don’t believe we are mean to 
homeless people. We bring them to 
the show. We make them a part of 
the family. We give them small jobs 
and help them.” Omelette asserted 
that the morning show hosts have 
“done a lot of good things for The 
Goodwill Inn, Salvation Army and 
other charities.” In late October, 
the DJs helped with The Sleep Out 
fundraiser, which raises money for 
heating assistance. Omelette added 
about the topic of homelessness, 
“We re doing more than anybody... 
at least on the local radio, and I don’t 
see the local news people going out 
of their way. Of course, everybody is 
doing charity.”

When asked about the treatment 
of Tuna, Omelette replied, “While 
society was pushing him away, 
we were bringing him in. I went 
through it as an intern. Certain 
personalities lend themselves to 
stunt radio. I can understand how 
some people could think it was in 
bad taste.” There is a video of Tuna 
going through the carwash on 
YouTube called “ WKLT Fresh Water

Tuna.” The look on Tunas face and 
the way he was treated during the 
carwash speaks volumes about how 
upset he was while participating in 
so-called stunt radio.

However, Omelette insists, 
“It isn’t anything I haven’t done 
myself.” He goes on to say, “Even 
recently, I ran down Front Street 
in the middle of the winter 
when the Lions were 
0 and 16. I said,
“If they don’t win 
a certain number of games,
I’m gonna run down Front Street 
live on the air, and I think it was 
January and I ran down the street 
in my underwear. I was paying 
a bet off. It was funny. I put 
myself out there.”

Omelette then explained 
that they have certain 
characters that they refer 
to as their “Misfits.” He 
said, “It is a show of characters. 
We call certain people misfits, kind 
of like the Island of Misfit Toys in 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer, 
whether they are homeless or not. It 
is an endearing term.” He said that 
during the BP oil spill, Sideshow- 
Nate, a guy considered one of their 
Misfits, “covered himself in used 
motor oil and stood outside on the 
road in his underwear.” Omelette 
laughingly admitted that they also 
had Sideshow-Nate “dress up as 
Osama Bin Laden and walk down

the street.” He 
then declared, 
“We ended 
that real 
quick 
because

p'aptiic Cfeu';t
Sa Autumn HiHc

we
thought 
he might 
get

shot.”
He
talked 

about
another so- 

Misfit named 
Windy, who is 
popular on the 

morning show, claiming, “We 
provide beer for him and then he 
gets a little buzz on and is funny on 
the show.”

When asked about homeless 
jokes, Omeletteexplained, “Comedy 
is always making fun of something. 
Tragedy plus time is the formula for 
comedy. This goes back to Charlie 
Chaplin.” He said, “A joke that I

0<=3fl

always
say is that number 
one, they [homeless people] 
are available. They don’t have 
to go into work, and they can 
come into the show.” He went 
on to say that WKLT is “doing 
a show on a limited budget” and 
that “these people are available 
and they’ll work for a breakfast 
sandwich and a cup of coffee.” He 
claims that the radio station “needs 
help answering phones and doing 
other stuff.”

When asked if he realizes that 
the DJs are role models to many 
teenagers, Omelette said, “If we 
are going to be looked at as public

figures, then let’s talk 
about our actions. We 

really embrace the 
community with 

our actions and 
we want them to 
know that.” He 
admits that they 
do have teenage 
listeners, but 

insists,
“We

tell
parents all 

the time that 
the show is only 

for age 
13 and 
above.” 

The

morning
show hosts
reject the notion 

that they are mean to 
homeless people.

Omelette believes that 
their charitable actions make up 
for their words and dark humor 
concerning homeless people while 
on the air. Actions are extremely 
important. But do the DJ’s words 
match actions?

Author's Note
With all the recent buzz about 

the new Safe Harbor shelter and 
Dann’s House, I have tuned in to 
the morning show with Omelette 
and Friends as often as possible 
to keep track of how they treat 
our homeless population. Their 
comments never fail to shock 
and sadden me. Let’s face it.. .any 
form of media is powerful, and 
homeless people are powerless... 
there is such an enormous 
imbalance. Power always comes 
with responsibility, and in this case 
it should be to the community in 
which it was broadcast.

Many teens and pre-teens of 
the next generation love rock’n roll 
and look up to the DJs at WKLT 
as role models. According to Ryan 
Hannon, director of Safe Harbor, 
“some teens were throwing stones

at homeless people this past 
summer.” Perhaps, role-modeling 
love, kindness and humanity to 
the future guardians of our city 
would be more appropriate. We 
all want to have fun — just not at 
the expense of Others. Since when 
did it become okay to dehumanize 
homeless people and so carelessly 
eviscerate their self-esteem? Is this 
really just “trying to have fun?”

A little empathy and 
compassion from the local WKLT 
morning show hosts could impact 
many. Perhaps they should rise 
above their unkindness and 
maybe even uplift our beautiful 
homeless citizens. Like the rest 
of us, homeless people may be 
flawed, but are surely just as 
human.
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Holiday Alternatives
Kat Trumbull
Press Editor in Chief

We all do something a little different for 
Christmas. For example, my family and I get 
together two weeks before Christmas to spend 
a whole weekend baking and decorating 
cookies while talking about our year and 
catching up. This tradition has been going 
on since my mother was a child, and it will 
continue through to my grandchildren. But 
making Christmas cookies with your family 
isn’t the weirdest thing to do for the holidays, 
so what else is there? Well, I shall tell you, my 
friend!

We all know there are some messed up 
traditions around the world, but Spain kinda 
takes the cake with this one. The folklore 
states that any farmer who doesn’t include 
a wooden figurine of a person squatting— 
yes, in the pooping position with their pants 
down—in their nativity scene, they will be 
cursed with a bad harvest and misfortune 
for the year. The figurine can range from 
rock stars, to royalty, to Barack Obama. The 
figurines called “caganers” can be purchased 
in stores around Spain and are supposed to 
be posed with the three wise men kneeling to 
present baby Jesus with presents.

In Japan, the people don’t often celebrate 
Christmas, but they have a different holiday 
for Dec. 25. In 1974, businessmen visiting 
Japan wanted to present their foreign cohorts 
with a traditional holiday feast that included a 
12-piece of Kentucky Fried Chicken’s original 
recipe. 40 years later, the tradition stuck in 
Japan. So much so that several holiday dinners 
have to be ordered two months in advance to 
ensure its delicious delivery on Dec. 25.

Iceland is weird, right? We all know it.

From Dec. 12-23, Icelandic children hang a 
shoe outside their bedroom window. Then, 
from the mountains, come the Yule Lads, 
13 mountain children who leave presents in 
the shoes of the good children and potatoes 
in the shoes of the naughty. Originally, 
parents would use the tales of the Yule Lads 
to scare their children into behaving all year. 
Mountain people sound pretty terrifying, so 
I’m sure it works!

Although Christmas is a time for quiet 
reflection with loved ones, we’ve never known 
the Scots to be a particularly docile bunch. 
Hogmanay is the Scottish tradition of ringing 
in the new year with loud, joyous celebrations 
in the streets. After the celebration and the 
clock strikes midnight, the new year begins 
and all eyes patiently await the arrival of the 
year’s first visitor. According to folklore, the 
first person to cross the threshold of the home 
represents what kind of year they will have. 
A dark-haired man brings good luck, whereas 
blonde men and women bring bad.

The world is filled with weird traditions 
and fun experiences. As long as each person 
enjoys the holidays, what is the difference 
which tradition is celebrated? This Christmas, 
spend time with your family, eat KFC, watch 
out for mountain children, make sure you 
keep a lot of dark-haired men around, and be 
sure to place your pooping figurine in your 
nativity scene. Happy Holidays!

WRITE US A LETTER
OUR POLICY: White Pine Press 
accepts letters to the editor from 
members of the college and 
community. Letters should be less 
than 400 words, typewritten, and 
signed with your name, address and 
phone number. Letters may be edited 
for clarity, grammar, spelling and 
length. Opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of The White Pine 
Press staff or any college employee.

BY MAIL:
Mail submissions to:
White Pine Press
Letters to the Editor
1701 East Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49686
BY EMAIL: whitepinepress@gmail.com 
BY FAX: (231)995-2110

iis Thanksgiving I went to Walmart for a TV 
cial from 6a.m. to 9a.m. I got there on time, 
parking was full. Someone's Jeep Wrangler 
s parked on the snow bank, it looked like it

was going to fall over."

RITTANY MIKOWSKI
Chemistry

"This was my first year going. The whole day 
is the craziest thing I have seen. They buy 
stuff they don't need. One day everyone is

thanking God and the next they go crazy over 
stuff."

"My Aunt and I went at a boring time: 
5:30a.m. We've gone for the last three years. 
The craziest thing I have seen is clogged 
isles."

KELSEY WEBER
Business

EDRIS FANA
Aviation

MEGHAN FRUSTI
Undecided

"I went once. Someone pushed a person up against 
the shelf, grabbed an Xbox 360 from them, and ran 
the other way. That was the only crazy thing I have 

seen."

Non-Discrimination Policy Notice
Northwestern Michigan College is committed to a policy of equal opportunity for 

all persons and does not unlawfully discriminate ci the basis of race, color, national 
origin, religion, disability, genetic information, height, weight, marital status or veteran 
status in employment, educational programs and activities, and admissions, nmc.edu/ 
nondiscrimination

CAMPUS QUOTES
Compiled by Cassandra Chase and Lexi Pettengill

Have you ever partaken in Black 
Friday? What was the craziest 

thing you've seen?

i a cyber Monday person, 
tie die from black Friday!"

TOM WIRTZ
tplied Plant Science ♦
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DAVID PLAYED A GA
Halo: The Master Chief Collection

I David Meyers
Press Web Editor

To placate all of the die-hard fans of the series 
until the next installment, Halo: Guardians, the 
developers at 343 Industries brought out what
1 will now sweepingly declare as the best idea 
in video game production EVER. Well, maybe 
not as impressive as producing games in color, 
but still really high up there. The Halo series is 
one of the most played series in video gaming. 
An absolute genius at 343 Industries decided 
to take all the Halo games featuring everyone’s 
favorite Master Chief, and combine four entire 
games into one—making them look and run 
better. Games previously limited by the lesser 
hardware and limitations of the Xbox and the 
Xbox 360 now shine with 1080p HD visuals 
and run smoothly and wonderfully at 60 frames 
per second on the Xbox One platform.

MCC (Master Chief Collection) includes 
Halo: Combat Evolved Anniversary, Halo 2 
Anniversary, Halo 3, and Halo 4. Combat 
Evolved was originally released in 2001, and the 
remake came out 10 years later in 2011. Halo
2 launched in 2004, and the updated version 
makes its first appearance here in MCC with 
re-imagined cut scenes by the animation studio, 
Blur. Since the Halo 2 update is the newest of 
the games, it is the only one in MCC that does 
not run at 1080p. MCC also includes Halo 3 
and 4, released in 2007 and 2012, respectively. 
Other than updated graphics and speed, Halo 3 
and 4 have not been changed. Not included was 
the prequel, Halo: Reach, and Halo 3: ODST, 
which takes place during the events of Halo 
2. Another enticement that MCC offers is the 
inclusion of access to the Halo 5 beta version 
when it opens up in late December. Excited isn’t 
really a strong enough word for me. Vibrating 
fits a little better.

There isn’t much to say about the MCC 
campaigns: I have played them all before, 
multiple times, at varying levels of difficulty. I 
have, at this point in my life, played through 
Halo 2 about 14 times. Most of those times 
were played on my cousin’s original Xbox in 
his basement with the lights off. No particular 
reason, I just remember having the lights off. 
This nostalgia coupled with fantastic storytelling 
and the best gunplay in the business put Halo 
2 in my top 10 games of all time. Taking 
something that good and making it look and 
run and perform better is a winning strategy. 
I’m not going to lie, I think Combat Evolved snas 

just okay. It was never my favorite, but it is still 
playable and worthy of inclusion in the MCC.

I have fond memories of Halo 3. I remember 
sitting in my friend's basement (always the 
basement—weird) making custom maps in 
Forge and yelling at no one in particular about 
how bad we were at competitive multiplayer. If 
I sound like a broken record, it is because I am: 
Halo 3 is made even better by high definition

and increased frame rate.
All prior Halo games were made by Bungie 

Inc., a company that was, for all intents and 
purposes, a part of Microsoft, hence the 
exclusivity to Xbox consoles. Bungie has since 
become an independent studio, which means 
Microsoft had no input on MCC. Halo 4 was 
the first game in the series not produced by 
Bungie but instead by 343 Industries. Overall, 
Halo 4 was received poorly by players. 343 
introduced an entirely new enemy type, with 
new weapons and planets and back-story, 
which felt unnecessary. I personally enjoyed it, 
but the levels felt very similar: take this thing to 
that place and shoot a lot.

In the game mechanics category, MCC blows 
me away. In the included anniversary editions 
of Combat Evolved and Halo 2, by pressing 
the select button, you can switch between the 
remake and the original, even within cut scenes, 
essentially making it two games in one. So if 
you’re good at math, that is six games included 
for the price of one. Taking all of the games into 
account, and throwing in the nostalgia factor, I 
give MCC 10/10 for single player tastiness.

Unfortunately, now I must review the 
multiplayer version. Sadly, I cannot because at 
the time of writing, it does not work. Not even 
a little. At all. It is seemingly impossible to find 
a match. Since the release on Nov. 11,1 have 
played only two games of multiplayer. They do, 
fortunately, intend to fix this. One in Halo 3, 
and one in Halo 2 Anniversary. One could spend 
hours on a matchmaking screen and never find 
a match. While the two games I was able to play 
were excellent, the inability to play any others 
forces me to separate the scores of single and 
multiplayer. Multiplayer gets a soft 3/10.

Aside from the matchmaking balderdash, 
343 executed this flawlessly, and this is one of 
my games of the year.

Single Player: 10/10 
Multiplayer: 3/10

Check out David 
Meyers’ game review 

and other stories 
on our website 

whitepinepress.org
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Christmas Specials
Kat Trumbull
Press Editor in Chief

■

We’ve all heard the one about the non-stirring mouse in the house 
with the kids in their beds and sugar-plums in their heads.

But what of the other Christmas-y things we hold dear,
like the Grinch who used his dog to pull his sleigh instead of deer. 

Or the boy who wanted a present his parents forbid, 
as they chanted, “You’ll shoot your eye out, kid!”

We all love the snowman with the jolly, happy soul, 
the corncob pipe and two eyes made out of coal.
These are all great classics from our parents’ day, 

but they’ve survived for our generation and they’re here to stay. 
Who can go one Christmas season without hearing 

all the happy kids hoping Santa’s nearing?
Hopefully he brings presents and things, 

and he’s not Jack Skelington, the Pumpkin King!
Charlie Brown taught us that no matter what size the tree, 

the Spirit of Christmas makes us happy as can be.
Tim Allen was in a movie that got some great applause 

‘cause he found out that legally he was Santa Claus.
There’s great Christmas tunes too, not just movies.

We can sing along and laugh as we shake our booties.
Mariah Carey says all she wants for Christmas is you,

And Elvis says without you, his Christmas is blue.
Even Mr. Springsteen sang a carol with E Street Band, 

about a man who comes with presents in hand.
Rockin’ around the Christmas tree makes us feel alive 

but please don’t go ‘cause you know, baby, its cold outside. 
Madonna says to hurry down the chimney tonight, Santa Baby 

And bring joy to all the kids and parents and maybe 
stop by the best party that means business 

‘cause it’s time to dance at Ludacrismas!
So take all your candy from off of the shelf 
and mix it with spaghetti for Buddy the Elf!

So whether you’re a ghost of the future, present, or past 
You’ve got to love Christmas, it’s such a blast!

Come ride along with Dancer, Prancer, Donner, and Vixen 
and of course, the most famous reindeer we’re missin’,

It’s Rudolph, with his nose that guides the sleigh 
to ensure that Santa will always find his way.

Round up the family, drink some egg nog 
get cookies and milk, St. Nick won’t be long.
Make sure that the children are nestled in bed 

and only those sweet, sweet sugar plums dance in their head.
Then sit by the fire and remember just why, 
you’ve let your whole year just pass you by.

It’s not about the money, the job, or the fame.
It’s about love and family. People knowing your name.

Spend your days with your loved ones, and make sure to cherish 
all of your family and their decorations so garish.

Now, Christmas Eve is coming and you better get your rest 
‘cause Santa Claus will bring you whatever he thinks best.

So you better watch out, you better not cry 
You better not pout, I’m telling you why:

White Pine Press wishes you a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year.
Graphics by Autumn Hilden
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How Well do you Know Your 
Christmas Movies?

—

1 . “We elves try to stick to the four main 

food groups: candy, candy canes, candy corns, 
and syrup.”

2. “Now you listen to me, young lady! Even 

if we’re horribly mangled, there’ll be no sad 
faces on Christmas.”

0 .“NOW it was serious. A double-dog dare. 
What else was there but a “triple dare ya”? And 
then, the coup de grace of all dares, the sinister 
triple-dog-dare.”

"4. “I never thought it was such a bad little 
tree. It’s not bad at all, really. Maybe it just 
needs a little love.”

J . “All right, you’re a reindeer. Here’s your 
motivation: your name is Rudolph, you’re a 
freak with a red nose, and no one likes you.”

. “I just like to smile! Smiling is my favorite.”

7 • “Rats. Nobody sent me a Christmas card 

today. I almost wish there weren’t a holiday 
season. I know nobody likes me. Why do we 
have to have a holiday season to emphasize it?”

8. “Only, I didn’t say “Fudge.” I said THE 

word, the big one, the queen-mother of dirty 
words, the “f-dash-dash-dash” word!”

8 18 s :Ajojs sewjsuqo z >8 t :umoj8 8i|jeqo 9 >8 L )I3 S ’g Z :ipuiJ9 eqj. :SH3MSNV
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TC s Booming Theater Season
Laureen Horan
Press Staff Writer

The weather outside is frightful, but 
Traverse City’s theater scene is so delightful! 
Across the country, many community theaters 
and Broadway are currently amidst the busiest 
time of year for the theater. You may not make 
it to Chicago or New York City this season, but 
if you’re in the mood for a good play, you’re in 
luck.

NMC’s Play Production course will debute 
the semester’s production on Friday, Dec. 5 at 7 
p.m. The show consists of three heartwarming 
and hilarious one-act plays: Your Mothers Butt, 
Time Flies, and Chocolate. Your Mother’s Butt is 
a charismatic and wildly funny scene between a 
therapist and her client. Time Flies depicts the 
life of two young mayflies as they figure out 
what to do with their very short lives. Finally, 
Chocolate shows the amusing interaction 
between a mild-mannered murder suspect and 
the detective on her case. All acting, directing, 
lighting, sound, make-up and costumes are 
done by the students with guidance from their 
instructor, Jessica Essebaggers. Shows will 
follow again on Dec. 6 and 7 at 7 p.m. Tickets 
are $5 cash only at the door, in Auditorium 
217 in Scholars Hall. This show is not 
recommended for children under 12.

The Play Production family seeks new 
members, so any students interested in joining 
the Play Production course should consider 
registering for the Spring 2015 semester. 
Whether you like to act, design, do hair/make- 
up or lighting and sound effects, consider 
joining Play Production!

Traverse City’s Old Town Playhouse (OTP) 
is at the peak of its season with many wonderful 
shows lined up in the upcoming months. The

hilarious, holiday classic, A Christmas Story has 
two weekends left on OTP’s main stage, Friday 
through Sunday the weekends of Dec. 5 and 
12. Friday and Saturday shows are at 7:30 p.m. 
while Sunday shows perform at 3:00 p.m. For 
good seating, plan to arrive 30-45 minutes 
before the show begins. Adult tickets are $25, 
kids tickets are $ 14 and group tickets are $20 
each. Pay at the door or order tickets online at 
www.OldTownPlayhouse.com. Beginning Jan. 
16, Old Town Playhouse will show Crimes of 
the Heart, a comedy about three sisters from 
the South. Crimes of the Heart will show on the 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday of the last three 
weeks of January. Showtimes and ticket prices 
are the same as previously listed.

The City Opera House will feature Richard 
Dubac’s The Book of Moron fn. 17 at 8p.m. and 
again on the 18 at 2p.m. Called “Hilarious,” 
“Intelligent,” “Provocative,” and “Scorching,” 
The Book of Moron combines theater with stand
up and is an excellent show to watch during 
a night on the town. Tickets are $20 and $15 
with a student ID. Tickets can be purchased at 
the door or online at www.CityOperaHouse. 
org.

Beat the freeze; don’t let the chilly conditions 
prevent you from taking a night out to support 
local theater efforts. Every ticket purchased 
goes toward the process of creating another 
enchanting theatrical masterpiece. For more 
information on these shows, visit the websites 
of Old Town Playhouse and the City Opera 
House, and call NMC’s Communications 
Office at 231-995-1380 for more information 
about the Play Production course.

•^onatlioii $
Our Movie Goers Special 
lakes a Great Holiday Gift
A great gift for employees, staff, 
bosses, colleagues and friends!

Movie Goers Special includes:
• 2 Entrees up to a
• 2 Choices of Potato $50 value*
• 2 Soft Drinks
• 2 Movie Ticket Vouchers**

"■Specialty dishes included for a nominal charge

Movie ticket vouchers good for full admission price 
at Grand Traverse Mall Cinemas and 

Horizon Cinemas

(231) 935-4441
located across from the movie theater Inside Grand Traverse Mall

TEXT PREVENTION TO 51555 FOR 10 FREE CONDOMS

GET TO KNOW PLANNED PARENTHOOD.
VISIT US TODAY (3 PPWNM.ORG
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Winter at the Little Fleet
Jackson Douglass
Press Staff Writer

In the summer, it’s one of the busiest places of downtown 
Traverse City. With such a wide selection of foods, finding 
something tasty to eat is easy. The on-stage musicians and large 
outdoor seating section make it a popular spot for tourists and 
locals alike. The unique business model of The Little Fleet, 
an open-air bar that sells food through numerous food trucks 
parked out front, has caused it to become a very well known 
spot since it opened in June 2013.

With winter coming in and everything slowing down, the 
food trucks are gone until next year. The outdoor seats have 
been replaced with a fire pit, and the stage is covered in snow. 
But The Little Fleet is still there, dealing with winter like the 
rest of us, and it isn’t quitting just because of the cold.

Inside, you’ll see that the food trucks aren’t completely 
gone. They’ve just moved. It’s still possible to get a fix of good

food through the winter with the Little Fleet LTO, a pop-up 
trailer that’s set up next to the bar. Here, as a replacement to 
the beloved trucks, meals are sold from a variety of restaurants. 
Each month brings a new menu, chef, and style of cuisine to 
the trailer. In December, you can expect to eat from White 
On Rice with chef Eric Kolden serving up sushi and other 
Asian favorites.

Behind the bar is a selection of local, domestic, and 
international craft beers, and there’s no better time to try them 
than at one of the numerous events hosted at The Little Fleet 
throughout the year. Try to make it to one of the upcoming 
parties, specials, or concerts.

Dec. 13 and 14 are the dates of the Little Fleet Holiday 
Bash, a party that will last all weekend to celebrate the season. 
The event will feature a winter beer tent, as well as live music

by Mike Mains and Valentiger.
Speaking of music, Dec. 28 will feature a concert by 

Breathe Owl Breathe, the musical trio of Micah Middaugh, 
Trevor Hobbs, and Andrea Moreno-Beals. The indie-folk 
band from East Jordan has released seven studio albums since 
first coming together in 2004 and are frequent performers at 
The Little Fleet and other venues around Traverse City.

If you aren’t interested in large crowds but still want to 
enjoy some music, Vinyl Night is every Thursday. Bring in 
a favorite record and it will be played over the speakers. On 
Monday night at 8p.m. is Bingo night, where players have the 
opportunity to win free prizes and make use of the drink deals.

For the hours that The Little Fleet is open, as well as a full 
list of upcoming and past events, visit thelittlefleet.com, or 
visit them on Facebook or Twitter.

Traverse City’s own Ferguson Rally
Kat Trumbull
Press Editor in Chief

On Friday, Dec 5 at 5 p.m. in 
the Open Space, a Ferguson support 
rally will be held to honor the death 
of Michael Brown and protest the 
acts of Officer Darren Wilson 
in Ferguson, Missouri. Protests 
have been held across America 
and the world since the shooting 
of Brown on Aug. 9. Protesters 
are arguing the racial stereotypes 
that surround Brown’s court case 
and representation in the media. 
Traverse City is showing its support 
this Friday with a peaceful protest 
and community dialog.

Racial discrimination is evident 
in Traverse City between its 95% 
Caucasian community and 5% 
African American, Latino, and 
Asian community. In Traverse 
City alone, an African American 
man is five times more likely to 
be arrested than a Caucasian man. 
Furthermore, in the United States, 
an African American man has a one 
in three chance of experiencing jail 
in their lifetime compared to the one 
in 17 for Caucasian males. The same

discrimination is worse for women; 
one in 18 African American women 
will experience incarceration in 
their lives, but only one in 111 
Caucasian women will know what 
life is like behind bars. In the age 
group of 15 to 19 year olds, African 
American boys are 21 % more likely 
to be shot than Caucasian boys of 
the same age. Imagine if these one 
in three African American men were 
one of your friends, your dad, your 
brother, your boyfriend—you’d 
want to protest their rights too, 
wouldn’t you? All the speculation 
the media has placed on Ferguson 
can be reflected onto our cities own 
systematic discrimination.

Several Northwestern Michigan 
College students planned this 
protest as a way to “not only 
show solidarity, but encourage a 
community discussion.” Several 
protesters around the world have 
called out Caucasians as a powerful 
majority—both in positive and 
negative lights. The group believes 
that Traverse City’s 95% Caucasian

majority should stand up and help 
by supporting a cause and trying to 
make a change that the minorities 
can’t make themselves.

The NMC student group advise 
people who are on the edge about 
coming to support the protest 
to check out the Twitter tag 
#IfIheyGunnedMeDown. Young 
people of all races post photos of 
themselves in respectable poses in 
graduation gowns, suit and tie, and 
prom dresses paired with photos of 
themselves relaxing and hanging 
out with their friends—photos 
that could be construed as “thug.” 
The idea is, if a young person 
were shot down, which of the two 
photos would the media use to 
represent them? For Caucasians, 
the graduation or wedding photo 
would be used to symbolize their 
tragic death. For African Americans, 
the “thug” photo would be used 
to symbolize their inappropriate 
hoodlum lifestyle.

Nearly 400 people have been 
invited to show their support

in the Open Space this Friday. 
Hopefully you can show your 
support with signs, songs, and 
peaceful protesting for the right to 
life of African Americans. Please

tag any tweets or photos from the 
event with #BlackLivesMatter or 
#HandsUpDontShoot, the popular 
hashtags in support of Michael 
Brown and Ferguson.
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Good and the Bad of College 
Food Plans
I Blair Bell
| Press Staff Writer

Students enter an 
involuntary agreement upon 
living in the dorms. One 
requirement that students have 
living in the dorms is that they 
have to purchase a meal plan. 
“There is no way to cook food 
for yourself in the dorms and 
students have to eat so they are 
required to purchase a meal 
plan,” one Sodexo employee 
told White Pine Press. A lot 
of pressure is put on Sodexo 
for preparing meals for the 
200 students that live in the 
dorms at NMC due to Sodexo 
being the only option for an 
on-campus meal. Colleges 
across the state have different, 
mostly student-operated, 
franchises on campus. The 
same employee told us, “A lot 
of times Universities will cover 
the franchise costs to provide 
the services of a Subway, Papa 
Johns, Burger King, etc. We 
have fair-trade Starbucks 
coffee but we do not have a 
Starbucks franchise. Franchise 
costs are very expensive.” 
Students that live in the 
NMC dorms are required 
to purchase a meal plan as a 
stipulation. First year NMC 
student Hunter Shelton said, 
“Their selection is diverse and 
salads are well priced. You also

have the option to pay for 
meals with leftover [financial] 
aid, which is advantageous 
for the student without a 
meal plan. The employees are 
generous and the area is rarely 
congested, which is super rad.”

Sodexo works in
conjunction with local food 
distributors like Cherry 
Capital Foods to provide fresh 
local options. Robert Scott, 
General Manager of Sodexo, 
stated that food prices are 
becoming inflated and that if 
an ingredient or item’s price 
increases a certain amount, 
they will find an alternative 
or wait until prices go down 
so that students will not be 
affected by the price increase. 
“There are so many good 
restaurants in the area so 
we have to make sure we 
have variety and freshness 
to succeed. It's all about the 
experience; for Taco Tuesday 
last week we all wore over
sized sombreros to spice things 
up and have fun. We try to 
change things up whenever 
we can to provide variety. 
Cooking for a large number 
of people and preferences can 
be very difficult. Scott stated 
that his employees cook items 
in multiple batches to insure

freshness.
“Millennials are unlike 

any other generation that has 
come before,” added Scott. 
“They are eating healthier 
than I ever did. They also 
aren’t buying houses and are 
content living in apartments.” 
Sodexo participates in 
numerous programs that 
support their motto “making 
everyday better.” They have 
a program that financially 
rewards employees who come 
up with more efficient ways 
of doing their job that save 
the company money, thus 
motivating employees to 
perfect their craft.

Sodexo uses fun and 
culinary varieties to provide 
students with the best dining 
experience. “It’s all about the 
kids. We have great employees 
that are up at 5 a.m. Monday 
through Thursday, making 
soup and sandwiches. We try 
to keep it affordable too. I 
don’t want every kid to come 
in and buy chicken fingers, a 
cheeseburger, energy drink, 
French fries, onion rings, and 
spend $14. I want them to 
come and get a reasonably- 
priced healthy meal and have 
the best dining experience.”

facebook.com/thewhitepinepress

You think you may be 
pregnant and you 
want to know for sure.

You have other questions

too....

How far along am I?

How much time do I have to decide what I'm going to do?

Pregnancy Care Center offers free, confidential 

pregnancy testing & ultrasound that can 

answer these questions & so many more.

Call us today: We're here to help you find 

the answers.

^Pregnancy 
(Care Center

(231)-929-3488 

www.know4sure.org

Traverse City
Western Michigan university

Freshwater Studies 
Open House

Wednesday, Nov. 12 at 5 p.m.

If you attend the event and apply 
to the Freshwater Science and 
Sustainability program at WMU- 
Traverse City by November 21, we will 
pay your application fee. (Must submit 
a stamped paper application received 
at the event.)

Hagerty Center 
GL 101

Where science, business and policy 
meet to help you make a difference.

RSVP Online at;
wmich.edu/traversecity/infosession

NMC
University

Center
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Giving Back This Holiday Season
I Emily Lechowicz
Senior Editor

You probably have been dreaming about Christmas 
for months and months; spending Christmas Eve with 
your family, setting out cookies and milk for Santa as 
a yearly tradition, even though your parents told you 
years ago that he’s not real, and waking up on Christmas 
morning, opening presents, laughing and enjoying the 
day inside the warmth of your house. There’s not a care 
in your world on this day; everything and everyone is 
filled with love and happiness. However, so many people 
around our area in Traverse City, as well as around the 
world, are not as lucky. Some people struggle just to 
find somewhere warm to go for the night, not knowing 
where their next meal is going to come from. A lot of 
us are so blessed within our lives, believe it or not, so 
why not give back to the people who aren’t as fortunate 
as you?

My favorite charity since I was a little kid has 
been Operation Christmas Child, which is a program 
through the Samaritan’s Purse International Relief 
organization. Operation Christmas Child gives you the 
opportunity to give gifts to children around the world 
who are either orphans or their parents don’t have 
enough money to provide them with Christmas gifts. 
For $25, you can go to www.samaratinpurse.org and 
build a virtual shoebox online, where you can choose 
a box for a boy or girl, fill it with objects online and

Samaritan’s Purse will ship those shoeboxes to children 
all over the world. Operation Christmas Child has sent 
over 113 million shoeboxes to children in over 100 
countries since 1993.

As for local organizations, there are multiple food 
pantries and soup kitchens in the Traverse City area 
that need volunteer help during the holiday seasons. 
Father Fred food pantry has serviced the less fortunate 
in Antrim, Benzie, Traverse, Kalkaska and Leelenau 
for the past 25 years. Father Fred is looking for 
donations of fruits and veggies, houseware, furniture, 
and clothing to name a few items. Log onto www. 
fatherfredfoundation.com to see a full list of supplies 
that you can donate this Christmas.

Another charity where you can give back at 
Christmas-time is the Safe Harbor of Grand Traverse. 
Safe Harbor’s mission statement is “a shelter program in 
the Traverse City, Michigan area that attempts to create 
community between those in need and those who are 
able to help.” This program travels from church to 
church in the area, and provides meals in the evening 
and morning for those who are in need. Safe Harbor 
is always looking for volunteers who are uplifting and 
positive and who will be available to listen and serve 
the guests who come in for the program. If you want 
to help Safe Harbor of Grand Traverse, visit www.

YOUR PATHWAY
TO A BETTER FUTURE
Grand Valley State University in Traverse City gives you all the 
education options and opportunities you need to finish your degree 
close to home in Northern Michigan.

Bachelor's degree in liberal studies. This flexible, career-centered 
program lets you study topics most relevant to you. Choose from the 
following concentrations or create your own path to a degree.

• Behavioral science • Health and human development
• Child development and society (premed, preOT)
• Environmental leadership • Law and society (prelaw)

More opportunities in Traverse City
Explore our nursing R.N. to B.S.N. program. Oi let us help you connect 
to 86 other programs in Allendale and Grand Rapids.

APPLY NOW FOR JANUARY 2015
Convenient I Affordable I Flexible I Career focused
(231)995-1785 (888)922-1785 gvsu.edu/traverse

gtsafeharbor.org to discover how you can help those in 
need in our area.

Whether it is just giving your spare change to a bell 
ringer for Salvation Army or helping an elderly woman 
cross the street, giving during the holiday season to 
those who aren’t as fortunate as you is an amazing 
feeling. Bless others this Christmas by volunteering or 
donating to local organizations to spread the Christmas 
cheer!

MIC
University

Center GrandAAlley 
State University 

Traverse City 
Regiosai Cr\TER
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Home for the Holidays
Emily Lechowicz
Senior Editor

Right now as I write this, its the Tuesday before 
Thanksgiving. In East Hall, the dorms on campus, college 
students are frantically running around, trying to get everything 
packed up to leave for Thanksgiving break tomorrow or even 
today. Me? I’m still relaxing in my pajamas, drinking coffee 
and procrastinating packing and doing laundry. I have it lucky 
for a college student; my parents live in Petoskey, Michigan, 
a short hour and a half away from NMC. Petoskey is where 
I spend most of my holidays. This makes going home on the 
weekends and visiting the ‘rents for the holidays a breeze. 
Since I see my family frequently throughout the year, I can 
take my time packing and heading home. Some of the people 
at NMC left as early as last Friday for Thanksgiving break, in 
order to have enough time to spend with loved ones.

Since NMC is praised with such accredited programs, like 
Aviation and Maritime, students from all over the country 
come to the college for these two programs. I interviewed 
with Greg Herrmann, a first-year aviation student at NMC, 
about his travels back home. Herrmann is originally from 
Bernalillo, New Mexico, but also has family in Chicago, 
Illinois. When I asked Herrmann how he was getting to 
New Mexico for Thanksgiving break, he chuckled and sang 
his response to me, “I’m leaving on a jet plane. Don’t know 
when I’ll be back again!” Herrmann hasn’t been home since 
the beginning of August and is looking forward to seeing his 
family. “It hasn’t been hard being away from home at all. I’m 
very independent,” says Herrmann.

Carolina Barbosa, a second-year engineering/chemical 
engineering student, is extremely excited to go home for the 
holidays. Barbosa is originally from Brazil and has a host 
family in Bellaire, Michigan. She is driving to Bellaire for 
Thanksgiving and flying home to Brazil for Christmas break. 
Carolina hasn’t been home in Brazil since the beginning of 
August but visits her host family frequently. “Some days 
are harder than others being away from home. I’m looking 
forward to relaxing and my moms food!” she says. Since I was

curious why Barbosa chose NMC for her college education, 
I asked her about her choice to stay in Traverse City. “I chose 
NMC because I love Northern Michigan, my host family is 
nearby for support and because it’s affordable.”

Zachary Ryan, a Maritime academy student, headed down 
Wednesday morning to Forest, Virginia. Ryan is driving 
down for both Thanksgiving and Christmas break. “Last time 
I was home was before I came to school. I’m going [back] for 
Christmas break as well. What I’m looking forward to the 
most is going to see my friends and family!”

As for myself, I am headed to Petoskey to visit my parents 
for Thanksgiving break. I’m looking forward to seeing 
my friends who are back from college as well and going to 
Applebee’s with them for old times sake. For Christmas break, 
I will be staying in Traverse City, going to Petoskey for a 
couple of days, then flying out to Redding, California to see 
my older sister, who is going to school out in northern Cali. 
That is the part I’m looking forward to the most about the 
holiday season, since I have not seen my sister since August!

Some people are not as lucky as others; flight fare and gas 
prices rise every day, making it hard to go visit loved ones 
during the holiday season. It’s probably a little too late now 
to find the best deals for flying internationally and nationally, 
but Huffington Post has some ways to save money for traveling 
for the holidays next year and for years to come!

According to Kayak.com, the best time to buy airline tickets 
for Thanksgiving, Christmas or New Years is in September 
and October. After late October, flights for Christmas-time 
go up around 51%, so it’s better to book your trip as early as 
possible.

The best return days for coming back home from the 
holidays are Mondays and Tuesdays. If you’re really looking to 
save money, fly in on the holiday itself; you could save up to 
36% on your overall flight cost.

Along with returning as close to the holiday as possible, it 
is cheaper to depart as soon as you can, like Christmas Eve.

Most people don’t want to be traveling on Christmas Eve, or 
New Years Eve, so prices go down as much as 24%.

If you’re not flying long distances for the holidays and 
decide to drive instead, here are some tips on safe travels 
during the festive season.

DO NOT TEXT AND DRIVE. As far as snowy roads go, 
Northern Michigan has some of the worst. Please don’t make 
your road trip any harder than it might be with the weather by 
putting your life in danger by being distracted by electronics. 
Even hands-free can be dangerous. Not only is it dangerous to 
yourself and other drivers on the road, it’s illegal.

Make sure to have emergency supplies in your car. 
Blankets, water, flashlights, food and warm clothes are some 
of the essentials. If your car has a lot of troubles like mine 
does, a gas can in your trunk could be a life-saver as well. You 
never know when Mother Nature will take a toll on your road 
trip to see your loved ones.

If you are driving a long distance, more than four hours, it 
wouldn’t hurt to have other passengers in your car. Not only 
will they make your road trip more enjoyable and pleasant, 
but other passengers can also take turns driving so you don’t 
have to go the whole duration of the trip driving the whole 
way.

No matter what your plans are for the holiday season, 
whether you’re staying in Traverse City, going to Virginia or 
traveling to Brazil, the holidays are meant to be spent with 
the people you love and who love you. A word of advice: put 
down your cell phones, turn off your laptops and tablets, and 
tune into spending time with the people you don’t get to see 
all of the time. Your friends from college will still be there 
when you come back after New Year’s. Focus on spending 
quality time and making new memories with your family and 
loved ones. Happy Holidays from everyone on the White Pine 
Press staff! Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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LIVE HERE. 
LEARN HERE.
You live here, why not learn here? A bachelor's degree 
from Ferris State University is available to you, right here 
at Northwestern Michigan College. Ferris works with NMC 
to make financial aid a smooth process, while you earn 
both Ferris and NMC credit without leaving campus. Save 
time and money by earning your Ferris bachelor's degree 
at NMC. Work with people locally who care. Find out 
why we are the number one choice of adult and transfer 
students in Michigan. Visit ferris.edu/traversecity.

Ferris State University / traverse city
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Snowpocalypse 2014 Part 2:
This Time it's Serious

«

Alex Bondar
Press Staff Writer

We ah live in Michigan dui 
til are somehow surprised by the 
now- every year. Its as if we don’t 

expect it. What?! Snow in Northern 
Michigan? I cant believe it! But. 
surprise is an understatement 
to what happened in 2012— 
SNOWPOCALYPSE. The veat 
I I 11 ■ I 11I ’/■ ■■ ’

draws near yet again, meteorologist”? 
are warning of a repeat of 20J 2 
introducing... Snowpocalypse 2!

Let’s take a look back... waj 
back... to winter of 2012-2013 
That may be too far back for somi 
of you to remember, so let’s go 
over what happened in that flurry, 
wo years ago. Still the bigger 
snowfall to date in some states 
Snowpocalypse was felt in all places 
In Minnesota, they were dealin 
with a foot and a half of snow. 
Washington, a foot of snow we 
seen in some places in November 
And here, in Traverse City, snow 
was falling at a rate of two to threi

reporting 24 inches of snow in just 
24 hours. What caused all of thisi 
Was Mother Nature having a bad 
day... or a couple ef days?

Science has the answers (don’t 
they always?). The months that saw 
snowfall ranged from October alt 
the way to May. But it wasn’t just 
any old snow falling on the ground. 
The reason for the lengthened 
winter was because of all of the 
snow storms. These snow storms 
ravaged rhe United States, leaving 
its citizens shivering in their own

some

homes. First was Winter
Athena that hit the East 
November 2012. After 
of being beat up by 
reports from Connecticut
14.5 inches of snow, while others 
from New Jerseyread a foot. 
Athena was the first recorded 
snowstorm that winter, it wouldn’t 
be the last.

Michigan’s first snow storm was 
ter Storm Draco, which hit 

hard during December. Residents 
were not prepared for a sudden 20 
inches of snow. Ditches were filling 
up with cars as the roads froze over. 
Sound familiar now? Snow days 
were also becoming more common, 
which caused massive surges of glee 
from students across the state.

In late January of 2013, 
Michigan was tired of fighting all 
of the snow storms. But they were 

less. The next major -Storm

was composed of mostly ice: Winter 
Storm Luna. With almost a foot in 
some Michigan areas and enough 
ice to make us crazy, Luna created 
more car accidents and snow days 
for residents.

At the end of it all, 27 official 
winter storms hit the U.S. that year. 
No wonder the word Snowpocalypse 
became a household name. But 
now there are talks about number 
two. Maybe not in Michigan, 
but Snowpocalypse 2 can be seen 
already happening in Buffalo, New 
York. Buffalo was hit hard by a

: ertect snow storm during the
:k of Nov. 17. Piling up to a 

nnfesive 7 feet, its hard to say that 
a Snowpocalypse 2 is not etching. 
10 people were confirmed ddad due 
to the storm. With massive flooding 
concernsr<on? the horizon, it se$ 
that Buffalb will not be 
this one that easy.

What about ^Michigan? What 
can we expect to see this winter? To 
our surprise, the Climate Prediction 
Center says that Michigan will have 
below normal precipitation this 
year. But how? El Nino, one of two 
guiding forces that shapes what 
the weather will be like around the 
world, will be weaker in Michigan 
this year. This means that Michigan 
will be drier—thus, less snow. Is 
this prediction an end-all, be-all? 
No, of course not. But it looks 
Michigan can sit back and enjoy i 
show- while the rest of the U.S. gets 
pummeled by Snowpocalypse 2. 
Sometimes, its nice to be this close 
to Canada.
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